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THE POSTAL HISTORY OF EARLY BOLSHEVIK RUSSIA 
Trevor Pateman 

On the night of 24 - 25 October 
1917 (old style; 6 - 7 November 
new style), the Bolsheviks 
seized power in Petrograd and 
over the next few weeks did 
the same in Moscow and other 
major cities.  That is what we 
call the Russian Revolution, 
though the Bolshevik hold on 
power was under continuous 
threat at least until the very 
end of 1920, when General 
Wrangel’s armies evacuated 
from Crimea.  Even then, the 
Bolsheviks had to contend in 
1921 with the Kronstadt 
Mutiny and the Tambov 
peasants’ revolt. 
 
This uncertain hold on power 
explains one of the paradoxes 
of early Bolshevik postal 
history.  Despite being a party 
built from agitation and 
propaganda, sometimes 
imaginative in form, the 
Bolsheviks did not manage to 
issue any distinctive postage 
stamps until 1921 when the 
“Arts and Industry” definitives 
appeared. Before that, they 
made do with Imperial 
adhesives which were 
variously reprinted and 
revalued but not otherwise 
changed.  In November 1918, 
they did issue the two 
Chainbreaker stamps, 
supposedly to commemorate 
the first anniversary of the 
revolution, but the stamps 
were actually commissioned by 
the Provisional Government 
and the designer was Zarins 
who had worked on the 
Romanov set and later 
designed and engraved many 
of the stamps of independent 
Latvia, including their 
Dragonslayers (Fig. 19).  
 
In January 1919, when the so-
called “Free Post” was 
introduced, Imperial and 

Kerensky period postal 
stationery was invalidated and 
thereafter used as blanks.  In 
March 1920 when some 
stamps were revalued x 100, 
what might be regarded as the 
Propaganda stamps of 
Imperial Russia - the 
Romanovs of 1913 and the War 
Charities of 1915 - were 
formally invalidated.  The 
remarkable fact about this is 
that it took so long - and even 
after March 1920 there are 
instances of some Romanov 
stamps (notably the 20/14 kop 
Catherine) being locally 
authorised for continued use - 
they can be found on formular 
cards in the second half of 
1920 (Fig. 27).  The 
revaluation created the stamps 
known as Postmaster 
Provisionals, scarce and 
difficult material, but one of 
the few aspects of early 
Bolshevik philately which has 
attracted serious interest (Figs. 
24-28).  
 
The fact that the Bolsheviks 
did not do what every other 
new regime was doing at the 
time - issuing distinctive new 
stamps - is a large part of the 
explanation for the neglect of 
early Bolshevik postal history. 
But that history has many 
interesting features of which I 
single out five for discussion 
here. 
 
First, the Revolution at no 
point closed the post offices. 
So it is, for example, possible 
to find mail from the very first 
week of Bolshevik power in 
Petrograd (Figs. 1, 2). 
Petrograd, Moscow and 
Tashkent never fell to White 
control and so all mail out of 
those cities is Bolshevik mail 
from October 1917.  But other 
cities, towns and rural areas 

changed hands so that a 
detailed knowledge of regional 
history is often required to 
know whether an item of mail 
is Bolshevik or not (Figs. 29, 
30).  Tariffs do not always 
solve the problem.  In general, 
between 1917 and the end of 
1919, the total area controlled 
by the Bolsheviks contracted 
and only expanded in 1920. 
The exception is provided by 
Latvia which had a Latvian 
Soviet Socialist Republic on 
parts of its national territory 
from the beginning of 1919 
through into late 1920, with 
some distinctive new 
cancellers being produced 
(Figs. 32, 44). 
 
Second, from 1 January 1919 
(new style - the old style 
calendar was replaced in 1918 
with 31 January followed by 14 
February), the Bolshevik 
RSFSR offered a “Free Post” 
for ordinary inland letters and 
cards, with franking required 
only on Registered mail and 
formulars for Money Transfers 
and Parcels.  This Free Post is 
not always correctly 
understood.  Normally, for 
example, we are told that the 
January 1919 Tariff offered 
Free Post for ordinary letters 
but charged 50 kopecks for  
Registered letters.  This is 
incorrect.  The tariff specified 
a charge of 25 kopecks for 
sending an ordinary letter, 
waived if it was sent 
unregistered, and a fee of 25 
kopecks for Registration which 
was added to the basic 25 
kopecks which was not waived 
if the letter was Registered. 
This is important to grasp.  It 
means, for example, that if 
some agency had Free Frank 
privileges for ordinary letters 
but not for Registered ones, 
then they paid 25 kopecks to 
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send a Registered letter not the 
50 kopecks you would expect if 
you thought the Registration 
fee was 50 kopecks.  In the 
January 1919 Tariff but not in 
the later Free Post Tariffs of 
November 1919 and March 
1920, local and national letters 
were distinguished, with an 
underlying rate of 15 kopecks 
for a local letter.  This created 
anomalies.  A private 
individual would consequently 
pay 40 kopecks to send a Local 
registered letter and 50 
kopecks to send a National 
registered letter.  An 
organisation with Free Frank 
privileges would pay 25 
kopecks regardless of distance 
(Figs. 20-23). 
 
There were other anomalies. 
For most of 1918, the RSFSR 
had a Foreign tariff with 
significantly lower prices than 
on the Inland tariff - for 
example, 12 kopecks for a 
Foreign postcard against 20 
kopecks for an Inland one. 
This Tariff was widely 
disregarded at the post office 
counter - postmasters and 
customers did not believe it 
could be right, so they often 
franked Foreign mail at the 
Internal tariff (but not vice 
versa).  Only on Registered 
letters is the Tariff usually 
correct, 60 kopecks instead of 
1 rouble 5 kopecks (Figs. 4-18, 
31). 
 
Third, there is the 
extraordinary story of 
Bolshevik Foreign mail in the 
1917 - 21 period.  The 
Bolsheviks had few foreign 
friends to begin with and fewer 
as time passed.  The People’s 
Commissariat of Posts and 
Telegraphs was obliged to 
suspend all foreign mail 
services from 1 January 1919 
and did not re-open them until 
June 1920.  The volume of 
foreign mail from that date to 
end of 1921 is very small.  It is 
only in 1922 and 1923 that 

foreign mail becomes common 
- this has a lot to do with the 
ending of the policies of War 
Communism and the move 
towards Lenin’s New 
Economic Policy.  In addition, 
though services nominally 
existed until end 1918, most 
had in reality ceased some 
months before.  I have nothing 
going abroad after November 
1918 and that is a cover to 
Germany (Fig. 6).  Services to 
other countries appear to stop 
in the middle of the year, with 
very little if anything to be 
found from the last three 
months of 1918.  In other 
words, for many countries, 
there is a two year period in 
which Soviet citizens could not 
communicate with family, 
friends or business partners in 
other countries.  There were 
government courier services 
(about which nothing is really 
known) and that is all.  When 
services resumed in June 
1920, the mail route initially 
available was extraordinary: 
mail had to go up to Archangel 
or Murmansk and then across 
the White Sea to Vardø in 
northern Norway, the country 
which then took responsibility 
for onward transmission.  An 
Italian ship out of Odessa was 
also available.  For the first 
three months of the new 
service, Free Post provisions 
applied also to Foreign mail 
and it is indeed possible to find 
unfranked cards and letters 
going abroad in June - 
September 1920 (Fig.39).  But 
they are great rarities.  It 
follows from this history that 
any mail going abroad from 
Russia in 1919 and the first 
half of 1920 will always be 
“White” mail sent from areas 
outside Bolshevik control and 
sent abroad using ports like 
Odessa or Vladivostok. Such 
mail is relatively easy to find, 
especially addressed to the 
USA and travelling out of 
Vladivostok. 
 

Fourth, as the Bolsheviks took 
control of Ukraine, South 
Russia and the Caucasus, they 
were not squeamish about 
using enemy stamps found in 
the post offices and Red 
“trophy” use of White stamp 
issues is a nice collectible field 
(Figs. 33-37).  The 1920 
revaluations x 100 applied to 
White stamps and in the case 
of the Ukrainian General Issue 
of 1918, the value in roubles is 
calculated by first dividing the 
face value by two and then 
multiplying by a hundred, so 
that a 10 Shahiv stamp 
becomes a 5 rouble stamp. 
Clerks did cope with this, as I 
illustrate (Fig. 40). 
 
For the most part, trophy uses 
of White stamps are found on 
Parcel Cards which today are 
the main evidence of the places 
from which Red Army soldiers 
shipped back food and other 
looted goods to their families 
in the Russian heartlands to 
the North (Figs. 34, 35, 37).  
That fact introduces my fifth 
topic.  
 
Between 1917 - 21, the people 
who wrote and received letters, 
cards, and formulars changed. 
Fountain pens are replaced by 
indelible pencils and plain 
pencils.  The bourgeois tissue-
lined envelope disappears.  
The stationery card used as a 
blank becomes a standard 
means of communication. 
Instead of soldiers’ cards from 
the front line and PoW cards 
from camps, we find Parcel 
Cards endorsed “Red Army” 
prepared for soldiers sending 
home 20 or even 40 Funt 
parcels of loot from the front 
line – they are illustrated here 
(Figs. 32, 34, 35). 
 
Acknowledgement: The 
detailed and original 
researches of Alexander 
Epstein are the basis of my 
short historical narrative. 
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24 October 1917  Fig. 1: The 
Bolsheviks began preparations for 
their Petrograd seizure of power on 
24 October (old style) and proclaimed 
the overthrow  of the Provisional 
Government late in the evening of the 
25th.  It seems that the Petrograd post 
offices were open on both days, as 
evidenced by this money letter for 
500 roubles posted to Sweden on the 
24th. 
 
It was sent  from PETROGRAD 2 
EXSP[editsia] 24 10 17 arriving 
STOKHOLM 13 11 17.  Internal money 
letters do not usually carry adhesives, 
but foreign destination ones do.  Both 
sorts were sealed five times with wax 
on the reverse. 
 
The 1 rouble imperforate stamp on 
this letter had only recently been 
released in Petrograd, perhaps as late 
as the beginning of October. 

March 1918  Fig. 3: Philatelic cover, 
apparently sent through the mail to 
an address in Vasily Ostrov.  
Registered from PETROGRAD 4,  
9 3 18 with violet PETROGRAD 6 
EXSPEDITSIA 11 3 18 on reverse.  It 
is of interest for the stamps which the 
sender selected for this cover.  Of the 
imperforates only the 1, 2, 3, 5 and 15 
are used and it is likely that others 
were not available.  The 1k Romanov 
and 3, 10, 15 and 20 kopeck Currency 
stamps are used without objection 
(they remained valid until 1920).  
Defective printings are represented 
by misperforated 10 kopeck stamps 
(2) and a 10 kopeck with full offset 
(applied face down to show this).  
Total franking of 1 rouble 90 kopecks 
exceeds the local Registered letter 
rate of 1 rouble (Tariff of 28 February 
1918).  The cover bears not one 
element indicative of Soviet power, 
except perhaps the grubbiness of the 
cancellations and the carelessly 
applied Z-label. 

30 October 1917  Fig. 2: Ordinary 
stationery postcard, uprated from 4 to 
10 kopecks, roller cancelled from 
PETROGRAD 30 10 17 and censored 
with two violet cachets, sent to 
Arnhem in the Netherlands.  Arrival 
is indicated, at top right, by the Dutch 
boxed black cachet letter “A”. 
 
The sender is a staff  member of the 
Swedish Legation who writes in 
French - dating his card 11.11.17 (new 
style) - to say that he has received his 
correspondent’s card of 21 October, 
but that he can’t pursue what is 
proposed because his stamp 
collection is in Sweden.  He will write 
again when he returns to his country. 

Fig. 1  

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3: Ex-collection of Robert Taylor. 

TEN DAYS THAT SHOOK THE WORLD 

PHILATELY IN RED PETROGRAD 
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June 1918  Fig. 4:  Private 
correspondence, Registered postcard 
sent from PETROGRAD 8 JUN 1918 
addressed to St Gallen with boxed 
violet Petrograd censor cachet but no 
evidence of transit or delivery: 
normally, at this time, mail to 
Switzerland would show a French 
censor cachet.  Writing in German, 
the sender says he will shortly join his 
parents in Lifland [German occupied] 
but probably won’t stay there long.  
He wonders about travelling to 
Switzerland and asks about the 
possibility of finding work there. 
 
Correctly franked at 42 kopecks for a 
Foreign Registered postcard (Foreign 
Tariff of March 1918), a scarce tariff. 
 
In my collection, I have no later 1918 
item of mail to Switzerland. 

July 1918  Fig. 5: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
sent from MOSKVA 1, 11 7 18 
addressed to London with circular 
violet Moscow censor cachet, British 
paper seal OPENED BY CENSOR 
4223 weak hooded red REGISTERED 
LONDON E.C. and REGISTERED 
WEST KENSINGTON 19 AU 18 on 
reverse. 
 
Franked at 60 kopecks, the correct 
Foreign Registered letter rate (Tariff 
of March 1918).  The addressee has a 
Hungarian name which I cannot trace 
for this period in London.  In my 
collection, no 1918 letter or card to 
Great Britain after this date. 

November 1918  Fig. 6: Commercial 
correspondence, Registered letter 
from PETROGRAD 57, 11 11 18 (new 
style and therefore Armistice Day) 
and addressed to Hamburg with 
HAMBURG 23 11 18 receiver.  
Petrograd paper censor seal and 
boxed violet cachets front and back 
together with boxed Königsberg 
Censor and Transit on front.  Franked 
60 kopeck in cancelled stamps (which 
would have been the correct 
Registered letter Tariff) with two 
unexplained and uncancelled 5 
kopeck stamps applied at the same 
time (they are tied by the Petrograd 
censor). 
 
This is a very late date for Russian 
mail abroad in 1918, which comes to a 
halt before the suspension of all 
services on 1 January.  It is also a late 
date to Germany, after Germany’s 
repudiation of the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk on 5 November and with 
mounting chaos in Germany. 
 
Such late mail abroad sometimes 
appears to be franked, as in this case, 
at higher rates which do not appear in 
official Tariffs. 

Fig. 4 

Fig. 5 

Fig. 6 

PETROGRAD TO SWITZERLAND 

PETROGRAD TO HAMBURG 

MOSCOW TO LONDON 
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December 1917  Fig. 7: Registered 
commercial correspondence from 
ODESSA III, 7 12 17 to BERN 29 V 18, 
censored in Odessa with boxed violet 
cachet and in France with sealing 
tape and oval cachet. 
 
Correctly franked to 40 kopecks 
according to the Tariff of September 
1917.  Since Ukraine did not declare 
its independence until end 
December/beginning January 1918, 
this is technically a letter from 
Russia.  In addition, Odessa was 
effectively under Red control and 
from January to March 1918, a local 
government proclaimed the 
independence from Ukraine of 
Odessa and the surrounding Kherson 
region.  The cover is notable for the 
earliest use of a 35 kopeck 
imperforate Arms stamp; the next 
cover I can record is from 
BOBRINETS KHERSON 23 1 18 so 
also from a Red-controlled area of 
Ukraine. 

March 1918  Fig. 8: Post Office 
Investigation Form, tracking the fate 
of a Registered letter to Finland.  Sent 
from Tula (see bottom two lines) 
addressed to the Helsinki Post Office 
(see top two lines), some evidence 
from blue crayon and Mss. note that 
it was received.  Dated 1 March 1918.  
Notable as the earliest recorded use 
in Russia of  the imperforate 20 
kopeck Arms stamp. 

Fig. 7 

Fig. 8 

ODESSA TO SWITZERLAND 

TULA TO HELSINKI 
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January 1918  Fig. 10: Private 
correspondence written in German 
and giving the sender’s address, 
outward half of a Postgebiet Ob. Ost 
71/2  Pfenning Reply Paid stationery 
card, sent from German-occupied 
RIGA .. 1 18  bi-lingually addressed to 
“Russia, Vladivostok” with 
VLADIVOSTOK .. 1 18 arrival cancel.  
Transit cancel of the Russian Field 
Post POLEVAYAR POCHT. KONT. …, 
29 12 17 (old style).  No censorship 
marks. 
 
Despite the unclear dates and 
unreadable Field Post number, this 
card is a very good example of 
Exchange Mail made possible by the 
December 1917 Armistice of Brest-
Litovsk. 

July 1918  Fig. 11: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
with international Registration label 
sent from UZLOVAYAR TUL[A]  
19 7 18 to Göttingen.  Moscow circular 
violet censor cachet Konigsberg 
boxed violet censor and transit cachet 
on front and  GÖTTINGEN 1 8 18 
receiver on reverse. 
 
Correctly franked at 60 kopecks 
according to the RSFSR Foreign 
Tariff of March 1918. 

July 1918  Fig. 9: Ordinary Parcel 
Card, converted in Mss. to an Insured 
Parcel Card, sent from KRIVYAKINO 
MOSK[VA] G[UBERNIYA] 17 7 18 
and addressed to the Don Cossack 
Oblast with SAMSONOVSKOE DON 
19 7 18 receiver cancel on reverse - 
the latter cancel almost certainly 
dated old style and the former new 
style. 
 
Franked to the 9 roubles calculated at 
the bottom left, the franking 
including an early use of the 7 rouble 
imperforate Arms stamp.  The card is 
of additional interest because its 
sending appears to have been 
possible because of the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk - the Don Oblast was 
under German occupation at the time 
and its government non-Bolshevik, 
hence the use of old style dates. 

Fig. 9  

Fig. 10 

Fig. 11 

MOSCOW TO THE DON 

RIGA TO VLADIVOSTOK 

TULA TO GERMANY 
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August 1918  Fig. 12: Commercial 
typed correspondence, ordinary 
postcard sent from machine cancel 
KURSK 27 8 18 addressed to 
Reinickendorf with Petrograd violet 
censorship cachet and Konigsberg 
violet censorship and transit cachet.  
The sender writes of making a 
business trip to Germany to make 
machine purchases of five million 
roubles. 
 
Correctly franked at 12 kopecks 
according to RSFSR Foreign Tariff of  
March 1918. 

June 1918  Fig. 13: Private 
correspondence, Registered postcard 
with Mss. Registration details sent 
from ARCHANGELSK 18 6 18 
addressed to Minsk, with MINSK 
GUB[ERNIYA] 25 7 18 arrival 
cancellation.  Violet circular Moscow 
censorship cachet, and German 
circular violet W[ARSAW] censorship 
and distribution cachet. 
 
The card is correctly franked at the 
Registered postcard rate of 42 
kopecks (Foreign Tariff of March 
1918).  It does not meet the Brest-
Litovsk Treaty mail requirement of bi
-lingual addressing, but “Minsk” has 
been added in Roman by a postal 
official somewhere along the line.  
Archangel was under Bolshevik 
control until August 1918.  This is a 
rare example of the foreign 
Registered postcard rate. 

July 1918  Fig. 14: Commercial 
correspondence, Registered letter 
sent from PETROGRAD 1 EXSP  
28 7 18 with Inland Registration label 
addressed to Kiev with KIEV 8 8 18 
receiver on reverse.  Franked 1 rouble 
40 kopecks, the second weight step 
for an Inland Registered letter (Tariff 
of 28 February 1918): 35 + 35 kopecks 
postage + 70 kopecks Registration. 
 
An example of mail to German- 
occupied Ukraine in the period of 
Hetman Skoropadsky’s rule, made 
possible by the March 1918 Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk which provided for the 
resumption of mail between the 
former belligerents.  It is notable that 
this letter is franked at an Inland rate, 
whereas mail to the German-occupied  
Baltics and Poland is always franked 
at the Foreign- and, strangely, lower- 
Tariff which if applied here would 
have resulted in a charge of 90 
kopecks. 

Fig. 12  

Fig. 13  

Fig. 14 

KURSK TO GERMANY 

ARCHANGEL TO GERMAN-OCCUPIED MINSK 

PETROGRAD TO KIEV 
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July 1918  Fig. 15: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
with Internal Registration label, sent 
from SERGIEVSKI POSAD MOSK
[VA] 22 7 18 addressed to Plock in 
Poland, bi-lingually addressed in 
Russian and German.  Moscow violet 
circular censor cachet and German 
boxed censor “P.Ü.St./Geprüft Nr 15” 
German pink paper military censor 
seal “Kriegsrechtlich geöffnet”.  
Arrival cancellation on reverse 
PLOCK 9 8 18 together with sender’s 
address in Cyrillic. 
 
Correctly franked at 60 kopecks 
according to the RSFSR Tariff of 10 
March 1918, and an example of mail 
to German-occupied Poland enabled 
by the March 1918 Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk. 

August 1918  Fig. 16: The Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk (March 1918) allowed 
the resumption of civilian mail 
services, in both directions, between 
Russia and former Imperial Russian 
territories now occupied by Germany. 
 
This registered letter is correctly 
franked at the RSFSR tariff of 60 
kopecks and was sent from MOSKVA 
8 8 18 and is addressed in Russian 
and German to REVAL (= Tallinn, 
Estonia).  It was censored both by the 
Russians— circular violet War censor 
cachet of Moscow and remains of 
paper seal of Petrograd— and the 
Germans— blue circle with “R” inside.  
There is no arrival cancellation, but 
the underlining of Reval in red and 
the blue crayon registry number 
“2633” is typical of German mail 
handling and it is likely that the letter 
arrived. 

October 1918  Fig. 17: Commercial 
correspondence, ordinary letter sent 
from PETROGRAD 54 OTD, 14 10 18 
addressed to “Österreich, Wien” with 
“Wien” picked out by a postal offi-
cial’s blue crayon.  Petrograd censor 
paper seal and boxed violet censor 
cachet front and back together with 
Königsberg transit, boxed black 
“Geprüft und freigegeben/
Überwachtungstelle/Königsberg i. Pr
[eussen]”.  No receiver cancel.  
Franked at 30 kopecks, the correct 
ordinary foreign letter rate (Tariff of 
10 March 1918).  An example of mail 
to Austria made possible by the 
March 1918 Treaty of Brest Litovsk.  
Post-Treaty mail to Imperial Austria-
Hungary is much scarcer than mail to 
Germany, reflecting the balance of 
commercial and private interests 
which tilted Russia much more to-
wards Germany. 

Fig. 15 

Fig. 16  

Fig. 17 

SERGIEVSKI POSAD TO PLOCK 

MOSCOW TO GERMAN-OCCUPIED REVAL 

PETROGRAD TO VIENNA 
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October 1918  Fig. 18: The Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk (March 1918) allowed 
the resumption of mail, in both 
directions, between Bolshevik Russia 
and former Russian territories now 
occupied by German armies. 
 
This civilian letter with Imperial 
Russian cancellation of KOIDANOVO 
MINSK is addressed to a factory in 
PAVSHINO, MOSK[VA].  G
[UBERNIYA] arriving there 6 11 18.  
It is franked correctly with a regular 
20 Pf Germania and a local 60 Pf 
Control stamp issued by the 10th 
Army of General von Falkenhayn.  
This requirement of a supplementary 
payment and adhesive for civilian 
mail through the military-controlled 
post, applied only in the Minsk 
region, and covers are scarce. 
 
The front of the envelope carries a 
German censor cachet - circle with 
letter “W” inside, in black - and a 
violet censor cachet Moscow #31. 

April 1919  Fig. 19: Registered Court 
correspondence, sent from KASIMOV 
RYAZ[AN] 11 1 19 - probably a slipped 
date for 11 4 19 -addressed to People’s 
Court located at Station Divovo on 
the Ryazan Railway with receiver 
cancellation DIVOVO RYAZ[AN] 19 4 
19.  On front, note in red ink dated 
12/V and evidence of Court archiving 
at right of cover. 
 
Correctly franked at 50 kopecks 
according to the “Free Post” Tariff of  
1 January 1919, the cover notable for 
use of 35 kopeck Kerensky stamp as 
part of the franking. 

Fig. 18 

Fig. 19 

GERMAN-CONTROL MINSK TO MOSCOW 

KASIMOV TO DIVOVO, RYAZAN 
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April 1919  Fig. 20: The whole of 1919 
is a Free Post period in Soviet Russia:  
ordinary postcards and letters 
travelled free.  Only registered mail 
was charged for but then it was 
charged for both postage and 
registration, 25 + 25 kopecks. 
 
In the case of this cover, it is Official 
correspondence indicated by a violet 
PECHAT PAKETOV seal of the 
Viazma Main Leather Factory on the 
reverse and the registry number  
“N 406” on the front at left.  
Consequently, the letter remains 
exempt from the charge for postage 
and only the 25 kopecks for 
Registration is payable. 
 
The letter is sent from VIAZMA 
SMOL[ENSK] 8 4 19 to Moscow 
where its arrival is confirmed by a 
MOSKVA V EXSP 11 4 19 cancel on 
the reverse.  Note the unusual home-
made Registration cachet at top right 
which looks as if it is cut from wood 
or lino. 

May 1919  Fig. 21: Private 
correspondence, Registered picture 
postcard from KOZLOV TAMB[OV] 
12 5 19 to Petrograd with weak 
Petrograd receiver in red. 
 
Correctly franked at 35 kopecks 
according to the “Free Post” Tariff of  
1 January 1919.  Registered postcards 
are normally scarce and with this 
Tariff, probably quite rare. 

Fig. 20 

September 1919  Fig. 22: The whole of 
1919 is a Free Post period in Soviet 
Russia: ordinary postcards and letters 
travelled free.  Only Registered mail 
was charged but then it was charged 
for both postage and registration. 
 
In the case of this cover , it is charged 
at the second weight step, 25+25 
kopecks for postage, and then 25 
kopecks for Registration. 
 
The letter is sent from someone in an 
Evacuation Centre and posted at 
STARAYA RUSSA VOKSAL 5 9 19 in 
Novgorod to a Complaints Bureau in 
Petrograd where its arrival is 
confirmed by PETROGRAD 6 9 19 
cancel on the reverse.  Note the 
rubber Registration cachet at top 
right with details filled in by hand and 
the sender’s use of “Peterburg” rather 
than “Petrograd”. 

Fig. 22 

VIAZMA TO MOSCOW 

Fig. 21 

KOZLOV TO PETROGRAD 

STARAYA RUSSA TO PETROGRAD 
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February 1920  Fig. 23: Private 
correspondence, Registered cover 
from PESOCHNOE 21 2 20 - the 
Registration label expands the name 
to PESOCHNOE  NA VOLGA, YAROS
[AVL] GUB[ERNIYA]  -  addressed to 
Kaluga with weak receiver 
cancellation of KALUGA 2 3 20 on 
the reverse.  The cover is reduced at 
the top. 
 
Correctly franked at 4 roubles 
according to the “Free Post” Tariff of 
November 1919 with a block of 4 
Imperial Arms 1 rouble imperforate 
stamps.  

Fig. 23 

June 1920  Fig. 24: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
sent from KHARKIV 3, 26 6 20 and 
addressed to Baku with BAKU 18 7 20 
receiver cancellation.  On the front 
there is a weak strike of what is 
probably a Three Triangle Censor 
partly legible as KHARKOV EXSPED.  
Correctly franked to 10 roubles 
according to the Inland Tariff of 
March 1920 using 2 x 3  r 50 Imperial 
Arms stamps, perforated and a 3 
kopeck imperforate overprinted first 
with a Kharkiv Type 1 Trident and 
then with a revaluation handstamp 
“pyb” (applied upwards) - this latter 
is a scarce stamp and though the 
franking is correct the cover may be 
partly philatelically-inspired since the 
recipient is a known philatelist, A. 
Revest.  The cover has been 
expertised W. POHL in red (reverse 
at base). 

Fig. 24 

PESOCHNOE ON THE VOLGA TO KALUGA 

KHARKIV TO BAKU 
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June 1920  Fig. 26: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
sent from KUSTANAI TURG[AI]  
26 6 20 to Magdeburg, on the reverse 
Petrograd transits of 6 7 20 and  
7 7 20 and MAGDEBURG 27 7 20 
receiver cancellation. 
 
The letter is franked with eight 
adhesives all with Kustanai 
Postmaster Provisional revaluation 
overprints “Pyb” in black (Michel type 
IV).  Kustanai was a major Red Army 
base in what is now Kazakhstan and 
the postmaster provisionals were 
used extensively on Red Army parcel 
cards.  However, this is not only the 
only known cover going abroad using 
these stamps but one of very few 
known examples of any Postmaster 
Provisional usage on 1920 foreign 
mail.  It was sent in the first month of 
the resumed RSFSR Foreign mail 
services. 
 
The new Foreign Tariff of 7 June 1920 
specified a charge of 10 roubles for a 
Registered letter but here the 
franking adds up to 100 roubles, 
though there is no indication of any 
philatelic motivation.  Either there 
was a local Tariff applied is Kustanai 
or else a clerk has become confused 
and has converted the total face value 
of 1 rouble to 10 roubles rather than 
the 100 indicated by the overprints. 

May 1920  Fig. 25: Money Transfer 
Form used to send 2000 roubles from 
CHERKASSY 28 5 20 to KANEV 
KYIV 25 6 20 (with the Ukrainian 
spelling KYIV) and then forwarded to 
ROSEVO-NAKEVSKOE KIEV 29 6 20 
(Russian spelling of KIEV) and signed 
for. 
 
The transfer is correctly charged at 
2% of the sum transferred according 
to the RSFSR Tariff, the franking 
provided by two 40 Sh General Issue 
Ukrainian stamps revalued in 
manuscript “20 p”, which is the 
correct x 100 revaluation introduced 
in March 1920 (40 Sh = 20 kop; 20 
kop x 100 = 20 roubles).  This is a 
rare use of the Cherkassy Postmaster 
Provisional which is recorded on 
other values of the General Issue. 

Fig. 25 

Fig. 26 

CHERKASSY TO KIEV 

KUSTANAI TO GERMANY 
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September 1920  Fig. 27: Uninsured 
Parcel Card used to send a 31 Funt 
parcel from Tomsk guberniya, 
charged at 78 roubles.  The parcel was 
sent from NIZHNE-CHULIMSKOE 
TOMSK   
23 9 20 arriving in BOGORODSK 
MOSK[VA] G[UBERNIYA] 23 11 20 
and signed for. 
 
The card is correctly franked at 78 
roubles with 18 roubles provided by 
Imperial Arms stamps (1, 2 and 15 
kop) on the reverse.  Sixty roubles are 
provided by the 20/14 kopeck 
Romanov stamps on the front, 
revalued x 100.  The Romanov stamps 
were invalidated at the time of the 
March 1920 revaluation and they are 
used here, six months later, as a local 
Postmaster Provisional.  No clerk 
acting alone would have risked using 
Romanovs at this date, and a similar 
example of use of this same Romanov 
stamp on a formular is known from 
Viatka guberniya (Collection V. 
Opsimos).  This 20/14 combination is 
the only value Romanov known used 
revalued x 100. Fig. 27 

TOMSK GUBERNIYA TO MOSCOW GUB. 

October 1920  Fig. 28: Money 
Transfer Form used to send 1000 
roubles from TOMSK 8 10 20 to 
BELTOVSKOE TOMSK 17 10 20 and 
signed for. 
 
The transfer is correctly charged at 
2% of the sum transferred according 
to the RSFSR Tariff, the franking 
provided by a 14 kopeck Imperial 
Arms stamp with the local or forged 
overprint “k.20.k.” treated as a 
Postmaster Provisional of Tomsk. 
 
The overprint could have been 
applied by the post office but in the 
literature is generally treated as 
postal forgery which had been 
confiscated in quantity by the 
authorities.  The use of this 
interesting Provisional can be 
documented relatively easily from 
examples which have appeared in 
auctions over many years. 

Fig. 28 

TOMSK GUBERNIYA 
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April 1918  Fig. 31: Miss Evry writes 
to her brother Alf on 9 April 1918, the 
day after German troops have occu-
pied Bolshevik Kharkov: “Yesterday 
morning we heard cannonading in 
the distance.  The commandant went 
out to meet them & say they we sur-
render and in the evening they ar-
rived in great numbers.  Now we wait 
to see what will follow”. 
 
This formular postcard is franked to 
19 kopecks, no doubt an error for 20 
kopecks, and cancelled KHARKOV  
12 4 18.  It possible that the Ukrainian 
Republic postal authorities, operating 
under German occupation, could 
have passed this postcard to Russia 
(under the terms of the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk) for onward transmis-
sion, but there are no markings to 
indicate any transit or delivery. 
 
Miss Evry notes the price of black 
(rye) bread and says that “I have still 
400 roubles untouched & I am selling 
my things by degrees with the hope 
that God in his own time will bring 
me Home to England”. 

Fig. 31 

March 1918  Fig. 29: Private 
correspondence, ordinary postcard 
with printed message  in Polish sent 
from machine cancelled MOSKVA  
21 3 18 and addressed to 
Ekaterinoslav guberniya with 
NIKIOTVKA EKAT 6 .. .. 18 receiver 
cancellation.  Sent and possibly 
received just before the German and 
Austrian occupation of Katerynoslav 
district as provided for in the March 
1918 Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. 
 
Franked correctly at 20 kopecks 
according to the RSFSR Inland postal 
Tariff of February 1918.  If this had 
been sent later as a foreign mail 
under the Brest-Litovsk treaty 
provisions, the correct tariff would 
have been 12 kopecks. 

Fig. 29 

 MOSCOW TO EKATERINOSLAV 

March 1918  Fig. 30: Private 
correspondence, ordinary postcard 
sent from MAGDALINOVKA EKAT
[ERINOSLAV] 22 3 18 and addressed 
(insufficiently) to a Professor in 
Petrograd.  A blue crayon note on the 
back reading “Ekaterinosl” suggests 
that the card may have been 
designated for return, if not actually 
returned. 
 
Correctly franked at 20 kopecks 
according to the RSFSR Tariff of 
February 1918.  Katerinoslav 
guberniya was under Bolshevik 
control until its occupation in April by 
German and Austrian troops under 
the terms of the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk.  The Ukrainian postcard rate 
in March 1918 was 10 kopecks. Fig. 30 

 KATERINOSLAV TO PETROGRAD 

AN ENGLISH WOMAN IN KHARKOV 
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March 1920  Fig. 33: Private 
correspondence, Registered cover 
from VINNITSA ZABUSHE 17 3 20 
addressed to Petrograd with weak red 
Petrograd receiver on reverse.  A 
SPRAVKA non-delivery slip was at 
one point attached to the front and 
Mss. notes added to the cover.  The 
letter was returned to Vinnitsa with a 
cancellation of VINNITSA ZABUSHE  
19 4 20 on reverse.  The letter may 
then have got caught up in the Polish-
Soviet war — there are to cachets on 
the front, one violet and one blue 
either of which could be Polish. 
 
The cover is correctly franked to 10 
roubles in accord with the RSFSR 
Tariff of March 1920, using five 
Imperial Arms rouble value 
definitives all with Podilia type Ia 
Trident overprint.  During the period 
of Ukrainian independence, such high 
values were needed only for 
formulars and are not seen on letters 
apart from rare Cash on Delivery 
covers.  But this Soviet use on private 
correspondence is also rare because 
after March 1920 it was possible to 
make 10 rouble frankings using 
revalued kopeck stamps, with or 
without Trident overprints and this is 
more common. 

Fig. 33 

VINNITSA TO PETROGRAD 

April 1919  Fig. 32: After the  
11 11 18 Armistice and Germany’s 
developing internal chaos, the Soviets 
took control of much of what had 
recently been German-occupied (and 
Ukrainian National Republic 
administered) Ukraine, notably the 
industrially important eastern 
regions. 
 
This insured Parcel Card uses 21 x 50 
kopeck Imperial stamps overprinted 
with type 1 Katerinoslav Tridents to 
represent the 10 rouble 50 kopeck 
charges for sending a parcel of 20 
Funt 10 gram from ALEXANDROVSK 
EKATERINOSL[AV] 5 4 19 to Soviet-
controlled Riga with RIGA 13 4 19 
receiver and recipient’s signature (in 
Latin script) on reverse. 
 
Small boxed War Censorship cachet 
in violet and signature on front of 
card. 

Fig. 32 

EKATERINOSLAV TO RIGA 
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May 1920  Fig. 35: Insured Parcel 
form, printed in Vladikavkaz, used for 
a parcel 0f 13.28 Funt insured for 
2500 roubles sent from GROZNII 
TERSK OBL. 27 5 20 and received at 
STARAYA LEBEZHAIKA SAR[ATOV] 
14 6 20 and collected by the recipient 
on 20 June when a further 
cancellation was applied. 
 
Charged at 86 roubles, the franking 
supplied by 2 x 3 rouble Denikin 
stamps used on the reverse at face 
value (thus 6 roubles) and 8 x 10 
kopeck Denikin stamps revalued 
according to the RSFSR revaluation 
of March 1920 (thus 80 roubles). 
 
Though there is no endorsement, the 
parcel has been charged at 2.50 
roubles per Funt, the Red Army tariff. 

October 1920  Fig. 34: Uninsured 
Parcel Form, used to send a parcel of 
35 Funt from Field Post POLEVAYA 
POCHT. KONTORA No 71, 4 10 20 to 
BOGORODSK MOSK[VA] 24 11 20 
and signed for on 25 November. 
 
Charged at 87.50 roubles, 
representing the Red Army tariff of 
2.5 roubles per Funt.   
 
Franked with 4 x un-overprinted 
Imperial Arms 20 kopecks stamps on 
reverse, revalued x 100 to yield 80 
roubles of the franking together with 
15 x Kuban overprinted 50 kopeck/2 
kopeck imperforate stamps, used at 
the Kuban face value to provide the 
remaining 7 roubles 50 of the 
charges.  A relatively unusual mixed 
franking. 

Fig. 34 

Fig. 35 

FIELD POST 71 TO BOGORODSK 

GROZNY TO SARATOV 



The British Journal of Russian Philately 106 
93 

May 1920  Fig. 36: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
addressed to a soldier on active 
service sent from ALEXANDROVSK 
GRUSHEVSKI DON 8 5 20 to 
SIMLYANSKAYAR DON 23 5 20, and 
then returned with further 
Alexandrovsk cancellation.  Franked 
at the correct Soviet 10 rouble 
registered letter rate using 3 x the 
scarce 3 rouble PERFORATED 
Denikin stamps and a single 1 rouble 
Denikin.  Private correspondence 
from or within the Don Oblast at this 
early Soviet date is scarce with most 
Trophy uses of Denikin stamps found 
on formular cards. 

June 1920  Fig. 38: Private or 
ecclesiastical correspondence, 
ordinary postcard sent from 
PETROGRAD 9 6 20 and addressed 
to the St. Andrew’s Russian orthodox 
monastery (Andreevski Skete) on 
Mont Athos with Greek language 
routing mark Ag.[ion] Oros in red 
crayon and private Russian Cyrillic 
arrival cachet in violet for 11 February 
1921.  Petrograd Three Triangle 
Censor mark 14 6 20 in violet at base 
of card. 
 
The 20 kop Kerensky stationery card 
is used as a blank and the card is sent 
post free in accord with the RSFSR 
Foreign tariff of 7 June 1920.  This 
card is the earliest recorded item of 
mail sent abroad after the resumption 
of RSFSR foreign mail services in 
June 1920 (they were all suspended 
from 1 January 1919).  According to 
Alexander Epstein, two routes were 
available for the card’s transmission: 
either north out of Archangel to 
Vardø in northern Norway or south 
out of Odessa on an Italian ship. 

June 1920  Fig. 37: Post-Imperial 
Money Transfer Form (Arms 
removed at top left) used to send 500 
roubles from VOEZNESENKII-
RUDNIK EKAT[ERINOSLAV] 8 6 20 
to Ivan in Orlov guberniya with 
transit of MALOARCHANGELSK 
ORLOV 15 6 20 and arrival cancel of 
IVAN ORL[OV] 15 6 20.  Paid out on 
10 July with further Ivan Orlov cancel 
applied. 
 
Franked with a 10 kopeck Denikin 
“One Russia” stamp revalued x 100 to 
yield the correct 10 rouble (2%) fee on 
the Transfer.  Additionally, the stamp 
has been locally perforated 91/2 

to 10 and this example may be 
the only recorded usage.  

Fig. 36 

Fig. 37 

Fig. 38 

ALEXANDROVSK-GRUSHEVSKI TO SIMLYANSKAYAR 

KATERINOSLAV TO ORLOV 

PETROGRAD TO MONT ATHOS 
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June 1920  Fig. 39: Private 
correspondence, ordinary letter sent 
from UNDOL VLAD[IMIR] 25 .. 20, 
addressed to Anyksciai, independent 
Lithuania, with new style Lithuanian 
arrival cancel ANYKSCIAI 13 IX 20 
on reverse.  Moscow Three Triangle 
Censor mark MOSKVA 
EXSPEDITSIA 22 7 20 on front.  No 
indication of routing from Moscow. 
 
This letter is sent post free in accord 
with the RSFSR Foreign tariff of 7 
June 1920, published to mark the re-
introduction of foreign mail services 
which had been suspended in 
January 1919.  Free post on ordinary 
foreign mail was withdrawn in the 
Tariff of 30 September 1920 and free 
post items from the June-September 
period are rare.  Such mail as is 
known from this period is mostly 
Registered. 

October 1920  Fig. 41: Private 
correspondence, ordinary letter sent 
on the TPO, RYAZHSK 61 VYAZMA 
24 10 20 to Brussels with Moscow 
Three Triangle Censor mark 27 10 20 
on the front and BRUXELLES - 
BRUSSEL 8 XII 1920 receiver on 
reverse.  No indication of routing 
after Moscow. 
 
This letter is correctly charged at 5 
roubles in accord with the RSFSR 
Foreign Tariff of 30 September 1920 
which abolished the Free Post on 
ordinary mail sent abroad, the 
franking provided by an imperforate 
5 kopeck Imperial Arms stamp 
revalued x 100 in accordance with the 
RSFSR revaluation of March 1920.  
Most mail abroad in 1920 was sent by 
Registered post, and the 5 rouble 
ordinary letter franking is rarely seen 
with only a few examples recorded by 
Alexander Epstein. 

August 1920  Fig. 40: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
sent from BERDICHEV 2 8 20 in 
Sovietised Ukraine to the USA with 
PETROGRAD 10 VIII 20 transit and 
NEW YORK 10 28 20 foreign receiver 
cancel. 
 
The letter is correctly charged at 10 
roubles in accord with RSFSR 
Foreign tariff of 7 June 1920, 
published to mark the re-introduction 
of foreign mail services which had 
been suspended in January 1919.  The 
Ukraine General Issue 20 Shahiv 
stamp has been standardly re-valued 
to 10k and then revalued x 100 
according to the RSFSR March 1920 
scheme of revaluation to yield the 10 
rouble franking required.  A rare 
example of Soviet mail abroad at this 
period. 

Fig. 39 

Fig. 40 

Fig. 41 

VLADIMIR TO LITHUANIA 

BERDICHEV TO PHILADELPHIA 

TPO RYAZHSK 61 VYAZMA TO BRUSSELS 
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March 1921  Fig. 42: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
sent from PETROGRAD 13 3 21 to 
Zurich with Petrograd Three Triangle 
Censor mark in violet 15 3 21, 
MOSKVA 23 3 21 transit on reverse 
together with ZURICH 23 IV 21 
receiver cancellation.  No indication 
of routing after Moscow. 
 
This letter is correctly charged at 10 
roubles in accord with the RSFSR 
Foreign Tariff of 30 September 1920.  
The franking is provided by 2 x 5 
kopeck imperforate Imperial Arms 
stamps, revalued x 100 according to 
the RSFSR revaluation of March 
1920.  The 10 rouble Registered letter 
tariff is the one most often seen in the 
first half of 1921 when foreign mail 
remains very scarce. 

May 1921  Fig. 43: Private Esperanto 
correspondence, ordinary postcard 
sent from OMSK 24 5 21 to Bamberg 
with weak Three Triangle Censor on 
the reverse, dated .. 7 21. 
 
This card is correctly charged at 2 
roubles in accord with the RSFSR 
Foreign tariff of 30 September 1920, 
which abolished the Free Post for 
ordinary mail sent abroad.  The 
Kerensky card is used as a blank in 
accordance with the invalidation of  
1 January 1919.  A German Postage 
Due mark PORTO KONTROLLE has 
been applied and “80” inserted by 
hand and repeated in blue on the 
card.  However, the card is correctly 
franked and both the cachet and the 
“80” in blue have been crossed 
through with red crayon. 
 
Alexander Epstein records only a few 
known examples of the 2 rouble 
postcard rate and this is the only one 
in my collection.  Most mail abroad in 
1920-21 was sent Registered. 

Fig. 42 

Fig. 43 

PETROGRAD TO ZURICH 

OMSK TO BAMBERG, BAVARIA 

December 1919  Fig. 44: Private 
correspondence, Registered letter 
sent from  Korsovka  (Latvian, 
Karsava) from a soldier who gives 
his address on the front of the 
envelope as 1st Cavalry regiment, 4th 
Division, and addresses his letter to a 
private residence in Rezhitsa 
(Latvian, Rezekne).  Franked at 4 
roubles, the correct RSFSR registered 
letter rate (Tariff of 5 November 
1919), the stamps cancelled with post-
Imperial but Cyrillic KORSOVKA 
LATVIA “a” 11 12 19 (von Hofman 
121.1) with Mss.  Registry details.  
Received at post-Imperial but Cyrillic 
REZHITSA LATVIA “b”, unclear date 
(von Hofman 217.7).  Returned to 
sender with improvised Spravka 
attached indicating that the recipient 
could not be found at the address 
given.  A further KORSOVKA LATVIA 

KORSOVKA TO REZHITSA 

Fig. 44 

“a” cancel in blue rather than the 
violet previously used has been 
applied on the letter’s return, but the 
date is not legible.  A rare item, 
signed Mikulski with certificate. 

Both Korsokva and Rezhitsa were 
under Soviet control until January 
1920.  
 
Ex collection of Dr Schrödinger.  


