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BATUM  POSTAL HISTORY DURING BRITISH OCCUPATION 

Misha Alishabaya 

 
In my childhood I used to 
collect different items 
including small keys and 
pocket lamps but I did not 
collect postage stamps 
seriously.  Later, when I 
moved Moscow, I started to 
collect modern and 
contemporary art. 
In 2005 I found in Batumi, 
an old stamp collector 
Konstantin Ter-Akopov.  
 

From the presentation of 
Misha Alishabaya‘s “Batum 
Postal History during British 
Occupation” made at the 
Annual Meeting of BSRP in 
London 2011. 
 
First of all, I must say a few 
words about me. I was born 
in the Batumi in 1958, 40 
years after the British 
occupation. 
 
The Batum PTO building was 
constructed at the end of 19th 
century and was then called 
Wakije House.  
 
The building still exists today 
and the Batum Post Office 
was situated there until 
2009.  
 
My mother was also born in 
Batum in 1923, as was my 
grandmother in 1898. My 
grandmother remembered 
the British occupation and 
passed on  information about 
that historical period to me. 
She told me that during and 
after occupation many young 
men in Batumi spoke 
English.  
 
We lived in an old house 
surrounded by antique 
furniture and books. My 
mother played Russian 
romances on the piano. 
  
In her childhood (1930’s), my 
mother collected postage 
stamps and only one stamp 
from the time of the British 
occupation has been 
preserved from her 
collection.   It is a 10 Ruble 
Revenue stamp overprinted 
BRITISH OCCUPATION. 
 
From this single stamp I 
started my collection in 
2006.  It was too late. 

Slide 1 
Post-Telegraph Office, Batum 1910. 

Slide 2 
Batum PTO in 2010. 

Slide 3 
One of the rarest  proofs of 
Batum surcharges. 

22 



The British Journal of Russian Philately 102 

worked for the department 
selling stamps at Batum PTO 
and because of this, she had a 
unique collection of Batum 
issues. Unfortunately many 
items from her collection 
were sold or exchanged for 
other ‘collectable things’ or 
simply food during the very 
hard eighty years of Soviet 
power, but Konstantin 
preserved the basis of his 
mother’s collection until 
2005. 
 
When I met Kostya this basic  
collection had just recently 
been sold. Fortunately it was 
sold to another collector in 
Batumi who then resold a 
smaller part to a collector in 
Tbilisi. 
 
Having traced both collectors, 
two parts of Lubov 
Maximovna’s  collection came 
into my hands and I became 
the owner of a collection of all 
Batum issues except the 
rarest P1 and P2 (Postal card 
stamps) recently sold abroad. 
   
Later I obtained P2 but P1 is 
still absent from my 

collection. Fortunately it 
exists in Mr. Grigoleit’s 
collection.  
 
Madam Ter-Akopova’s 
collection includes also a lot 
of interesting and rare Covers, 
although the rarest Covers 
were sold earlier.  Amongst 
them was “Kobulety 
Postmaster Provisional”, and 
I now have not this rare item 
in my collection.  
 
I received from Kostya (who 
is now 82 years old), some 
important information about 
the Batum post operating 
during the occupation.  Many 
years before, he recorded his 
mother’s words about the 
employees of Batum PTO 
during occupation.  
 
I learned that the Director of 
Batum PTO was Mr. 
Simonianz, the deputy 
director was Mr. Baghaturov 
and the British supervisor for 
Batum Post office was 
somebody called Captain 
Gatt. 
 
The Post-officer responsible 

Slide 4 
Kostya Ter-Akopoff (2006), his 
mother Lubov Ter-Akopoff (1910) 
and her visiting card (Andreeva). 

His mother Lubov 
Maximovna Ter-Akopova 
(her previous last names 
were  Andreeva and 
Dolinskaya) was a postal 
clerk before, during and 
several years after British 
occupation.  
 
She was a fanatical stamp 
collector and also a member 
of Russian and International 
Philatelic societies.  
 
During the occupation she 

Slide 5 
L. Ter-Akopoff’s membership card for All-Russian Philatelic Society; S. Dobrjitzky philatelic sign on reverse side of a rare 
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postal documents and gave 
thanks to Mr.Dobrjitzky for 
providing official 
information. 
So it would seem that in 
those turbulent times,  
Dobrjitzky kept the postal 
archives in his private hands.   
Dobrjitzky was executed in 
1937 and the location of his 
collection in now unknown.  
Most likely it has not been 
kept safe. 
 

Slide 6 
Batum postcards made during British Occupation: real photo of Batum Sea 
Park with erroneous inscription “Sevastopol”; postcard A. Shaanyanz 
publishing. 

for issuing of stamps and 
surcharges was a Mr. 
Dobrjitzky and another 
postal clerk, Mr. Mlyanowsky 
was a close friend of Kostya’s 
mother, Lubov Maximovna. 
 
I have found in Kostya’s 
archive some documents 
relating to a number of 
people. In particular, visiting 
cards belonging to his 
mother from a  Mr. 
Mylyanowsky and Batum 
collectors  O.Nargello and 
Boris Krivtzov, with his own 
inscription. 
 
Boris Krivtzov was an 
engineer and a passionate 
stamp collector. In 1923 he 
published the first 
fundamental paper about 
Batum British occupation 
stamps. Later this paper was 
translated into many 
European languages and all 
catalogues and subsequent 
publications about Batum 
Post including Hughes, 
Ashford and Ceresa books 
were based on his pioneer 
work. 
  
During the occupation 
Krivtzov lived in Batum and 
he probably had the best 
collection of Batum that was 
dispersed in towards the end 
of the last century.  Several  
of Krivtzov’s  items are now 
in my and Mr. Grigoleit’s  
collections. 
 
Later I was able to prove 
some information received 
from Kostya Ter-Akopov 
through my work in the 
Batumi State archive. 
 
Unfortunately the materials 
concerning Batum PTO 
operations existed only until 
1916 and postal archives just 
prior and during occupation 
have disappeared. 
 
Krivtzov in his paper, made 
reference to a number of 
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Slide 7 
The cancellations of the British FPO’s: Sx-22 and “Army Signals”. 

Slide 8 
Cachet of the British 
Consulate in Batum. 

It is well known that just 
before Turkish occupation of 
Batumi all deposits of Batum 
PTO were evacuated to the 
city of Koutais. 
 
Mr. Grigolet recently made a 
presentation on the Postal 
Service operations during 
Turkish occupation of 
Batumi. 
 
Here is some of the history of 
the Batum Post during the 
British occupation.  
 
At the end of December 1918 
according to the Mudros 
Armistice, British troops of 
27th Infantry Brigade came 
to Batum from Salonica. As 
Turkish troops left the town 
the British occupation began. 
 
Several British FPO’s were 
stationed within the Batum 
district. 
 
Commercial mail was 
occasionally dispatched using 
British naval ships via a 
cachet of the British 
Consulate. 
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Slide 9 
Philatelic postcard with Batum view 
and three different frankings: 
Turkish, Batum stamps and BPP 
with Baghaturov signature; three 
different Baghaturov signatures on 
covers and documents. 

I have made several small 
discoveries during my 
collecting.  
 
It is well known that the first 
issue of Batum stamps of 
original design was in use 
from April 4, 1919.  I have in 
my collection a date of 
cancellation of  05.04.19. 

Slide 10 
A “First Day” Batum cover. 

In  February or March 1919 a 
special cachet was sent with 
the following text: “Owing to 
the absence of stock in 
Batum PTO, postage has 
been paid and the money 
collected. Weight. For 
Registration. P.-T. 
Official” (Translation from 
Russian was made by Mr. 
Ceresa). A Postmaster hand 
stamp was used with 
“negative” Imperial Russian 
Insurance seal.  
 
From this item you can see 
three different types of 
franking used in different 
historical periods - Turkish 
stamps cancelled “Batum” in 
Arabic, Postmaster hand 
stamp and BO postage 
stamps. It is, of course, 
purely philatelic production. 
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I have discovered an amusing 
mistake that existed just 
about 90 years ago - it is a 
botanical error.  In English 
literature the tree depicted 
on the stamp was described 
as an Aloe tree, and in 
Russian literature as a Palm 
tree.  In reality both names 
are wrong.  Aloe trees never 
grew in Batumi and the tree 
on the stamp is not a palm 
but a Dracena and more 
precisely it is Cordyline 
Australis, or New-Zealand 
dracaena.  There are large 
numbers of dracaenas in 
Batumi, scattered throughout 
the town and district and in 
Batumi Botanical garden - 
one of the nicest places in the 
world.  I have noticed the 
same tree in London.  

It is well known from 
Krivtzov’s paper that the first 
Cordyline issue was prepared 
under strict control and all 
stamps with print defects 
were destroyed immediately.  
I have found a sheet of “10 
Kop” value with one stamp 
removed from the middle 
part of the sheet. Obviously it 
was a defective stamp.  
However, rare examples of 
printed errors exist.  

Slide 12 
The full sheet of Batum stamps with one defective stamp removed. 

Slide 11 
Cordyline Australis in Batum 
Botanical Garden with the label. 
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Slide 13 
A new variety of British Occupation overprints. 

Among my discoveries I found 
several new ‘varieties’ in the 
second issue of standard 
Batum stamps (the first issue 
was overprinted “BRITISH 
OCCUPATION”).  
These overprint varieties were 

missed by William Hudges 
because he did not have 
access to full sheets of this 
issue. 
 
The first constant positional 
overprint variety was found at 

the stamp # 18 of the 20th 
horizontal row – the second 
“O” looks like an  inverted 
“C”.  

The second variety is missing 
the right inferior angle of “N” 
in the stamp # 14 of the 
second row.  Another 
constant variety is a black 
spot to the left of the 
overprint just between 
BRITISH and 
OCCUPATION.  

Slide 14 
Other new varieties.  
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I also discovered other new 
varieties in the basic design 
of several values. In the value 
“1 Rub” (grayish-blue) the 
stamp # 14 of the first row 
constantly has a large spot of 
color in the right value tablet. 
In the value “3 Rub” (violet) 
the stamp # 15 of the first 
row, the upper part of the 
basic design is always not 
completely printed due to 
low pressure on the 
lithographic stone. 

Slide 15 
A new variety of the basic design. 

Handmade surcharges of 
Batum on Imperial Russian 
stamps are much scarcer 
than standard issues and 
were subjected to many 
different forgeries. The first 
“10 Rub” surcharges were 
made on April 13 1919 for the 
four values of Imperial Arms 
stamps. There were no 
inverts in this issue and 
errors are almost absent. 
Nevertheless I have 
discovered the surcharge 
with an almost totally 
missing “Y” in “Batum”.  
Sometimes the lower part of 
“O” and right “P” in the value 
is unprinted due to “human 
error”.  
 
In 1920 an employee of the 
Batum PTO unofficially 
issued similar surcharges. 
This bogus issue was made 
by the deputy director of 
Batum PTO K.D. Baghaturov.   
In the literature (Barefoot & 
Hall, Ashford, Ceresa) this 
bogus surcharge is described 
only on 5 types of Imperial 
Arms. I have discovered 
another 5 Imperial stamps 
used for the bogus surcharge.  
In 1920 when Baghaturov 

was convicted of producing 
fakes, he tried to accuse L.M. 
Dolynskaya  who was working 
at that time in the department 
selling stamps. 
At the same time almost 

2,000 Postal stationary cards 
were surcharged to 35 Kop 
with a very similar rubber 
hand stamp.  

Slide 16 
3 Kop postcard surcharged for 35 Kop, passed through the post. 
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Slide 17 
The most rare Batum 35 Kop overprints on “Romanoff” stamps. 

Several cards contained 
earlier affixed 4 Kop stamps 
– Arms type and Romanoff 
type.  Both are in Mr. 
Grigoleit ‘s collection. 

35 Kop surcharges were made 
on different types of cards 
with impressed Arms stamps: 
3 Kop, double 3 Kop (with 
paid answer), 4 Kop, 4 Kop 
with paid answer.  It is a 
question of the existence of 4 
Kop card with impressed 4 
Kop Romanoff stamp 
surcharged to 35 Kop. 
 
 I have found such a card in 
Batum. Unfortunately the 
impressed stamp was cut out 
of the full card. The overprint 
is absolutely genuine in all 
respects and additionally the 
piece is cancelled with 
genuine Batum ‘I’ 
cancellation. Together with 
this rare item I have obtained 
also cut off card, the usual 3 
Kop Arms impressed stamp, 
cancelled with the same date. 
So it proves that several cards 
with impressed Romanoff 4 
Kop stamp existed. Slide 18 

Baum 35 Kop overprint on the 4 
Kop PC with impressed Romanoff 
stamp. 
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Very rare items from the 
Batum British occupation 
period are the Maradidi 
rubber cachet with error 
(TELERG instead of 
TELEGR).  

I believe that it was the 
intention to create post 
offices only in Maradidi and 
Kobulety.  During Imperial 
times there was no PTO in 
Kobulety,  only a small postal 
department and the word 
“Kobulety” never appeared 
on the cancellation.  The 
postal service used an old 
Turkish name “Churuk-su”.  
In Maradidi there was no 
postal office at all.  So, I 
believe, the very rare 
Maradidi “For 
correspondence” cancellation 
and similar “Kobulety” cancel 
impressed in violet and not 
described in Ashford and 
Ceresa, were only proofs.  
 

Slide 19 
Very rare Maradidi “For correspondence” cachet on philatelic items. 

Slide 20 
Batum, Maradidi and new Kobulety “For correspondence” cachets. 
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The following issue of 
handmade surcharges (10 
Rub and 15 Rub – 27 
November, 1919 and  50 Rub 
small and large figures – 
January 1920 and 25 Rub – 
February 1920) obviously was 
inspired by philatelic interests 
as were all future issues of 
Batum British Occupation 
surcharges.  The postal tariffs 
at the end of 1919 were not so 
high and all surcharged 
Imperial stamps are founded 
on purely philatelic covers. 
This point of view is proved 
by significant amount of 

inverted surcharges. In my 
own experience there are no 
less than 30% of inverted 
surcharges. The most rare 
Batum surcharges were made 
on January 10, 1920. This 
“provisional” issue of “50 
Rub” surcharge was made 
with the rubber hand stamp of 
poor quality, so the amount of 
overprinted stamps of every 
value was relatively small – 
from 180 to 400 copies. 
Inverted overprints are 
relatively rare on the next 
issue of 50 Rub surcharges 
were made with metal hand 

stamp. At that time the 
amount of Turkish ink at the 
Batum post office was small 
and postal clerks dissolved it 
with ‘kerosene’ a petroleum 
derivative. 

Slide 21 
Rare inverted Batum surcharges on Russian stamps. 
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Slide 22 
50 Rub surcharged Russian stamps on philatelic Registered Cover. 

These stamps on covers exist 
for purely philatelic reasons. 

The last issue of Batum 
surcharges was made on the 
unsolved Batum stamps with 
Cordyline Australis. 
Surcharges ’25 Rub’ with 
black and blue ink  were 
made on 5 Kop and 25 Kop of 
the 2nd Cordyline issue. Very 
rare proof of 25 Rub (red) on 
10 Kop (blue) exists in Mr. 
Grigoleit’s collection. 

Slide 23 
Rare proofs of Batum surcharges. 
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Slide 25 
A poster for British military staff 
issued in Batum (1920). 

Surcharge ’50 Rub’ was made 
in black and blue on 50 Kop 
of the first Cordyline issue. It 
is strange but in these last 
issues there were no inverted 
overprints. All inverts are 
fakes, though sometimes they 
have a certificate of 
authenticity given by 
experienced experts. 

Disorder in stamp 
production reflects the 
disorder in the life of Batum 
at the end of British 
occupation. This poster 
printed in Batum printing 
house of D. Cappel is a good 
illustration of the situation in 
the town. 

Slide 24 
50 Rub inverted forged surcharge 
on genuine Batum stamp with the 
Certificate of Authenticity (BPA). 
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Some of them were arrested 
by Military Governor of 
Batum Gen. W. J. N. Cooke- 
Collis but on the 7th July 1920 
the British troops left Batum.  

The ‘Bolsheviks’ called a 
meeting against British 
forces on the 1st of May, then 
they made several diversions. 

Slide 26 
Bolshevicks’ meeting at Batum (1st 
May 1920); the tanker “Svet” blown 
up by Bolshevicks. 

Slide  27 
Arrested Bolshevicks on the way 
from Batum to Constantinople. A 
real photo. 
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My personal opinion is that 
philately is an illustration of 
historical events and human 
passions. 
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Slide  28 
British troops leave Batum (8th 
July 1920). 

NEW FOR 2013! 
 

BSRP’s website was created and is maintained by BSRP member Kevin Holdridge  (KentHouse.com)  

providing the Society with a basic online presence and identity. With his help, in 2013 we plan to 
improve the utility of the site in the following ways: 

MEMBERS’ AREA - BSRP will be introducing a members’ area of protected pages which will make 

information, notices and downloadable materials (such as PDF versions of past Journals) available free of 
charge to all members.   

DISPLAYS AND PHILATELIC MATERIAL - We would like to create a ‘virtual exhibition area’ and 

would encourage Members to submit any images they would like to have displayed.     

ONLINE ADS - We are now offering advertising packages to businesses/dealers and interested 

parties. For details please contact  Secretary/Treasurer caroline.ferreira@bsrp.org.  

WELCOME TO THE ONLINE HOME OF THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN 
PHILATELY 

When you join the BSRP you become a member of a world-wide 
community of philatelists who collect and study the stamps and 
postal history of the Russian philatelic area. 
 
Whether you are a general stamp collector or an enthusiast with a 
specific interest in any of the specialist fields, you will find the 
Society invaluable, both as a resource for seeking information and a 
platform for contact with like-minded collectors 

BECOME A MEMBER 
Join the British Society of Russian Philately - it’s easy and offers 
great value for any collector in this area. 

THE BSRP WELCOMES YOU 


