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EDITORIAL 
Edward Klempka 

Another year, another journal. 
It continues to improve every 
year, indeed this year we have 
had to leave out some of the 
less philatelic articles due to 
pressure on space.  The 
message is simple:  if you want 
to get your articles in print, 
send them in early.  If we get 
enough articles we will do a 
bumper edition or two 
journals.  I hope I have 
tempted you enough to get the 

The society is in good health, 
Russian philately is strong and 
we are all able to take 
advantage of the weak rouble 
in order to buy some of those 
philatelic gems. 
 
Edward Klempka 
EDITOR  
November 2015 

BSRP WEEKEND MEETING HELD AT THE UNION JACK CLUB, 

LONDON 04-05 OCTOBER 2014 

S
a
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r
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y
  

 Exhibitor Displayed 

 Hans Grigoleit  Azerbaijan - The Postmaster Provisional Issues 

Edward Klempka Civil War Period – New Material  

Lenard Tiller The Wenden Town Post 1863-1903  

Simon Horecký The 30k Airman Definitive 1937-1947  

Edward Klempka RSFSR 1918-1922  

 Trevor Pateman The Work of the Imperial State Printing House, St Petersburg 

Thomas Berger Registration at Special Post Offices  

Terry Page Village, Volost and Other Remote Zemstvo Offices 

Robin Joseph Some Problems in Russian and Soviet Philately  

S
u

n
d

a
y

 

articles in quickly next year. 
 
Our thanks go to the 
contributors and also to Philip 
Robinson our proof reader, but 
especially to Caroline Ferreira 
the hidden jewel in the 
society’s membership without 
whose assistance the journal 
would not have been 
produced.  Thanks Caroline! 
 
We welcomed several 
European guests to the 
society’s 2015 annual meeting, 
once again splendidly 
organised by Terry Page and 
held at the Union Jack Club, 
London. 
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1935-36 KUSHKA 
Robert Jack 

The so-called “Northern 
Route” through Russia was 
used between 1939 and 1941 
as a means of getting mail out 
of Afghanistan whilst avoiding 
India – useful if you needed to 
get mail to Germany in the 
early years of World War II. 
But was there an earlier 
“Northern Route”? 
 
Only a handful of covers are 
known, all originating from 
Herat in Western Afghanistan. 
The theory is that they 
travelled from there 
northwards to Kushk, an 
Afghan border town, and then 
crossed to the town of the 
same name on the Russian 
side (Kushka, now Serhetabat 
in Turkmenistan), a distance 
of about 75 miles.  The 
Russian Kushka was the 
country’s southernmost 
military outpost and a railway 
line was extended to there 
from Merv in 1898.  There was 
therefore a direct link to the 
Trans-Caspian Railway. 
 
The route makes sense - it was 
quicker to go that way than 
travel from Herat by road 500 
miles to Kabul, then on to 
Peshawar and down to 
Karachi to catch a boat to 
Europe. 
 
The covers I have been able to 
find records of are few.  Major 
Adrian Hopkins appears to 
have been the first to 
document them.  He stated (in 
the 1960s/70s?) that he had 
seen two, both apparently 
from August 1935.  I have one 
cover, from August 1936,  
(Fig.1) so apparently 
additional to those of Hopkins, 
and I have heard of one other 

Fig. 1: Kuschk  (front) 

Fig. 1: Kuschk  (back) 
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cover (but that may be one of 
those that Hopkins had seen).  
So that makes three, possibly 
four. 
 
A short piece in “Afghanistan 
1840-2002 Postal History 
Handbook “ (John M. Wilkins 
RFD at pp.53-54) refers to an 
article by Hopkins in the 
Postal History Society’s 
Bulletin, but gives no year or 
volume reference.  It also 
refers to a “short article by 
Wortman” entitled “Northern 
Postal Routes from 
Afghanistan 1935”, but again 
gives no clue as to where the 
article appeared.  It does 
however give some details as 
to the Hopkins covers as 

It has the same bilingual 
Russian Kushka postmark, 
dated 23 July, no Moscow 
transit, but a Berlin arrival 
mark of 3 August, giving a 
transit time of 18 days.  It is 
sent at the normal 150 poul 
foreign registered rate.  
 
The question is: are these 
covers genuine?  Was there 
really a northern route this 
early?  If so, what happened to 
it - was it simply a case of 
there being no demand, so 
that it was abandoned?  Or 
have the covers had Russian 
postmarks “added” to increase 
their appeal - but if so, why are 
there so few of them? 

follows: both are addressed to 
“a firm in London” and sent 
from Herat, franked at 75 poul 
(the normal foreign rate).  The 
one apparently illustrated by 
Hopkins and reproduced by 
Wilkins was sent from Herat 
on 13 August 1935 and has a 
bilingual Russian Kushka 
postmark using (according to 
Wilkins) Cyrillic at the bottom 
and Uzbek at the top and 
dated 16th August.  It also has 
a Moscow transit mark of 23 
August, but no London arrival 
mark. 
 
My cover is to a firm in Berlin 
and sent from Herat almost 
year later on the 16 July 1936. 
 

I am a collector and dealer, specialising in 
Russian Area and East European Philately.  
 

You can contact me at 
trevor@trevorpateman.co.uk 

http://www.armeniazemstvo.com/ 

Trevor Pateman’s Trevor Pateman’s Trevor Pateman’s 
Philately BlogPhilately BlogPhilately Blog   

May 1921 Kyiv Trident use at GRINEV, CHERNIHIV. 

Parcel card fragment used from GRINEV CHERN[igov] 18 5 21 to unknown 
destination. Franked 2 x 20 kopeck Imperial Arms stamps together with 14 x 30 
Ukraine Shahiv General Issue stamps and finally a single 2 kopeck imperforate 
overprinted with Kyiv type I Trident, which would have been in use at 
Chemihiv during the Ukrainian National Republic period. All the stamps would 
have been revalued x 100 according to the RSFSR revaluation of March 1920. 

This is the latest date of non-philatelic use which I can record for any 
Ukrainian Trident overprinted stamp. In his collection, Dr Seichter had a 
philatelic cover to Estonia with 11 5 21 despatch cancel from Katerynoslav and 
this was the latest date he could record. 
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SWEDEN TRAVELLERS - AN EPISODE AT THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR  
Andreas Bliersbach - translation from German by Philip E Robinson, FRPSL 

Shortly before and during the 
first days of May 1945, 
members of the Wehrmacht 
sought to evade the Red Army 
by fleeing across the Baltic 
Sea.  From the fronts that were 
still active up to the German 
surrender on 8 May - on the 
Hela Peninsula near Danzig, in 
the Vistula estuary, on the 
Kurland spit in East Prussia 
and the Kurland encirclement 
in today's Latvia - soldiers 
tried to get into boats, rafts, 
cutters, ships, and similar 
means of transport, as well as 
on to aircraft to get to 
Denmark or Northern 
Germany.  Many thousands 
wanted to get to the Swedish 
coast, despite their craft being 
unseaworthy due to 
bombardment by the Soviet 
navy and air force. 
 
The reception there from 
authorities and the military 
varied greatly.  A not 
inconsiderable number were 
able to make the desired 
journey westwards (to 
Denmark and Germany) with 
food, fuel and by repairing the 
vessels.  Others were able to 
travel overland by train to 
Denmark. 
 
Some 3,000 soldiers were 
more-or-less voluntarily 
interned in Sweden.  Apart 
from Germans, the largest 
group, there were also Polish, 
Latvian, Czech (Sudeten 
German), Austrian and French 
nationals among the internees, 
who had fought in Wehrmacht 
units.   
 
The prisoners-of-war were 
interned in six camps: 
 

1. Bökeberg - a former 
country estate with a 
manor house 

2. Ränneslätt to the west of 
Eksjö 

3. Backamo to the south of 
Uddevalla 

4. Grunnebo at Trollhättan 

5. Lingen at Havdhem 

6. Rinkaby with the branch 
camp Gülltoften at 
Kristianstad 

 
All the camps except Bökeberg 
were built on the parade 
ground of the respective local 
garrison. The accommodation 
consisted of barracks and 
tents. 
 
Except for Grunnebo there was 
a German camp chief or group 
of these. 
 
Certain cultural activities took 
place over time: drama groups 
and an orchestra were 
established and educational 
courses held.   A camp 
newspaper "Backamo Neue 
Illustrierte" (Backamo New 
Illustrated) was issued in 
September 1945. 

On 16 June 1945 the Swedish 
government, in reply to the 
Soviet enquiry of 2 June 1945, 
stated that all internees, 
including those from before 
the surrender, were to be 

handed over to the Soviet 
Union. 
 
This decision was kept secret 
as it was known that protests 
up to and including suicides 
had to be expected. 
 
After the announcement in 
November 1945, the following 
incidents occurred. 
 
In three transports from 
Trelleborg, approximately 
2,520 prisoners-of-war were 
put on to Soviet ships and 
taken to the Soviet Union. 
 
1. Transport on 03.12.1945 on 

the ship "Kuban", approx. 
1,600 prisoners-of-war 

2.  Transport on 15.12.1945, on 
an unknown ship, approx. 
540 prisoners-of-war 

3. Transport on 25.01.1946 on 
the ship "Belovstroi", 
approx. 380 prisoners-of-
war 

 
All the transports went to 
Libava; the assembly point 
there was the sugar camp or 
sugar factory.  As far as is 
known, the transport went on 
to Riga in March 1946.  Only 
from there did further 
distribution within the Soviet 
Union take place. 
 
The items shown here form 
part of the correspondence 
received from a "Sweden 
traveller".  He was resident in 
Morsbach an der Sieg, in the 
present-day Oberbergisch 
district of the Federal State of 
North Rhine-Westphalia, 
about 70 kilometres east of 
Cologne. 
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Fig. 1: 19.09.1944 
Reich Labour Service RAD 
Labour Service Unit 5/225 at 
Saarburg, Trier district. 

Fig. 2: 12.12.1944 
Permanent Department, 
Pioneer Replacement 
Battalion 26 at Höxter, 
Westphalia. 

Fig. 3: 10.01.1945 
Arrival at Libava, Kurland. 

Feldpost. 

fdbpoft 
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Fig. 4: 12.01.1945  
Administrative Office F. P. No. 
(Field Post Number) 36291 D.  
According to Norbert 
Kannapin in Die deutsche 
Feldpostübersicht 1939-1945 
(Overview of German Field 
Post 1939-1945) allocated to 
the 3rd Company of Grenadier 
Regiment 639, formerly 
Grenadier Training Regiment. 

Fig. 5: 02.02.1945 
Administrative Office, Field 
P.O. No. 57909. Allocated to 
Tank Workshop Train 918. 

Fig. 6: 05.02.1945 
The last Field Post item, again 
via Administrative Office, 
Field P.O. No. 36291 D. 
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The previously mentioned 
units were among the Kurland 
Army Group, formed from the 
18th Army and the 16th Army.  
On 2 February 1945 the "Field 
Training Division North" was 
renamed as the Kurland (Field 
Training) Division and on 15 
February 1945 as the Kurland 
Infantry Division.  This 
consisted of the (Field 
Training) Grenadier 
Regiments 639 and 640. 

Fig. 7: 10.05.1945  
Arrival in Sweden. 

Both illustrations are from 
Enar Runsteen in Schutzlos in 
Schweden (Unprotected in 
Sweden).  The "Siebel" ferries 
(landing craft) 312, 313 and 
314 arrived between 9 and 10 
May 1945 near to Kalmar in 
Gotland. 

Fig. 8: 22.05.1945 
A letter from the Swedish Red 
Cross sent via Stockholm.  
Note the Red Cross 
"Interniertensendung"  
(Internees' mail) cachet in 
purple and a Swedish censor 
mark - "Granskad av Svensk 
censur myndighet" (Examined 
by the Swedish Censorship 
Authority).  The letter was 
forwarded via the British Red 
Cross in London to its 
destination in Germany in the 
British Zone of Occupation. 
British censor mark "Military 
Censorship 18569 Civil Mails" 
and sealing labels.  The letter 
only arrived a year later, on 20 
May 1946 - see handwritten 
note overleaf. 

.... 

...... 

...... 

°' 

.... 

...... 

...... 

°' 

• 
GransKad av 

r"\/l ~IC'\( 

n t 

Post fr .. 1 id~rnerad militiir 
Service des i.i!ernes militaires 
lntcmiertensendung 
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The interned soldier writes to his mother (transl.) : 
 
“Dearest mother!  Am in Sweden, safe and well.  How are things 
at home?  Where is Hans?  Cheerful courage for the future! 
Transport home uncertain.  Sincere greetings, Werner". 
 
Here is the first clue as to his whereabouts - Ränneslätt.  Posted 
in the Swedish Red Cross camp, forwarded to Stockholm and sent 
via the British Red Cross (Order of St. John) to Germany. 

~OREIGN RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 
- IIRI SH RED CRO' & ORDER OF ST O , +IMBORN6 ¥ ~5'1(1An R@ 

1 N O~ R~ X-k'OUGE SU 

STOCKHOL 

Till lnlernalionella rodakorskommitten, G 
A11 Comife Inlemalio11al de la Croix-Rollge, 

FORFRAGAN FRAN - DEMANDEUR 

Efternamn - 110111 .Sroui.~barg 

0 B S. Dell a for
~. tonic beh. 
ifyl1l i,tersiindas 
till Sv. riida kor
set fOr registreriug 
och vidarebeford~ 
ran li 11 Gent!ve. 

An,·iind tryckbok
sHiver vid namn. 

FiirtUllllll - prenom Wa.rt2.a.t' 
. elscdala dale el lieu de naissa~ce AB.3. ()Jo/ Mor:5bo<l]-,Sie.9 
Nalionalilet nationalite Dcz.ub:5tll 
Adress {l(/resse Ju.tu~l1.<Z?lt2.g.slagrQ.t t?o.un.Q.sl&.tt 
u. forvcn·sst-o.bu2. o..v.<i. J~- ;:,1-od<llolm. 9o 
Meddelande 
(ickc (}vcr 2:i ord. I111whftllct m:l endast 
angel pcrsonliga nngclage11heler.) 

Message a transmettre 
1,2.l mots au 1111\ximum. Nouvelles de caracterc 
strictemenl personnel et familial.) 

.~d~-' il--.~ yu-d~ 
~~ -ttJee 7,.J,b, Jlak ..,? 7,(/..~ ~? :11,,,./, f 

t,/t ./. ~ . ~ •' l ~~I' 7 ,ze,_ ,uui_~, . 

t~" / r~J ~ /4 ~u,-
Dalulll date 

• EFrERl<'RAGAD - DESTJNATAIRE 

Eflernamn nom ,S!o.u,sbll't'<:! 
Fornamn - prenom ft!Q.12.~i.sko.. 
Fodelsedata - dale et lieu de naissance ~j-:,t.18tJI / rriq_;,flrilJrt<j <lfl. 

Nationalilel - nalionalile Dll.U.t;,d:J 
Adress - adresse Mol"~bO.~ - ,$i.ll._g 1 Yottf $tl:'. 

Sliiklskapsforhallan<le - Lien de parenle ('1 U,tt<!'l'.1 

Svar pti baksidan 
(Skriv tydligt. , 

696. 4. 43. 10 000, 

Rt}ponse au verso 
(Priere d'ecrirc lisihlcment.) 
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Fig. 9: 08.11.1945 
Pre-printed card for a  
prisoner-of-war  message. 

Above - heavily guarded 
prisoners-of-war reporting for 
transportation to Trelleborg, 
to the Rinkaby camp.   

Above - young Germans at the 
port of Trelleborg, before 
being sent to the Soviet Union. 
 
07.12.1945  
Arrival in Libava (Sugar 
camp). 

At the port of Trelleborg the 
prisoners were led between 
picket fences to the ship 
"Kuban".   

All illustrations are from Enar 
Runsteen: Schutzlos in 
Schweden (Unprotected in 
Sweden).   

Fig. 10: 03.12.1945 
Transfer to the Soviet ship 
"Kuban". 

J Anfangsbuchstabe 
des Fomiliennamens 
des Absenders 

L TBL 

EIN MITGLIED DER GESCHLAGENEN 
WEHRMACHT SUCHT SEINEN 
NACHSTEN ANGEHORIGEN 

Sc~weden 

lch bin nach am Leben und befinde mich z. Z. 5 

lch bin ~esund. . 
!Q1 : lawrelt. 

Meine Anschrifl ist wie unten. Bille die Karte soforl zur0ckzuschickenl 

Datum ... . . 1 • 

• 
Letzte bekall 
Anschrift des 
ncichsten An 

IN BLOCKSC 

IV TEil 

Falls Addressant 
unouffindbor, 
Weitargabe on 

V. TEil 

Nur fur den Diensl
gebrouch durch die 
Hauptermittlungsstelle 
zwe--Weite rbeforderung 

Geburtsort und Geburtsdatum 

GebGhren

HAUPTERMITTLUNGSSTELLE 
HAMBURG 

frei 
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Fig. 11: 27.03.1946 
First communication from a 
Russian in captivity.  Russian 
censorship mark 343 - P.O. 
Box 317a (one of the camps in 
Riga).  

Fig. 12: 07.05.1946 
"As the clergyman appointed 
by the Archbishop of the 
Church of Sweden with the 
Chaplaincy of the German 
soldiers interned in Sweden, I 
would like to inform you that 
Werner Stausberg was 
transferred into Russian 
captivity on 3 December 1945.  
He came to Sweden in early 
May 1945, was interned here, 
and tried all kinds of methods 
to reach you by letter, perhaps 
he succeeded also.  He asked 
me to let you know of his 
transfer.  I would be pleased if 
I could receive from you a 
reply to this message.  In 
communion, Dr Kurt 
Meschke, Pastor". 
 
Interestingly, this letter was 
sent six months after the 
transfer. The first card from 
Russian captivity had reached 
Werner's home three months 
earlier. 

1111 
-< 

0 .,, 

COI03 0611lECTB ICP ACHOfO KPECT A a If PACH\lf-, llOJIJMECllllA 
/ CCCP 

ftoqTOBaH MapTO~Ka B08HHonneHHoro Bee.a:aaTBO 
Franc de port 

' - Cnrte J>Ostt.le au prlsonnler de guerre 

ll'ntalre) .. .b! JN- i l.i.Lkti-"--~S ... l_.e=v:...4<-.:.:l,:...,:;..;_'J+-------

0 T n p n II H t e 11 r, (ExpMite'.lr) 
<l>nwilJIHll II H¥ll aoeasoru1e11aoro 
Nom du prlsonnlet de guene · 

CToqroewll aJJ.pec 11oe11eom•eRBoro ---1!:J.~-i~-&.S_· £.K,.__..,,.,JU..,__,..0"'1.._..l:-"a,_..u,.__ _____ _ 
Adresse du prtsonnler de guerre ✓,., 

---""-=-'l.c~l t1_1-...X.Z-:..i:.u.2L.. 7,_,,."":1"-'Z-,:-,,,-f..wou:.c.Q6."-"Jl..L.l..t.'1_.!;«~------
Tim. d(pacaoo -• Mocaa, C)'lll_.., 21, _ 3-. 

~. 
N 
11'1 Stockholm , am 7, L!a~ •i 946 

Als dcr vom · Erzbischof dor Schwodisoh<ln 

Rircho mi t dor Sonlsorgc an den i n · Soh\/cdcn intor ni_orten dout
schon Soldaton boo.uftrasto Goistlicho , mclchto ich Ihnen mit

t cilcn, do.so 

em 
3 . 12 . 15 . 12 , 25 , 1 ,46 

in russische Gofangnnochaft abtrunspor ticrt worden ist , 

Er kcm Anfang Mai 1945 nech Schwcdcn , war 

hior intornio r t , w,d vcrsuch t c auf al lo mclgliche \7oi so Sie 
___ b icfJ,is_h zuerr cichon , viollcicht i s t ihm des ouch golungen , 

Er boo.uftr.:c.gto mich , Sio vo,, soinom Abtrans

port in Ko ·.ntnis zu sotzcn , 

Es Wil.rdc mich froucn, , ·cnn ich c.uf die so 

!Utteilung VC> \ Ihnen cino Antnort ~rhc.lten kon.n to , 

In Vprbw,dcn hoit 

Dr . Kur t l-lcschko , 
Pforrcr , 
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Fig. 13: 12.08.1946 
Transfer within Riga – P.O. Box 350/II. Censor No. 345. 

Fig. 14: 14.10.1946 
The same camp, with Russian and British censorship. "My dear 
ones! Still healthy! A message from you! Write, write! Cards, 
letters.  Please send a picture (in brackets). I learn eagerly! 
"Greetings to all, Yours, Werner". 

I 

TB l{P ACHOfO KPECT A • l(p ACHoro IIOJIYl\lEClln~ 
CCCP :, 

_ KapT0'4Ka aoeHHonneHHoro P=::•;: .. 
te posttle au pdso!lllter tie g11ene 

ect:.tL .ik: Sand 
----·---=---":'J)'--':euf.schla."1n.;.;de,:·;.._ __________ _ 

~~.11a (Adresse)···---·-··Wo/dbr~/ / lJh(<;!., . · 
(oTp~aa, ropOJI, ~. M ;Co.we, oapJl', CGXO, .11epeu~) 

Scblqdenersfra!)e ·. 

0Tnp,•9HH,,b (Expedlteur) ·Stausbern Werner. Kori 
<l>aMIUHll 1uu1 aoeanomreasoro - - ';I- - • -~--

Nom du prlronnler de guerre ( Roles l<l"e1J,) 

· Uc/. S.S. 'A. Moskctu no'ITOewA 3.11pec eoe11eon.1esnoro -=-=-"-=c:..,.=---1....-e=;""-"=o"'-----,---

Adresse du prtsonnler de guene Po.sffac.h 3£(> (i. 
nm. cl(pac»oe Sltl.llD, MOCDI:, C)'DteBCKU:, 2J. 3axaa 192"J 

'l03 OBlUCTB l(PACHOro l(PECTA H KPACHOro IIOJIYMJICJIUA 
CCCP 

noYroaaR KaproYKa eoeHHonneHHoro ~=t 
• Carte postale du prisonnler de guerre 

l<oMr (Dcsti.nltaire) .- . ~ 4 rI .. S to. u.1b e1.g .............. _ _____ _ 
' 1)1:· U. .f..S.O<t,,A,,irit ..... ________ _ _ 

l<y.l{a (Admse) -. . ( /( QflS !Jm!.i/S.io/1. Rl!l.!.N.l,AtfJ. ................................... _ 
-·-•·-l~;z f: .o~.: .. ~a~~•· .. ~-- ao,.a. ~~~~~---~-~-~~: .. ::~.~:-~!.. __ _ 

0Tnpa ■ HTtJJb (Exp~diteur) Jt 
<l>aMHJIHll H HM!l eoeH11on11e1111oro ............. .IJ. .. Y.::'1 . .b. .. e f:1 ... V.fr..;>i. 
Norn du prlsonnler de guerre /lof•1 Ylr._.,,_~ 

~::-~·~·~·-a11-p-,,- a-oe·:;:~::~·;.,.· .. _·-_ ... _li __ ··..;I) __ S __ S __ lr._··_ .... _ ... _ ... _ ... _. - ..-.,,....-----=, 
Adresse du prlsonnler de guerre 

){ SHJilf 
11 nu. 3aK. 895 
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Fig. 15: 23.11.1946 
Transfer within Riga – P.O. 
Box 277/29. Censor No. 344. 

Fig. 16: 18.03.1947 
The last card from Riga – P.O. 
Box 277/2 / LR9. 

COl03 Ol>IUE~ KPACHOfO l{PECTA n KPACHoro nOJIYMEC~ 
· ., ~ • _: · CCCP 

, ----~ ,, 
~ ,- n· BecDJlaTJIO 
r,, / OLfTOBaff KapT04Ka BOeHHOnneHHOrO Franc de port 

~ ' · . ' ~rte postale du prisonnier de guerre 

. (Ocstina'taire)-·.f..otn1. / ic:. .. _...!iorLJtqu.s..h..e.tJ;J-········· . ·····-· .. 
f.!·,·········-ig;················· q ········;·~·· • i:lut. eh/arid 

Yll (Adresse) •......... Mor.sb..o.cb'J...S..L~fl,.Rhld. . ...r_. __ ..... ~ ..................... 'J 
-·-····•••··•··--····-----··•···•·J);;;;JJrqlJ~~~: .. ~~-:•=~··· OKpyr_' ce~o. nepeBH:~. ··•·········· ···-

PACHOro KPECTA " l{PACHOro DO.RYMEC,11.lt' 
CCCP 

ff Kapro4Ka BOeHHonneHHoro 
le postale du prl1onnler de i:uerre 

f. nr, s=:; pr, 

B ecnnaT nr, 
Franc de !)Ori 

0 T n p a g II TC n b (Expcdltcur) CJ~/.. 
~ aM 11:11rn II IIMSI 1oe1111onnc1111ore .. ~fo:zzs:6er_g JYET12er Far! 
Korn du prlsn11 11 l1r de guerre ZJ !!! /fJ 

·- - __ C'X./;,;;i.'{4- YIZaslran 
n o,1Toll1JR 8/.lP O ■ oc1111onncm10~0 Role:::£ ,1(re.z?J' 
Atlrme du prisonnler de guerr~f?lt(h.ch /2,11)12) :fl.fl 
h-u 11111 ,lc u. 3.1 3' • 
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Fig. 17: 20.06.1947 
As there was little mail after 
March 1947 the Red Cross in 
Hamburg took over "... the 
Swedish Red Cross has sent 
here a list of the names of 
those soldiers...in the last days 
of the war... to reach Swedish 
territory... these former 
soldiers were taken under the 
statutory provisions into 
Russian custody..." 

Fig. 18: 09.08.1947 
A further announcement from 
the main agency in Hamburg 
that the soldiers "were 
transferred" from Sweden to 
Russia. Twenty-one months 
after the event. 

• Betrt//t·:: 'i/,4,. ~ J'c~5Je7 //.J.11 [fd"!OQC,rJ/.,. 
.Au/ Wunsch vom Deutschen. ·Roten. Arau?., Lan.ue.~verban.d Ilambu rg, hat da$ 
SolwJedische'.Rote Kreuz Stockholm, eine Liotu ;,.it Na1,,en. derjenigen 
.S:oldaten hterher gesandt, denen es gclan.g in den iet:,ten Krtegstagen 
bezw., tn den ersten Tagen. n.ach der ,lafJ en.ruhe wwerwun.det sc/uJJedtschen 
Boden zu erreichen. Im Dezember 1945 und /Jn.Ja,,;! J·a;iuar 19i6 wurden 
dtese ehemaligen .S:oldaten nach den geset;:lichen JJestimmung en dem 
ruls. Gewahrsams taat ausgel iefert . .Auch der "Nr,.,,1,1 Ihres o benange/11,hrten 
.Angehlirtgen befindet sich in dieser Liste. ifir t"!ilen Ihnen dteses mtt 
fur den Fall, daas ,3i e bi sher noch J;;ei ne Naciir i cht von Ihrem .Ange-
hiirt gen erhalten haben, Sollten ·Sie bereit:, i n v.,rbindung mi/, ihm 
stehen, bittet die htesige Die,nststclle um l,ur~e Nac,', richt. Desgleichen 
w,rd um Bescheid gebeten, wenn Ste noch I,<iir.c 1•11rso'nliche Naohricht uon 
Ihrem .An.gehb'rt gen erhal ten haben, dCIJ;ii t w..:i !ere ,i,'r,;;i ttlungen von hter 
tn 'dte Wege geleitet werden ko·nn.en.. 

,.lltt den beaten Wunschen zeichnet 

r~~rh.L .,,.-_ j'-..,/1 ,rf, 
D0ut:..;ch·1d Rotas Kreue 

/n,/t.de,,,./I -<-~=,Y...-/ .. /- 1 

Lanr.l.cov.: ·J.,arit Iia,,,bu rg 
.LandeD-,\'ai.:tlJ ·o r·achun1sd ten at 

i.A. ut A -u,,~ 

{ 

I ;:,_ '/-f1if fi(jo 
·-~ '1, 

K ,,egeqefan ~en e11 ol.i, • 
Priaoner of War iJal 

Hauptermittlungstelle 
- Hamburg -

~~ Hamturg-Al ton.a, den + . S, lff. 
~~ Allee 131 

:Ta.eh ei.--ier Meld ung aus Sch•, ·eden wurde 

" j ············ .. .. ~ ..... . .................. . 
get.: • • · •'· • • · • • • •, •, .Geburtsort : ~~ l\',l,(4, . • •••••••••••••• '<l ••••••• 

~,m vezcmter 1945 tezv, Jan 1946 w,d :i.st }xiegsgefange~er i'nuar . hvon Schweden na.ch Russland ueberfuehrt 
russisc er P-and. . 

Als J\ngehoerigenanschrift wurde cnge,;eten : 

........... i J . . . . . . . . . . ............... . 
• • . .. r.: .• ! .o/-~ ...... , ...... -~~ H· .. . 

Ti,· v1eitere Mitteilungen hier ni.cht ,. • , I . c -~:msehen. ,crliegen, ti tten wir von Rucckfragen 

';·lr l:;itten Sie um Mitteilung fuer unsere 
uem Obengenannten in ,.'ostve;.•b:i.nd~ ,;tehe~artei,. ot Sie inzwischen mi t 

.~_nt,,ort erti tten w:i.r unter Ruecb,ate dieses Ser .. ---=------ ___ _____:!:a_:1,_cens, 
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Fig. 19: 26.09.1947 
Regarding an enquiry as to the 
location or type of a camp, the 
Protestant Relief Organisation 
for Internees and Prisoners of 
War at Erlangen replied as 
follows: "... We know nothing 
of the personal welfare of 
individual prisoners-of-war...  
 
The camp LR 9 is located in 
the area of Riga, the type of 
employment being in industry, 
agriculture, with sufficient 
meals and accommodation ... 
this information is not to be 
shared with the prisoner-of-
war...".  At time of writing, the 
prisoner-of-war was already in 
Kazakhstan. 
 
From May 1947 to May 1948 
interned at Dzhezkazgan in 
Central Kazakhstan. 

EV llNGELISCHES ffiLFSWERK 

l(ri_egsgefangenenangelegenheit 
----....__ GEBUHREl'ltFREI 

· -f.2R INTERNIERTE UND KRIEGSGEFllNGENE 
Bischof D. Heckel 

E r Ian gen, den ~ ~- 50pt.. 1)t,., .... 
Universilalsstr. 26 - Telefon -2tt88 

PostsCheckkonto: Niirnbcrg 12 71J4 

• 
Bankkonto: Bay. Vereinsbank Erlungen 34 416 

Wir bestiitigen den Empfang lhres Schreibens vom 
, 

und danken Ihnen herzlich fi.ir Ihre 
freundlichc Spende. 

Auf lhrc /\nfrage kOnnen wir Ihnen unverbindlich folgende Nachrkh! geben. Sie bezicht ~i<:~ aber nur aur die allge
mdueu Verhii!tnisse des liaupt-Lagers. Die Nummcr hinter dem Teilslrich, sorern cine solche vo rhanden ist, bcdeutet Teil-
Luger bzw. J\rbeitsgruppe. Ober das pers0nliche Befinden des einzelnen KriegsgeJangenen wissen wir niC'hts. 

' Das Lager (Postfach-Nr): . ···L··I\ 7 · ... ... ,. ~ . 
in: .111 .... a.,UIJ ....• , ... 1. :; .a . ~ . . 

befindet sich 

Art der Beschaftigung der Kgf.: n~oiitr te • l,andw1rt.ne Jt• 
Unterkunft .................................. ... .. .. ......... Wrrpfl. •un,s &ueroi oh 

S01;.5tiges: 

Von diesen Augaben ist dem Kriegsgefangenen nichts milzuteilen. 

♦\~ wuuschen Ihn en gute Nachnchten und m1t Gottes H,lfe die llald1ge gesunde Heimkehr Ihres lieben Angehorigen. \. 'l llllt lceundhchen GrnBen• _/J ~-

so,o ! 41 Buchdruckerei Karl Dores, Erlangen 
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Fig. 20: 11.05.1948 
Transfer to Karaganda, 
Kazakhstan – P.O. Box 7099/
III belonging to the Spassky 
factory settlement.  Censor 
No. 317. 

Fig. 21: 11.07.1949 
A letter from a soldier, also 
interned in Sweden, after his 
return to Leipzig. "Many 
thanks for your detailed 
report! It should be possible to 
see each other again over the 
course of the years. Leipzig 
and Morsbach are indeed not 
worlds apart and - well - we 
have travelled all over, so 
surely we can manage the few 
kilometres. We need only the 
motivation - that is all. 
Regarding myself I can say 
that I remained in Riga. I was 
then in the camp 13 LR and, as 
you wrote to me about acting 
in dramas, I would like to tell 
you that for almost one year I 
was a full-time cultural official 
of this camp. Each week we 
had two programmes, literary 
evenings, mainstream dramas 
and comedies... Also a chapel 
with 30-40 men... Were you 
also acting in drag there? We 
had ½ dozen of such "ladies" 
in the cast ... as a full-time 
official, also responsible for 
everything written, especially 
the anti-fascist quarterly 
reports on all aspects of the 
anti-fascist work of a POW 
camp..." 
 
The prisoner-of-war was 
released from captivity in 
September 1948 after a total of 
3 years and 3 months and 
returned to Morsbach an der 
Sieg. On one of his last cards 
he writes "I am acting in a play 
again, the premiere is on 
Sunday" - so continued this 
"hobby", which hopefully 
brought him some relief and 
pleasure during his prison life 
from Sweden to Russia. 

Sources: 
Wikipedia - Baltenauslieferung (Baltic extradition) 
Runsteen, Enar – Schutzlos in Schweden, Schicksale deutscher Soldaten 
1945/46 (Unprotected in Sweden, the Fate of German Soldiers 45/56) 

10.05.1945 – 
03.12.1945  

Ränneslätt, 
Sweden  

 

07.12.1945 – 
March 1946  

Libava, 
Kurland – 
Sugar camp 

 

March 1946 – 
March 1947  

Riga - P.O. 
Box 317a  
 

P.O. Box 350/II – Censor mark 
Nos. 344 and 345, P.O. Box 
277/29, 29LR or 277/2/LR9 – 
Censor mark No. 344 

May 1947 – 
May 1948  

Dzhezkazgan, 
Kazakhstan  

 

May 1948 – 
July 1948  

Karaganda, 
Kazakhstan 
P.O. Box 
7099/3  

Censor mark No. 317 

Finally, the places of captivity and their censor marks in tabular 
form: 

;¥ J e1A.A-•,J,v~~ 
COI03 OE~ECTB l{PACHoro KPc:CTA II I(PACLOt'O IlOJIY m:c.mt' 

CCCP 
n" ·wtaT rG 

Frai1~ •..l.! l,ort 

• 

• 
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THE REGIONAL POSTAL HISTORY OF UKRAINE 1917-1921: 

KHERSON GUBERNIYA - PART I 

Thomas Berger (Bern) and Alexander Epstein  (Tallinn) 

In a series of articles we will 
try to describe the postal 
history, not of Ukraine in its 
entirety [1], but of some parts 
with a common political and 
military background and 
history.  
 
We started this “regional” 
effort by selecting Kharkov 
and Ekaterinoslav gubernii as 
examples of Ukrainian lands 
characterised by a large ethnic 
Russian community and a 
relatively high degree of 
industrialisation [2,3].  
 
In the present article the 
Kherson guberniya with its 
most important city, Odessa, 
will be an example for an area 
with a “typical” sequence of 

Ukrainian, Red, and White 
administrations. 
 
In future issues, we will 
present the “regional” postal 
history of Podolia and 
Volhynia as parts of the 
country with strong support 
for the idea of Ukrainian 
independence and, finally, 
Kiev, Chernigov and Poltava as 
the central and north-eastern 
parts of the country, with 
rather complicated history 
also.  
 
The period of time studied 
lasts from the declaration of 
Ukrainian autonomy in 
November 1917 until August 
1921, when the Soviet postage-
free system was abandoned. 
We hope that this “regional” 

approach will help the reader 
to better understand  the 
fascinating postal history of 
Ukraine. 
 
For discussion of the calendar 
changes in the period under 
study see our previous articles 
[2].  Dates in this article are 
given in both O.S/N.S. up to 
1/14 February 1918 and in N.S. 
as from 1 February.  The 
captions to the illustrations 
give the dates as on the 
datestamps. 
 
I. 7/20 November 1917: 
Proclamation of 
autonomy of the 
Ukrainian National 
Republic (У ь  
Н  Р у ; 
UNR) by the Central Rada, 

PocrnLiicKoiii 111Mnep111111, 1y6epH111111 
XVI/I - 191 7 

D Bo11b1HcKall D no11TaacKaA 

D noAOllbCKall D XapbKOBCKall 

D Ki.1eacKaA D EKaTepi.1Hoc11aecKaS1 

D XepcoHcKaA D Taspw-iecKall 

D YepHi.1roecKaS1 

- YKpa111Ha 

6eccapa6cKaff 

KypcKaff 
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Fig. PH1 : Cover 28.11.17 Odessa to Dürrenäsch, Switzerland, 20 kop.  
Kerensky foreign rate of 1.9.17. Censorship in Odessa (clip closure) and in 

Fig. PH2 : Registered postcard 12.1.18 Odessa to Gzhatsk, Smolensk guberniya, 
5 + 20 = 25 kop.  Kerensky inland rate of 15.8.17.  
 
This card was sent three days after the declaration of UNR independence but 
also three days prior to the introduction of the first UNR rates and six days prior 
to the establishment of Soviet power in Odessa. 

still being in a federative 
union with Russia. 
 
As already discussed in our 
previous articles [2] we have 
chosen the declaration of 
autonomy in the third 
Universal of the Central 
Ukrainian Rada on 7/20 
November 1917 as the starting 
point for our article.  
 
The declaration of autonomy 
had no effect on the postal 
history of the country. There 
were no changes with regard 
to the stamps and postmarks 
used or the rates and postal 
procedures in force until 14/27 
January 1918 (Fig. PH1). 
 
II. 9/22 January 1918: 
Proclamation of 
independence of the UNR 
by the Central Rada. 
 
The declaration of Ukrainian 
autonomy led to the 
consecutive proclamation of 
regional Soviet republics in 
the southern and south-
eastern regions of Ukraine 
(see below in Section III).  As a 
reaction to the foundation of 
these Soviet republics and the 
advance of Red forces deep 
into Central Ukraine, an 
independent Ukraine was 
declared and the first treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk between 
Ukraine and the Central 
Powers was signed on 27 
January/9 February 1918.  
 
For several days after 
declaration of independence, 
the Kerensky postal rates were 
still in use (Fig. PH2). 
However, on 15/28 January 
1918 the postal rates were 
changed, leading for the first 
time to different tariffs in 
UNR-controlled and Soviet-
controlled areas. Odessa and 
Nikolaev, the two main cities 
of Kherson guberniya, came 

under Red administration on 
18/31 January and 14/27 
January respectively (see 
Section III).  However there 
remained areas in Kherson 
guberniya that were probably 
under the control of the 
central Rada Government 
(Fig. PH3).  

III. 18/31 January 1918: 
Proclamation of a Soviet 
Administration in Odessa 
named the Odessa Soviet 
Republic.  This 
administration  
recognised initially the 
Soviet governments in 
Petrograd and Kharkov as 

USS I G & C!: 
O DE SSA. 

14. Theatralny Pereoulok 

--:l • ~ 

:1~~ff 
~a.L4~ 

~ 

TOBA5l KA 
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Fig. PH3 : Postal stationery card 23.2.18 Yuzhnograd (formerly Berezovka), 
Kherson province to Dmitrievski Poselok, Ekaterinoslav province, 10 kop. UNR 
rate of 15.1.18, underpaid by 5 kop. therefore surcharged 10 kop.   

the higher authorities but 
a little later changed its 
decision as concerns 
Kharkov. 
 
This short-lived Soviet 
republic existed in Odessa, 
including the areas of Kherson 
guberniya and Bessarabia [4]. 
Soviets seized power in Odessa 
on 18/31 January 1918 and in 
Nikolaev on 14/27 January 
1918 [5,6]. The Odessa Soviet 
Republic ceased to exist on 13 
March 1918, when Odessa was 
occupied by German and 
Austrian troops (see Section 
IV). 
 
The Soviet administration led 
to the (re-) introduction of the 
rates introduced by the 
Kerensky administration in 
August / September 1917 (Fig. 
PH4, PH5 but see Fig. PH6 – 
PH7). 
 
From 15/28 January 1918, 
these rates differed from those 
in force in areas under UNR 
control. Rates are therefore in 
most cases an appropriate 
tool for identifying  the 
administration in force. Later, 
for a short time the Soviet 
Russia inland rates of 28 
February 1918 were 
introduced. These inland rates 
were obviously also applied to 
mail sent abroad (Fig. PH8).  
 
IV. February to April and 
later to November 1918: 
the occupation of Ukraine 
by German and Austrian 
troops following the treaty 
of Brest-Litovsk between 
the UNR and the Central 
Powers. Odessa is 
occupied on 13 March, 
Nikolaev on 17 March 
1918. 
 
After the first treaty of Brest-
Litovsk between Ukraine and 

the Central Powers on 27 
January/9 February 1918 the 
new allies of the UNR occupied 
the whole of Ukraine, starting 
from the old front positions in 
Western Volhynia, Galicia and 
Romania. The most westerly 
parts such as the Kherson 
guberniya under study were 
occupied at the beginning of 
this operation. After the 
occupation of the whole 
country, on 29 April 1918 the 
socialist UNR government was 
replaced by the Ukrainian 
nationalist hetmanate led by 
Pavlo Skoropadsky (Ukrainian 
State, Ук ї к  , 
UD) during a coup d’état 
backed by the Germans. The 
Skoropadsky regime was 
stable until the armistice of 11 
November 1918. 
 
The period from April to 
November 1918 was 
characterised by relative 
stability in Ukraine due to the 
presence of German and 
Austrian troops, at least as 
concerns the postal service. 
However, the philately of these 
months is multifaceted with 
events characterising the 
philately of independent 

Ukraine. One especially has to 
mention here the issue of the 
first Ukrainian stamps, the 
Shahiv issue (although the use 
of Shahiv currency stamps of 
the same design was not 
always recognized - Fig. 
PH14), and the 
‘nationalisation’ of Russian 
stamps and postal stationery 
cards with “trident” overprints 
(Fig. PH21, PH23 – PH28), 
accomplished mainly at the 
post/telegraph offices of the 
guberniya centres.  However, 
the mail could be franked with 
Imperial stamps without the 
trident overprint up to the end 
of September 1918 (Figs. PH9, 
PH10, PH12, PH13, PH15-
PH22). The Kherson guberniya 
was supplied with overprinted 
stamps and stationery from 
Odessa, although trident 
issues made in other provinces 
could be and were sometimes 
used as well.  According to an 
official document, the stamps 
with trident overprints were 
put on sale in Odessa on 1 
October [7].  However, the 
available material shows that it 
actually happened a little 
earlier (Fig. PH21).  Initially, 
and infrequently, the Field 

no ~~ PT04K 
i 
1 ·•. 
,:.1 : .~'A' 
' . ' -,-fi -~~( 
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Fig. PH4 : Front and back of cover 20.1.18 Odessa to Stomerzee, Lifland, 15 
kop. Kerensky inland rate of 15.8.17, Stomerzee arrival 31.1.18. 

Post services of the occupying forces were also used for 
commercial mail (Fig. PH11). 
 
The postal history of these months, on the  contrary, was 
characterised by continuity.  Until November 1918 there were no 
changes in postmarks or rates, thus the old UNR rates of 15 
January 1918 came again into force in March 1918 in Kherson 
guberniya and the northern part of Taurida guberniya, both 
subordinated postally to Odessa Postal/Telegraphic District (Fig. 
PH9).  In the summer 1918 postal connections abroad were re-
established for shorter or longer periods, at least with the Central 
Powers and areas occupied by them as well as with Soviet Russia.  

(, & r/~-✓A,~ r'f/0'~ 

g.,, ,, d A'~ t ~~;;, tf"-, # · ·, ..P ..t::___:, 

d t, l/ ~,,.. ~ ,,~"---- ..-?,a.,....,...,_'d'.'. 
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Fig. PH5 : Registered cover 23.1.18 Odessa to Petrograd, 15 + 20 = 35 kop. 
Kerensky inland rate of 15.8.17, Petrograd arrival 23.2.18 following the calendar 
change.  

Fig. PH6 : Cover 31.1.18 Nikolaev to Odessa, 25 kop. UNR rate of 15.1.18. The 
correct Kerensky rate would have been 15 kop. (compare Fig. PH7).  
 
The customers assumed that the new UNR rates continued to be in force under 
Soviet administration. 

cy,P. 904-~ ' 

~~~- ~ r ~~ ! J-. 
. ---- cYj uf{lA,I/ ! : __ ·_ . 
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Fig. PH8 : Postal stationery card 
1.3.18 Odessa to Bologna, 20 kop. 
Soviet inland rate of 28.2.18, 
postcard charged at the Soviet inland 
rate used for mail sent abroad, 
underpaid by 10 kop., therefore 
surcharged 20 kop., Italian 
censorship.  

Fig. PH7 : Picture postcard Nikolaev 
to Odessa, written 31.1.18. dispatched 
presumably 2.2.1918, 5 kop.  
Kerensky inland rate of 15.8.17, but 
surcharged at Nikolaev with 10 kop. 
suggesting the 10 kop. UNR rate of 
15.1.1918.  This surcharge indicates 
uncertainty among the postal officials 
in Nikolaev as to which rate should 
be in force (see also Fig. PH6). 

Fig. PH9 : Registered cover 20.3.18 
Odessa to Nikolaev, 25 + 25 = 50 kop. 
UNR rate of 15.1.18.  
 
Odessa was captured by German and 
Austro-Hungarian troops on 
13.3.1918 and the administration of 
the former local Soviet republic was 
taken over. The Soviet postal tariffs 
were suppressed and seven days after 
capturing the city the UNR rates of 
January 1918 were in use again. 

z ... 
C: 

TOPrOBO-n POMblWnEH HOE TOBAPMIUECTBO 
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Fig. PH11 : Commercial cover 
15.4.1918 Odessa to Berlin, no arrival 
mark but German surcharge of 25 pf.  
 
The first possibility for 
communication between Ukraine 
and Germany as well as Austria-
Hungary was of course the use of 
Field Post services of the Central 
Powers forces. In rare cases, the 
Field Post was misused for private 
correspondence. 
 
Violet cachet 
“Waffenstillstandskommission für 
das Schwarze Meer” (Armistice 
Committee for the Black Sea) and 
German Field Post datestamp. As the 
sender and the addressee were 
banks, the cover was surcharged in 
Germany with 25 pf. 

Fig. PH10 : Cover 4.4.18 Kubanskoe 
Volostnoe Pravlenie (volost’ 
administration) in Kherson 
Guberniya to Odessa, 5*25 = 125 kop. 
UNR rate of 15.1.18 (5th weight step). 

:r ~ ff4fge,,K'~ )14/f'~ /7;:::?--n.,<7-q,,,z-&1, 
,I / ( ('/ (/ 

( ~~ a,,>/.-!ud~ 

Hy6aHCKaro B0A0CTH0ro npaBA8HiR 

0 .llCCCKe.ro }'1.3llil 

BA NKHA'us 

M. ASCHKENASY 
ODESSA. 

Herren 

f~~ 

Mendelssolftn & C0 

BERLIN w. 56. 
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Fig. PH12 : Postal stationery card 
29.4.1918 from travelling post office 
no. 310 Odessa Bakhmach to Grottau 
Austria, 10 kop.  UNR rate of 15.1.18, 
overpaid by 1 kop.  Examined by the 
Austrian military censor at Odessa 
(the figure “203”) in Vienna. 
 
Posted still before the official opening 
of mail exchange with Austro-
Hungary. Probably delivered through 
the Austrian Field Post if not delayed.  

Fig. PH13 : Postal stationery card 
15.5.1918 Nikolaev to a village in 
Elisavetgrad uezd, Kherson 
guberniya, 10 kop.  UNR rate of 
15.1.18, underpaid by 4 kop.,  
therefore surcharged 8 kop.  

Fig. PH14 : Formular postcard with 
Shahiv currency stamp 4.7.1918 
Odessa to Nikolaev, 10 kop.  UNR 
rate of 15.1.18, Shahiv currency stamp 
not accepted for postage, therefore 
surcharged 20 kop.  Ex Zelonka 
collection. 
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Fig. PH16 : Postal stationery card 
1.8.1918 within Odessa, 10 kop. UNR 
rate of 15.1.18, underpaid by 7 kop., 
therefore surcharged 14 kop. 

Fig. PH17 : Registered postcard 
12.8.1918 within Odessa, 10 + 25 = 35 
kop.  UNR rate of 15.1.18. 

Fig. PH15 : Postal stationery card 
13.7.1918 Odessa to Simferopol, 10 
kop. UNR rate of 15.1.18, cachet of 
the Simferopol headquarters. 
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Fig. PH18 : Cover 16.8.1918 Odessa to Frankfurt am Main, 25 kop.  UNR rate 
of 15.1.18.  Examined by the German military censorship in Breslau.  

Fig. PH19 : Reverse of registered cover or 2nd weight step cover 19.8.1918 from 
Byelyaevskoe Volostnoe Pravlenie (volost’ administration) to Odessa, 25 + 25 = 
50 or 50 kop. UNR rate of 15.1.18, respectively.  Postally used bisected 1 rub. 
stamp to overcome a shortage of 50 kop. stamps, handwritten confirmation 
from the postmaster reading “Postage of 50 kop paid.  Head of the agency” and 
his signature. 

Voigt & Haeffner 
Ak ti engesellschaft 

fr. Frankfurt am Main 
Hanauerlandstr. 152-158. 
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Fig. PH20 : Cover 16.8.1918 Odessa 
to Hartmannsdorf, Germany, 2 x 25 
kop.  UNR rate of 15.1.18 (2nd weight 
step).  

Fig. PH21 : Postal stationery card 
22.9.1918 Odessa to Lemberg, 10 kop. 
UNR rate of 15.1.18.  Examined by 
Austrian military censor in Odessa 
(number “211”) and Lemberg. 
 
Combined use of a postal stationery 
card without trident overprint and 
two additional definitives with 
Trident overprints. The use of 
Trident-overprinted stamps and 
stationery became compulsory on 
1.10.1918. 

Fig. PH22 : Private formular 
postcard used as printed matter, sent 
30.9.1918 Odessa to Kiel, 10 kop. 
UNR postcard rate of 15.1.18 
although 5 kop. would suffice for 
inland printed matter.  Examined by 
German censor in Breslau. 
 
Last day when the use of stamps and 
stationery without trident overprints 
was possible. 
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Fig. PH23 : Cover 2.10.1918 Odessa to Karlsbad Austria, 25 kop.  UNR rate of 
15.1.18. Examined by Austrian military censor in Odessa (the number “220”) 
and Vienna. 
 
Second day after the use of stamps and stationery with Trident overprints 
became compulsory.  Ex Zelonka collection. 

Fig. PH24 : Picture postcard 8.10.1918 Odessa to Vienna, 10 kop.  UNR rate of 
15.1.18.  Examined by the Austrian military censor in Odessa (the number “231”) 
and Vienna. 

\ 1crlag Leopold Heidrich, Witn I. 1918 
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Fig. PH25 : Cash on delivery cover 5.11.1918 Odessa to Rovno, sum to be 
collected 341 rub. 50 kop., 25 + 25 registration + 1026 COD fee (3% of 342 rub.) 
= 1076 kop.  UNR rate of 15.1.18. Correctly franked (see [8]).  Ex Trevor 
Pateman stock. 
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Fig. PH26 : Printed matter postcard 
7.11.1918 Odessa to Ozarintsy village, 
5 kop.  UNR rate of 15.1.18.  

Fig. PH27 : Postcard 13.11.1918 
Odessa to Dorpat / Yur’ev, 10 kop. 
UNR rate of 15.1.18.  Examined by  
German military censor in 
Königsberg. 

Fig. PH28 : Postcard 15.11.1918 
Odessa to Bad Harzburg, Germany, 
20 kop.  UD rate of 15.11.18 
underpaid by 10 kop., but not 
surcharged, arrival Bad Harzburg 
14.1.1919.  First day of the new rate. 
Dramatic slow-down of postal 
services after the armistice. 
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under Ataman Yu.  Tytynik 
concentrated around Odessa.  
However the interventionist 
forces were not motivated at 
all to prolong the war on 
foreign soil.  Therefore they 
could not withstand the well 
organised Bolshevik troops led 
by Ataman Grigor’ev, a 
dazzling character who fought 
with the Ukrainian 
nationalists (UD), the 

V. November 1918 to April 
1919: armistice of the 
Central Powers, UNR 
troops quickly control 
Kherson guberniya, 
thereafter French troops 
partially control  
Southern Ukraine and the 
Crimea.  Soviet troops 
finally take over control, 
Odessa is occupied on 18 
December 1918, Nikolaev 
on 31 January 1919 by 
French troops. 
 
The Central Powers finally had 
to sign an armistice on 11 
November 1918.  Large 
German and Austrian army 
units were trapped in Odessa 
and Nikolaev and waited for 
months for the possibility of 
transport back home.  In this 
power vacuum, Ukrainian 
socialist troops led by a UNR 
directorate under Vladimir 
Vinnichenko and Simon 
Petlyura conquered large parts 
of Kherson guberniya.  Odessa 
with the exception of the 
harbour area was occupied by 
Petlyura’s troops between 11 
and 17 December 1918.  As 
part of a plan to support the 
White Volunteer Army against 
the Bolsheviks, on 18 
December 1918 two French 
divisions and smaller Greek, 
Romanian and Polish 
detachments landed in 
Odessa.  In addition 
Sevastopol, Nikolaev, Kherson 
and Kerch were captured by 
January 1919 (for detailed 
description see [9,10]).  Most 
of Odessa itself and an area 
around it was occupied by 
White Russian troops who 
proclaimed themselves part of 
the Volunteer Army.  The 
Russian administration of 
Odessa was headed by General 
Grishin-Almazov and later 
(from 20 March) by General 
Schwarz.  Also UNR troops 

Ukrainian socialists (UNR), 
the Bolsheviks and the 
Makhno army (in this 
sequence) and who was shot 
when he tried to team up with 
the Whites [11].  The 
interventionist troops had to 
withdraw from Kherson (9 
March), Nikolaev (16 March), 
Odessa (6 April) and finally 
from Sevastopol (19 April). 

Fig. PH29 : Local registered cover 18.11.1918 within Odessa,  25 + 50 = 75 kop. 
UD rate of 15.11.18.  Ex Zelonka collection.  
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Fig. PH30 : registered cover 19.11.1918 Odessa to Kiev, 35 + 50 = 85 kop. UD 
rate of 15.11.18, underpaid by 35 kop. in the UNR rate of 15.1.1918, erroneously 
applied 4 days after the rates’ abolition, arrival Kiev 25.12.1918.  Ex Zelonka 
collection. 

Fig. PH31 : Reverse of cover 19.11.1918 Odessa to Kiev, 35 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18, arrival Kiev 25.12.1918.  Ex Zelonka collection. 

Most of the Whites retreated 
over the Romanian border. 
 
The postal history of these 
months shows an inconsistent 
application of the new UD-
rates (Figs. PH28, PH30, 
PH32).  They had been 
introduced by the central Kiev 
administration to match the 
ongoing inflation and came 
into force on 15 November 
1918.  While in Kharkov and 
Ekaterinoslav gubernii these 
rate changes were followed 
from the first day [3], in 
Kherson guberniya some post 
offices did not observe the rate 
increases all the time.  In this 
period, the public (probably, 
even postal officials) had 
sometimes no idea what tariff 
should be applied.  This is in 
particular evident when 
looking at overpaid mail sent 
abroad e.g. to the Don area 
(Fig. PH37) and Galicia, that 
now proclaimed itself the 
Western UNR (Figs. PH52, 
PH54), but for local mail as 
well (Fig. PH56).  
Nevertheless, the postal rates 
of 15.11.18 were observed in 
most cases (Figs. PH29, PH31-
PH51, PH53, PH55, PH57), 
although occasionally with 
some over franking. Contrary 
to the practice in Kharkov and 
Ekaterinoslav gubernia, the 
old Russian postmarks 
remained in use virtually 
throughout this whole area.  
At the end of December, 
stamps without the trident 
overprint were again officially 
allowed for the franking of 
mail [7] (Figs. PH52, PH56). 
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Fig. PH32 : Registered cover 23.11.1918 Odessa to Kiev, 35 + 50 = 85 kop.  UD 
rate of 15.11.18, underpaid by 15 kop., arrival Kiev 4.1.1919.  Ex Zelonka 
collection. 

' ez . Ort . II . 
,ht s ehr selten . 

-· - .... 
, , 

' 

l 

,' 



The British Journal of Russian Philately 105 
35 

Fig. PH33 : Reverse of cover 25.11.1918 Nikolaev to Rosario, Argentina, 35 
kop. UD rate of 15.11.18. 

Dispatched prior to the occupation of Nikolaev by French troops, reached 
Moscow on 7.3.1919.  Ukraine had official postal connections with Russia. 
Transit via Austro-Hungary or Germany was probably impossible at that time 
because of the capitulation of both countries.  Thus, this cover presumably did 
not reach Argentina. 
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Fig. PH34 : Registered cover 26.11.1918 Nikolaev Birzha (Exchange) to Kiev, 
35 + 50 = 85 kop.  UD rate of 15.11.18.   Ex Zelonka collection.  
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Fig. PH36 : Postcard 3.12.1918 Odessa to Bohemia, 20 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18. 

Fig. PH35 : Cash on delivery cover 2.12.1918 Odessa to Nikolaev, amount to be 
collected 14 rub. 80 kop., 35 + 50 registration + 75 COD (5% of 15 rub.) = 160 
kop.  UD rate of 15.11.18.  Correctly franked (see [8]).   Ex Zelonka collection. 
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Fig. PH37 : Registered cover 4.12.1918 Odessa to Rostov/Don, 35 + 50 = 85 
kop. UD rate of 15.11.18, Rostov arrival 15.12.1918, no registration signs. 
 
The postal service could probably not guarantee the safe delivery of mail to 
Rostov during that period, so it refused to register this letter that the sender had 
already franked himself. Also, the sender’s address is missing, this was 
necessary for registered mail.  Ex Zelonka collection. 
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Fig. PH38 : Postcard 6.12.1918 Genichesk to Dorpat Estonia, 20 kop.  UD rate 
of 15.11.18. 

Fig. PH39 : Cover 8.12.1918 Kherson to Kharkov, 35 kop.  UD rate of 15.11.18. 
Cherrystone Auctions, January 2014, lot 1055. 
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Fig. PH40 : Cover 21.12.1918 Dudchany to Kherson, 35 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18. Ex Zelonka collection. 

Fig. PH41 : Local cover 22.12.1918 within Nikolaev, 25 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18. Ex Zelonka collection. 
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Fig. PH42 : Registered cover 25.12.1918 Nikolaev to Kiev, 2*35 + 50 = 120 kop. 
UD rate of 15.11.18 (2nd weight step), Kiev arrival 28.12.1918. 
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Fig. PH43 : Cover 25.12.1918 Nikolaev to Mönchengladbach, Germany, 35 kop. 
UD rate of 15.11.18.  German and Belgian censor sealing strips.  Ex Zelonka 
collection.  
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Fig. PH45 : Local registered cover 
30.12.1918 within Odessa, 25 + 50 = 
75 kop.  UD rate of 15.11.18, but 
overpaid by 1 kop.  

Fig. PH44 : Postcard 28.12.1918 
within Odessa, 20 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18, underpaid by 5 kop. 
therefore surcharged 10 kop.  
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Fig. PH46 : Postcard 31.12.1918 Odessa to St. Croix Switzerland, 20 kop.  UD 
rate of 15.11.18.  

Fig. PH47 : Reverse of cover 2.1.1919 Odessa to Riga, 35 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18., Riga arrival 25.2.1919. 
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Fig. PH48 : Registered cover 4.1.1919 Odessa to Kiev, 35 + 50 = 85 kop.  UD 
rate of 15.11.18.  Ex 339th Köhler auction, March 2010, Lot 2685. 

Fig. PH49 : Reverse of local registered cover 6.1.1919 within Odessa, 25 + 50 = 
75 kop.  UD rate of 15.11.18.   Ex Zelonka collection. 
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Fig. PH50 : Picture postcard 19.1.1919 within Kherson, 20 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18, underpaid by 10 kop. therefore surcharged 20 kop. 

Fig. PH51 : Cover 25.1.1919 Novo-Ukrainka Kherson guberniya to 
Yelisavetgrad, 35 kop.  UD rate of 15.11.18.   Use of so called local Kherson or 
Hetman-type trident overprinted stamps. 
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Fig. PH53 : Postcard 11.2.1919 Odessa to Yelisavetgrad, 20 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18.  Ex Zelonka collection.  

Fig. PH52 : Cover 1.2.1919 Odessa to Zhovkva, Galicia, 35 kop.  UD rate of 
15.11.18, over franked, possibly delivered.   Combined use of definitives with and 
without trident overprints.  Ex Zelonka collection. 
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Fig. PH54 : Cover 20.2.1919 Odessa to Tarnopol’ guberniya in Galicia via 
Zhmerinka and Volochisk, 35 kop.  UD rate of 15.11.18. overpaid by 15 kop.  Ex 
Zelonka collection. 

Fig. PH55 : Registered cover 7.3.1919 Odessa to Yalta, 35 + 50 = 85 kop.  UD 
rate of 15.11.18.  Ex Zelonka collection.  
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PRISONER OF WAR MAIL FROM JAPANESE CONTROLLED P.O.W. CAMPS  
1919-1920 
Edward Klempka 

Following the occupation of 
Siberia, the Russians handed 
over the administration of 
P.O.W. camps established for 
the holding of German, 
Austrian and Hungarian 
prisoners of war captured 
during World War I on the 
Eastern Front.  There were 
several prisoner of war camps 
situated near Vladivostok.  
Mail from these camps was 
subject to dual or triple 
censorship, Russian, Japanese 
and American.  
 
Pervaya Rechka prisoner 
of war camp 
 
Fig.1 is a letter from a 
Hungarian prisoner of war at 
Pervaya Rechka to the north of  
Vladivostok.  The circular red 
handstamp is a dual language 
censor mark (both Russian 
and Japanese) whilst the 
boxed purple handstamp is a 
Russian censor mark of the 
Camp Commandant. 
 
Mail addressed into the 
prisoner of war camps is very 
rare.  Fig. 2 illustrates a 
postcard from Shanghai of 10 
October 1920 addressed to a 
prisoner at the Japanese 
P.O.W. camp Pervaya Rechka, 
Vladivostok, Siberia arriving 
13 December 1920. 

Fig. 1: Letter from  Pervaya  Rechka prisoner of war camp near  Vladivostok 
with circular oval Russian and Japanese censorship and boxed camp 
commandant censorship. 

Fig. 2: Postcard from Shanghai addressed to a prisoner of war at the Japanese 
camp Pervaya Rechka, Vladivostok. 
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Nikol’sk prisoner of war 
camp 
 
Fig. 3 shows a postcard with 
the dual (Russian and 
Japanese) circular red censor 
mark.  It has been additionally 
censored by the American 
censor (purple circle No. 53).  
 
 
 
 

Fig. 3:  Front and back of a postcard from prisoner of war at Nikol’sk (near 
Vladivostok).  Triple censored Russian, Japanese and American. 

Fig. 4: Prisoner of war mail from Krasnaya Rechka, Khabarovsk. 

Krasnaya Rechka, 
Khabarovsk prisoner of 
war camp 
 
Fig. 4 illustrates a postcard 
written from an Austrian 
prisoner of war situated at 
Krasnaya Rechka, near 
Vladivostok. 

; Adresse: 

Pmtwort - Repons 
CARTE 

Portofrei Verlag der o, terr. Gee. vom ,,Roten Kreuze" Nachdruck verboten 
• H(\m1.1aT110 IIa,,:auie AB<'TJ>. 061n .. Kpacna ·o KpecTa. ITepcuet.1aTRR. uocnpc1nao1rn • 
0• • .................................................... ... ...................................... •••••••••• .. 



The British Journal of Russian Philately 105 
52 

RUSSIAN EMPIRE USED ABROAD: RUSSIAN POST IN CHINA 
Dr. Wilhelm Grundmann 

Russian Post in China 
(China/ Inner and Outer 
Mongolia/ Russia/ 
Germany/ Sweden) 
 
A very scarce “KALGAN” 
cancellation – a variety of 
the Russian Post in China   
 
As a historian and at the same 
time a stamp collector (of 
Russian, Chinese and 
Mongolian postage stamps) I 
was confronted some years 
ago with an interesting article 
by the Swedish Expert Börje 
Wallberg which was published 
under the heading “Outer 
Mongolia – a philatelic 
outfield” more than 40 years 
ago.  In this article he reported 
on “Old Swedish Mongol 
Post“, in particular on the 
rarity of a very scarce Russian 
“KALGAN” cancellation from 
1897 applied to two covers 
from Swedish missionaries 
working during that time in  
Inner Mongolia.  Those covers 
were dispatched from the 
Russian post office at Chinese 
Kalgan across Inner and Outer 
Mongolia, on to Troitskosavsk 
at the Siberian border, 
through Russia via Moscow 
and further into the German 
Empire.  From there they were 
sent by the Baltic ferry 
“Sassnitz-Trelleborg” on to the 
Swedish town of Linköpping.
[1] 
 
It took more than seven 
decades for the philatelic 
world to become aware of the 
existence of this rarity of the 
Russian Post in China.  This 
very scarce “KALGAN” 
cancellation which has been 
omitted from the legendary 
works by Tchilinghirian and 

Fig.1 
 
KALGAN: 1897 Russia 4k postal stationery card sent from China across Inner 
and Outer Mongolia through Siberia to European Russia, Germany and on to 
Sweden, with an  imprinted 4k Arms (carmine) of the 1889-1992 issue tied  by 
Kalgan 24 VIII 1897 single-ring c.d.s. in black (not recorded by T&S, Casey Type 
4) with a further strike adjacent, also with a Troitskosavsk ?  IX 1897 c.d.s. in 
black with serial number '4' (Hellrigl Type 1c, Robinson 1388.2) at the Chinese/
Mongolian-Russian border where it received a violet OBEZZARAZHENO 
(disinfected) handstamp, with transit marks of Moscow, a 27 IX 1897 c.d.s. and 
the Baltic ferry Sassnitz-Trelleborg, a 12 X 1897 c.d.s. and with an Östervala 14 
IX 1897 arrival c.d.s. 
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Stephen (“Stamps of the 
Russian Empire Used Abroad, 
Part IV”) had been discovered 
and brought to the attention of 
the philatelic public by the 
Swedish Colonel (later 
Brigadier) Börje Wallberg.   
 
The renowned “British 
Journal of Russian Philately” 
reported that this Swedish 
collector successfully 
presented the missionary mail 
as part of his Mongolia 
collection at the international 
stamp exhibition 
“Philympia” (1970) and  
received  a silver medal.[2]  
Later he himself wrote about 
the “Old Swedish Mongol 
Post” in some philatelic 
articles.[3] 
 
Again 35 years later the 
famous British philatelist Dr. 
Raymond Casey also made an 
analysis of one of those covers 
in the “British Journal of 
Russian Philately” [4] and 
published this “philatelic 
pearl” in a special publication 
about his unique Grand Prix 
Collection “Russian Post 
Offices in the Chinese Empire 
(Part II)”, issued by the David 
Feldman auction house. [5] 
 
Both Swedish missionary 
covers dated 9-XI-1897 and 24
-XII-1897 had been 
considered until recently as 
the only postal documents in 
the world which prove the 
existence of this scarce 
“KALGAN” cancellation which 
had not been recorded for 
decades.   
 
Some time ago I had the 
unique opportunity to acquire 
a new item of “Old Swedish 
Mongol Post”.  It is a Russian 
postal stationary item, [6] a 
“CARTE POSTALE” with a 
black two-line Russian and 

French imprint “VSEMIRNYJ 
POTCHTOVY SOJUZ. 
ROSSIJA” and “UNION 
POSTALE UNIVERSELLE. 
RUSSIE” (Universal Postal 
Union), flanked at the top left 
with a black imprinted 
Russian Eagle emblem and at 
the top right with an 
imprinted carmine 4 kop. 
Arms stamp of the 1889-1892 
issue (the normal Russian 
postal rate for an international 
card).  The Russian post office 
at Kalgan used only ordinary  
Russian definitives without 
the Cyrillic overprint “KITAI” 
just as the Russian post office 
at Urga did also after 1899-
1917. 
 
Considering the fact that the 
inscription the postcard 
mentions books, shoes and 
postage stamps and that this 
postal item is addressed to a 
Swedish priest in Östervala, 
Sweden we can  assume that 
this postal document also 
belongs to Swedish missionary 
mail.  However, the fact 
remains that it had been 
posted at the Russian post 
office at Kalgan and on the 
front side has two of the rare 
single-ring circular 
datestamps in black - 
“KALGAN” at the top and 
“POCHTOV. KONTORA” at 
the bottom as well as in the 
centre the cross-shaped 
dispatch date “24 VIII 1897” 
and the serial number “1” (not 
recorded by Tchilinghirian & 
Stephen; Casey Type 4).  This 
cancellation was in use 
between 1897 and 1905. 
 
The long journey of this 
postcard started first on a 
camel's back along the old 
“Tea Road” from KALGAN, 
directly located at the Great 
Wall of China, through the 
“Gate to Mongolia” to the 

North, crossing Inner and 
Outer Mongolia, in particular 
the exhausting Gobi desert, 
passing URGA, the capital of 
Outer Mongolia and seat of 
the “Living Buddha” and 
reaching KYAKHTA, the most 
important “buying and selling” 
point on the Siberian-Russian 
frontier.  At the border post 
office the card received on the 
reverse the Cyrillic 
“TROITSKOSAVSK 
ZABAIK.OB./ POCHT(OVO) 
TEL (EGRAFNAYA) KONT
(ORA) with “? IX 1897” transit  
circular datestamp in black 
with serial number 
'4' (Hellrigl, Type 1c, Robinson 
1388.2).  At the same time this 
postal item was treated at the 
disinfection station and 
received a violet Cyrillic 
“OBEZZARAZHENO”  
(disinfected) handstamp. 
During this time the Far East 
suffered from severe 
epidemics. 
 
In 1896 the Tsarist 
government of Russia, with 
the aim of preventing every 
risk of spreading epidemics, 
ordered that all mail from 
countries that were affected by 
such diseases (cholera, 
bubonic plagues) must be 
fumigated.[7] Until 1900 all 
mail from China via Mongolia 
was disinfected  at the Russian 
border station Troitskosavsk. 
 
In his highly praised 
handbook “The Postal History 
of Mongolia 1841 – 1941” the 
well-known philatelist 
Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 
emphasised the importance of 
both of the above-mentioned 
Swedish covers as “disinfected 
mail” from the Siberian 
Troitskosavsk.[8]  The newly 
discovered “disinfected” 
Russian postal stationery card 
from Kalgan was not known to 
him. 
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On Russian territory the 
Siberian postal route 
continued firstly overland 
(and later possibly by boat on 
the river Selenga) via Verkhne
-Udinsk (today Ulan-Ude, 
capital of Buryatiya) and 
Selenginsk and then to a post 
office located directly on the 
Eastern shore of Lake Baikal. 
 
In 1897 the construction of the 
Trans-Siberian Railway in its 
various sections -  the West 
Siberian, Mid-Siberian and 
Transbaikal Railways had not 
been completed and was not 
yet in operation.  Especially 
the section of the 
Circumbaikal railway (the so-
called “Golden Buckle of the 
Russian Iron Belt”) with very 
difficult terrain on the south-
west and southern shores of 
Lake Baikal (or  the “Holy 
Sea”) had been enormously 
complicated both in regard to 
the beginning and the 
completion of the construction 
work (high cost and difficult 
engineering).[9] 
  
During that time most of the 
mail crossed the southern part 
of Lake Baikal by a steamer  
operating from the small 
village (Mysovaya) on the 
eastern shore to the western 
shore (70 miles) at a steamer 
landing place at the village of 
Listvenichnoe.  From the post-
telegraph office there the 
postal bags were transported 
by a horse-drawn carriage 
further along the Angara river 
to Irkutsk, the capital of 
Eastern Siberia. 
 
From Irkutsk the Russian 
postcard was forwarded 
overland (most probably) 
along the southern shorter line 
of the Great Siberian postal 
route to the West, passing 
almost all important towns 

and naturally cutting at right-
angles the majority of the 
largest rivers of the country: 
near Krasnoyarsk (Yenisei), 
near Achinsk (Chulym), near 
Tomsk (Tom), near Novo-
Nikolaevsk – today 
Novosibirsk (Ob) and near 
Omsk (Irtysh). 
 
It is not known how many post
-stations were involved in 
transporting the mail and how 
many horses were used on the 
very risky roads through the 
vast forests of the Taiga.  It is 
further unknown from which 
railway station in Siberia the 
postcard  was finally 
dispatched to the West. 
 
From Omsk the card was 
transported either on the 
route via Tyumen - 
Ekaterinburg - Kazan’ or 
(most probably) via 
Chelyabinsk - Ufa - Samara to 
Moscow, the heart of 
European Russia.  It received 
a black Cyrillic single-ring  
circular (transit) datestamp 
“MOSKVA/ * 27 IX 1897 ?/ 
IV/ EKSPEDITSIYA/ ?/” and 
the Russian card travelled 
further by railway to the West 
via Warsaw, Poland to the port 
of Sassnitz on the Island of 
Rügen, in the northern part of 
the German Empire.  From 
there it crossed the Baltic Sea 
by the German-Swedish ferry, 
where it received a (transit) 
double-ring datestamp 
“SASSNITZ-TRELLEBORG/
*B*/ 12.10.1897”.  At the final 
destination in the Kingdom of 
Sweden it received an (arrival) 
single-ring datestamp 
“ÖSTERVALA / 14.10.1897”.  
      
The postcard from the Russian 
office at Chinese Kalgan, 
characterised here  as “Old 
Swedish Mongol Post”, 
travelled on an unbelievably 

long overland route by using 
camels, horses, carts and 
carriages, boats, ships and 
railways covering a distance of 
about 10,000 kilometres in 51 
days.  This extraordinary 
philatelic item is the 
predecessor of the two above- 
mentioned missionary covers 
(9 XI 1897 and 24 XII 1897) 
and up to now the only 
Russian postal stationery card 
in the world with the very 
scarce single circular 
datestamps of KALGAN 
(Hellrigl, Type 4) and 
TROITSKOSAVSK (Hellrigl, 
Type 1c, Robinson 1388.2) as 
well as a rarely documented 
violet disinfection handstamp 
from this part of the 
Transbaikal region. 
                                                          
Although the Kalgan card 
itself was not postally handled 
in Outer Mongolia, its 
dispatch along the more than 
1,500 kilometres Trans-
Mongolian overland road from 
the Great Wall gate at Kalgan, 
crossing Mongolia to the 
Siberian border post at 
Kyakhta, Troitskosavsk is an 
interesting example of 
Mongolia's role as a postal 
transit territory between 
China, Russia and Western 
Europe.  It proves very clearly 
that even before the opening 
of the “Great Siberian 
Railway” (today the Trans-
Siberian Railway or Transsib) 
the Siberian postal route was 
one of the most important 
communication lines between 
Asia and Europe. 
 
The history of the Kalgan card 
shows only one of the facets of 
the broad spectrum of 
activities of the Russian Post 
in China.  There is no doubt 
about its importance for the 
postal history of the Russian 
Empire abroad, the Kingdom 
of Sweden, the German 



The British Journal of Russian Philately 105 
55 

Empire and lastly Outer 
Mongolia before its 
declaration of independence in 
1911 and the national 
revolution in 1921. 
 
Notes:                 
 
[1] The first Swedes to enter 

Mongolia were connected with 
the Scandinavian Alliance 
Mission of North America.  In 
1895 Mr. David Sternberg first 
settled at Kalgan, and then 
purchased a piece of land 
among the Ordos tribe, so that 
he might establish a colony of 
missionary work.  (See chapters 
“Mongolia” and “Work for the 
Mongols near Kalgan” in: 
Marshall Broomhall.  “The 
Chinese Empire.   A General 
and Missionary Survey, Morgan 
at Scott/1907), pp.355-357; 364
-366. 

[2] Börje Wallberg. “Yttre 
Mongoliet – en filatelistik 
utmark” Outer Mongolia – A 
Philatelic Outfield), SOLEX 
1972 Exhibition Catalogue, p. 
26. 

 

[3] W.S.E. Stephen. “More 'Used 
Abroad' Items”, British Journal 
of Russian Philately, No.46 
(1971), pp. 6-7. 

[4] Börje Wallberg. “Tidig 
mongolpost via Sassnitz-
Trelleborg), Svensk Filatelistik 
Tidskrift, Vol.4 (1972), pp. 223-
224.  See also: Börje Wallberg 
and Seow Chuan Koh. Mongolia 
– Its early Postal History.” 
SINGPEX 90 Exhibition 
Catalogue, Singapore 1990, p. 
72. 

[5] Raymond Casey. “The China 
Shop 3”, British Journal of 
Russian Philately, Nos. 94/95 
(2006), pp. 11 and 13. 

[6] Raymond Casey. “The Russian 
Post Offices in the Chinese 
Empire.  China Proper – 
Mongolia – Sinkiang”.  Part 
Two of Grand Prix specialised 
collection, David Feldmann SA, 
Geneva, p. 56. 

[7] See copy of the front and 
reverse of the Russian postal 
stationery card. 

[8] See Denis Vandervelde.Russia: 
“The 'OBEZZARAZHENO' 
Cachets, 1897-1906”, Journal of 

Rossica Society of Russian 
Philately, Nos.128/129 (October 
1997), pp.80-83. 

[9] Wolfgang C. Hellrigl. “The 
Postal History of Mongolia 1841
-1941”, The Royal Philatelic 
Society London 2011, p.86. 

[10] For the first time a train arrived 
at  the shore of Lake Baikal on 
29 October, 1898 from Irkutsk 
up to the station Baikal (the 
length was 70 km).  The original 
Circumbaikal Railway (from 
Baikal up to Mysovaya) was a 
distance of 260 kilometres.  
Today the main route  of the 
Transsib covers 171 kilometres.  
Over the length of the railway 
during the building of the first 
track 39 tunnels were built 
(total length 8,004 m) and also 
about 500 cuttings, bridges and 
viaducts. The whole length of 
the Circumbaikal Railway was 
opened on 18 September, 1904, 
and  on 16 October, 1905 it was 
brought into regular  operation 
and became part of the 
Transbaikal Railway.  The 
crossing of Lake Baikal by train  
ferry began in April 1900. 
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1917-1919 PRINTING, DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF IMPERIAL ARMS IMPERFORATE 
STAMPS 
Trevor Pateman 

Russia’s first stamp was issued 
imperforate in 1858 just 
because the perforating 
machine had not arrived and 
the authorities decided they 
did not want to delay the 
issue.  But from Russia’s 
second stamp, issued in the 
same year, all Russian stamps 
until 1917 were issued 
perforated to a high standard 
and with very, very few sheets 
of accidentally imperforate 
stamps slipping through the 
net of quality controls and 
ending up in post offices. 
 
The decision in 1917 - at a date 
after the Tsar’s abdication and 
the downfall of the Romanovs 
- to distribute stamps which 
had not been perforated 
represented a defeat for the 
postal authorities;  it was an 
obvious and dramatic 
deterioration in stamp quality 
and posed practical challenges 
at post office counters. 
 
Catalogues give March or April 
1917 as the issue date for the 
imperforate stamps but this is 
misleading.  There was 
certainly no first day of issue. 
There are at least five stages in 
the progress of these stamps to 
post office counters: first, their 
printing; second, the transfer 
of the printed stamps to the 
central distribution office; 
third, onward distribution to 
post and telegraph district 
main offices; fourth, further 
distribution within a district; 
fifth, actual deployment at 
post office counters, 
occasionally after attempts at 
local rouletting or perforating. 
 
In reality, these stamps were 
not so much issued as 

reluctantly allowed out as and 
when no perforated stamps of 
a required value were 
available.  As a result, different 
values came into use at 
different times and never 
everywhere at the same time. 
At least some of the values 
available imperforate were 
only distributed to some - and 
sometimes only a few - post 
and telegraph districts.  One 
value never reached post office 
counters at all: the 14 kopek 
imperforate overprinted for 
use in China.  
 
It is an interesting project to 
try to chart at least three 
things:  
 
 the early dates of use of each 

imperforate value; 
 the dates after which they 

disappear from use; 
 the postal districts to which 

they were distributed, 
especially where these were 
few in number. 

Early Dates of Use 
 
I have no example of an 
imperforate stamp used on a 
travelled cover or card before 1 
April 1917 [Old Style].  Fig. 1 
shows an ordinary letter 
correctly franked at 10 kopeks 
and sent from a stamp dealer 
in Petrograd to another dealer 
in Abo/Turku, Finland. 
Interestingly, the letter is sent 
from PETROGRAD 11 and not 
- as one might imagine for a 
new issue - Petrograd 1. 
 
The stamps appear in use in 
the order shown on Table 1.  
The date and place given are 
those of the stamp’s 
appearance on a travelled 
cover or card except where 
indicated. Philatelic usages are 
flagged. 
 
Now these dates can no doubt 
be improved upon but, even 
allowing for the limitations of 
my own collection, I think it 

Fig. 1  
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safe to conclude that after an 
initial - and widespread - 
distribution of the four low 
values (1, 2, 3 and 5 kopeks) 
the remaining values come 
into use over a long period of 
time - and of the kopek values 
above 5 kopeks, none is really 
commonly used at face value 
(i.e. before the March 1920 
100-times revaluations).  At 
least one value (the 4 kopeks) 
does become more common 
after its revaluation. 
 
Disappearance from Use 
 
For most issued stamps, it is 
always possible to find “late 
usages” which are usually 
uninteresting: they generally 
reflect no more than that 
people mislay stamps and use 
them when they eventually 
come across them. 
 
But I do get the impression 
that at least some of the 
imperforates appear and then 
disappear to be replaced by 
fresh supplies (or freshly 
found supplies) of perforated 
stamps of the same value. 
Thus, for example, the 5 kopek 
imperforate is widely used in 
1917 - 18 and then disappears 
and is replaced by 5 kopek 
perforated stamps which 
continue to figure quite 
commonly right until the end 
of the period of use of the 
Imperial Arms stamps.  The 
same seems true of the 2 
kopeks.  I have a feeling that 1 
kopek stamps may not have 
been issued in new perforated 
forms - the imperforates seem 
to occur quite commonly over 
a long period. 
 
But this question of period of 
use is a difficult one to 
research.  One really needs a 
very large quantity of items to 
make much progress. 

 
Distribution of the 
Imperforate Stamps 
 
Control over the distribution 
of the imperforate stamps 
passed from the Provisional 
Government to the Bolsheviks. 
Over the course of 1918 -1919, 
the Bolsheviks lost control of 
the majority of post and 
telegraph districts, regaining 
control during the course of 
1920 until the Civil War ended 
with General Wrangel’s 
November 1920 evacuation 
from the Crimea. 
 
It seems fairly clear that 
distribution of some 
imperforate values was 

extremely limited.  Most 
interestingly, it seems that the 
majority of some values ended 
up in independent and 
German-occupied Ukraine 
where they were used, first 
without and then (from 
August / September 1918) 
with Trident overprints.  To 
me, it is as if these undesirable 
stamps were dumped on a less
-favoured group of post and 
telegraph districts. 
 
The situation is clearest for the 
scarce 10 rouble imperforate. 
 
I believe that this stamp, 
printed in relatively small 
numbers, was only distributed 
from Petrograd to a few postal 

1 kopek 1.4.1917 Petrograd [philatelic] 

5 kopeks 8.4.1917 Riga [philatelic]; 16.4.1917 Petrograd 

3 kopeks 20.4.1917 Moscow [philatelic]; 1.5.1917 Petrograd 39 Riga 
TPO 

2 kopeks 27.6.1917 Tiflis 

   

1 rouble 7.10.1917 Petrograd parcel receipt book 

50 kopeks 21.11.1917 Okna, Podolia [loose pair of stamps but probably 
not CTO] 

5 roubles 1.12.1917 Moscow [loose stamp but probably not CTO] 

35 kopeks 7.12.1917 Odessa 

15 kopeks 19.12.1917 Kiev 

   

Presumably with new dates: 

   

10 roubles 8.12.1917 Odessa [loose stamp] 

20 kopeks 1.3.1918 Tula [post office internal document] 

4 kopeks 30.3.1918 Petrograd [loose stamp which may be CTO] 

3 roubles 50 23.4.1918 Kotelva, Kharkov [loose stamp] 

7 roubles 17.7.1918 Krivyakino, Moscow Gub. [parcel card] 

25 kopeks 26.11.1918 Moscow 

   

70 kopeks 11.6.1919 Petrograd [block of 8 stamps probably not CTO] 

   

10 kopeks No reliable information 

Table 1  
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districts.  Those districts 
included Odessa, Kharkov, 
Poltava and Baku, but did not 
include Petrograd and 
Moscow - or for that matter, 
most of Russia “proper”. 
 
In Baku, the stamp was used 
after independence but prior 
to the introduction of the 
"Musavat" pictorials. I don't 
now have a copy but in the 
past ten years or so have, I 
think, sold two examples. 
 
As for the other districts which 
had the stamp, I show some 
examples in Fig. 2. 
 
The top right stamp is 
cancelled ODESSA 8 12 17 and 
this is the earliest date I can 
record for the use of this 
stamp. Odessa at this time was 
a “Red” (Bolshevik) city.  Next 
to this stamp is a divided pair 
cancelled KHARKOV 4 4 18, 
the earliest date I have for use 
there - I have 15 more stamps 
cancelled at Kharkov between 
May and July, some of which I 
think are cancelled to order. 
Kharkov was a "Red" city until 
the Bolsheviks surrendered to 
the Germans on 9 April 1918.  
 
To the left of the Kharkov 
stamps is a copy cancelled 
SUMY KHAR[kov] also in 
April 1918.  I have seven more 
copies used at Sumy in April 
and May, which leads me to 
think that Kharkov passed on 
some of its stock to other 
offices in its postal district. 
 
Then there is a copy on a 
formular fragment used at 
LOKHVITSA POLTAVA  1 3 18 
- the fragment is signed 
Z.MIKULSKI - and so earlier 
than the Kharkov district 
stamps.  As in the Sumy case, 
the use of this stamp at 
Lokhvitsa indicates that the 

Poltava main office passed on 
some of its stock to other 
offices in its district. 
 
The stocks in these three 
districts - Odessa, Kharkov 
and Poltava - were clearly 
quite large as the stamps can 
also be found (and not as 
rarities) with Trident 
overprints of those districts 
applied later in the year 
(probably August - 
September).  Kyiv and Podillia 
Tridents on 10 rouble 
imperforates are listed in the 
Seichter and Bulat catalogues 
but they are rarities and do 
not lead me to conclude that 
there was a regular 
distribution to these districts. 
I do have a 10 rouble cancelled 
KIEV 29 6 18 but this is 
cancelled to order and could 
have been brought to the 
counter.  But it's possible that 
Kiev had a small allocation of 
the 10 rouble stamp. 
  
As a perforated stamp the 10 
rouble is common right 
through the 1917 - 23 period in 
the wove paper printings 
usually dated to 1915 - 1917 
and in two distinct shades.  In 
contrast, the 10 rouble 
imperforate simply disappears 
from use once the copies 
overprinted with Tridents had 
been used up in 1919.  And, 
perhaps most surprisingly of 

all, the vast majority of used 
copies of this stamp - both 
unoverprinted and 
overprinted - are used in a 
new country, Ukraine, legally 
independent of Russia. 
 
Conclusions 
 
Because of the manner in 
which they were issued - no 
first day of issue, distribution 
as needed, limited geographic 
distribution - the postal use of 
the 1917 imperforates is a 
suitable subject for empirical 
study.  Once such a study is 
begun, it soon becomes 
apparent that some of  the 
values - familiar enough from 
mint remainders - are elusive 
postally used at face value.  I 
have not discussed in this 
short article their continued 
use as revalued stamps from 
March 1920 onwards.  Nor 
have I discussed the efforts 
made by local postmasters and 
private businesses to improve 
the usability of the 
imperforates by perforating or 
rouletting them.   
 
Further discussion of these 
topics can be found on my 
website 
www.armeniazemstvo.com  

Fig. 2  

http://www.armeniazemstvo.com/
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THE LUBOML ISSUE 
Ron Tufft 

An enigma, a mystery... 
and a puzzle! 
 
A stamp issue with a mystery 
attached is an interesting issue 
indeed, and I doubt that a 
more  mysterious issue than 
the Luboml stamps exists.  In 
what quantity were they 
issued? (although I’m sure 
we’ll never know).  Were they 
ever released as a legitimate 
issue?  Do genuine postal 
covers exist?  Why the strange 
arrangement in the sheet 
layout out whereby the twelfth 
stamp has an inverted value 
(in all values) while the 
eleventh stamp is omitted and 
left blank?  Due to the passage 
of time and in the absence of 
those present, we can but 
speculate... 
 
The town of Luboml (Libine in 
Yiddish) was a busy 
commercial centre roughly 
200 miles from Warsaw.  This 
was a multi-cultural town but 
without tension; even the local 
Mayor was a Jew.  In an epoch 
of changing borders this part 
of Poland was, at time of 
printing,  under the 
jurisdiction of Russia.  Luboml 
became part of the re-
established Poland in 
November 1918, near to the 
Ukrainian border.  In 1920, 
the Soviets invaded Poland 
and the area was once again, 
briefly, under Russian rule. 
(Following World War II, 
Luboml became part of 
Ukraine, devoid of its Jewish 
population, mainly 
exterminated in the 
Holocaust).   
 
The 10h value depicts, for the 
first time in philatelic history, 
the image of a synagogue, the 

fortress-like Great Synagogue 
of Luboml.  These stamps, 
both perforated and 
imperforate in seemingly 
equal distribution on stiff, 
slightly grey paper, were 
unique as the Yiddish 
language is printed alongside 

the German, Polish and 
Ukrainian text, all printed 
inside the framework  - but 
with an absence of Cyrillic 
Russian.  The inscriptions all 
read ‘City Post’. 

5h Postcard rate. 
Depicts market area. 

10h Local letter rate. 
Depicts Great Synagogue of Luboml. 

20h Letters for rural dispatch. 
Depicts town square. 

25h Small packet rate. 
Depicts Catholic church. 

50h Packets for rural dispatch. 
Depicts Greek Orthodox church. 

Fig. 1 

Fig. 2 
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An enigma: 
 
Were these stamps ever a 
legal issue?  
 
After the outbreak of World 
War l, this territory was 
occupied by Austria and a 
basic postal service was 
provided by the Austrian 
“Etappenpostamt” (military 
stage postal service).  Postal 
deliveries were made to key 
post offices but not to 
individual private addresses. 
In the months leading up to 
the end of the war, however, 
many Polish city postal 
authorities began to run out of 
stamps.  As with Warsaw, 
Lodz and many other Polish 
cities, Luboml took a decision 
to issue postage stamps of its 
own.  In September 1918, the 
Luboml town administration 
ordered stamps from the 
printing company “Unia” in 
Prague.  The production of the 
stamps appears extremely 
uniform - only the 50h shows 
a colour variation, from olive-
green to a more greyish hue. 
 
The cancellation 
“STADTPOST LUBOML 
13.Xl.1918” is usually found in 
black ink, however the 
cancellation also exists in blue 
and violet which could 
indicate that postal items may 
well have been cancelled at 
different post offices.  It is 
believed that it was the 
intention of the postal 
authority in Luboml to issue 
the stamps, as there was 
certainly a need for them. 
Therefore, I think we can 
discount the possibility of this 
issue being bogus although the 
regularity of the Stadtpost 
13.Xl.1918 cancellation is 
worrying, especially as the 
stamps were only ordered in 
September. 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 4: LOW RESOLUTION IMAGE The most ‘authentic’ looking postally 
used cover I could find although featuring all five values, so again, showing no 
authentic postal rate usage. Only the year (21) is clear enough to distinguish any 
date which seems quite late for this ‘issue’.  I think we can surmise this cover to 
be fictitious. 
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Fig. 5 

Fig. 6 
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The mystery: 
 
The 12th invert. 
 
An inverted value appears in 
the twelfth position on the 
pane of 12.  This is quite 
uniform and appears for every 
value.  It would seem that the 
printing press used was only 
small and each sheet had to be 
printed half (one pane) at a 
time, turning the sheet to 
facilitate the printing of  the 
second half.  Therefore, all 
values of the stamps are tête- 
bêche with a gutter in 
between.  The reason for the 
inverted value is a mystery, 
and can only be explained 
away by Unia (Prague) 
‘creating a variety.’ 
 

Finally, the puzzle: 
 
The missing stamp?  
 
Each ‘mini’ sheet measures 177 
x 150 mm with the eleventh 
stamp in each pane 
conspicuous by its absence. 
This phenomenon applies to 
each value and I suspect I have 
an explanation for the 12th 
invert, but I cannot see the 
logic of the 11th absentee 
unless it is purely for handling 
purposes.  Note the 25h block 
0f 4 blue (3 stamps) having 
smudge marks in the 11th 
position.  
 
# My own personal theory 
regarding this issue is that 
not only did Unia (Prague) 
produce the stamp issue, they 
also produced the postmarks. 
Hence, most covers seem to be 
‘cancelled by favour’.  Each 
and every cover (seen by the 
author) includes all 5 values, 
therefore exceeding the rate 
needed for genuine postage.  I 
surmise that Unia (Prague) 

were never paid and possibly 
never expected payment, 
hence everything was done on 
the cheap.  The company 
utilised the printing to 
produce covers and then 
obtained revenue from the 
remaining stamps.  Another 
more simple answer might be 
that a few sample sheets were 
dispatched from the printing 
company to Luboml and a 

local canceller was used to 
produce philatelic covers on a 
selection of old envelopes with 
any original stamp residue or 
marks covered over. 
 
This is, nevertheless, a pretty 
rare issue in any sense and 
covers in particular command 
a high price. 

Fig. 7 

Fig. 8 
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JAPANESE OCCUPATION OF SAKHALIN ISLAND 
Edward Klempka 

Sakhalin Island is a large, 
remote and sparsely populated 
island which has long been 
fought over in the struggles 
between Russia and Japan.  As 
early as the 17th century both 
Russia and Japan colonised 
the island - the northern  part 
under  Russian control and the 
southern part under Japanese 
control. 
 
The island remained divided  
until the end of World War II, 
when Russia invaded the 
Japanese part. 
 
It is a large island, situated 25 
miles north of the Japanese 
island of Hokkaido.  The 
population of the island is 
relatively small.  
Approximately 580,000 
people live on the island 
(2005). 
 
The abdication of Tsar 
Nicholas II in March 1917 
came as a complete surprise to 
the island.  The civil war 
eventually spread eastwards 
and the White Russian Forces 
seized  Vladivostok  and 
Aleksandrovsk,  Sakhalin’s 
capital.  The island fell to the 
Red Army in 1919.  In 1920, 
the Japanese invaded the 
northern part of the island and 
started a five-year period of 
occupation which ended on 15 
May 1925. 
 
Philatelic material from the 
island is rare, but a number of  
field post offices were 
established in the occupation 
period. 
 
Japanese Field Post Office 50 
was opened  at Aleksandrovsk 
on 27 May 1920, and field post 
office cancellations were put 

into use.   
 
Fig. 1 shows the use of F.P.O. 
50 on 12 April 1922 (Japanese 
11.4.12) being military mail 
from the Sakhalin Army H.Q., 
Aleksandrovsk. 
 
Figs. 2 and 3 show a postcard 
written in Russian from a 

Japanese officer at Matsumoto
-Shi, Nagano-Ken, Japan sent 
to a Russian, Nikolai 
Baranovskii, Aleksandrovsk, 
Sakhalin Island.  The mail was 
not delivered and the postcard 
was returned through the 
Japanese  military F.P.O. 50 
on 6 January 1921 (Japanese 
12.1.6).  The boxed F.P.O. 

Fig. 2: Postcard from a Japanese officer at Matsumoto-Shi, Nagano-Ken, Japan 
sent to Aleksandrovsk , Sakhalin Island (written in Russian).  

Fig. 1: Field Post Office 50 used 12 April 1922 from Army H.Q. Aleksandrovsk, 
Sakhalin. 
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instructions state “Return to 
sender due to absence of 
addressee” and by hand 
“Return to Matsumoto post 
office”. 
 
Fig. 4 is a commemorative 
F.P.O. 50 postmark used from 
Aleksandrovsk, Sakhalin 
Island on 20 April 1921 
(Japanese 10.4.20) to mark 
the  50th anniversary of the 
issue of the first Japanese 
stamp. 
 
Field Post Office 51 was 
situated at Karafuto, Sakhalin.    
Fig. 5 shows a postcard from I 
Takizawa Rukov from the 
Army Hospital, Karafuto.  The 
message is quite interesting: “I 
arrived at this sub-hospital. I 
serve here on war service.  It’s 
20° C in the day time.  Soldiers 
wear summer clothes.  About 
150 Russian families live here.  
They like the Japanese. We 1 
surgeon, 2 chefs, 16 soldiers 
live peacefully”.  A very small 
Japanese contingent that had 
access to a field post office. 
 
Field Post Office 54 was 
located at Nikolaevsk, 
Sakhalin.  The postcard at Fig. 
6 was posted at F.P.O. 54 on 4 
August 1921 (Japanese 10.8.4) 
from a member of  11th 
Company, 29th Infantry 
Regiment, Nikolaevsk,  to 
Japan. 
 
Fig. 7 illustrates the use of  
F.P.O. 54 on 10 February 1922 
(Japanese 11.2.10) from 
Nikolaevsk, Sakhalin, sent by a 
member of the Sakhalin 
Expeditionary Force, 10th 
Company, 29th Infantry 
Regiment.  On arrival in Japan  
the postcard was redirected to  
a new address.     

Fig. 3: The postcard in Fig.2 was returned to the sender from Field Post Office 
50 Aleksandrovsk, Sakhalin Island with boxed F.P.O. instructions “Return to 
sender due to absence of addressee”. 

Fig. 4: Commemorative Aleksandrovsk, Sakhalin Island postmark used on 20 
April 1921 to mark the 5th anniversary of the issue of the first Japanese stamp.  
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Fig. 5: Postcard written from Field Post Office 51 from the Army Hospital,  
North Karafuto, Sakhalin Island. 

Fig. 6: Field Post Office 54 situated at Aleksandrovsk used 4 August 1921 to 
Japan. 

Fig. 7: Field Post Office 54 at Nikolaevsk, Sakhalin Island posted on 10 
February 1922 to Japan, where it was redirected. 
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MOSCOW: TEMPORARY OFFICES 
Noel Warr 

In over sixty years of jointly 
collecting the postal history of 
Moscow the late Gary A 
Combs and I acquired only a 
handful of the postmarks 
detailed herein: perhaps the 
marks are rare or maybe we 
were just unfortunate not to 
have found more.  Our marks 
do not entirely coincide: for a 
previous article Gary gave me 
permission to illustrate one of 
his covers and I am presuming 
that he would give similar 
permission for this article, 
were he able to do so.  
Working from scans it is not 
possible to give accurate 
measurements for Gary’s 
examples. 
 
The first mark is for the 
French Exhibition in Moscow, 
1891 and the last for the office 
located on the Sparrow Hills: 
we each had only one example 
of the 1891 mark whereas the 
marks of the Sparrow Hills 
office are comparatively 
“plentiful”, with five examples 
from 1909, 1912, 1916 and 
1917.  The other three are for 
named offices and, while I 
don’t know their exact status, I 
am also calling them 
temporary offices. 
 
French Exhibition, 1891 
 
Double circle, blue ink, 
ornaments either side of 
POCHT. OTDYEL. NA  
FRANTSUZSK. VYSTAVKYE  
3 V 18-91 (Post Office French 
Exhibition), both on postal 
stationery cards to Belgium 
(different handwriting, so 
different senders).  The 
message on one, in part says “I 
am employed as an interpreter 
to the Committee of the 

Exhibition” and the writer 
gives his address as “Poste 
restante, Post Office at the 
French Exhibition in 
Moscow”.  Outer circle 28 mm, 
inner 17 mm (Fig. 1). 
 
The Kremlin 
 
Double circle, asterisk either 
side, KREMLEBSK.  OTDYEL,  
5 lV 19-03, on a postcard to St 
Petersburg.  Outer circle 27 

mm, impression not clear 
enough to measure inner circle 
(Fig. 2). 
 
COMBS: double circle, half 
bridge, Kremlevskoe Otd., 
ornaments at sides, 9.12.14, 
on a postcard to Petrograd 
( Fig. 3). 

Fig. 1: French Exhibition, 1891. 

Fig. 2: The Kremlin. 
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Petrovsko - Razumovsky 
 
Single circle PETROVSKO-
RAZUMOVSK.  P.O. 
MOSKOVSK. G.,  4 Vl 18-98.  
24.5 mm.  On a pro-forma 
postcard to the Secretary of 
Agriculture, Washington DC 
from the Agricultural 
Institution Moscow 
acknowledging receipt of a 
publication (Fig. 4). 
  
COMBS:  identical, 6 llll 18-97 
on a postal stationery card 
from Poltava to Moscow. 
 
Cyril Naryshkin built a 
chateau here for his grandson 
Peter the Great: in 1776 
Catherine the Great gave the 
property to Count 
Razumovsky.  In 1861 the 
Government purchased the 
estate; the chateau was 
demolished and the 
Agriculture Institute was built 
in its place in 1865. 
 
The Postal List gives the 8th 
Branch Office as located at the 
Moscow Agricultural Institute. 
 
Sokol’niki 
 
Single circle, asterisk either 
side, MOSKVA/SOKOL’N. 
GOR. POCH. OTD.,  25 Xll 19-
04.  24.5 mm  on an internal 
Moscow postcard (Fig. 5). 
  
COMBS:  identical, 21 V 1097 
and 24 V 19-07, both on 
postcards to Riga. 
 
Sokol’niki was originally the 
falconry of the Tsars and the 
park became a favourite public 
space.  There was a circus at 
the entrance from which seven 
grand avenues fanned out; 
summer concerts and public 
dances were held in a wooden 
pavilion built in Russian style. 
 

Fig. 3: the Kremlin - Combs. 

Fig. 5: Sokol’niki. 

Fig. 4: Petrovsko-Razumovsky.   
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The Postal List gives the 14th 
Branch Office as located at 
Sokol’niki. 
 
Sparrow Hills 
 
Double circle, VOROB’EVY 
GORY MOS. G. POCHTOVOE 
OTDYELEN. half bridge, VR. 
at left and star at right, 12 8 09 
on a picture postcard from 
Bilderlingshof to Moscow.  
Outer circle 29 mm, inner 
20mm (VR. = Vremmenoe = 
Temporary office) (Fig. 6). 
 
The same mark appears on a 
picture postcard cancelled 
with an oval TPO mark 
SMOLENSK 235 
BOGOYAVLENSK serial 6,  9 
12 16 to Moscow, 11 ll 16 and 
on an unfranked envelope to 
the North West Army 7 Xll 17  
(Fig. 7). 
 
COMBS:  24 Xl 17 struck on 
the reverse of an envelope.   
N.B. the 1909 strike is the only 
one with the month in Arabic 
numerals. 
 
COMBS:  Moskovskii 
Pochtamt * Vorobev Gorskoe 
Pocht Otd serial a 24 Vl 12  on 
a picture postcard to Tsarskoe 
Selo (Fig. 8). 
 
The hills overlook Moscow 
and it was from this point that 
Napoleon is supposed to have 
first seen the city in 1812. 
 
Recently acquired information 
from the 1917 List gives the 
70th branch office as located 
at Sparrow Hills, possibly in 
the Restaurant Krynikin, that 
Baedeker notes as “Good but 
rather expensive” (Fig. 9). 

Fig. 6: Sparrow Hills. 

Fig. 7: Sparrow Hills. 
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Fig. 8: Sparrow Hills - Combs. 

Fig. 9: Sparrow Hills. 
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THE NORTHERN ROUTE - MAIL FROM AFGHANISTAN THROUGH RUSSIA DURING 
WORLD WAR II  
Robert Jack 

From the creation of the 
Afghan postal system in 1871, 
all mail destined to travel 
beyond Afghanistan’s borders 
was routed through India.  At 
first, mail went through Kabul 
and Jalalabad before 
negotiating the Khyber Pass to 
reach Peshawar in India’s 
North West Frontier Province; 
later in the nineteenth century 
a second route, for mail from 
the south, went from 
Kandahar across the border to 
Quetta [1].  The achievement 
of full Afghan independence in 
1919 made no difference to 
these arrangements. 
 
During the 1920’s and 30’s - 
the years immediately 
following independence - 
Germany built up substantial 
interests in Afghanistan.  The 
first German Embassy was 
opened in Kabul in 1923, and 
by the following year there 
were 72 German advisors in 
the country making the 
Germans the largest European 
community in Afghanistan.  In 
1926, an Afghan-German 
Friendship Treaty was signed 
and in subsequent years 
German experts were involved 
in road construction, the 
establishment of radio and 
telephone systems, and the 
building of electricity power 
plants and schools.  In 1939, a 
loan agreement was signed 
between Germany and 
Afghanistan under which 
Germany provided 50 million 
German marks to finance 
projects such as sugar mills, 
cement factories, coal mines, 
the exploration for and 
extraction of minerals etc. 
 
The outbreak of World War II 

created a problem: mail to 
Germany could no longer be 
sent through (British) India.  
A new route had to be found.  
Afghanistan is a landlocked 
country and had at that time 
only three neighbours (if we 

discount a tiny border with 
China which was impractically 
remote): India, Iran, and 
Russia.  Afghan-Iranian 
relations had historically never 
been good with each having 
territorial claims against the 

Fig. 1 
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other, the Afghans claiming 
Meched, the Iranians Herat, 
and so that left Russia.  During 
the 1920’s, under King 
Amanaullah, relations with 
Russia had been warm and 
close ties were fostered, 
however during the 1930’s his 
successors, King Nadir Shah 
and King Mohammed Zahir 
Shah, saw Russia more as a 
threat than a friend.  But 
Russia was the only alternative 
to India and so it was to the 
north that Afghanistan looked 
to establish a new mail route. 
  
The new route seems to have 
been established 
commendably quickly: the 
earliest cover I have was sent 
from the German Legation in 
Kabul on 8 November 1939.  It 
is endorsed “Germany via 
UdSSR”, received an arrival 
transit mark at Mazar-i-Sharif 
on 11 November, a further 
Mazar transit mark on the 21st 
and a third on 28 November, 
and has an arrival datestamp 
in Baden of 24 December (Fig. 
1).  The delay at Mazar may 
have been due to teething 
troubles with the new route; it 
is not replicated in later 
covers.  
 
There are a few points to note 
that are common to all 
northern route covers: 
 
 the northern departure 

point from Afghanistan is 
usually Mazar-i-Sharif, but 
can be Khanabad. Those 
are the two major cities in 
Northern Afghanistan. 

 none of the covers I have 
seen have any Russian 
markings at all: were they 
carried in closed bags? 

 the route was not restricted 
to German mail.  Mail to 
neutral countries such as 

Switzerland could also be 
routed that way. 

 all the examples I have seen 
have been registered mail 
at the normal rate; there is 
no surcharge for using the 
route. 

The second example shows the 
route up and running at full 
speed.  It is endorsed “Via 
Moskwa Moskau” and leaves 
Kabul on 30 December 1939, 
transits Mazar-i-Sharif on 2 
January and arrives at 
Brandenburg (Havel) on 19 

January 1940 (transit time 21 
days) (Fig. 2).  Note that 
German censorship has now 
been introduced. 

The third example was sent on 
8 January 1940 from Djadeh-
Tchaman - the Afghan border 
town on the crossing to 
Quetta, but instead of simply 
crossing the border into India 
it has had to be sent north. 
The long north-bound journey 
within Afghanistan may 
account for the longer transit 
time, the cover arriving at 
Trossingen in Germany on 3 

Fig. 2 
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February 1940 (27 days) (Fig. 
3).  Another cover to the same 
addressee in Trossingen sent 
from Kabul on 22 August 
arrived on 13 September (21 
days) (Fig. 4). 

As mentioned, the northern 
route could also be used to 
send mail to neutral as well as 
Axis countries.  The next two 
examples, from the same 
correspondence, are from 
Jalalabad to Switzerland.  Sent 
on 15 and 23 February 1941, 
they arrive on 4 and 11 April, 
giving appreciably longer 
transit times of 47 and 46 days 
respectively (Figs. 5 and 6).  
There is no apparent German 
censorship of either, but the 
crossing into neutral 
Switzerland presumably 
slowed things down as a cover 
just a month later to Germany 
shows a more usual 27 day 
transit time (Kabul 22 March, 
Nürnberg, 19 April 1941) (Fig. 
7). 

Germany invaded Russia on 
22 June 1941 after which date 
the northern route was no 
longer available. The final 
cover, again addressed to 
Switzerland, illustrates the 
end of the route.  It was sent 
from Kabul on 25 June - 
maybe the news had not 
reached Kabul yet, or maybe 
its significance had not been 
appreciated.  Either way, the 
cover set off northwards 
reaching Khanabad, close to 
the Russian border - but it gets 
no further and is marked in 
manuscript in the top right 
corner “Service suspendue. 
Retour”.  With the route 
closed it seems to have been 
held there for several months 
before being postmarked at 
Khanabad on 29 October 1941 
prior to being returned to 
Kabul on 6 November.  The 
final postmark is again Kabul 

on 22 November, presumably 
when it was returned to its 
sender, Mr Keller, the Swiss 
manager of the Afghan Cotton 
Company at Kunduz (Fig. 8). 

 
I have not yet seen a cover 
following the northern route 
in reverse i.e. from Europe to 
Afghanistan via Russia, but 
there is no reason to think that 

they should not exist. 
 
Note: 
 

[1] During 1935-36 it is possible 
some mail travelled through 
Russia, crossing the border at 
Kushka, but only a handful of 
covers are known. 
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Fig. 4 
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Fig. 5 
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Fig. 6 
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Fig. 7 
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STAMPS OF GENERAL VLASOV’S ARMY 
Simon Horecky  

When I was browsing through 
some older literature, I came 
across a very interesting but 
relatively short article about 
postage stamps of Vlasov’s 
Army.  The article was written 
by J. Afanghulsky in the 
“Yamshchik” magazine of the 
Canadian Society of Russian 
Philately.  This article really 
captured my attention, giving 
me a thirst to find out more 
about the story behind these 
mysterious stamps. 
 
History  

 
Before the 
outbreak of the 
war on the 
Eastern Front, 
General 
Andrey 
Andreyevich 
Vlasov was one 
of the top 

military commanders in the 
Soviet Union.  In 1938, he was 
sent to China as a military 
adviser to assist General 
Chiang Kai-shek in leading the 
war against Japan.  He was 
awarded the highest Chinese 
distinction: the Order of the 
Golden Dragon.  Immediately 
afterwards he also received the 
Soviet awards - the Order of 
the Red Banner and the Order 
of Lenin.  In the evening 
before the conflict broke out 
on the Eastern Front, as a 
Major-General, Vlasov was in 
command of the 4th 

Mechanised Corps of the 
troops around Kiev.  He 
excelled also in the Battle of 
Lwów and was appointed 
officer in command of the 37th 
Army defending Kiev.  After 
heavy fighting, the wounded 
Vlasov and what was left of his 

units managed to fight their 
way out to eastwards, to 
safety.  Once his wounds had 
healed, Stalin entrusted him 
with forming the 20th Army for 
the defence of Moscow in 
November 1941.  He was 
successful once again and was 
promoted to Lieutenant 
General.  In March 1942, he 
was appointed Deputy 
Commander of the Volkhov 
Front, in an effort to lift the 
Siege of Leningrad.  Instead of 
going on the attack, however, 
his 2nd Shock Army had 
a heavy defensive battle on 
their hands, and faced the 
threat of being surrounded.   
 
Heavy fighting had erupted on 
the Volkhov Front at the time, 
but the Germans gained the 
advantage, surrounding the 
2nd Shock Army in a valley 
basin.  Ten thousand soldiers 
died in the Volkhov swamps 
and forests.  Soldiers drowned 
in the swamps, died of 
starvation or from injuries.  
Only around 30,000 soldiers 
were taken captive, meaning 
less than 30%.  Vlasov went on 
the run together with his 
troops.  The general was 
eventually caught by the 
Germans in a curious way, 
after being taken captive by 
a local village mayor as 
a partisan and being locked up 
in a barn.  When the mayor 
brought a German captain 
with a detachment to the barn, 
they faced a tall dirty man in 
a long officer’s coat.  It was 
General Vlasov.   
  
Prisoner and collaborator 
 
After the invasion of the Soviet 
Union by Nazi Germany, 

hundreds of thousands of 
Soviet soldiers of various 
nationalities were taken 
prisoner.  Their national and 
political affiliations differed, 
with some disagreeing with 
the Stalin regime, and many of 
them were afraid of returning 
because Soviet soldiers who 
were taken prisoner were 
regarded as traitors under 
Stalin Order No. 270.  In time, 
those prisoners who were 
willing to cooperate with the 
Germans started forming 
various voluntary and help 
units.  The Germans would 
refer to this kind of labour as 
Hiwi, short for Hilfswilliger, 
which translates as ‘willing to 
help’.  Eventually, small 
Russian fighting units even 
begun to be set up, such as the 
1st Russian National Army, 
599th Russian Brigade, or the 
XV Cossack Cavalry Corps.  
They were just small units 
though, which the Germans 
never trusted and used only 
for dirty work that the 
Germans themselves refused 
to do.       
 
After he was caught, General 
Vlasov was interrogated and 
taken to a prisoner of war 
camp in Vinnytsia (Ukraine).  
Vlasov was visited at the camp 
by a certain Captain Wilfried 
Strik-Strikfeldt, a Baltic 
German and former officer in 
the Russian Imperial Army, 
who proposed co-operation 
with him.  General Vlasov 
agreed, after which his fate 
was integrally linked to the 
fate of Nazi Germany.  The 
general was set free and could 
move around freely without 
supervision.  He started to co-
operate with the Propaganda 
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Department in Berlin.  
 
Throughout 1943, he and Strik
-Strikfeldt went around POW 
camps with the aim of getting 
as many future collaborators 
as possible to the newly 
established Committee for the 
Liberation of Russia.  By its 
ideology, the committee was in 
line with the white Russian 
émigrés abroad, with whom it 
maintained active contacts.  
The Committee therefore 
regarded the USSR as the 
enemy, especially the 
Bolshevik regime.       
 
The general continued to 
actively co-operate with the 
Ministry of Propaganda and 
was involved in the creation of 
many  propaganda leaflets that 
were scattered over positions 
of the Red Army.   The 
Committee set up its main 
camp in the German town of 
Dabbendorf.  It was from here 
that the general endeavoured 
to form the Russian Liberation 
Army.   
 
These efforts, however, did not 
meet with the approval of the 
German high command.  
When Hitler found out about 
what was going on, he went 

into a rage and declared again 
that the Russian Liberation 
Army could be used for 
propaganda, but that it could 
never actually be formed.  
Following defeats in 1943 
and 1944, however, the 
Germans were forced to 
reassess their decision. 
 
On 14 November 1944, the 
Committee for the Liberation 
of the Peoples of Russia 
(KONR) was officially formed 
in Prague, together with the 
official establishment of the 
Russian Liberation Army 
(ROA).  This act was 
accompanied by indifference 
from the official German high 
command, but also from the 
Czech public, who saw in the 
Committee and the ROA mere 
collaborators.  The KONR 
issued a manifesto without the 
knowledge of the German 
authorities, in which it 
celebrated the Russian nation 
in the battle against Stalin, but 
which also assumed the 
concluding of peace with 
Germany and the creation of 
new free Russia without 
Bolsheviks. 
 
The first military units started 
to be set up shortly afterwards.  
On 19 November 1944, the 1st 
Infantry Division of the ROA 
was formed, made up chiefly of 
various Russian voluntary 
units that had been withdrawn 
from the front.  At the 
beginning of 1945, the 2nd 

Infantry Division of the ROA 
appeared, comprising mostly 
former prisoners of war from 
the POW camps.  The flight 
unit was an independent part 
of the ROA.  There was a broad 
spectrum of opinions in all the 
units.  A large portion of the 
soldiers wanted to fight 
against Stalin, while on the 
other side they did not agree 
with the Nazi regime in 
Germany.  Others would join 
the ROA due to the cruel 
conditions in the German 
POW camps.   
 
The first military combat of 
the ROA didn’t happen until 14 
March 1945 at the confluence 
of the Oder and Nisa rivers 
near Erlenhof, where they 
unsuccessfully tried to destroy 
a Soviet bridge-head.  After 
that, the division was 
withdrawn from the battle and 
dispatched to the south.  The 
units gradually penetrated into 
the Protectorate 
of Bohemia and Moravia. 
 
Even at that time, it was clear 
to General Vlasov that 
Germany would not hold out 
long and so he secretly started 
establishing contacts with the 
Czech resistance and also with 
western intelligence services.  
His wish was to see the ROA 
preserved in the event of a 3rd 
World War against the 
Bolshevik USSR. 
 
From 30 April, representatives 

General Vlasov with ROA officers. 

• 
REICHSFiiHRER H HIMMLER 

MOHAR GENERAL VLASSOV 

_______ ..... _ 
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of the ROA started 
establishing official contact 
with the Czech resistance, 
which was considering letting 
them take part in the prepared 
Prague uprising, with their 
help eventually being agreed 
upon.  Early in the morning on 
6 May, the ROA troops arrived 
in Prague.   The so-called 
Vlasovs, as they were referred 
to by Prague residents, 
occupied key vantage points 
and junctions and controlled a 
large part of Prague and its 
environs.    
 
In addition to battles with the 
German army, at the same 
time they had to negotiate with 
representatives of the Czech 
National Council and the 
Czech resistance, as well as 
with the American military 
command.  It was still not 
clear whether Prague would be 
liberated by the American 
troops or by the Red Army or 
just how the Western allies 
would deal with Vlasov and his 
men.  As events unfolded, it 
soon became clear that the 
Red Army would liberate 
Prague and so the Czech 
authorities started distancing 
themselves from the ROA. 
 
On 7 May, the Czech National 
Council decided to refuse 
additional assistance from the 
ROA.  This led to the 
departure of Vlasovs from  
Prague early in the next 
morning.  One of the groups 
that didn’t manage to flee in 
time from the Red Army was 
executed at Jinonice in Prague.   
After leaving Prague, the ROA 
units moved to the west of the 
country to the American 
occupation zone.  Vlasov tried 
to negotiate with the 
Americans while there, writing 
an open letter to the 
governments of the USA and 

the United Kingdom on 11 July 
explaining the stance of the 
ROA, and the fear about the 
fate of his soldiers. 
 
Nevertheless, the American 
military authorities decided to 
hand the ROA troops over to 
the Red Army.  The Americans 
gave the general himself the 
chance to flee to Switzerland, 
but he refused.  The execution 
of the ROA troops took place 
soon after they were handed 
over, on Czech territory.  There 
is a mass grave at Olšansky 
cemetery containing some 187 
ROA soldiers who died in 
Prague and Příbram.  After the 
revolution in 1989, a 
monument was erected over 
the mass grave for the fallen 
soldiers of the ROA.  Other 
members of the ROA were 
executed back in the Soviet 
Union, or were destined for 
the terrible prisons of the 
Gulags.  After being handed 
over to the Red Army, the 
general was taken to Moscow, 
where he was tried and 
sentenced together with his 
closest associates for treason, 
then executed by hanging on 2 
August 1946. 
 
Philately 
 
After all that history, let’s turn 
now to philately, but it was 
important to clarify first of all 
the historical events related to 
General Vlasov and the 
Russian Liberation Army 
(ROA).   
 
There are five postage stamps 
with peasant motifs attributed 
to the Vlasov movement, 
bearing the inscription 

ЧТА (POČTA) Fig. 1.  The 
stamps are printed on greyish-
cream paper, of a quality 
reminiscent of newspaper with 
perforation of 11.5 and without 

watermark.  Stamps are known 
both with and without gum.  
These stamps were printed 
using a very simple technique, 
probably 50 per sheet.  

Fig. 1 
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Reportedly, around 16,000 
such stamps were printed, 
with the series consisting of 
five stamps, namely: 
 
 50 k.  green - Construction 

of a farmer's house 

 1 R.  brown - carmine – 
Ploughman 

 2 R.  blue  – Rural scene 

 4 R.  violet – Kremlin and 
Cathedral in Pskov/Pleskau 

 10 R.  dark brown – Street 
scene 

 
Stamps are known with 
postmarks with the 
inscription: 
 
 ST.O.K.  / 30 SEP.  43 / 

SLOBODA 
 
 STANDTORTS - 

KOMMANDATUR / 26 
IX.43 / SLOBODA 

 
I could not find any photos or 
scans of these stamps 
anywhere.  However, instead I 
managed to find in my 
collection two stamps (Fig. 2)
with nice ST.O.K. postmarks, 
but with different dates: 
 
- ST.O.K.  / 21 SEP.  43 / 
SLOBODA 
 
- ST.O.K.  / 25 SEP.  43 / 
SLOBODA 
 
According to available 
literature, the postmarked 
stamps of the Vlasov Army are 
fakes produced right after the 
end of World War II.  As is 
known, the ROA or Vlasov’s 
army was indeed formed at the 
end of 1944, and so logically 
the stamps could not be found 
postally used in September or 
November 1943.  On the 
internet I came across the 
website of an American 

philatelist from Los Angeles 
who claims that these stamps 
are incorrectly attributed to 
the Vlasov movement.  
Reportedly, these stamps were 
printed for some semi-
autonomous government in 
Eastern Ukraine. 
 
I assume that the author based 
his conclusion on the allegedly 
falsified postmarks bearing the 
inscription SLOBODA.  The 
inscription SLOBODA should 
be linked to the historical 
territory of the SLOBODA 
Governorate of Ukraine 
located in the north-east of 
today's Ukraine (Kharkiv 
region, parts of Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions) and the 
Russian Federation (parts of 
Voronezh, Kursk, Belgorod 
regions).  However, I did not 
find that an autonomous 
government existed in the 
north-east of Ukraine.  The 
monetary unit printed on the 
stamps could also serve as 
another clue.  The symbols K 
and P (=R) beyond any doubt 
represent kopecks and rubles.  
However, within the Reich 
Commissariat of Ukraine 
karbovanets were the valid 
currency.  Furthermore, I 
doubt that any Ukrainian semi
-autonomous government 
would print on stamps the 
Kremlin in Russia's Pskov.  I 
believe this theory can be 
definitely excluded.  However, 
right across the border from 

the Reich Commissariat of 
Ukraine there was formed on 
the Russian occupied territory 
the  Lokot Autonomic Area. 
 
The Lokot Autonomy was a 
small area that was intended 
to serve the German military 
administration as a pilot 
project to test the Russian 
collaborative self-government 
for the future.  The well-known 
collaborator Konstantin 
Voskobojnik was the mayor in 
charge of the whole area.  After 
his death, he was succeeded by 
the better-known Bronislav 
Kaminski, who was behind the 
creation of the SS 
Sturmbrigade R.O.N.A - 
Russkaya Osvoboditelnaya 
Narodnaya Armiya in 1943.  
This SS brigade can be 
considered the forerunner of 
the RLA.  The brigade was 
deployed in the fight against 
partisans in Belarus and 
during the Warsaw Uprising. 
Kaminski himself was 
executed by the Germans for 
the killings which were even 
beyond the German standard.  
The brigade was also deployed 
during the Slovak National 
Uprising.  In November 1944, 
however, the brigade was 
dissolved and most of the men 
were added to the newly 
forming Vlasov’s army. 
According to data from the 
catalogue (Michel Handbuch – 
Katalog Deutsche Feldpost 
1937-1945), these stamps were 

Fig. 2 
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printed for the Vlasov army as 
early as July 1943, but only for 
propaganda purposes and they 
were never used in the postal 
system.  The catalogue also 
states that the postmarks on 
the stamps are all fakes.  The 
word among collectors is that 
these stamps were found 
scattered in the streets of 
Berlin after its fall in April 
1945. 
 
The stamps are also 
mentioned in the Lyapin 
specialised catalogue of 2009.  
It is stated that they were 
probably issued in 1943 or 
1944, either for propaganda 
purposes or for future use.  
Unlike Michel’s claims, 
according to Lyapin these 
stamps were found in post-war 
Czechoslovakia.  The catalogue 
also mentions that these 
stamps had probably never 
been postally used.  Lyapin 
himself drew mainly from 
German catalogues and 
literature.  However none of 
the catalogues mentioned 
gives valuations of these 
stamps. 
 
The cost of the stamps 
attributed to Vlasov’s army is 
around €15-20 per stamp, 
based on my own 
observations.  The entire 
series thus costs 
approximately €80 to €100.  
But I have also seen corner 
blocks of four which are sold 
for more than €130.  The most 
valuable stamp of the series is 
the 4 ruble purple stamp, 
which is missing from many 
sets.  Several years ago, a 
whole sheet (10x5) of 50 
stamps was offered in a Czech 
auction of the Burda company 
for around 5,000 Czech 
crowns.  The item was not sold 
either at the auction or after 
the sale. 

Are these stamps correctly 
attributed to the Vlasov 
movement?  Or were they 
printed for the Lokot 
Autonomy, possibly for the 
Kaminski Brigade?  Were they 
ever postally used? These are 
just a few of the questions that 
remain unanswered.  It is 
known that after the war all 
citizens of the Soviet Union 
who collaborated with the 
Germans were referred to as 
Vlasovs, even if they had 
nothing to do with General 
Vlasov and his movement.  
These stamps therefore remain 
shrouded in secrecy, but they 
are undoubtedly very nice 
historical records of the time 
documenting the various fates 
of Russian citizens in World 
War II.   
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1904 RUSSIAN JAPANESE WAR SCOTTISH P.O.W. 
Edward Klempka 

How unlucky can one get?  Captain George Anderson, late 
commander of the transport ship “Sadu Maru”, was a Scotsman 
held prisoner of war by the Russians.  His story is told in a letter 
addressed to Mr Davidson, the brother of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, seeking help in obtaining his release. 
 
The full text of the letter is transcribed below. 
 
The letter and its envelope are illustrated in Fig. 1a and 1b 
overleaf.  It  was accepted as prisoner of war  mail and was not 
surcharged.   
 
The postcard in Fig. 2 is from George Anderson to his son Walter 
Anderson.  It received the circular purple cachet of the Prisoner of 
War Bureau and was hand stamped “Correspondence of prisoners 
of war”.  On this occasion the recipient  was unfortunate as the 
postcard is surcharged 2d (twice the 1d deficiency of the 
international postcard rate). 
 
Captain George Anderson and his fellow prisoners of war were 
released on 2 August 1905. 

 
Medwitch Russia 18 Nov 04 
 
Dear Mr Davidson  
 
You will be rather surprised when you receive this letter from me in the 
interior of Russia.  I was in Command of the transport “Sadu Maru” 
when she was captured by the Vladivostok Squadron, and then per rail to 
Tomsk  Siberia ) where we stayed  46 days.  We were then sent to 
Kalouga, Russia, where we remained 53 days, then sent on to this place 
where we remain.  I have written to the British Ambassador at St 
Petersburg asking him if he will assist us in obtaining our release. 
 
If you will be so kind as to ask your brother the Archbishop of Canterbury 
to do something on our behalf, we would be deeply grateful.  There are 
four of us here (British) from “Sadu Maru”.  We left Cardiff on the 28th 
February with a cargo of coal and came out round the Cape of Good 
Hope,  we called at Cape Town, and then  went round to Durban and 
from there to Singapore, Hong Kong, and Japan.  I would have written 
to you before, but we did not think it would reach you. 
 
I am pleased to say we have stood our journey well,  we had a long train 
journey across Siberia and Russia.  Hoping this will find you all well. 
Thanking you in anticipation and apologising for troubling you, 
 
Yours very truly  
 
Geo  Anderson 
 
Late Commander  
Transport “Sadu Maru” 
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Fig. 1a: Letter from Captain George Anderson to Mr Davidson, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s brother.  
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Fig. 2: Postcard written to Walter Anderson, inscribed Prisoner of War Mail but surcharged 2d 
postage due. 

Fig. 1b: Envelope from Captain George Anderson to Mr Davidson, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury’s brother.  
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IMPERIAL FREE FRANK PAPER SEALS IN GEORGIAN TERRITORY 
Hans-Günther Grigoleit 

Occasionally, stampless covers 
from Imperial Russia are 
found with a paper seal or a 
rubber stamp impression on 
the back flap and a 
handwritten number in the 
lower left corner on the front. 
What is the nature of these 
covers? 
 
Marcovitch [1] and Werbizky 
[2] described in detail the legal 
background for these covers 
and presented a number of 
examples. In the following 
some key information is 
summarised. Thereafter 
examples from the Georgian 
territory will be presented. 
 
In the Russian “Post-and-
Telegraph Journal” of July 
1888, April 1889 and 
November 1890 detailed 
regulations are published as to 
who is entitled to free frank 
mail and how this is to be 
handled. The heading of 
Chapter IX in “Rules dealing 
with the Postal Service”, St. 
Petersburg, 1909 is  “Free-
Frank Postal Sendings , mailed 
inside the Empire” [2].  
 
Eligible for free frank mail 
were: government offices at all 
levels, courts, military HQ 
mail, church, zemstvo and 
volost (district including 
villages) organisations, 
institutions receiving 
government funds, Imperial 
societies and other 
government or administration
-related structures. 
 
At about 1870 paper seals 
(oblatki) came into use [1] and 
replaced the wax seals. Their 
use was much more 
convenient and the seal 

carried the name of the office 
and its location. Occasionally, 
instead of seals rubber stamps 
were used [2] with the same 
information.  
 
Appropriate seals (“Post-and-
Telegraph Journal”, July 
1888) were usually applied to 
the back flap and in the same 
journal in April 1889 it is 
stated that post offices must 
keep track of how many free 
frank letters were handled [2]. 
Obviously the issuing offices 
also kept track of their 
correspondence as 
documented in the paper by 
Werbizky [2] and the 
examples below. The 
document numbers are usually 
found in the lower left corner 
of the cover. 
 
It is not clear to the author 
whether in the case of a 
registered letter, stamps were 
required to cover the 
registration rate. 
 
In summary, free frank 
regulations were only valid for 
official mail inside the Empire, 
the seal functioning as a 
“stamp” and the postal service 
could neither charge the 
sender nor the recipient of 
such a cover for its service. 
 
28 paper seals from the 
territory of Georgia are shown 
in Figs 1 to 28. 
 
All but three seals (Tiflis 
Notaries’ archive (Fig. 27), 
Tiflis County Tax Office - for 
parcels (Fig. 16), Caucasus 
army Engineers’ 
Headquarters, Tiflis - for 
parcels  (Fig. 17) ) carry the 
Imperial Coat of Arms with 

the two-headed eagle crowned 
with two Imperial crowns, 
over which the same third 
crown is seen with two flying 
ends of the ribbon of the 
Order of Saint Andrew.  The 
State Eagle holds a sceptre and 
globe with crucifix. 

Fig. 2: Caucasus 
mountain 
administration. 

Fig. 3:  
Tiflis - Office for 
Legal Affairs. 

Fig. 4:  
Tiflis - Tax 
administration. 

Fig. 5:  
Medical 
Administration of 
Caucasus and 
Transcaucasia. 

Fig. 1:  
Central 
Administration of the 
Caucasus Governor - 
office for farmers. 

Fig. 6:  
Tiflis Court. 

Fig. 7:  
Main Central 
Administration of the 
Caucasus Governor. 
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Fig. 8:  
Tiflis Court 

Fig. 22:  
District Architect  

Fig. 15:  
Tiflis County Tax 
Office  

Fig. 9:  
Head of Tiflis 
Police 

Fig. 16:  
Tiflis County Tax 
Office  - for 
parcels 

Fig. 23:  
Governor Tiflis 

Fig. 10:  
Dusheti District 
Administration  

Fig. 17:  
Caucasus Army 
Engineers’ 
Headquarters, 
Tiflis - for parcels 

Fig. 24:  
First Dept. Tiflis 
Police 

Fig. 11:  
Tiflis Citizens’ 
Administration  

Fig. 18:  
Tiflis - Tax 
Administration 

Fig. 25:  
Director ‘s Dept. 
Central Caucasus 
Civil 
Administration  

Fig. 13:  
Tiflis District 
Attorney  - for 
parcels 

Fig. 20:  
Tiflis Governor  

Fig. 27:  
Tiflis Notaries’ 
Archive 

Fig. 14:  
Office of the 
Head Caucasus 
governor ‘s 
Administration 

Fig. 21:  
Main Central 
Caucasus Civil 
Administration 

Fig. 28:  
Telavi - Tax 
Office 

Fig. 12:  
Head of Tiflis 
Police 

Fig. 19:  
Judge - First 
District 

Fig. 26:  
Head central civil 
administration 
Caucasus 

II 
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A cover (size 225 x 173 mm) 
with a paper seal in place is 
depicted in Fig. 29. It is 
addressed to “The Imperial 
Office for Petitions” in St 
Petersburg, arrival mark 3.4.10 
and sent by the “Tiflis 
Government Administration”,  
cancelled 20.3.10 and has the 
number 590 in the lower left 
corner. 
 
The next cover (Fig. 30) has on 
the back flap a stamp reading 
probably “Seal of the Tiflis 
Judge…”.  On the front, the 
sender is given as “ Head of 
the Tiflis court” and the letter 
is addressed to the “Chairman 
of the Court” in Petrograd, 
F.16 (Fontanka 16).  Attached 
to the front of the cover is a 
receipt (Ϲ АВКА), 
confirming delivery to 
Fontanka 16 with the name of 
the postman, department, 
district and date. The letter 
with the number 5053 in the 
lower left corner is cancelled 
Tiflis 20.6.17 (not visible in the 
illustration because it is under 
the attached receipt), no 
arrival mark. 
 
Also the German Consulate in 
Tiflis or Poti probably used 
free frank seals as is shown on 
the cover in Fig. 31.  It is 
addressed to the local military 
commander in Katharinenfeld 
(today Bolnisi), a German 
settlement, cancelled 13.10.18, 
FPO Poti. On the back flap is, 
in blue, the seal of the Imperial 
German Consulate, Tiflis. The 
seal either signals “free frank” 
or indicates only the sender. 
The latter is probable because 
the Germans had their own 
postal system in Georgia 
established during the period 
when German troops were 
deployed there (June - October 
1918) and transport of postal 
items was in general free of 

charge in this system. To 
complete this the same seal in 
red is shown. Colours may 
have indicated the importance, 
urgency or classified 
information. 
 
The frank-free privilege also 
applied to mail sent by POWs 
in Russia to their home 
countries only. Although the 
Red Cross allowed marking the 
mail of internees "POW," it did 
not require the provision of 
free mailing: it was left to the 

discretion of national 
governments [3]. 
 
References: 
 
[1] Marcovitch E. A Little-Known 

Branch of Erinnophilia. Russian 
Paper Seals. Rossica (1968) 75 :  
82-5 

[2] Werbizky GG. Free Frank Mail 
in Imperial Russia. Rossica 
(1996) 127: 76-84 

[3] http://
www.armeniazemstvo.com/201
4/09/first-world-war-franked-
mail-from.html 
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Fig. 30 
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Fig. 31 
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A RAILWAY MISCELLANY 
J. G. Moyes  

I like railway material and I 
also like unusual 
cancellations.  Are those two 
statements compatible?  Many 
years ago at a BSRP meeting 
in London two very respected 
elder members of the society 
each expressed surprise that I 
thought they were.  For them, 
railway cancellations were just 
different station names or 
postal wagon numbers and 
collecting them was equivalent 
to completing sets by stamp 
catalogue numbers.  I should 
add here that they were both 
postal historians and 
dismissive of adhesive stamps.  
Their pompous opinions were 
matched by my vindication.  I 
said that the story of Russian 
economic and industrial 
expansion was indisputably 
linked to the development of 
the railway network and thus 
indirectly to social mobility. 
 
I have to admit that at that 
time I did not fully understand 
the intricacies of this field of 
collecting and the answer I 
gave was merely a bluff to hide  
the fact that I collected these 
covers simply because I liked 
them.  I did not like to admit 
to a non-intellectual 
connection to those well 
respected members.   
 
Now I am in my dotage I can 
look back and laugh at such 
idiotic posturing, but in 
retrospect my answer was 
correct.  I also know a great 
deal more about railway 
cancellations than I did then.  
There are indeed many 
unusual aspects to them that I 
was unaware of in those days.  
Yes, railway cancellations and 
unusual marks are indeed 

compatible. 
 
In this article I hope to show 
the beginner in this field some 
items to look out for in 
dealers’ stocks.  As 
encouragement let me say 
here that virtually all the 
illustrations are covers that 
were found unrecognised. 
 
For the experienced collector I 
pose some questions to which 
they may know the answers. 
 
The essential source of 
reference for this field is 
“Russian Railway Postmarks” 
by Anatoly Kiryushkin and 
Philip Robinson of 1994 plus 
their supplement from 2002.  
Without these a new collector 
would be working in the dark. 
 
Circular No. 9 of 3 February 
1903 from the Chief 
Directorate of Posts and 
Telegraphs (BJRP 61 inter 
alia) gave instructions on the 
form that all postmarks should 
adopt as old ones wore out.  
Ovals were to replace circular 

types for the Railway Postal 
Sections, while other stations 
were to retain circular types.   
 
Fig. 1 shows a card which 
ignores this instruction.  It is 
cancelled Dubitsa 
Privislyanski Railway within 
an oval.  Whoever ordered it 
must have been ignorant of 
the instructions or failed to 
give correct details to the 
manufacturer.  There could be 
more such mistakes with other 
stations. 
 
I have always taken the view 
that the term “Vokzal” 
indicated a station at the 
terminus of a numbered Postal 
Wagon route, that is, a station 
under the authority of the 
Railway Mail Administration.  
The unnumbered Postal 
Wagons were under the 
authority of the Imperial Mail.  
So, what happened at 
Kislovodsk the terminus of 
PW 139-140?  I have a cover 
cancelled PW 139 oval in April 
1919, so still a terminus at that 
date. 

Fig. 1 
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Kislovodsk Vokzal used an oval 
up to 1915 and then changed to 
a circular.  What has happened 
here I ask again?  Does anyone 
have an explanation?  See Fig. 
2. 
 
The easy explanation is that 
these places and others 
changed from being Railway 
Postal Sections to Stantsiyas, 
or vice versa.  K and R list 
three which changed from the 
former  and seven from the 
latter.  It does seem probable 
that important towns such as 
Vilna, Kiev or Kharkov would 
always be Railway Postal 
Sections, but they all appear to 
have been Stantsiyas either 
before or after the introduction 
of the ovals. 
 
Could it be that the volume of 
mail at these stations became 
so great that it was too much 
for the RPS to handle it and 
the Imperial system took over? 
 
For those that changed from 
being a Stantsiya to a RPS it 
can be explained by the place 
becoming a terminus of a PW 
route, in most cases.  These 
changes still confuse me and 
need further clarification.  Any 
ideas from readers? 
 
Figs. 3 and 4 show the two 
sides of a card from Tulun 
Vokzal Irkutsk.  This strange 
item is another Vokzal 
anomaly.  Tulun Station is a 
stop on PW 197-8 Krasnoyarsk
-Irkutsk, but it did not have a 
post office of any sort.  Tulun 
itself was a small place about 
two and a half miles from the 
railway line.  It had about 
5,000 inhabitants and was a 
medical and feeding spot for 
emigrants heading to colonise 
the Nizhneudinsk region, 
according to the 1900 Guide to 
the Siberian Railway. 

Philip Robinson’s book on 
Siberian postmarks second 
edition 1990 gives the 
necessary information to solve 
this riddle.  He says an 
Imperial Postal Section was 
open from 1874 but cannot 
record any postmark from 
here until May 1910.  He lists 
Tulun Vokzal as a separate 

office open from March 1910 
to June the same year when 
the name was changed to 
Tulun Poselok.  Surely all three 
Tulun designations are the 
same place.  Philip records 
Tulun Poselok only for 1910-1, 
but the Tulun Irkutsk 
cancellations continue in use 
until 1923.  With the limited 

Fig. 2 

Fig. 3 
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records Philip had it would be 
wrong to draw conclusions, 
but I think we could say that 
the illustrated Vokzal type 
shows an incorrect  
designation that was changed 
quickly after just 2-3 months. 
 
This card was sent to the USA 
and is correctly franked at 4k, 
but the clerk on board PW 198 
has not noticed the stamps on 
the picture side and added a 
“doplatit”, but no fee has been 
charged on it. 
 
Next I would like to draw 
attention to two styles of 
unusual cancellations.  Firstly 
are the few marks that are 
inscribed “Platform”.  What 
distinguished these from 
normal RPS or Stantsiyas?   
 
Fig. 5 shows a cancellation 
from Platform Khaggut which 
was on the Pernau-Reval 
narrow gauge branch line from 
PW 239-40 Reval-Moizekyul. 
 
Fig. 6 is a registered cover 
from Platform Nemme.  This 
one has the designation North-
West Railway at the base.  This 
was on PW 89-90 originally 
Riga-Taps but becoming Taps-
Hapsal in 1913. 
 
I ask the same question about 
the next group, those called 
Razyezds.  These are variably 
described as “sidings” or 
“halts”.  K and R were only 
able to list material from two 
of these.  Undoubtedly these 
are very scarce marks, but over 
many years of collecting I have 
found three covers and I 
consider myself very lucky.  
 
Fig. 7 shows Razyezd 22 
Moscow-Kiev-Voronezh 
Railway cancelling a parcel 
card with 65k. franking 5/5/16 
to a soldier with the 115th 

Artillery Division sent via FPO 
46 to Ekena, Finland.  This 
place was on PW 17-8 Moscow
-Kiev. 
 
Fig. 8 shows a cover to the 
Danish Red Cross at 
Copenhagen 29/6/16 cancelled 
Razyezd 25 Moscow-Kiev-
Voronezh Railway and as with 
the last item was on PW 17-8. 
 
Fig. 9 shows a p. s. card 
cancelled  Razyezd Tolokonnoe 

Southern Railway 8/4/12 to St. 
Petersburg.  This place was on 
PW 15-6 Moscow-Kharkov and 
was a few miles south of 
Byelgorod.  K and R provide 
the valuable information that 
this was originally Razyezd 171 
Versts but changed to Razyezd  
Tolokonnoe in 1907.  Other 
than local usage of the names 
which stuck has anyone any 
ideas for the designations 
Platform and Razyezd? 
 

Fig. 4 

Fig. 5 
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Fig. 6 

Fig. 7 

Postal Wagon registration has 
been  covered before by myself 
in BJRP 70 and more 
thoroughly by Dr. Casey in 
BJRP 72.  Originally written in 
manuscript by the clerk and 
later by use of a handstamp, 
there is one route where a 
printed slip with the PW 
number added by hand was in 
use.  This was mentioned in 
BJRP 88 by Lev Ratner in 
“Registered Mail of Russia 
(1872-1917) Part 3”.  He said 
that such a label was known 
from PW 297.  I was lucky 
enough to find one about ten 
years ago and it is illustrated 
as Fig. 10.  How many other 
routes also used such labels?  
There could be several waiting 
to be discovered or are hiding 
unrecorded in collections. 
 
Construction of new railway 
lines is a lengthy process.  How 
many lines under construction 
carried mail along the partially  
completed route?  I have just 
two but there could be many 
more.  PW 277-8 is Brest-
Kholm and the line was 
finished in 1904.  There would 
have been plenty of time for an 
oval type of cancellation to be 
prepared in advance of 
completion. 
 
Fig. 11 shows a circular PW 
Brest-Kholm where the date 
has been added manually.  
This must have been in use on 
the partially completed line. 
 
Fig. 12 shows a cancellation 
reading Olita-Orany Railway 
Line dated 28/4/99.  This was 
from the partially completed 
PW 213-4, Grodno-Olita 
extending to become Grodno-
Orany in 1900.  The 
cancellation is lightly struck 
but is all there.  Hopefully the 
image is clear enough to show 
it. 

 
It is likely that many lines used  
temporary cancellations before 
long routes were fully built.  
Only being in use for a very 
short time would mean all of 
them would be scarce to rare 

and are still waiting to be 
discovered. 
 
The “Poyezd suburban train” 
numbers have been puzzling 
the collectors of both St. 
Petersburg cancellations and 
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Fig. 8 

railway enthusiasts for a 
long time.  Where were they 
applied?  Was it by the SPB 
Ekspeditsiya, or the Town 
Post?  Or did it involve the 
railway network? 
 
Referring to “St. Petersburg 
The Imperial Post” by 
Baillie and Peel, 2001, they 
list the different styles of 
these marks which appear 
to fall into distinct 
categories each with a series 
of numbers in the centre.  
However, the type I  am 
concerned with here is the 
much scarcer form which 
includes a precise time.   
 
Fig. 13 shows a cover from 
Tsarskoe Selo 17/8/77 to 
SPB on the same day with a 
new time to record, 9 
o’clock in the morning. 
 
The SPB mark also shows a 
time, 11 o’clock.  Baillie and 
Peel thought this was a 
cancellation from the 
Ekspeditsiya while Imhof in 
his 1976 “study report” on 
the postmarks of St. 
Petersburg was 
noncommittal.  This cover 
has  a very detailed address 
and for delivery would have 
been in the hands of the 
Town Post.  The mystery 
deepens. 
 
The last item, illustrated as 
Fig. 14 is a new addition to 
the PW records and is worth 
showing for two reasons.  
Firstly, PW 345-6 is the only 
line which ran purely on 
Bukharan soil and secondly 
why should this route be so 
scarce?  The serial letter is 
“v” so there should be two 
others before it.  The date is 
July 1917 and a lot of troops 
would have been present. 
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Fig. 11 

Fig. 9 

Fig. 10 
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Fig. 12 

Fig. 13 

Fig. 14 
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SPOTLIGHT ON...  
Philip E Robinson, FRPSL 

Philip E Robinson has once 
again undertaken to proof-
read our journal and to 
translate one of the articles 
from German into English - 
the kind of work that requires 
dedication, professionalism, 
knowledge and lots of 
patience!  With his permission, 
we would like to say a few 
words about him. 
 
Philip (67) from Sheffield, 
Yorkshire, married his 
sweetheart in 2007, reunited 
after 37 years, thanks to 
popular website Friends 
Reunited. 

Philip’s godfather was an ex- 
German prisoner-of-war in 
England - and so exposure to 
the German language came 
early in his life - and from 
there, his interest in and 
knowledge of “Philatelic 
German”. 
 
Philip got into proof-reading 
“by accident”.  He happened to 
work in the same building as 
Frank Walton, whom he had 
met via the Midland Bank 
Philatelic Society in 1981.  Two 
decades later Frank became 
Editor of “The London 

Philatelist” and needed a proof
-reader, and so once a month a 
pile of papers would land on 
Philip’s desk in HSBC's 
Reprographic Unit.  Since 
then, everyone he has done 
proof-reading for has come 
back for more!  
 
Translations followed - often   
correcting English texts that 
had been translated (by non-
native English speakers) from 
German, Russian or in one 
case, Lithuanian.  
 
Philip was 'Assistant Editor' of 
the late PhilLit (official 
bulletin of the philatelic club 
“Lituanica”),  has been a 
member of the Sheffield 

Philatelic Society since 1962 
(in 1994 he printed and 
published the centenary 
history of the Society),  is a 
Fellow of the Royal Philatelic 
Society, London and has been 
a member of BSRP since 1984.   
 
Philip is a philatelic historian 
and postcard collector 
specialising in pre-
revolutionary Russia and 
Siberia, an interest that has its 
origins in a journey along the 
Trans-Siberian Railway in 
1978.   

It was the late Rev Leonard 
Tann, a long-standing BSRP 
member and philatelic author, 
who encouraged Philip to 
develop his interest in Russian 
postal history.  In regard to 
“pure philately” Philip collects 
and studies the early line-
engraved stamps of Great 
Britain. 

He has written 132 articles on 
philatelic matters,  appearing 
in numerous and illustrious 
publications, since 1982. 

Philip with his wife Marion on their 
wedding day. 

KENT HOUSE ADVERT 
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NOTICES 
 

BSRP Website Forum  
 
We have replaced the 
members' noticeboard with the 
forum. Anybody can view 
discussions posted on the 
forum. But only members can 
post new topics and replies 
(you will need to log in). 
There's now no need to wait 
for your message to be posted - 
you can do it yourself 
straightaway. You can embed 
images and attach documents 
to your messages. You can also 
'subscribe' so that you are 
alerted by email when replies 
or new topics are posted. 
www.bsrp.org/forums/forum/
bsrp-discussion-forum/ 
 
 
A First for BSRP 
 
This year, 2015, saw the 
launch of the BSRP Online 
AGM on BSRP’s website.  The 
aim was to enable members 
from all over the world to 
participate if they wished.   
Over a number of weeks 
members had the opportunity 
to read last year’s minutes, 
nominate or re-elect officers of 
the Society, comment on 
issues in ‘any other business’ 
and propose or second any of 
the items under discussion.   
The final minutes of the BSRP 
AGM 2015 were uploaded to 
the website on 17 October 
2015, as traditionally the AGM 
is held on the same day as the 
London meeting. 
 
http://www.bsrp.org/bsrp-
online-agm-meeting-minutes-
17-october-2015/ 
 
 
 

 

BJRP 105 
Journals 102, 103 and 104 
received Large Vermeil medals 
at Stampex Spring and 
Autumn Exhibitions 2013 and 
2014. 

This journal was designed and 
produced by Caroline Ferreira. 

  
For your philatelic papers, 

journals and catalogues - to 
your  own specification, 

contact  
Caroline Ferreira  

on  
Tel: 0113 2894223  

Mobile: 07702697590 
or email 

ferreira30555@gmail.com 

REMINDER  
BSRP 2016 

Membership Fees 
 

Your membership will shortly 
be due for renewal. The fee is 

£20 per annum 
(or equivalent in US$ or €)   

 
All payments received by the 
end of February 2016 will be 

reduced to  
£18 per annum 

(or equivalent in US$ or €)    
 

Payments by cheque to: 
Secretary/Treasurer  

Caroline Ferreira 
BSRP 

Flat 2, 64 Vesper Rd. 
Kirkstall, Leeds 

LS5 3QS 
 
 

Payment can also be made by 
PayPal in £ sterling 

paypal@bsrp.org 
 

 
You can now 
pay on line! 

http://www.bsrp.org/subscriptions 

Society members attending the 2015 
London meeting. 

Terry Page (host) presenting “Village, 
Volost and Other Remote Zemstvo 
Offices” at the Society’s Annual 
London meeting. 

Congratulations 
John Lea on 
becoming an 
honorary 
member of the 
Society. 
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