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Hosted by Terry Page, the 
highlight of the Society’s 
calendar, the 2012 Weekend 
Meeting was held at the 
Union Jack Club, Sandell St, 
Waterloo, London SE1. 
 
Displays included 
presentations from two 
international guests who 
returned with new 
presentations. Sadly Dr 
Misha Alishibaya (Russia) 
who was also due to present 
again this year, was unable to 
attend at the last minute, due 

BSRP WEEKEND MEETING HELD 20-21 OCTOBER 2012 

to pressures of work. 
 
International guest Dr 
Thomas Berger (Switzerland) 
describes the presentation he 
gave on the Postal History 
of Independent Ukraine 
1918 – 1920. 
 
" My presentation 
summarised the postal 
history within the so called 
‘Independent Ukraine’ in the 
years of civil war between 
1918 and 1920. In these three 
years between the 
declaration of independence 
and the final takeover by the 
Soviets, one administration 
followed the other one.  
 
This sequence can be best 
documented not by studying 
new stamp issues or 
handstamps but the changing 
tariffs in force.  

 
One can follow the advance 
and retreat of nationalist and 
socialist Ukrainian troops, of 
nationalist and communist 
Russian units as well as the 
influence of interventionist 
forces like the Central 
Powers. Thereby a dynamic 
picture of these bloody years 
in Ukrainian history emerges 
giving an interesting example 
that postal history is just a 
reflection of history."   
 
Dr Hans Grigoleit (Germany) 
presented on WW1 
German Military Mail in 
Georgia and The 
Georgian First National 
Republic Issue – Official 
and Unofficial 
Overprints. 
 
" It is rather unknown that 
German troops were in 

EDITORIAL 

Edward Klempka 

Even better news: we have a 
number of articles promised 
for next year’s journal and I 
may be brave enough (or 
foolish enough) to promise 
two journals next year. 
 
A special thank you to 
Caroline Ferreira our 
Secretary, Treasurer and 
Editor (if I award myself the 
title of Supervising Editor). 
She has done a superb job 
and her efforts have been 
recognised. The last journal 
was awarded a Large Vermeil 
medal at the Spring 2013 
Stampex  exhibition.  

Hopefully this edition will do 
even better.  
 
Happy reading   

 
 

Edward Klempka 
EDITOR November 2013 
 

Hi everyone   
 
Another journal in full 
colour, I hope you enjoy it. 
 
A big THANK YOU to all the 
members and non members 
who contributed articles. I 
personally think they are of 
superb quality and cover an 
unbelievable range of 
subjects, something for 
everyone.  
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Georgia from June – October 
1918. On May 28, 1918 a 
contract was signed between 
the Georgian and German 
governments, which included 
stationing of troops in 
Georgia (German military 
delegation; maximum about 
10,000 military personnel). 
Troops were stationed in 
Tiflis, Poti, Batumi, Suchumi, 
Kutaisi and South Georgia. 
From early Oct to early Nov 
1918 a small military 
delegation was in Baku.  
 
On Oct 24, 1918 the German 
Oberste Heeresleitung 
(supreme command) ordered 
all troops to leave the 
Caucasus due to a significant 
deterioration of the military 
situation in Minor Asia and 
Eastern Europe. 
 
Troops were allocated 
Deutsche Feldpost (DFP; 
German field post) numbers 
555 and 907.  No. 555 was 
used only until August 1918. 
Steamers GENERAL and 
CORCOVADO served 
amongst others as troop 
transporters coming from the 
Crimean peninsula.  
 
Mail from these steamers was 
canceled with 
Marineschiffspost  (MSP; 
marine mail) No. 14 
(GENERAL) or various 
cancels with the name 
CORCOVADO. 
 
Displayed were marine mail, 
PCs and covers with DFP 
no.555 and 907, documents 
relating to the German 
military delegation and a rare 
letter from Baku, sent 
through DFP 907 in Tiflis to 
Germany."   
 
Dr Ray Ceresa presented 
Revenue Stamp 
Shortages in Armenia 

1919 to 1930 on Saturday 
20th.  
 
Current President of BSRP 
Lenard Tiller presented St 
Petersburg – Some of the 
postal markings used 
between 1850 to 1915. 
 
" This was a short selection of 
the postmarks from the two 
hundred+ sheets of this area 
that I have been collecting for 
a number of years. It started 
with a short write up as to the 
history of the St Petersburg 
postal system and its main 
postmark types. 
 
Commencing with examples 
of the numeral postmarks 
from the late 1880’s 
otherwise known as ‘’killer’’ 
postmarks whose objective 
was to obliterate the stamps, 
thus preventing re-use.  
 
One example was a postcard 
sent from St Petersburg to 
Astrakhan in 1899 by river 
vessel showing the numeral 
‘14’ and two fine ‘Parakhod’ 
strikes of the Nizhni/Perm 
and Kazan/Astrakhan 
steamers. Accompanying 
these were covers of 1862 
and 1863 with the ‘numeral 
dot’ killer and an 1870 postal 
stationary cover with the 
‘double oval’ dot killer type 
cds’s. 
 
From the pre-philatelic 
period were examples of the 
‘2 line oblong box’ of 1851, 
the ‘four line single circle’ of 
1844 and 1853 and the ‘four 
line triangular’ cds of 1854 on 
cover from Bordeaux, to the 
‘three line double circle’ 
receiving stamp of 
7th Ekspeditsya of 1862. Two 
covers bearing ‘three 
coloured franking’ on three 
imperial stamps from 1871 
and 1874 to Reims and to 

London, franked with the 
‘red’ and the ‘black’ Town 
Post marks and the 
‘grey’  7th Ekspeditsiya double 
circle cds.  
 
These were followed by 7 
examples of the ‘GODA’ or 
YEAR postmark from the 4th, 
6th & 7th Otdyel, some of 
which showed the inverted 
year. Three postcards from 
the Town Post showed the 
‘triple circle’ receiving dates 
stamps of 1903 which were 
used only till the end of 1904. 
 
 Moving on to railway postal 
markings, examples were 
shown of three covers each 
bearing at least two or three 
different ‘post wagon’ date-
stamps of 1863, 1881 and 
1883. Further examples of 
railway postmarks followed 
with examples of the ‘little 
railways’ of St Petersburg, 
Nikol station, Sestroryetsk 
station and Warsaw station. 
 
The display ended with three 
different examples of the 
datestamp of Tsarskoye Selo 
station and a fine postcard of 
the Tsars Summer Palace."  
 
Also on the Saturday, 
Edward Klempka with his 
Far East Republic display. 
 
" A new country created to 
form a buffer state between 
Communist Russia and the 
Western Allies. It was 
philatelicly active between 
1919 and 1923. The first 
stamps used were Russian 
Imperial stamps followed by 
special stamps issued for use 
in  the Republic. The main 
city was Vladivostock which 
was heavily under the 
influence of British, 
American and Japanese 
forces.  
 

4 
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The display comprised of the 
civilian and military postal 
history of the period."  
 
Presenting on the Sunday, 
Trevor Pateman on 
Imperial Arms 
Imperforate Stamps - 
Early use 1917-1919. 
 
" The 1917 Imperforate Arms 
stamps were introduced 
unsystematically. The exhibit 
shows early uses of different 
values in the period 1917 – 
20 (before the x 100 
revaluation).  
 
This begins to establish a 
chronology of their 
introduction (different values 
at different periods) and also 
shows how distribution was 
not systematic. Some values 
appear first in independent 
Ukraine in the pre-Trident 
period of 1918."  
 
and Scouring the 
Countryside – New 
Material. 
 
" A large display of Parcel 
Cards from the 1918 – 21 
period showing how Red 
Army soldiers sent home 
Loot using the postal system 
and preferential Red Army 
parcel rates. Parcels sent are 
large and are mailed from 
Ukraine, South Russia and 
Central Asia into the Russian 
heartland – Petrograd, 
Moscow and so on."  
 
Following on the Sunday, 
Terry Page displayed More 
of my Zemstvos.  
   
" Top quality zemstvo 
auctions are like London 
buses...you wait for ages and 
then three come along at 
once!  2012 was just such a 
year and so I was able to 
show some interesting new 

material.  
 
The highlights included 
covers from three very rare 
districts formerly 
unrepresented in my 
collection: KRASNIY (1891), 
NOVOMOSKOVSK (1898) 
and NOVOUZENSK (1896).   
 
I was also particularly 
pleased to show the most 
interesting of the four known 
BELEBEY registered covers – 
a so far unrecorded item 
mailed in 1899 with an 
imperial provisional 
registration label.  Of 
particular interest among the 
more common districts were 
letters from USTSYSOLSK 
and GADIACH with 
interesting  
and  unusual volost 
cancellations.  
 
Covers with zemstvo 
postmarks from non stamp 
issuing districts were 
represented by examples 
from KIRSANOV (1874), 
NOVOCHERKASSK (1917) 
and YAGOTINSK (1898).  I 
was very happy to note that 
this display provoked 
considerable interaction and 
discussion from the floor."  
 
Edward Klempka also gave 
his second presentation 
entitled RSFSR Inflation 
Period and Local 
Revaluations. 
 
" Revalued Kopek stamps - In 
1920 the Kopek values up to 
20k in value were revalued 
100 times so that a stamp 
with a face value of 1k was 
revalued to 1r (the other 
values similarly revalued).  
 
Many postmasters 
differentiated stamps which 
had been revalued by 
manuscript alteration to the 

value or by overprinting the 
stamps with rouble values.  
 
These stamps were locally 
inspired, but appeared in 
many cities across the 
country and are commonly 
refered to as Postmasters 
Provisionals.  
 
The display contained 
numerous provisional stamps 
and a number of covers."  
 
Members were encouraged to 
bring their own material for 
display and/or discussion. 
This ranged from a single 
interesting item, some leaves 
from a collection and even 
full twelve frame displays. 
 
The Bourse operated 
throughout the weekend and 
members were invited to 
bring their own surplus 
material for sale. Britain’s 
number one Russia area 
dealer, Trevor Pateman 
attended on the Sunday. His 
comprehensive “A to Z” stock 
embraces virtually all aspects 
of Russian Philately. 
 
As always the annual 
weekend meeting was a great 
opportunity to meet and 
socialise with philatelic 
colleagues. This continued 
into Saturday evening when 
some members retired for 
dinner at Le Côte, a lively 
restaurant just over the river 
in Covent Garden. 
 

5 
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SHADRINSK S12 : A STAMP SURROUNDED BY MYSTERY 

Bernard Furnon  

6 

We all know that certain 
zemstvo stamps are among 
the rarest in the world, 
having been absent from 
exhibitions or auctions for 
decades or even never having 
been seen at all. Such is the 
case, for example, with 
Bogorodsk - Schmidt No.1, to 
the extent that many 
collectors wonder whether 
this stamp really does exist. 
But there is one stamp in 
particular who’s tracks have 
been covered by conflicting 
information, notably the 
early Shadrinsk 
handstamped issue in dark/
indigo blue (Schmidt 12). The 
purpose of this article is to 
help collectors to get a 
clearer insight into this 
stamp by gathering together 
the information we have to 
hand, especially that which is 
to be found in the old 
literature. 
 
An interesting and parallel 
comparison can be made 
between Shadrinsk S2 

through to S12 issued 
between 1871- 79, and the 
handstamped issues of the 
district of Chern. All of these 
stamps are similarly difficult 
to catalogue: only a single 
handstamp but numerous 
papers and colours, and also 
reprints made with the 
original die. In such cases 
Schmidt and other catalogues 
are often inaccurate; for 
example Fabergé had some 
15 stamps of Chern which 
appeared to be original 
printings but did not match 
up with Schmidt’s listings. 
How many stamps 
considered as Shadrinsk S7, 
grey-blue, or S8, lilac (both 
RR) are in reality the quite 
common S2, S5, S6 or S9?... I 
would suggest probably most 
of them. 
 
We notice three “first class 
rarities” in this issue: S4 
yellow-grey, S11 pale violet 
and S12 itself. Correct 
identification of S4 and S11 is 
easy because S4 has a very 

characteristic oily impression 
and quadrillé paper was used 
only for S11. Both stamps can 
be seen either in the Schmidt 
collection (Bonn Postal 
Museum) or the Kaestlin 
collection (Smithsonian 
Institute, Washington) as 
well as at various FIP 
exhibitions. In the case of 
S12, however, we do not have 
a definitive reference as there 
is no copy in the Kaestlin 
collection and Schmidt 
mentions “fehlt” (missing) in 
the inventory of his collection 
(1) . Nevertheless, the stamp 
obviously does exist; Karl 
Schmidt’s  personal copy of 
his catalogue (2) which 
includes his own 
annotations, states “Fabergé 
has 2 used copies, Ferrari 1 
mint, and (added later in 
pencil) Kirchner 1 used” (Fig. 
1). This justifies his initial 
RRRR (3 known) listing, and 
later, RRR (4 known). 

Fig. 1 
Karl Schmidt’s  hand-written annotations  

Fig. 2 
Harmers 1940 catalogue showing the two copies of S12  

12. 5 Kop .d klb l a u (C . Ct . 5 1 oa . G. T. ZZ , 4) 

384 1879 5k. deep blue, Sohm. 12, a penmarke copy o s rar1 y, s ow-
Ing traces of mauve colouring, margins all round, large on three 
sides, stained at left. Only two others known. RRRR (3) . H1·1• 
IllusLrat.ion on previous page 

385 - ditLo, another example of this rarity in fine condition , p n
cancelled on small piece and with margins all round , and howln,t 
traces of mauve colouring. RRRR (3) . f-\((• l ll1111tr11t1nn 1111 
previous page 
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The two used copies were in 
the famous auction of 
Agathon Fabergé’s collection 
(Fig. 2) (3) . They were sold for 
£4.4.0 each, which seems to 
be a price at that time 
commensurate with their 
rarity. This was to be the last 
appearance of any stamp 
considered, without any 
doubt, to be S12. According 
to the Rossica journal 52/53 
1957, there was supposed to 
have been one in the Stibbe 
auction but I could not find it 
in the catalogue (perhaps it 
was declared by an expert to 
be a forgery and 
subsequently withdrawn???).  
Of course this does not mean, 
that from 1940 until the 
present, no one has ever 
offered this stamp to 
collectors. Indeed, there have 
been a number of such offers, 
but all of them, even those 
coming from very serious 
sellers, were surrounded by 
doubt and were refused 
expert certificates. Why?  
That is what we will now see, 
beginning with where the 
story starts. 
 
The story, in fact, begins in a 
similar way to that of almost 
all zemstvo stamps, with a 
collector or dealer in Russia 
(“the correspondent”) 
sending information about a 
new issue, together with a 
copy of that stamp, to Jean-
Baptiste Moens the famous 
Brussels dealer. The first 
mention of S12 comes from 
Hugo Lübkert and is related 
by JB Moens in his magazine 
“Timbre Poste” in March 
1879 (4) : “The same person 
(H. Lübkert) tells us that the 
stamp in question is dark 
blue, whereas the one we 
received is pale blue. We 
know that the Shadrinsk 
zemstvo administration 
considers the colour of the 

stamp to be unimportant : 
they simply use what colour 
inks they have to hand”. Two 
months later (5) he points out 
that “The 5 kop indigo blue 
stamp that M. Lübkert has 
recently spoken to us about, 
is on batonné paper, a detail 
that our correspondent had 
omitted to specify”. So one 
can conclude that in 1878 or 
at the beginning of 1879, one 
of the stamps used in the 
district of Shadrinsk was 
dark blue (but could also be 
pale blue) on batonné paper.  
 
The descriptions were 
accordingly included in the 
Moens catalogue of 1893 (6) , 
the Herrick catalogue of 1896 
(7) where it is described as 
“bluish purple” and in the 
1925  Chuchin catalogue as 
C11 (8) .  As we all know, the 
“Schmidt and Fabergé” 
catalogue ends at letter “L” 
and so does not describe the 
stamps of Shadrinsk.  
 
The mystery springs from the 
Schmidt catalogue of 1932 (2) , 
the “bible” of all zemstvo 
collectors.  Here, 
surprisingly, and for the first 
time, Karl Schmidt states 
that the stamp is “on wove 
paper”.  So who was telling 
the truth? What paper was it 
printed on - Wove or 
batonné?  My opinion is that 
this cannot be a mistake :  
K.S. had on his table all the 
existing stamps which were 
in the Fabergé collection 

(Agathon Fabergé had 
bought the Ferrari collection 
in 1925); he  knew about 
Hugo Lübkert’s affirmations,  
and the two stamps sold by 
Harmers appear to be 
originals rather than 
reprints. Nevertheless we can 
be sure that the stamp on 
batonné paper does also 
exist, and it is certainly not a 
reprint because the first 
reprints were made in 1894, 
a long time after its 
discovery. 
 
I can conclude that the stamp 
existed on both wove and 
batonné papers, a fact that is 
not very surprising as the 
printers used whatever paper 
they had (see the above 
analogy with Chern, the best 
such example in zemstvo 
philately). Schmidt had 
forgotten to mention the 
batonné paper, perhaps 
because he was confused by 
the existence of a reprint on 
almost the same paper and 
colour (violet to indigo blue). 
The batonné paper is also 
mentioned by Oleg Fabergé 
in his personal copy of 
Schmidt catalogue. 

Fig. 3 
Oleg Fabergé’s pencilled annotation (in German): 
“batonné paper -  9mm distance between lines”.  

XI.Dr . 1879 .( Anfang) . e . w. P . ' O, CE mm . ) 

12 . 5 Kop .dk l b lau (C . Ch. 51 oa . G.T. z : , 4 ). 

,t E.A'.,Y. 

Es kom~ e n Marken vcr , a . denen d . f rilh e r e violette 
Farbe noch zu sehen ist u . die Ueberginge vom Vio
lett zum Dk l blau z e igen .-

Entw e1:!:£!!g__;_ s . Nr . f. Fr.1 2 i,:iirz 1879(Uetergang von 
a .viol e tte n zur d k l b l ~uen Farbe ) . -

1.it e r atur: T . P.Nr . 12!:,l'i:ii r z 1E'7C' e r ste ~1:e 1aung * h.Liibkert ) 
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But what about the colour of 
the stamp? According to 
Schmidt, it is dark blue, but 
“stamps exist which show 
traces of the previous violet 
colour which has turned to 
dark blue”. More precisely, 
he used in his book two 
colour tables: “Germania 
Farbtafeln” (G.T.) and 
“a color chart” (C.Ch.) -  (9) & 

(10) . In the case of S12 the 
colour is specified as G.T. 
33.4, or C.Ch 51. 

Another  “S12” (Fig. 6) was 
offered recently at auction by 
Raritan Stamps for $10,000 
and unsold. 
 
It was described as “1879, 5k 
dark blue, printed on thin 
white batonné paper, 
manuscript "18 May 1879"  
cancellation, marginal thin 
at the lower left corner, F/VF 
appearance, extremely rare, 
Schmidt 12 rank ‘RRRR’, 
only three copies recorded, 
ex-Sarandinaki." 
 
The colour of this stamp 
appears to be “pale  blue” or 
“blue” and not “dark blue” 
but, this in itself, does not 
prove that it is not S12 / C11 
(see above from Moens -

Fig. 4: The colour of the stamp according to Schmidt : from the 

G.T. (left) and C.Ch (right) tables  

In Fig. 5 are some examples 
of items corresponding to H 
Lübkert’s S12. The distance 
between the horizontal lines 
is 9 mm (as mentioned by 
Oleg Fabergé) and colour  is 
very close to Fig. 4. 
 
The paper thickness of the 
first and third (used) stamps 
has been measured.  At 0.7 
mm, it is much thinner than 
all of the (0.9 to 0.11 mm) 
violet/indigo reprints I have 
seen.  

Fig. 5: The first stamp is ex. Kirchner, the second and third are 

ex. Liphshutz (without any mention on his album page as to 

whether they are or are not S12)  

Fig. 6: Raritan Stamps, Auction 54, Sept 

2012  

Timbre Poste - 195 “the one 
we received is pale blue”). 
 
Furthermore, in my opinion, 
the ink cancellation appears 
to be in the same hand as the 
used stamp shown in Fig. 5. 
 

4 

,tatl' hhw. 

:-;1a1 .. l,lue. 

R)4•11 -:1 t"llOist', 

BIC'u-n rdoit.t•. 

S<•hiPf••rl .Jau. 

~l,il'ft rhlau. 
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And the last but not the least 
of the mysteries of this 
stamp. Here is a cover 
exhibited recently by Terry 
Page at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London. 
 
In comparison with the 
previous items (Figs 2, 5 and 
6), this stamp (and its 
cancellation) is obviously 
very different from all of the 
S12’s described by either 
H.Lübkert or K. Schmidt. Is 
it an unrecorded issue? A 
reprint?  Does it really belong 
to the cover? The matter 
remains open. 
 
And what about the rarity of 
“S12/C11? RRR (4 known)”? 
This is probably true for the 
variety on wove paper. For 
the batonné paper issue, it is 
probably less rare. RR ? 
 
I think we now know a little 
more, but we have still not 
solved all of the mysteries. I 
am looking forward to the 
moment when one of the 
Agathon Fabergé  S12’s on 
wove paper with traces of 
mauve colouring comes to 
light. But if the mauve colour 
is unstable, then 70 years 
after the Harmers auction, it 
has had time to disappear 
completely on all existing 
stamps.... 

Many thanks to Yuri Obukhov (Perm-Russia) and Terry Page for the information and material they supplied for this 
article. 
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York, England (1988) 
(9) P. Ohrt, Farbtafeln für Postwertzeichen-Sammler – Düsseldorf, 1906 
(10) J.W. Scott, The Standard Color Chart- New York, 1884. 

Fig. 7: Terry Page collection, ex-Fabergé. 
Terry’s comments on his exhibition sheet were:  

Cover addressed to a local village. The stamp appears to be the 1879 dark blue (Sch. 12). According to 
Schmidt, only 3 copies are known). It C&MO( be positively identified other than by comparison and the 
whereabouts of any other copy is unknown. Agothon Faberge SIDies (on 1he bock of 1he cover) 1ha1 lhe 
adhesive hos been lifted (presumably for .sludy of the paper strucllue) but no fur1her informal/on i.s available. 
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GLIMPSES OF THE RUSSIAN POSTAL SYSTEM, 1905 

Philip Robinson 

10 

An interesting item was 
offered in a recent Postal 
History Society auction, 
which I was fortunate to 
acquire. It is a copy, dated 30 
December 1905, of The 
Sphere. This weekly 
publication, which described 
itself as "an illustrated 
newspaper for the home" was 
published between 1900 and 
1964, and it provided the 
public with a pictorial view of 
world affairs, which was of 
particular value before the 
widespread availability of 
newsreels and television.  
This particular issue 
reproduces a number of 
photographs of the troubles 
in Russia. These were 
"photographed exclusively 
for 'The Sphere' by C.O. 
Bulla". One page, headed 
"The sinews of Russia - the 
man in the street" has two 
photographs, one of which 
shows a group of striking 
butchers, who look rather 
menacing with the tools of 
their trade (i.e. large knives) 
in their hands. The other 
photograph, of a rather more 
genteel-looking group, shows 
"A crowd of St Petersburg 
citizens who have met in 
favour of the government". 
However, it is the three other 
photographs that are of 
particular interest to the 
philatelist, as they are 
"Scenes connected with the 
Russian postal strike". One 
page has a view "In a sorting 
(railway) carriage" and shows 
a group of postal officials 
sorting mail in a postal 
wagon. Below this is a 
photograph captioned 
"Registering parcels at St 
Petersburg". At the bottom of 

this page is the following 
text: 

"Russia has been 
paralysed by the postal 
and telegraph strike. At 
one time only one 
telegraph line was open 
to the Continent, 
namely, the Danish 
cable via Finland. The 
War Office at once put 
on military operators, 
but they seemed unable 

to work the Hughes 
machine, requisitioning 
the Morse system 
instead. The 
government was able to 
send urgent official 
messages over the 
railway telegraph, but 
the Union of Unions 
soon checkmated this 
move, forbidding the 
companies to accept 
them, while the labour 

12 THE SPHERE 

SCENES CONNECTED WITH THE RUSSIAN POSTAL STRIKE. 

Photographed Exclusivel,.- for 51 The Sphere 0 b7 C. O. Bulla 

IN A SORTING {RAILWAY) CARkIAGE 

REGISTERING PARCELS AT ST. PETERSBURG 
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unions issued an 
interdict against the 
transmitting of mail 
vans over the railway 
lines". 

The other page is headed "A 
scene in a parcel post office 
at St Petersburg" and is a 
carefully-posed study of 
workers dealing with parcels. 
The text below this refers to 
the well-heeled volunteers 
who have been handling 
mail, and reads: 

"The parcel post has 
been in a more 
precarious position 
than other departments 
of the post office as the 
work of carrying it on is 
far heavier. It was to 
the task of delivering 
letters that fashionable 
St Petersburg gave 
itself up with a hearty 
will. Letters were 
delivered by high-born 
ladies, chivalrous 
officers and titled 
noblemen, who drove 
around in magnificent 
carriages with spirited 
horses, but not very 
rapidly. For instance, 
The Daily Telegraph 
correspondent received 
two letters after seven 
days pause. They were 
brought by a charming 
lady who regretted that 
she had no more at the 
moment. The names of 
the volunteers have 
been published by the 
press, opening with the 
names of Her Imperial 
Highness the Princess 
Leuchtenberg, Princess 
Ourousoff, and 
Countess Mordvinoff. 
The rooms of the post 
office, the atmosphere 
of which was hitherto 
impregnated with stale 
tobacco, was fragrant 
with soft, sense-

soothing odours. 
Instead of gruff voice 
calling unto gruff voice, 
silvery articulate 
sounds were to be 
heard asking who has 
charge of this quarter 
of the city or that. As 
the hours were long 
and the work arduous 
the postmaster 
provided tea and 
sandwiches for his fair 
assistants, who truly 
displayed an 
uncommon degree of 
energy and self-
sacrifice in giving up all 
their engagements. The 
letters when sorted 
were bound in packets 

by the unwonted 
employés and then 
handed over to 
volunteer postwomen 
and postmen, mostly 
dignitaries, officers, 
students, and ladies, 
who were whirled over 
the city in gorgeous 
equipages or swift 
motor cars and set 
down at the destination 
where they were to 
begin work". 

An interesting view of the 
postal system during a time 
of turmoil in the Russian 
Empire. 

A SCENE IN A PARCEL POST OFFICE AT ST. PETERSBURG 

Photographed Ex.clu!lively for II The Sphei-e" by C. 0. Bun.llia 
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What’s new on the BSRP website  www.bsrp.org 
 
Society members now have access to an archive of the British Journal of Russian Philately as 
downloadable PDF files.  This archive is complete from issue 1 in 1946  to issue 100 in 2012. We also 
have a members’ noticeboard  where members are able to post comments or responses to notices. 

'-I s_ea_rc_h_ .. ____ __,lm+J 
A Log in 

HOME ABOUT MEMBERS JOIN NEWS JOURNAL RESOURCES CONTACT US 

Passion, Imagination & Experience in producing leading results l 
Choose the proven winner and become our partner. 
www.davidfeldman.com 

THE BSRP WELCOMES YOU ))) 
WELCOME TO THE ONLINE HOME OF THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN 
PHILATELY 

When you join the SSRP you become a member of a world-wide 
community of philatelists who collect and study the stamps and 
postal history of the Russian philatelic area. 

Whether you a re a genera l stamp collector or an enthus iast with a 
specific interest in any of the specia list fields, you will find the 
Society inva luable, both as a resource for seeking information and a 
pla tform for contact with like-minded collectors. 

BECOME A MEMBER 
Join the British Society of Russian Philately - it's easy and offers great 
value for any collector interested in this area. 

WHAT'S NEW 
View a ll news 

20/ 08/ 2013 
Announcement: BSRP London 
Weekend Meeting & AGM, 19th 
& 20th Oct 2013 

•Mii■li❖i 

07/ 10/ 2013 
British Journa l of Russian 
Philately issue 102 wins 
prestigious award! 

10/ 03/ 2013 
Report and notes of our 
weekend meeting held on 20 • 
21 October 20 12. 

Read more 

I 
16/09/2013 
Feldman auction. 2 Oct 2013. 
Extensive Imperia l, Zemstvo, 
and Soviet materia l. 

16/ 02/ 2013 
The Society is saddened to 
announce the passing of 
former secretary Norman Ames 

Read more 

• CHERRYSTONE • 
PHI ! ~lftJ(_ ,\LI( rro~f1tr.~ 

SINCE 1967 ... 

Rare Stamps 
and Postal 
History of 
the World 

Including aJI aspects 

of Russian Philately 

cherrystoneauctions.com 

119 West SJth St· S uite 316 
New York. i\'Y 10019 

(2 12 ) 977·77:; 
info@chcrrystoneuuctmns.com 

Russian stamps, post cards and covers at b www.malov.de 
~ ft __ tel.: +49 (0) 6172-2657173; email: info@malov.de 



The British Journal of Russian Philately 103 

NAPOLEON GOES TO MOSCOW 

Peter Chadwick 

13 

THE CAMPAIGNS IN PRUSSIA AND RUSSIA 

  

14 Oct 1806 Battle of Jena 
This gave Napoleon control of West Prussia 

7-8 Feb 1807 Battle of Eylau (indecisive) 

14 June 1807 Battle of Friedland 
Decisive win for the French 

7 July 1807 First Treaty of Tilsit (French and Russians) 

9 July 1807 Second Treaty of Tilsit (French and Prussians) 

  

23 June 1812 French crossed River Niemen (Memel) to enter 
Russia 

25-26 July 1812 Battle of Vitepsk. French won; but abandoned 
the advance to St Petersburg 

16-18 Aug 1812 Battle of Smolensk. Decisive French victory, 
probably damaged the French as much as the 
Russians, with their shorter supply lines 

7 Sept 1812 Battle of Borodino. French pyrrhic victory. 
Seriously weakened the French army, gave 
Muscovites time to abandon Moscow 

14 Sept 1812 French capture Moscow 

15 Oct 1812 French formally start the retreat 

14 Dec 1812 Last French troops leave Russia 
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THE DEFEAT OF 
PRUSSIA 1806-1807 
 
The Battle of Jena (14 Oct 
1806) gave Napoleon the 
Western half of Prussia. The 
King of Prussia retreated 
East over the Vistula, 
intending with Russian help 
to  hold East Prussia: half his 
kingdom was better than no 
kingdom! 
 
Napoleon sent his brother 
Jerome, with the ninth corps, 
to subdue loyal fortresses 
and pockets of resistance in 
West Prussia, and with the 
rest of the army, pursued the 
King of Prussia to the Vistula. 
 
One of the major fortresses 
remaining in Prussian hands 
was Glogau in Lower Silesia, 
60 km south of Poznan. After 
a brief siege, the fortress 
town of Glogau fell to the 
French (on 2 Dec 1806), who 
then garrisoned it. 
 
This letter of 3 Jan 1807, 
(Fig. 1) written from one 
French officer to another 
within Glogau, was carried 
privately, presumably by an 
orderly. 

14 

Fig. 1 

WARSAW: WINTER 
QUARTERS JANUARY 
1807 
 
By mid January, most of the 
army was in winter quarters 
in and around Warsaw. Only 
the one corps was in contact -   
an occasional skirmish - with 
the Russian and Prussian 
troops.  This was the quiet 
before the storm. 
 
Letter written from winter 
quarters in Pritzisch (a 
suburb of Warsaw), by a 
trooper in the Imperial 

Fig. 2 

Guard, on 27 Jan 1807     
(Fig. 2).  
 
Sent by trooper P. Avril to his 
father, the registrar of St Lo, 
department de La Manche: 
charge 10 decimes (less  than 
6 grammes, over 1000 km, by 
the tariff of 1806). 
Handstamped “No.22 
Grande Armee”. 
 
Almost certainly, the writer 
of this letter would be 
involved, less than a fortnight 

later, in the bloodbath, 
fought on frozen mud in gale-
force icy winds, which was 
the battle of Eylau, a few 
miles west of Friedland. This 
indecisive battle was at best a 
pyrrhic victory for Napoleon. 
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Pritzisch, 27 Jan 1807 
 
“My dear father 
 
It seems that we are to stay in 
these quarters all winter. I 
intend to take the 
opportunity to repair a little 
of the damaged suffered by 
my uniform and also my 
almost rotting underwear. 
Therefore I must beg you to 
appeal to M. le Marois to 
advance me some money. I 
know he has sufficient 
confidence in me not to 
refuse, if it is you who makes 
the request on my behalf. 
 
I am down to my last 8 
francs. If I am wounded or 
taken prisoner, this will not 
suffice to maintain me. 
 
I am at the quarters of 

General St Hilaire, and have 
the advantage sometimes to 
dine at his table. We receive 
newspapers fairly regularly to 
pass the time. The weather is 
always very cold, but the 
ground is very hard with 
frosts which now makes for a 
beautiful winter scenery. I 
often treat myself to sleigh 
rides and I assure you that 
this entertainment could not 
be more agreeable. 
 
A custom of this country, and 
which I feel forced to adopt, 
is this: 
 
As winter approaches they 
sell, in Warsaw and other 
large towns in Poland, fur 
lined masks which mould 
perfectly to the face, with 
openings only for eyes and 
mouth, then a small skull-cap 

15 

BAU GAL/ GRANDE 
ARMEE, 
MARIENWERDER 
THE SEARCH FOR A 
SCAPEGOAT 
 
The Battle of Eylau (7-8 Feb 
1807) was important because 
it was the first  major battle 
which Napoleon failed to 
win. 
 
It finished in a draw 
(inevitably, the French 
claimed it as a victory) which 
badly harmed both armies 
because of the extended 
supply lines, and because it 
had been fought over frozen 
fields (some ploughed) in 
well-below-freezing 
temperatures and bitter East 
wind. A scapegoat had to be 
found!  
 

Fig. 3  
Marienwerder, 6 March 1807 

of sheepskin to cover all of 
the head and ears, which ties 
under the chin. That is for 
the head. For the hands, one 
has … of Angora or Sable. For 
the feet - a shoe of … which in 
France we call fur-lined 
clogs. 
 
… Adieu my dear father, hug 
the family for me. 
 
Your son 
P. Avril” 
 
 
M. Le Marois—Jean Le Marois — 
was Aide-de-camp to Bonaparte 
until 1814. He became Governor of 
Warsaw, and was a deputy 
(parliamentary representative) for 
La Manche. 

This letter from 
Marienwerder (Fig. 3) 
suggests that the recipient is 
one suitable scapegoat. 
 
 

A headquarters of the French army 
was based at Marienwerder, 130km 
from Eylau (Eylau was 37km from 
Konigsberg). 
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THE GARRISON IN 
ELBING 
 
The decisive battle of 
Friedland (14 June  1807), 
and the ensuing two treaties 
of Tilsit, gave Napoleon 
complete control of all 
Prussia. The King of Prussia, 
who initially fled to Memel, 
was allowed to return to 
Konigsberg and play at being  
the king in East  Prussia, but 
supervised by Napoleon’s 
troops who were garrisoned 
in East Prussia. Troops 
stayed there continuously 
until the invasion of Russia 
in 1812. Prussia was not 
returned to the king, but 
most of West Prussia was 
formed into the new “Duchy 
of Warsaw”. 
 
This letter of 25 July 1807,  
(Fig. 4) six weeks after the 
battle, from a trooper in the 
Elbing garrison to his 
mother, was charged 12 
decimes: handstamped “No. 
9 Grande Armee”. FPO9 was 
Elbing. 

16 

Fig. 4 

NO. 9 / GRANDE 
ARMEE, KONIGSBERG 
2 SGR LOCAL DELIVERY 
CHARGE 
 
After the decisive battle of 
Friedland (14 June 1807) 
Napoleon met the Czar 
Nicholas and Prussian King 
William, on a ship moored on 
the river Memel (Nijmen) on 
the Prussian/Russian border. 
The first Treaty of Tilsit (7 
July 1807)  between 
Napoleon and the Czar was 
intended principally to 
prevent Russia allying with 
Britain: and succeeded 
excellently. The second 
Treaty (9 July 1807) between 
Napoleon and the King of 
Prussia was aimed at 

Fig. 5 

humiliating the King of 
Prussia, and establishing 
French garrisons throughout 
Prussia, especially in East 
Prussia, on the doorstep of 
Russia. 
 
Konigsberg 22 July 
 
This letter (Fig. 5) is about a 
personal matter, from a 
junior officer, du Vivien, in 
Konigsberg, to a colleague, 
M. Audian de Juys in 

Spandau. No. 9 Grande 
Armee was located in 
Konigsberg from 15 June 
until 17 July, and in Elbing 
from 25 July. This letter is 
letter headed Konigsberg 22 
July, but sent through No. 9 
Grande Armee. As well as 
using the Grande Armee 
postal system, there is a 
postal charge of  2 
silbergroschen, possibly the 
local charge from Berlin to 
Spandau. 
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NO. 9 / GRANDE ARMEE, ELBING 
“REPARATIONS FROM THE LOSERS” 
 
The ink was barely dry on the Treaties of Tilsit (7 and 9 July 
1807) before French officers were being instructed on the 
collection of reparations. 

This letter (Fig.6), backstamped from the office of the Intendant 
General de l’Armee and signed by a civil servant in this office, 
was sent from Elbing (No. 9 Grande Armee), addressed to an M. 
Bignon in Berlin, 29 July 1807. 
 
Elbing, 29 July 1807 
 
“Sir,  
 
I confirm the instructions given by HM the Prince de Benevent, 
Minister of external relations from whom I feel it necessary to 
communicate to you certain rulings which relate to the accounts 
payable for the liquidation of the contributions owed by the 
conquered countries. 
 
“One must” the Minister asks me, “consider as acquitted only 
that which has been paid in cash. That which has been paid in 
paper must bear the deduction of the discount”. 
  
“That which has been furnished in terms of clothing and 
equipment may be attributed to the extraordinary contributions 
only if it conforms to the decrees; it is not possible to admit into 
the accounts that which has been provided for rations, troop 
movements and other expenses of that nature, His Majesty 
regarding as null and void those arrangements made by the 
French Commissioners who had, in this respect, no authority”. 
 
I have the honour of greeting you”. 

17 

Fig. 6 
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KONIGSBERG 
FROM AN OFFICER IN THE PRUSSIAN COURT: 1809 

Fig. 7 

 
17 April 1809 
 
A Swiss officer in the Prussian army has been promoted to a 
position in the bodyguard of the King of Prussia. He is writing to 
his cousin, employed in a private (Swiss?) bank in Paris, to give 
him the good news (Fig. 7). Carried in the public postal system 
maintained by the French occupying power. 
 
After the Treaty of Tilsit, Prussia was reduced to Konigsberg 
county, and even this was garrisoned by the (French) occupying 
army.  At first, the King of Prussia fled to Memel, the north-east 
extremity of his kingdom, but later returned to  Konigsberg and 
“ruled” from there. Nevertheless, he seems to have retained an 
army, a court, and a regiment of bodyguard.   
 
The writer assumes it is only a matter of time until the King of 
Prussia is reinstalled in Berlin. 

18 
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NO. 14 ARM. 
D’ALLEMAGNE 
JANUARY 1812. 
GARRISON IN STETTIN 
 
Prussia has been heavily 
garrisoned by the French 
army since 1807. 
 
1 January 1812 
 
Letter from a soldier 
garrisoned in Stettin, to his 
parents near St Just (Fig. 8).  
 
This is from an illiterate 
common soldier, a reference 
in the letter shows that it was 
written for him by a 
colleague. The phraseology is 
poor, the writing good. It was 
not sent through the army 
postal service (normally not 
available to common 
soldiers) but through a  
civilian postal service, charge 
10 decimes. 
 
Stettin is very crowded with 
soldiers of the French army. 
It is hard to believe that the 
French were already building 
up their troops in North 
Prussia in preparation for the 
march on Russia: but Stettin 
is overcrowded. 
 
Stettin,  1 January 1812 
 
“My dear father and my dear 
mother 
 
… I will tell you that we left 
Magdeburg on the 4th of 
December and we marched 
ten days to arrive at Stettin in 
Prussia, and this new 
garrison is not very good 
because of the high cost of 
provisions and other goods; 
and the high cost stems from 
there being too many 
soldiers.  
 
The town of Stettin is not 
very much like Beauvais and 

they are accustomed to 
housing at least 24,000 
men as garrison; and I will 
say that there is a lot of 
danger at night when doing 
sentry duty; several sentries 
at the sentry-point were 
killed by gunshot in their 
boxes. 
 
I would like to know were are 
all the soldier boys (from our 
countryside?), in which 
regiment and service, and 
which army corps they are, 
and whether they are in 
Spain or in Prussia. 
 
I am still with Eloy de Garne, 
as well as with Sellieux de 
Quinquanpoix as well as with 
all the others from the 
esteemed country. I am also 
with the sons of Dupont de 
Catillon, one of whom has 
the honour of writing 
you this letter; and for 
whom I wish you well a good 
day. 
 
… If it is convenient for you, I 
would ask  that you please 
send me a bit of money, since 
I have not yet received 
anything since we made it to 
the regiment.” 

19 

Fig. 8 
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NO. 6 / GRANDE ARMEE, THORN (TORME), MAY 1812 
THE ARMY IS ALREADY HUNGRY! 
 
The Grand Duchy of Warsaw was ruled by a “puppet” of 
Napoleon, but the area was restless, with a mixed Polish (largely 
pro-Napoleon) and Prussian (anti-Napoleon) population, and he 
still needed to maintain garrisons there. One important garrison 
was at Torum on the Vistula, occupied by the French army from 
1806 until 1814. 

This letter of 16 May 1812 (Fig. 9) was sent by a poorly educated 
common soldier in the army heading for Moscow. FPO6 was 
Torum. The postal charge for the letter to Bordeaux, in the 
Department de La Gironde, was 11 decimes (up to 6gms, 1000-
1200 kms, by the tariff of 1811). 
 
Torme 16 May 1812 
 
“My very dear mother and uncle 
 
I write to you these past two months to tell you the state of my 
health, which is very good, thank god. I hope the bearer of this 
letter finds you well along with all the family. 
 
My very dear mother and uncle, I have the pleasure to tell you 
that I received four letters together. 
 
My very dear mother and uncle, I tell you that we are in very bad 
country in Poland. I tell you that our horses are dying of hunger. 
We have to cover our bread so that the horses don’t eat it. I tell 
you that we have orders to kill everything we find to live, so we 
don’t die of hunger. 
 
We still have enough to live for two days … before in Poland the 
peasants have left their houses, this is why we have provisions 
for two days. 
 
...For life, your son Gerault asks for compliments to make to 
everyone for me, as I don’t have room enough”. 

20 

Fig. 9 
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IMPERIAL GUARD 14 JUNE 1812 
WITH THE EMPEROR IN KONIGSBURG 

21 

Fig. 10 

 
June 1812 
 
The advance on Russia has started. Napoleon has advanced as 
far as Konigsburg, with a large contingent of the Imperial Guard. 
 
14 June 1812 
 
Headed from “Quenisbert”, which is doubtless how Konigsburg 
would sound, phonetically, to French ears. 
 
Letter (Fig.10) from a soldier in the Imperial Guard, to his 
parents at Bourg in the Gironde. This Imperial Guard is much 
more literate than many of the common soldiers; as well as being 
prestige troops, they seem to be better educated and certainly 
better treated. 
 
He writes: “the doctor comes around for a visit every eight days”. 
 
Although he is in the prestige regiment, never far from 
Napoleon, he is a soldier and does not have the privilege of using 
the Grande Armee mail service. His letter is sent through the 
public mail service, with the transit mark “Prusse/ p Hambourg”, 
and a charge of 14 centimes. 
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THE ROAD TO MOSCOW 
 
Since 1807, the French had been the occupying force in Prussia, 
right up to the Russian border.  
 
The assault on Moscow really started when Napoleon’s troops 
crossed the river Niemen into Russia, during June 1812. Even to 
get to this point had not been easy. The army “recruited” as it 
marched through Prussia, but with crops almost ready for  
harvesting, Poles and Prussians were deserting almost as rapidly 
as they could be conscripted!  
 
A wet spring had ensured that the roads were thick with mud, 
which slowed down the artillery and the baggage trains. By the 
time the army reached Russia they had already lost ten thousand 
horses, with guns and supplies abandoned by the roadside. The 
leading regiments were five days ahead of their baggage wagons 
crossing into Russia, and many soldiers were hungry. 
 
The leading regiments of the army reached Vilnius on 28 June. It 
was about three weeks before the whole army had arrived, and 
by then the first troops were leaving Vilnius, heading for their 
first significant battle, at Witepsk. 
 
As with so many engagements of this war, the French won 
decisively but their army, at the end of a thousand-mile supply 
chain, was weakened more than the enemy. 
 
The following is a collection of letters sent from two people in the 
army on the road to Moscow.  
 
Captain De Castellane, son of Brigadier General the Count of  
Castellane, was 24 years old, and obviously fast-tracked for rapid 
promotion. His letters home  to his father are numbered and 
dated, three are shown here (Figs.  11, 12 and 13), each is 
annotated by his father with the dates of receipt and reply. 
Typically letters took about twelve days from Vilnius to his father 
outside Paris. From the text, we learn that the letters were sent 
by army courier, a service provided only for senior officers.  
 
De Castellane took part in all the major battles and in the 
occupation of Moscow. He went on to become a Marshal of 
France in the 1840’s. His writing style is quite immature, and the 
content is more about his “office politics” than about the war! 
 
Of the last two letters, the first (Fig.14) is from De Castellane to 
his aunt; the second (Fig. 15) is from a trooper after he was made 
an officer, sent from Prussia on the way home. 
 
Both men were in the half-million strong army who crossed into 
Russia in June 1812, the largest army the world had known. 
Both, fortunately, were in the twenty-seven thousand who 
straggled back across the Niemen in December.  
 
Understandably, mail from the homeward journey is much rarer 
than from the outward march! 

22 
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FROM VILNIUS 2 JULY 1812 

23 

Fig. 11 

FROM VILNIUS 12 JULY 1812 

Fig. 12 

 
De Castellane was one of the earlier arrivals in Vilnius, but even 
then the common soldiers were very short of food; and they are 
short of hay for the horses. 
 
Sent by army courier to Paris, forwarded to Reuil, charge “4” 
shown on manuscript. 

 
They have now been in Vilnius for a fortnight, waiting for 
artillery, baggage wagons and rear columns to catch up. 
 
Sent by army courier to Paris, then charged “3” for forwarding to 
Reuil. Cross-written “no. 53 Vilnius the 12th of July 1812 Sunday 
9 o’clock in the evening: rec Reuil 24th July rep. 24”. 
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MOSCOW 5 OCTOBER 
1812 CELEBRATING A 
PROMOTION 
 
5 October 1812 
 
They have finally reached 
Moscow. Letter (Fig. 14) from 
De Castellane to his aunt, 
Countess de Castellane, at 
Acosta.  
 
Carried to Paris by military 
courier (no charge) and then 
posted to Acosta (2 
centimes), arriving 22 
October: replied 26th. 
 
Momentous events—they 
have reached Moscow, 
infested it, found it deserted; 
the soldiers are starving, they 
have already lost a great 
proportion of the army to 
disease, hunger and cold, and  
they have fought and “won” 
three major battles (Vitepsk, 
Smolensk, Borodino). All this 
officer can write about is his 
promotion, that of his fellow 
officers, and whether it is 
being given due recognition. 
The soldiers are irrelevant! 
 

Fig. 14 

FROM VITEPSK 
(BETWEEN VILNIUS 
AND MINSK) 6-8 
AUGUST 1812 
 
Sent only twelve days after 
the battle of Vitepsk (25-26 
July), an outstanding victory 
for the French, which 
probably weakened the 
French army more than the 
Russian army. Reached 
father, now in Ardes, on 24 
August. No reference at all to 
the battle, in which De 
Castellane was involved. He 
has an hangover from 
drinking the local hooch! 
 

Fig. 13 

Sent by army courier to Paris, charged “7” for forwarding to 
Luguet (Ardes). “no. 70 Vitepsk the 7th of  August 1812 Friday 9 
o’clock in the evening; rec at Luguet 24 August rep 24”. 

De Castellane arrived home 
from Moscow in due course, 
and went on to become a 
marshal 25 years later. 
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BROMBERG, POLAND 2 JAN 1813  
 
From a trooper, now promoted to officer, in the Grande Armee 
on the way home from Moscow. He has left Russia, and is now at 
Bromberg, north of Warsaw, in French-occupied Prussia. 
 
Mailed to Metz, 2 Jan 1813. Sent through normal (public) postal 
system, paid to the border at Mainz (Mayence), struck at Mainz 
with “PRUSSE /P HAMBOURG”. 

 
Bromberg 2 Jan 1813 
 
“I send you this letter, my dear cousin, because you will read it 
and will immediately inform my family of the content. 
 
Here we have had the first rest day since Moscow (the army left 
Moscow mid October) and I quickly take advantage to tell you 
how impossible it is to tell you how much I have suffered during 
the retreat we are making, that is to say since Sorusoff, where I 
lost horses, equipment, in all, everything, I have just one shirt 
left. I have been very ill, but thank God I have survived (a very 
difficult time) and I am fairly well. I saw the comrade-in-arms of 
our neighbour, Victor, put your mind at rest, he has arrived in 
one piece. I have spoken to General Domont who has replaced 
General Dery killed near to his Majesty the King of Naples. 
 
Undoubtedly you know that I am a lieutenant, I wrote of it to you 
from Moscow but as the Russians continually surrounded us it is 
possible that you have not received our letters. 
 
We go to Frankfurt sur Oder. 
 
Your brother” 

25 

Fig. 15 

. /4,' 
. {ILJ~ 

~ . . 
,. 

r • 
~ 

. . --. ) ' 
. ~ 

,-....... , 

-~~ 
I , •• 

~-~" ... 
~ \. ~ 

,· . ' ... 



The British Journal of Russian Philately 103 

FRENCH INVASION OF 
RUSSIA 
 
The French Invasion of 
Russia in 1812 was a turning 
point during the Napoleonic 
wars. It reduced the French 
and allied invasion forces 
(the Grande Armee) to a tiny 
fraction of their initial 
strength and triggered a 
major shift in European 
politics as it dramatically 
weakened French hegemony 
in Europe. The reputation of 
Napoleon as an undefeated 
military genius was severely 
shaken, while the French 
Empire’s former allies, at 
first Prussia and then the 
Austrian Empire, broke their 
alliance with France and 
switched camps, which 
triggered the War of the Sixth 
Coalition. 
 
At nearly half a million 
strong, the Grande Armee 
marched through Western 
Russia, winning a number of 
relatively minor engagements 
and a major battle at 
Smolensk on August 16-18. 
However, on that same day, 
the right wing of the Russian 
Army, under the command of 
General Peter Wittgenstein, 
stopped part of the French 
Army, led by Marchal Nicolas 
Oudinot, in the Battle of  
Polotsk. This prevented the 
French marching on the 
Russian capital at Saint 
Petersburg; the fate of the 
war had to be decided on the 
Moscow front, where 
Napoleon himself led his 
forces. 
 
While the Russians used 
scorched-earth tactics, and 
often raided the enemy with 
light Cossack cavalry, their 
main army retreated for 
almost three months. Finally, 
on 7 September, the two 

armies met near Moscow in 
the Battle of  Borodino. The 
battle was the largest and 
bloodiest single-day action of 
the Napoleonic Wars; it 
involved more than 250,000 
soldiers and resulted in at 
least 70,000 casualties. The 
French captured the 
battlefield, but failed to 
destroy the Russian army. 
Moreover, the French could 
not replace their losses 
whereas the Russians 
replaced theirs. 
 
Napoleon entered Moscow 
on September 14, after the 
Russian Army had again 
retreated. But by then the 
Russians had largely 
evacuated the city and even 
released criminals from the 
prisons to inconvenience the 
French; furthermore, the 
governor, Count Fyodor 
Rostopchin, ordered the city 
to be burnt. Alexander I 
refused to capitulate and the 
peace talks that Napoleon 
initiated failed. In October, 
with no clear sign of victory 
in sight, Napoleon began his 
disastrous Great Retreat 
from Moscow. 
 
At the Battle of 
Maloyaroslavets the French 
tried to reach Kaluga, where 
they could find food and 
forage supplies. But the 
replenished Russian Army  
blocked the road, and 
Napoleon was forced to 
retreat the same way he had 
come to Moscow, through the 
heavily ravaged areas along 
the Smolensk road.  
 
In the following weeks, the 
Grand Armee underwent 
catastrophic blows from the 
onset of the  Russian Winter, 
the lack of supplies and 
constant guerrilla warfare by 
Russian peasants and 

irregular troops. When the 
remnants of Napoleon’s army 
crossed the Berezina River in 
November, only 27,000 fit 
soldiers remained; the 
Grande Armee had lost some 
380,000 men dead and 
100,000 captured.  
 
Napoleon then abandoned 
his men and returned to 
Paris to protect his position 
as Emperor and to prepare to 
resist the advancing 
Russians.  
 
The campaign effectively 
ended on 14 December 1812, 
when the last French troops 
left Russia. 
 

26 
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THE BISECTS OF THE ZEMSTVO DISTRICT OF OSA 

Edward Klempka 

28 

Osa is located in the centre of 
the Perm District.  In 1900 it 
had a population of 4,000 
people. It was an agricultural 
community, with Arable and 
Dairy farming being the 
principal activities. 
 
Osa issued stamps between 
1890 and 1910.  They were of 
2k, 4k and 8k 
denominations. 
 
The postage rates are not 
known, but the majority of 
covers are franked 2k or 4k 
with significantly fewer 
covers franked 6k and 8k. 
 
There are a number of Osa 
covers known where stamps 
have been bisected or 
quadrisected for use.  It is a 
strange phenomenon - was it 
due to the shortage of some 
stamp values, or was it a 
liberal application of rules by 
the Zemstvo authorities 
allowing the bisected use of 
its stamps, or perhaps 
something more sinister, a 
postal fraud to defraud the 
Zemstvo authorities? 
 
The following 18 covers 
illustrate the abundant use of 
bisected or quadrisected 
stamps. 

Fig. 2 
Second Edition July 1891 
4k brown yellow and pale brown 
(S4) used on local cover 20 
December 1891.  The 4k stamp 
has been vertically bisected to pay 
2k rate. 

Fig. 1 
First Edition January 1890 
4k yellow brown and pale brown 
(S2) vertically bisected to pay 2k 
rate.  Posted Osa 29 January 
1891. 
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Fig. 4 
Second Edition July 1891 
Two 4k brown yellow and pale 
brown (S4) diagonally bisected 
and used together as 2k stamps.  
Two 2k stamps (bisected) used to 
pay 4k postage.  A rare double 
bisect cover. 

Fig. 3 
Second Edition July 1891 
4k brown yellow and pale brown 
(S4) used on local cover 27 August 
1891.  The 4k stamp has been 
horizontally bisected and the 
bottom half of the stamp used to 
pay 2k postage. 
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Fig. 5 
Fourth Edition July 1892 
4k dark brown and olive brown 
(S6) horizontally bisected and the 
top half of the stamp used to pay 
2k postage.  Local Osa cover 
posted 20 November 1892. 

Fig. 6 
First Edition January 1890 
8k dark blue and pale greenish 
blue (S3) horizontally bisected 
and used to pay 4k postage. Local 
cover 17 March 1892. 
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Fig. 7 
First Edition January 1890 
8k dark blue and pale greenish 
blue (S3) quadrisected to pay 2k 
local postage.  Used 3 September 
1891. 

Fig. 8 
First Edition January 1890 
6k dark blue and pale greenish 
blue (S3 marginal copy) bisected 
to 4k or 6k paying postage.  The 
stamp has been intentionally cut 
to deliver 1/2 (8k) a stamp of 4k, 
or 3/4 (8k) a stamp of 6k.  Used 8 
December 1892. 
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Fig. 9 
Second Edition March 1893 
8k blue and greenish blue (S8) 
quadrisected to pay 2k local 
postage.  Used 25… 1895. 

Fig. 10 
Issued July 1894 
4k yellow green and light brown 
(S16) vertically bisected to 
produce 2k stamp paying local 
postage.  Cover dated 25 April 
1895. 
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Fig. 11 
Third Edition issued 1897 
4k ochre brown and light blue 
green (S18). Horizontally bisected 
bottom half of stamp to produce 
2k stamp.  Local used 23 January 
1898. 

Fig. 12 
Third Edition issued 1897 
4k ochre brown and light blue 
green (S18). Horizontally bisected 
top half of the stamp to produce 
2k stamp, locally used in 1899. 
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Fig. 13 
Third Edition issued 1897 
8k dark blue and olive green (S19) 
quadrisected to produce 2k stamp 
to pay local postage.  Used 7 
March 1898. 

Fig. 14 
Third Edition 1897 
8k dark blue and olive green 
(S19). Two quadrisected stamps 
used to pay 4k local postage (2 x 
2k).  Used in 1899. 
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Fig. 15 
Third Edition 1897 
8k dark blue and olive green (S19).  
Quadrisected producing triangle 
shaped 2k stamp.  Used on local 
cover 3 May 1899. 

Fig. 16 
First Edition 1890 (Postal Fraud) 
8k dark green and pale greenish 
blue (S3).  Horizontally bisected to 
produce 4k stamp.  The bisected 
stamp is made up of two pieces, with 
an added South West corner.  
Piecing was done to defraud the 
Zemstvo authorities.  
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These 18 covers illustrate the 
acceptance of bisected and 
quadrisected stamps for 
postage. 
 
Was it simply a case of excess 
stock of some stamps and a 
shortage of others, or as the 
last 3 covers (Figs 16 - 18) 
illustrate, Zemstvo officials 
engaged in fraudulent 
activities.  One hundred and 
twenty years after the event 
means we can only speculate. 
Who knows. 
 
Osa is not alone in having a 
significant number of postal 
frauds.  Gadiach and 
Kharkov also have recently 
discovered  postal fraud! 

36 

Fig. 18 
Third Edition 1893 
8k blue and greenish blue (S8).  
Reuse of 8k stamp with old 
postmark being clearly visible.  This 
is a money letter franked at 8k, it 
must have been handled by the 
Zemstvo staff, who colluded in the 
fraud.  The Zemstvo authorities 
have been defrauded by 8k. 

Fig. 17 
First Edition 1890 (Postal Fraud) 
8k dark green and pale greenish 
blue (S3).  Horizontally bisected to 
produce 4k stamp.  The bisected 
stamp has been used before (see 
still visible postmark).  Bisected 
stamp used on postal fraud to 
defraud the Zemstvo authorities. 
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THE CHARGE OF THE LIGHT BRIGADE 

Robin Cassell  

37 

As every school boy of my age 
knows, The Charge of The 
Light Brigade was a charge 
by the British Cavalry, led by 
Lord Cardigan against the 
Russians at Balaclava on 25 
October 1854. 
  
Lord Raglan, the 
commander, had intended to 
send the Light Brigade to 
pursue the retreating Russian 
artillery battery near the 
front line, but due to an error 
in communication, the sabre-
armed brigade set out on a 
frontal assault into a 
different artillery battery - 
which was well prepared with 
good defences. The brigade 
achieved their objective by 
reaching the battery, but was 
subjected to brutal cross fire. 
The badly mauled brigade 
was forced to retreat 
immediately with no direct 
gain and had suffered heavy 
casualties. 
  
The facts surrounding the 
charge are still full of 
controversy. The charge is 
immortalised in Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson’s poem “The 
Charge of the Light Brigade” 
published just 6 weeks after 
the battle. 
 
 
Recently two letters have 
surfaced; written within 24 
and 48 hours of the battle. 
They reveal first hand, an 
account of the battle. 

The Charge of the Light 
Brigade 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson 
 

Half a league half a league,  
Half a league onward,  

All in the valley of Death  
Rode the six hundred:  

'Forward, the Light Brigade!  
Charge for the guns' he said:  

Into the valley of Death  
Rode the six hundred.  

 
'Forward, the Light Brigade!'  
Was there a man dismay'd ?  

Not tho' the soldier knew  
Some one had blunder'd:  
Theirs not to make reply,  
Theirs not to reason why,  

Theirs but to do & die,  
Into the valley of Death  
Rode the six hundred.  

 
Cannon to right of them,  
Cannon to left of them,  

Cannon in front of them  
Volley'd & thunder'd;  

Storm'd at with shot and shell,  
Boldly they rode and well,  

Into the jaws of Death,  
Into the mouth of Hell  
Rode the six hundred. 

 
Flash'd all their sabres bare,  
Flash'd as they turn'd in air  
Sabring the gunners there,  
Charging an army while  
All the world wonder'd:  

Plunged in the battery-smoke  
Right thro' the line they broke;  

Cossack & Russian  
Reel'd from the sabre-stroke, 

Shatter'd & sunder'd.  
Then they rode back, but not  

Not the six hundred.  
 

Cannon to right of them,  
Cannon to left of them,  
Cannon behind them  

Volley'd and thunder'd;  
Storm'd at with shot and shell,  

While horse & hero fell,  
They that had fought so well  

Came thro' the jaws of Death,  
Back from the mouth of Hell,  

All that was left of them,  
Left of six hundred.  

 
When can their glory fade?  

O the wild charge they made!  
All the world wonder'd.  

Honour the charge they made!  
Honour the Light Brigade,  

Noble six hundred!  

Simpson, William, 1823-1899, artist., E. Walker, lithographer (copyright free) 
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“Balaklava Camp 
Oct 26 1854 
 
Dearest Mama 
 
I dare say by this post you have received a communication, mysteriously written in 
pencil telling you I was all right at the time I wrote it.  I had just heard that the post 
was going out either this evening or tomorrow morning and the times given had 
sounded.  Judging from the events of the last few days I did not know if we should 
be back in camp again before the post went so scribbled a line to say I was all 
serene.  It is always my luck when I go on picket to see the enemy would have a 
fight – I have been on picket or patrol four times and three times had a skirmish.  I 
went on picket on Tuesday at 10 am to a place about 4 miles off the most advanced 
one we had.  At night the picket is always changed back behind hill about 3 miles 
from camp on which was a Turkish battery.  Such a night I had, rained, wind which 
being provided with a blanket and a huge waterproof sheet, I did not much care 
about.  Swinfen was my subaltern on the occasion and in the interval of the showers 
he & I indulged in sherry, cigarettes & biscuits. 
 
Just before daybreak we had to go to the front to our old position and whilst 
planting our videttes Swinfen saw some suspicious characters in sufficient numbers 
to make it convenient to beat a retreat – he fell back on my back of the picket, the 
day was breaking fast in a few minutes after he fell back I went to reconnoitre I saw 
the valley filled with infantry and the place where the videttes should have been 
thronged with blue Hussars – time to cut, I did so slowly and was just out of it in 
time for they sent in some Horse Artillery wonderfully quickly which began to fire 
on the Turkish batteries.  Now to understand our position you must recollect the 
ridge of hills I once told of which has always [the] wall which protected our camp & 
Balaclava and along which we have thrown up four batteries and foolishly manned 
them with Turks – I joined my regiment and saw these Turks, so much talked of, 
run out of their batteries without giving a shot, like rabbits out of a hole.  The 
Russians of course turned the guns on us, no infantry to support us, and slowly 
under a heavy fire of shot & shell we fell back beyond our camp – Lucan formed us 
up at last rather out of sight, and a huge column of cavalry some 3,000 came down 
the plain and rushed on a large line of Turks near Balaclava.  They bolted when the 
Russians got close and uncovered the 93rd Highlanders the only foot we had – how 
they astonished them – down went the Hussars and always went the remainder – 
from our retiring I suppose they thought we were afraid of them, and turning 
towards us down they came, a solid mass of Hussars & Lancers.  We let them come 
within about 300 yards and crash into them we went, the Greys in front supported 
by the 5th, they stood in like men, and for about five minutes there was a melee like 
a …. book …….row, but at last they turned & ran – Lord Raglan sent down an aide 
camp to say well done admirably – it is seldom such a thing has been seen as 
cavalry charging cavalry and a glorious sight it is, the poor Russians have his 
chance against our men & losses – they must have been four to one & we killed 10 
to one – but our success in the morning has sadly fallen for in the afternoon poor 
Nolan of the 15 Hussars took a wrong order to Lord Cardigan & the Light Brigade 
were ordered to charge the guns, with heavy guns firing at them from both flanks, 
from the … and the gorge they charged through, lined with Minie riflemen – they 
were nearly cut to pieces, after doing their duty like men and though only 190 men 
came back of the Lights out of 800, still the Russians will remember their charge. 
 
Thank God the order came for us to retreat before we got into the crossfire.  I never 
wish to see so many round … and shells playing about us as I did then.  My nerves 
were always bad – and here not improved by a shell bursting in the rear rank of my 
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squadron, killing two horses and not touching a man – the balls have been hopping 
about like cricket balls, some you could avoid others you could just see as they 
whistled past.  We got back at 10 pm to camp and then had to change our ground 
which took two hours more, well you may think that having had my helmet on for 
42 hours I was glad to get back of course with my clothes on to rise again at 4 am.  
We were very fortunate we only lost two men, and had twelve wounded some of 
whom will die – one of the best men in my troop I fear I have lost – Neville is a 
shockingly bad rider & somehow came off and was stabbed there times with a lance 
– today I hear he is better but not out of danger.  Scarlett was the first man in, 
laying about him like a man. 
 
Swinfen got a sword point through his hand, no one else touched – Montgomery of 
course has written home to say he is all right – like myself he agrees with the work, 
though perhaps he does not think so little of the hardships as I do – right work I  
don’t mind – I am always fresher after it.  This morning on parade I got 
troublesome letters from home, and a huge bundle of papers and war games.  Mr 
Scripps remembers me occasionally but most irregularly – I think I must ask you to 
stop Bell’s Life and the Illustrated.  The latter I sometimes see among the mess 
papers and very often dear Bessie sends me. 
 
Of course no dinner yesterday, so todays mutton broth, legs of mutton (boiled), 
roast potatoes, fried onions, rice & sugar have been very welcome – and to crown 
my dinner my sergeant major had while I was on picket bought me a box of porter 
& 6 bottles of cherry brandy – tell dear Bessie I send her a thousand thanks for her 
dear letter.  I have no news to tell her and not much time to write so must put off 
writing to her – I must try and send baby on of the crosses which the Hussars wear 
around their necks with a tiny picture of our Saviour in a frame size of a sixpence – 
they all wear it. 
 
The Russians attacked over night today & were well licked – we had nothing to fear.  
I should say another week will decide the principal event of the campaign – happily 
for you and me and all the country at large I hope. 
 
Cavalry have so little to do here that our danger is next to nothing, once or twice 
something unforeseen like yesterday, work occurs when we are made to do the 
work of infantry but seldom and I should think certainly it won’t happen again – 
today Zouaves, Highlanders , French line have been marching down and we are 
formed in their rear.  Forgive this long & stupid letter about an insignificant fight 
but it is my first and as such obtains importance in my eyes. 
 
If you insist on giving me the boots I will take them and feel certain they will be 
better and more waterproof and more comfortable than if I got them myself, but 
you must learn to execute my commissions more faithfully by sending my bill in.  I 
shall have to find another agent.  I dare say I shall hear that they are at 
Constantinople. 
 
You talk of going to church – we always have church in form square and sometimes 
a clergyman, sometimes an officer preaches for ages.  
 
The guns of two batteries and the guns of Sebastopol acting as an accompaniment.  
Love to dear Bessie and the niece tell her never to forget the ugly black man who 
frightened her in Dublin. 
 
Your affect son 
W Inglis” 
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“Balaklava  
Oct 27 1854 
 
Dear Henly,  
 
Just a few lines to tell you that the day before yesterday in support of, and 
immediately after the Greys, we charged a column of Russian cavalry and entirely 
sorted the – the Inniskillens were engaged and I believe one squadron of the 4th.  
The brutes charged down on us thinking that we funked them but perhaps I had 
better begin at the beginning – I had the advanced picket ……….and large forces of 
infantry, cavalry and artillery advanced on the position – the ridge of hills on our 
front was defended by four forts or earthworks, thrown up by us and garrisoned by 
Turks, we formed up the whole cavalry in rear of the ridge and sent off for infantry, 
thinking of course that the Turks would hold the forts until assistance arrived, but 
no sooner did the Russians advance than the Turks poured out of the forts, did not 
even spike the guns, & we were left without infantry to retreat about two miles 
across a plain under very heavy fire – this we did very unwillingly at a walk – but of 
what use could we be against artillery planted on hills, behind earthworks, 
emboldened by their success the brutes sent their cavalry pouring down onto the 
plain, and their first attempt was against a long line of Turkish infantry, who on 
their getting pretty close, bolted outwards, and disclosed the 90th, the only fort we 
had – they sent in the Minie bullets and did not the Russians bolt?  Fancying from 
our retreating that we were afraid of them they advanced in a column (Lord 
Raglan’s people who saw the thing from a hill say they were six to one) and charged 
but very slowly, and as they came close their charge degenerated into a walk; they 
were then about 150 yards from the Greys, who went in at them with a yell, the 
Russians were so much more numerous than the Greys that a whole troop or 
squadron overlapped them and took them in flank, then we went in, and gave them 
a telling off they won’t forget – they stood for some ten minutes and fairly turned 
and ran – we did no more that day – in the afternoon, by a mistake in orders, the 
Lights got into a crossfire and were cut to pieces – they came back past us in twos & 
threes – 190 mustered out of the five regiments, 800 had gone down the valley – 
we got some of the crossfire & were withdrawn.  Corporal Ingles was killed in the 
charge, so was Calloy …, McColl of G can’t recover, Neville was unhorsed and had 
three wounds in his back, and one in his head.  Swinfen was slightly wounded in his 
hand and breast – Elliott rather badly wounded – the Brigadier got a scratch or two 
– just enough to swear by – his hand had a little scratch not enough to prevent him 
holding his bridle.  Twelve men were wounded – one man’s cuts were examples – 
they did just what they were told – no more – dressing kept under as heavy a fire as 
some cavalry saw – the cry was – if only old Henly was here to see us – by Jove how 
they went in, with a will – the poor devils of Russians that were killed had their 
heads & arms nearly cut off – your school practice had done good – now I think I 
have told you as much as I have time to do – so goodbye – drink as much 
champagne as you can to our health – love to all – your most affectionate friend 
 
W. Inglis 
 
Abbott & I stood over Neville & defended him certainly saved his life – McHampre 
killed three men & had a very narrow escape – a lance went through his sleeve & 
caught on a button & singed it in not hurting him – Searj Major Green was ridden 
over but not hurt – S. Major Stewart had his horse shot under him – Russel had 
one … 38 was killed – a great favourite of mine – 19 horses killed or wounded – a 
shell burst in the rear rank of my squadron killed no one.” 
 

42 
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SIMBIRSK TO MOSCOW -  A MUCH TRAVELLED COVER 

Noel Warr 

44 

A much-travelled cover. 
 
Originally posted in Simbirsk 
on 21 (?) January 1857 the 
cover is addressed to Prince 
A N Dolgorukov in Moscow; 
it received a straight two line 
mark Simbirsk 2? January 
1857 (Dobin 1.06 b).  In 
Moscow it got a straight two 
line mark Poluch: Utr 1857 
Jan day illegible (Dobin 4.12) 
= Received Morning.  The 
letter was re-addressed and 
forwarded to Tula – Moscow 
1 Otdelenie 1 February 1857 
(Dobin 6.09).  NB The 
apparent frame is actually 
the inked edge of the hand-
stamp.  There are no Tula 
marks. 
 
There is a very similar cover 
in the Moscow book on page 
132 and this cover is shown, 
annotated “Torrey collection, 
whereabouts unknown” on 
page 131.  The cover must 
then have come to the UK, 
where it was priced at £45, 
this price not being on the 
page 131 illustration. 
 
There are many Dolgorukovs 
to be found on Google but 
there is no trace on an A N 
Dolgorukov and 
unfortunately I am unable to 
be read his forenames on the 
cover.  A search for Gordon 
Torrey yields the following: 
 
“Dr. Gordon H Torrey had a 
wide understanding of 
philately, and was considered 
an expert on the postage 
stamps and postal history 
that he specialized in: stamps 
of the Middle East, the 
Imperial era of Russia, and 
stamps of the Ottoman 

Empire. His collections were 
often exhibited at philatelic 
exhibitions and won prize-
winning medals. 
 
Torrey was active in the local 
philatelic community, and 
belonged to a number of 

stamp clubs in the 
Washington, D.C./Maryland/
Northern Virginia area, 
serving as an officer in a 
number of them. At the 
national level, he served 
philately in a number of 
ways. At the American 

I 
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Philatelic Society (APS) and 
at the Society of Philatelic 
Americans, he served on the 
expert committee. At the 
Rossica Society of Russian 
Philately, he was elected to 
the post of president pro tem 
(1972), president (from 1974 
to 1992), and membership on 
the Board of Governors, 
where he served until he died 
in March 1995.” 

The cover recently re-
surfaced on eBay with a seller 
in Tallin, Estonia and is now 
once more back in the UK. 
 
* 
Simbirsk nowadays Ulyanovsk, 
was originally built in 1648 and 
now is a city and the 
administrative centre of Ulyanovsk 
Oblast, Russia, located on the 
Volga River 893 kilometres east 
from Moscow.  

Tula is an industrial city and the 

administrative centre of Tula 

Oblast, Russia, located 193 

kilometres south of Moscow, on the 

Upa River. 

Russian stamps in online store 
www.malov.de 

. ~~· ·%> ,·· ·r· 
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SPECIAL CATEGORIES: 
- Russian Empire 
- Zemstvo 
- Russian post in China 
and Osman Empire (Levant) 

-Tuva 
- RSFSR 
- USSR 
- Topical 

Office address: Malov Stamps Froelingstrasse SC, 61350 Bad Homburg, Germany 
Tel: +49 (6172) 2657173 Fax: +49 (6172) 2657043 Email: info@malov.de 
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RUSSIAN SHIP MAIL TO KOREA  

Hiromasa Iitsuka 

46 

Dr Ramond Casey wrote an 
article entitled “The Captain’s 
Log. 6” (BJRP No. 101, 
November 2011) on  Russian 
ship mail to Korea, about 
which I have further 
information. 
 
According to Mr Norio Itoh 
who specializes in Japanese 
sea post: 
 
In Dr Casey's article, 
 
Fig. 5 is Kobe-Vladivostok 
line, Japanese ship "Sagami-
maru" 
 
Fig. 6 is Kobe-Vladivostok 
line, Japanese ship "Port 
Adelaide" 
 
Fig. 7 is Kobe-Vladivostok 
line, Japanese ship 
"Yamashiro-maru" 
 
Fig. 12 is Hong Kong-
Vladivostok line, Japanese 
ship "Satsuma-maru" 
 
Fig. 13 is Hong Kong-
Vladivostok line, Japanese 
ship "Satsuma-maru". 

Fig. 5  

Fig. 6  

Fig. 7  

Fig. 12  

Fig. 13 

Images on this page courtesy of 
Dr Raymond Casey 
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CHINESE EASTERN 
RAILWAY MARITIME 
STEAM-SHIPPING 
COMPANY 1901-1904 

Fig. 1  
Songjin paquebot mark. 

Fig. 2  
From Vladivostok to Osaka via Songjin (May 21 1903) paquebot. 
Namio Katayama collection. 

Fig. 3  
This strip of the Russian 1899 issue is cancelled with a double 
oval with an inscription in English reading “C.E.R.Co. SEA-
GOING SERVICE.” Author's collection, ex Gordon Torrey. 
 
This is the only recorded example 

Fig. 4  
C.E.R. D.S. 

And I report more usages of 
the Maritime Steam-
Shipping Company of 
Chinese Eastern Railway. 
 
Fig. 3 and Fig. 4 are C.E.R. 
double stamps. 

After completion of the 
Chinese Eastern Railway in 
1901 the steamers of the 
company began to operate 
regular passenger and cargo 
service between Dalny (the 
company’s maritime HQ) 
and Vladivostok with the 
main ports of China, Japan 
and Korea. 
 
Kobe-Vladivostok line, 
Japanese ships called at the 
port of Songjin, Korea from 
October,1902. 
 
Fig. 1 and Fig. 2 are 
Songjin paquebot marks. 
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BCEMIPHhlii IlOlJTOBhl:ti COI08'h. POCCUI. 
UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE. RUSSIE. 

OTRPbITOE IIHCbMO. - CARTE POSTALE 
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Fig. 5 and Fig. 6 are 
NONNI cancellations. 

Fig. 5  
Maritime Steam-Shipping Company of Chinese Eastern Railway/
Steamship “NONNI” from Vladivostok to Nagasaki (Jan. 2 
1904).  Author's collection, ex Yoshio Kobayashi. 
 
Steamship “NONNI” to Nagasaki, Japan (Jan. 2 1904). 
 
One cover and two cards from “NONNI” only are recorded 

Fig. 6  
Maritime Steam-Shipping Company of Chinese Eastern 
Railway/Steamship “NONNI” from Vladivostok to Osaka (Jan. 4 
1904) via Nagasaki (Jan. 2 1904).  Namio Katayama collection. 
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IlCEl\Ul'TTI,IiI H0 1I'l'OBI,Jfi ·co103•i.. POCCUT. 
UNION l'OS'l'AUJ Ul\'IVBHSI<;LJ.Tt uussrn, 

O'l'IU'Ll'l'OE IIIICbl\10. - CAH'J'E POSTA 

BCEl\IIPIILlfI rroq'l' OBLifi C0103'J,. l'Oc crn. 
UNION l'OSTALE UNlVEHSELLE. ROSSIE. 

OTii.PhlTOE IIHCbl\10. - CARTE POS'l' 
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TRIPLE CIRCLE 3 x LINE UNDATED “OTDYELENIE, EKSPEDITSIYA, TOWN POST” 

Lenard Tiller  

49 

Posted from St Petersburg on 
New Year’s Eve 1903 and 
delivered to Stantsyia 
Kaskova New Year’s Day 
1904  (St Petersburg oblast). 
 
Triple circle receiving mark, 
with the three line inscription 

Otdyel,  
Ekspeditsiya,  
Town Post  

(OTД. ЭКСП. ГOР. ПOЧTA) 
- no date was used on these 
cancellation marks, but they 
are recorded as being used in 
only 1903 and 1904. 
 
Despatched from 1st 
Ekspeditsiya (code 9) on the 
31st December 1903 (31 ДЕK 
1903) and cancelled with the 
double-circle three line date 
in Cyrillic. Usage period for 
this cancellation is recorded 
from 1883 – 1903. The 
cancellations are mainly in 
black, but also found in violet 
and also in red.  
 
Received at Kackova Post 
Telegraph Office 
(ПOЧTA.ТЕЛ.КОНТ.- code 
1) on the 1st January 1904, 
and cancelled with the single 
circle cds bearing the 
fractional date plug with a 4th 
slighter, smaller and blurred 
receiving single circle 
fractional datestamp, dated 
1st January 1904. 
 
What is interesting about this 
postcard (and the 2nd 
example on page 50), is that  
these were sent internally 
within the district of St 
Petersburg.  
 
Known examples so far 
recorded, (see page 90 in the 
Peel & Baillie Postmarks of St 

Petersburg 1865 – 1914 
publication, with further 
reference to both Dobin and 
Imhof) that bear this “Triple 
Circle” receiving mark, have 
been used for postal items 
that were sent abroad 
(including Finland).  
 
The usage period recorded 
thus far, for this “Triple 
Circle” receiving mark is 
1903 and 1904. Those so far 
recorded in 1903 bear the “5th 
Ekspeditsiya mark” of the 
Town Post and those 
recorded from 1904 bear the 
“1st Ekspeditsiya mark” of the 
Town Post. 
 
However, my 3rd example 
(page 50), shows that this 
card was despatched in 1904 
from 5th Ekspeditsiya, when 
known and recorded 
examples so far, appear to 
have been all sent in 1903. 
  
Can anyone add to, or 
comment further on this; 
does anyone have any further 
examples outside of this 
period that can be recorded?   
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20th November 1903 
 
Triple Circle three line cds receiving mark cancelling a 5k postal 
stationary “closed letter” (ЗАКРЫТОЕ ПИСМО).  
 
Received and despatched from the Town Post on the 20th 
November 1903 and cancelled in red with the double circle-
bridge cds, code “2” at 3 o’clock (barely visible letters/numbers). 
 
The destination town/city is unclear and the rate again indicates 
internal usage. 

22nd November 1904 
 
Triple Circle three line cds receiving mark cancelling a 7k postal 
stationary “closed letter” (ЗАКРЫТОЕ ПИСМО)  with the added 3k 
adhesive (double rate for postage outside Russia).  
 
Received and despatched from 5th Ekspeditsiya on the 22nd 
November 1904 and cancelled in black with the double circle-bridge 
with vertical shaded upper and lower segment cds, serial “1” . 
 
Addressed to a recipient in Hamburg, Germany. 

50 
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THE SOTCHI STAMPS:  

A PROVISIONAL ISSUE OF THE REPUBLIC OF GEORGIA IN 1918 

Dr Hans-Günther Grigoleit 

51 

In May 1918 Georgia became 
an independent republic; 
own stamps with the national 
emblem “St. George” were 
issued in May 1920. 
 
In 1962 P. T. Ashford 
explained in an article (BJRP 
31: 16-18) that the 1918 
Sotchi issue is not so much a 
postmaster’s provisional but 
a provisional issue of the 
Republic of Georgia.  It 
seems that the stamps were 
in use from autumn 1918 
until about May 1919, in the 
period when Sotchi was from 
April/May 1918 to May 1919 
in the hands of the Republic 
of Georgia.  Postal tariffs 
should therefore be identical 
to those in the Republic of 
Georgia, which was at the 
time 60K for unregistered 
local and Inter-Caucasian 
letters.  For this amount the 
Postmaster of  Sotchi, 
authorized by the governing 
Town Committee, had the 
stamps surcharged, probably 
in the latter half of 1918.  As 
Ashford quotes from a 
certificate issued in February 
1919, the Sotchi Post Office 
emitted 25 sheets of stamps 
(2500) surcharged in black 
60K  on 1K arms type 
(perforate and imperforate) 
and 60 sheets (6000 stamps) 
surcharged in black 60K on 
3K arms type.  According to 
Ashford only perforated 3K 
arms type stamps were used.  
However, Barefoot J and Hall 
A (Georgia, European 
Philately 11, 1983, p. 22) 
report that only 2500 stamps 
per denomination were 
surcharged and that only 
imperforate 3K stamps were 

overprinted, which appears 
to be correct.  The surcharge 
for both stamps was of the 
same design, i.e. 
typographically a black 60 
and a horizontal bar below in 
black to strike out the 
original denomination of the 
stamp. 
 
The only date stamp so far 
chronicled is Sotchi Chernom 
“b” (Ashford P. T. Georgia: 
Postal Cancellations 1918-
1923, 1991, p. 136).  A copy of 
this stamp is shown below as 
well as an arrival postmark 
Sotchi Chernom “sh”, 1915 on 
a stationary postcard. 
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Covers and cards appear to 
be very scarce.  Ashford 
(1962) reports about three 
covers postmarked by a very 
smudgy cancellation, 
probably with the date 
20.12.18.  In May 2013 in 
Vienna (Palais Dorotheum) a 
local letter was sold bearing a 
60K/ 1K perforate stamp.  
Unfortunately, the 
cancellation is very 
incomplete and neither the 
date nor the city’s name can 
be read. 
 
Mr Bessonoff (the Soviet 
Philatelist, 1926, 7: 59), who 
is a major source of 
information for Ashford’s 
article in BJRP, possessed 
one sheet of 1K  imperforates 
surcharged with 60 and the 
bar.  He stated that every 
surcharge on the sheet is 
more or less different due to 
the fact  that several differing 
founts of type were used.  
Two major varieties exist: 
stamp no. 88 shows “09” 
instead of “60” whilst no. 91 
shows “90” instead of “60”.  
In fact, the “6” is inverted in 
both cases.  The ten stamps 
at the bottom horizontal row 
of the sheet had no bar 
beneath the “60”. 
 
In the author’s collection 
there are a number of further 
varieties which will be 
presented below.  Copies are 
enlarged for better legibility 
of details. 
 
 

A. 
Block of four 1K  
perforate 
 
Stamps are surcharged with 
the same “60” fount.  It is 
about 2 mm high.  The bar is 
about 0.5 mm thick.  Upper 
left: “0” slightly elevated 
above the level of the “6”.  
Upper right: possibly no. 88 
(“09”) as described above, 
now from a perforated sheet.  
Lower pair: no bar beneath 
the “60”, possibly bottom 
horizontal row now from a 
perforated sheet.  The block 
is unused. 

52 
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C. 
Pairs of  1K  perforate or 
1K imperforate 
 
The fount used is that of the 
preceding block (B), upper 
pair. The bar is about 0.5 mm 
thick.  The “60” and the bar 
beneath “60” imperforate are 
slightly shifted to the left.  
The pairs are cancelled but 
details are not identifiable. 

53 

B. 
Block of four 1K  
imperforate 
 
Stamps are surcharged with 
two different “60” founts.  It 
is high 2.5 mm in the upper 
and 2 mm in the lower row.  
The bar is about 0.5 mm 
thick.  Lower left: “0” slightly 
elevated above the level of 
the “6”.  Lower pair: no bar 
beneath the “60” and lower 
right stamp “90” instead of 
“60”.  The block is used and 
it appears that it is cancelled 
with Sotchi Chernom “b”, 
possibly with the day date 
“15”. 
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D. 
Pairs of  1K  perforate or 
1K imperforate 
 
The fount used is about  4.5 
mm high with the upper part 
of the “6” ending in a “drop”.  
The bar is about 1 mm thick.  
The “60” and bar beneath 
“60” imperforate are shifted 
to the right and it appears 
that this pair is cancelled 
with Sotchi Chernom “b”.  
Details are not identifiable as 
on the perforated pair. 

E. 
Unused stamp 1K  
perforate or 1K 
imperforate 
 
The fount used is about  4 
mm high, the bar is slightly 
thinner than the one 
described in D above. The 
“60” is uniformly thick and 
with this fount the bar 
stretches over the entire 
width of the stamp. 

54 
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F. 
Pair of 3K imperforate 
and single copy 
 
The fount used is about  4 
mm high, the bar is slightly 
thinner than the one 
described in D above and 
stretches only in the single 
copy over the entire width of 
the stamp. 
 
Possibly, two founts are 
represented here.  The “60” 
is uniformly thick.  The pair 
is cancelled Sotchi Chernom 
“b”.  The date may be 15 with 
no clear month and year may 
be read as 19 (1919). 

G. 
3K imperforate single 
copy 
 
The surcharge is identical to 
that in pair D above.  The 
surcharge is not well centred 
and shifted to the left.  The 
cancellation is not legible.  

55 
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As mentioned before, covers 
and cards with the Sotchi 
issue are quite rare.  
Interestingly, in the 
collection presented here 5-6 
pieces are cancelled with 
Sotchi Chernom “b”. It may 
well be that all these 
cancelations are of philatelic 
nature because two pieces (B 
an F above) hint at a 15th in 
an unclear month and year.  
Furthermore, it is shown that 
a number of significantly 
different varieties exist and 
further ones cannot be 
excluded.  The printer 
obviously used any “6” and 
“0” fount available to fulfil 
his task.  Whether all copies 
presented here are genuine 
remains to be seen, since no 
reference material could be 
found.  So, this issue is a true 
reflection of the tumultuous 
times when it was prepared 
and brought into circulation. 

H. 
3K imperforate single 
copy 
 
The surcharge of “60” 
appears to be identical to the 
one described in B above.  
The bar however is much 
thinner.  Possibly, two founts 
are represented here.  The 
surcharge is not well centred 
and shifted to the left.  The 
cancellation is not legible. 

I. 
Pair of 3K imperforate 
and single copy 
 
The surcharge of “60” 
appears to be identical to the 
one described in B above.  
Cancellations hint at Sotchi 
Chernom “b”.  

56 
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Ukraine re-proclaimed it’s 
independence on 24.8.1991. 
 
Ukraine began to rebuild it’s 
own Army.  
 
Russian troops on active 
service in the Ukraine were 
returned to their own 
countries. Ukrainian troops 
on active service in Russia 
were returned to Ukraine. 
 
The Ukrainian Government 
continued with conscription 
for men over 18 years of age, 
2 years for the Ukrainian 
Army and 3 years for the Air-
Force or Navy. 
 
Free postage was available 
for all conscripts on active 
service in the Ukrainian 
Army, Air-Force and Navy. 
 
The Russians, who had 
occupied Ukraine for such a 
long time, had introduced 
their Russian language for 
the use of Ukraine’s army. So 
the newly re-established 
Ukrainian Army initially 
continued to use old Russian 
worded “Free of Postage’” 
handstamps until new 
Ukrainian worded “Free of 
Postage” handstamps became 
available. 
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TYPE 2 
 

(Plain star) 
 

In Russian 
 

Soldier’s Letter  
On Active Service 

Free of Postage 

TYPE 3 
 

(Cut out star) 
 

In Russian 
 

Soldier’s Letter  
On Active Service 
*Free of Postage* 

TYPE 1 
 

(Hammer & Sickle in star) 
 

In Russian 
 

Soldier’s Letter  
On Active Service 
*Free of Postage* 

UKRAINE ARMY “FREE OF POSTAGE” HANDSTAMPS 

Peter Cybaniak and Roman Dubyniak 
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New Ukrainian worded “Free 
of Postage” handstamps were 
provided for Ukrainian Army 
use for conscripts. 

TYPE 4 
 

(Trident) 
 

In Ukrainian 
 

Soldier’s Letter  
On Active Service 
*Free of Postage* 

TYPE 5 
 

(Ministry of Defence) 
 

In Ukrainian 
 

Soldier’s Letter  
On Active Service 

Free of Postage 

TYPE 6 
 

(Ministry of Special 
Situations) 

 
In Ukrainian 

 
Soldier’s Letter  

On Active Service 
*Free of Postage* 

TYPE 7 
 

(For Veterans) 
 

In Russian 
 

A Veteran’s Letter  
1995 

58 
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A cover (Fig. 1)  sent by 
serviceman of a Unit code No 
01084 “N” stationed at 
Symferopill, Krym region, to 
Mr Roman Stukan at 8 
Chandayev Street, Ternopil, 
Ukraine.  
 
The cover bears a violet 
outdated Soviet Union Army 
handstamp - Type 1 - with a 
star (hammer and sickle in 
centre), which reads 
“Serviceman’s Letter - Free of 
Charge - Active Service”. On 
top-right the cover bears a 
segmented square with hand 
drawn U(krainian) A(rmy) 
abbreviation. 
 
The cover is postmarked with 
a black outdated (star with 
hammer and sickle) Soviet 
Union “Symferop” machine-
cancel dated 4th August 1992. 
There is also a receiving 
outdated (star with hammer 
and sickle) Soviet Union 
“Ternopil” machine-cancel, 
dated 6th August 1992 on 
reverse side. 
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Fig. 2 

Fig. 1 

A cover (Fig. 2) sent by 
serviceman of a Marines Unit 
No A-4229, Naval Base 
“Novo-ozeme” near town 
“Evpatoria”, Crimea, Ukraine 
to Mr Andrew Vynnychenko, 
P.O.Box 21 at Mykolaiv Post 
Office Branch 38, Mykolaiv. 
 
The cover bears a black 
triangular Army handstamp 
with a Trident - Type 4 - in 
the centre which reads 
“Serviceman's Letter 
(abbreviated) - Free of 
Charge - Active Service”. 
 
On top-right are two hand 
drawn in black, abbreviated 
Unit details of the sender:  
“WMF” (The Navy) and 
”UA” (Ukrainian Army) 
 

The cover is postmarked with 
a black outdated (star with 
hammer and sickle) Soviet 
Union “Mykolaiv” machine-
cancel dated 19.o7.1996 on 
reverse side. 
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POLISH OCCUPATION OF SKALAT 

Edward Klempka  

60 

Skalat was briefly part of the 
Western Ukraine Peoples 
Republic until 16 July 1919 
when the town was captured 
by the Polish Army.  As a 
town, it had a mixed Polish, 
Jewish and Ukrainian 
population.  It remained part 
of the Kingdom of Poland 
until the 2nd world war, when 
it reverted to Ukrainian 
control. 
 
Austrian stamps were 
overprinted with Polish 
Eagle, the Polish Post, Skalat 
and were used during late 
1919.  Covers are rare, two of 
which are illustrated here. 
 

Fig. 1 

Austrian stamps 3h and 40h 
overprinted for use at Skalat 
on 11 November 1919.  Total 
franking 52h, being Postage 
25h, Registration fee 25h (2h 
overfranked).  On reverse, 
senders address at III 
Battalion, IV Company, I 
Platoon, Skalat. 

Fig. 2 
Austrian stamps overprinted 
for use during the Polish 
occupation of Skalat.  Cover 
from Skalat 14 November 
1919, addressed to Stanislau.  
On reverse, senders address 
J. Dienier, Skalat, Poland.  
Cover franked 53k (3k over 
franked on back, not 
cancelled), 25h Postage, 25h 
Registration fee. 

Fig. 1  

Fig. 2  
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REGIONAL POSTAL HISTORY OF UKRAINE 1917-1921:  

KHARKOV AND YEKATERINOSLAV GUBERNIAS (PART 1) 

Thomas Berger (Bern) and Alexander Epstein (Tallinn) 

If one attempts to summarize 
the classical postal history of 
Ukraine as a whole, one is 
often confronted with the 
heterogeneous development 
and the velocity of military 
operations reflected in the 
postal history [1]. While parts 
of the country were e.g. still 
under White control, other 
parts were already or still 
occupied by Red Army troops 
or Ukrainian forces. In a 
short series of articles we will 
therefore try to describe the 
postal history not of Ukraine 
in its entirety, but of parts 
with a common political and 
military background and 
history. To start this effort, 
we have selected Kharkov 
and Yekaterinoslav gubernias 
as examples of Ukrainian 
lands characterized by a large 
ethnic Russian community 
and a relatively high degree 
of industrialization. 
 
In future issues, we will 

present the “regional” postal 
history of Podolia and 
Volhynia as a part of the 
country with a strong support 
for the idea of Ukrainian 
independence, while in 
another article Odessa will be 
an example for an area with a 
“typical” sequence of 
Ukrainian, Red, and White 
administrations. The time 
period studied lasts from the 
declaration of Ukrainian 
autonomy in November 1917 
until August 1921, when the 
Soviet postage-free system 
was abandoned. We hope 
that this “regional” approach 
will help the reader to 
understand better the 
fascinating postal history of 
Ukraine.  
 
Prior to 1918, the Julian 
calendar (O.S.) was used in 
the territory of the former 
Russian Empire, except 
Finland. The Soviet Russia 
Government introduced the 

Gregorian calendar (N.S.) at 
the end of January 1918, so 
the 1st of February became 
the 14th. This calendar came 
into force also in the Soviet 
regions of Ukraine. The 
Central Rada followed this 
example soon afterwards: 16 
February became 1 March. A 
step back was done by the 
Volunteer Army occupying 
Ukraine in 1919: the 31st of 
August became the 19th. 
However this was in force for 
rather a short time until the 
Whites were driven out of 
Ukraine by the Red Army. All 
this should be taken into 
account when analysing the 
postmarks on covers.  
 
The dates in this article are 
given in both O.S./N.S. up to 
1/14 February 1918 and in 
N.S. as from 1 February [2].  
 
Figure legends give the dates 
in the datestamps. 
 

-
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I. 7/20 November 1917: 
Proclamation of 
autonomy of the 
Ukrainian National 
Republic (Українська 
Народна Республіка; 
UNR) by the Central 
Rada, still being in a 
federative union with 
Russia. 
 
Every article related to 
Ukrainian postal history has 
the problem, that there is no 
self-defined starting point. 
One could start with the 
declaration of independence 
by the Central Rada in 
January 1918, with the 
declaration of autonomy of 
the UNR by the Central Rada 
in November 1917, or with 
the February Revolution in 
1917, which opened the 
perspective for an 
independent Ukraine. We 
have chosen the declaration 
of autonomy in the third 
Universal (Fig H1), as this 
was the event which showed 
the Bolsheviks that they 
could not expect any 
subordination or even 
support from the Central 
Rada. The declaration of 
autonomy was initiated at 
least partially by the failed 
Soviet-organized Kiev 
uprising on 26-31 October/8-
13 November 1917 [3].  
 
 
The declaration of autonomy 
had no effect on the postal 
history of the country. There 
have been no changes with 
regard to the stamps and 
postmarks used or the rates 
and postal procedures in 
force until 14/27 January 
1918 (Fig PH1).  

Fig PH1 : R-letter 7.11.17 Kharkov to Geneva, 20 + 20 
= 40 kop.  Kerenski rate of 1.11.17, censorship in 
Moscow. 

Fig H1 : Proclamation of the Autonomy of Ukraine 
(Third Universal) in Kiev, November 1917.  Simon 
Petliura in the centre of picture (Taken from [4]). 
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II. 9/22 January 1918: 
Proclamation of 
independence of the 
UNR by the Central Rada 
 
The declaration of Ukrainian 
autonomy led to the 
consecutive proclamation of 
regional Soviet Republics in 
the southern and south-
eastern regions of Ukraine 
(see below in chapter III). As 
a reaction to the foundation 
of these Soviet Republics and 
the advance of Red troops 
deep into central Ukraine the 
Independent Ukraine was 
declared and the first treaty 
of Brest-Litovsk between 
Ukraine and the Central 
Powers was signed on 27 
January/9 February 1918 [5]. 
(Fig H2) 
 
After the declaration of 
independence, postal rates 
were changed on 15/28 
January 1918 leading for the 
first time to different tariffs 
in UNR-controlled and Soviet
-controlled areas. As the area 
under study was under Red 
administration (see chapter 
III), the new Ukrainian rates 
were not put in force 
officially in this area.  

III. 12/25 December 1917: 
Proclamation of a Soviet 
Government in Kharkov 
named also Ukrainian 
National Republic, later 
Ukrainian Soviet 
Republic (USR) as a 
federative part of the 
Soviet Russian Republic. 
(Fig H3) 
 
After the failed Kiev uprising 
in October/November 1917, 
Soviet supporters withdrew 
from central Ukraine to areas 
in eastern Ukraine, i.e. to 
Kharkov, at that time the 
largest Ukrainian city with a 

large Russian population [6]. 
In this area with a relatively 
high degree of 
industrialization communist 
ideas had a better support 
than in Kiev. In addition, a 
constant supply of men and 
material could be better 
organized there from 
neighbouring Russia. The 
Red troops had a military 
base in Kharkov and from 
there they started to conquer 
in January 1918, the south-
eastern parts of Ukraine 
(Yekaterinoslav gubernia, the 
iron-ore mining part of 
Kherson gubernia and 
mainland of Taurida 
gubernia) and advance also 
into the heart of the country. 

Kiev was captured by Red 
troops on 26 January/8 
February. The USR 
Government got over to Kiev 
but returned to Kharkov via 
Poltava when German troops 
came close to Kiev on 28 
February [7]. 
 
The Soviet administration led 
to a continuity of the rates 
introduced by the Kerenski 
administration in August / 
September 1917 (Fig PH2 - 
PH5). From 15/28 January 
1918, these rates differed 
from those in force in areas 
under UNR control. Rates 
are therefore an appropriate 
tool to name the 
administration in force.  

Fig H2 : Signature of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 
between Ukraine and Central Powers on 27 
January / 9 February 1918 (Taken from [4]). 

Fig H3 : Proclamation of a Soviet Government in 
Kharkov on 12/25 December 1917 (Taken from [8]). 
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Fig PH2 : Postcard 8.1.1918 Kharkov to Paris, 5 kop. 
Underpaying 8 kop. Kerenski rate abroad. 

Fig PH3 : Postcard 15.1.1918  Kharkov to Volmar, 
Livland Gub., 5 kop. Kerenski rate.  

IV. End of January / 
beginning of February 
1918: Establishment 
of the Donetsk - 
Krivoy Rog Soviet 
Republic (D/KR SR) 
originally as a part of 
the Russian Soviet 
Republic and 
comprising the whole 
Kharkov and 
Yekaterinoslav 
gubernias, mainland 
of Tauridia gubernia 
(without Crimea), and 
some industrial parts 
of Kherson gubernia 
(Krivoy Rog iron-ore 
basin) and of Don 
Cossack oblast of 
Russia.  
 
Both Soviet governments 
resided simultaneously 
for some time in Kharkov 
rivalling in the power, 
although the actual power 
in the major parts of this 
territory was in the hands 
of the D/KR SR that (as 
well as the USR), in its 
turn, obeyed the 
directives coming from 
Moscow [7,9]. On 19 
March the D/KR SR 
declared itself a part of 
the USR but actually the 
matters remained as 
before. In mid-March, the 
USR Government 
resettled in 
Yekaterinoslav where it 
remained until the 
German / Austrian 
occupation in April 1918. 
After occupation of 
Kharkov the D/KR SR 
Government resided for 
some time in Lugansk. 

Fig PH4 : R-cover 18.1.1918 Kharkov to Helsinki,   15 + 
20 = 35 kop. Kerenski interior rate. 
 
Finland became independent from Russia on 4.1.1918. 
However, inland rates continued to be applied for the 
mail to Finland for a few months. 
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The D/KR SR was 
formally liquidated as late 
as 17 February 1919 and 
its territory finally 
became  a part of 
Ukraine. 
 
Also in the Donetsk - 
Krivoy Rog Soviet 
Republic, first the 
Kerenski rates were in 
force (Fig PH6 - PH8) 
until they were replaced 
by the first Soviet tariff of 
28 February 1918 (Fig 
PH10 - PH13). The areas 
under Soviet control had 
of course still postal 
connections to Russia 
(Fig PH5-7,12), while 
areas under UNR control 
did not. As neither 
stamps, nor postmarks, 
nor other procedures of 
postal processes differed 
between UNR and Soviet-
controlled areas, rates are 
the only means to 
determine more or less 
definitively the 
administration in force of 
a given city at a given 
point in time, although 
not in every case. For 
instance, a R-letter was 
accepted on 15/28 
January in Yekaterinoslav 
and franked in 
accordance with the 1st 
Ukrainian rate, while this 
town was under the 
Soviet rule from as early 
as 29 December 1917 / 11 
January 1918 (Fig PH5). 
 
However, this mistake 
committed by the post 
was soon corrected. 

Fig PH5 : R-letter 15.1.1918 Yekaterinoslav to Moscow. 
25 + 25 = 50 kop. 15 Jan UNR rate.   
 
1st day of the new UNR rate used occasionally in the D/
KR SR. 
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Fig PH7 : Cover 24.1.1918 
Aptelnoje Yekaterinoslav 
Gub. to Revel, 15 kop. 
Kerenski rate. 

Fig PH8 : Postcard 24.2.1918 
Nizhnedneprovsk to 
Sinel’nikovo.  
5 kop. Kerenski rate.  
 
Last days of the Kerenski rate.  

Fig PH6 : R-letter 23.1.1918 
Yekaterinoslav to Moscow. 15 
+ 20 = 35 kop. Kerenski rate. 
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Fig PH10 : R-cover 4.3.1918 
Yuzovka Yekaterinoslav Gub. 
to Kharkov. 
 
Early use of the new 35 + 70 
= 105 kop. 28 Feb. Soviet 
rate. 

Fig PH11 : Postcard 19.3.1918 
Molochansk, Tavria Gub. to 
Karyukovka Chernigov Gub., 
delivered 11.4.1918.  5 kop., 
30 kop. doplatit 28 Feb. 20 
kop. Soviet rate.  
 
Posted directly prior to 
German occupation, 
delivered thereafter. 

Fig PH9 : Frontal half of 7-
kop letter-card sent as 
postcard 25.2.1918 Akhtyrka, 
Kharkov Gub. to Germany. 
Unknown rate. 
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Fig PH12 : Postcard 21.3.1918 
Kharkov to Moscow, 20 kop. 
28 Feb. Soviet rate. 

Fig PH13 : R-cover 3.4.1918 
Chetyrnadtsataya Rota, 
Yekaterinoslav Gub. to 
Yekaterinoslav, delivered 
4.5.1918, 35 + 70 = 105 kop. 
28 Feb. Soviet rate. 
 
Posted directly prior to 
German occupation, 
delivered thereafter. 
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V. February to April 
1918: Occupation of 
Ukraine by German and 
Austrian troops 
following the treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk between 
the UNR and the Central 
Powers. Kharkov is 
occupied on 8 April, 
Yekaterinoslav on 4 
April. 
 
After the first treaty of Brest-
Litovsk between Ukraine and 
the Central Powers on 27 
January / 9 February 1918 
the new allies of the UNR 
occupied entire Ukraine, 
starting from the old front 
positions in Western 
Volhynia, Galicia and 
Romania. The whole country 
was occupied until April 1918 
and the most eastern parts 
like the Kharkov and 
Yekaterinoslav gubernias 
under study where occupied 
at the end of this operation. 
After occupation of the whole 
country, on 29 April 1918 the 
socialist UNR government 
was replaced by the 
Ukrainian nationalist 
hetmanate led by Pavlo 
Skoropadsky (Ukrainian 
State, Українська держава, 
UD). This coup d'état was of 
course backed by the 
Germans. Under this new 
administration socialist 
developments like landlord’s 
expropriation were reverted 
while nationalist regulations 
were introduced. During 
summer and fall 1918 the 
Central Powers finally lost 
the war in the West and had 
to sign an armistice on 8 
November 1918. 
Immediately, Ukrainian 
socialist troops led by a UNR 
directorate under Wladimir 
Winnitschenko and Simon 
Petljura were deployed, while 
the hetmanate troops 
disintegrated and 

Fig H4 : German 
troops in Kiev in 
March 1918. 

Fig H5 : Hetman Pavlo 
Skoropadsky with Kaiser 

Wilhelm II in Berlin in 1918. 

Skoropadsky fled to 
Germany. Also in Kharkov up 
to January 1919 the power 
was transferred to the hands 
of UNR supported by the 
Zaporizh’e Corps, a part of 
the Ukrainian troops, while 
in Yekaterinoslav it was 
divided between the UNR 
and Bolsheviks [7, 10].  
 
The time period from April to 
November 1918 was 
characterized by a relative 
stability in Ukraine due to 
the presence of German and 
Austrian troops, at least, as 
concerns the postal service; 
although a regular 
forwarding of mail was 
occasionally interrupted 
because of e.g. strikes of 
railway workers. However, 
the philately of these months 
is multifaceted with events 
characterizing the philately 
of Independent Ukraine. One 
has to name here especially 
the issue of the first 
Ukrainian stamps, the Shahiv 
issue (Fig PH30 - PH33,  
PH35, PH36), and the 
“nationalization” of Russian 
stamps and postal stationery 
with Trident overprints (Fig 
PH26 - PH30, PH33 - PH34, 
PH36 - PH37) accomplished 
mainly at the post / telegraph 
offices of the gubernia 
centres. It was in this case 
Kharkov and Yekaterinoslav, 
although trident issues made 

in other provinces could be 
and were sometimes used as 
well.  
 
The postal history of these 
months, on the contrary, was 
characterized by continuity. 
Until November 1918 there 
were no changes in 
postmarks or rates, thus the 
old UNR rates of 15 January 
1918 came again into force in 
April 1918 in Kharkov and 
Yekaterinoslav gubernias 
(Fig PH14 - PH32). One can 
find a lot of material from 
that time, as there have been 
many stamp collecting 
officers and servicemen in 
the German and Austrian 
troops located in Ukraine. 
The difficulty is not to find 
material but to find non-
philatelic material. In 
summer 1918 postal 
connections abroad were re-
established for shorter or 
longer time periods, at least 
with Central Power’s 
countries and areas occupied 
by them, as well as with 
Soviet Russia. 
 
At the end of the year few 
“ukrainized” postmarks (e.g. 
“Kharkiv”) were introduced 
which were in use for many 
years. In addition, on 15 
November 1918 new UD-
rates were introduced to 
match the on-going inflation 
(Fig PH 33 - PH37). 
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Fig PH14 : Printed matter 
20.4.1918 Belopole Kharkov 
Gub. to Korenevo, 10 kop. 15 
Jan UNR rate. 
 
Early philatelic use of the re-
established UNR rates only 
twelve days after occupation 
of Kharkov. 

Fig PH15 : Cover 26.4.1918 
Kharkov to Alekseevo-
Leonovo, Don Oblast , 25 
kop. 15 Jan UNR rate. 

Fig PH16 : Postcard 4.5.1918 
Yekaterinoslav Vokzal to 
Rostov/Don, 10 kop. 15 Jan 
UNR rate but taxed in Rostov 
as rates similar to the 
Ukrainian ones were 
introduced in the Don region 
later, not earlier than August 
1918.  
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Fig PH17 : R-letter 13.5.1918 
Kharkov to Pikovo, Podolia 
Gub., 25 + 25 = 50 kop. 15 
Jan UNR rate. 

Fig PH18 : Local R-Cover 
31.5.1918 within 
Yekaterinoslav, sent to the 
Austrian commanding officer 
of that city, 20 + 25 = 45 kop. 
15 Jan UNR rate. 

Fig PH19 : Local cover 
13.7.1918 Koksharovo Ekat. 
Gub. to Ekaterinoslav, 20 
kop. 15 Jan UNR rate. 
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Fig PH21 : Postcard 27.7.1918 
(written on) Yekaterinoslav 
(mute pmk) to Hamburg, 
Germany. 10 kop. 15 Jan 
UNR rate. 

Fig PH22 : R-Cover 3.8.1918 
Aleksandrovsk 
Yekaterinoslav Gub. to 
Kharkov, (2 x 25) + 25 = 75 
kop. 15 Jan UNR 2nd weight 
rate. 
 
Use of this Numerator 
registration mark known 
since October 1917. 

Fig PH20 : R-Cover 16.7.1918 
Kharkov to Kiev, 25 + 25 = 
50 kop. 15 Jan UNR rate.  
 
Use of Numerator 
registration mark at the 5th 
city post office not known 
before. 
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Fig PH24 : Postcard 6.9.1918 
Druzhkovka, Yekat. Gub. to 
Vienna. 10 kop. 15 Jan UNR 
rate. 

Fig PH23 : R-Cover 
30.8.1918 Kramatorskaya 
Khark. Gub. to 
Yekaterinoslav, 50 kop. 15 
Jan UNR rate. 
 
Use of this Numerator 
registration mark is not 
known before. 
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Fig PH25 : Local R-Cover 
12.9.1918 within 
Yekaterinoslav, (2 x 20) + 25 
= 65 kop. 15 Jan 2nd weight 
UNR rate. 

Fig PH26 : Postcard 
20.9.1918 Yekaterinoslav to 
Warsaw. 10 kop. 15 Jan UNR 
rate. 

Fig PH27 : Cover 24.9.1918 
Pavlograd Yekaterinoslav 
Gub. to Yekaterinoslav, 25 
kop. 15 Jan UNR rate. 
  
Mixed trident and non-
trident franking possible 
until the end of September 
1918. 
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Fig PH28 : R-letter 3.10.1918 
Vechernii-Kut, 
Yekaterinoslav Gub. to Kiev. 
50 kop. 15 Jan UNR rate. 
 
Obligatory use of Trident-
overprinted stamps since 
1.10.1918. 

Fig PH29 : Cash on delivery 
cover 19.10.1918 
Yekaterinoslav to 
Yenakiyevo, 3% transfer 
amount, 0.25 + 0.25 + 43.11 
= 43.61 rub. 15 Jan UNR rate. 
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Fig PH30 : Postcard 
3.11.1918 Sumy Khar. to 
Byelgorod, 10 kop. 15 Jan 
UNR rate. 

Fig PH31 : R-Cover 11.11.1918 
Veselye Terny Yekaterinoslav 
Gub. to Yenakiyevo, (6 x 25) 
+ 25 = 175 kop. 15 Jan UNR 
6th weight rate. 
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Fig PH32 : R-Cover 
12.11.1918 Kharkov to 
Yenakiyevo, (2 x 25) + 25 = 
75 kop. 15 Jan UNR 2nd 

weight rate with Avis de 
reception fee. 

Fig PH33 : R-cover 15.11.1918 
Kharkov to Rostov/Don, (3 x 
35) + 50 = 155 kop. 15 Nov 
UD 3rd weight rate.  
 
1st day of the new rate. 
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Fig PH34 : Cash on delivery 
cover 20.11.1918 Kharkov to 
Kiev, 5% transfer amount, 35 
+ 50 + 210 = 295 kop. 15 Nov 
UD rate, overpaid by 5 kop. 
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Fig PH35 : R-cover 
28.11.1918 Vechernii-Kut 
Yekaterinoslav Gub. to 
Kharkov, 35 + 50 = 85 kop. 
15 Nov UD rate. 
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Fig PH36 : Letter 4.12.1918 
Sinel’nikovo, Yekat. Gub. to 
Yekaterinoslav. 35 kop. 15 
Nov. UD rate. 
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Fig PH37 : Letter 2nd weight 
rate 1?.12.1918 Chugugol, 
Yekaterinoslav to 
Yenakiyevo, (2 x 35) = 70 
kop. 15 Nov. UD rate. 
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Part II in the next issue of the BJRP will deal with the changes in the years 1919 to 1921 and it will 
summarize the peculiarities of the postal history in the Kharkov and Yekaterinoslav gubernias. 
The present article will also be printed in German language in the Deutsche Zeitschrift für Russland-
Philatelie (DZRP) and in Russian language in the RUS Journal of Russian, Ukrainian and Soviet 
Philately.  

Fig PH38 : Postcard 
23.1.1919 Yekaterinoslav to 
Zheltaya Reka, 
Yekaterinoslav Gub., 20 kop. 
15 Nov UD rate. 
 
Yekaterinoslav was still 
under UNR rule and not 
occupied by the Red Army 
earlier than 29 January. 
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A CARD FROM PRINCE KOSLOWSKY 

Peter Chadwick 

81 

I just acquired a postcard, 
stamped on the picture side, 
showing a man in winter 
clothes, with three horses, 
with a signature printed 
under the picture.  The 
printed signature is Furst 
Koslowski.   
 
On the address side, a 
handstamp where the 
postage stamp would 
normally be, “Prince 
Koslowsky, Moscou, Rue de 
Vieilles Ecuries 43”.   The two 
postmarks, of June 1906, are 
a departure postmark which 
is almost illegible but 
appears to be a district of 
Moscow, and the Danish 
arrival mark. 
 
The card is addressed to 
Lyngby, in Denmark, 
enquiring in German the 
whereabouts of some 
princess. 
 
The famous Prince Koslowski 
was a Russian diplomat and 
savant early in the 19th 
century (Napoleon era and 
just after).  In 1891, a Prince 
Koslowski, a 16-year-old, 
travelled steerage to the 
United States, and 
immigrated as a labourer. 
   
I am attaching copies of both 
sides of the card.  Can anyone 
enlighten me about this 
prince? 
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THE FINAL POSTAL STATIONERY OF WESTERN UKRAINE 

Peter Cybaniak and Roman Dubyniak 
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In July 1919 the Western 
Ukraine army due to lack of 
ammunition, some 100,000 
personnel, crossed the border 
into Eastern Ukraine. 
 
The second half of 1919 
found Eastern Ukraine in 
complete turmoil. Ukraine 
was now governed by the 
socialist government of the 
‘Dyrektoria’. The ‘Dyrektoria’ 
only had one aim, that was to 
establish ‘Ukrainian 
Socialism’ as a beacon of 
light for the civilised world.  
 
In Ukraine there was now no 
ruling class and the middle 
class too, such as doctors and 
teachers, was also to be 
abolished. Ukraine was now 
to be ruled by the ’working 
class’. Peasants spent their 
time plundering the estates 
of the former ruling class. 
 
Ukraine was now fighting 
Russian communist forces 
from the North with its 
communist brand of 
socialism, that is—no private 
ownership of land for 
anyone. The communist 
party would allocate the use 
of land by the needs of the 
party faithful! 
 
Ukraine was also at war with 
Denikin’s white Russian 
forces to the east who wanted 
to bring back the old Czarist 
Russia and restore the class 
system. 
 
Western Ukraine had arisen 
from the ruins of the former 
Austro-Hungarian Empire. It 
too had its own brand of 
socialism—that was simply 
for there to be no ruling 

class. So for soldiers of the 
Western Ukraine Army a 
working class and a middle 
class with private ownership 
of land was the way forward. 
So now, uniting with 
Denikin’s forces looked 
attractive, especially as 
Denikin was receiving help 
from the Western Powers 
(England and France)! 
 
The socialist policies of the 
Ukrainian National Republic 
were now to be found in the 
organization of the army of 
the U.N.R. Commanders 
were no longer selected as to 
rank but as to their socialist 
beliefs. 
 
This resulted in the well 
disciplined Western Ukraine 
army, whose commanders 
were selected by rank, being 
unable to integrate with 
soldiers of the Ukrainian 
National Republic. The 
‘Dyrectoria’ of  the U.N.R. 
regarded them with great 
suspicion. Western Ukraine 
army units were passed 
around from pillar to post.  
 
Needing medical help, 
because of typhus, they 
eventually signed a treaty 
with Denikin’s forces. Finally 
in 1920 the Russians turned 
the remnants of the Western 
Ukraine army into the ‘Red 
Western Ukraine Army’. 
 
It was here in Eastern 
Ukraine that the Supreme 
Command of the 
Western Ukraine Army 
produced the last 2 postal 
stationery items of Western 
Ukraine. 
 

They were designed by First- 
Lieutenant Rodion Kovalskiy, 
Head of Intelligence of the 
Supreme Command. 
 
See Litopys Chervonoyi Kalyny for 
September 1930 - No. 9, page 8 
article by Mykola Sekretar. 
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Type 1 
Supreme Command of 
the Western Ukraine 
Army 
 
This was a 3 part postal 
stationery card for the use of 
Western Ukraine army 
personnel, to correspond 
with their families in 
Western Ukraine. The first 
was for the use of the sender, 
the second part was for the 
reply of his family, the 3rd 
part contained ‘Instructions 
of how to write in order that 
the card is delivered to your 
family and that you receive a 
reply’. The first 7 instructions 
were what could be written 
on the card and how it should 
be addressed. The 8th 
instruction was  that this 
portion of the card be 
removed before sending. The 
card bore the official ‘small’ 
trident of Ukraine (trident 
surrounded by leaves). 
 
The very first mention of a 
Type 1 postal stationery card 
of Western Ukraine is found 
in the Ukrainian Philatelist 
dated September-October 
1926 with an illustration of 
the front portion of the card 
in an article by Volodymyr 
Kyprian. 
 
The first full illustration of 
this Type 1 3-part postal 
stationery card is found in 
the Ukrainian Philatelist 
dated January-February 1931 
in an article by Yevhen 
Vyroviy. He gives the 
dimensions of the individual 
portions of the card as 14 x 
9.5 cm. 
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Type 1 prepared for 
sending by Western 
Ukraine Army, 
Ukrainian Legion 
Brigade (1st Brigade), 
Platoon commander 
Volodymyr Kyprian, 
Field Post 74, to a family, 
Roman Vyniarskiy, 
Zyblykevych street, 
Buchach, Halychyna 
(Western Ukraine) 
 
The card is printed in correct 
Ukrainian. The card is 
headed ‘The Ukrainian 
National Republic’. This is 
quite correct as Western 
Ukraine become part of the 
Ukrainian National Republic 
on the 22nd January 1919. It 
has the ‘small’ official trident 
of the Ukrainian National 
Republic. At the left the text 
reads ‘The address of the 
sender’. Here we can just 
make out the name of the 
sender Volodymyr Kyprian. 
On the address part we find 
printed ‘Halychyna’ (Galicia). 
Handwritten we have 
Buchach and the name of the 
street where the recipient 
family lived. There is also a 
handstamp on the card of the 
Ukrainian Legion Brigade of  
the Western Ukraine Army.  
 
He confirms that there was 
indeed an agreement with 
the Polish authorities that 
there was to be a courier 
system for mail of Western 
Ukraine Army soldiers to 
their families in Western 
Ukraine and for their reply, 
but could not confirm that 
such a system actually came 
into effect. He states that the 
card was issued to him as a 
soldier of the Western 
Ukraine Army in November 
1919, and that there was such 
a turmoil that the card was 
never sent and that he still 
had it amongst his 
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possessions when he was 
released from captivity from 
the prisoner of war camp in 
Tukhola (Poland) to return to 
Polish occupied Western 
Ukraine. 
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Type 2 
Supreme Command of the Western Ukraine Army 
 
This Type 2, 2-part postcard is illustrated in the Ukrainian 
Philatelist dated July-August 1938 in an article by Mykola 
Sekretar on the final postal stationery of Western Ukraine. 
 
We see the instruction part is now no longer included—probably 
to save paper as there was simply a shortage of everything. 
 
The ‘small’ official trident of the Ukrainian National Republic 
has also been removed and replaced by a ‘Postal’ trident, 
perhaps to distance the Western Ukraine Army from the official 
Ukrainian National Republic Army. 
 
Seichter illustrated this exact same card in his 1966 catalogue. It 
finally surfaced, this unique (to date) last postal stationery of 
Western Ukraine, at the Raritan Stamp auction in December 
2012—and our Foundation became it’s current curator! 
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MOUNTAIN AUTONOMOUS SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC  

(GORSKAYA ACCP, BERGREPUBLIK) 

Dr Hans-Günther Grigoleit 

87 

On the 20th January 1921 a 
Congress of Mountaineers 
was convened in Vladikavkaz. 
Moscow sent the People’s 
Commissar for Nationalities, 
Stalin, to the Congress.  
Stalin explained to the 
Congress the policy of the 
Soviet government regarding 
nationalities and the 
condition that the authority 
of the Moscow Soviet 
government would be 
recognized. 
 
Furthermore, he declared 
that the Soviet government 
recognises the internal 
sovereignty and 
independence of the 
mountaineers.  In the name 
of his government, he 
recommended the creation of 
a unique “Mountain 
Autonomous Soviet Socialist 
Republic” (Gorskaya ACCP, 
Bergrepublik), endowed with 
a large measure of autonomy. 
 
The Soviet Mountain 
Republic was proclaimed as a 
result of this agreement 
between the Mountaineers’ 
representatives and the 
Soviets.  It comprised of  
Chechnya, Ingushetia, 
Ossetia, Kabarda, Balkaria 
and Karachay.   
 
Daghestan was declared an 
independent Soviet Republic.  
Thus was created a 
completely unnatural Soviet 
Republic with a Soviet 
emblem on its banner and a 
Shariat constitution. 
Several Cossack settlements 
(stanitsa) were transferred 
into to the Russian interior  
on the  orders of Stalin and 

Ordzhonikidze, and the lands 
were returned to the 
Chechens and Ingush 
(including those that the 
population had previously 
seized). 
 
In the course of the 
centralization on Moscow 
and depravation of power of 
the leading figures in the 
republic, a gradual though 
systematic process was the 
liquidation of the Soviet 
Mountain Republic which 
ceased to exist in 1924, the 
Soviet government having 
already created six 
autonomous regions: 
Kartachay-Cherkessia (12 
January 1922), Kabardino-

Balkaria  (16 January  1922), 
Adhyghe (27 July 1922), 
Chechen (20 November 
1922), Ingush (7 July 1924) 
and Northern Assetia (7 July 
1924). 
 
The area of the republic was 
over 73,000 square km, the 
population was about 
800,000 and there were two 
cities, Vladikavkas in Ossetia 
and Grozny in Chechnya. 
 
Note:  Occasionally, the 
Gorskaya ACCP is also 
named “Dagestan” however, 
Dagestan was declared an 
independent Soviet Republic 
at that time. 

Territories of Mountain ASSR in 1921 

Stalin  
(centre) and 
Ordzhonikidze 
(left) 1925 

Terek Province 

~~ 

Chechen 
district 
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The Gorskaya ACCP within 
the original territory did exist 
for only about one year and 
for a short time arms type 
stamps 2K (perforated and 
imperforated, Michel 64 A,  
64 B), 5K (perforated and 
imperforated, Michel 67 A, 
67 B) and 10K  (perforated, 
Michel 69 A) were in use with 
an overprint as shown below.  
The inscription reads Γ C C P 
(GSSR). 
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Obviously, these stamps were 
not very much in use.  Prices 
for copies cancelled with 
date/place, meeting the 
above mentioned time frame 
are quoted 2-3 fold over 
those unused (Michel, 
Stanley Gibbons).  
Accordingly, covers appear to 
be rather rare and only a few 
ones are known. 

Enlarged images of all Gorskaya ACCP stamps issued 

2K perforated mint and block of four imperforated, cancelled, 
Vladkavkas 23.8.1922 

5K perforated mint and used, and 5K imperforated 

10K perforated 
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Cover from Grozny to 
Kislovodsk (2) 
 
 

Cover from Grozny to 
Kislovodsk (1) 
 
Datestamp Grozny 
24.10.1922 and arrival post 
mark Kislovodsk 26.10.1922. 
 
The 5R local rate was not 
accepted by the Soviet 
Administration and 20R 
postage due was raised, 
which is twice the applicable 
rate. The stamp was carefully 
not cancelled. 
 
The Soviet rate for inter city 
mail between 15.4.1922 and 
11.10.1922 was 50,000 
roubles (the 5 kopek stamp 
revalued to 50,000 
roubles ?). This cover posted 
24 October when the rate 
was 10 roubles(1922). The 
stamp has been ignored for 
postage and double 
deficiency of 20 roubles
(1922) has been charged .  

-rr. 
.'.....~ 
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Cover from Vladikavkas 
to Reval 
 
The Cover with a postage of 
45R is cancelled 23.8.1922. 
 
Vladikavkas with transit 
postmark Moscow  29.8.1922 
and arrival stamp Tallinn 
10.9.1922 (10IX). 

Pane of stamps 
 
Genuine overprints made by 
the Soviet Administration in 
1925 with the original 
stempels an ink without an 
oily component and sold by 
the Soviet Philatelic Society. 
 
2K perforated. 

The Soviet rate between 1.7.1922 and 
25.10.1922 was 45 roubles (1922). 
 
The Soviet revaluation in this period 
was 1 kopek equals 1 rouble (1922). Thus 
this cover franked at 45 roubles (1922) is 
correctly franked. .. .... . ' . .</ . ,_ --~-:·r-

-. . 
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Pane of stamps 
5k perforated. 

Pane of stamps 
10k perforated. 
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ROMANIAN OCCUPATION OF POKUTIA 

Edward Klempka  

92 

On 26 May 1919 the 
Romanian army took over 
the Kolomea district of 
Western Ukraine.  They 
quickly established postal 
services. 
 
Initially only official mail was 
delivered, later Austrian 
stamps were overprinted 
C.M.T., meaning “The 
Territorial Military 
Command”.  The stamps 
were priced in Austrian 
currency of three values, 40h, 
60h and 1k 20h. 
 
Stamps were despatched to 
post offices in Delyatin, 
Horodenka, Kolomea, 
Lanchyn, Snyatyn, 
Pechenizhyn, Zabolotiv and 
Obertyn. 
 
Postage stamps, postage dues  
and stamped post cards were 
overprinted. 

The stamps were issued on 14 
June 1919 following an 
official announcement made 
by the Army of Occupation of 
Pokutia.  
 
The overprinting was made 
by way of boxed handstamp 
containing the letters C.M.T. 
and the new value. 
 
Invariably, some mistakes in 
overprinting were made: 
 

60h on 20h inverted 
overprint and, 

60h on 20h double overprint. 
 
The ink used was blue black 
in colour, watery by nature, 
resulting in a slightly blurred 
impression. 

Later reprints (August 1919) 
were made available to 
philatelists.  The overprints 
were made using the original 
handstamp but can be 
distinguished by the colour of 
the ink, either a lighter blue 
or a deeper blue shade. 
 
The Romanian occupation 
ended on 20 August 1919, 
when the post offices who 
were still holding the stamps 
returned them to the military 
command.  On 21 August 
1919 following the 
withdrawal of Romanian 
forces, Polish forces took 
control of Pokutia. 
 
Used stamps are rare and 
covers are rarely seen;  the 
following 8 covers illustrate 
the use of these stamps. 

Postage Stamps 

Values 
overprinted 

number remainder 

40h on 5h 8 - 

60h on 15h 4,500 12 

60h on 20h 16,000 5,190 

60h on 25h 3,200 - 

60h on 30h 2,600 - 

1k 20h on 50h 2,600 130 

1k 20h on 60h 40 - 

1k 20h on 1k 820 - 

Postage Dues 

Values 
overprinted 

number remainder 

40h on 5h 800 41 

1k 20h on 25h 
(1910 issue) 

118 30 

1k 20h on 25h 
(1916 issue) 

120 - 

1k 20h on 30h 17 - 

1k 20h on 50h 
on 42h 

(1917 issue) 
15 2 

Postcards 

Values 
overprinted 

number remainder 

40h on 10h 1,000 - 
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Newspaper wrapper 
addressed to Ivan 
Chernyavsky and posted 2 
August 1919 (prior to the 
arrival of reprints) at 
Kolomea.   
 
40h on 5h one of the 8 issued 
stamps, I Chernyavsky was 
responsible for the creation 
of these stamps. (Fig. 1) 

Official registered letter from 
Pechenizhyn 9 July 1919 
addressed to the district 
court at Kolomea. 
 
Censored at Pechenizhyn by 
Ukrainian and Romanian 
authorities.  Oval Ukrainian 
trident censor and boxed 
Romanian Army of 
Occupation censored at 
Kolomea.   
 
The envelope was turned and 
reused during the Polish 
occupation of Kolomea. 
(Fig. 2)  

Registered letter from 
Horodenka on 17 July 1919 
addressed to the district 
court at Kolomea. 
 
Overprinted Austrian stamps 
60h on 20h and two 1k 20h 
on 1k stamps total  franking 
3k, comprising 1k 
registration fee, 3 x 60k = 1k 
80h triple weight postage 
and 20h obligatory tax.   
 
The cover illustrates the use 
of Austrian registration 
labels and Austrian 
datestamps. (Fig. 3) 
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Registered letter franked 3 x 
60h = 1k 80h total franking, 
comprising 1k registration 
fee, 60h postage and 20h 
obligatory taxation.  (Fig 4a)   
 
The cover from Horodenka is 
addressed to Roman 
Hankevych, Solicitor,  
Kolomea.  It is censored at 
Horodenka and bears the 
Austrian registration label.  
The stamps have been 
cancelled by the Austrian 
datestamp. (Fig 4b)  

Fig. 4a 

Fig. 4b 

Fig. 5 

Registered letter from 
Snyatyn to Kolomea franked 
1k 80h, comprising 
registration fee 1k, postage 
60h and obligatory tax 20h. 
 
Censored with boxed military   
censor at Snyatyn. 
(Fig. 5) 
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Fig. 6a 

Fig. 6b 

Fig. 7 

Fig. 6a and Fig. 6b the front 
and back of the cover. 
 
Registered letter from 
Snyatyn to district court at 
Kolomea. 
 
Cover franked 2 x 1k 20h, 
total 2k 40h, comprising 1k 
registration, two postage 
weight 2 x 60h = 1k 20h and 
obligatory tax 20h. 
 
Boxed military censor at 
Snyatyn on front and 
Romanian military post 
division VIII.  9 July 1919 
datestamp on reverse. 

Registered letter from 
Obertyn (13 August 1919) to 
Kolomea franked at 2k 40h, 
comprising registration fee 
1k, double weight postage (2 
x 60h) of 1k 20h and 20h 
obligatory tax. (Fig. 7) 
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Fig. 8 

Official letter (free frank) 
bearing cache of the 
Magistrates Court at 
Horodenka to Kolomea. 
Posted 20 July 1919. 
 
Boxed army of occupation 
Pokutia, censored, 
Horodenka. (Fig. 8) 
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BOOK REVIEW 
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The G.H. Kaestlin 
Collection of Imperial 
Russian and Zemstvo 
Stamps 
 
By Thomas Lera & Leon 
Finik 
 
Published by Smithsonian 
Institution Scholarly Press, in 
cooperation with the 
National Postal Museum, 
Washington DC, USA. 
 
ISBN 978-1-935623-11-3   
307pp. Hardback, full colour. 
 
Reviewed by Terry Page 

FRPSL 

 
George H. Kaestlin (c.1893- 
c.1970 – exact dates 
unknown) was a Russian 
born Swiss citizen who took 
up residence in England in 
1939.  He was a somewhat 
reclusive collector, never 
joining our Society, never 
exhibiting internationally, 
and never publishing a single 
article. His previously 
unknown collection was 
donated in the early 1980’s to 

the Smithsonion Institution 
by his American great niece, 
but it has only recently been 
revealed. Central to this 
magnificently crafted book is 
the fastidiously intelligent 
detail of Kaestlin’s own write-
up which retrospectively 
confirms his philatelic 
eminence. The illustrations 
(on virtually every page) are 
beautifully reproduced and 
accompanied by well 
researched historic and 
philatelic commentary from 
the two authors.  
 
The introductory section is 
devoted to the first Russian 
adhesive. Not the regularly 
issued  “No.1”, but the 
legendary 1857 Tiflis Town 
Post stamp, of which only five 
copies are recorded. The 
accompanying narrative is 
based largely on original 
research by co-author Leon 
Finik as well as Kaestlin’s 
informative write-up of his 
own copy. Following on from 
this are 60 pages showing the 
stamps and postal stationery 
of the Imperial Russian post 
including the Kingdom of 
Poland, Russian Levant and 
Wenden. These present a 
stunning array of classical 
issues, with multiples 
(including a 4block of No.1), 
essays, proofs, postal 
stationery and important 
covers. Several of these 
treasures were acquired by 
Kaestlin from the early 
collections of Ferrari and 
Fabergé.   

The longest part of this work, 
over 200 pages, is devoted to 
the zemstvo issues of Russia. 
The representative selection 
of Kaestlin’s album leaves 
show material from all of the 
164 stamp issuing 
authorities, each one 
augmented with the authors’ 
introductory comments.  
 
Newcomers to zemstvo 
philately will appreciate the 
vast range and scope of the 
illustrated material as well as 
the informative text 
explaining the historic 
background to these issues 
and discussing the variety of 
production and printing 
methods employed.   
 
Advanced collectors will be 
rewarded with a new and rare 
opportunity to study 
benchmark copies of some of 
the great zemstvo rarities, all 
reproduced faithfully in 
superb colour. 

The <j.Jf. <J(gestlin Collection of 

IMPERIAL RUSSIAN 

AND ZEMSTVO STAMPS 
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OBITUARY - NORMAN AMES 17th Dec. 1944 - 16th Feb. 2013 

Terry Page 
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Norman Ames, an honorary 
life member, will be 
remembered for the active 
and dedicated service he gave 
to the Society over many 
years, joining in 1982 and 
becoming Secretary in 1984. 
In 2009 he accepted the 
office of Treasurer whilst still 
continuing as Secretary. He 
performed these two highly 
demanding roles until 
serious illness forced him to 
retire at the end of 2011. 
 
As was often the case in post 
war Britain, Norman’s 
interest in stamps started at 
primary school. Swapping 
duplicates in the playground 
and making occasional visits 
to his local stamp shop to 
spend small amounts from 
his weekly pocket money. 
After grammar school 
Norman went up to Exeter 
University where he read 
maths and physics, and 
following his graduation 
went on to gain professional 
actuarial qualifications. His 
sharp mind and great ability 
enabled him to develop a 
highly successful and 
rewarding career in the City 
of London as an executive 
director and later Chief 
Executive in the financial 
services industry. Whilst at 
work, he met his wife Carol 
and enjoyed a happy 
marriage until her tragically 
premature death from cancer 

in 2008. 
 
Norman succeeded in 
building up a superb 
collection of Imperial 
Russian and Soviet stamps 
which eventually included 
many of the great rarities as 
well as essays, proofs and 
sheets. At that time Soviet 
material was much maligned 
to the extent of being almost 
ignored, but Norman had a 
shrewd determination to 
swim against the stream and 
make this neglected period 
the centre of his interest. 
Somewhere along the line, he 
became interested in covers 
as well as stamps, however he 
would have been the first to 
admit that his approach to 
the hobby was that of a 
collector rather than a postal 
historian. His selection of 
material was primarily driven 
by rarity and condition, and 
he considered the spoils of 
the hunt for the very best 
available, to be an indulgent 
reward in itself. He was 
however a modest and 
reclusive collector, rarely 
displaying or even discussing 
the extent of his collection 
with others, and very much 
inclined to hide his light 
under a bushel. Some twelve 
years ago, Norman became 
interested in Zemstvo 
philately and he succeeded in 
forming a very fine collection 
including a substantial 
number of rare stamps and 
important covers. He also 
formed significant collections 
of Albania and Romania and 
even enjoyed dabbling in 
Latin America. For many 
years he served as Secretary 
of the Albanian Study Group.  

For Norman philately was a 
great source of pure 
relaxation and enjoyment 
supplementing the many 
other strings he had to his 
bow. He was a Justice of the 
Peace, serving for many years 
as a senior magistrate on the 
Swindon bench. He 
appreciated the arts, 
especially opera which being 
a common interest 
encouraged us to enjoy 
performances together at 
Covent Garden and 
Glyndebourne. He was a 
student of the Italian 
language, an avid reader on a 
multitude of subjects, and a 
keen leisure traveller (often 
to remote places ranging 
from Moldavian monasteries 
to Lake Titicaca!). Together 
we visited California for the 
2009 Rossicapex show, 
where, as President and 
Secretary, we flew the BSRP 
flag and met our ROSSICA 
colleagues.  Norman was, 
above all, a brilliant and 
enthusiastic administrator 
who gave his very best to our 
Society.  During my term of 
almost ten years as President 
we worked very closely 
together. I experienced at 
first hand his workman-like 
tenacity and determination 
to tackle the numerous 
important issues which arose 
during this period. He is a 
great loss to the Society, and 
as a good friend, to me and 
my wife personally. 
 
Norman leaves, a son, 
Alexander, as well as his 
mother, two sisters and a 
brother, to each of whom we 
extend our deepest sympathy 
for their sad loss. 
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A life-long collector 
reveals all - John Lea  
(BSRP member since 1959)  
At the invitation of the 
President of the Royal 
Philatelic Society, John is to 
give a display in celebration 
of his nearly 70 years of 
membership of the Royal. 
 
John will be showing up to 
588 pages in the frames  
from 1 pm until about 6pm 
on Thursday 19 December 
2013 at the Royal Philatelic 
Society, 41 Devonshire Place 
London W1G 6JY, UK . 
 
Included in John’s display 
will be 1918-1920 issues of 
the Ukraine, last shown at 
the Royal Philatelic Society 
by C.W. Roberts on May 18 
1971 - previously, in March 
1952. Also to include the 
Courier Post - just 13-15 
pages, but includes 3 covers. 
 
Obituary - Gary A Combs 
Gary A. Combs (1947-2012) 
Millersville, USA, a member 
of BSRP since 1981, passed 
away in February 2012. He 
was one of the longest-
service officers at Rossica, 
serving as President from 
1998-2009. He had been 
battling severe illness for 
some years.  
 
Can you help? 
Member Terry Morris 
terrymorris47@googlemail.com 

is looking for Soviet covers 
and stationery from the 
1980s, particularly the scarce 
single, non-philatelic 
frankings. If any members 
have accumulations in which 
they have lost interest, Terry 
would like to hear from you.   

The Royal Philatelic 
Society London – 2013 
Tilleard Medal awarded to 
Society officer and member 
of BSRP Terry Page for his 
display entitled “Russia – 
Zemstvo Postal History and 
Postal Stationery” shown on 
24 November 2011.  The 
Tilleard Medal was instituted 
in 1920 in memory of John 
Tilleard, the first keeper of 
The Royall Philatelic 
Collection. “I would like to 
congratulate you on this 
prestigious award which I am 
sure will give you great 
pleasure and is a most 
appropriate recognition of 
your fine display.” Brian 
Trotter RDP FRPSL 
(President, Royal Philatelic 
Society London) 

Information needed 
I am researching a man 
named Konstantine 
Ispolatov, who was the 
Russian postmaster in 
Shanghai under the last Tsar. 
Would you happen to know if 
there are any printed or 
online resources which might 
help me in my enquiries?  

Dr Philip Major  
ubseasd@mail.bbk.ac.uk 
University of Brighton.  
26 Buxton Road, Brighton, 
East Sussex BN1 5DE. 

REMINDER  
BSRP 2014  

Membership 
Fees 

 
Your membership will 

shortly be due for renewal. 
The fee is £20  

(or US$33 or €25)   
 

All payments received by the 
end of February 2013 will be 

reduced to  
£18 (or US$30 or €22)    

 
Payments by cheque to: 

Secretary/Treasurer  
Caroline Ferreira 

BSRP 
Flat 2, 8 Oxford Row 

Leeds LS1 3BE 
UK 

 
Payment can also be made by 

PayPal 
  

PayPal payments to: 
caroline.ferreira@bsrp.org 

Stampex Autumn 2013 
(London) - Large 
Vermeil Medal awarded to 
BSRP for our first journal in 
full colour, BJRP Journal 102 
(2012). The journal was 
entered into the Literature 
(periodicals) class and was 
awarded 83/100 points. 
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