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EDITORIAL
Edward Klempka
Hi!
Welcome
to the new look journal,
printed for the first time in
full colour.
Our thanks to Dennis Page
ZKRHGLWHGWKHODVW\HDU¶V
Journal 101 despite his
prolonged illness. Sadly
Dennis passed away earlier
this year.

The new lady at the helm is
Caroline Ferreira our
Secretary and Treasurer, and
the truth be told, the real
SRZHUEHKLQGWKLV\HDU¶V
journal.
Thanks to all those members
(and non-members) who have
contributed articles, a superb
cross section of interest surely something for
everyone.

I am encouraged by the
number of members who have
submitted articles for the first
time thus rejuvenating our
blood stock; long may it
continue.

Edward Klempka
EDITOR November 2012

BSRP WEEKEND MEETING ² OCTOBER 2011
& Levant Ship Mail.

A very enjoyable and
successful annual weekend
meeting was held on the
22nd and 23rd of October
2011 at the Union Jack Club,
Waterloo, London.
The programme for Saturday
22nd October consisted of the
following:
At 09.30 we commenced
with a get-together and
bourse which was followed
by some members' displays
before the morning's major
exhibits:
Edward Klempka² Civil War
Military Intervention and Dr
Raymond Casey²Black Sea

After a break for lunch there
followed major displays from
Dr Thomas Berger²
Independant Ukraine 1918 1920, Misha Alishabaya
(Moscow) & Dr Hans
Grigoleit (Wiesbaden) Turkish and British Postal
Services in Batum 1918 1920 and Trevor Pateman²
Early Usage of Imperial Arms
Imperforates, 1917-1919.
The day continued with
further members' displays,
before retiring to the Cote
Restaurant in Covent Garden
where members and their
guests were able to enjoy an
evening meal together.
The programme for Sunday
24th October consisted of the
following:
At 09.30 and after the gettogether, bourse & members'
displays, there followed
major displays from Terry
Page & Edward Klempka²

The Viatka Court Archive
Explored and
Lenard Tiller & Robin Joseph
Latvia ± The 1st
Independence: Sun, Arms
DQGµ%DQNQRWH¶6WDPSV
After lunch and a Bourse
there followed a major
display from Edward
Klempka²Important
Russian Covers ± 1888 to
1923.
The President (and organiser
RIWKHµ2NWREHU:HHNHQG¶
events) Terry Page, thanked
our Guests of Honour Misha
Alishabaya & Dr Hans
Grigoleit for travelling from
Moscow and Weisbaden
respectively, and giving such
an informative and excellent
display of their Batum
collections. The President
also thanked all those who
had displayed and also gave
special thanks to Thomas
Berger for travelling from
Switzerland to share more of
his collection with us.
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THE OMSK EXHIBITION OF 1911
Philip E. Robinson, FRPSL

Fig. 1
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Fig. 2
I first became aware of the
Omsk exhibition in 1985
when researching and
compiling data for my book
on Siberian postmarks1.
To try to assess the rarity of a
stamp or postmark isn't easy,
and attempting to value such
an item is fraught with
difficulties. However, I
decided that the postmark
used by the temporary post
office at the 1911 Omsk
exhibition, inscribed
"ǶǴǹǲȂ-ǪȃǹǺǨǪǲǨwas
rare by any standards, and in
fact, such was its rarity that I
felt it should be the only
postmark in the book that

4

warranted the highest
valuation rating of 'H'.

two sides of the river, until a
permanent bridge was built.

However, the fact that
bargains can still be found is
exemplified by the folded,
double-size postcard (Figs. 1
and 2) that was offered via
eBay in April 2012, and which
I purchased for just US$71.

The card was published by the
firm of M.E. Stozh of Irkutsk
and printed by Tipografiya
Myakova of St Petersburg; it
was evidently based on a
photograph taken in 19012.

The card shows a panorama of
the city of Irkutsk, taken from
a point near the railway
station and looking across the
River Angara to the city
centre. It shows the floating
bridge, supported on
pontoons that during the
summer months linked the

Although the card itself is
quite interesting (in particular
as the message is in
Esperanto), it is the postmark
that makes this item a rarity,
for it is the very same Omsk
exhibition postmark (Fig. 3).
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Fig. 3

Fig. 4
In 1985 I had only recorded a
single example of this
postmark, dated 19 July 1911.
This had been illustrated in a
1973 article by Zh. Aronova in
Filateliya SSSR 3. Since then I
had only seen two more
examples of the postmark
(both with the serial letter 'b')
until this one was offered.
I should perhaps mention that
in the 1990s I was given a
postcard with a purported
example of the Omsk
exhibition postmark by a
Russian collector, but this
turned out to have been faked
- see my article on the subject
in the Rossica Journal 4.
Aronova tells us that the
exhibition's full title was the
"First West-Siberian
Agricultural, Trade and
Industry Exhibition" and that
its "Post-Telegraph
Otdyelenie" opened on 15
June 1911. In fact this date is
incorrect, as although the
exhibition opened on this day,
we know from the PostTelegraph Journal that the
temporary PTO at the
exhibition had opened on 25
May 1911, and it closed on 21

August. The earliest date so
far recorded for the exhibition
postmark is the example
shown here dated 29 June
1911, and the latest example
so far seen is dated 1 August.
The postcard illustrated in
Figs. 1 and 2 is addressed to a
Mr E.F. Gould of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, U.S.A. and sent by
A.K. Skalskii. Writing in
Esperanto, Mr Skalskii
apologises for not having
written for a long time, he
mentions a former school
friend of his who lives in New
York, and he tells Mr Gould
that he is staying in Omsk so
as to visit the exhibition. On
the picture side he writes that
Irkutsk is the most beautiful
city in Siberia, and that
Tomsk is almost as beautiful.
He also promises to send
some views of the Omsk
exhibition.
Mr Skalskii would have had
no trouble finding postcards
with views of the exhibition,
as a number of publishers
produced views of the various
pavilions, which were fine
examples of Russian wooden
architecture. Judging from
postcards in my own

collection, the local Omsk
firm of Antonov published at
least six different views based
on their own photographs and
printed by the large Moscow
firm of Scherer, Nabholz. One
of these, showing the pavilion
dedicated to migration (to
Siberia) is shown in Fig. 4.
Another seven or more artistdrawn views of pavilions were
produced by an anonymous
publisher and printed by the
Omsk firm of N. Ya. Ivanov;
two of these are shown as
Figs. 5 and 6, showing the
main entrance and the
machinery pavilion
respectively.
I also have a single realphotographic view of the
³6LEHULDQ5DLOZD\´SDYLOLRQ
published anonymously; this
is shown as Fig. 7.
Postcards such as these, and a
few surviving examples of the
exhibition postmark, remain
to remind us of an important
trade exhibition, held in
Siberia just three years before
the First World War broke
out, during and after which
life in Russia was to change
fundamentally.
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PARCEL CARDS
Noel Warr

There has been nothing
written on parcel cards since
5D\&HUHVD¶VDUWLFOHLQBJRP
52, December 1975. Parcel
cards are not included in
catalogues of postal
stationery, because they have
no pre-SULQWHG³VWDPS´WKH
detail on them varies a lot
and because they were
printed locally and not
centrally (though following
what must have been a
prescribed layout). The
colour of the stock varies
from off-white through buff,
a deep yellowish colour to
one that is almost pink.
There were three categories
of parcel ± those whose
contents were of no value,
insured parcels and cash on
delivery parcels ± with the
relevant wording on the card:
Bez Tsyeny ± Without value;
Tsyennoii Na space ± Valued
at; Nalozhenneii Platezh
space ± Cash on Delivery.
Towards the bottom left
corner of the card there is a
table detailing the charges
incurred for sending the
parcel, these tables vary:
stamps to the value of the
total charge were affixed to
the right hand side of the
card.
There were bi-lingual
(Russian and French) cards
for parcels being sent abroad:
these cards do not usually
have the charges table.
The elements in the table of
charges vary according to the
category of parcel being
posted; you will find:

Vesov

Weight

Dostav

Delivery

ZA Nal.
Pl

Cash on
Delivery

Strakh

Insurance

Kommis

Commission

Mat

Materials
(sealing wax)

and, on the early cards:
Rosp

Receipt

The tables on the early cards
were hand-written, later
replaced by a handstamp and
subsequently pre-printed
(See Figs 1,2 & 3). Most
cards have provision for
COD, even when the heading
on the parcel card is
³:LWKRXW9DOXH´7KHUHLVD
paper label from the
originating post office, with
black printing inside a blue
frame.
The differing headings and
charges lead to a multiplicity
of permutations.
The 1872 Postal Regulations
give details on posting a
parcel. The COD type
posting is not mentioned so
was presumably not available
until a later date, nor is there
mention of parcel cards and
the earliest seen is 28.4.04
from Elizavetgrad to Warsaw
(Fig. 1) ± does anyone know
of any earlier ones?

new Postal Regulations of
1903 - and it is not
unreasonable to assume that
parcel cards were introduced
at this time.
To summarise what Ray
Ceresa says in his article, the
names and addresses of
sender and recipient were
filled in on the card, stamps
to the total of the charges
were put on the front at the
right (continued on the back
if necessary) and cancelled.
The card was probably
HQFORVHGZLWKLQD³SRFNHW´
attached to the parcel and on
receipt at the post office
nearest the address of the
recipient it was removed and
sent by ordinary post to the
addressee (or was just the
coupon on the left side of the
card sent?). On presenting
the card in due course at the
post office the addressee
would be given the parcel
and would be required to
sign the back of the card in
acknowledgement of receipt.
The card would then be
retained by the receiving
office or returned to the
original sending office if
there was a problem re
delivery, such as the recipient
refusing to pay the COD
charge. There is usually a
hand-written notation on the
backs of cards returned to the
originating office giving the
reason for non-delivery.

There were many changes in
the postal system with the
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The coupon at the left that
KDGWKHVHQGHU¶VQDPHDQG
address that has been
detached from internal cards
is often found on external
FDUGVLQVFULEHG³3HXWqWUH
GpWDFKHSDUOHGHVWLQDWDLUH´
Presumably the coupon from
internal cards was kept in the
receiving post office or given
to the recipient of the parcel,
which maybe explains why
none of them have turned up.
The cards, at Figs. 1, 2 and 3,
cover the salient points of
internal cards in general. A
further card is of interest
because it is from a railway

station post office and shows
continuation of the franking
on the reverse (Fig. 4).
Cards for parcels going
abroad are less frequently met
with and appear to be of a
more consistent format. The
coupon at the left is usually
still attached and there is a
paper label from the
originating post office along
with a paper label stating
Valeur déclarée and various
transit and customs marks. A
typical card is at Fig. 5.

and some examples are shown
in Figs 6 to 9.
Some points for further study
were mentioned by Ray
Ceresa at the end of his article
and I hope that further
stimulus will be provided by
this article to inspire
collectors to delve further into
this aspect of postal history.

A receipt was given to the
sender at the time of dispatch

D. E

Fig. 1
Elisavetgrad 28.04.04 to Warsaw 2 V 19-04, with hand-written table of charges.

8
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Fig. 2
Saratov 16.12.04 to Warsaw, 20 Xll 19-04, with hand-stamped table of charges.

Fig. 3
Lodz 2.11.07 to Mikhailovsky Kutor, 6.11.07 and 10.1.08, with printed table of
charges. The card was returned to Lodz, 13 and 21.1.08, and has the post office
copy of the receipt attached.

The British Journal of Russian Philately 102

9

Valued at 8R, postmarked St
Sharapova Okhota M(oscow)
Kursk.Zh. D. 13.12.09 to
Radom where it arrived
17.12.09 and was collected by
the recipient on 22 Dec,
receiving a further Radom
mark of that date. The
weight of the parcel was 18
funt 28 2/3 lots, the postage
of 2R 15K being paid for in 5
and 10K stamps that had to
be continued on the reverse
of the card.

(front)

Fig. 4

10
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(back)

Fig. 5
An external, bilingual card with coupon attached. Baku 11.5.10 via Thorn, Frankfurt and Basel
to Zurich. Valued at 20R.

1895 r.

ou.-Te.1e

Fig. 6
5HFHLSW6W3HWHUVEXUJ"(N1RYZLWKKDQGVWDPS³9DOXHSDUFHO´
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Fig. 7
Receipt, St Petersburg 12 GPO 18 l 19-01, for a value parcel to Sukhum-Kale. A
5th charge is added to the list of charges ± ³)RUPDWHULDOV´ VWULQJVHDOLQJZD[ 

Fig. 8
5HFHLSW3HWURJUDG RQD6W3HWHUVEXUJIRUP ³&2'3DUFHO´KDVEHHQ
crossed through.

Fig. 9
5HFHLSWXQGDWHG6W3HWHUVEXUJ³(NVSHGLWVLDIRUWKH'HVSDWFKRI
3DUFHOV´

12
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LOCALLY REVALUED INDUSTRY & COMMERCE ISSUE
Edward Klempka
During August-September
1921 a set of five stamps
portraying symbols of
Industry and Commerce were
issued. The 100R (yellow)
and 200R (brown) portrayed
the symbol of Agriculture,
the 250R (slate purple)
portrayed the symbol of
Science and Art, whilst the
500R (blue) and 1000R
(deep rose red) portrayed the
symbol of Industry.
The 200R, 300R and 500R
issues are rarely found used
on covers. The other values
are more easily found,
particularly in large used
blocks, as postage rates
increased due to a rapid
increase in inflation.

Local revaluation 300R stamp to 3000R

Fig. 1a
Foreign rate postcard posted Moscow 30.4.1922. The rate was
18,000R. Paid by the use of two 7500R (overprinted on 250R)
stamps and a 300R stamp revalued to 3000R. Total franking
18,000 R.

The 100R, 200R and 300R
are found, used as revalued
stamps, probably a local revaluation.

MOSCOW APRIL-MAY
1922 REVALUATIONS
The 200R and 300R stamps
are found revalued ten fold to
2000R and 3000R respectively (Figs. 1a and 1b).

Fig. 1b
Foreign rate postcard posted Moscow 5.4.1922. The rate was
18,000R. Paid by the use of two stamps of 5000R and 10,000R
respectively and 300R revalued to 3000R. Total franking
18,000 R.
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AMERICAN RELIEF
ADMINISTRATION
POSTCARDS REVALUED
(to 250R) SAVINGS
BANK AND CONTROL
STAMPS
The covers at Figs. 2a and 2b
show two different frankings;
the 6000R and the 8000R
rate, both on American Relief
Administration post cards.
The top cover (Fig. 2a) is
franked with a 5000R
(overprinted on 2R stamp)
and four Savings Bank
stamps revalued to 250R
each. Total franking 6000R.

Fig. 2a
Foreign postcard posted Moscow 20.4.1920. Franked at 6000R
with 5000R (on 2R) and four revalued Savings Bank stamps
(250R each). Total franking 6000R.

The lower cover is franked
8000R - made up from
7500R (overprint on 250R)
and two 250R revalued
control stamps.
The rates of 6000R and
8000R on these postcards
are often seen but they do
not correspond with the
postage rates of the time.
They are most likely to be
franked at AR rate (Advice of
Receipt) and are usually not
postmarked.
Fig. 2b
Foreign postcard posted 15.5.1920. Franked at 8000R with
7500R (on 250R) and two revalued Control stamps (250R each).
Total franking 8000R.

14
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MOSCOW APRIL - MAY 1922 REVALUATIONS
The scarcity of these revalued stamps used on covers suggest that
they were revalued locally.
Two examples of revaluation. Both postcards have been franked
800R stamps revalued to 8000R and were used on 15 May 1922.

u.
Fig. 3a
Foreign Advice of Receipt posted Moscow 15.5.1922. Postage
paid by four 200R stamps revalued to 2000R. Total 8000R.
Correctly franked.

Fig. 3b
Foreign Advice of Receipt posted Moscow 15.5.1922. Postage
paid by one 200R and two 300R stamps revalued to 2000R and
3000R respectively. Total 8000R. Correctly franked.
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KHARKOV
REVALUATION
The foreign letter rate on 24
May 1922 was 200,000R.
Postage has been paid by 24
stamps valued at 7,500R
(surcharged on 250R) and 10
stamps with a value of 200R
revalued to 2000 R.
Total franking:
24 x 7,500R = 180,000
10 x 2,000R = 20,000
Total = 200,000
Cover correctly franked.

Fig. 4
Foreign letter posted Kharkov 24.5.1922. Franked with ten 200R
stamps revalued to 2000R each and 24 7500R (on 250R)
stamps.

16
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ODESSA REVALUATION
The foreign letter rate on 8 May 1922 was 200,000R. Postage
has been paid by the use of 8 stamps valued 22,500R and four
stamps of 200R and 300R revalued to 2000R and 3000R
respectively.
Total franking:
8 x 22,500R = 180,000
4 x

2,000R =

8,000

4 x

3,000R =

12,000

Total = 200,000
Cover correctly franked.

Fig. 5
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NIKOLAEV
REVALUATION
The late John Whiteside
introduced the existence of
this revaluation to me some
five years ago. Since then I
have located two covers.
Both are posted from
Nikolaev in October 1922
and have been revalued to
100 Imperial R = 100,000
Imperial R (10 1922R).
The cover on Fig.6 is franked
with three 250R and two
100R stamps, a total of 950
Imperial R (95 1922 R).

Fig. 6
Foreign registered letter posted Nikolaev 10.1922. Postal rate 90
1922R. Revalued stamp 10 Imperial R = 1 1922R. Covers
franked 95 1922R (slightly over franked).

The registered foreign letter
rate was 90 1922R (45R
registration and 45R
postage). The stamps were
revalued to 95 1922R
(slightly over franked).
A second cover on Fig. 7
franked 950 Imperial R
revalued to 95 1922R used on
Nikolaev on 10 October 1922
(slightly over franked).
Other stamps of this issue
were revalued and used at
values other than face value.
These stamps are referred to
as Postmaster Provisionals
and are scarcely used on
cover.
Fig. 7
Foreign registered letter posted Nikolaev 11.10.1922. Postal rate
90 1922R. Revalued stamps to 10 Imperial R = 1 1922R. Cover
franked with 95 1922R (slightly over franked).

18
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LOOT - FROM POSTAL HISTORY TO SOCIAL PHILATELY
Trevor Pateman
Society and Postal
Administrations meet over
the post office counter.
Postal authorities classify
mail into categories complete
with weight steps, size
regulations, tariffs and
prohibitions. Sometimes, a
social change sets a problem
for the post office: when
picture postcards were
invented, senders tried to
pass them as Printed Matter
(cheaper) and postal
authorities reckoned they
were postcards (dearer).
Eventually, the UPU had to
settle the matter and a
compromise allowed reduced
tariffs for postcards provided
they bore no more than five
words in writing - a solution
which triggered a fresh round
of problems to do with
GHILQLQJWKHPHDQLQJRI³RQH
ZRUG´
In times of social upheaval,
like the Russian Revolution,
Who sends What to Whom
changes. After October 1917,
no one is sending visiting
cards but newly literate
peasants and workers start
sending stationery cards,
often written in pencil or
indelible pencil.
Recently, I bought a couple of
accumulations of Russian
parcel cards from the period
1920 - 1921.
I have a theory about how
these found their way out of
post office archives: sometime
in the 1920s, the Soviet
Philatelic Association had
requests for 1920 Postmaster
Provisional overprints which
it could not meet. There were

very few districts which had
mint remainders which they
could return to Moscow. So
the SPhA asked the
authorities to release to them
Money Transfer and Parcel
cards. The authorities (who at
this time were impressed with
the SPhA as a foreign
currency earner) duly
supplied material from the
archives - probably a couple
of van loads. The SPhA
worked through them clipping
stamps they wanted and
generally vandalising what we
would now regard as a
precious archive of postal
history. But they had so much
material that not all of it got
clipped - and in any case,
much of it was uninteresting:
only common stamps were
used on most Forms.
But in releasing the Money
Transfer and Parcel Cards, the
Soviet authorities unwittingly
released important Civil War
documents.
In broad outline, the area of
Russia controlled by the
Bolsheviks shrank
progressively until late in
1919. They lost control of the
whole periphery to North,
East, South and West and
retained only the core, the
heartland of Russia including
Moscow and Petrograd. Then
from the later part of 1919, the
tide began to turn and the
Red Armies took back control
of the periphery - Ukraine,
South Russia, the Caucasus,
Central Asia, the Far East - a
process essentially completed
by the end of 1921. Only in the
West and North did the
Bolsheviks not regain lost

territories - Finland, the
Baltics, Poland.
Now in many ways the
Russian periphery was richer
than the heartlands. Ukraine,
South Russia, what we now
call Kazakhstan, Georgia were
breadbasket areas which
before the Russian Revolution
supplied Petrograd and
Moscow with food. Central
Asia supplied cotton.
By the end of 1919, the
Bolshevik-controlled areas
were in a desperate situation,
short of food, coal, wood,
clothing. In fact, short of
everything.
As every history book tells us,
the Civil War armies lived by
looting and requisitioning.
They had weak or nonH[LVWHQW³VXSSO\OLQHV´$VWKH
Red Army moved out to the
South and the East, it
requisitioned - and individual
soldiers looted. Nor was this
regarded as indiscipline. It
was a reward. In this there
was nothing new and nor was
it an exclusively Russian way
of doing things: back in the
1850s, the British armies in
the Crimea were allowed to
loot (see Orlando Figes,
Crimea).
The loot in 1919 - 21
comprised food, clothing,
kitchenware, occasionally
valuables.
But the workers and peasants
from the Petrograd and
Moscow region who fought in
the Red Army did not carry
home their loot. They posted
it back to their hard-pressed
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families, often making use of
a concessionary Red Army
tariff for parcels. The parcels
were big (20 to 45 funt =
roughly the same in pounds)
and were often taken to post
offices which previously had
done little business and which
were equipped with only
small supplies of stamps.
That is one reason why out-of
-the way places like Kustanai
(now in north east
Kazakhstan) improvised
Postmaster Provisionals in
1920 and also why those
Provisionals are quite
common ± more common
than an Imperial period
postmark from back-ofbeyond Kustanai.

The Red Army had arrived in
Kustanai at the end of 1919,
driving out the Whites, and it
requisitioned and looted
extensively. The loot went
back to homes in Petrograd,
Moscow and other Bolshevikcontrolled areas - Saratov,
Voronezh, Vologda. On the
receipt coupons of the Parcel
Cards, soldiers wrote
messages to their families.

Army looting, showing Who
was sending to Whom. It is
just a great pity that the Cards
do not specify What was sent.
I have accumulated about 40
cards to date and illustrate
two with this article.

Next to nothing of what was
looted in 1919 - 21 now exists;
most of it was perishable
goods.
But what does exist, thanks to
the SPhA, are the Parcel
Cards which form the
documentary evidence of Red

Fig. 1
Parcel Card sending 39 Funt from
ROSTOV ON DON 28 5 20 to a
private address in Moscow, charged
at the Red Army rate of 2 r 50 per
Funt to give a total of 97r 50 kop.
(QGRUVHG³5HG$UP\´LQSHQFLODW
top.
³7URSK\8VH´RI'HQLNLQVWDPSVDW
face value. Ex Robert Taylor
collection.
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Fig. 2
Parcel Card sending 41 Funt from
EKATERINODAR 28 5 20 to a
private address in SEMENTSOVO
VOL [ogda] 12 7 20, charged at the
Red Army rate of 2 r 50 kop per
Funt plus 20 roubles for 1000
roubles insured value. Endorsed
³5HG$UP\´DWWRSLQSHQFLO
Correctly franked to the 122 r 50
kop charge with a mixture of
³7URSK\8VH´.XEDQDGKHVLYHV
front and back and Imperial Arms
stamps revalued x 100. Ex Robert
Taylor collection.

ZʨɦʤȾʑYʝʢSDɀʑPʋɚ Fɛʅɖ
KDɡʛLʔUDɀHɍWɛɈȾHʔʅOʋʁʙɨʦSGDɀHɍ%ORɒ
ZʨɦʋʢȷʑʜLɈɇʑPVʤYɛFʝə
ʑPʋɵɗȾʑPʋʖQɡ
ʤȾʑYʝɠ#ʤȾʑYʝʢSDɀʑPʋɚ Fɛʅɖ
ʋQɍSRVWɪɗDGʏȾHVɡ
7ȾʑYʝɠ3DɀʑPʋɚ 
8ʜLɢ:HVɀʑʢɚ5RDɍ 
%ʢLɳKWʝɚǆ1ƴ:(QɳOʋQɍ
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BATUM POSTAL HISTORY DURING BRITISH OCCUPATION
Misha Alishabaya
From the presentation of
0LVKD$OLVKDED\DµV³%DWXP
Postal History during British
2FFXSDWLRQ´PDGHDWWKH
Annual Meeting of BSRP in
London 2011.
First of all, I must say a few
words about me. I was born
in the Batumi in 1958, 40
years after the British
occupation.
The Batum PTO building was
constructed at the end of 19th
century and was then called
Wakije House.
The building still exists today
and the Batum Post Office
was situated there until
2009.

Slide 1
Post-Telegraph Office, Batum 1910.

My mother was also born in
Batum in 1923, as was my
grandmother in 1898. My
grandmother remembered
the British occupation and
passed on information about
that historical period to me.
She told me that during and
after occupation many young
men in Batumi spoke
English.
Slide 2

We lived in an old house
surrounded by antique
furniture and books. My
mother played Russian
romances on the piano.

From this single stamp I
started my collection in
2006. It was too late.

,QKHUFKLOGKRRG ¶V P\
mother collected postage
stamps and only one stamp
from the time of the British
occupation has been
preserved from her
collection. It is a 10 Ruble
Revenue stamp overprinted
BRITISH OCCUPATION.

In my childhood I used to
collect different items
including small keys and
pocket lamps but I did not
collect postage stamps
seriously. Later, when I
moved Moscow, I started to
collect modern and
contemporary art.
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Batum PTO in 2010.

Slide 3
One of the rarest proofs of
Batum surcharges.
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collector and also a member
of Russian and International
Philatelic societies.

Slide 4
Kostya Ter-Akopoff (2006), his
mother Lubov Ter-Akopoff (1910)
and her visiting card (Andreeva).

In 2005 I found in Batumi,
an old stamp collector
Konstantin Ter-Akopov.
His mother Lubov
Maximovna Ter-Akopova
(her previous last names
were Andreeva and
Dolinskaya) was a postal
clerk before, during and
several years after British
occupation.
She was a fanatical stamp

During the occupation she
worked for the department
selling stamps at Batum PTO
and because of this, she had a
unique collection of Batum
issues. Unfortunately many
items from her collection
were sold or exchanged for
RWKHUµFROOHFWDEOHWKLQJV¶RU
simply food during the very
hard eighty years of Soviet
power, but Konstantin
preserved the basis of his
PRWKHU¶VFROOHFWLRQXQWLO
2005.
When I met Kostya this basic
collection had just recently
been sold. Fortunately it was
sold to another collector in
Batumi who then resold a
smaller part to a collector in
Tbilisi.
Having traced both collectors,
two parts of Lubov
0D[LPRYQD¶VFROOHFWLRQFDPH
into my hands and I became

the owner of a collection of all
Batum issues except the
rarest P1 and P2 (Postal card
stamps) recently sold abroad.
Later I obtained P2 but P1 is
still absent from my
collection. Fortunately it
H[LVWVLQ0U*ULJROHLW¶V
collection.
Madam Ter-$NRSRYD¶V
collection includes also a lot
of interesting and rare Covers,
although the rarest Covers
were sold earlier. Amongst
WKHPZDV³.REXOHW\
3RVWPDVWHU3URYLVLRQDO´DQG
I now have not this rare item
in my collection.
I received from Kostya (who
is now 82 years old), some
important information about
the Batum post operating
during the occupation. Many
years before, he recorded his
PRWKHU¶VZRUGVDERXWWKH
employees of Batum PTO
during occupation.
I learned that the Director of

Slide 5
L. Ter-$NRSRII¶VPHPEHUVKLSFDUGIRU$OO-Russian Philatelic Society; S. Dobrjitzky philatelic sign on reverse side of a rare
VWDPS(0LO\DQRYVN\¶VYLVLWLQJFDUG
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Batum PTO was Mr.
Simonianz, the deputy
director was Mr. Baghaturov
and the British supervisor for
Batum Post office was
somebody called Captain
Gatt.
The Post-officer responsible
for issuing of stamps and
surcharges was a Mr.
Dobrjitzky and another
postal clerk, Mr. Mlyanowsky
ZDVDFORVHIULHQGRI.RVW\D¶V
mother, Lubov Maximovna.
,KDYHIRXQGLQ.RVW\D¶V
archive some documents
relating to a number of
people. In particular, visiting
cards belonging to his
mother from a Mr.
Mylyanowsky and Batum
collectors O.Nargello and
Boris Krivtzov, with his own
inscription.
Boris Krivtzov was an
engineer and a passionate
stamp collector. In 1923 he
published the first
fundamental paper about
Batum British occupation
stamps. Later this paper was
translated into many
European languages and all
catalogues and subsequent
publications about Batum
Post including Hughes,
Ashford and Ceresa books
were based on his pioneer
work.
During the occupation
Krivtzov lived in Batum and
he probably had the best
collection of Batum that was
dispersed in towards the end
of the last century. Several
RI.ULYW]RY¶VLWHPVDUHQRZ
LQP\DQG0U*ULJROHLW¶V
collections.
Later I was able to prove
some information received
from Kostya Ter-Akopov

24

Slide 6
Batum postcards made during British Occupation: real photo of Batum Sea
3DUNZLWKHUURQHRXVLQVFULSWLRQ³6HYDVWRSRO´SRVWFDUG$6KDDQ\DQ]
publishing.

through my work in the
Batumi State archive.
Unfortunately the materials
concerning Batum PTO
operations existed only until
1916 and postal archives just
prior and during occupation
have disappeared.

So it would seem that in
those turbulent times,
Dobrjitzky kept the postal
archives in his private hands.
Dobrjitzky was executed in
1937 and the location of his
collection in now unknown.
Most likely it has not been
kept safe.

Krivtzov in his paper, made
reference to a number of
postal documents and gave
thanks to Mr.Dobrjitzky for
providing official
information.
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It is well known that just
before Turkish occupation of
Batumi all deposits of Batum
PTO were evacuated to the
city of Koutais.
Mr. Grigolet recently made a
presentation on the Postal
Service operations during
Turkish occupation of
Batumi.
Here is some of the history of
the Batum Post during the
British occupation.
At the end of December 1918
according to the Mudros
Armistice, British troops of
27th Infantry Brigade came
to Batum from Salonica. As
Turkish troops left the town
the British occupation began.
6HYHUDO%ULWLVK)32¶VZHUH
stationed within the Batum
district.
Commercial mail was
occasionally dispatched using
British naval ships via a
cachet of the British
Consulate.

Slide 7

Slide 8

7KHFDQFHOODWLRQVRIWKH%ULWLVK)32¶V6[-DQG³$UP\6LJQDOV´

Cachet of the British
Consulate in Batum.
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In February or March 1919 a
special cachet was sent with
WKHIROORZLQJWH[W³2ZLQJWR
the absence of stock in
Batum PTO, postage has
been paid and the money
collected. Weight. For
Registration. P.-T.
2IILFLDO´ 7UDQVODWLRQIURP
Russian was made by Mr.
Ceresa). A Postmaster hand
stamp was used with
³QHJDWLYH´,PSHULDO5XVVLDQ
Insurance seal.
From this item you can see
three different types of
franking used in different
historical periods - Turkish
VWDPSVFDQFHOOHG³%DWXP´LQ
Arabic, Postmaster hand
stamp and BO postage
stamps. It is, of course,
purely philatelic production.

Slide 9
Philatelic postcard with Batum view
and three different frankings:
Turkish, Batum stamps and BPP
with Baghaturov signature; three
different Baghaturov signatures on
covers and documents.

I V

"

~F--;.-1, I
I have made several small
discoveries during my
collecting.
It is well known that the first
issue of Batum stamps of
original design was in use
from April 4, 1919. I have in
my collection a date of
cancellation of 05.04.19.

Slide 10
$³)LUVW'D\´%DWXPFRYHU
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I have discovered an amusing
mistake that existed just
about 90 years ago - it is a
botanical error. In English
literature the tree depicted
on the stamp was described
as an Aloe tree, and in
Russian literature as a Palm
tree. In reality both names
are wrong. Aloe trees never
grew in Batumi and the tree
on the stamp is not a palm
but a Dracena and more
precisely it is Cordyline
Australis, or New-Zealand
dracaena. There are large
numbers of dracaenas in
Batumi, scattered throughout
the town and district and in
Batumi Botanical garden one of the nicest places in the
world. I have noticed the
same tree in London.

Slide 11
Cordyline Australis in Batum
Botanical Garden with the label.

It is well known from
.ULYW]RY¶VSDSHUWKDWWKHILUVW
Cordyline issue was prepared
under strict control and all
stamps with print defects
were destroyed immediately.
,KDYHIRXQGDVKHHWRI³
.RS´YDOXHZLWKRQHVWDPS
removed from the middle
part of the sheet. Obviously it
was a defective stamp.
However, rare examples of
printed errors exist.

Slide 12
The full sheet of Batum stamps with one defective stamp removed.
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Slide 13
A new variety of British Occupation overprints.

Among my discoveries I found
VHYHUDOQHZµYDULHWLHV¶LQWKH
second issue of standard
Batum stamps (the first issue
ZDVRYHUSULQWHG³%5,7,6+
2&&83$7,21´ 

These overprint varieties were
missed by William Hudges
because he did not have
access to full sheets of this
issue.

The first constant positional
overprint variety was found at
the stamp # 18 of the 20th
horizontal row ± the second
³2´ORRNVOLNHDQLQYHUWHG
³&´

The second variety is missing
WKHULJKWLQIHULRUDQJOHRI³1´
in the stamp # 14 of the
second row. Another
constant variety is a black
spot to the left of the
overprint just between
BRITISH and
OCCUPATION.

Slide 14
Other new varieties.
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I also discovered other new
varieties in the basic design
of several values. In the value
³5XE´ JUD\LVK-blue) the
stamp # 14 of the first row
constantly has a large spot of
color in the right value tablet.
,QWKHYDOXH³5XE´ YLROHW 
the stamp # 15 of the first
row, the upper part of the
basic design is always not
completely printed due to
low pressure on the
lithographic stone.

Handmade surcharges of
Batum on Imperial Russian
stamps are much scarcer
than standard issues and
were subjected to many
different forgeries. The first
³5XE´VXUFKDUJHVZHUH
made on April 13 1919 for the
four values of Imperial Arms
stamps. There were no
inverts in this issue and
errors are almost absent.
Nevertheless I have
discovered the surcharge
with an almost totally
PLVVLQJ³<´LQ³%DWXP´
Sometimes the lower part of
³2´DQGULJKW³3´LQWKHYDOXH
LVXQSULQWHGGXHWR³KXPDQ
HUURU´
In 1920 an employee of the
Batum PTO unofficially
issued similar surcharges.
This bogus issue was made
by the deputy director of
Batum PTO K.D. Baghaturov.
In the literature (Barefoot &
Hall, Ashford, Ceresa) this
bogus surcharge is described
only on 5 types of Imperial
Arms. I have discovered
another 5 Imperial stamps

Slide 15
A new variety of the basic design.

f]QllT()BA~I I' f\PTOLII(.\

Slide 16
3 Kop postcard surcharged for 35 Kop, passed through the post.

used for the bogus surcharge.
In 1920 when Baghaturov was
convicted of producing fakes,
he tried to accuse L.M.
Dolynskaya who was working
at that time in the department

selling stamps.
At the same time almost
2,000 Postal stationary cards
were surcharged to 35 Kop
with a very similar rubber
hand stamp.
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Several cards contained
earlier affixed 4 Kop stamps
± Arms type and Romanoff
type. Both are in Mr.
*ULJROHLWµVFROOHFWLRQ

Slide 17
7KHPRVWUDUH%DWXP.RSRYHUSULQWVRQ³5RPDQRII´VWDPSV

35 Kop surcharges were made
on different types of cards
with impressed Arms stamps:
3 Kop, double 3 Kop (with
paid answer), 4 Kop, 4 Kop
with paid answer. It is a
question of the existence of 4
Kop card with impressed 4
Kop Romanoff stamp
surcharged to 35 Kop.

Slide 18
Baum 35 Kop overprint on the 4
Kop PC with impressed Romanoff
stamp.
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I have found such a card in
Batum. Unfortunately the
impressed stamp was cut out
of the full card. The overprint
is absolutely genuine in all
respects and additionally the
piece is cancelled with
JHQXLQH%DWXPµ,¶
cancellation. Together with
this rare item I have obtained
also cut off card, the usual 3
Kop Arms impressed stamp,
cancelled with the same date.
So it proves that several cards
with impressed Romanoff 4
Kop stamp existed.
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Slide 19
9HU\UDUH0DUDGLGL³)RUFRUUHVSRQGHQFH´FDFKHWRQSKLODWHOLFLWHPV

Very rare items from the
Batum British occupation
period are the Maradidi
rubber cachet with error
(TELERG instead of
TELEGR).
I believe that it was the
intention to create post
offices only in Maradidi and
Kobulety. During Imperial
times there was no PTO in
Kobulety, only a small postal
department and the word
³.REXOHW\´QHYHUDSSHDUHG
on the cancellation. The
postal service used an old
7XUNLVKQDPH³&KXUXN-VX´
In Maradidi there was no
postal office at all. So, I
believe, the very rare
0DUDGLGL³)RU
FRUUHVSRQGHQFH´FDQFHOODWLRQ
DQGVLPLODU³.REXOHW\´FDQFHO
impressed in violet and not
described in Ashford and
Ceresa, were only proofs.

Slide 20
%DWXP0DUDGLGLDQGQHZ.REXOHW\³)RUFRUUHVSRQGHQFH´FDFKHWV
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Slide 21
Rare inverted Batum surcharges on Russian stamps.

The following issue of
handmade surcharges (10
Rub and 15 Rub ± 27
November, 1919 and 50 Rub
small and large figures ±
January 1920 and 25 Rub ±
February 1920) obviously was
inspired by philatelic interests
as were all future issues of
Batum British Occupation
surcharges. The postal tariffs
at the end of 1919 were not so
high and all surcharged
Imperial stamps are founded
on purely philatelic covers.
This point of view is proved

32

by significant amount of
inverted surcharges. In my
own experience there are no
less than 30% of inverted
surcharges. The most rare
Batum surcharges were made
on January 10, 1920. This
³SURYLVLRQDO´LVVXHRI³
5XE´VXUFKDUJHZDVPDGH
with the rubber hand stamp of
poor quality, so the amount of
overprinted stamps of every
value was relatively small ±
from 180 to 400 copies.
Inverted overprints are
relatively rare on the next

issue of 50 Rub surcharges
were made with metal hand
stamp. At that time the
amount of Turkish ink at the
Batum post office was small
and postal clerks dissolved it
ZLWKµNHURVHQH¶DSHWUROHXP
derivative.
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These stamps on covers exist
for purely philatelic reasons.

Slide 22
50 Rub surcharged Russian stamps on philatelic Registered Cover.

Slide 23
Rare proofs of Batum surcharges.

The last issue of Batum
surcharges was made on the
unsolved Batum stamps with
Cordyline Australis.
6XUFKDUJHV¶5XE¶ZLWK
black and blue ink were
made on 5 Kop and 25 Kop of
the 2nd Cordyline issue. Very
rare proof of 25 Rub (red) on
10 Kop (blue) exists in Mr.
*ULJROHLW¶VFROOHFWLRQ
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6XUFKDUJH¶5XE¶ZDVPDGH
in black and blue on 50 Kop
of the first Cordyline issue. It
is strange but in these last
issues there were no inverted
overprints. All inverts are
fakes, though sometimes they
have a certificate of
authenticity given by
experienced experts.

IM

Slide 24
50 Rub inverted forged surcharge
on genuine Batum stamp with the
Certificate of Authenticity (BPA).

Disorder in stamp
production reflects the
disorder in the life of Batum
at the end of British
occupation. This poster
printed in Batum printing
house of D. Cappel is a good
illustration of the situation in
the town.

Slide 25
A poster for British military staff
issued in Batum (1920).
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7KHµ%ROVKHYLNV¶FDOOHGD
meeting against British
forces on the 1st of May, then
they made several diversions.
Slide 26
%ROVKHYLFNV¶PHHWLQJDW%DWXP VW
0D\ WKHWDQNHU³6YHW´EORZQ
up by Bolshevicks.

Some of them were arrested
by Military Governor of
Batum Gen. W. J. N. CookeCollis but on the 7th July 1920
the British troops left Batum.
Slide 27
Arrested Bolshevicks on the way
from Batum to Constantinople. A
real photo.
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My personal opinion is that
philately is an illustration of
historical events and human
passions.
Slide 28
British troops leave Batum (8th
July 1920).
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tŚĞŶ ǇŽƵ ũŽŝŶ ƚŚĞ ^ZW ǇŽƵ ďĞĐŽŵĞ Ă ŵĞŵďĞƌ ŽĨ Ă ǁŽƌůĚ-ǁŝĚĞ
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ ŽĨ ƉŚŝůĂƚĞůŝƐƚƐ ǁŚŽ ĐŽůůĞĐƚ ĂŶĚ ƐƚƵĚǇ ƚŚĞ ƐƚĂŵƉƐ ĂŶĚ
ƉŽƐƚĂůŚŝƐƚŽƌǇŽĨƚŚĞZƵƐƐŝĂŶƉŚŝůĂƚĞůŝĐĂƌĞĂ͘
tŚĞƚŚĞƌ ǇŽƵĂƌĞ Ă ŐĞŶĞƌĂů ƐƚĂŵƉĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌ Žƌ ĂŶ ĞŶƚŚƵƐŝĂƐƚ ǁŝƚŚĂ
ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ ŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚ ŝŶ ĂŶǇ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ ƐƉĞĐŝĂůŝƐƚ ĮĞůĚƐ͕ ǇŽƵ ǁŝůů ĮŶĚ ƚŚĞ
^ŽĐŝĞƚǇŝŶǀĂůƵĂďůĞ͕ďŽƚŚĂƐĂƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞĨŽƌƐĞĞŬŝŶŐŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶĂŶĚĂ
ƉůĂƞŽƌŵĨŽƌĐŽŶƚĂĐƚǁŝƚŚůŝŬĞ-ŵŝŶĚĞĚĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌƐ

KDDDZ
:ŽŝŶ ƚŚĞ ƌŝƟƐŚ ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇ ŽĨ ZƵƐƐŝĂŶ WŚŝůĂƚĞůǇ - ŝƚ͛Ɛ ĞĂƐǇ ĂŶĚ ŽīĞƌƐ
ŐƌĞĂƚǀĂůƵĞĨŽƌĂŶǇĐŽůůĞĐƚŽƌŝŶƚŚŝƐĂƌĞĂ͘

Et&KZϮϬϭϯ͊
^ZW͛ƐǁĞďƐŝƚĞǁĂƐĐƌĞĂƚĞĚĂŶĚŝƐŵĂŝŶƚĂŝŶĞĚďǇ^ZWŵĞŵďĞƌ<ĞǀŝŶ,ŽůĚƌŝĚŐĞ;<ĞŶƚ,ŽƵƐĞ͘ĐŽŵͿ
ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐƚŚĞ^ŽĐŝĞƚǇǁŝƚŚĂďĂƐŝĐŽŶůŝŶĞƉƌĞƐĞŶĐĞĂŶĚŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͘tŝƚŚŚŝƐŚĞůƉ͕ŝŶϮϬϭϯǁĞƉůĂŶƚŽ
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞƚŚĞƵƟůŝƚǇŽĨƚŚĞƐŝƚĞŝŶƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐǁĂǇƐ͗
DDZ^͛Z-^ZWǁŝůůďĞŝŶƚƌŽĚƵĐŝŶŐĂŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͛ĂƌĞĂŽĨƉƌŽƚĞĐƚĞĚƉĂŐĞƐǁŚŝĐŚǁŝůůŵĂŬĞ
ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͕ŶŽƟĐĞƐĂŶĚĚŽǁŶůŽĂĚĂďůĞŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐ;ƐƵĐŚĂƐW&ǀĞƌƐŝŽŶƐŽĨƉĂƐƚ:ŽƵƌŶĂůƐͿĂǀĂŝůĂďůĞĨƌĞĞŽĨ
ĐŚĂƌŐĞƚŽĂůůŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͘
/^W>z^EW,/>d>/DdZ/>-tĞǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽĐƌĞĂƚĞĂ͚ǀŝƌƚƵĂůĞǆŚŝďŝƟŽŶĂƌĞĂ͛ĂŶĚ
ǁŽƵůĚĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞDĞŵďĞƌƐƚŽƐƵďŵŝƚĂŶǇŝŵĂŐĞƐƚŚĞǇǁŽƵůĚůŝŬĞƚŽŚĂǀĞĚŝƐƉůĂǇĞĚ͘
KE>/E^-tĞĂƌĞŶŽǁŽīĞƌŝŶŐĂĚǀĞƌƟƐŝŶŐƉĂĐŬĂŐĞƐƚŽďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐĞƐͬĚĞĂůĞƌƐĂŶĚŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚĞĚ
ƉĂƌƟĞƐ͘&ŽƌĚĞƚĂŝůƐƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇͬdƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌĐĂƌŽůŝŶĞ͘ĨĞƌƌĞŝƌĂΛďƐƌƉ͘ŽƌŐ͘

36

The British Journal of Russian Philately 102

A FAKE MILITARY CENSOR MARK
David Skipton
Forgeries of WWI censor
marks are not exactly
common. There are a few
known, mostly from the
Baltic Provinces, but one of
the great attractions of the
military censorship field is
that it is relatively pristine.
Compared, say, to Ukrainian
tridents, Russian Civil War
stamps or Armenian
overprints, all of which are
positively lousy with fakes,
forgeries and risible
stupidities, the military
censorship field is about as
pure as the driven snow, and
in my humble, unbiased
opinion, much prettier.
When it comes to the conflict
WKDWJDYHXVWKH(PSLUH¶V
first military censor marks ±
the Russo-Japanese War of
1904-1905 ± the snow gets
ever more pure. Fake censor
marks could be counted on
the fingers of one finger. 1
Until now.
The morsel in Fig.1a popped
RXWRIDGHDOHU¶VER[DWD
regional show a couple of
years ago. I leapt upon it like
a starving terrier on a slowmoving rat. The straight-line
censor mark in Fig.1b ±
Razresheno voyennoy
tsenzuroy (permitted by
military censorship) ± had
never been recorded. Given
the length of time the likes of
Dr. Casey, Kurt Adler and
others had been pursuing R-J
War material, this was truly
remarkable. So remarkable,
in fact, that it was inevitable
something would spoil it.

Fig. 1a

Fig. 1b
(This rendition, traced from fig. 1a, lacked a period, since the end of the strike
was off the card.)

Fig. 1c
The German picture postcard
in Figs.1a/1c was written at
Novocherkassk and sent
aboard Railroad Mail Car No.
52 (Rostov-to-Voronezh) on
23 January 1905. It was
addressed to the Chief of the

.D]DQ¶1RELOLW\¶V0HGLFDO
Detachment at Shuan-MyaoTszy Station on the Chinese
Eastern Railroad, which at
the time lay in no-PDQ¶V-land
between the Russian and
Japanese front lines. The

1 I spoke with Dr. Raymond Casey on 30 October 2010 about this censor mark, and he too could think of no such fake from
the Russo-Japanese War. Postmarks, yes. Censor marks, no.
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railroads were choked with
military traffic, and mail to
the front was therefore very
slow, often taking over a
month to arrive.
A letter dashed out the door
from Greenbelt to Dr.
Raymond Casey, the Guru of
Russo-Japanese War Mail,
alerting him to the find. The
only fly in the ointment was
the fact that the postcard
ought not to have been
censored at all, because it
was mail sent TO the front
from a Russian city; even
mail FROM the front, so long
as it was addressed to
destinations within the
Empire, was normally not
censored in that war.
Per Dr. Casey, this card could
have arrived in Gunchulin
after the Russian retreat
from Mukden began on 24
Feb. 1905 and sat there for
weeks, finally being censored
around April of that year.
So, the thinking (or
rationalization, whichever
you prefer) was that given
the chaotic situation, with
the small number of censors
being shuttled around in the
retreat and confronted with
huge piles of mail stacking up
and no certainty that they
would ever reach their
destinations, someone
simply made a mistake. They
saw a German PPC mailed by
train on a postal car with an
unfamiliar (to the censor)
route number, and assumed
it was something that needed
censoring.
Into the military censorship
exhibit it went, and the card
was trotted out at a number
of exhibitions around the
country, a great pearl of
inestimable value. The date
on which the pearl slipped
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Fig. 2b
from its string can be fixed
with certainty: 16 October
7KDW¶VZKHQDGHDOHU
sent me a scan of the item in
figs. 2a-b, the first example of
WKLV³FHQVRUPDUN´KHKDG
ever seen, and, alas, my
second.
There it was, the same
³FHQVRUPDUN´DIXOOVWULNH
this time, and also applied to
the picture side of the card. It
was a horrible moment when
the date on the message side
was checked ± 21 July 1914.
3RVWHGDW6HYDVWRSRO¶DQG

-

addressed to Skopin in
5\D]DQ¶3URYLQFHWKHFDUG
reached its destination on the
25th.
1905. 1914. Gulp. This was a
problem.
The evidence for the
prosecution continued to
mount, and for the
defendants in the dock, the
situation grew uglier in a
hurry.
1) The same ~69x6.5mm 2
³PLOLWDU\FHQVRUPDUN´KDG

Measured from the end of the first line beneath the text to the period and
IURPWKHWRSRIWKH³LNUDWNL\´WRWKHILUVWOLQHEHORZ
2
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ostensibly been used in two
wars, the Russo-Japanese
and WWI. Nine years
apart, and highly unusual,
to say the least. Although
there is at least one
recorded instance of a
peacetime censor mark3
being hauled out of storage
and used for a short time
as a military censor mark3,
up to the present no censor
mark used in the RussoJapanese War had ever
been recorded used during
WWI.
2) 7KH³FHQVRUPDUN´ZDVRQ
the first occasion, applied
to an item coming from the
rear area to the front, and
on the second ± the WWI
iteration ± from a military
district where at least
partial military censorship
had been declared to a rear
area.
3) There is no record of a
military censorship office
being established in
Novocherkassk in 19041905, or anywhere else
away from the theater of
war other than St.
Petersburg (the exception
being the F.I.V.D.K.G.
marking applied to the
mail of interned Japanese
civilians and POWs), so
any such marking would
have to have been applied
in Manchuria during that
war. Therefore, for this
1914 iteration of the
³FHQVRUPDUN´WREH
legitimate, either the hand
stamp had to have found
its way from Manchuria in
1905 to reside in storage at
WKHELJ6HYDVWRSRO¶QDYDO
base up to 1914, OR there

had to have been at least
two identical censor hand
stamps issued, one to
ARMY censors in
Manchuria and the other to
ARMY or NAVAL censors
in Novocherkassk.
4) The only major things
these two cards have in
FRPPRQDUHWKH³FHQVRU
PDUN´DQGWKHLURULJLQ
(from the standpoint that
both Novocherkassk and
6HYDVWRSRO¶ZHUHVWUDWHJLF
Russian Black Sea Fleet
naval bases). Since we
have already established
WKDWWKH³FHQVRUPDUN´
could not have been
applied in 1905 at the
naval base of
Novocherkassk, that
particular commonality is
of no use to us. And the
marking certainly would
not have been applied in
DW6NRSLQ5\D]DQ¶
Province, which is about as
interior a destination as
one could get.
5) Another suspicious
feature: the addressees.
The R-J War card is
addressed to a Dr. Ernst
Karlovich Griner; the
recipients of the WWI card
were Karl, Frank and Greta
Gryuner, suggesting that
someone decided to play
around with a family
correspondence.

WR5XVVLD¶VPRELOL]DWLRQRI
forces on the 30th.) Even
St. Petersburg and Moscow
had to scramble to get their
censorship operations up
and running at the
beginning of the war, so is
LWOLNHO\WKDW6HYDVWRSRO¶V
censorship was open for
business the day after
military censorship came
into force?
7) Now that the horse is quite
dead, I feel compelled to
beat it more vigorously.
Some time after the WWI
item was offered to me and
rejected, a huge cache of
unused picture postcards
appeared on the Internet,
all 50-odd of them bearing
WKLV³FHQVRUPDUN´6R
here we had a mass of
these things in mint
condition to go with the
two used examples. The
VHOOHU¶VVWRU\ZDVWKDWWKH\
came from a family archive
in the Urals. All of them
appeared on cards issued
in 1904 either by T.D.
Khakhaev in Irkutsk or
Scherer, Nabholtz in
Moscow. Here are just two
examples (Figs. 3-4.)

6) Now for the coup de grace.
Military censorship was
instituted on 20 July 1914,4
a mere ONE DAY before
the card in fig. 2a-b was
SRVWHGIURP6HYDVWRSRO¶
(And it would have been
mailed NINE DAYS prior

3 This was the framed D.Ts./Odessa marking from the Odessa Foreign-Newspaper-and-Magazine Censorship Office,
recorded by Tony Speeckaert as having been used in November 1914. (RussianPostal Censorship 1914-1918, 1990, p. 113.)
4

7KH³3URYLVLRQDO6WDWXWHRQ0LOLWDU\&HQVRUVKLS´
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Fig. 3b (Reverse)

Fig. 3a
A bridge on the Circumbaikal RR, issued by T.D.
Khakhaev in Irkutsk.
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Fig. 4b (Reverse)

Fig. 4a
A Scherer, Nabholtz production from a Siberian railroad scene.

Finding a cache of unused
picture postcards all bearing
WKHVDPH³FHQVRUPDUN´LV
most unusual, to put it mildly.
For this to be legitimate, a
Russo-Japanese War military
censor would have had to
have hand-stamped all of
these cards in advance,
expecting them to be used by
VRPHRQHZKRGLGQ¶WUHDOO\
require actual censorship:
either a high-ranking

40

commander, for instance, or
perhaps the censor himself.
However, if that were the
case, then very few or none of
them would have ever been
sent, else we would have
found more examples of
them, given the size of this
batch.

plausible explanation are too
VHYHUHDQG2FFDP¶V5D]RU
demands the necessary
conclusion. This censor mark
is a fake, or at the very least
the usages are faked, and the
Russo-Japanese War has
gained its first recorded bogus
censor mark.

For these reasons, the
contortions we would need to
make in order to posit a

My thanks to Dr. Casey for his
insights on these cards.
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7233,1* 7$,/,1*026&2:¶6/9(.63(',76,$
Noel Warr
The lV Ekspeditsia dealt with
incoming and outgoing
foreign correspondence and
its marks are well known in
the period 1880 to 1904.
Prior to 1880 such
correspondence was handled
by the V Eksp, which again
took over this responsibility
after the postal reforms of
1903 came into effect. Here
are two items which fall
outside that range and rather
upset the apple cart.
The first is a cover of 30 May

1860, from Moscow to
Dresden. The double circle
mark is a known type of this
period for other Eksps but
this is the only usage for lV
Eksp seen so far (Fig.1).
The other item is a parcel card
from Moscow to Akhterka;
DOWKRXJKLWLVD³:LWKRXW
YDOXH´FDUGLWKDVD5.
COD fee due. It is cancelled
with a ll Eksp mark of 19.5.06
(the Eksp for handling
parcels) and was received in
$NKWHUNDRQ0D\,FDQ¶W

read the ms inscription on the
reverse but presumably it says
that the intended recipient
HLWKHUFRXOGQ¶WEHIRXQGRU
ZRXOGQ¶WSD\WKH&2'IHHWKH
upshot is that the parcel was
returned from Akhterka on 25
July and received in Moscow
on 27th, where it gets a scarce
marking of the Otd Vidachi
Posilok plus, on the 28th, a
unique mark of the lV
Ekspeditsia ± of an entirely
new type to any other lV Eksp
mark seen (Fig.2).

Fig. 1
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THE CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY IN UKRAINE
Peter Cybaniak and Roman Dubyniak
At the start of the first world
war the Russians allowed a
Czechoslovak Legion to be
formed in Kyiv from Czech
colonists, in order to
encourage desertions by
Czech nationals in the AustroHungarian Army.
This was the very first military
formation of Czechoslovakia.
Their white and red battle
standard, donated by Moscow
Czechs, was blessed on the
28th September 1914, the
feast day of Saint Viacheslav
whose crown adorned their
standard, in the square of
Saint Sofia in Kyiv. Local
Czech colonists together with
thousands of Ukrainians
gathered to witness a great
emotional sight of hundreds
of Czech Legion volunteers
swearing allegiance to their
reborn nation, one by one
kneeling in front of the newly
blessed standard.
The Legion was initially
headed by Lieutenant Colonel
/RWRWVNL\,WVQDPHWKHµ&]HFK
'UX]K\QD¶,QWKHSDUDGHDIWHU
the blessing of its battle
standard, its command was
presented to Colonel
Sozentovych. The Legion grew
in size and on the 1st January
1916 it changed its name to
WKHµ&]HFKRVORYDN5LIOH
5HJLPHQW¶
This formation became the
basis of the eventual Czech
Legion in Ukraine. In 1917,
after the Russian Revolution,
Czech and Slovak prisoners of
War from the AustroHungarian Army were

44

DOORZHGWRMRLQWKHµ&]HFK
'UX]K\QD¶%\WKHHQGRI
there were 200,000 such
prisoners of War in Ukraine.
The Ukrainian Central
Council gave permission for a
Czech Army in Ukraine. The
Czechs were allowed supplies
from military depots in
Ukraine. The Czechs printed
two newspapers in Kyiv the
µ&]HFKRVORYDN'DLO\¶DQGWKH
µ&]HFKRVORYDN6ROGLHU¶7KH
Czechoslovak National
Council had its base in Kyiv
headed by V. Chermak. From
time to time this base was
visited by Professor Thomas
Masaryk. He and the Czech
National Council enjoyed
friendly relations with the
Ukrainian National Council.
In September 1917, 1100
Czechoslovak volunteers from
the 1st Reserve Rifle Battalion
(1st Czech Division) in
Zhytomyr, and 100 Czech
volunteers from graduates of
the Officers school at Boryspil
(2nd Czech Division) left
Zhytomyr by train for the
1500 mile journey to
Archangel in Russia, arriving
15.10.1917. They joined 400
former Czech prisoners of war
who had already arrived from
Kyshyniv. On 16.10.1917 all
1,600 left Archangel for
(QJODQGRQWKHVKLSµ.XUVN¶
arriving Newcastle 29.10.1917.
On 30.10.1917 they
disembarked and left in two
passenger trains for
Winchester near London.
Here they were formed into a
regular Battalion. Their choir
sang in Winchester Cathedral.
On the 11.11.1917 they left

England via Southampton for
France, arriving 12.11.1917, as
the Battalion of Czechoslovak
Volunteers, the base of the
future Czechoslovak Army in
France.
,Q8NUDLQH¶VEDWWOHZLWKWKH
new post revolution Russian
Government and Russian
communists in 1917 and 1918,
the Czechs and their Army
declared themselves to be
neutral. Under Ukrainian
National Council rule, Czechs
enjoyed autonomy in Ukraine.
After the peace treaty of
Berestia-Lytovske in February
1918, in March 1918 the Czech
Army left Ukraine for mother
Russia. Few Ukrainian Czechs
followed them, most
remained in Ukraine.
Ukraine failed to achieve
independence and was carved
XSE\IRXURILW¶VQHLJKERXULQJ
countries. In Ukrainian land
occupied by Poland there
remained 20,000 Czechs. In
Russian occupied Ukraine
and Krym there remained
17,500 Czechs.
This first Czechoslovak
military formation carried its
battle standard from Kyiv to
Siberia and then finally to
Prague, the capital of the new
independent Czechoslovakia,
where it received a heroes
welcome in the main square
on the 2nd February 1920.
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There were 200,000 Czech
prisoners of war who had
either deserted to the
Russians or been taken
prisoner by them. When they
were released after the
Russian revolution, of March
1917 many, through
repatriation camps,
eventually returned to
Czechoslovakia. Some chose
to join Czech colonists in
Ukraine, whilst 80,000
joined the Czech Legion in
Ukraine. Most Czech
deserters left Ukraine with
the Czech Legion, but some
tried to hide amongst Czech
colonists in Ukraine. When
the Austro-Hungarian army
arrived in Ukraine in 1918,
Czech deserters were found
and hanged, as were
captured soldiers from the
Russian Army.

Fig. 1
Czech deserters from the Austro-Hungarian army.

7+(µ&=(&+'58=+<1$¶

Fig. 2
A cover from the Czech Druzhyna, to the Czech Committee in Kyiv, sent
through the Russian Field Post in June 1915.

This handstamp was applied, to the back of
WKHµ&]HFK'UX]K\QD¶FRYHUWRVHFXUHIUHH
postage for the Czech Legion in June 1915.
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MAIL ADDRESSED TO
CZECHCOSLOVAK
PRISIONERS OF WAR²
NOW IN THE
CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY
IN UKRAINE
Ingena Hanush writes to her
brother Karel Hanush a
Czech Prisoner of War in
Suzdal (Russia). Her letter is
posted 6.7.1917 (day and
PRQWKRI+XV¶VGHDWK 6KH
writes on a special (CzechRussian) Red Cross society
card issued for the Czech
kingdom (Bohemia) price 4
heller. She writes on the left
in Czech, and on the right in
Russian. As with all Prisoner
Of War mail going to Russia,
it passes through the Censor
Office in Vienna, Austria,
where it receives a pink
triangular censor handstamp
and is sent on to Russia.
Karel Hanush was now no
longer at the Prisoner Of War
camp in Suzdal as he had
volunteered to join the Czech
Army in Ukraine. The
authorities in Suzdal have
affixed a label re-addressing
the card to the Czechoslovak
Army at Boryspil (Poltava
District) Ukraine, where it
duly arrived and the
Regimental handstamp of
WKHWK¶3UDJXH7*
0DVDU\N¶5LIOH5HJLPHQWZDV
applied.

From

To

Re-Addressed

Ingena Hanush
Engineering Company
Pardubice

Karel Hanush
Prisoner of War (Officer)
? Hotel
Suzdal, Vladimir District
(near Moscow) Russia

The Czechoslovak Army
Karel Hanush
5th Regiment, 6th
Company
Boryspil, Poltava District

Rota:- ---···-·---- - - -

POTll" ............

6.7.1917
Dear Karel!
I am replying to your last card dated 11.4.1917, We write
IUHTXHQWO\EXWUHFHLYHGOLWWOHPDLO«MXVWFDUGSHUPRQWK
0RWKHUDQGIDWKHUDUHFRQFHUQHGDERXW\RXUZHOOEHLQJ«MXVW
ZDLWLQJIRU\RXER\VWRUHWXUQVRRQ«,ILUPO\KRSHWKDW\RX
remain in Suzdal until you return to your loved ones. Please
send Mr Konop a card occasionally, if only 3 lines, as we need
him for the further payment of half your salary. Love and
kisses dear brother from your mother and father!

Posted 6.7.1917 Pardubice
(Bohemia).

K.u.K. Infantry Regiment
No. 18 (Czech speaking)
recruitment base was Hradec
Kralove (Konnigratz). In
October 1918 it transferred
en mass to the Czechoslovak
Army retaining its
Regimental number.
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Pavlina Kucher writes to
Antonin Kucher a Czech
Prisoner of War in Siberia,
Russia. Her letter is posted
20.8.1917 Kurim (Moravia)
and addressed to Antonin
Kucher, Prisonaer of War
(Officer), Shadrynsk, Perm
(Siberia), Russia. It is
addressed on the left in
Czech, and on the right in
Russian. As with all Prisoner
of War mail going to Russia,
it passes through the Censor
Office in Vienna, Austria,
where it receives a pink
triangular censor handstamp
and is sent on to Siberia,
Russia. Antonin Kucher was
now no longer at the
Prisoner of War camp in
Siberia as he had
volunteered to join the Czech
Army in Ukraine, The
authorities in Siberia have
affixed a label re-addressing
the card to the Czechoslovak
Officers School at Boryspil
(Poltava District) Ukraine,
where it duly arrived and a
receiving datestamp of
Boryspil, Poltava was
applied. Delivered 2.2.1918.

From

To

Pavlina
Kucher
Kunice
near
Kurim,
Moravia

Antonin Kucher
Prisoner of War
(Officer)
Shadrynsk
PermDistrict
(Siberia) Russia

Re-Addressed
Antonin Kucher
Cadet (Officer)
Shadrynsk
Perm (Siberia)
Russia

The (Russian) Army
In the Field
Czechoslovak Officers
School, Boryspil,
Poltava District

19.8.1917
My dearest one!
Please accept our warmest greetings, and best wishes, from our
Sunday afternoon gathering. How are you keeping? We are
still in our own home, and all in Honzark are well. Whenever I
visit them, they always mention you. We have 14 cards from
you, for which we thank you sincerely. Best wishes from our
whole family.
P.S. Tomash is now on active service. He does not wish to write
to a Prisoner of War, but does send you his greetings.

Posted 20.8.1917 Kurim
(Moravia).
Receiving Postmark
Boryspil (Poltava District).

Fig. 4
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IDENTITY CERTIFICATE CZECHOLOVAK SOLDIER IN UKRAINE

muprmmy
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2269

Fig. 5
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SOLDIERS MAIL CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY IN UKRAINE

Handstamp
Czechoslovak
UG,QIDQWU\µ7DWUD¶
Regiment Reserve
Battalion
for the stamping of
mail.
From
Bares
Czechoslovak
,QIDQWU\µ7DWUD¶
Regiment
Reserve Battalion
Berezan (town)
Kyiv District.
To
The Czech I. I. Moulis
Bolhrad (town)
116, Boulevard Street
Depot Office of the V.
Z. C. Basarabian
District.

OYTOB
~

51

Berezan 23.10.1917
Dear Friends!
I heard from home that Fiedler has disappeared with about 16
soldiers from the same platoon (of the Austro-Hungarian
Army), around the 28th June during the battle at Balehorka. It
is therefore likely that (through his desertion) he is stuck
somewhere in Russia. If you have any information, let me
NQRZ$OVRLI\RXKDYH2OLYD¶VDQGRWKHUFROOHDJXHV¶DGGUHVVHV
please send them to me. Write more often, I shall look forward
to hearing from you. With sincere greetings, yours Bares.

Written 23.10.1917
BEREZAN.
Postmark 1.11.1917
BOLHRAD.

Fig. 6

The British Journal of Russian Philately 102

49

-- __
- -. '
1IOl!TOBAH s RAPTOl!KA.

Postcard sent through
the Russian Field Post

.._

To
Platoon leader
Frantisek Novachek
Army in the Field
Headquarters of the
Czechoslovak Rifle
Division
3rd Regiment, 6th
company.
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From
Eda, Czechoslovak
Reserve Rifle Battalion
at Zhytomyr 23.9.1917.
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Zhytomyr, 23.9.1917
Dear Friends,
Sincere greetings and also congratulations. How are you
getting on? Here we have already had enough of this war and
still do not know when it will be over. Pozor is here with us too,
and some others from Budejovice. In Borkopil a group from
Budejovice meet regularly. Ctvrtnik wrote to me and told me all
about it. Today or tomorrow Ctvrtnik is leaving here for
France. Best wishes, Eda

,
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Cl • ,

.,
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~
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Fig. 7
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Handstamp
Czechoslovak
µ6OH]NL\¶
8th Infantry Regiment.
From
Brother Vaclav
&]HFKRVORYDNµ6OH]NL\¶
8th Infantry Regiment
at Baryshivka (Poltava
district).

f RUSSI

To
Vatslav Loudil
Assault Battalion
5th Regiment at
Boryspil
Poltava district.

6.12.1917
Dear Vendo!
Thank you for your card. You say that you have sent me several
cards but unfortunately I have only received one to which I am
now replying. Yesterday I received a card from Alois. He writes
that he will probably come here at the end of December, but I
am not sure whether he will make it. I worry if he will get here
safely. Best wishes, brother Vaclav Cheers!

Written 6.12.1917
&]HFKRVORYDNµ6OH]NL\¶WK
Infantry Regiment.
Postmark 6.12.1917
Baryshivka (Poltava).

Fig. 8
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Russian Fieldpost Card
sent from a Czech
Legionnaire (probably
from a unit of the 1st
Czechoslovak Reserve
Rifle Regiment) to his
µIHOORZEURWKHU¶LQWKHVW
Czechoslovak Reserve
Rifle Regiment in
Zhytomyr
Handstamp
(note the Czech lion in
centre). This is the
earliest known use of a
Czech language
handstamp used in
Ukraine.
Czechoslovak
Reserve Rifle Regiment
Postage Free
Soldiers letter From the
Army in the Field

11.1.1918
Greetings fellow brother,
First of all, my heartfelt greetings, thanks for your letter, and
thanks for the various postcards. Thank you for showing
interest by writing to me dear brother, and please continue to
do so as long as you are in Zhytomyr. I think we will be leaving
VRRQEXW,GRQ¶WNQRZZKHQ,ZLOOZULWHWR\RXVRRQ:ULWHWR
me about news from where you are. What you said about
Gusta²it serves him right. Say hello to fellow brothers and
those of lower ranks. Write soon greetings!

To whom
Volunteer Frantishek
Chaska
3rd Platoon
1st Czechoslovak
Reserve Regiment.
Where
Zhytomyr
The Volyn Region.

Fig. 9
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CZECHOSLOVAK LEGION UNIT HANDSTAMPS IN UKRAINE 1917-1918

4ewCKo - Cnoeat.tKi~
Crpl>nKOBbl~
3anacHblti OaTaniOHb

2-'1 4ewcKo - Cnoeat.tKiM

Crpt.n.nonKh
3-A POTA.

4EWCKO- cnOBAU.KOLi1
CTP1,JlKOBOLi1 6P"1rAAbl
3AflACHAA POTA

Czechoslovak

Czechoslovak

Czechoslovak

Reserve

Rifle Battalion

2nd Rifle Regiment
3rd Company

Rifle Brigade
Reserve Company

Yexo-c11oeat.tbKL-1~
3anacH~M

2-MM ~exo-CJlOB8'-'bKl-1M
crpinel,lbKMM nonK

CTpi1181.tbKl-1~ KypiHb

3-TA COTHA

4exo-c11oeaubKa
crpinel,lbKa 6pMra.Qa
JanacHa COTHA

SUMMARY OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY IN UKRAINE 1914-1918
12.08.1914

The Russian Army Council approved the creation of a volunteer Czech Druzhyna.

20.08.1914 The Russian Ministry of War issued an order to the headquarters of the Russian Army
of the Kyiv district to form the Czech Druzhyna.
02.09.1914 The first Army order was received, from the headquarters of the Russian Army of the
Kyyiv district by the newly formed Czech Druzhyna. It confirmed the Commander as
Lieutenant Colonel Lototskiy (Russian) with 540 Czech volunteers organised into 1
Battalion of 2 Companies.
28.09.14

The battle standard of the Czech was blessed in the square of St. Sophia in Kyiv. The
Czech volunteers swore an oath of allegiance on the newly blessed standard. Command
of the Czech Druzhyna passed to Lieutenant Colonel Sozentovych (Russian).

09.10.1914 Czechoslovak Druzhyna was 1000 strong (700 Czech volunteers plus 300 Russians ±
irregulars, officers and others). It now comprised of 4 Companies. It left Kyiv to join
the Russian 3rd Army on the south-west front (Zdolbuniv, Brody, Lviv, Rava Ruska to
Yaroslav).
07.11.1914

The Czech Druzhyna arrived in Yaroslav. 1 Commander (Sozentovych), 744 Czech
volunteers, 21 officers, 1 doctor, 2 civilian administrators, and 133 supporting Russian
personnel. The Czech Druzhyna was given the job of reconnoitring the enemy front- a
task in which they excelled.

Summer
1915

A 5th Company was formed at Kholm from Czech settlers from the Volyn region.
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SUMMARY OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY IN UKRAINE 1914-1918 (cont.)
24.06.1915 Colonel Sozentovych succeeded by Lieutenant-Colonel Troianov as commander of the
Czech Druzhina.
The Czech Druzhyna was transferred from the 3rd Army to the south-west fronts of the
7th and 11th Army.
15.10.1915

Czech and Slovaks living in the Volyn region allowed to join the Czech Druzhyna.

Autumn
1915

6th, 7th, 8th, Company plus a trench-mortar Company formed.

31.12.1915

The Czech Druzhyna become the Czechoslovak Rifle Regiment. 8 Companies, plus 1
trench-mortar Company, an irregular Company, plus a band. A total of 1,600 men.
Losses to date were; 41 dead, 95 wounded, 25 missing.

1916

In the Serbian Division of the Russian Army were 800 Czechoslovak volunteers. After
heavy defeats in August and September 1916, they re-assembled on the 17th October
1916. Czech volunteers were allowed to move to Czech Regiments. On 16.4.1917 these
volunteers were officially released from the Serbian Division.

1917

The Czech Army in Ukraine now comprised of three Regiments (1st, 2nd, 3rd) in a
Czechoslovak Brigade. 7,000 men plus reserves. They were under the command of
Colonel Troianov.

01.06.1917

Moral in the Russian Army was now at rock bottom. Regular Russian troops refusing to
advance on an impregnable enemy front. The Russian Army called for volunteer
µ$VVDXOW&RPSDQLHV¶7KH&]HFKRVORYDN%ULJDGHZDVRQHRIWKHILUVWWRYROXQWHHUDQG
became part of the Assault unit of the 7th Army on the south-west Front. However they
ZHUHWUDQVIHUUHGRQWKHQG-XQHWRWKHWK$UP\DVµQRWIXOO\RUJDQLVHG¶

19.06.1917

The Czechoslovak Brigade attacked and breached the Austro-Hungarian Front at
Zboriv, though they had only been given a defensive role. They advanced 3 miles into
enemy territory. Though in the end the battle failed, this advance of the Czech Brigade
gave them eternal fame and glory, as they showed that the enemy could be defeated.
Losses of the Brigade were 190 killed, 700 wounded, and 11 missing.

26.06.1917 The Czechoslovak Brigade was transferred to the 49th Army Corps reserve at Ozerna.
However they were soon back in action covering Russian retreats at Ozerna and
Ternopil.
June 1917

A new formation of Czechoslovak volunteers was formed in the 8th Army (which was
under the Command of General Kornilov) which included 120 Czech prisoners of War.
7KH\ZHUHWREHXVHGIRUµSDWUROVHUYLFH¶IRULWVQHZYROXQWHHUVW$VVDXOW%DWWDOLRQWKH
µ.RUQLORYV¶WK-XQHWKH\OHIWIRUWKH)URQWDW6WDQ\VODYLY$WWKHHQGRI-XQH
they took part in the capture of Kalush and Stanyslaviv. They took part in the retreat
from Stanyslaviv on 21st July 1917. August 24th 1917 they were moved to Mohyliv
(Dnister river) to protect General Kornilov himself.

21.06.1917

Due to the Czechoslovak Brigade success at Zboriv permission was given to recruit
from all Czechoslovak prisoners of war. 30,000 new volunteers enlisted and the
Czechoslovak Brigade eventually become an Army Corps with regular reserve
formations. For the success at Zboriv the Czechoslovak Brigade commander Troianov
was promoted from Colonel to Major-General. Command of the Czechoslovak Brigade
(now almost a Division) passed to Colonel Mamontov.
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SUMMARY OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY IN UKRAINE 1914-1918 (cont.)
23.08.1917 A fourth Regiment was formed, and the Czechoslovak Brigade became the
Czechoslovak Hussite Division.
Comprising of

July 1917

The 1st Rifle Regiment

- the Jan Hus Regiment

The 2nd Rifle Regiment

- the George of Podebrad Regiment

The 3rd Rifle Regiment

- the Jan Zizka of Trochnov Regiment

The 4th Rifle Regiment

- the Prokop the Great Regiment

A second Czechoslovak Division began to be formed from Czechoslovak prisoners of
war.
08.07.1917 The 5th Rifle Regiment - WKH3UDJXHµ0DVDU\N¶5HJLPHQWZDVIRUPHGDW
Boryspil
12.07.1917

The 6th Rifle Regiment - WKHµ+DQDFN\¶ 'LVWULFWRI2ORPRXF ZDVIRUPHG
at Pyriatyn

12.07.1917

The 7th Rifle Regiment - WKHµ7DWUD¶ 'LVWULFW ZDVIRUPHGDW%RU\VSLO

08.07.1917 The 8th Rifle Regiment - WKHµ6OH]VNL\¶ 5HJLRQ ZDVIRUPHGDW%DU\VKLYND

(2 new Reserve Regiments were added later)
23.08.1917 The first Czechoslovak Artillery formation was formed consisting of 3 Batteries.
24.09.1917 1100 Czechoslovak volunteers from the 1st Reserve Rifle Battalion (1st Czech Division),
and 100 Czech volunteers from graduates of the Officers school at Boryspil (2nd Czech
Division) left Zhytomyr for Archangel in Russia. On 16.10.1917 they left Archangel for
England arriving 29.10.1917. Here they were formed into a regular Battalion and on the
11.11.1917 they left England for France arriving 12.11.1917 as the Battalion of
Czechoslovak Volunteers, the base of the future Czechoslovak Army in France.
26.09.1917 The Czechoslovak Army in Ukraine now become an Army Corps of 2 Divisions and a
Reserve Brigade.
15.10.1917

Major General Shokorov become Commander of the Czechoslovak Army Corps.

29.10.1917

The Czechoslovak Army in Ukraine declared themselves neutral between Ukraine and
Russia.

November
1917

The Czechoslovak Artillery was now completed. It consisted of 2 Artillery Brigades of 6
%DWWHULHV(DFK'LYLVLRQDOVRKDGLWVRZQ%DWWHU\PRUWDUµ'LYLVLRQ¶7KH&]HFKRVORYDN
Army Corps was now complete.

December
1917

7KH*RYHUQPHQWRIWKH8NUDLQLDQ1DWLRQDO5HSXEOLFSXEOLVKHGµ5XOHVIRUWKH
&]HFKRVORYDN$UP\RQWKHWHUULWRU\RI8NUDLQH¶
IloIIOJE:eHIDI npo qexocno~Ke BiffcLKO Ba TepHTOpi1 Y.Kpai'.UH

The British Journal of Russian Philately 102

55

SUMMARY OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK ARMY IN UKRAINE 1914-1918 (cont.)
30.12.1917

All Russian insignia was now removed from the uniforms of soldiers of the
Czechoslovak Army Corps. The insignia was replaced by a Czechoslovak badge to be
worn on the left arm.

22.01.1918

Ukraine declares complete independence from Russia.

09.02.1918 The peace treaty at Berestia-Lytovske was signed between Ukraine and the Central
Powers (Austria, Germany, Bulgaria and Turkey). The peace treaty accepted Ukraine as
an independent country and confirmed its boundaries. In return for foodstuffs the
Central Powers agreed to help clear Ukraine of Russian communists and their
supporters.
February
1918

The Czechoslovak Army began to flee from Ukraine. The Czechoslovak 1st Division
headed eastwards from Volyn towards Kyiv. The Czechoslovak 2nd Division in Poltava
meantime secured trains for the evacuation of the entire Czechoslovak Army Corps.

01.03.1918 The last Czech troops of the Czechoslovak 1st Division passed through Kyiv pursued by
Ukrainian and German troops. They headed east towards Pryluky and Ichnia.
06.03.1918 Russia promised to assist the Czechoslovaks, who had so bravely over the past 4 years
fought and given their lives for Russia, to hold the railway junction at Bakhmach. This
railway junction was located on the Kyiv-Kursk railway line (west - north-east). The
railway lines north from Homel (through which the Germans could mount a swift
advance) and south-west from Ichnia and south-east from Poltava (through Hrebinka),
all passed through Bakhmach. It was vital for the Czechoslovak Army evacuation that
this railway junction be held. The Russians rewarded them with a large red
flag, a few sailors, and 50 men from the Russian Army
0813.03.1918

The Czechoslovaks successfully held the Germans at Bakhmach which allowed the
&]HFKRVORYDN$UP\&RUSVWRIOHHWRPRWKHU5XVVLDLQLWVHQWLUHW\GHVSLWH5XVVLD¶V
desperate efforts to prevent the evacuation of the Czechoslovak Army Corps which was
now protecting Russian troops fleeing Ukraine. It was the Czechoslovak 6th Rifle
Regiment, acting as the backbone of the rearguard of the Czechoslovak Army Corps,
that held the Germans. The rearguard was commended by Major Usak who managed to
fool the Russians and the rearguard too was evacuated in its entirety. The
Czechoslovak Army Corps was now the only real Army of Russia.

ISLE

r-~~
OF MAN

PHILATELIC
FEDERATION
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BSRP member Ian Stone has won the
Castletown Trophy awarded by the Isle of
Man Philatelic Federation for his exhibit on
the Valmiera (North Latvia) Issue of 1919.
He has now won it 4 times, previously for his
Estonia Viking Ship 1m, Viking ship 5m,
Ukrainian map trials, and now the North
Latvia issue. There is only one stamp, perf
and imperf but he has a good lot of proofs,
postmaster perfs, cancellations, false
cancelations and covers.
Congratulations Ian!
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NEW DATA ON THE NORTHWEST ARMY POSTAL SERVICE AND STAMPS
Alexander Epstein
Rather long ago, there was
published a paper by the
present author [1] who, based
on the materials found in the
Estonian postal
administration fund stored at
the Estonian State Archive,
added some aspects of
development of the Northwest
Army (NWA) post, unknown
before the previous research
on this topic by other authors.
Recently, I undertook a new
search in the same archive but
in other funds which brought
some new finds adding many
interesting facts to the
previous information.
Let us mention first the
following paragraphs of the
1:$&RPPDQGHU¶V2UGHU
No. 157 of 21 July 1919 [2]
(here and below translated
into English):
§2. Establish a free
transportation of mail for the
Northwest Army soldiers and
officials within the limits
of territory occupied by
the NWA to and from the
front; in the latter case, a
FDFKHW³)URP$UP\-in-)LHOG´
and that of the military unit
or institution should be
applied to the packets.
§3. Head of Military
Communications is entitled to
use the stocks of previous
postage stamps with
applying to them a special
overprint and collecting
postage according to the
postal and telegraphic tariffs
in the Northwest Army area,
approved by the Head of
Supplies on 25 June 1919.
Thus, the free postage right of

soldiers got its confirmation
in the case of NWA too.
However, their mail abroad
(to Estonia and via it to other
countries) as well as heavy
inland mail (over 30g) should
be franked with stamps.
Besides, §3 confirms the
official status of the stamps
with the NWA overprint (SG 6
-20). Up to now, all
information of the origin of
those stamps was based on
the article by Alfred Behrzin,
the Head of Pskov post/
telegraph office at that time
[3].
The documents confirm also
that the Field Post Office at
the NWA Foreign Relations
Department (FRD FPO) in
Tallinn functioned
independently of the NWA
Field Post/Telegraph Office
(FPTO) in Narva (on the river
Narova right-bank, the
Ivangorod part of this town
presently a part of Russia).
The Foreign Relations
Department was transferred
in July 1919 to the Rear
Service of the newly formed
Northwest Front (NWF
&RPPDQGHU¶V-in-Chief Order
No. 11 of 9 August 1919 [4]);
later, when the front had been
liquidated at the end of
August, it was given over to
the Russian Northwest
Government Ministry of
Foreign Affairs (NWF
&RPPDQGHU¶V-in-Chief Order
No. 18 of 21 August 1919 [5])
where remained for about a
month until subordinated
finally to the Assistant NWA
Commander-in-Chief (NWA
&RPPDQGHU¶V-in-Chief Order
No. 76 of 2 October 1919 [6]).
Thus, the department was

returned to the army being its
part and its post office
retained a field status up to
WKHHQGRIWKHDUP\¶V
existence.
This FPO handled, from the
very beginning, mail of the
army institutions only in
collaboration with the
Estonian general post office in
Tallinn and such mail of the
institutions located in Tallinn
did not require franking with
stamps. Therefore, it had no
date canceller but only a
rubber cachet with a 3-line
text that was not destined to
cancel stamps (all known
cancels on stamps of the
OKCA issue are c-t-o).
However, this cachet is found
as the arrival postmark on a
postal packet addressed in
December 1919 to the
Northwest Government
Department of Finances in
Tallinn from the Yamburg
Treasury evacuated to Gdov;
the stamps are postmarked
with the canceller of Polna
known used at Gdov (Fig. 1).
The item was handed over to
the FRD FPO probably
because of missing postal
address (the house number
and street) of the Financial
Department.
One more important fact was
found from the NWA
&RPPDQGHU¶VRUGHU1R
of 21 September 1919 [7]:
§6. Inland postal operations
are opened throughout the
whole Northwest army area.
The taking-in and handingout of mail will be carried out
at all postal and postal/
telegraphic establishments of
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Fig. 1
the area on the ground of
regulations in effect earlier in
the Empire and according to
the rates approved for the
Northwest Army area.
The approved rates of postal/
telegraphic duties are found
at every postal and postal/
telegraphic establishment of
the area. Initially, the
operations are opened
according to the items 1, 2, 3,
4, 5, 9, 16, and 17 of such
table.
These items corresponded to
ordinary letters, postcards
and printed matter, free and
registered mail, receipts,
forwarding of periodicals and
services for public
respectively. No other kinds of
mail, such as money transfer,
letters with declared value
and parcels, should be
accepted. This circumstance
explains why such kind of
entires from the NWA area
was never found.
While the exchange of mail
with Estonia and, via it, with

58

other foreign countries was
established as early as during
July and August along the
railway line Pskov-Narva and
across the Lake Peipus from
Pskov to Tartu [1], the inland
postal service existed in
practice only for about a
month and a half. Therefore,
the corresponding items of
mail should be extremely rare
(except of postcards from
Pskov of philatelic origin
mailed locally in August).
Fig. 2 depicts the only item of
such kind known up to the
present, a stationery postcard
5-kop of the 1917 issue
franked additionally with a
pair of 5-kop stamps (SG 7)
uprating it to the 15-kop
inland postcard rate, sent on
26 October from the post subRIILFH6WDURSRO¶HWRWKHUDLOZD\
station Borovik where no
postal establishment existed;
therefore, the postcard was
handled at the nearby Gdov
post/telegraph office on 1
November (date canceller of
Polna).

It remains unknown, how was
this card delivered to the
addressee: did there exist e.g.
some shuttle service or did the
addressee come to Gdov
himself? Its message is of
interest too:
How do you do, Hugo!
Well, how did you live under
the Reds? Was nobody of you
shot down, did all remain
healthy? I believe they
fumbled in a little, that to say.
Do you think to learn?
Regards to Lida of Sashka,
although I sent a postcard
her as well. Regards to
1HFKDHYDQG/HRQW¶HY:ULWH
write and write!
6WDURSRO¶HWR9
Korolev.
Let us be reminded that the
station Borovik was occupied
by the Red Army from August
to the end of September or
beginning of October.
Curious information is
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Fig. 2
contained in the NWF
&RPPDQGHU¶V-in-Chief Order
No. 59 of 15 September 1919
[8]:
Approve the staff of field
postal branch at the corps
headquarters.
There were two corps as parts
of the NWA. However, there
is no evidence that such
branches were actually
formed. Most probably, the
NWA FPTO remained the
only field post establishment
in this area for the whole
period of NWA existence. This
FPTO was subordinated to the
Postal/Telegraphic Section, a
part of the NWA Military
Communications Directorate.
The latter remained all the
time a part of the Northwest
Army as having been for a
rather short time transferred
under the Northwest Front
HQ subordination (NWF
&RPPDQGHU¶V-in-Chief order
No. 18 of 21 August 1919 [5]),
it was soon returned to the
DUP\ 1:)&RPPDQGHU¶VLQChief Order No. 28 of 31
August 1919 [9]). Thus, the
FPTO retained its field status
during the whole period of its
existence.

Some important information
was found also concerning the
so-called OKCA stamps (SG 15) considered the NWA 2nd
issue but wrongly listed in the
Stanley Gibbons stamp
catalogue (Part 10 Russia)
before the NWA overprinted
stamps. This issue raises
some questions, since these
stamps have initials and
emblem of the North Army
Detached Corps that was
expanded into the North
(later Northwest) Army as
from 20 June, although the
stamps themselves appeared
essentially later than those
with the NWA overprint. The
first information of this issue
was drawn from a short
article by Georg H. Jaeger, a
stamp dealer from Liepaja,
Latvia [10] where the
following was stated in
particular (in translation from
German):
7KH³2.6$´VWDPSVZHUH
manufactured at the B. Mäns
printing shop in Revel by an
order of the Yudenich army
financial section in a total
number of 3,000,000 sets.
These stamps were used from
the end of September to the

end of December 1919
throughout the part of Soviet
Russia occupied at that time
by the Yudenich army,
namely from Pskov and
Narva to Ligovo, 16 verstas
from Petersburg. There were
about 100 postal
establishments in total that
were selling these stamps,
circa 1½ million sets were
granted to the public, since
these stamps were valid also
as the revenues. The principal
post offices in the Yudenich
army area were the
following: Narva, Pskov,
Yamburg, Gatchina,
Volosovo, Gdov,
Moloskovitsy, Strugi-Belye,
etc. As General Yudenich did
not succeed by various
reasons in freeing Petersburg
IURPWKHEORRG\%ROVKHYLNV¶
yoke and his army had to
beat a hasty retreat under the
pressure of Reds, large stocks
of these stamps, especially at
the Treasures of Gatchina
and Yamburg, fell into the
hands of Bolsheviks and were
destroyed. No great
remainders came later into
market in Revel: the stamps
are mostly non-gummed.
Also cancels-to-order are
found on complete sheets and
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envelopes.
About 20 years later, I.
Veiner, an expert for the
Estonian stamps and postal
history, confirmed the
information as to the
printing shop and number of
printing, having added also
20 August 1919 as the date of
issue adopted also in the SG
catalogue. This information
was contained in his Listing
of Estonian stamps [11]
where Veiner included also
the NWA and OKCA stamps
as having been sold in the
territory of Estonia. The
natural places in Estonia
where such stamps could be
sold were the NWA FPTO in
Narva (the sale of NWA
overprinted stamps there is
documented [1]) and FRD
FPO in Tallinn.
G. Jaeger could not know in
1920 exactly the
circumstances known to us
presently from the historic
literature. Therefore, much
asserted by him in the above
excerpt may not correspond
to the reality. However, it
was necessary to find out,
what can be true in his text
and what not. The following
document, a telegram under
No. 755 dated 19 June 1919
from General Krusenstern, at
that time the OKCA Head of
Rear Service to the Head of
Department of Supplies
consists of the following text
[12]:
Please inform whether the
revenue stamp designs are
developed and how is it
going with the question of
banknotes and postage
stamps at all.
As to the banknotes, there
are meant the so-called
rodzyanki issued by order of

60

Ordering and
paying entity (as
written in the
books)
OKCA
Department of
Supplies and
North Army
Trading Section
NWA State
Papers
Manufacturing
Office

Estimate/
Current
Acc. No.

Date of
debit entry

30

16.07.19

Date of
credit
entry
Written
off on
27.08.19

Amount (in
Est. markas)
295.-

64

18.08.19 23.08.19

21,343.-

71

27.08.19

5.09.19

6,370.-

74

30.08.19

18.09.19

2,330.-

95

17.09.19

31.10.19

115.-

96

17.09.19

31.10.19

1,325.-

127

30.10.19

31.12.19

3,570.-

136

17.11.19

31.12.19

1,355.-

Table 1
General Rodzyanko, the
OKCA commander and wellknown to the paper money
collectors. According to the
available information, they
were ready by the end of July
or beginning of August,
although it remains unknown
where they were printed [13].
We can conclude from this
document also that the
Department of Supplies
occupied itself with the
postage stamps as well, while
the revenue stamps were
most probably never
manufactured. As the
Financial Section mentioned
by Jaeger (more precisely, the
Money Section) was in the
OKCA period a part of the
Department of Supplies, his
information concerning the
entity that ordered the stamps
seems to be rather closer to
the truth. (NB! Both the
ZRUGVµGHSDUWPHQW¶DQG
µVHFWLRQ¶DUHH[SUHVVHGLQ
5XVVLDQE\WKHZRUGµotdel¶
To avoid any
misunderstanding, the higher
entity is called here
µGHSDUWPHQW¶DQGWKH
VXERUGLQDWHGRQHµVHFWLRQ¶ 

It remains now throwing the
chain over to the B. Mäns
printing shop. There turned
out in the archive of this shop,
books containing the ordering
entities and amounts paid for
the executed works, although
the particular orders are not
mentioned there [14]. The
above table includes all works
connected with the NWA.
It just strikes the account No.
64 for an amount of 21,343
markas which is the greatest
in 1919 for this printing shop
at all. The date 20 August
indicated by I. Veiner falls
just between the dates of
debit and credit entries in the
above table. This date might
represent the day either of
receiving the stamps from the
printing shop or putting them
on sale at the FRD FPO in
Tallinn. The OKCA
Department of Supplies is
indicated as the ordering
entity in one of the books and
the Trading Section in
another book. The Trading
Section was a part of the
Department of Supplies
equally with the Money,
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Clothes, Ration and
4XDUWHUPDVWHU¶V6HFWLRQV
although having been formed
somewhat later. By the time of
payment, the Money and
Trading Sections were united
into the NWA Directorate
(Upravlenie) of Trade and
Finances. Thus one can assert
with a very high degree of
probability that the account
No. 64 concerned just the
OKCA postage stamps even if
there is no direct evidence.
Also the ordering entity is
established, since there
existed no postal/telegraphic
subdivision yet at the instant
of placing the order
(supposedly, the first half of
June). The quantity of printed
sets (3 mln) cannot be
confirmed by these
documents, but judging by the
fact that the OKCA stamps are
very common and cheap even
today, this number looks close
to the truth.
This account is joined by
another one under No. 71
which is followed by the note
³IRUXVLQJPDFKLQHV´LHWKH
printing equipment. This
might point to the fact that
the process of printing was
carried out by persons from
the army especially designed
for this purpose while the
printing shop manufactured
the plates, provided with
paper, ink and services, etc. In
this case, the plates could not
be left at the printing shop but
should be taken away by the
customer.
There is a question as to the
orders placed by the State
Papers Manufacturing Office.
One cannot answer this
question definitely but these
orders could probably be
connected with preparation
for printing the 50-kop money
-stamps of the corresponding

postage stamp design of
which no more than 2 or 3
unfinished sheets were
retained. However, they could
not be for the banknotes,
since those were
manufactured in lithographic
process, but it is known that
there was no corresponding
equipment at the Mäns
printing shop.
It looks as though the printing
of stamps was ordered in the
time when OKCA still existed,
most probably in the first half
of June 1919. It looks also
natural that the whole
manufacturing process,
including preparation of
printing plates, acquisition of
paper and inks etc., took over
2 months. By the time the
process finished , the ordering
entity ± OKCA did not exist
having been reorganized into
the Northwest Army.
However, no little amount of
money was paid for the work
and the finished stamps
should be utilized.
It is clear that they should be
then given over to the NWA
Postal/Telegraphic Section
created in July as a part of the
Military Communications
Board for distributing the
stamps further to the postal/
telegraphic establishments
controlled by this section
(some part of the printing was
probably put on sale on 20
August at the FRD FPO in
Tallinn).
Let us consider now the
question whether the OKCA
stamps were necessary from
the point of view of the army.
During May and June 1919,
the OKCA together with the
army of Estonia succeeded in
conquering from the
Bolsheviks, relatively large
territory east of the river

Narova, lakes Peipus and
Pskov with the towns Pskov,
Gdov and Yamburg. Among
other problems, there should
be restored also the postal
service. The retreating
Bolsheviks succeeded in
evacuating some postal/
telegraphic establishments,
such as Gdov and Yamburg,
having taken out stocks of
stamps, cancellers and other
accessories.
Some stocks of Imperial
postage stamps were found,
nevertheless, at the local
postal establishments, first of
all, at the Pskov post/
telegraph office that had not
been evacuated. However,
their use in the unchanged
form was against the interests
of army treasury, since a great
number of such stamps could
be in the hands of the local
population and dealers as
well. Also infiltration of such
stamps was possible from the
Soviet territory where they
were in legal use. Besides, the
post office stocks were not too
large. This circumstance led
to the idea of manufacturing
own stamps, the more so
because the army did not lose
the hope of occupying a
considerably larger territory,
incl. the city of Petrograd.
Hence also the great number
of OKCA stamps
manufactured. However, as
the execution of the order
required time, the available
stocks of Imperial Arms
definitive in a total amount of
about 112,000 copies (the
largest quantity for an
individual face value did not
exceed 15,000 copies) were
overprinted with the army
designation (in the meantime,
the OKCA was expanded into
the NWA) as a provisional
solution and put on sale.
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The earliest date of using the
OKCA stamps on cover
known to me is 26
September. This date is very
close to the date of opening
the inland postal services in
the area controlled by the
NWA and the time ± end of
September indicated by
Jaeger. By that time, the
originally not large stocks of
the overprinted NWA stamps
were mostly exhausted. In
particular, a great number of
them was earlier used on
philatelic mail or sold to
collectors and stamp dealers
at the Pskov post/telegraph
office or NWA FPTO in
Narva. There remained some
stocks at the NWA FPTO and
Gdov post/telegraph office
that became the main such
establishment after Yamburg
and Pskov had fallen into
hands of the Reds at the
beginning and end of August,
respectively. However, these
stocks could not be large, and
the shortage of stamps at
Gdov manifested itself as
early as in September as
shows the postcard mailed to
Latvia on the 13th (Fig. 3). Its
franking on 20 kop in total
includes a 15-kop Arms
stamp without the NWA
overprint.
Besides, the Gdov post/
telegraph office had to
distribute stamps (at least,
partly) to the subordinated
post offices and sub-offices of
the NWA area after opening
there the inland postal
service. Such shortage
existed even in October after
supplies of the OKCA stamps
appeared there as evident
from a postcard from Gdov
shown in [15] where the
franking included even a 10kop stamp of the obsolete
Imperial Arms definitive of
1904! One can suppose that
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Fig. 3
these supplies to Gdov were
not sufficient, since stocks
were reserved also for the
postal establishments of the
area in the Petrograd
guberniya occupied during
the NWA advance starting at
the end of September.
However, this occupation
lasted for only about a month
on average; so it is rather
doubtful that there could be
restored a regular postal
service, although somewhere
this is not fully excluded (e.g.
at Yamburg). At least, there is
found absolutely no evidence
of this in the form of covers
that really passed through the
mail or even loose stamps
having cancellations of
Gatchina, Strugi-Belye,
Volosovo etc. Yamburg was
the only exception as c-t-o
stamps with rather unusual
date postmark are found from
that town. In any case, the
story about 100 postal
establishments which
allegedly sold these stamps
sounds fantastic.
On the other hand, one
cannot exclude that the OKCA
stamp stocks were actually
delivered to some of those
post offices and were
afterwards destroyed after

finding themselves in hands
RIWKH%ROVKHYLNV¶DXWKRULWLHV
as Jaeger informed. The fact
that such destruction of
µ:KLWH¶VWDPSVDFWXDOO\WRRN
place is confirmed by a
circular of the Soviet postal
administration [16]:
All postage stamps taken by
the Red Army units from
White Guards will come to
the Ugubs (provincial or
guberniya postal/telegraphic
administrations ± A.E.) from
the Heads of Front
Communications. It is
proposed in these cases to
draw up corresponding
statements with the
participation of State
Inspection representatives as
to the quantity and nominal
value of the stamps received
indicating in the statements
the number of stamps of the
designs in use in the Soviet
Republic, even if with an
overprint or surcharge, and
the number of stamps of
every other design. The
first are to be immediately
handed over to the guberniya
post offices together with a
copy of the statement to be
entered as receipts and
stored until a special
direction and the second
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are subject to be sent to
Moscow People Bank for
destruction. The same
order should be applied
to the postage stamps
turned out at the
establishments of areas
left by the Whites.
Thus, the original
information of the OKCA
stamps reported by Jaeger
seems to be true in many
aspects (at least, partly).
Supposedly, he received this
information from the army
officials when purchasing the
stamp remainders during the
process of army liquidation.
However, genuine covers
that really passed through
mail are found up to now
only from Gdov and the
NWA FPTO. Such covers are
shown and described in [17].
One more such cover mailed
from Gdov to Vyborg or
Viipuri then in Finland is
shown in Fig. 4.
If the information as to the
number of stamps
manufactured and that
granted to the public is
correct, there still should
remain about 1½ million sets
in the army hands. There is
an indirect evidence in the
form of resolution of the
NWA Liquidation Committee
of 14 March 1920 [18].
According to this resolution,
a request of the Norwegian
consul to exchange 50,000
rubles in the NWA banknotes
ZDVUHMHFWHG³RQJHQHUDO
JURXQGV´EXWLWZDV
permitted to replace a part of
the money by postage
stamps. It is clear that there
could be in the army hands
only the stamps with the
NWA overprint and the
OKCA stamps. However, the
amount of the overprinted

Fig. 4
stamp remainders (if
available) should be
negligible by that time and
those stamps were being sold
then by stamp dealers at
prices many times over their
face value. Consequently, the
consul could receive only the
OKCA stamps.
There remained also nothing
other for the army in the
process of its liquidation as
selling the stamp remainders
to stamp dealers, mainly to G.
Jaeger. It looks very probable
that a considerable part of
philatelic covers and c-t-o
stamps with the postmark of

Moloskovitsy were
manufactured at the same
time. One cannot exclude also
the possibility that the
printing plates were sold
during the process of army
liquidation to private persons
as well and some reprints
were made from them
afterwards. However, all this
is no more that speculation,
since any evidence of this is
missing.
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Illustrations
Fig.1. Front of a heavy packet from Gdov to the Northwest Government Financial Department in Tallinn handled at the
NWA FRD FPO (the Edward Klempka collection).
Fig.2. A 5-kop PS card of the Provisional Government design franked additionally with a pair of 5-kop adhesives with the
NWA overprint in accordance with the NWA inland postal rate, mailed from the post sub-RIILFH6WDURSRO¶HWRWKH
station Borovik but received at Gdov (the Edward Klempka collection).
Fig.3. An ordinary postcard from Gdov to Ekabpils, Latvia with mixed franking consisting of NWA overprinted and an
non-overprinted Imperial Arms stamp on 20 kop in total in accordance with the NWA foreign postal rate (Raritan
Stamps Auction No. 3, December 12, 1999).
Fig.4. An ordinary letter from Gdov to Vyborg, Finland franked with various OKCA stamps on 50 kop in accordance with
the NWA foreign postal rate (the Edward Klempka collection).
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LS, CACHET PRIVE / LS A CURIOUS CANCEL
Noel Warr
When Leopold Schlesinger
(henceforward LS) is googled
this is the result:
David and Pauline's fourth
daughter Regina Lesersohn
married the Honourable
Leopold Schlesinger who was
a banker in Moscow and a
multi-millionaire.
It would appear that there
was not a Schlesinger bank in
Moscow and it is more likely
that LS was involved with a
major bank such as the
Moscow Merchants Bank.
This would appear to be borne
out by the fact that the
envelope is pre-printed with
RQO\/6¶VQDPHDQG
³0RVFR´ LQZKDWODQJXDJHLV
Moscow spelled thus?), hence
LW¶VOLNHO\WRKDYHEHHQIRU
personal rather than business
use.
The postmark cancelling the
stamp reads LS (in full)
Moscow 5 Mars 79 (in Latin
characters) ± ,FDQ¶W
determine the spelling of
Moscow. On the reverse of
the cover are Moscow marks
of the Central Otdiel and of
the V Eksp, 6 March; an
indeterminate Russian station
mark, 7 March; a Paris A
Clermont tpo 22 March and a
St Etienne arrival mark 23
March; on the front of the
cover is a French entry mark
± Russie Erquelines ± Paris
22 March.
The cover and all its marks
appear to be perfectly genuine
and one has to ask did LS in
fact have dispensation to
postmark his own
correspondence with his own

postmark? If the answer to
that is No then one would
have expected his postmark to
have been deleted in some
ZD\WKHIDFWWKDWLWKDVQ¶W
been suggests that this could
well be rare usage of a private
postmark, the like of which I
have never seen before.
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POSTAL RATES OF OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 1923
Edward Klempka
Postmasters or indeed the
Russian public are not
normally regarded as being
superior mathematicians.
However, when one tries to
decipher the Postal rates of
October and November 1923,
one can only be amazed at
the accuracy of the people
involved. A modern day
HTXLYDOHQWRI³$´OHYHO
mathematics.
Inland mail had the Postal
rates quoted in gold currency
from 1st October 1923.
Foreign rates were quoted in
1923 currency for the period
1st-16th October 1923
thereafter quoted in gold
currency.
The conversion to gold
currency (money backed with
gold deposits at the Russian
Central Bank) was the
QDWLRQ¶VZD\RIVTXHH]LQJRXW
inflation which had been
rampant from 1919-1923.
Imperial currency was
replaced by the 1922 rouble,
which in October 1922 had a
conversion factor of 10,000
Imperial Roubles = 1 1922
rouble.
The 1922 rouble depreciated
rapidly and on 1st January
1923 1 - 1923R was worth
100 1922 roubles.
The 1923R was used for most
of the year until the gold
rouble was introduced. On
1st October 1923, 400 1923
roubles = 1 gold rouble and
all would have remained well,
had not the 1923 currency
been re-valued daily
resulting in 1320 1923
roubles = 1 gold rouble by 30
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November 1923.
The situation was clear,
postal rates expressed in gold
currency (gold currency
stamps issued mid October
1923) but stamps initially
only available in
denominations of 1922
roubles and 1923 roubles, the
exchange rate for which
varied daily (although the
1922 roubles conversion rate
remained constant at 100
1922 roubles to 1 1923 rouble
through the period).

Table 1
INLAND POSTAL RATES
1 October 1923

Gold roubles

Post Card

0.04

Local letter

0.05

(Moscow and Petrograd)

Local letter

0.04

(elsewhere)

Inter city letter

0.06

Registration

0.06
Table 2
FOREIGN RATES
1-16 October 1923
1923 roubles

16 October 1923
Gold roubles

Post card

27

0.12

Letter

45

0.20

Registration

45

0.20
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Table 3
DAILY EXCHANGE RATES OF
1923 ROUBLES PER 1 GOLD ROUBLE
Rates quoted are for Moscow
day rate

day rate

day rate

Oct. 1 400

(S.) Oct. 21 610

Nov. 10 805

2 410

22 610

(Sun.) 11 820

3 415

23 620

12 820

4 425

24 630

13 845

5 435

25 640

14 865

6 445

26 650

15 890

(Sun.) 7 460

27 660

16 920

8 460

(Sun.) 28 675

17 950

9 475

29 685

(Sun.) 18 980

10 482.5

30 685

19 980

11 490

31 690

20 1010

12 498

Nov. 1 700

21 1040

13 505

2 710

22 1070

(Sun.) 14 518

3 725

23 1100

15 518

(Sun.) 4 750

24 1130

16 525

5 750

(Sun.) 25 1160

17 535

6 765

26 1160

18 550

7 775

27 1200

19 565

8 775

28 1240

20 585

9 790

29 1280

Table 3 is pretty accurate
when calculating rates
emanating from Moscow or
Petrograd; a few days
variance may be found when
calculating rates from other,
particularly distant cities.
It is a relatively easy task to
establish if a cover used in
this period is correctly
franked, following these
steps:
a) Identify the postal rate, at
the date of posting, by
utilizing Table 1 for
internal mail and Table 2
for external mail.
b) Calculate the rate in gold
roubles.
c) Using Table 3, establish
the exchange rate in 1923
roubles at the date of
posting.
d) Establish the value of
stamps which frank the
cover, splitting the value
between 1922 and 1923
roubles.
e) Multiply the rate in gold
roubles (b above) by the
daily exchange rate in
1923 roubles (c above).
The product should equal
the franking of the cover
(d above).
bxc=d

30 1320
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INTERNAL RATES
a) Registered internal letter
posted 6 October 1923.
b) Rate 0.12 gold roubles
(0.06 postage, 0.06
registration).
c) Daily rate 445 1923
roubles = 1 gold rouble.
d) Cover franked
30 1923 roubles
2400 1922 roubles = 24
1923 roubles
Total franking 54 1923
roubles
e) b x c = d
0.12 x 445 = 53.4 1923
roubles
Cover correctly franked
Fig. 1

a) Internal letter rate posted 11 October
1923
b) Rate 0.06 gold roubles
c) Daily rate 490 1923 roubles = 1 gold
rouble
d) Cover franked
20 1923 roubles
950 1922 roubles = 9.5 1923 roubles
Total franking 29.5 1923 roubles
e) b x c = d
0.06 x 490 = 29.4 1923 roubles
Cover correctly franked

Fig. 2
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a) Registered internal post
card rate and AR (Advise
of Receipt) posted 12
October 1923
b) Rate 0.12 gold roubles
(Registration 0.06
internal post card rate
0.04 AR rate 0.02 = total
0.12 gold roubles)
c) Daily Rate 498 1923
roubles = 1 gold rouble
d) Cover franked
60 1923 roubles
e) b x c = d
0.12 x 498 = 59.8 1923
roubles
Cover correctly franked

Fig. 3

FOREIGN RATE
a) Registered foreign letter
rate 0.4 gold roubles
posted 23 October 1923
(foreign letter rate 0.2
registration 0.2)
b) Rate 0.4 gold roubles
c) Daily rate 620 1923
roubles = 1 gold rouble
d) Cover franked
248 1923 roubles
e) b x c = d
0.4 x 620 = 248 1923
roubles
Cover correctly franked

Fig. 4
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a) Foreign registered letter rate
0.40 gold roubles posted 24
October 1923
b) Rate 0.4 gold roubles (0.2R
Foreign Postage and 0.2R
Registration)
c) Daily conversion rate 630 1923
roubles = 1 gold rouble
d) Cover franked
250 1923 roubles
200 1922 roubles = 2 1923
roubles
Total 252 1923 roubles
e) b x c = d
0.4 x 630 = 252 1923
roubles
Cover correctly franked

Fig. 5
MIXED GOLD CURRENCY AND OTHER FRANKING

Fig. 6
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a) Foreign Registered letter
rate 0.4 gold roubles
posted 17 October 1923
b) Rate 0.4 gold roubles
(0.2R Foreign Postage and
0.2R Registration)
c) Daily conversion rate 535
1923 roubles = 1 gold
rouble
d) Cover franked
17 gold kopeks = 91
1923 roubles
300 1922 roubles = 3
1923 roubles
Total 94 1923 roubles
e) b x c = d
0.4 x 535 = 214 1923
roubles
The initial appraisal indicates
postage paid of 94 1923
roubles against a rate of 214
1923 roubles. Thus under-
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franked by 120 1923 roubles.
On closer examination, the
letter is postmarked Moscow
17 October 1923 (but
probably posted the previous
day). A day earlier on 16
October 1923 the foreign
letter rate was 45 1923
roubles and the registration
rate 45 1923 roubles, a total of
90 1923 roubles.
I have re-worked the franking

using the rate 90 in force on
16 October 1923 of 525 1923
roubles = 1 gold rouble; then
the franking becomes

Mixed gold rouble and 1922
rouble franked covers are
rare.

17 gold kopek
.17 x 525 = 89
plus 300 1922 roubles =
3 1923 roubles
Total franking
92 1923 roubles
Rate 90 1923 roubles
Cover correctly franked

ARBEITSGEMEINSCHAFT RUSSLAND / UdSSR

0 u

rur R

l
it11 ·hrift
rhil I Uc

areas. Founded in 1973, the
objective of the society is to
encourage research in these
fields.
With a membership of 170 in
Germany, Europe and
overseas, interests cover the
broad field of Russian
philately and postal history
from pre-philately to the
modern, post-Soviet
republics.

The working group Russia /
USSR is a community of
primarily German-speaking
collectors interested in the
philately and postal history of
Russia, the RSFSR, USSR, the
new republics and related

Our journal, the German
Journal of Russian Philately
(Deutsche Zeitschrift für
Russland-Philatelie) is
issued twice a year, 60-70
pages printed in full color and
used by leading collectors in
their field to publish their
original research.
As the number of nonGerman speaking members is
constantly increasing, articles

by non-German speakers are
placed in their original
language (English or Russian)
on our website. The journal
itself is printed in German
and covers the whole breadth
of our field.
Our website has been
designed to give an overview
of the different facets of our
field and contains
information about meetings,
publications etc.
Our main meeting is held
annually in March at
Hirschaid in Northern
Bavaria, welcoming members
and guests from Germany,
Scandinavia, the Czech
Republic, the UK, Russia, and
the Baltic States. This event
has become the main meeting
point for collectors and
dealers in Central Europe who
specialize in the Russian field.

For additional information about our society please contact our President,
Jörg Bochmann,
Pappelweg 13, D-71546 Aspach, Germany
e-mail: joerg.bochmann@t-online.de website: www.arge-russland.de
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VOLOST ADMINISTRATIONS PART TWO
Jack Moyes
The first part of this article
appeared in BJRP 96-7 and
covered postal operations
within the Volost system.
This second part was
originally intended to cover
other Volost activities which
gave rise to other collectible
material. Since then a few
items of postal interest have
come my way and these will
be dealt with first.
Fig.1 shows a cover
addressed to the Russian
Language and Philology
Faculty of the Imperial
Academy of Science at St.
Petersburg sent from
Shueretskoe Volost 5/3/09
with a St. Petersburg arrival
of 11/3/09. It has been sent
as a free-franking but not
with the usual official cachet
denoting that purpose. The
inscription at the base reads
³$$.DPHQHYFROOHFWRURI
ethnographic material, Inuya
Village, Kem Uyezd,
Archangel Gubernia. Under
Article 374 this postal packet
has the right to be sent
without payment to the
([FKHTXHU´
7KHQXPEHUµ¶KDVEHHQ
added and this would have
been from a private registry
book kept by Kemenev on
behalf of his expedition. It
would seem therefore that
the free-franking privilege
extended, to those bodies
that were entitled to it, not
just at their home base but
also when they were away on
official business.
I have three items which
although not showing the
word Volost almost certainly
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Fig. 1

Fig. 2
fit into the category of the
Volost offices. The first is
shown in Fig.2. This is a cover
from Labunskoe Gminnoe
Pravlenie Lyublin Gubernia
31/1/15 to Frieburg
Switzerland received 8/3/15,
held up for censorship at
Petrograd.

I have never seen a Volost
cancel from any of the Polish
provinces. On at least one of
the early Polish Law Court
UHYHQXHVWKHZRUG³JPLQQRH´
can be found indicating a
district. The use of this word
may indicate a gap in my
knowledge of Russian cancels,
but it could be known to
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others. I am making the
assumption that this is a
standard format for the
Volost offices in Poland. If I
am wrong then would
someone please correct me.
There are two words used for
³YLOODJH´RQ5XVVLDQFDQFHOV
³VHOR´DQG³3RVHORN´,KDYH
two items which show these
designations along with the
ZRUG³3UDYOHQLH´Fig.3
shows a small cover
addressed to the Danish Red
Cross at Copenhagen from
Ivanovskoe Selo Pravlenie
Kharkov Gubernia 10/6/17.
Fig.4 shows a POW card to
Hungary sent from
Karatugaiskoe Poselok
Pravlenie Turgai Oblast /12/15.
A search through Kiryushkin
DQG5RELQVRQ¶V/LVWRI3RVW
Offices in the Russian
Empire resulted in only
approximately sixty of a total
of 25,000 Post Offices
classified as a Selo Pravlenie.
Most of these were in
Kharkov and Kherson
Gubernias, others mostly in
the Caucasus and Urals.
Many of them converted to
Postal Sections within the
Imperial Postal
Administration. These village
cancels do not follow the
uniform style laid down in
circular No. 9 of 1903 ( see
BJRP 61, Rossica 96-7 and
Soviet Collector 15). They are
distinct from offices which
KDGWKHZRUGV³6HOR´DQG
³3RVHORN´DGGHGWRWKHQDPH
because these are Village
Administrations.
I would suggest that Figs.3-4
came under the same
category as the Volost offices
and organised the collection
and dispatch of mail in the
same way. It could be

Fig. 3

Fig. 4
because of their size or
remoteness within the large
volost.

This is the first Volost
Administration cover I have
found from this time.

What happened to the Volosts
after the revolution? Fig.5
shows a piece of paper used
as a wrapper from MashkovoSurenskoe Tambov Gubernia
12/2/19 addressed to the
3HRSOHV¶(GXFDWLRQ6HFWLRQDW
Kozlov received 17/2/19.
Although this was within the
freepost period it has been
sent as a formal free-franking
in the old way with the seal of
the sender, the Topilovskoe
Elementary Scool, Kozlov
Uyezd, Tambov Gubernia and
the registry book number 24.

,DPLQGHEWHGWR³3HDVDQW
Russia - Civil War. The Volga
Countryside in Revolution
1917-´E\2UODQGR)LJHV
Claredon Press 1989, for a
survey of the Volosts in the
early years in the areas under
Bolshevik control.
From the time of the
Provisional Government there
were peasant uprisings
leading to the formation of
the Peasant Committees in
many places. The government
ordered the district and
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provincial governors to set
up temporary Volost
Committees in preparation
for instituting Volost level
Zemstvos. This did not work
as the peasants saw the
Zemstvos as being the landowning class. In may places
the Village Elders, the Land
Captains and the police were
deposed.

/(r-c
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.
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In those areas where the
Volost level Zemstvos were
introduced they were soon
dominated by the Peasant
Committees. After the
revolution, between Jan.Feb. 1918 the Volost level
Zemstvos were changed to
Volost Soviets. In Spring
1918 the gentry estates were
transferred to the Volost
Soviet Land Authorities, but
by that time the peasants had
seized most of the land,
machinery and livestock. By
the middle of 1918 Bolshevik
control of the local Soviets
began in earnest. The
³.RPEHG\´RU³5XUDO3RRU
&RPPLWWHHV´XQGHUWKH
³)RRG'LFWDWRUVKLS´WRRNWKH
possessions of the richer
peasants.
The Soviet Constitution of
July 1918 introduced a new
structure for rural
administration. Village
Soviets were to be elected by
all inhabitants over eighteen
except those who hired
labour, lived on unearned
income, the clergy and
former police officials. One
member at least from each
Soviet was to attend the
Volost Assembly which had
to carry out the instructions
of the Uyezd Soviet. It was
not fully implemented until
1919-20.
The income for the Executive
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Fig. 5
Committee of the Volost
Assembly was mainly the
Village Commue taxes. Its
costs were salaries, building
maintenance, police and
postmen.

anachronism. It has
continued to be used at the
time when Bolshevik
officialdom would regard it as
Imperialistic and thus antiSoviet.

The cover in Fig.5 is from the
Tambov Gubernia, only about
three hundred miles from
Moscow, and would be under
full Bolshevik control. We
know from Figes that the
term Volost Administration
had changed to Volost Soviet.
We know that the Volost
soviet still paid the postmen,
and so, presumably, were
responsible for the collection
and despatch of mail.

I said in the first part of this
article that I did not intend to
cover the Volosts within the
Zemstvo system. This is a very
large and extremely
interesting group. I am not a
Zemstvo collector as such but
I would like to add an
illustration here which
FRPSOHPHQWV2OHJ)DEHUJH¶V
article in BJRP 50. In that
article he concentrates on the
many types of cancel used by
the Cherdyn District in Perm
Gubernia.

How many Volost Post Offices
continued to use their cancels
inscribed Pravlenie? Not
many I suspect. I have never
seen a cancel inscribed Volost
Soviet. How many Volost Post
Offices survived after a
Village Commune separated
itself from Volost control? I
would suggest that the use of
the cancel in Fig.5 is an

Fig.6 shows yet another style
to add to his types. It bears a
pair of the 2k. in the Ardatov
key-type to pay a 4k. rate for
registration from Yunskoe
Volost Administration
10/1/06 with the full
designation at the base of the
cancel, Cherdyn Uyez Perm

The British Journal of Russian Philately 102

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

Gubernia. The letter
contained a petition to the
Yurlinsky Volost Court.
I want to concentrate now on
the other collectibles relating
to the Volosts.
The last few editions of BJRP
have contained various
articles by me covering fields
of collecting interest that I
believe are unfairly neglected.
Figs.7-8 are from one of those

fields. Envelope seals offer a
huge variety of colours,
shapes and designs and can
be found for all official bodies.
Sometimes they are cachets
rather than paper but they all
served the same purpose, to
show the free-franking
privilege.
The late George Murdoch had
a great passion for these and
amassed a large collection. He
once told me that although he
had many seals from the

Zemstvos he had far fewer
from the Volosts. The two
shown are both on entires.
Fig.7 is a free-frank from
Ivanovskoe Volost Pravlenie,
Shlisselburg Uzezd SPB
Gubernia cancelled at UstTosno SPB 14/2/95to the
clergy of the Cathedral of the
Annunciation at Shlisselburg
received 16/12/95. This is in
black on white.
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Fig.8 is from the
Dubrovskoe Volost
Pravlenie Valdai Uyezd
Novgorod Gubernia to Ust
-Narova Estland
Gubernia, no arrival, and
is a turned and re-used
envelope. It had originally
been sent to the
Dubrovskoe Volost from
SPB 2/10/00. This seal is
in red on white paper.
When anyone wanted to
travel away from their
home town they had to go
to the police for
permission, and should
nothing stand in the way
of their departure they
would be issued with an
internal passport
containing all of their
details. They would then
have to report to the
police at their destination
to get the passport
stamped by them. This
was different in isolated
localities such as the
villages where a police
presence did not exist on a
permanent basis.

Fig. 8

lt

111

I

I •tt. )

The issuance of passports
was a function of the
Volost Elder in rural
locations. Fig.9 shows
such a passport issued to a
peasant woman of
Tukhalane Volost Fellin
Uyezd Liflyand Gubernia
on 2/2/04 valid for one
year. It is signed by the
Volost Elder with the
Volost seal added at right.
This is an intaglio seal in
violet.

A.!l'HO. ®-

-
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Fig. 9
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The most important function
of the Volosts was to ensure
that the local taxes were paid.
Receipts for local taxation
can be found. Fig.10 shows a
receipt from Pesotski Volost
Novaya Ladoga Uyezd SPB
Gubernia for dues of 1r.80k.
which has been added to a
three month passport issued
by the Pesotski Elder 7/1/97
for a visit to SPB. The
passport has a 3k.SPB Police
visa fee adhesive and a cachet
of the Aleksander Nevski
Quarter 1st.Section dated
15/2/97 with a Ir.Hospital
tax adhesive (under the
receipt). The Volost receipt is
dated 7/5/97 and has been
DGGHGDIWHUWKHKROGHU¶V
return.
Fig.11 shows a more official
looking receipt for the dues
paid. It is from Gryunhof
Volost Mitau Uyezd
Courtand Gubernia with two
sections; what was owing
from 1909 and what was due
for 1910. It is dated 23/1/10
and signed by the Volost
Elder, and has been folded in
two and sent through the
post from Doblen 25/1/10 to
Riga, received 29/1/10, as a
free-franking with the Volost
seal.

Fig. 10
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Fig.12 shows another receipt
with a more professional look
to it. This is for payment to
the Livny Volost Venden
Uyezd Liflyand Gubernia
dated 18/6/13. A 75.k
documentary revenue has
been added so by 1913 it
seems State Tax is now levied
on these receipts. It has been
signed by the Volost Elder
and has the Volost seal added
in violet.
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Two other functions of the
Volosts are shown next.
Fig.13 is a testimonial from
Ninigal Volst Fellin Uyezd
Liflyand Gubernia dated
11/12/07 issued to a teacher
at the Puyat Volost School
who was moving to Pernau.
Signed as usual by the Volost
Elder with the seal and
attracting 75k. State Tax.

Fig. 13
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Fig.14 I cannot fully translate
but appears to be an
introductory note for a Jan
Yuganov Kraut going to the
town of Baltic-Port. It is
from the Rizenberg Volost
Reval Uyezd Estland
Gubernia dated 28/7/14 with
15k.State Tax levied, signed
by the Volost Elder with the
seal.
Epidemics of serious diseases
were commonplace in Russia
and Fig.15 shows a document
relating to such outbreaks. It
is a Certificate of Vaccination
against smallpox. Issued by
the Volost Elder at Kodyak
Volost Volmar Uyezd
Liflyand Gubernia 16/9/08 it
was probably a necessity for
someone travelling to an area
where there was an outbreak.

Fig. 14

86uu11,mellbtm60

Fig. 15
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Finally a word about the
Volost Courts. These were
ILUVWVHWXSLQWKH¶VDQG
only dealt with village
commune affairs. They only
had jurisdiction over minor
disputes up to a value of one

hundred roubles. They were
allowed to deviate from
accepted law when local
practice went against it.

Uyezd Liflyand Gubernia
dated 12/4/04 with 3k. Court
Fee and Document Tax
revenue. It is signed by the
Head of the Court with the
seal in violet.

Fig.16 shows a note from the
Vitseemski Volost Court Valk
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WARSAW, THE VIENNA STATION, AN INTRODUCTION
Noel Warr

When the subject was googled
this Wikipaedia entry came
up:
The Warsaw-Vienna
Railway (Polish: Kolej
Warszausko-Wiederiska) was
a railway system which
operated in Congress Poland,
a part of the Russian Empire,
from 1845 until 1912, when it
was nationalized by the
Russian government.
The main component of its
network was a line 327.6 km
in length from Warsaw to the
Granica (English: Border)
station (today Maczki, located
in a suburb of Sosnowiec) on
the border with the Austrian
Empire. There the line
reached the Austrian railway
network, offering connections
inter alia to Vienna (hence the
name of the line). It was the
first railway line built in
Congress Poland and the
second in the Russian Empire,
after a short stretch of 27 km
between Tsarskoye Selo and
Saint Petersburg which
opened in 1837.
The line used the standard
European gauge (1435 mm),
as opposed to all other
railways in the Russian
Empire which used the broad
gauge (1524 mm), hence it
formed a system physically
separated from other Russian
railways.
The first concrete plan to
build a railway between
Warsaw and the southern
border of the Congress
Poland was submitted to Bank
Polski (Polish Bank) in
January 1835. Three years

later, in 1838 Towarzystwo
Akcyjne Drogi Zelaznej
Warszawsko-Wiedeskiej
(Warsaw-Vienna Rail Road
Company Ltd) was
established and granted a
license to build the railway.
Arguments between
proponents of horse and
steam traction lasted many
years, and only in 1840 the
latter was chosen when the
building work started.
The company went bankrupt
in 1843 and was taken over by
the state.
In 1857 the line was leased to
a private company (also called
Towarzystwo Akcyjne Drogi
Zelaznej WarszawskoWiedeskiej ) for 75 years,
however it was renationalised in 1912, with a
compensation paid to the
shareholders (mostly Belgians
and Germans).
Permanent way
The first stretch of the line,
from Warsaw to Grodzisk
Mazowiecki (30 km), opened
on 14 June 1845 and got
extended to Skierniewice with
a branch to Lowicz on 15
October 1845. The trains
reached Czestochowa in 1846,
Zabkowice in 1847 and the
Austrian border on 1 April
1848. There were 27 stations
on the line.

between 1872 and 1881.
Stations
The Warsaw terminus
(Vienna Station, Polish:
Dworzec Wiedenski) designed
by Enrico Marconi, opened in
1845 and remained in use for
over 75 years. The building,
facing Aleje Jerozolimskie,
was 166 metres long and 18
metres wide, with the three
storey central part, flanked by
two 25 metre towers. The
western tower housed an
optical telegraph station on
the top floor, the eastern one
had a clock. Marconi designed
also the southern terminus of
the line, in Granica, on a
much more modest scale.
Route
Main line: Warszawa Grodzisk Mazowiecki Skierniewice - Koluszki Piotrkow Trybumalski Radomsko - Czestochowa Zawiercie - Zabkowice
Bedzinskie - Strzemieszyce
Poludniowe - Granica (border
with Austria).

Initially the line was single,
but from the beginning the
earthwork was done in
preparation for the second
track, which was gradually
added to the whole route
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THE COVERS
According to K&R,
postmarks are known from
January 1891 to January
1915. This look at the subject
is but the tip of the iceberg
and is all the more
interesting as the covers are
all registered and it is the
labels that catch the
attention. The first cover predates the introduction of
labels in 1899 and is an
envelope of October 1898 to
Switzerland with the dotted
R handstamp and the
registration number written
at the top left (W1).
A cover to Paris dates from
December 1899 and has a
most unusual 1899 type
label, in that it has an
additional red frame and a
red R: usually labels with the
R (signifying Registered) are
in Latin and not Cyrillic
script. When Messrs Baillie
and Blunt saw this cover they
felt that the frame and the R
had been added later so that
the label could be used post1899: the Paris arrival mark
is as unclear as the Warsaw
mark but both are definitely
of December and it is much
more likely to have been Dec
1899 than Dec 1900. Can
anyone shed further light on
this? (W2).
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W1

W2
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Covers W3 (November 1907)
and W4 (August 1908) have
the same label, with a fairly
comprehensive inscription. A
space has been left on W3
and the registration number
is filled in manually; on W4
the number is pre-printed.
W3 (O)

W3 (R)

W4
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The final R label cover is
from February 1913 and is a
much simpler affair (W5).
The only Z (Zakaznoe =
Registered) label is on an
October 1908 cover to
London and has a fairly
comprehensive inscription.
Being a cover going abroad it
ought to have had an R label
in Latin script (W6).

JENIKE, lnzyn1erowi .

W5 (O)

The variety of labels in such a
short time span is interesting
and there may well be more
waiting to be discovered. The
range of postmarks, as you
can begin to see from the
covers illustrated here, is
nowhere near as extensive.

W5 (R)

W6
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RARITAN STAMPS, INC.
QUARTERLY LIVE AUCTIONS
Containing about 1500 lots of

RARE WORLDWIDE STAMPS
AND POSTAL HISTORY
COMPREHENSIVE RUSSIAN MATERIAL:
EMPIRE, RSFSR, SOVIET UNION, OFFICES ABROAD, OFFICIALS AND ZEMSlVO

Elusive Armenia, Azerbaijan, Baltic States, Russian
Finland and Poland, Georgia, Ukraine and Western
Ukraine
A GREAT COLLECTING OPPORTUNITY TO BUY HIGH QUALITY MATERIAL
15% bJyer's p-errium only.
VISA, Master Card accepted.
Full Internet exposure for all auctions. Current bids update daily.
Live Internet-Telephone bidding. 100% satisfaction guaranteed.
WE lREA T YOU WITH FAIRNESS AND RESPECT
POTENTI. .i\.L BIDDERS C:\LL, WRITE OR E-1\I.AIL FOR YOlJR

FREE,

\vELL-ILLUST~-\TED CAT...-\LOGl..1'E TO:

RARITAN STAMPS, INC.
P.O. Box 557 D AYTO ,
08810-0557 USA
PHO:l'\"FE: 732.422.2124 • FAX: 732.422.2125
E-tv1AIL: INFO@RARITA STAMPS.CO!vi

Rossica
BSRP

VISIT OUR W1EB SITE: WWW.RARITANSTAMPS.COM
We are always buying Russian Area collections,
accumulations, single rare stamps and postal history
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GERMAN FIELD POST CAUCASUS / BATUM
Hans Grigoleit
BATUM
In the Caucasus in WW I a
major interest of Imperial
Germany was to secure
access to the Baku oilfields
and to minerals in Georgia
(manganese). German troops
arrived at Poti on June 8,
1918, obviously including
mining personnel. ² The
Postcard (Fig.1) is written in
Batum June 12, 1918 by
³%HYROOPG.JO3UHXVV
Kriegsminist., Bergwerksabteilung Konstantinopel
(authorized representative
Royal Prussian Ministry of
War, mining dept.
Constantinopel) and sent to
Germany via the Military
Mission Konstantinopel on
June 20. The text mentions
continuation of journey to
Kutaisi and Tiflis. A very rare
item.

Fig. 1

THE STORY OF THE
DEUTSCHE FELDPOST
(GERMAN FIELD POST)
IN BATUM 1918
In 1989 Ashford (British
Occupation of Batum, p.12)
reports about an unusual
postcard from the German
occupying forces in Batum.
The Field Post Office number
is said to be 2766. In 1991 the
same information is quoted
LQ$VKIRUG³*HRUJLD3RVWDO
Cancellations 1918-1923,
S´DQGLQE\&HUHVD
(British Occupation of
Batum, Section A, p.5 and
Section B, p.230).
³2QHXQXVXDOLWHPIURPWKLV
period concerns the
datestamp used by the Field
Post Office of the occupying
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Fig. 2
German force in Georgia,
apparently located at Batum
between early September and
ODWH2FWREHU´7KLV
RIILFHZDVQXPEHUHGµ¶
but the datestamp actually
used bears no identifying
number. Dr. Lloyd
Kannenberg (Weston, Mass.)
possesses the only example I
know, and this is illustrated
in Figs. 2 and 3. The K. D.
Feldpost datestamp has had
its identifying numbers
removed, and is dated 8.9.18.

Fig. 3
,QKLVKDQGERRN³'LH
Deutschen Fieldpoststempel
1914-´.DUO-Heinz
Schriever says usage was
known from 25.9.18 14.10.18.
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Until today only this postcard
appeared to be the proof for
the existence of a German
Field Post Office in Batum. No
further piece has been
identified. To elucidate this
mystery Mr. Rolf Haspel,
approved expert for German
Field Post 1914/19 was
contacted. His findings are
detailed below.
Summary: The postcard has
no relation to Batum.
x Schriever does not list FPO

2766, instead this is the
ongoing serial number of
one of the cancels of the
German Military Mission
in Turkey (nos. 27362768).

x The cancel differs totally

from the one shown by
Ashford and Ceresa (Fig.4)
x The cancel was officially
prepared, but never used.
A senior clerk in the post
office in Berlin (Mr.
Weigel) misused it to
create covers or cards. He
used the dates 25.9.1918
and (not from-t0)
14.10.1918 (Fig.4).
Interestingly, the postcard
has the cancel dated 8.9.18
and does not fit into the
time period proposed,
x The sender of the postcard
in question is: 10. Komp.
Landwehr-InfanterieRegiment 53., which
belonged to the 15.
Landwehr-Division with

the field post nos. 757 and
2026. Mail is known from
Feodosia and the Taman
peninsula.
x The cancel on the postcard
in question is that of the 15.
Landwehr-Division. The
field post no. is removed.
x There is mail from Batum.
It went through the
Military Mission in
Constantinople, but the
Batum cancel was never
used.
x All existing cancels on
covers or cards are
forgeries by Weigel.

Fig. 4
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WHEN WERE THE RUSSIAN POST OFFICES IN MANCHURIA CLOSED?
Hiromasa Iitsuka

Tchilinghirian and Stephen
ZURWHWKDW³5XVVLDQ3RVW
Offices in the area
administered by the C.E.R.
were closed in 1920/1921, but
the actual date applicable to
each office has not yet been
established. Most authorities
have indicated November
1920, but this date was
evidently based on the fate of
5XVVLDQ32¶VLQ&KLQDSURSHU
and on the order issued by the
Chinese Government that
5XVVLDQ32¶VVKRXOGFORVH
after it withdrew recognition
of the former Russian
,PSHULDOUHSUHVHQWDWLYH´
(Stamps of the Russian
Empire used abroad, part
five, p400, 1959)
Several years ago I obtained
some useful information from
old philatelic magazines.
A famous Japanese philatelist,
Kunitaro Arai reported as
follows in a Japanese
SKLODWHOLFPDJD]LQH³.LWWH
6KXPL´ 9RO1R-DQXDU\
1940),
³5DLOURDG32¶V&'6LQ
Manchuria
The Russian Empire collapsed
after the Russian Revolution
in 1918. The C.E.R. was
affected by its influence and
confusion and the Chinese
Government had begun to
FROOHFW5XVVLDQV¶
extraterritorial rights of
C.E.R.
On January 23, 1921, the
Chinese Government
announced that it would no
longer recognize the Russian
post offices in C.E.R Zone.
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Because the China Post had
joined the U.P.U., the
government would close
them. On January 25, 1921,
the Harbin Daoyin (an
important Chinese
Government official)
announced that he would
close the Russian post offices
according to the Chinese
*RYHUQPHQW¶V
announcement.
On January 27, 1921 the
Chinese Government closed
the Russian post offices in
C.E.R. Zone by their military
power. In February 1921 the
Japanese Post announced in
the notice No.235 that people
could not send letters to north
Manchuria via Russian post
RIILFHVLQ&(5=RQH´
In searching newspapers and
official gazettes at the
National Diet Library of
Japan and the Postal Museum
of Japanese Post, I have found
some records. According to
these records;
Manchuria Daily News
Dairen, Manchuria,
January 29,1921 evening
news
³$OOWKH5XVVLDQSRVWRIILFHVLQ
Harbin have been closed by
the Harbin Daoyin on
January 26, and the Chinese
Post have taken over the
postal administration from
5XVVLD´
Manchuria Daily News
Dairen, Manchuria,
February 4,1921 (Fig.1)
³$QRWLFHWKDWDOOWKH5XVVLDQ
post offices in C.E.R. Zone

Fig. 1
would be closed was
announced by the Harbin
Daoyin on January 26. The
Chinese Post would take over
the postal administration
from Russia and postal
savings would be returned to
the people. Russian telegraph
offices would be continued.
All the post cars of the
Russian Post were taken over
by the Chinese Post. The
Chinese Post may employ
some of the clerks of the
Russian post offices.
The Russian Chamber of
Commerce and the city
congress in Harbin protested
against the Chinese
Government's requisition on
January 28, but there was no
response. According to wellinformed sources, the
intention of the Chinese
Government was the
requisition of rights and antiFRPPXQLVP´
Manchuria Daily News,
Dairen, Manchuria,
February 23,1921 (Fig.2)
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Fig. 2
³:HUHSRUWHGDOUHDG\WKDWWKH
most of the Russian post
offices in C.E.R. Zone were
closed by the Chinese
Government. They did not
prepare for the requisition
and had no deliberation with
the Russian Post, and the
clerks of the Chinese Post
could not use the Russian
language, so we thought that
mail of the Russian Post
might be stopped. Mail of the
Russian Post in the Chinese
post offices in some of C.E.R.
Zone was not delivered. The
Russian postage stamps
became invalid on January 27,
people who did not know of
the announcement used
Russian postage stamps, but
those letters were accepted as
postage due. Very few clerks
of the Chinese post offices
could use Russian language,
so people who wanted to
receive parcels and registered
mail written in Russian
language had to wait several
hours at the post offices. The
Chinese Government was
attacked for these incidents so
the Chinese Post planned to
employ many of the clerks of
the Russian post offices.
Russian newspapers claimed
the government's wrongful
conduct, and the Russian
Chamber of Commerce and
the city congress in Harbin
GLGWRR´
Manchuria Daily News
Dairen, Manchuria,
February 24,1921

³+DUELQQHZV%HFDXVHWKH
Chinese Post can manage to
handle Russian mail, the
Chinese government gave an
unexpected strict order on
February 18, 1921, that the
clerks of the Russian post
offices have to leave their jobs
and houses in 3 days. Can
they live without money and
KRXVHV"´
Japanese Post Official
Gazette No.2528 Tokyo,
Japan, February 21,1921
Notice No.231: February
³,QWHUQDWLRQDO
parcels cannot be sent to
north Manchuria or Kalgan
via the Russian post offices in
QRUWK0DQFKXULDRU.DOJDQ´
Notice No.235: February
³1RWLFH1RZDV
abolished. (The abolition of
Notice No.954 means that
international letters cannot be
sent to north Manchuria via
the Russian post offices in
QRUWK0DQFKXULD ´
Japanese Post Official
Gazette No.4706, Tokyo,
Japan, September 13,1907
Notice No.544: September
³,QWHUQDWLRQDOOHWWHUV
can be sent to Bouhedou, Eho,
Fougdine, Guedseou, Guirine,
Khailar, Handaohetsi,
Kharbine, Kouen-tchen-tzi,
Lahodjan, Laosousou,
Mandchourie, Merguene,
Ningouta, Pogranitchnaia,

Sandian, Sansine,
Syntchandjan, Taolaitchjow,
Tomali, Tsitsikar, Vanlihotan
in Manchuria where there are
Russian post offices.
Japanese Post Official
Gazette No.420, Tokyo,
Japan, December 29,1913
Notice No.954: December
³,QWHUQDWLRQDOOHWWHUV
can be sent to Achikhe, Anda,
Bouhedou, Djalantoune, Eho,
Khailar, Hailine,
Handaohetsi, Iaomine,
Imianpo, Kharbine,
Kouantchentsi, Mandchouria,
Miandouche, Mouline,
Outsimi, Pogranitchnaia,
Taolaitchjovr, Tchjalainor,
Tchjalainor, Tsitsikar, in
Manchuria where there are
Russian post offices. Notice
1RZDVDEROLVKHG´
According to these records, all
the Russian Post Offices
including the ambulant Post
Offices in the C.E.R. Zone
were closed at the end of
January 1921. Some covers
with Vladivostok-Kharbin
No.264 C.D.S. in 1923 are
known, but the C.D.S was not
used in the C.E.R. Zone, it was
used in Siberia. Also
according to the Notice
No.231 of Japanese Post, the
Russian Post Office in Kalgan
might have been closed at the
same time.
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GREAT BRITAIN TO RUSSIA²7+(³,03266,%/(´G
Charles Leonard

The rapid growth of the
railway network and its
increasing efficiency ensured
that, by the middle of the
19th. century, the route via
Ostend and Prussia had
become the preferred means
of transmission for the mails
from Great Britain to Eastern
Europe and Russia. The
railway between Ostend and
Aachen was opened
throughout by 1843, and was
connected through to Berlin
by 1847. The south-eastern
route ran through Breslau to
Myslowitz and the northHDVWHUQURXWHWKH³2VWEDKQ´
through Bromberg and
Königsberg, reached
Eydtkuhnen, on the Russian
border, in August 1860.
Between 1860 and 1863, the
Russians made the final
connections between Warsaw
and Bromberg, and from
Vilna, through Kovno, to
Eydtkuhnen. It then became
possible for the Russian
mails to travel right through
from Ostend to St.
Petersburg, completely by
train, and brought a dramatic
reduction in transit times
and costs.
The formation of the German
± Austrian Postal Union, in
1850, brought the need for a
further postal treaty between
Prussia and Russia, which
was concluded in December
1851. The benefits from this
treaty were passed on in an
additional agreement
between Prussia and Great
Britain, which came into
operation on 1st. August
1852 and reduced the rate on
a letter from Great Britain to
Russia to 11½d. per ½oz.
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Fig. 1
1860 (Nov) ± London to Moscow, prepaid in cash, with manuscript
³òG´- WKHWRWDOSDLGKDQGVWDPSHG³òG´- credit from G.B. to
3UXVVLDDQG³I´ VJU - FUHGLWIURP3UXVVLDWR5XVVLD1RWH7KH³òG´
handstamp had been issued, in 1859, to the Foreign Branch Office in
London to indicate the credit to Prussia, but was used for only about two
years.

Fig. 2
1854 (Jul) ± /RQGRQWR:DUVDZVKRZLQJWKH%ULWLVKFODLP³ò
*526&+(1´WKH3UXVVLDQWRWDOFODLP³´ VJU DQGWKHWRWDOFKDUJH
WRWKHDGGUHVVHH³´ NRS XQXVXDOO\PDUNHGRQWKHIURQW1RUPDOO\LW
LVRQWKHUHYHUVH1RWH7KH³ò*526&+(1´KDQGVWDPSZDVLVVXHGWR
the London Foreign Branch in 1852, soon after the introduction of the
new rate.

(Fig.1). From the total charge
of 11½d. Great Britain
retained 4d., which included
½d. for Belgium. The balance
of 7½d., credited to Prussia,
comprised 3½d. for Prussia,
½d. for Belgium and 3½d.

for Russia. Prussia then
credited Russia, but in
VLOEHUJURVFKHQ³´ òG 
Letters could be sent prepaid,
or unpaid at the same rate
(Fig.2), but part payments
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were not permitted. The
postage could be paid in cash
but, if stamps were used,
letters had to be overpaid at
1/= (Figs. 3 and 4), as no
½d. stamps had been issued
at that time, nor would they
be during the life of this
postal agreement.
At the London Chief Office,
at this time, the minimum
Late Fee was a 1d. and this
was for letters posted
between 6 and 7 pm. The
whole of the Late Fee charge
was retained by the British
Post Office, so no changes
were made to the normal
accountancy markings on the
letter. However, as postage
stamps had to be used, the
letter still had to be overpaid
by ½d. (Fig.5).
Bearing in mind that
³,PSRVVLEOHòG´UDWHVDOVR
applied to mail to Denmark,
Greece, Switzerland and
some Italian States, one
wonders how the Post Office
managed to get away with it
for so long. Surely business
houses, with extensive
correspondences, would have
complained bitterly about
these additional charges, so
it was reassuring to find that
not everybody meekly
accepted the compulsory
overpayment. The writer of
this letter (Fig.6) not only
refused to pay more than the
correct rate, but also insisted
on having stamps affixed as
proof of payment.

Fig. 3
1856 (Sep) ± London to St. Petersburg and (Fig.4) 1858 (Jan) ± Cardiff to
6W3HWHUVEXUJHDFKRYHUSDLGE\òGVKRZLQJFUHGLWVRI³òG´ *%WR
3UXVVLD DQG³I´ 3UXVVLDWR5XVVLDLQVJU

Fig. 4

Fig. 5
1860 (Aug) ± /RQGRQWR6W3HWHUVEXUJIUDQNHGDW³G´ òGSRVWDJH
1d. Late Fee), an overpayment of ½d. Note: This is addressed to
Schliemann, then a merchant, but who later became an archaeologist and
discovered Troy and Mycenae.
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In October 1862, a new Postal
Convention was agreed
between Great Britain and
Prussia which became
effective on 1st. January 1863.
The terms of this agreement
were such that the service to

Russia could have been
offered to the public at 9½d.
per ½oz. for paid letters, with
the unpaid rate remaining at
11½d. but, in practice, both
rates were rounded up to 10d.
(Fig.7) and 1/= respectively.
This avoided any further

embarrassment to the British
Post Office over the
³,PSRVVLEOHòG´DQGLWZDV
over seven years later that
½d. postage stamps were
issued.

Fig. 6
1860 (Nov) ± London to Vaasa, Finland, via St. Petersburg, franked with
1/= and a bisected 1d. for the correct rate of 1/0½d. (11½d. postage + 1d. Late
Fee).

Fig. 7
1865 (Feb) ± Manchester to Moscow, franked at 10d. and showing the new
³:IU´KDQGVWDPSXVHGDW$DFKHQ%DKQSRVW1RWRLQGLFDWHWKHFUHGLWWR
5XVVLD1RWH³:IU´LVDQDEEUHYLDWLRQIRU³:HLWHUIUDQFR´ OLW3DLGEH\RQG 
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DAURIYA²A PRISONER-OF-WAR CAMP IN TRANSBAIKALIA
Andreas Bliersbach - translation from German by Philip E Robinson, FRPSL
The village of Dauriya owes
its existence to its proximity
to the frontier, and the
building of the Chinese
Eastern Railway. A few
wooden houses or "barracks"
where mainly Chinese lived
were on one side of the
station, and on the other side
was the Army camp. The
Argun Cossack Regiment
(Transbaikalian Army) was
stationed here. This, together
with the Ussuri and Amur
Cossack regiments,
constituted the three armies
that guarded the borders of
Siberia. It was one of the
newer Cossack armies,
founded in 1858, and with
about 250,000 men was one
of the smallest.
The landscape itself was very
monotonous and desert-like,
slightly undulating with little
vegetation. Chita, the nearest
place that could be described
as a town, was 300
kilometres away. Other than
this there were only scattered
villages of Russian settlers or
Chinese in this wasteland.
Before the First World War
the military camp housed a
complete Army Corps of
about 40,000 men. It
consisted of large red-brick
barrack buildings spread
over a wide area.
The first prisoners of war had
already been interned there
in the late autumn of 1914.
The stone buildings were
solid and more suitable for
accommodating prisoners
than was the case in many
other parts of the Russian
Empire. Unfortunately the

Fig. 1
The prisoner-of-war camp.
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Russians had broken about
3,000 windows in the
barracks during their
withdrawal, and only a few
had been replaced by
November 1915. The
accommodation was
therefore cold and draughty.
Just planks or boards
crammed very near to each
other served as places for the
prisoners to sleep. In the first
few months, baths in the
village were also used but
during 1915 this was banned
and only the washing
facilities within the camp
could be used.
Officer prisoners were
entitled to an allowance of 50
roubles (the exact amount
was determined by rank) out
of which they had to pay for
their keep. If this was paid, it
was certainly quite possible
until February 1917. The
other ranks were provided
with accommodation and
received no allowance. Food
was distributed in metal
bowls and buckets from
which ten or more people
ate. This was hardly
comprehensible for POWs,
but quite common in the
Russian military for lower
ranks.
Until February 1915
prisoners could buy goods in
the village or Chinese traders
came to the camp. Then a
shop was established in the
camp which sold food, and
also utensils for everyday use
at inflated prices. Here, as in
many places, there was
corruption on the part of the
administration.
The post office was headed
by an Austrian first
lieutenant and was located in
the camp office. Here more
than 600 cards were sent
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A card from Dauriya to Austria, censored at Irkutsk.
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Fig. 3
A card from Dauriya to Austria, censored at Moscow.

each day, as they would
otherwise be discarded by
the censor. No censor mark
of Dauriya is known. Postal
items were normally
censored at Irkutsk (Fig.2).

Items with censor marks of
both places of censorship are
rare.

However, censorship at
Moscow is also known, due
to items of mail being missorted or forwarded without
being censored. These would
go via Moscow to the
exchange point on the
Swedish border (Fig.3).
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For the sake of completeness,
mention should be made of a
garrison mark of Dauriya,
which we will look at later
(Fig.4).
Thanks to the
correspondence of the
Austrian postmaster, some of
which has been published,
we know of another postal
route across the U.S.A.
Whether mail was carried by
Chinese traders or went via
the usual postal route to
Vladivostok, and from there
via the U.S.A. to Europe most likely via England - is
unfortunately not
mentioned. From the end of
1918 until 1921 this was the
only possible postal route in
both directions.
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A card from Antipikha in Transbaikalia to Austria, censored at Irkutsk and
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Various commissions and
delegations, and the Red
Cross of different countries
provided postal services for
prisoners of war, in
particular the Danish
diplomatic missions (for
Austro-Hungarian prisoners,
Sweden for German
nationals and Spain for
Turks, the latter probably
only on paper) but also
private organisations such as
the American YMCA. The
wife of Hanneken, a German
who lived in China
(Tientsin), quickly
established the Tientsin relief
organisation, which gave
loans and sent cash
remittances for the interned
prisoners of war in Siberia.
The money itself was
collected from German
inhabitants of Tientsin, and
later mainly took the form of
money orders from Germany
and Austria-Hungary, which
were processed by the
Deutsch-Asiatische Bank.
This procedure is shown by a
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Fig. 5
Money transfer to the Tientsin relief organisation.

so-FDOOHG³VLVWHUO\MRXUQH\´
made by Magdalena of
Walsleben who visited
Dauriya in November 1915.
There were delegations and
committees of
representatives of the
German and AustroHungarian Red Cross
organisations and the
diplomatic missions of the
countries from where the
prisoners of war came, also
Sweden and Denmark. Their
aim was the improvement of
conditions in the camps, and
so to control and gain insight

into the accommodation of
prisoners in the camps. The
same was true for prisoner of
war camps of the Central
Powers, by virtue of Russian
commissions.
At the end of 1915 there were
about 600 cash remittances
per day to the camp,
including many from
Tientsin (Fig.5).
Loans were possible using
this system - 50 roubles for
officers, 10 -15 roubles for
other ranks. The money was
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paid out twice a month. Of
the 8,700 prisoners in
November 1915, about 2500
were German nationals. Socalled goodwill gifts, parcels
and small packets from home
often arrived - if they arrived
at all, as some were stolen.
Another obstacle was the fee
of 15-20 kopeks that the men
had to pay for such parcels.
They were often too poor to
pay this (Fig.6).
There was a military hospital
in the camp and isolation
barracks for Typhus patients.
In the period from 23
December 1915 to 20 April
1916 some 400 prisoners of
war were ill with various
forms of typhus. Those
seriously ill were sent to the
hospital in Chita. Newly
arrived prisoners were kept
for fourteen days in the
specially provided isolation
barracks.
In 1916, the first printed
camp cards appeared. These
were special prisoner-of-war
cards which were also printed
with the name of the camp. It
has been suggested from this
and the German orthography
that they were produced in
the camps themselves, but so
far there is no evidence of
this. The theory that they
were printed in local printing
shops - perhaps involving
prisoners of war - and sold to
them is more likely. To judge
from descriptions of the town
in various sources, it seems
very unlikely that they were
produced in Dauriya. If one
looks at forms from other
camps in Transbaikalia there
are, however, hardly any
similarities. This in turn
does not suggest a place of
manufacture such as Chita.
Where they were actually
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Fig. 6
Prisoners of war at the railway station during the unloading of
goodwill gifts (Red Cross parcels).

printed cannot be resolved
here. For a detailed study of
the camp cards from Dauriya
this is not relevant. My first
example of this type is dated
May 1916, the last March
1918. After this, no further
usage from Dauriya would be
possible as the camp was
evacuated and the prisoners
were transferred to other
camps, the majority most
likely to Kansk in Central
Siberia.
From May 1916 to January
1917 the printing was
unchanged - this is Type I.
From November 1917, the
first change known to me
took place - Type II.

I would also like to refer to
another printing variant as
Type III, which is very similar
to Type II.
Another camp card is shown
in Miron Lam's wonderful
article in the Rossica Journal
No 150. This corresponds
with the official Moscow type,
except that the printing in the
VHQGHU¶VDUHD QRZLQ5XVVLDQ
only) gives the origin as
Dauriya on the Transbaikal
Railway.
There is also a further type
shown in the book on
prisoners of war by Horst
Taitl - Type V.

Fig. 7 Type I.
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Fig. 9 Type III - Miron Lam.

Fig. 8 Type II.

Type I

Type II

Type III

Address Portion

Address Portion

Address Portion

Different font

Different font

Different font

Upper frame-line complete

Upper frame-line broken

Upper frame-line broken

7KHWULDQJOHRIGRWVEHORZ³3RXUOHV
SULVRQQLHUV´SRLQWVGRZQZDUGV

7KHWULDQJOHRIGRWVEHORZ³3RXUOHV
SULVRQQLHUV´SRLQWVXSZDUGV

7KHWULDQJOHRIGRWVEHORZ³3RXUOHV
SULVRQQLHUV´SRLQWVXSZDUGV

:LWK³&DUWH3RVWDOH´

:LWKRXW³&DUWH3RVWDOH´

:LWKRXW³&DUWH3RVWDOH´

Without destination countries

With destination countries, each country
separated by a comma

With destination countries, but a
FRPPDRQO\DIWHU³*HUPDQLD
otherwise a dash

Different underlinings

Different underlinings

As Type II

6HQGHU¶VSRUWLRQ

6HQGHU¶VSRUWLRQ

6HQGHU¶VSRUWLRQ

Other font

Other font

As Type II

6HFRQGOLQH³7UDQVEDLNDOLVFKH
(LVHQEDKQ´ODUJH

6HFRQGOLQH³7UDQVEDLNDOLVFKH
(LVHQEDKQ´VPDOO

As Type II

/LQHXQGHU³5XVVODQG± 6LELULHQ´
short

/LQHXQGHU³5XVVODQG± 6LELULHQ´ORQJ

/LQHXQGHU³5XVVODQG± 6LELULHQ´VKRUW

Wavy line between the address and
VHQGHU¶VDUHDV

Straight line between the address and
VHQGHU¶VDUHDV

Straight line between the address and
VHQGHU¶VDUHDV

See Figs. 7, 8 and 9

Type IV

Type V

Different font, easily recognised by the
ODUJH³<´LQWKHWKLUGOLQH

Different font, easily recognised by
WKHVPDOO³<´LQWKHWKLUGOLQH

³3RXU´LQWKHVHFRQGOLQHLVEHORZDQG
WRWKHOHIWRIWKH³'´LQWKHILUVWOLQH

³3RXU´LQWKHVHFRQGOLQHLVGLUHFWO\
EHQHDWKWKH³'´LQWKHILUVWOLQH

See Figs. 10 and 11
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Fig. 10 Type IV - Miron Lam.
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Fig. 11 Type V- Horst Taitl.

Fig. 12
Reply half of a reply-paid card - Miron Lam.

A reply-paid card and the reply half of a Red Cross
reply-SDLGFDUGZLWKWKHLQVFULSWLRQ³'DXULD´DUH
also illustrated in the article by Miron Lam
(Fig.12).
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In my opinion the original
cards were printed by the
German Red Cross. It is
found with many imprints of
different kinds, and they
could well have also been
produced privately, for
example by prisoners in
Dauriya. Here are two
examples from other camps
(Fig.15/16).
A garrison free-frank cachet
of Dauriya can be found from
the time of the February 1917
revolution in Russia. It
disappears about a year later
due to the closure of the
camp and/or the expulsion of
the Revolutionary Committee
and Bolsheviks by the
"Whites". It is found struck in
violet and rarely in black
(Fig.17).

Fig. 13/14
Red Cross reply-paid card ± Miron Lam.

......................

.......... ,

....... ,.......................... ",,

~

-

. ..
I

&

:

-----'-----------,.~:+--n-t-=::11¥--------:

f\ntwort Frau MARIE SIMON,

Ad•e ■se:

_

_

Mozartstr 17

/1;-/i7

REICHENBERG
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Fig. 15
Reply half of a reply-paid card of the Austrian Red Cross with a private imprint.
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Fig. 17
Dauriya Garrison Commander.
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Fig. 16
Reply half of a reply-paid card with a private imprint.
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The only example of this
cachet in my collection with
the Coat of Arms undamaged
is unfortunately on an
undated letter from an officer
in Dauriya to Copenhagen in
Denmark (Fig.18).
On a card dated 25 July 1917,
the Coat of Arms looks as if
the circular portion had been
provisionally re-attached or
filled in (Fig.19).

JI

The circular portion stands
out clearly from the die itself
(Fig.20).
Fig. 18
Garrison cachet with undamaged Coat of Arms.
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Fig. 19
Garrison cachet of 25 July 1917.
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Fig. 20
Garrison cachet of 31 August 1917.
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Another item of 26 October
1917 shows an impression
without any infilling but
clearly standing out (Fig.21).

f\ntwort

The last example known to
me of the garrison free-frank
cachet is dated 1 February
1918 (Fig.22).
A camp card of 14 March
1918 is my last item from
Dauriya (see illustration of
Type II). It does not have the
garrison cachet, nor is there a
censor mark or postmark.
This could be an example of
an item carried by a
representative of one of the
aid organisations mentioned
above. The text is interesting
(translation):
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Fig. 21
Garrison cachet of 26 October 1917.
orre ponda nce

..

Dauria 14./III.1918

~
Allresse

Dear Mother,

,~

Have received your cards of
16 Oct. and 3, 16 Nov. on
which you acknowledge
receipt of my letter of 10/
VIII and let me know that
my savings bank application
has arrived. I have already
written a card to Uncle
Stadler. Things seem to be
going well for our departure
from here; in fact for several
days now we have been
ready to march and will be
in the camp at "Kansk".
Hopefully, the talk of peace
will become a reality, so that
we then soon come home
from Kansk. Am healthy and
hope that you and Hermann
are also.
Greetings to you and
Hermann.
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Fig. 22
Garrison cachet of 1 February 1918.

Kissing your hand,
Franz
(Fig.23)

Fig. 23
Reverse side of printed card of 14 March 1918.
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Some of the cards shown here
are from the correspondence
of First Lieutenant Soratroi.
In Russia he was held in the
Penza, Antipicha and Dauriya
camps. First Lieutenant
Soratroi spent the final period
of his imprisonment at Kansk.
His first card from there is
dated May 1919, the last
November 1919, and then we
lose track of him.
In 1918 the many struggles
between the "Whites" and the
"Reds" meant that Dauriya

continually came under new
administrations. In August
1918 at the latest, Baron von
Ungern-Sternberg made
Dauriya his base. At this time
Transbaikalia was controlled
by Semenov, whose protégés/
aides were Ungern-Sternberg
in Dauriya (where he
remained in authority until
August 1920) and Kalmykov
in Khabarovsk. These two
were undeniably among the
bloodiest and most
unscrupulous leaders of the
period. People who were

arbitrarily arrested especially Bolsheviks and
Jews, but also any
³XQGHVLUDEOHV´RUSHRSOHZKR
disrupted the regime of
Semenov - were transported
to Ungern-Sternberg at
Dauriya. There, thousands
were beaten, tortured, and
NLOOHG2QFHWKHUH\RXGLGQ¶W
come out alive. The barrack
buildings where prisoners of
war had been interned were
now used for these purposes.
Dauriya thus became a
slaughterhouse of Siberia.

Sources:
Montandon, George - ,P6FKPHO]WLJHOGHV)HUQHQ2VWHQV ³,QWKH0HOWLQJ-SRWRIWKH)DU(DVW´
Palmer, James - ³7KH%ORRG\:KLWH%DURQ´
Rossica Society of Russian Philately - Rossica Journal No 150, Spring 2008
Sil-Vara - %ULHIHDXVGHU*HIDQJHQVFKDIW ³/HWWHUVIURP&DSWLYLW\´
Taitl, Horst - Kriegsgefangen-gVWHUUHLFKHUXQG8QJDUQDOV*HIDQJHQHGHU(QWHQWHELV ³3ULVRQHUV-of-War $XVWULDQVDQG+XQJDULDQVDV3ULVRQHUVRIWKH(QWHQWHWR´
Walsleben, Magdalene v. - 'LHGHXWVFKH6FKZHVWHULQ6LELULHQ ³7KH*HUPDQ6LVWHUVLQ6LEHULD´
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GERMAN MILITARY MAIL WWI IN THE CAUCASUS
Hans Grigoleit
The invasion of Armenia by
Turkey and the declaration of
independence by Georgia on
May 26, 1918 resulted on
May 28, 1918 in a contract
between Georgia and
Germany , including a
German military delegation
based in Georgia. A key
motivation was the minerals
in the South Caucasus and
access to the Baku oil fields.
The delegation was allocated
Feldpost numbers 555 and
907. Mail with number 555 is
known only from the early
period of the delegation.
Later mostly number 907
was in use.

supreme command) ordered
all troops to leave the
Caucasus due to a significant
GHWHULRUDWLRQLQ*HUPDQ\¶V
positions in Eastern Europe
and in Minor Asia. The
Turkish government asked
allied forces at the end of
October for an armistice.
Bulgaria had already
collapsed. Imperial Germany
capitulated and the Kaiser left
the country.
German troops had within a
short time to reach the
harbours at the Black Sea
coast to return to the Crimean
peninsula and then on to
Germany. Not all troops

succeeded and shortly before
Christmas 1918 the last
personnel left Tiflis.
Ship Mail
SMS GOEBEN: A battleship
which was given as a gift to
Turkey on August 16, 1914.
8QGHUKHUQHZQDPH³-$986
68/7$16(/,0´VKHKDGD
number of operations in the
eastern Black Sea. The
German crew remained on
board and continued to use
WKH³0DULQH6FKLIIVSRVW³ PDULQHPDLO 
cancel #29. On November 2,
1918 the crew left the ship.

German troops were
transported by ship mainly to
the Caucasian harbour Poti
coming from Sevastopol,
Crimean peninsula. First
troops arrived there on June
8, 1918. On June 10, 1918
they arrived in Tiflis by
railway. Further troops came
from Sevastopol at the end of
July, beginning and late
September 1918.
Troops were stationed in
Tiflis, Suchumi, Poti, Batum,
Ochamchire, Kutaisi and
South Georgia. Tasks were
military actions in support of
the Georgian government
against Bolsheviks, Turks,
various tartaric tribes and the
protection of railways and
economically important
institutions. A major task was
to secure access to the Baku
oil fields.
On October 24, 1918 the
German Oberste
Heeresleitung (OHL;

Fig. 1
PPC from SMS GOEBEN to Germany, dated May 29, 1917.
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Steamer GENERAL: Since
August 1914 she was used in
the Istanbul harbour as an
accommodation and office
unit, including a post office
ZLWKWKH³0DULQH6FKLIIVSRVW´FDQFHO
Temporarily she also served
as a radio station in Poti
harbour. In early 1918
numerous troop transports
to Caucasian destinations
were undertaken. The
³0DULQH-6FKLIIVSRVW´FDQFHO
#14 was not in use but
remained in Istanbul during
operations in the Black Sea.

'T J ./P7?".

k_/4'-o/

~~~~

'll..Tf.

Fig. 2
PPC from steamer GENERAL to Germany, dated August 13, 1917.

Steamer GENERAL: The
Marine-6FKLIIVSRVW´FDQFHO
#14 was not in use but
remained in Istanbul during
operations of the steamer in
the Black Sea as e.g. troop
transports to Caucasian
harbours. Instead, a cancel
was used as shown in Fig. 3.

~~z/4< ~/

t?

~/
Fig. 3
/HWWHUWR*HUPDQ\ZLWKFDQFHOV³53'*HQHUDO´DQG³.'
)HOGSRVWD´GDWHG-XO\ZULWWHQE\WKHSK\VLFLDQRQERDUG
Only two cancels in violet are known.
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Steamer CORCOVADO: The
second of three
CORCOVADO cancels.
³1DWHNR´UHIHUVWRD
commission which was
established to supervise the
occupied harbours and
wharfs and to secure mine
free waters. The commission
started to work on May 8,
1918.

Fig. 4
Letter to Germany, dated October 15, 1918 with FPO 258 cancel
(Konstanza?). Sender is a military person from the German
Military Mission Konstantinopel.

Steamer CORCOVADO:
Since March 1918 the ship
operated in the Black Sea as a
carrier between various
ports. Freight included
Felpost (field post) and
occasionally this mail was
canceled with one of three
ship cancels. After delivery of
the mail in the respective
harbour these mails obtained
by the army post office an
additional field post cancel.
The first troop transport to
the Caucasian Poti harbour
started on June 6,1918 from
Sewastopol, arrival on June
8.

Fig. 5
PPC to Germany with one of the ship cancels and FPO 757 cancel
(212. Infantry division, Melitopol, Asov sea), dated May 12, 1918.
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MAIL TO/FROM GERMANY
Fig. 6
German FPO 555; letter to
Germany written in Poti on June
26, 1918. FPO 555 was in use
primarily early in the campaign.

Fe dpostorief

Fig. 7
German FPO 907; registered letter
from Tiflis, dated Sept.4, 1918,
arrival in Berlin Sept.20. Registered
mail from FPO 907 is rare and only
three pieces are known.

Fig. 8
German FPO 907; PPC with
camouflage cancel from Tiflis,
dated Sept. 5, 1918.
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Fig. 9
German FPO 907; PPC with camouflage cancel from Tiflis, dated
Oct. 6, 1918.

Fig. 10
German FPO 907; PPC with camouflage cancel from Tiflis, dated
Oct. 9, 1918.

Fig. 11
PPC written in Tiflis by Arnold Wirtz on Oct. 12, 1918 from FPO
907 to Heinrich Hardegen in Ploesti, Romania, using FPO 276 as
address.
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Fig. 12
German FPO 907; letter from Munich,
Germany to Dr. F. Niedermayer in Tiflis,
dated Sept. 9, 1918. Dr.Niedermayer was
as a physician responsible for health
issues in the German delegation.
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The letter was sent from Berlin
June 24, 1919 to Georg
Mestemacher. It contained the
document about the award of
Tamara medal to him, issued by
the Georgian government on
December 13, 1918. Such letters
are very rare.
The Tamara medal was originally
founded in 1915 to award it to
members of the Georgian Legion.
Only a few Germans served in
this unit.

,11101.

Because the Georgian
government could not finance
the manufacturing of the medal
the persons received only the
document and could produce the
medal at their own expense.
Fig. 14
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Letter from the Taman
Peninsula
The peninsula is bounded on
the north by the Sea of Azov,
on the west by the Strait of
Kerch and on the south by
the Black Sea. Mail was
delivered via Felpost
numbers 2026 (only address
post office) or 797 in Kerch.
Mail from the peninsula is
rare.
Letter dated July 6, 1918
from Taman peninsula via
Feldpost number 2026. From
June 1918 operations on the
peninsula were performed by
the 15. Lanwehr-Division.
The sender is a soldier in the
³/HLFKWH0XQLWLRQVNRORQQH
´ZKLFKZDVSDUWRIWKH
Kiev army group.

Fig. 15

German military mail
(Feldpost) in Baku,
Azerbaijan.
$³.DLVHUOLFK'HXWVFKH
Delegation, Vertretung
%DNX´ ,PSHULDO*HUPDQ
delegation, Baku branch) was
set up and on Oct. 2, 1918 the
delegation, including about
100 people left Tiflis by train.
Besides the delegation, a
German military commission
arrived earlier in Baku for
repatriation of POWs. Via
courier every 2nd day
Feldpost was brought from/
to Tiflis via field post number
907. Four weeks later, on
Nov. 2, 1918 the delegation
left Baku. Accordingly,
Feldpost from Baku is very
rare.

Fig. 16

FPO 907 letter (private
mail?) from Baku to
Germany, Oct. 16, 1918 with
censor marks (Militarisch
gepruft, Uberwachungsstelle
des Truppenkommandos im
Kaukasus).
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NOTICES

Alan Blunt
passed away
recently
having
served the
society as
Treasurer
from 1984 until late 2004.
Twenty years of excellent
accounting Alan gave the
society. He was also
instrumental in arranging our
regional meeting each year at
Swinpex, in addition to
supporting the society with
his displays and explanations
of Postmaster Provisional and
studies from the Ukraine. He
was also a keen collector of
Poland. Alan had not been a
well man in recent years and
he will be sorely missed by all
of his colleagues.
Andrew Cronin
Andrew Cronin of Canada
passed away on 23rd March
2012. He was Editor of The
Rossica Society of Russian
Philately (1968-74) and a
member of the British Society
of Russian Philately since
1964. He is the author of The
Postage Stamps of
Moschopolis, 1977, and The
Postmarks of Northern Epirus
1912-20, 1978. He contributed
several leading articles to
Fakes, Forgeries, Experts and
to The London Philatelist. He
was the winner of The Royal
3KLODWHOLF6RFLHW\/RQGRQ¶V
Tapling Medal in 1996.
Dennis Page passed away
earlier this year having served
the society as Exchange
Packet Secretary for many
years, and always keeping
numerous packets in a
continuous circulation
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between its members in the
UK. Dennis was a quiet and
unassuming person, but
always willing to help in any
way that he could. His
collecting interests were
worldwide and not restricted
to Russia. He was for many
years Assistant Editor and
was responsible for the new
format the journal started to
take from 1999, and
formatted all of the articles
himself. Dennis took over as
Editor in 2006 until he passed
away. Dennis, with his many
years of involvement with the
Exchange Packet and the
-RXUQDOZDVDWUXHµVWDOZDUW¶
of the society and will be very
greatly missed, not only by his
colleagues and fellow
members in the UK, but also
by our overseas members.
George G.
Werbizky,
84, of Vestal,
died on June
10, 2012. He
was an
internationally recognized
philatelist, a long time
member of the Rossica
(Russian postal) Society and
member of the British Society
of Russian Philately since
1965. George was the author
of many articles on philatelic
and historical topics, as well
as the books Ostarbeiter Mail
in World War II (1996) and
Ostarbeiters: Russian Forced
Labourers in Nazi Germany
(2000). His last article for
%653HQWLWOHG³=HPVWYRVRare combinations and an
(QJODQGFRQQHFWLRQ´
appeared in our last Journal
101 at the beginning of this
year.

ENQUIRY
Member seeks examples of all
types of cancellations on
Zemstvo stamps, but not
Volost cancellations. Also St.
Petersburg geometric
cancellations of sub-post
office numbers XV1 & XV11.
Please contact "calvert
782@btinternet.com or
telephone 01206 824271.
EMAIL ADDRESSES
If you have an email address
and we do not have a record
of it, please forward to
caroline.ferreira@bsrp.org.

REMINDER
BSRP 2013
Membership Fees
Your membership will shortly
be due for renewal. The fee is
£20 (or US$33 or Φ25).
All payments received by the
end of February 2013 will be
reduced to
£18 (or US$30 or Φ22).
Payments by cheque to:
Secretary/Treasurer
Caroline Ferreira
BSRP
Flat 2, 8 Oxford Row
Leeds LS1 3BE
UK
Payment can also be made by
Paypal. Kindly add 5% onto the
subscription fee to cover
transfer costs.
Paypal payments to:
caroline.ferreira@bsrp.org.
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