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As a frontispiece to each issue of the Journal, a rare or unusual cover will be illustrated. 

This particular cover, taken from my collection, carries the special stamp issued for the Town Posts 
of St. Petersburg and Moscow in a strip of three. Issued on 15th July, 1863, it is extremely rare on 
cover in connected pieces and still more unusual by being addressed to Naples. The postmarks, in 
red and black, are for St. Petersburg and dated 6th August, 1864. On the front, in addition, is the 
framed word 3AKA3HOE (registered letter) and on the back a fancy oval bearing the number 138, 
probably a transit mark which is not Russian, and a black, but illegible cancellation. 

With the introduction of the regular issue of 10th July, 1864, the local fell into disuse and does not 
appear to have been again used until shortly before its withdrawal from use in 1884. By this time 
philately had become an established study and its reappearance was probably due to collectors being 
desirous of obtaining used copies. Stamps bearing dated cancellations of the early 'eighties are com
paratively common. 

W.H. H.H. 
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There has been an awakening of interest in Russian philately in this country since the formation of 
our Society ten years ago. 

For thirty or forty years Russia had been neglected. lt was poorly represented or not represented a 
all in the collections of leading philatelists, very few articles appeared in the journals, and items of 
outstanding interest came on to the market but rarely. 

Now there is a very different state of things. A small but enthusiastic band of specialists has been 
ceaselessly hunting for and getting together suitable material, studying it and collating and exchanging 
information. Unrecorded items and new discoveries have been described, plating has been done, and 
many articles have appeared in the philatelic press. Postmarks are now understood and even a compre
hensive picture of pre-stamp philately is beginning to take shape. No doubt the dispersal of the great 
Faberge collection in London during the war helped too, but Russia definitely occupies a more 
prominent position in the philatelic world. 

It was felt that the time had now come when we should give to ,all collectors the benefit of our studies, 
and it is our intention to put on record by means of this Journal new information of all kinds and new 
light on old information, in fact, anything of interest pertaining to the philately of Russia. 

VARIETIES OF CURRENT SOVIET STAMPS 

Mr. J. Barry sends us the following information about varieties of the definitive series first issued in 
1929: 

1 K. (Workman) orange-yellow (S.G. 541) occurs perf. 10½. 
5 K. (Guardsman) red-brown (S.G. 545) 1f 

10 K. (Workmen) olive-grey (S.G.550) all occur on paper without 
15 K. (Workman, soldier, peasant) dark green (S.G. 551) watermark. 
20 K. (Peasant) green (S.G. 552) J 

'30 kop', surcharged on 4 k. magenta in 1939 (S.G. 875), occurs on paper both with and without 
watermark. 
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In 1936 a small group of collectors with one common interest-Russian Philately-was invited to a 
meeting convened by Mr. V. G. Pickering and Dr. A. H. Wortman to consider the formation of a 
Study Circle. This meeting was held at 112 Strand, London, by kind permission of the late Mr. Albert 
Harris, and such was the enthusiasm displayed that it was unanimously resolved to inaugurate a group 
with the title 'Russian Study Circle', Dr. Wortman being the first President. 

Within the orbit of the Circle's activities were to be included all those Countries or States which 
had been at some time or other under Russian administration. Until the outbreak of war, the Circle 
met three times a year in London, and in addition-an Exchange Packet and a Notes and Queries Packet 
were put into circulation. The latter enabled members to bring to the notice of others the results of their 
researches and also to submit questions or stamps upon which information was required. 

Upon the outbreak of war in 1939, the Committee reluctantly decided that further meetings were 
impracticable, but agreed, if possible, to keep the two Packets running. Happily, not only did the 
circulation of the Packets during wartime prove a welcome diversion to the recipients, but membership 
of the Circle increased. With the cessation of hostilities, and as soon as travelling became reasonably 
easy, the Circle recommenced full activities, and already four meetings have been held. At the first of 
these it was decided to issue at intervals a journal, which would be a permanent record of the results of 
research undertaken by the members, using the 'Notes and Queries' Packet as a foundation. 

For some considerable time the ambiguity of the title, 'Russian Study Circle', was apparent, and at 
the meeting in January members unanimously agreed that in future the group should be known as 'The 
British Society of Russian Philately', and this journal, its official organ, 'The British Journal of Russian 
Philately'. 

It should be borne in mind that, whilst the collector pure and simple is welcomed, the primary 
function of the Society is research. 

The ultimate measure of the Society's success will, of course, depend upon the number of its students. 
Membership carries with it not only the privilege of sharing the results of others' work, but also the 
moral responsibility of contributing any findings of individual study. 
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SOCIETY MEETINGS 

After an interval of more than six years, the first post-war meeting of the Russian Study Circle (as 
our Society was then named) was held on the 26th October 1945 at the Charing Cross Hotel, London. 
It was a very happy reunion, and as usual a number of members from the Provinces was present. 

It was noted with satisfaction that during the war years membership had steadily increased, the 
Exchange and Research Packets had continued to circulate and that our financial position was satis
factory. In accordance with our policy, a new President was elected, Mr. C. C. Handford of Chesterfield 
being unanimously chosen to fill this position. 

Members had always had in mind the desirability of publishing a Journal, and at this meeting it was 
formally decided to do so. 

A display of unusual and interesting items by various members present concluded a highly satisfactory 
meeting. 

At the next meeting on 5th January 1946 it was decided to change the old title of Russian Study 
Circle to the more appropriate British Society of Russian Philately. Mr. A. W. Greaves gave a specialized 
display of the Shagiv issues of the Ukraine. 

On April 28th the Hon. Secretary, Mr. J. Barry, reported that contact had been made with the 
Russian American Philatelic Society and that he would endeavour to arrange for a supply of the issued 
numbers of their Journal to be made available to any of our members who wished to have them. This 
has since been done. 

Mr. H. F. Blease gave a comprehensive display of the issues of the Revolutionary Period and of the 
R.S.F.S.R. Many interesting varieties were shown. Dr. A. H. Wortman followed with selected items 
from his collection of pre-stamp covers, including a ship letter from Kronshtadt and a letter with the 
Odessa Quarantine Mark of 1846. 

At the meeting on June 15th 1946, there was a record attendance for a magnificent display by 
Mr. H. C. Goss. Over one hundred copies of No. l Russia were shown, many on complete letter or 
cover. The large unique postmark of Drushkenniki, Sterlitamak (Caucasus) in red on cover and the 
script postmark of Berdichev were among outstanding items. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on November 2nd at our usual meeting place, 
the Charing Cross Hotel, London. Mr. C. C. Handford was re-elected President and Mr. A. W. 
Greaves was elected Vice-President. Mr. J. Barry remains Hon. Secretary, and Mr. W. H. H. Huddy, 
Hon. Treasurer. Other officers were elected as shown on page 2. 

It was decided to raise the annual subscription to 10s. per annum, payable on 1st January, and a 
number of alterations were made to the rules. A Membership Card will be sent to all members setting 
out in full the Constitution and Rules of the Society. On the conclusion of official business, members 
settled down to enjoy a display of the Far Eastern Republic, containing all the catalogued rarities and a 
number of unofficial and uncatalogued items as well. This was presented in his usual modest manner 
by Mr. C. Stibbe of Eastbourne. 

RUSSIAN P.O AT JERUSALEM 

(The following notes are extracted from correspondence between Major Darlow and Dr. Webster 
of the American University of Beirut.) 

HISTORY 

As early as 1857 a mail service was running between Jerusalem, Jaffa and Odessa, conducted by the 
R.O.P. i T. who received a subsidy from the Russian Government for this purpose. 

In 1857 the first Russian Consulate was established in Jerusalem having premises inside the city walls. 
By the end of the eighteenth century some 5,000 Russians, whose numbers exceeded those of any other 

nationality, came annually to Jerusalem on a holy pilgrimage, and an immense terrain on the north side 
of the city was purchased by the Russian Government upon which was erected a large hospice for their 
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accommodation. On this compound the Russian Post Office was formally opened with much ceremony 
on 23rd August 1901 (old style). The Russian Consul-General, the Turkish Governor of Jerusalem, the 
Patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church and other notables were present. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The Russian P.O. dealt only with mail to and from Russia and the Russian P.O.'s in the Black Sea 
and the Mediterranean. 

Mail was brought to and from Jaffa by horse and carriage in charge of an armed kavass of the Russian 
Consulate. 

DIRECTION 

Mr. Abraham Solomiac, still residing in Jerusalem in November 1936, was the only Director of the 
Post Office throughout its existence. 

Some years after the opening of the P.O. Mr. Solomiac met Enver Bey, afterwards Enver Pasha, at 
Salonica (he was Governor of Salonica at the time) and persuaded him to accept mail from Jerusalem 
at Salonica for forwarding by the Orient Express to Moscow and St. Petersburg, instead of sending it by 
Russian steamboats or by way of Constantinople and the Black Sea, thus saving much time. 

CLOSING 

The Post Office was closed on October 1st 1914, when the Turkish Government abolished all foreign 
P.O.'s in Turkey. 

PLATE NUMBERS 

ARMS TYPES, 1909-17 (AND LATER) 

by W. E. HUGHES 

To get anything like a complete list of the plate numbers (or letters) one must cover a wide area of 
the country as so many Russian Arms type postage stamps were overprinted for use in the succession 
States, such as Ukraine, Armenia, Siberia, etc. The undemoted list is an effort to make a start and 
further additions will be welcomed. Except in rare cases the number or letter is below the sheet of 
100 stamps, either on the left or the right, not necessarily directly under stamp 91 or 100, more usually 
diagonally away from the stamps towards the otherwise unprinted margin of the stamp sheet: 

RUSSIAN STAMPS WITHOUT OVERPRINT 

Perforated. 
I KOP 
2 KOP 
3 KOP 
5 KOP 

7 KOP 
10 KOP 
15 KOP 
20 KOP 
25 KOP 

35 KOP 
50 KOP 

70 KOP 
I ROUBLE 

'l' on right, 'I' is malformed, thicker at top than bottom, like a wedge. 
'l' on right, large with serifs. 
'2' on right, actually alongside stamp No. 100 '2' is large with wavy foot. 
'I' on right, medium size with serif. 
'2' on right, flat foot. 
'3' on left. 
'5' on left. 
'3' on left, round top and base. 
'4' on right, medium size, open top and serif. 
'2' on right, flat foot, but all blurred, like a double print. 
'3' on right, rounded top and base. Medium size. 
'5' on right, large '5' with rounded top and base. 
'5' on right, 10 m. m. diagonally from 100th stamp. 
'5' on right, 22 m. m. (about) diagonally from 100th stamp. (Probably the 

same originally but impossible to say now.) 
'2' on left, '2' has flat foot. 
Horizontal varnished lines. Faint '5' at bottom left. No. 'V' controls or 

thick vertical ink lines on selvages. 
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lmperforate. 
l KOP 

3 KOP 
4 KOP 

5 KOP 
15 KOP 
70 KOP 
1 ROUBLE 

do. 

1 ROUBLE 

'1' on right, flat foot. 
'3' on left, small, thin and rounded top. 
Nothing at all. 
'1' on right, flat foot. 
'2' on right, figure blurred. 
'3' on right, small, rounded top. 
'l' on right, small, flat foot. 
Nothing at all. 
Nothing at all. 
'2' in light brown with 'l' in dark brown, the 'l' has a pinhole half-way up 

the right side. 
'2' in light brown with '8' in dark brown, the '2' has a pinhole inside the 

top loop. 

All the foregoing are without overprint or surcharge. The next four items are from the wholesale 
Soviet issue of Arms types remainders in 1922 surcharged with new values : 

15 KOP PERF. 

15 KOP IMPERF. 
15 KOP IMPERF. 

70 KOP PERF. 

ISSUE FOR THE CRIMEA 
l KOP IMPERF. 

surcharged 20 roubles. '5' on left. This is a large '5' with rounded top and 
base and comes under stamp 91. 

surcharged 30 roubles. '5' on right. 
surcharged 40 roubles. '4' on right. Medium sized with open top and serif 

at foot. 
surcharged 20 roubles. No figure or letter. 

surcharged 35 Kop. 'l' on right, very indistinct. 

ISSUES FOR SOUTH RUSSIA 
I have ignored the surcharges and have noted only the basic stamps. 

KUBAN DISTRICT 
l KOP PERF. 
I KOP IMPERF. 

25 KOP PERF. 

DON REPUBLIC 
I KOP IMPERF. 
2 KOP IMPERF. 
2 KOP PERF. 

3 KOP PERF. 

Nothing at all. 
'B' on left below stamp No. 91. 
'2' on left. 

'l' on right, barely visible. 
'2' on right, curved foot. 
'l' on right, flat base. 
'2' on right, curved foot. 
'I' on right, top of' l' missing. 

ISSUES FOR UKRAINE WITH TRIDENT OVERPRINTS 
1 KOP IMPERF. 'B' on left below No. 91. (Odessa and Kharkov.) 

1 KOP PERF. 
2 KOP PERF. 
2 KOP IMPERF. 

'l' on right, wedge shaped. (Kharkov.) 
'3' on left, round top and base. (Kiev, Odessa, and Kharkov.) 
'3' on left, flat top, small (Kiev.) 
'l' on right, flat base. (Odessa.) 
•f• on right, flat base. (Kharkov.) 
'2' on right, very blurred. (Kharkov.) 
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3 KOP IMPERF. 

4 KOP PERF. 
5 KOP IMPERF. 

10/7 KOP PERF. 

10/7 KOP PERF. 
15 KOP IMPERF. 
15 KOP PERF. 
l ROUBLE IMPERF. 

l ROUBLE PERF. 

'2' on left, curved foot. (Kharkov.) 
'4' on right, '4' has open top. (Kharkov.) 
'l' on left, flat base. (Kiev.) 
'l' on right, flat base. (Kharkov.) 
'2' in blue on left, '2' in black on left, both have flat base and are very 

similar. (Odessa.) 
Large '3' on left in blue but no black figure. Thin varnish lines. (Odessa.) 
'2' on right, curved foot. (Odessa.) 
'l' on right, flat base. (Kiev.) 
(Kiev.) Large '9' in dark brown at bottom of sheet, looks like an inverted 

'6'. A light brown number. probably existed as well but only part of the 
sheet is extant. 

(Kiev.) No V's. Stamps are set out in horizontal rows of 5 (8 such rows 
per sheet according to Michel). There are 3 broad brown ink lines down 
both right and left hand selvages. Vertical varnish lines. 

ARMENIAN REPUBLIC overprints on Russian arms types of 1909-17, handstamped during 1919-21, 
ignoring surcharges and dealing only with the basic stamps. 

l KOP IMPERF. 

l KOP PERF. 
3 KOP IMPERF. 
3 KOP PERF. 
4 KOP PERF. 
5 KOP PERF. 
5 KOP IMPERF. 

10/7 KOP PERF. 

25 KOP PERF. 

'B' on left, below stamp 91. 'B' is large. 
'3' on left, rounded figure. 
'l' on right, malformed. 
'2' on left, round foot. 
'l' on right, figure has splayed foot. 
'2' on right, curved foot to '2'. 
'2' on right, curved foot to '2'. 
'2' on right, flat foot. 
'4' on right, open top. 
'l' in blue and '2' in black, both left, flat bases. 
'3' in blue (round top) and '2' in black on left. 
'6' in blue and '2' in black, flat foot to '2', both on left. 
'2' on left, flat foot. 

Following are plate numbers of genuine Russian arms type stamps handstamped in Paris about 
1920 with forged Armenian symbols about the same time as the genuine overprinted stamps reached 
London. 

10/7 KOP PERF. 
15 KOP PERF. 
35 KOP PERF. 
50 KOP PERF. 

'8' in blue and '3' in black, round top to 3. 
'3' on left, rounded top and base. 
'5' (large) on right. 
'5' on right, about 22 m.m. diagonally below 100th stamp. 

It may be mentioned that the varnished lines on the faces of the stamp sheets are sometimes narrow 
and sometimes broad. The paper is occasionally oily or greasy looking; I doubt if this is due to the gum. 

No plate numbers appear on the sheets of 3½, 5, 7 and 10 rouble stamps of this series. Apart from 
the re-sorting of cliches to suit prevailing paper supplies, I think these higher values were generally 
confined to the same layout, that is to one setting. 

The arms type stamps of 1909-17 have no watermark, but sheets without a design embodied in their 
manufacture are rare and seem to be confined to a short period. On the majority of stamp sheets there 
is a watermark showing a continuous design like a long-linked chain, but this design appears only on 
the extreme right or left-hand margin oft.he stamp-sheet. It can be found also some years later on sheets 

6 



of Russian postage stamps bearing Soviet emblems, e.g. JOO Rouble yellow, so this chain-link design 
may be marginal evidence that the paper came from a mill producing security papers for the Russian 
State. Often, if one has that part of a sheet which shows the plate number, one can also say if this 
marginal chain-link design appears as well. 

I have not seen a stamp-sheet of this series which shows the chain-link design on both margins of 
one and the same stamp-sheet. The design appears to have been sheared and one would expect it to 
have appeared on both margins of the sheet of paper as it left the paper mill rolls. The stamps as sold 
over the post office counter were, as you know, in panes of 25 stamps, 4 such panes to the sheet, but it is 
possible that some stamps (especially the kopek values) were printed in larger sheets; I have no evidence 
which is decisive, but perhaps others have suggestions to make. 

THE NUMERAL LEV ANT POSTMARKS 

• • • • • • • • • 
· ·~· s· o· · •• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • •••••••• • • • • • • • 

A list of the numeral dots postmarks of Russia and the places which they represent was first pub
lished by Dr. E. von Bochmann in Die Postmarken des Russischen Kaiserreichs in 1895. A reproduction 
of the list was included in the Soviet catalogue of 1924, which is in Russian, of course, but both these 
works are rather difficult to obtain nowadays. However those who are fortunate enough to possess a 
copy of either will have noticed in the section devoted to railway stations that the words 'Agencies of 
the Russian Company of Steam Navigation and Commerce' appear opposite the numbers 777-787. 
The postmarks are in the shape of a triangle with truncated corners, as illustrated above. 

· To discover which ports in the Levant were represented by these numbers seemed an attractive 
problem to solve, and the obvious thing to do was to try to get information from covers. It was 
already known that the Imperial Government had ordered the dots postmarks to be used for the actual 
cancellation of stamps, while the named postmarks of the places they represented were to be stamped 
elsewhere on the covers, and it was hoped that a complete list could be made by a study of covers. 

There were, however, many difficulties. These covers are scarce and come on to the market very 
infrequently, but even when available it was found no easy matter to determine which town postmark 
corresponded to a particular numeral postmark. Sometimes there was no other postmark but a numeral 
one, at other times a name postmark plus a numeral one but the address written in Arabic, so that one 
could not be sure whether the name was of the port of origin or of the port of arrival, especially if both 
postmarks were in the same shade of blue, which was the colour used in nearly every case. There was 
especially confusion over the numbers 781 and 783 which were found in conjunction with either Mersina 
or Beirut, or both. Then, over a period of years, some of the numbers were never seen at all. Finally 
there was considerable difficulty in reading the numbers since there were no light-coloured centres to 
show them up as in the Imperial stamps, and very often one was faced with a blue postmark on a 
blue stamp. 

Thus little headway was made until the present writer came across Melville's article on the first 
stamp of the Russian Company of Steam Navigation and Commerce in the Stamp Lover of December, 
1924, in which he gave certain of the articles of the contract between the Company and the Imperial 
Government. 
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Article No. 3 of the contract gave the names of the ports at which the ships were to call for mails 
and it was noticed that there were eleven of them and also eleven numbers in the first batch allotted to 
the Agencies of the Company. If we make a list of the numbers and of the ports of call in the order in 
which they were given in the contract, actually in the order of a round trip which the ships made, we 
get just those numbers and names in conjunction which were often found together on covers. 

Here is the list: . 

777. Batum 781. Mersina 785. Alexandria 

778. Trebizond 782. Alexandretta 786. Athens 

779. Mytilene 783. Beirut 787. Salonica 

780. Smyrna 784. Jaffa 

From covers seen it is certain that Nos. 780, 781, 782, 783, and 785 represent the ports given in the 
above list and it seems equally certain that the others are also correct. 

It will be noticed that the towns of Odessa and Constantinople are not included but we know that 
the Company had Agencies at both places. They did not, however, have postmarks like those of the 
other Agencies. Article No. 2 of the contract stated that the handing over of the mails was to be carried 
out by the Odessa Frontier Post Office and the Constantinople Consular Post Office. On covers originat
ing from Constantinople the Company's stamps were cancelled by a postmark in blue consisting of a 
rhomboid of sixty-four dots (eight rows of eight) whose shape was also rhomboidal, without any 
number in the centre, and there was elsewhere on the cover the usual circular postmark in blue with the 
name 'Constantinople'. These were presumably the postmarks of the Consular P.O. 

The postmark of the Odessa Frontier Post Office at this date was No. 6 of the oval dots type used for 
Russia's nine 'frontier' P.O.'s, the '6' being distinguished from the . '9' of the same type by having a 
straight top, whereas the '9' has a ball at the foot. 

The contract also reveals that letters could be posted on board the Company's ships. It must be these 
that received only arrival postmarks, thus explaining the mystery of letters originating for example from 
Mersina and addressed to Beirut bearing the Beirut numeral 783 with or without an additional Beirut 
name postmark. There was more than one example of such a letter in the Faberge collection. 

There remains the mystery of the other numbers, 812 and 823-827. Stampless covers have been seen 
bearing the Company's postmarks in French and mentioning Agencies at Candia, Lattakia and Keras
sunde, with dates from 1859 to 1864, and the first ship type stamps are frequently cancelled with a 
Khios postmark. These four together with Rhodes and Kerch-Yenikal, which are also early postmarks, 
might be the six names needed, but more information is necessary before they can be allotted to their 
respective numbers. 

A.H.W. 
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'AUTHORIZATION FOR PHILATELY AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE' 

Five series of stamps overprinted in Russian as above: 
,.YnonHOMO'ieHHhIH no <1>1rnaTeJIHH H EoHaM 

- 3ArPAHl1YHbl11 OEMEH". 
were issued by the U.S.S.R. 

These are listed in the 1939-1941 illustrated price list as 'Official Stamps'. 

Details are as follows: 

1. S.G. 187, 188. Used 1922-1923: 

250 ROUBLES on 35 K. 
500 ROUBLES on 70 K. 

2. On Imperial Insurance Stamps, 1923-I 925: 

1 KOP in black on 1 K. 5 KOP in bronze on 5 K. 
3 KOP in black on 3 K. 10 KOP in bronze on 10 K. 

5 KOP•in gold on 5 K. 

Note.-On certain of the 5 and 10 kop stamps the supersign ' - 'is omitted from over the last '11' in 
the word '3AfPAHl1YH 6111'. All the 5 and 10 kop stamps occur with and without the supersign' - '. 

3. S.G. 124 and others of the 1914 Charity Issue. Used 1925-1928: 

5 KOP on 1 K. 
10 KOP on 3 K. 
15 KOP on 1 K. 

25 KOP on 7 K. 

50 KOP on 1 K. 
75 KOP on 10 K. 

1 ROUBLE on 3 KOP. 

Note.-Different perforations are found as S.G. 124 to 145, but probably not all were overprinted. 
The 5 kop on 1 K. occurs with a 'c' for the last 'o' in the word 'YnoJIHOMO"!eHHhlH' also with the 
first 'H' omitted in the word '<l>HnaTeJIHH'. • 
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4. S.G. 214to 219. Used 1928 to 1933. These were issued perforated 11 as follows: 

10 KOP on 250 ROUBLES. 1 ROUBLE on 200 ROUBLES. 

25 KOP on 300 ROUBLES. 5 ROUBLE on 100 ROUBLES. 

50 KOP on 1000 ROUBLES 

Note.-The Soviet list shews only three but all five of the above are known. The 500 rouble value 
S.G. 218 may have been used in addition. 

5. S.G. 187, 188. Used 1933-1939: 

5 KOP on 70 K. 1 ROUBLE on 35 K. 

lOKOP on 70 K. 3 ROUBLE on 35 K. 

15 KOP on 70 K. 5 ROUBLE on 35 K. 

25KOP on 70 K. 10 ROUBLE on 70 K. 

50KOP on 35 K. 10 ROUBLE on 35 K. 

Note.-All the five issues were used to denote that tax had been paid on out-going philatelic material 
and money transfers. 

In the case of philatelic material this wasJ orwarded by the sender to the Moscow Philatelic Bureau. 
There the tax due was estimated and the necessary stamps to cover affixed after payment on the back of 
the envelope and cancelled in blue-violet with a rubber stamp. 

REVOLUTIONARY SURCHARGES ON ROMANOV ISSUE 

(Extract from Catalogue Speciale des Timbres de Guerre de Russie. Librairie Russe, Paris. Printed 
by Yvert & Tellier, 1920.) 

Allying themselves with the many organizations whose aim was .to feed the revolutionary soldiers 
patrolling day and night in the .capital without returning to their barracks, the employees of many Post 
Offices of Petrograd and Kolpino decided to surcharge the Romanov stamps which were on hand in 
these Post Offices. 

Issued with the authority of the Soviet sitting in Smolny, but under a special decree, which is quite 
understandable in view of the confusion into which all powers and institutions had been thrown by 
events, these stamps were sold over the counters of Post Offices at double their face value, the surplus 
being turned over to the Committee of Soviets. The work of surcharging was done gratuitously by the 
printing works of the Soviet at Petrograd [Petrograd, Saik in, per. 6]. 

To increase sales and make people buy many instead of only one stamp, the surcharge was put on 
blocks of 4, 8, and 12 stamps. The red surcharge consisting of a Phrygian bonnet between crossed swords 
with the inscription 'Fraternity, Equality, Liberty' was put on blocks of four and the black surcharge 
reproducing the first communiques of the Soviet of Deputies, Soldiers and Workers of Petrograd on 
blocks of 8 and 12 stamps, and the two proclamations (of abdication) of the Tsar and the Grand Duke 
Michael. 

10 



These stamps, issued in the early days of March 1917, were on sale for only two days, but even in 1918 
postal officials in Petrograd and elsewhere continued to accept them for franking correspondence. 

The Minister of Posts, being unable to prevent the use of these stamps without incurring the 
opposition of the employees, and on the other hand, being unable to recognize them as having been 
surcharged without a special order (which was against the law since the Soviet had not yet even been 
recognized by Ministers) tried not to comment on the matter. To questions which were put to him 
officially he replied vaguely that 'these surcharges have not been done by the National Printing Works'. 

In blocks and singles all these stamps have franked correspondence for the interior as well as for 
abroad. 

EDITORIAL COMMENT: 

Nothing in the above is contradicted by anything in various works consulted : Intourist Guide of 
the Soviet Union, Soviet Communism (the Webbs), and Ten Days that Shook the World (John Reed). 

On the other hand confirmation is partly provided by references to the formation of the Petrograd 
Soviet in February, 1917, and to the Second Congress of Soviets being held in the Smolny Institute in 
October, 1917. Smolny was a convent school for daughters of the nobility. 

One of us has a cover with a block of four of the 4k., Romanov with red surcharge and a pair of 
2k. 1909 arms type, imperf., bearing the postmark of Petrograd 25. 9. 1917 and addressed to Theodore 
Champion at Paris. 

There is a censor's numeral stamped on the back but no arrival postmark. A number of other covers 
and postcards exist and there is no doubt that they passed through the post. 

Philp & Sons . Lt~ .. P rinte rs . Lkkeur.cl 

11 








