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AZERBAIJAN; THE BASIC STAMPS 
PART I; THE FIRST AND SECOND PRINTINGS OF THE "MUSSAWAT" ISSUE 
P. T. Ashford and I. L. G. Baillie 

The postage stamps of Azerbaijan have received scant attention from philatelists in the fort:y odd 
years since they were issued, and very few articles have been written about them. The late William E. 
Hughescompiledsome notes, which he gave to the Society; Fred J. Melville issued a little booklet on 
them in 1924-necessarily limited in scope; the Kohl Handbuch included a valuable chapter on Azerbaijan; 
and m'lch more recently H. D. S. Haverbeck contributed a short article on the 'Mussawat' issues to the 
Collectors' Club Philatelist of New York. And apart from the Chuchin and Romeko catalogues, together 
with standard listings, this seems to be the sum total of all literature available, excepting perhaps an occas
ional article describing the stamps in a general way. 

This state of affairs needs urgent rectification, but the production of a standard work on the country, 
though m'lch to be desired, would be something of an undertaking, for Azerbaijan philately fairly bristles 
with problems of all kinds. For this reason, the present article is restricted to an examination of the basic 
stam::,s of the Azerbaijani Republic, and is largely m:ide possible by the acquisition of a number of these 
stamps in sheets and large blocks. However, it will be observed that even with this help, there are notice
able gaps in our knowledge, particularly as regards the '1st Mussawat Issue' which is most difficult to 
find in quantity, and we should be pleased to hear from any readers who have material with which to fill 
any of the blank spaces. Notwithstanding these omissions, we hope this article will help towards the 
ultimate realisation of a comprehensive philatelic coverage of the country. 

· THE FIRST 'MUSSAWAT' ISSUE 
After the declaration of independence by Azerbaijan, which followed the dissolution of the Trans

caucasian Republic, on 28th May, 1918, stam;,s of Imperial Russia continued to be used in the limited 
number of Post Offices still functioning, until the government (members of the Turk-Mussawat Party, 
hence the name 'Mussawat,' issue, to distinguish from the later 'Soviet' issues) decided on the printing of 
a series of postage stamps for the new Republic. According to Mr. Haverbeck, the stamps were pre
pared in August 1919, and the designs were the work of an amateur. painter, a clerk in the Ministry of 
Posts and Telegraphs. There were four different designs; (a) a soldier, holding the standard of the Repub
lic, which was used on the two lowest values, l0k.; 20k., (b) a Reaper, with a sickle, gazing at the rising 
sun from his cornfield-presumably an effort to portray the dawn of a new republic, used for the 40k., 
60k., and lR. values, (c) the Baku Citadel shown on the 2, Sand lOR. values, and (d) the TempleofEter
nal Fires at Surakhani, near Baku, which was constructed some centuries before Christ, by Parsee fire
worshippers, illustrated on the two top values of the set, 2SR. and SOR. 

The printers were the Lithographie Demidoff, Baku, whose works had been taken over by the 
Government for the printing of currency notes and other state papers. Although the designs themselves 
were very simple, the work was made involved by the use of several colours, which appeared almost too 
much for the limited abilities of the printers. The use of several colours meant th~t the lithographic 
transfers had to be made in the black outline design, which was printed first, and then for each coloured 
background. Thus, sheets of stamps had to go through the press, in some cases, four times! Registrat
ion of the colours on the first issue is none too well done, but on the later 'Soviet' or 'Second' Printing, 
correct registration is anything but the rule. The stamps of the first issue were printed on good quality 
white paper, very similar to that used for the first printing of the Georgian stamps which appeared in 
May 1919; they were all imperforate, and were coated with colourless gum, through which occasionally 
show air bubbles. The colours were quite bright and pleasing, on this first printing, which made its appear
ance in October 1919. The earliest genuinely used example we have seen is cancelled 26th October, 1919. 

This first 'Mussawat' printing comprises the following values, and the quantities issued are those 
understood to have been given originally by the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs:-

Va/ue Colours Design Quantity Issued 
10k. Green, blue, red, and black Standard bearer 417,340 
20k. Blue, green, red, and black ,, 402,710 
40k. Olive, yellow, and black Reaper 397,200 
60k. Orange, yellow, and black ,, 392,720 

lR. Blue, yellow, and black ,, 404,880 
2R. Red, yellow; and black Baku Citadel 241,920 
SR. Blue, yellow, and black 2S0,720 

lOR. Olive, yellow, and black ,, 484,240 
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25R. 
50R. 

Blue, red, and black 
Olive, red, and black 

Temple of Eternal Fires 486,960 
448,768 

Compared with the second printing of this issue (known as the 'Soviet' printing), these stamps, 
listed abo.ve, on white paper, are quite scarce, and are certainly worth more than the pennies at which 
they are generally catalogued. Genuinely used copies are-of course-much scarcer than mint, in both 
printings, and stamps on cover are very scarce. Because stamps of the first printing are quite scarce, it 
follows that blocks and sheets are scarce too and for this reason we are lamentably incomplete in our infor
mation when we come to make a list of sheet characteristics of the first printing. In all but the 20k. and 
25R. values (denominations which were not entirely sold out), it was found we had insufficient material 
to reach conclusions with certainty, and it would be interesting to hear fr~m readers possessing sheets 
or large blocks of the remaining values of this first issue on white paper. It is possible that the designs 
of some values were re-drawn before the second printing, and therefore transfer characteristics are not 
necessarily the same. 

The first and second printings of this 'Mussawat' issue can be easily distinguished; as m:ntioned, 
the prime difference is in the qualities of paper and gum. However, there is a curious effect on the 5R. 
and I0R. values. The points of the ornament in the left hand panel point upwards-as they do at the 
right-in the first issue . . The outlines of these points are in black, and the colour transfers were designed 
to fill up certain of the spaces so that a properly registered printing would show the centre of the ornament 
white. When the black outlines were apparently re-drawn for the second issue of these values, the left
hand outline panel was reversed and the omam!nts pointed downwards, but the colour transfers continued 
to print the same as before. These values, in the second printing, therefore, look extremely odd in this 
respect, and can b:! imm:diately distinguished from the earlier issue. William E. Hughes considered that 
the reversal must have b.:en due to forgetfulness or sheer carelessn-:ss, particularly as the 2R. value, of 
the same design, continues to show the points of both panels facing upwards. 

· The major error of the first Mussawat printing is said by various authorities to be the 25R. value 
printed in the colours of the 50R:, apparently owing to one black outline of 25R. beini included on the 
lithographic stone of the 50R. No exam!)le of this error has been seen by the writers, b:.it as the Kohl 
Handbuch, the Soviet Catalogue, and Romeko (1927), list this item, we must assum! that it does exist. 
Why it should not be easier to find, we cannot say, since it presum1bly occurred once on each sheet of 
the 50R., i;nless the error was corrected at an early stage in printing-which would be an unusual event 
in Transcaucasian stamp production. 

SHEET CHARACTERISTICS 
H. D. S. Haverbeck states that the 10k. and 20k. stamps were printed in sheets of 440 stamps, 

divided into panes of I 10, whilst the remaining values were printed in sheets of 400 stamps sub-divided 
into panes of 100; We can confirm that this appears to be the case with the 20k. value as we have a num
ber of panes of this stamp each 10 x 11 (110). The 25R. is the only other stamp of the set we have in · 
quantity and the sheet make-up would appear to be of 4 panes each 10 x 8 (320), but we are not entirely 
satisfied about this. In fact, it is possible that due to supplies of paper being in different sizes, m:>re than 
one size of sheet make-up was used. 

The 20k. value of the first printing is quite definitely transferred to the lithographic stone in blocks 
of 10 subjects (5 horizontal x 2 vertical) and these subjects can be identified in exactly the sam! way as 
for the 20k. value of the second printing. The constant varieties of these 10 transfer subjects are shown 
in the illustration for the second issue to be found in the centre pa5es. It therefore follows th:tt this par
ticular value was not re-drawn between the two printings. 

The 25R. value of the first printing seems to have been transferred in blocks of 6 (3 hor. x 2 vert.) 
but characteristics are not at all definite, and despite the examination of quite a number of these stamps, 
we are not certain as to whether this printing was transferred in blocks of 6, or just in pairs. Our con
clusions for this value are therefore only tentative. 

THE SECOND 'MUSSAWAT' ISSUE (OR 'SOVIET' PRINTING) 
The second printing was made on much inferior paper, usually grey in colour, and often similar 

to newsprint. Often the stamps were produced without gum, but where this was used, it is thin, and of 
poor quality, giving a yellowish or brownish appearance. This is particularly noticeable where the paper 
is specially absorbent, and the gum even thinner than usual, which has resulted in all the gum having 
soaked into the paper. 
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Something of a controversy exists as to when this second printing was actually released. Some 
authorities (Soviet catalogue; Gibbons'; Romeko) give a 1920 date, b:.it Kohl's Handbuch, and H. D. S. 
Haverbeck say April 1921. Logically, 1921 would seem to be correct, and this view is shared by Mr. S. 
D. Tchilinghirian, since the Mussawat government did not collapse until 27th April, 1920, and the stamps 
are believed to have been printed on paper secured from the Bolsheviks after they took control. It is 
clear from Kohl's Handbuch (Part VIII) that there was a considerable shortage of stamps in Azerbaijan 
in the last months of 1920, and even Imperial Arms Type stamps were again brought into use, before the 
second printing of the 'Mussawat' issue appeared. The writers have a number of stamps of the second 
printing cancelled with 1920 dates, but we are not convinced these are genuinely used, and all our 
undoubtedly genuinely used items have dates subsequent to April 1921. 

The non-existence of remainders of the first p:inting (excepting a few of the 20k. and 25R. values) 
endorses this as being the most likely situation, although why such values as lOk. and 20k. were printed 
as late as 1921, at a time when their values would have b.:en overtaken by inflation, is not known. It 
may have been the intention, of course, to revalue them before issue. 

The values and designs of the second printing are the same as for the first, with the exception of 
the numbers printed, which are much greater. According to Mr. Haverb~ck, the following figures were 
given by the Commissariat for Posts and Telegraphs at the time:-

lOk. 4,000,000 2R. 7,000,000 
20k. 4,000,000 5R. 7,000,000 
40k. 4,000,000 IOR. 6,000,000 
60k. 4,000,000 25R. 6,000,000 
IR. 7,000,000 50R. 7,000,000 

The stamps continued to be used for some tim-~, after which they were gradually replaced by the 
Soviet Republic issue, which will be discussed in the n'!Xt part oflhis article, and which appeared between 
October 1921 and January 1922. It is possible that the second 'Mussawat' issue was used after those 
dates, unsurcharged, for internal mail. 

SHEET CHARACTERISTICS 

We are now on firmer ground, for the stamps of this printing are m·Jch commoner, and often avail
able in panes, thanks to the remainders disposed of to the stamp trade, by the Soviet Philatelic Bureau, 
in Moscow, before World War II. These are the stamps most frequently found in cheap packets, being 
noticeably more abundant than those of the first printing. That is, all b:.it the 25R. value, which has 
eluded the writers, at least in large blocks and panes. 

It will be best to take each value separately, giving the size of the sheet, numb~r of panes, details 
of the transfer subjects, and, if possible, a note of any particular sheet varieties which appear to be constant. 

10k. 
This stamp was printed in sheets of 400 stamps, divided into four panes, each of 100 (10 horiz. x 

10 vert.). The subjects were transferred to the stone in blocks of ten (5 horiz. x 2 vert.). Identification 
of four of the subjects can be made fairly easily, and the illustrations in the centre pages should enable 
these to be recognised by constant varieties. In the lower left pane of 100 stamps, there appears to be 
a crack in the stone transferring the red ink, which gives the impression of a thin red line extending from 
stamp No. 81 through to the top of stamp No. 94. 

20k. 
The design is the same as for the !Ok. value, and is again printed in sheets of 400 stamps, divided 

into four panes of 100 (2 x 2 panes, 10 x 10 stamps in each pane). Transfer subjects are again in blocks 
of ten, of which seven have been recognised by means of constant varieties (see the relevant illustration 
in the centre pages). 

40k. 
This value, together with the 60k., and I R. values, appears to have been printed in at least three 

different sheet formats, as follows:-

(a) Sheet of 270 in 4 panes: 

(b) Sheet of 285 in 4 panes: 

8 X 9 
7 X 9 
8 X 10 
7 X 10 

(c) Sheet of 285 in 15 horizontal rows of 19 stamps. 
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The stamps were transferred to the stone in blocks of 6 subjects (3 hor. x 2 vert.). Subjects B, C 
and E can be identified by spots in the centre of the star, which is surrounded by the crescent in the top 
panel, but it is better to identify subjects A, B and E by means of the clues shown on the relevant illus
tration in the centre pages. A constant variety "CCP" for "COP" is noted on Stamp No. 33 (Pane 8 x 10). 

60k. 
This value is recorded in three similar sheet make-ups as for the 40k. Again the stamps were 

transferred to the lithographic stone in groups of six (3 hor. x 2 vert.). All six transfer subjects can be 
identified in this value, and the constant varieties are shown in the illustrations in the centre pages. There 
are quite a number of constant sheet varieties, the most important being "CCP" for "COP" ( a broken 
letter "O") on stamp No. 44 of the bottom right hand pane (7 x 9) of the (b) sheet make-up recorded for 
40k. This variety was sufficiently important to be listed in the Romeko catalogue (1927) although this 
appears to be listed as a broken "P", and was also shown as occurring on the 40k. value. (See above). 

lR. 
The lR. is likewise recorded in three separate sheet make-ups. Transfer subjects are again in 

blocks of six (3 hor. x 2 vert.). Subjects A, D, and F can be fairly easily distinguished (see the centre 
pages). There are quite a number of constant sheet varieties, but these are of a minor character, and 
space precludes their listing in this article. 

2R. 
This value was printed in sheets of 270 stamps, in four panes: 9 X 8 

9 X 7 

9 X 8 

9 X 7 

The designs were transferred in groups of six, as for the previous value. All six subjects are easily 
identifiable (see centre pages). On some sheets an set-off oflhe black outline can be found on the reverse 
of the stamps. 

5R. 
There are two sheet arrangements for this value. Firstly, in a sheet of 270 stamps, in the same 

set-up as for the 2R. value (four panes); and also in a sheet of285 stamps, of one pane (15 hor. x 19 vert.) 
This latter sheet gives a somewhat odd appearance, as the distance between horizontal rows of stamps 
varies, being alternately 4 mm. and 6 mm. The transfer subjects are normally in blocks of six (3 hort. x 
2 vert.), and subjects A and F are easily identifiable (see centre pages for illustration). 

IOR. 
Printed in sheets of 270 stamps, in four panes, in the same format as for the 2R. value. Again 

the transfer subjects are in blocks of six, of which subjects B and D are readily identifiable (see centre 
pages). 

25R. 
This value is reported as having appeared in the same format of 270 stamps as for the previous 

values. Unfortunately we only possess panes of this stamp of the 1st. Mussawat issue so that we are 
unable to confirm this arrangement. We believe that the transfer subjects were in horizontal blocks of 
six. Individual subjects can be identified (Three subjects have a dot, and three. have no dot, after the 
Turco-Tatar numerals in the top right hand value tablet; in addition, the size of the figure '2' of '25' varies 
a good deal), but we cannot be sure of the order of them, owing to the lack of large blocks. 

50R. 
This value was printed in sheets of 270 stamps (in four panes 8 X 9 

7 X 9 

8 X 9 
7 X 9) 

Transfer subjects were again in horizontal groups of six (3 x 2). One subject (A) is easily defined 
as the tail of the final 'E' of 'REPUBLIQUE' is missing, giving the appearance of 'F.' This is a very 
collectable variety, and it is surprising it is not listed in the standard catalogues. However, as it occurs 
about 45 times on each sheet, it is not particularly scarce. Subject 'F' can be distinguished by the size 
of the figures '50' in the value tablet. (see the illustrations in the centre pages). 
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FORGERIES 

A set of forgeries of the Second 'Mussawat' Issue are sometimes seen, and belong to those select 
forgeries which are more difficult to obtain than the genuine stamps! These items, which are quite well 
produced, are printed in slightly different colours to the originals, on greyish white paper, with smooth 
colourless gum. They differ from the original designs in the following ways: 

10k. 
The letters "REPUBLIQUE D'AZERBAIDJAN" are less well formed than in the original, and 

the "C'" of "COP" has a curl at the bottom, not seen on the genuine. There are many smaller differences, 
and the design is generally rougher. For example, on the forgery, the butt of the soldier's rifle is solid 
black, whereas the genuine shows a quite definite spot of white. 

20k. 
The same comments may be made of this value as for the 1 Ok. The blue border is more ultramarine 

than the very definite blue of the genuine stamp. There is less shading on the soldier's uniform and cap, 
and the standard of the flag, and the barrel of the rifle, are both too thin. 

40k; 60k; and lR. 
In all these values, the forgeries can be easily distinguished, since there is no dotted line (indicating 

a ray of the sun) near to the reaper's nose, as is the case in the originals. Furthermore, the points of the 
star, within the crescent, in the top horizontal tablet, are much less pointed than in the genuine stamps. 
The lettering is much thinner, also, on the forgeries. 

2R; SR; lOR. 

The star enclosed by the crescent in this design, is precisely mid-way between the points of the 
crescent moon in the originals. In all the forgeries it is not, tending to be nearer the left hand foot. In 
the SR. and lOR. values, the black ornamentation in the left hand tablet is not reversed as is the case in 
the geauine stamps of the Second 'Mussawat' Issue. 

2SR. and SOR. 

Letters of the word 'RBL' are taller than the genuine, and the points of the star, are less defined 
than in the original stamps. (See relevant illustrations in the centre pages). · 

These forgeries are sometimes seen cancelled on cover, either with a forged cancellation of Baku, 
or of Elizavetpol. 

(Part II of this article, devoted to the basic 'Soviet' issue, and the Azerbaijan Charity stamps, will 
appear in the next edition of the Journal). 

THE AUTUMN JOURNAL 

The next Journal (No. 33) is scheduled to appear in October 1963, and already a number of out
standing contributions have been booked for publication. F. Julius Fohs and Kurt Adler have combined 
to produce a valuable survey of Pre-Stamp Markings of Imperial Russia. Many of these will be illus
trated, and care has been taken to include items in the collections of many members in U.S.A. and England. 
Other outstanding contributions will be coming from Dr. A. H. Wortman (Censor Markings of Turkes
tan); C. W. Roberts, and A. Droar (Outstanding Covers of Ukraine, and Russian Used Abroad); P. T. 
Ashford and I. L. G. Baillie (Soviet Issues of Azerbaijan); I. L. G. Baillie (Odessa Cancellations); and it 
is hoped to include articles from the pens of S. D. Tchilinghirian, E. G. Peel, Harold Osi, W. S. E. Stephen, 
Dr. G. B. Salisbury, and Allan Waugh, as well as other members. 
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''USED ABROAD'' CHRONICLE-V 

S. D. Tchilinghirian 

Once more, notifications received from readers have been so numerous, that only the most import
ant among them can be covered in the limited space of this column. Some further sub-types of cancell
ations, and many additions to the check-lists, m·Jst remain in abeyance this time, and apologies are offered 
to the many members who notified them, for this unavoidable delay. This fifth instalment covers finds 
communicated up to November, 1962. 

(]) CONSTANTINOPLE 
It is not very often that this caption appears in this Chronicle. Here is a fresh find, however, which 

fills a rather important gap in our otherwise ample documentation on the Ottoman capital. Dr. A. 
Kohane has secured a stampless cover mailed on 8/11/1860, and bearing the elusive Handstruck Stamp 
of the ROPIT Agency in Type 1 (Fig. 4, page 40, Part I), plus the hitherto unrecorded_P.P. m:1rking of 
this Agency, which is illustrated in Fig. 99. As will be seen, its appearance is distinctive, and it will thus 
be possible to identify it in the future even it if turns up alone. 

Mr. R. S. Blomfield supplied information regarding the special A.R. and STAMBUL handstamps 
used on Acknowledgment of Receipt forms at the Branch Office of Stamboul, while Mr. E. G. Peel noti
fied a 20k. Russia 1866/75 issue with the cancellation in Type 16 (Fig. 713), this being a further addition 
to the check-list. 

(2) TREBIZOND 
Mr. G. H. Torrey filled another important gap by submitting a 7k. Levant 1879, hor. laid, with 

a cancellation which should definitely be the R.O.P.T.O. ZHE.D. version of Standard Type "BB" for this 
port, which had never been seen so far; and whose existence can therefore now be taken as certain. Unfor
tunately, the cancellation is too incomplete for reproduction. 

The check-list of stamps of Russia used at this Office can now be extended by adding the 3k. 1889 
issue with Type 11 (Fig. 101, Part II), notified by Mr. Peel. 

(3) MYTILENE 
Mr. Blomfield called the writer's attention to a slip in Chronicle III (B.J.R.P. 30, page 14): his two 

loose copies of the rare "Eagle" type for this port are on 7k. Levant 1884 issue, not on 2pi ROPIT 1866 
issue, as erroneously stated. Will readers please correct on their copies of the Journal? 

(4) RHODES 
Mr. Peel again scores here by securing the first stamp of Russia to be recorded with a cancellation 

of this Office, a remarkable find indeed. This very rare item is a 20k. Russia Dec. 1858 issue, perf. 12½, 
with Type 3 (Fig. 171) in Black, dated 30/5/66. 

Almost more surprising is a further find notified by Dr. P. L. Montanelli, consisting of a letter sent 
from Italy to Rhodes during the Halo-Turkish War, and franked with a 15 centesimi of Italy (SG.140) 
which, for some unknown reason, was not cancelled prior to despatch. Owing to the state of war, this 
letter could not be forwarded by the usual means, and eventually arrived at the Russian P.O. of Rhodes, 
which duly cancelled the Italian stamp with the oval date-stamp in Type 4 (Fig. 781) on 22 April, 1912 
old style, before delivering it to the addressee. It will be noticed that the date of arrival is equivalent to 
5 May, 1912 new style, which is exactly the day when the Italian forces (landed 24 hours earlier at the 
Bay of Callithea), entered the walled city of Rhodes, ousting the Turks from this former stronghold of the 
Knights of St. John. Which raises a most intriguing question: was this letter sent from Italy to Odessa, 
and did it arrive at Rhodes on that day by sheer coincidence? Or was the m:1il bag containing it on board 
the Italian landing ships, and was it handed over to the Russian P.O. for handling as a temporary measure, 
pending opening of an Italian Post Office? (The Military Post Office of the 6th Division was only opened 
on May 10th, and the Italian civilian P.O. began to function on June 8th). The Odessa alternative looks 
unlikely, because the Dardanelles had been closed to shipping by the Turks a few weeks earlier, and this 
writer is therefore inclined to favour the latter possibility, because an Italian authority of the period, 
Saraceni, stated that between May 4th and May 10th, the mail was handled by the Italian navy. It is thus 
possible that, by agreement with the Italian landing forces, the Russian P.O. was given the arriving mail, 
as a convenient place ashore where addressees could collect their letters without delay. No doubt readers 
will wish to investigate further this interesting fresh avenue in the postal history of this Russian P.O. 
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-(5) JAFFA 

A partial illustration of the very large "CC" oval in Sub-Type 4C was given in Part VI (Fig.825). 
Dr. A. Kohane has now succeeded in securing a fine cover franked with two copies of the 7k. Levant 1884, 
bearing a full impression of this rare cancellation, which is reproduced in complete form in Fig. 100. 

(6) HOLY LAND-MILAN FORGERIES. 

In BJRP 31, page 3, doubts had been raised regarding the status of another "CC" oval from Jaffa, 
reproduced as Fig. 86. It can now be stated that, although this type does exist as a genuine date-stamp, 
it has unfortunately been imitated by a well-known forger in Milan, and almost all of the examples recently 
offered on the market consist of these Milan forgeries. The forgeries are extremely well done, therefore 
very dangerous, and they are often offered on postcards or covers, at times bearing other genuine transit 
or arrival markings. In some cases, the original cancellations on the stamps were very faint, and the 
forger substituted his own productions for them. One characteristic of these Milan forgeries is a slight 
purplish tinge in the black ink, another consists in the execution, which leaves the impression of being 
hand-drawn (which it probably isn't). Examples of these forged "CC" ovals as Fig. 86 have been shown 
by Drs. A. Kohane and E. F. G. Van Doorn, both of whom also submitted docum:!ntation and other 
information on this matter. 

News worse still has to be reported on this subject: Mr. G. H. Torrey submitted a postcard to 
Lyons (France), franked with a pair of 10 para Levant 1910 issue, cancelled with a forged single-circle of 
JERUSALEM, which again bears all the marks of these Milan productions. It would therefore appear 
that the forger in question is now extending his activities to other Russian m:ukings than Fig. 86, and 
readers should beware of such forgeries which may soon be flooding the market, and may perhaps imitate 
other more valuable Russian cancellations than these. Fortunately, the JERUSALEM forgery is easy 
to detect, thanks to the misspelling of the initial letter, which is a "J" instead of an 'T' (see Fig. JOI). 
This mistake may, however, be later corrected by the forger. 

Needless to say, the activities of this man are not limited to Russian cancellations, his productions 
cover various other fields, where they have deceived many buyers who were led to pay high amounts for 
faked cancellations of this kind. Evidence supplied by Dr. Van Doorn shows that these Milanproduc
tions resulted even in controversies between experts as to whether some of the markings concerned, which 
were unknown a few years ago, had ever existed in genuine condition, or whether all recorded copies came 
from this Milan factory. The late Edwin Mueller, a few months before his untimely end, went to the 
extent of publishing a warning in the Mercury Stamp Journal, to the effect that the boxed AUS JERU
SALEM/OESTERR.POST rectangles attributed to the Austrian P.O.s in the Holy Land, had never 
existed as genuine markings, although several types of these were being offered on the market. 

So let members of the B.S.R.P. be warned that the productions of this forger are not necessarily 
limited to imitations of genuine types, but may just as well turn up in the form of unknown fancy types; 
readers should therefore keep this further possibility in mind when offered unknown material at high 
figures, particularly on covers or postcards. 

(7) SHIP MAIL IN THE LEVANT 

Mr. Peel submitted a 10 para of the Salonica 1909 town set with a Greek ship marking of the 
Yannoulatos Line, first examples of Greek ships to be recorded on stamps of Russian Levant. Colour: 
Violet (Fig. 102, incomplete). 

Mr. Torrey added another Italian ship to those whose markings are known on Russian stamps: 
this is the MASSA LIA of the Sitmar, date-stamp identical to Fig. :!92 in Part II, except for name of ship, 
and the stamp is the 20 pa. Levant 1'>03. 

(8) PEKING 

The item that must now be dealt with is sensational enough to deserve special handling in the "Out 
standing Covers'' feature of this magazine. As, however, this feature has been rather neglected, at least 
until the last issue of the Journal, the letter concerned is illustrated here under Fig.98. 

Members are already aware that the circular date-stamp of Peking in Type 4 (Fig.466) was lost 
during the siege of the Legations in 1900, and that another date-stamp in Type 6 (Fig.468), sent as replace
ment, was not received at Peking until 1901. Pending its arrival, the Russian P.O. in the Chinese capital 
had to manufacture an emergency canceller, the boxed Type 5 (Fig.467), illustrated in Part IV by Dr. 
A. H. Wortman's remarkable cover. 
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This story can now be completed thanks to Mr. I. B. Maslowski"s extraordinary item: this was 
sent from Peking to a small locality in France (Caumont-sur-Garonne), and consists of a letter-card with 
imprinted 7k. vignette of Russia, to which have been added a !Ok. and a 3k. adhesive with KIT Al over
print, completing the registered letter rate of 20k. The stamps are cancelled with a very primitive mark
ing, containing the name PEKIN on a first line, and the year date 19-00 on a second line, the day and 
month being added in manuscript above and below the central hyphen of the year (as was also the case with 
Type 5). It will be noticed that the date is 7/XI/1900, antedating by several weeks Dr. Wortman·s cover 
with Type 5. This marking (which can be classified as Type 9 for convenience) was therefore the first 
attempt to produce an emergency date-stamp, after the international force relieved the Legations: it is a 
very poor production, and looks as if it was made of wood (see Fig.103). It will have remained current 
for a short time only, and was then replaced by the boxed rectangle in Type 5, which was in use by Decem
ber. 

The wealth of transit markings is a remarkable feature on this letter (as also on Dr. Wortman's 
cover Fig.474A), and allows to follow the route it took; mailed at PEKING on 7/20 November, the letter 
went to CHEFOO Chinese P.O. 23 Nov. (why the Chinese rather than the Russian P.O. is anybody's 
guess), then to PORT-ARTHUR Russian P.O. 14/27 Nov., and to SHANGHAI Russian P.O. on 20 
Nov./3 Dec., which gave it to SHANGHAI Chinese P.O. on 4 Dec., wherefrom it went to HONG KONG 
6 Dec. The next marking (left side on back) is illegible, but may denote the landing at an Italian port, 
as it is followed by the French MODANE A PARIS Train P.O. double-circle, which indicates that the 
letter entered France through Italy. Next comes the MARMANDE (LOT-ET-GARONNE) double
circle, which may be the arrival marking for letters addressed to Caumont-sur-Garonne, as no date-stamp 
of this tiny place is to be seen on the letter. 

Comparing this itinerary with Dr. Wortman's cover, one notices that both went first to Chefoo, 
but the Maslowski letter was then given to a Russian ship which took it north to Port-Arthur, wherefrom 
a vessel of the Volunteer Fleet will have brought it to Shanghai, while the Wortman cover travelled direct 
from Chefoo to Shanghai, presumably on a non-Russian ship. The Wortman item reached Shanghai 
in 17 days and Hong Kong in 23, while the Maslowski item reached Shanghai in 13 days and Hong Kong 
in 16. Which seems to show that the deviation via Port-Arthur was in fact the shortest cut, probably 
owing to the regular schedules of the Volunteer ships. 

(9) KALGAN 
All members know how rare is the Kalgan double-oval in Type 2 (Fig.477). Mr. Peel managed to 

secure a copy, a most commendable achievement by itself, for which he deserves congratulations. But 
our President has his own special way of selecting items with a multiplicity of distinctions: his example 
of this cancellation is in RED (first copy known in this colour), and it is on a hitherto unrecorded 2k. 
Russia 1875 issue, hor. laid, where the Red colour of the cancellation blends with the red and black of 
the stamp to produce a most beautiful effect. For good measure, the last digit of the year is missing in 
date 5/111/188 .. , while the third digit consists ofa smaller "8" than the second. lf there is any reader whose 
mouth isn't watering yet, let us add that it is suspected this gem was secured, as usual, in a lot of rubbish 
for the proverbial song. Another gem also secured by Mr. Peel is a copy of the hitherto unrecorded 7k. 
Russia 1879 issue with this same marking, but in the more usual BLUE colour, and with date 13/11/1883. 

"Jamais deux sans trois": Mr. Blomfield vindicates this French saying by notifying an example 
of this same date-stamp in BLACK on a 2k. Russia 1&89, which he recently acquired at the Stuart Sale. 

(10) SHIP MAIL IN THE FAR-EAST 
Somebody must be unloading a hidden treasure of R.V.A.P. markings (if such accumulations 

exist): a copy of this oval (serial missing) on 3k. Russia 1909 is in the Pritt collection, an example of Type 
IF in Blue on 7k. 1902 was acquired by Mr. Blomfield, another on lk. 1902 but in Black (first of this Sub
Type to be recorded in this colour) by Dr. Kohane, while Mr. John Lloyd got the best of the lot in the form 
on a !Ok. 1902 with Sub-Type ID (serial "ghe") in Blue. This letter had not yet been recorded, and is 
illustrated in Fig. I 04. 

Our new member, Mr. Kessler, prefers to concentrate on the kin ovals of the Volunteer Fleet, and 
reports the VLADIVOSTOK-SHANKHAI serials "zhe" and "ze" (Figs. 524/525) both on 5k. 1902, an 
elusive denomination unrecorded so far. 
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It was to be expected that Russian ship mail would turn up with Japanese arrival markings of 
DALNY, after this port passed under Japanese rule in 1905: a 3k. KIT AI hor. laid, secured by Mr. Torrey, 
bears the type of date-stamp used by Japanese P.O.s in the late 1900s on domestic mail, with name in 
Japanese characters at top: these are the same as the Chinese symbols on Figs. 547/48, but read of course 
from right to left, and they are pr0nounced DAIREN in Japanese, instead of TA-LIEN in Chinese (see 
Fig.105, incomplete). 

Mr. J. D. Riddell's Japanese arrival marking of SEISHIN in Korea (Fig.96, B.J.R.P. 31) can now 
be confirmed to be genuine, thanks to information promptly supplied by Mr. J. Negus, who produced 
several markings in the same style used by the Japanese Post in Korea during the 1910s. 

(II) THE MYSTERY OF VAISAN 
The VAISAN question mark in B.J.R.P. 31, page 4, was promptly solved by Mr. M. Liphschutz 

who, during a trip to the U.S., met Dr. Edward Tolman, and had an opportunity of inspecting his unpar
alleled collection of Mongolian covers ex Dun-Fu-Yu hoard. One of the covers in the Tolman collection 
had the Russian stamps cancelled with the date-stamp illustrated in Fig.93 in B.J.R.P. 31, but the impress
ion was clearer and the name read ZAISAN, with the initial "Z" rather poorly drawn. Dr. Tolman 
explained that this locality was on the Russian side of the Mongolian border, and readers will indeed find 
it on Map 13 (Part IV, page 300) where it is spelt ZAISENSK (north-east ofChuguchak, and west ofShara
sume). 

The difference between the Russian letters "ve" and "ze" is small even when they are well drawn, 
but when the "ze" is too angular, at left, it will look like a "ve," particularly on over-inked impressions, and 
Mr. Ma'>iowski's confusion of one letter for the other was unavoidable in this particular case. 

(12) MANCHURIA 
An early oval of MANCHULI-STATION with serial "a" (Fig.106) in a type hitherto unrecorded, 

has been notified by Mr. I. B. Maslowski on 7k. 1909, date 2/10/11. 
An example of the double-circle of MANCHULI-TOWN in the hitherto missing Sub-Type 2C, 

with serial "ve," has now been reported by Mr. Peel, and is illustrated in incomplete form in Fig.107. 
Coming from Mr. Peel, it could be expected to display some unusual features: it cancels a 10 cents 1920 
Kharbin surcharge on the 10/7k. basic stamp, which is very seldom seen with any cancellation, and its date 
is 22/1/21, latest recorded for this office, although not so late as to be necessarily posthumous, especially 
when considering that the P.O. of Manchuli-Town will have been one of the very last ones to be closed. 
Mr. Peers example is very different from the forgery recorded by Horney (Fig.567, Part V) and has all 
the characteristics of a genuine type (style and arrangement of inscriptions, bars, stars and date, etc.), 
although admittedly it cannot be altogether ruled out that the stamp may have been posthumously can
celled-to-order after the office was closed. 

Mr. Peel also has to be thanked for communicating the date-stamp of Field Post Office No.26 
(Fig.108), an example of which, on 14k. 1902, is in his colle.::tion, while another, on 50k. 1902, is in the 
collection R. L. Joseph. No clues a'> to town of use. Dr. A. H. Wortman closes this long list of fresh 
finds with a copy of the 7R. 1889 bearing the double-circle of Reserve Field Post Office No. 29 (Fig.109). 
More examples of F.P.O.s No.4, 10 and 17 notified by Messrs. Bache, Droar and Maslowski on various 
Russian stamps will be listed in the next Chronicle. 

POSTCARDS FROM POLAND UNDER GERMAN OCCUPATION 
Ronald P. Knighton 

During the Second World War food parcels were sent to Poland by charities and through the Red 
Cross in several countries. The recipients acknowledged these by postcards, and an examination of these 
makes an interesting study. 

My collection consists of cards posted between January 1942 and the middle of 1944, the majority 
being in 1943 and 1944; the cards were posted in the cities of Warschau, Krakau, Lemberg, Radom and 
Lublin, and the districts administered postally by these cities. As the postmarks have the German form 
and spelling (Lemberg for Lwow and Warschau for Warsawa) these are used in this article. The cards 
were sent to Portugal, Sweden and Turkey. Many of the cards bore a printed stamp, the General Govern
ment 12gr. violet, a pictorial showing the Copernicus Memorial at Krakau. Some of the adhesives were 
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from the same issue, but more frequently were Hitler heads of 1941. Although at this time there had been 
several issues of stamps with a premium for the Red Cross, Winter Relief, etc., none of these stamps appear 
here. The time taken on the journey from Poland to Portugal can be seen from the many cases in which 
the Lisbon postmark of arrival is found, and the following picture emerges. For ordinary postcards from 
Warschau it usually took 9 days in 1942; 12 days in 1944, and for cards sent by Express post, 12 days in 
11)43, 13 days in January 1944 and 16 days later in the same year. Some cards were sent by registered 
post and the time taken by these on the journey varies from JO days in August 1942, to 12 days in July 
1943, and 13 days in 1944. No doubt the progress of the war was responsible for the gradual slowing 
down of the journey, but it seems strange that in every case the cards sent by express post took longer 
than those by ordinary post. The same picture is seen with mail from Krakau; 9 days in 1942; 14 days 
in 1944; from Lemberg the period was 11 days in 1942, 1943 and 17 in 1944. The cards to Sweden were 
not backstamped on arrival, and an insufficient number sent to Turkey received the arrival postmark to 
make any accurate record. 

The cancellations are all circular handstamps naming the place of despatch in the upper part of 
the double lines. There are six varieties of Warschau, as follows:-

(1) After the word Warschau is the figure 1, at the bottom is also 1. 
(2) ,, .. letter c. ., ., .. ., letter h between two diamond designs 
(3) ., ., .. .. C, at the bottom is a e 
(4) .. ., ,, .. ,, C, ,, ., ,, ,, y y 
(5) .. ,, .. ,, C, .. .. .. ,, q 
(6) ., ,, .. .. C, ,, .. ,, b P 

Types 1, 2 and 3 were used during 1942, 4 and 5 in 1943, and 6 in 1943/44. Types 2 and 4 are smaller 
in size than the others. In the Lemberg postmark, the figure l appears after the name in each type, with 
the letter "u" at the bottom in 1942, "x" in 1943, and "f" in 1943 and 1944 (see Fig. 1 in centre pages). 
Lublin seems to have one type only, figure 1 after the name with "b" at the bottom, flanked by two stars. 
Krakau has six types of postmark. Three of these have the figure 1 after the name and the letters "g," 
or "pp," or the figure l flanked by a diamond design made of four dots. The other three types have the 
figure 2 after the name with the letters "aa," "f" or "r" at the bottom. The location of smaller places is 
easily found as the name is in the top part of the postmark and the district is added in the lower part, 
e.g. Pulawy, date, Distr. Lublin. A letter is nearly always to be found just below the date-usually 
"a," "b" or "d." 

The Express labels used are German. "Durch Eilboten" in black on red paper, with the occas
ional different one "Eilbote-Expres" on the same thin type of paper. 

The Registration Labels follow the same office numbering as the postmarks. Where the postmark 
is Warschau C l, then the registration label also reads Warschau C I.The figure 1 in the postmarks of 
Lublin and Lemberg and the l and 2 of Krakau reappear in their registration labels. There are two styles 
of printing for Warschau and Lemberg and in addition, one card from this latter city has a label with a 
number but no printed name; this has been added in large letters by a handstamp. 

It is only to be expected that the German authorities would exercise a close check on all mail leav
ing Poland for abroad. Every card was censored and marked in some way. A circle (diameter 28mm) 
showing the German eagle with oustretched wings and holding the swastika within a wreath, and having 
the words "Oberkommando der Wehrmachf' and below "Gepruft" is found in red on all cards sent to 
Sweden (Fig.2, centre pages). This form of marking is found only on cards for Sweden, but irrespective 
of the place of origin. A companion, in style, to this strike is larger (diameter 35mm) with "Gepruff' 
at the top and the remainder of the script in the lower half. This censor mark is found occasionally in 
red and in blue but usually in a shade of bluish or purplish black, and was stamped on cards sent to 
Portugal. Like the smaller type, it is found on cards from all centres. The third of the "Gepruff" types 
has 23mm diameter with the usual eagle and swastika and the ··oberkommando der Wehrmachf" encir
cling it, but the word "Gepruft'" is enclosed in a tablet below the circle. This strike is found on cards 
1o Portugal and is always in black. 

Two types of runner censor markings are found on cards sent to Turkey (and to Turkey only). 
They are struck in red and are similar to the first type described above and have seven horizontal lines, 
48mm in length, between the circles. The second type has a smaller circle and only two horizontal lines. 
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Along with all these types of censor markings are innumerable other small marks. They consist 
of numbers inside small rectangles-figures frequently in the 2000 to 6000 range, always in red; numbers, 
usually below 50, in small black squares or larger squares with low numbers in blue; thin letters in blue 
ovals and large letters without any frame add to the variety. Cards to Turkey frequently have the numbers 
in green. Other marks found are a capital "S" in a circle, a many-pointed blue star (see Fig. 3) and a 
double "S," (Fig. 4, centre pages), one above the other but overlapping. These are found both large and 
small. These markings are never found singly, and frequently four or five strikes of the small red rect
angles are on the same card; these might seem like some record at the office of destination but an examin
ation of covers sent from Poland to other countries and entirely unconnected with the Red Cross, show 
the same type of mark. This confirms that these numbers in their squares or rectangles were applied by 
the control in Poland istelf. In the collection of cards studied, several have the same markings both in 
respect of numbers and the other designs; as these cards were despatched from different cities, it shows 
a central control was exercised over all mail. 

The last type of control mark applied in Poland is of an entirely different character and consists 
of one large capital letter and a small letter within a circle. The letters s~en are "A b" (b::>th thin and 
thick capital, san serif) "A d"-the capital with serifs, and "L b"-both in gothic script (see Figs 5, 6 
and 7 in centre pages). All these strikes are found in purple and "Ab" and .. Ad" in black and red respect
ively. They are found on cards despatched from Warschau and Lemb~rg in 1943/44 to Portugal and 
Sweden, An interesting point about these is that (with only one exception) no card with this control 
mark has any other form of censor whatever. 

A very small number of cards to Portugal have in addition to the German censor, a British one 
as well. The type is the well known one showing the Crown, under which is '"Passed'' and the number 
below it, all in an octagon, struck in red. 

The German authorities in Poland were very suspicious of mail leaving the country and many cards 
are found to have a broad bluish streak on front or b.:!ck; this is the result of a chemical test to disclose 
any writing done in "invisible" ink. No such writing shows up on the covers examined and probably 
the recipients of the food parcels were too grateful for the help to try to mix secret messages with their 
thanks. 

DOTS POSTMARKS-SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 
Dr. A. H. Wortman 

At last we can complete the list of the 60 cancellations in the first type with concentric rings of dots, 
thanks to Mr. F. Julius Fohs. He arrived in London armed with full notes of this material and was able 
to confirm the recent information we have had about many of the scarcer numbers. In addition, he gives 
the following: 

10 iii 31 i 51 i 58 iii 
He is not quite sure about No. 31 as the strike is not good. Members may easily insert these details 

in the blank spaces in the table given in our last article. 
Mr. Fohs also agrees with much of what we said about the different types of figures of some of the 

numerals. We said that there were at least four different types of No. I and he says there were five. He 
says there were two types of No. 2 and although we thought there was only one, he may be right. He 
agrees there were two types of No. 5. No one member of the Society has a complete lot of the numbers 
from I to 60, but at least we could muster a complete lot between us! We are still anxious to receive 
details of hitherto unidentified numbers. 

THREE ITEMS FROM THE POLAND AND ARMIES STUDY GROUP 
Mr. R. P. Knighton forwards the following items from this Group: 

I. Members have enquired about the use of the Warsaw postmark showing the figure 'I' enclosed 
within four octagons and the fact that only Russian stamps appear to bear this cancellation. It is reported 
that this postmark came into use in 1865, perhaps too late to be used on Poland No. I, which was in use 
until 13th April of the same year. One member has a copy of Poland No. 1 with this cancellation, but 
this may be an instance of a stamp being used outside its period of postal validity. Dr. Wortman states 
that this postmark was in use for the Third Division of Warsaw Post only. 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 32 Page 13 



2. A postmark of Poland in 1924 which is not frequently seen embodies a small rectangle with 
a figure at the bottom of the circle. This is believed to be the number of tli.e postal area of the town (see 
Fig. I in the centre pages). 

3. Among the many censor and control markings of the First World War period are some with 
letters and figures within circles. The letters are probably abbreviations as follows : W.-Wojenny-War. 
K.-Korpus-Corps. D.P.-Dowodrtvo Piechotu-Command Infantry. (See Figs. 2, 3 and 4 in the 
centre pages). 

A KERENSKY SHEETLET 
Major A. Prado 

In a letter to John Barry, Major A. Prado (Brazil) describes a I kopek value stamp in a miniature 
sheetlet he has in his collection, of the same design as the Kerensky issue, and enquires for more informa
tion. Major Prado states : "The design is in the centre of a sheetlet of one stamp and I think it is an 
essay of the Kerensky issue. It is imperforate and the main features of the piece are as follows: 

(a) Paper, white; thickness one-tenth mm. 
(b) Size of the sheetlet; 50 mm. x 67.5 mm. 
(c) Size of the stam;,; 20 mm. x 26 mm. 
(d) Colour; black. 
(e) Design: The S2Il1e as for the normal stamp except, (i) the T of 'ROSSIYA' is in the 

old form (not as in the issued stamp) due to perhaps having been drawn prior to the orthographic reform 
of 1917, (ii) the fleurons above the oval are different to the issued stamp, (iv) the initials 'R. Z.' are over 
a small fleuron above each of the figures, (v) the figures and the words 'KOP' are the same as the original 
stamps, in white, (vi) there are no varnish lozenges and no watermark." 

John Barry states that details of essays appear in Nos. 2 and 4 of The Russian American Philatelist 
in 1942, where essays of 7, I 0, 14, 15 and 20k. are listed, which are similar to the issued 35 and 70k. stamps, 
but with different values. There is, however, a photograph of the 7k. in a sheetlet like Major Prado's 
item, so that this may indeed be an essay. In addition, Mr. E. G. Peel, in his article on the Kerensky 
stamps in B.J.R.P. No. 28, does mention that essays exist of lk. and 2k. values in orange-brown, and 
green, respectively. The letters 'R. Z.' appear in the design of the issued stamps, and according to Mr. 
Peel, are the initials of Richard Zarrin, the designer. 

A PHOTOGRAVURE VARIETY 
A. S. Waugh 

During the last 40 years of Russian stamp production, most of the recognised methods of repro
duction have been used to print adhesives, ranging from simple typography to the complications of modern 
multi-colour photo-lithographic printing. For the mass production of single colour stamps, the photo
gravure method is ccmmonly adopted for reasons of speed and economy. Many of the stamps of the 
1940/50 period were printed from gravure plates. This method, when used for the manufacture of adhes
ives, is ascertained by the screen or graticule, which can be seen with a magnifying glass. 

The artist's design is placed on a special engraver's camera so that the correctly sized image passes 
through a screen composed of ruled lines. These lines form the characteristic diamond shaped patterns 
or graticule. Negatives are obtained on suitable photographic film by a step and repeat method, which 
accurately exposes the required number of stamps in the correct position relative to one another, so form
ing a complete sheet. Thus the graticule will appear the same way (either vertical or horizontal) on all 
the stamps so formed . The negative is finally reversed to form a photo-positive, and this is used to print 
down on the pre-sensitized copper plate. 

The image obtained on the metal is etched by a suitable acid so that while the surface remains 
smooth the design is etched into the copper plate. The engraved plate is finally clamped round a cylinder 
for printing. After inking, it is wiped by a 'doctor' blade to remove surplus ink, and if the blade is dirty 
or badly adjusted, it leaves tell-tale lines running through the stamps. The impression is obtained by 
the paper 'picking up' the ink from the engraved recesses in the metal, and the varying depths and size of 
these recesses give the effect of tonal gradations. 
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This process goes by various names, in America it is termed Intaglio printing; in France, Helio
gravure; and elsewhere, Rotarygravure. The screens used in the negative production vary from 200 to 
300 lines per square inch, and these form a diamond shaped dot with a vertical elongation which is common 
to most Soviet stamps using a 200 lines screen. Stamps in upright format will have horizontal graticules, 
because originally they were photographed in the horizontal position. 

Having examined hundreds of gravure printed stamps, a curious variety was found on the SOk. 
brown (combine harvester) value issued in January 1941, to propagate economic developments relative 
to the third Five Year Plan. A copy of this stamp, designed by F. Kozlov, to show agricultural progress, 
was found having a horizontal graticule or screen formation instead of a vertical graticule. The enlarged 
illustrations in the centre pages show these different graticules as they appear on the respective stamps. 
Two reasons may be considered a'> being the cause of the error; it is possible that the first plate was 
scrapped through wear or damage and an entirely new plate was prepared, inadvertently with a hori
zontal screen angle; or, alternatively, a single subject was damaged and a fresh cliche was made and inserted 
to replace it, also with the incorrect screen angle. 

It is also possible to speculate on the actions of human nature, for perhaps the printer had an acci
dent, and his fellow workers rallied around and hurriedly made a new insertion, not noticing in the haste 
the new screen angle! Perhaps we shall never know why it was produced. Readers can, however, help 
to ascertain if a whole sheet of 100 subjects was thus produced, or only the single stamp, by examining 
their copies of No. 826 (Russian catalogue) and especially helpful would be the examination of whole 
or part sheets. We could also determine the scarcity of this stamp relative to the issue as a whole, by the 
numbers of horizontal graticule varieties found by collectors. The same feature can be found in the 1927 
Harrison printing of the Egyptian high values, stamps of which denominations can be found with the two 
screen angles. 

1909-"!7 ARMS TYPE; SIZE OF PRINTING PLATES 
I. L. G. Baillie 

Examining the files of B.S.R.P. and Rossica Journals, I find that one most interesting feature of the 
Arms Type stamps seems hitherto to have been overlooked; namely, the size of the printing plate. 

Until fairly recently I had assumed that the JOO sheets of kopek values were always printed from 
100 plates, and that the sheet and plate sizes of the rouble values also coincided. Two surprises have, 
however, made me revise this opinion. 

The first surprise was that Mr. W. H. H. Huddy, our Hon. Treasurer, has in his superb collection, 
a multiple sheet of 1 Rub. imperf. stamps. This multisheet com;,rises two SO-sheets side by side, each sheet 
being the usual 7 x 8 arrangement (with "double-V" blanks in the corners and in the mid top and bottom 
row positions) and with the normal mixture of light and dark brown coloured dots in upper and lower 
selvidges but without plate numbers. These two SO-sheets are not identical, the selvedge dots and the 
relative positioning of adjacent stamps being slightly but significantly different. 

The second surprise was that I recently obtained some examples of the lower portions of a I 00 
sheet of the 3 kop. imperf. Two of these examples showed very wide right hand selvedges, and due to 
this showed trace of a second and different "plate number," because at bottom left they showed the num
eral· 1 · b:.it at bottom far right they showed a trace of what must surely be the left hand side of the numeral 
·2· (which we normally see as the .. plate number"' in the bottom le(t corner of a 100-sheet). 

It therefore seems that there is now at least this limited amount of evidence to indicate that multi
sheet plates were used for at least some printings of both the kopek and rouble values. The next task 
would seem to be to examine gum stops so as to allocate IOQ-shccts to their correct positions, and then 
if possible to attempt to correlate these 10::l-sheets in order to establish the sizes and details of the print
ing plates themselves. This venture might also enable the apparently random selvedge marks recorded 
in the pre\ious articles to be re-listed on a more rational basis. Perhaps the Imperial Research Group 
or one of our enterprising students of these issues in U.K., U.S.A., or elsewhere might care to tackle the 
problem for us? 
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OUTSTANDING COVERS 
Selected by John Barry 

We are continuing this series by inviting Mr. John Barry to let us reproduce two interesting and 
rare covers bearing Railway Postal Wagon Cancellations from his collection. These two items were 
displayed by Mr. Barry with the fascinating array of material he showed at the Society's Silver Jubilee 
Exhibition in June 1961, where they evoked a great deal of comment. 

(1) POTI-TIFLIS RAILWAY WAGON CANCELLATION 
This cover, which consists of a 7 kopek postal stationery envelope, bears the earliest recorded can

cellation of the Transcaucasian Railway. The cancellation reads "POCHT. VAGONA POTI-TIFLISSK 
ZHE.D. (5)" and is dated 23rd May 1883. There are the figures "22" shown horizontally by the side of 
the date, which some authorities regard as indicating the station along the railway route at which the letter 
was posted. Even if this is theoretically correct, in practice it could hardly have been possible to alter 
these digits at each stop. Assuming that the contention is correct, the twenty-second station along the 
route from Poti towards Tiflis was 'Platform Agara' (assuming this stop was in being in 1883) near Kareli. 
The cover is particularly pleasing as it shows two fine strikes of this rare cancellation, which has hitherto 
only been recorded on one isolated stamp (see "The Postal Cancellations of the Transcaucasian Rail
way," B. J. R. P. No. 18, Page 537). The number in brackets at the base "(5)" appears to denote the 
number of the Postal Wagon traversing the route, so there should be possibilities of recording other can
cellations used on this line at the same period. The railway between Poti and Tiflis was constructed 
between 1867 and 1872, and commenced working in October 1872. After the Russo-Turkish War of 
1877, Batum became Russian and the railhead of the Transcaucasian Railway was transferred to that 
city as the port and harbour installations were improved, whilst Poti declined in importance. 

The cover is addressed to Reval, but it appears to have been undelivered, and the name of the town 
struck out on the envelope, there also being a manuscript endorsement at the bottom 'Return to Post 
Wagon Poti-Tiflis Railway.' On the reverse there is a similar endorsement regarding non-delivery and 
the need for return to the sender. 

(2) KUANTENTZI-HARBIN RAILWAY WAGON CANCELLATION 
This splendid 'Used Abroad' item consists of a 3 kop. Postal Stationery card (bearing also a lk. 

Arms Type adhesive stamp) cancelled by two clear examples of the oval "KUANTENTZI-266-KHAR
BIN 'b"' postal wagon cancellation dated 2/6/1912. The card, which is addressed to Kandy, Ceylon, 
and bears a transit datestamp of Kobe, Japan (20/6/1912) and an arrival cancellation of Kandy (14/7/1912), 
was written by an Englishman travelling by the Trans-Siberian Railway when passing Lake Baikal. On 
the reverse, his message reads: "Trans-Siberian Express, Lake Baikal, June 11th, 1912. You have prob
ably heard by this time that I am on my way to Shanghai. I left London on Sat., June 1st and with the 
exception of one night in Moscow, I have been in the train ever since. I think this is a most suitable day 
to write you. Many happy returns of your birthday. We are now running along the side of Lake Baikal 
and are enjoying quite lovely scenery. I hope to go back this way in September. H. B." 

This card is recorded in Part Five of "Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad" by Tchilinghir
ian and Stephen on page 476, where the oval cancellation has been illustrated. Both these Outstanding 
Covers are illustrated in the centre pages. 

OUTSTANDING ITEMS 
Selected by 0. T. Seager and John Lloyd 

In Journal 3 I, we resurrected the series on 'Outstanding Covers,' and we are, of course. continuing 
this in present and future issues. However, in doing so, we would not like to give the impression that 
covers are the beginning and the end of philately-far from it! So equally with 'Outstanding Covers.' 
we think we ought to inaugurate a similar series called 'Outstanding Items.' so that selected stamps or 
pieces might be written up and illustrated in the sam'! way. 

We are commencing the new feature with several items from the collections of Mr. 0. T. Seager 
and Mr. John Lloyd, and we thank them for their kindness in loaning us the items so that we might repro
duce them in the centre pages. 
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(I) OFFICIAL DOCUMENT ON THE 1922 SOVIET ISSUES OF GEORGIA 

This document, the two sides of which have reen photographed, somewhat reduced in size, and 
reproduced in the centre pages, is of special interest to collectors of Georgia, for it helps to resolve a number 
of difficulties that have arisen from time to time. Briefly, it is a certificate relating to the first Soviet Issue 
of Georgia, and to the surcharged Charity Issue issued by the Soviet Authorities, in 1922. The document 
translates as follows: 

'G.S.S.R. 
'People"s Ccmmisar 
'Posts and Telegraphs 
'Dept. Organ. 
'Office 2. 
'9/8/22 etc. 

Certificate 
'This certifies that the postage stamps affixed and cancelled below are genuine stamps indicating 
'prepayment of postage, are current throughout the whole territory of the Georgian Soviet Social
'ist Republic and constitute the complete series. 
'The stamps in the first series, viz. 500R., IOOOR., 2000R., 3000R., and 5000R., without overprint, 
'serve for the payment of all types of postal transactions in accordance with the postal rates in the 
'country; the overprinted stamps constituting the second series, viz: IOOOR on 50R., crimson over
'print; 300:>R. on IO0R. black overprint; 5000R. on 250R., black overprint; 10,000R. on 25R., 
'crimson overprint, are charity stamps for the famine stricken of Georgia and have to be affixed 
'on all types of postal correspondence. 
'This statement is attested by the signatures and stamp below. 

'People's Commisar of Posts and Telegraphs 
'Director of Dept. 
• Asst. Director. 

The item satisfactorily disposes of two particular bones of contention. The first is that following 
a statement in the Kohl Handbuch it was widely believed that no postage stamps were on sale at Georgian 
Post Offices from May to September 1922, postage being paid in cash. This was disproved as long ago 
as 1951, by covers seen and sent to various foreign addresses ('Postage Stamps of Georgia' by Hughes and 
Ashford) but it was still possible that stamps were not used for internal mail. Mr. Seager's' document 
appears to settle this matter completely. 

In the same way, the Charity Issue of 1922 was somewhat shrouded in mystery, and collectors 
were not sure whether the use of the stamps was obligatory. Here Mr. Seager's item helps us by con
firming this fact, although it is a pity we are not informed whether any definite denomination had to be 
used in conjunction with a particular postal rate. 

(2) TWO PANES OF IOK. ARMS TYPE (IMPERFORATE) 

Our member, Mr. John Lloyd, has been most fortunate of late, in obtaining a valuable haul of 
unpicked covers and pieces relating to the early Soviet era, which presumably came from corre~pondence 
addressed to a Russian firm with offices in London in the early twenties. Our congratulations go to John, 
and it is certainly a pleasure to learn that unpicked bundles of material can still be found; for in our cyn
ical way, we had long come to the conclusion that the verb 'to unpick' needed a fresh definition in the 
standard dictionaries! It gives us great pleasure to illustrate a number of truly outstanding items from 
this splendid array of material, the first being two whole panes (less one stamp) of the scarce 10k. Arms 
Type (lmperf.) of 1917. Although this stamp is catalogued at only a few shillings, it is unquestionably 
a scarce stamp; occasionally one sees a mint single or pair, but to see two whole panes genuinely used is 
something quite out of the ordinary. Mr. Igor Maslowski (Paris) agrees that neither he nor Mr. Michel 
Liphschutz has any of the stamps used on cover. It would be interesting to learn from other readers how 
they have fared in obtaining used blocks of this stamp, and we shall gladly print any reports received in 
the correspondence column of the next Journal. As readers will note from the illustration of this item 
in the centre pages, the stamps were cancelled by a small double circle 'MOSCOW EKSPED' postmark 
of 13 Sept. 1922, and with an arrival cancellation in red of 'LONDON E.C.' (Registered). 
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(3) NIZHNI FAIR CANCELLATION OF 1922 
A further interesting item from the John Lloyd collection is a large piece (together with several 

further loose stamps) cancelled with a double-circle postmark reading 'NIZHNI-Y ARMARKA y' and 
dated 4/8/22 (with a London arrival cancellation of 15/8/22). The piece itself consists of twenty copies 
of 4k. imperf Arms Type, and four copies of I R. imperf. of the same issue. As members will be aware, 
the Nizhni Fair was an annual event which has been in being for hundreds of years, and was held at Nizhni 
Novgorod in the suburb of Kunavino, which lies between the rivers Oka and Volga. Niz.'mi Fair cancell
ations are not exactly scarce and are seen moderately frequently, but this is the first time we have seen the 
cancellation used in the Soviet era. It would appear from enquiries made by John Lloyd that the Fair 
was only held at Nizhni once after the revolution and this was in 1922, when it was opened on lst August 
of that year. "The Outline History of the U.S.S.R." (Moscow) makes no mention of the Fair in 1923, 
and it was apparently supe~eded by the fin;t of the Agricultural Exhibitions of the U.S.S.R. It would 
be nice to record other examples of this 1922 cancellation in readers' collections. 
(4) FLAWS ON 5R. ARMS TYPE (PERF. 13¼) 

So much research has taken place on the stamps of the Arms Type design in recent years that we 
hardly thought there was scope for further major flaws. In perusing the material John Lloyd obtained 
in his spectacular find, he noted the following flaws (all in the dark blue portion of the design) which appear 
on 5R. Arms Type stamps (Perf. 13! with vertical chalk lines) of a late printing, used from Moscow P.O. 
between 22nd and 28th July 1922:-

Stamp No. 19: One large dot in front of the down stroke of the figure "5" in the left hand circle 
of value, and one smaller dot behind the horizontal bar of the same value figure. 

Stamp No. 33: (Illustrated in enlarged format in the centre pages). This stamp shows two blotches 
of colour, one at the left of the "5" and the other in the centre of the figure. 

Stamp No. 36: In the word 'POCHTOVAYA' there is a dot in the circle of the 'O'; a dot between 
'V' and' A'; and two dots beneath the letter 'YA.' 

Stamp No. 40: (Illustrated in the centre pages). This stamp shows three blotches of colour in the 
same circle of value. In addition, there is a distinct blob of colour between and below the letters 'O' 
and 'CH' of 'POCHTOV A YA' in the scroll. The horizontal line of the letter 'CH' extends beyond the 
vertical leg, and there are also flecks of dark blue ink on the light blue of the centre oval. 

Stamp No. 42: There are two dots in the frame below the letter •p• of 'PY AT,' and there is a further 
dot in the leg of the letter 'YA' of the same word. · 

The flaws on stamps Nos. 33, 36, 40 and 42 are constant on four examples seen in positional blocks 
or sheets, whilst the flaws on Stamp No. 19 are presumed to be constant although only one copy has been 
seen so far. The stamps actually illustrated in the centre pages were used on a registered cover from 
Moscow (28/7/22) to London (arrived 4/8/22). In all ·there was an almost complete sheet (actually 46 
stamps) comprising the top half of 25 stamps, and 21 of the lower half, together with another 18 stamps 
of the same value (the lower three rows of a sheet of the same printing) back to back. So, altogether, 
67 stamps each of 5 Roubles were used for this franking. Just what particular printing of the 1918-1922 
period the sheets bearing these flaws belong to is not yet known, and it would be of great value to hear 
from readers who find they too have examples of these newly detected flaws. 

SCARCE CENSOR COVERS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
Dr. A. H. Wortman 

The subject of censoring opens up a vast field of postal history interest and it is surprising that 
no-one has followed up John Barry's fine pioneer article in B.J.R.P. No. 20 (May 1956). He dealt mainly 
with prisoners-of-war covers addressed to the Swedish Red Cross Society, but there were War Censors 
all over Russian territory, even where there were no prisoners of war. 

The first published account of Russian censorship in the First World War also dealt with prisoner
of-war material and was given by a Mr. Carter (I believe that was the name) in a typescript monograph 
issued about 1926 with many sheets of illustrations of markings of all kinds to be found on prisoner-of
war mail including not only censor marks but postmarks, regimental cachets and so on. Among them 
were more than a hundred different censor cachets from European Russia, Russian Turkestan and Siberia, 
but there was not a single one from Transcaucasia, which is understandable as there were no prisoner-of
war camps there. 
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The present writer covered a wider field, which included commercial correspondence in an article 
which appeared in 'The Philatelist' (Vol. 6, Nos. 4 and 5. Jan. and Feb. 1940). Much more material 
has come along since then and it is now possible to say which marks are rare, some being known only 
in single examples. We propose to describe some of the scarcer or more interesting markings, beginning 
with the Transcaucasian region. 

It will be as well, first of all, to make clear some basic facts about Russian censorship in general, 
at this time. 

I. The censoring of mail was a postal duty and took place in a post office, except in a very few 
instances in the early days when a military cachet was applied. This is proved by the actual wording of 
somemarks,e.g. RIZHSKOI POCHTOVII \!OENII TSENZOR (Riga Postal War Censor) and CHITA 
POST-TELEGRAPH OFFICE-WAR CENSOR. 

2. Internal mail was not censored, but mail coming into Russia from abroad, or going out of 
Russia, or passing through in transit, and destined for neutral, allied or enemy countries (to or from prison
ers of war in this case) was subject to censorship. The particular post office where the censoring was done 
was normally the General Post Office of the chief town of the Province, District, or Region from which 
the correspondence originated. In the case of mail coming into the country it was usually done at the 
nearest Censorship Headquarters to the point of entry, sometimes even at the frontier town. In many 
cases mail passing through Moscow or Petrograd was censored there, sometimes even when censoring 
had already been done, and a cachet applied, in the town of origin. 

3. Censoring commenced immediately on the outbreak of war, and early censor marks were 
hurriedly devised. It did not cease immediately after the Kerensky Revolution in March 1917, or even 
after the Bolshevik Revolution of October 1917, but uncensored mail begins to appear in 1918. How
ever, censoring went on in 1919 in the Far Ea:;t. In many places, however, the words 'War Censor' were 
changed to 'War Controller' in 1917 and 1918. 

4. Outward mail posted on board ships of the Volunteer Fleet in the Far East escaped censorship. 
Censoring of mail from Naval personnel was of course done on board warships and a handstamp applied 
e.g. PROSMOTRIEVO SUDOVOI TSENZUROI ('Examined by Ship's Censor'). (Our collector readers 
-though perhaps not our dealer friends!-may like to note these are quite rare). 

TRANSCAUCASIAN CENSORSHIP 
Censor cachets have been found so far from Tiflis, Batum, Erivan, Dzhulfa, Baku, Kars, and Ordu

bat. 
TIFLIS. 

This city was, of course, the centre of the region, and censoring was done here up to 1915, but mail 
in transit through Tiflis was later censored in Petrograd. The earliest mark I have (see Fig. l in the centre 
pages) is on the reverse of a cover to London, with Tiflis datestamp 24/11/14. It read~ --opened by War 
Censor" with the censor's initials "L. Ch." in the oval. A cover in Mr. Ashford's collection from Tiflis 
to London, cancelled by a Tiflis 5 'a' datestamp of 30/1/15 is censored in violet, bearing a cachet, within a 
rectangular frame also reading "Opened by War Censor" (in Russian), but with the initials 'S. K·· in a 
-;mall circle. Another censor mark was shown in the illustrations to John Barry"s article (No. 28 on page 
607) reading in two lines "Opened by War Censor. Kuk. War Censor No. 12." The "Kuk" meaning 
-Caucasian.' I have this struck in violet on a cover from Kutais 6/12/15 to the International Red Cross 
Committee, Geneva, with Censor's No. 55. A similar mark, but without the "Kuk" (see Fig. 2) appears 
on covers originating from Tabriz. I have three covers which were posted in the Russian Consular Post 
Office there, all of them addressed to Allied countries, two to Paris, and one to London. One with dated 
postmark 10/4/15, has this censoi mark, b:.tt the other two, dated 19/4/16 a!ld 14/6/17 respectively. were 
censored in Petrograd. 

In spite of the absence of any Tiflis transit mark, there is no doubt that Fig. 2 is definitely a Tiflis 
mark, because, pencilled on the front of the cover in Russian script is "Tiflis, to the Censor·s." Another 
cover, dated a week later, addressed to Switzerland and franked with Persian stamps cancelled with the 
ordinary TAURIS Persian date-stamp, also has this endorsement in the same handwriting. and it has the 
same Tiflis censor mark: so it seems that even entirely Persian mail passing through Russia was endorsed 
for censoring at Titlis. presumably at the Russian Consular P.O .. which must ha,·e handled all mail for 
Russia. or \'ia Russia. The three covers from the Russi:m Consular P.O. and also the Persian co,er, were 
all regi~tered. 
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BATUM 
An early censor marking (see Fig. 3) is struck in crimson on a cover bearing a 10k. Romanov with 

cancellation ALEKSANDROVSKOE BATUM 28/8/14, script letter 'b.' As may be seen there is the 
usual "Opened by War Censor" in a single line and also "War Censor in Batum" in a circle surrounding 
the Imperial Arms. This cover is addressed to a Mrs. Howard in England. Another cover addressed 
to Mrs. Howard's daughter, with postmark BATUM 28/10/14 script letter 'v,' has a different form of this 
Censor Mark. It reads "War Censor in the town of Batum, N.M." surrounding a slightly sm':lller version 
of the Imperial arms in a circle of the same size as the preceding one, this mark being struck in carmine. 

ERIVAN 

The only censored item I have is a 3k. small arms type postcard with additional lk. Romanov,. 
cancelled ECHMIADZIN ERIV. 2/3/15, script letter 'v,' and addressed to Paris. It bears two strikes in 
violet, one reading "War Censor Strielbitski" and the other "Examined by Erivan War Censor" (Fig. 4). 
A cover and a postcard addressed to U.S.A. in the summer of 1920 from Erivan and with rouble surcharges 
and HH monogram overprint (see "Postage Stamps of Armenia," Part III, S. D. Tchilinghirianand P. T. 
Ashford) have no censor marking. 

DZHULFA 

The only mark I have from this frontier town on the Persian border is on a postcard from Tabriz 
(or Tauris as the Persians call it) addressed to Paris, franked by a Persian 5 eh. stamp and cancelled at 
Tauris in Nov. 1916. It is neatly struck in violet (see Fig. 5). The postcard was also censored at Petro
grad. 

BAKU 
Censor marks of this city are more common than the others we have described. The earliest known 

to me has the letters "D. Ts. I. M." inside a square which has a thick outer line and a thin inner one (see 
Fig. 6), 'I. M.' being the censor's initials. This appears on a cover from Baku to London 20/10/14 and 
on a postcard from Baku Railway Station to London 6/10/15. Another postcard from Baku to London 
10/7/15 has the censor's initials "D. I." Mr. Ashford also has this on cover from Moscow to Teheran, 
the letter evidently having been censored en route, at Baku. It is curious, by the way, that in these cases, 
as in Fig. 1 and in the Batum censor mark not illustrated, only two initials are given to identify the censor, 
as all Russian names are of the 'Nikolai I vanovich Piotrkov' type, reading three initials. A run through my 
censor covers reveals many instances where their initials are given, and in only one other case are there just 
two initials (in Tsaritsin). A possible explanation is that these two initials represent names that are Cau
casian rather than Russian. If this is so, and it is only a guess so far, it might provide a clue to the place 
of origin of some otherwise unidentifiable censor markings. 

In 1916 this last censor mark is still square but now has three lines reading "D.TS. BAKU No. 40" 
(see Fig. 29 in John Barry's article previously quoted). I have this on a Persian postcard to Petrovsk, 
Daghestan, with Baku-Enzeli Parakhod cancellation (script letter 'b') 21/1/16, going actually in the direct
ion Enzeli to Baku, and censored there. Mr. P. T. Ashford has a cover Baku to London (regd.) cancelled 
Baku 'p' of the very late date 7/12/17, which bears a similar censor mark. I have not seen any number 
other than "40" in this type of censor marking. 

KARS 
This town, which became Russian after the Russo-Turkish War of 1877/8 at the same time as Arda

han and Ba tum, was still in Russian hands in 1917. The rectangular censor mark (see Fig. 7) which reads 
KA VKAZS. VOEN. OKR. VSKRITO VOEN. TSENZOR No. 277 (Caucasian War Region. Opened 
by Censor No. 277) is struck in violet on a return postcard to a Russian prisoner of war in Germany. The 
Kars datestamp is 20/10/17, script letter 'a,' and there is also the handstamp of the 13th Caucasian Rifle 
Regiment, 4th Battalion, in violet with the arms of the double-headed eagle in the centre, minus crowns, 
sceptre and orb. The Bolshevik Revolution had commenced and four months later the Treaty of Brest
Litovsk gave back Batum, Ardahan and Kars to Turkey. Owing to local resistance, Turkish troops 
did not enter the town until 25th April 1918. I have no doubt that this postcard was censored at Kars. 
The Russian G.H.Q. was actually at Erzerum and I do not know if any censoring was done there, but Kars 
was further along the road towards Russia. 
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ORDUBAT 

This town is also on the Persian frontier, 25 miles or so to the east of Dzhulfa. Four covers have 
been seen, not in transit like the Persian postcard censored in Dzhulfa, but originating in Ordubat. They 
are all addressed to London and have all been censored in Petrograd, but one of them has another mark
ing (see Fig. 8). It is struck in violet, reads "P. No. 139" and looks like a censor mark. The "P" is unusu
ual in censor markings but the well-known small rectangular-framed censor cachet of Irkutsk used in 
1915/6 has a word beginning with "P" to describe the censoring official. It is abbreviated to "PRY" 
which is probably PRA VITEL or "administrator,' and it is likely that the •p· on the Ordubat cover stands 
for the same word, indicating the censorship administration. However, No. 139 seems a high number 
for a censor in this out-of-the-way town, and it is just possible that it refers to some superior Censorship 
Official in Petrograd. If this is so, one would expect to meet it on other covers, but it is the only example 
seen out of many hundreds of covers over the years. Has anyone any other explanation? 

The cover on which it occurs is franked with a lOk. blue small arms type stuck over the cover flap 
and cancelled ORDUBAT ERIV. 'a' 8/8/16, and was sealed in the Petrograd Censor's Office with a 
printed Petrograd War Censor label tied to the cover with two strikes of the large rectangular framed Petro
grad censor cachet in violet-grey. The Censor was No. 1001. There is a number 36 in a square on the 
obverse of the cover in a slightly more violet shade than the large cachet, and on the reverse near the stamp 
is the "P. No. 139" in a brighter violet shade. 

Readers are invited to contribute details of any other Caucasian marks. Part II, relating to Turkes
tan, will follow in the next Journal. 

MODERN SOVIET PERFORATION VARIETIES 
• .A. S. Waugh · 

Several decades of modem Soviet stamp issues have produced a considerable quantity of adhes
ives partially imperforate for which there appears to be no comprehensive listing. It is now proposed to 
rectify this omission with the help of the Journal, and members of B.S.R.P. are invited to register such 
items in their possession not already catalogued or otherwise recorded. In doing so, it would b:: helpful 
to state whether items are mint, C.T.O. or used on cover, or u5ed, as the case may be. It is realised that 
we are unlikely to achieve completeness and, after this initial main listing, addenda will be published 
from time to time, thus including varieties found from new issues, and 'finds· that are reported . It is 
proposed to omit the almost 'classic' 1937/8 Polar Flight varieties, and it is intended to concentrate more 
on the less expensive material issued since 1935 including both 'Perf. x lmperf.' and' lmperf. Between' 
stamps. 

The standard catalogues vary in their recording of Im perforate varieties, most useful being the 1956 
French Soviet Catalogue listing some 80 specimens. The journal "Le Timbre Sorietique" has recorded 
another twenty or so items, and Maison Rorneko a few more in their price lists. To stimulate interest, 
the writer is illustrating (in Plates I and II, to be found in the centre pages) and listing some stamps which 
do not appear to have been recorded elsewhere. 

PLATE I (see centre pages) Illustration No. 

1936 Pioneers 
lk. Irnperf. RIGHT x Perf. 11. CTO. 
5k. lrnperf. BASE x Perf. 14. CTO. 
10k. lmperf. LEFT x Perf. 14. CTO. 
1937 Dzerzhinsky 
10k. Imperf. RIGHT x Perf. 12½ CTO. 
1940 Perekop 
50k. lmperf. TOP x Perf. 12½. CTO 
1942/3 War Series. 
45k. Sewing Uniforms. Imperf. LEFT x Perf. 

I 
2 
3 

4 

5 

12½ CTO. 
30k. "Zoya.'' 

CTO. 

6 
lmperf. RIGHT x Perf. 12½ 

7 

lllustration No 

30k. "Shura:· lmperf. RIGHT x Perf. 121. 
CTO. 8 

1944 Chapygin 
30k. lmperf. BASE x Perf. 12½. CTO. 9 
1945 Lenin. 
50k. lmperf. BASE x Perf. 121. MINT 10 
1946 Stalingrad 
3R. lmperf. BASE x Perf. 12! CTO. II 
1946 Artillery Day. 
30k. lmperf. RIGHT x Perf. 12½. MINT. 12 
1946 Elections. 
60k. Imperf. LEFT x Perf. 12½. MINT. 13 
60k. Vertical pair IMPERF. between, and 

TOP Imperf. CTO. 14 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 32 Page 21 



lllustration No. 
1947 Zhukovsky. 
60k. Imperf. at RIGHT x Perf. 12!. MINT 15 
1951 Vatnetsov. 
40k. Vertical Pair, IMPERF. BETWEEN. 

cro. 16 
1952 Sports. 
40k. lmperf. BASE x Perf. 12½. MINT. 17 
1957 40th Anniversary. 
40k. Horiz. Pair IMPERF. BETWEEN. MINT. 

18 
1958 Lenin. 
60k. Imperf. TOP x Perf. 12!. MINT. 19 
1962 Lenin (embossed) 
10k. Horiz. Pair IMPERF. BETWEEN. CTO. 

20 
1937 Series of Air Stamps. 
20k. Imperf. LEFf x Perf. 12½. CTO. 21 
1945/6 Series of Air Stamps (Air Force). 
lR. Grey, lmperf. BASE x Perf. 12½. CTO. 22 
20k. lmperf. MINT. 23 

PLATE II (see centre pages) 
1937 Dzerzhinsky. 
IOk. Imperf. BASE. CTO. 24 
20k. Imperf. RIGHT cro. 25 
1938 Soviet Army Anniversary 
50k. Imperf. RIGHT. CTO. 26 
1947 Standard Issue; Offset-Litho. 
30k. Airman (a) Imperf. LEFf. MINT. 27 

(b) lmperf. RIGHT. MINT. 28 
(c) lmperf. BASE. MINT. 29 
(d) lmperf. TOP. MINT. 30 

1940 Re-Union Issue. 
60k. Imperf. RIGHT. CTO. 31 

A POSTAGE STAMP ARTIST 

Illustration No. 
1941 Soviet Army Issue. 
5k. Imperf. RIGHT. cro. 32 
1945 Patriotic War Series. 
IR. Imperf. BASE. MINT. 33 
1946 Moscow Views Issue. 
lR. Imperf. TOP. CTO. 34 
1941 Zhukovsky. 
15k. Imperf. TOP. cro. 35 
1945 A. S. Popov. 
30k. Imperf. TOP. MINT. 36 
75 Years Anniv. of Lenin. 
3R. Imperf. BASE. MINT 37 
1949 Chapeyav 
40k. Imperf. TOP. MINT. 38 
1954 Chakalov 

"lR. lmperf. BASE. MINT. 39 
1946 Health Resorts. 
45k. Imperf. RIGHT. MINT. 40 
1947 Karpinsky. 
30k. Imperf. BASE. MINT. 41 
1948 Sports Series. 
15k. lmperf. LEFf. MINT. 42 
1959 Visit to U.S.A. 
60k. Imperf. BASE. MINT. 43 
1958 Soviet Republics Issue. 
40k. Lithuania; View of Vilna.lmperf. TOP. 

CTO. . 44 
Aluminium Foil Stamp 
I R. Horiz. joined pair, Imperf. LEFf. MINT. 45 

(In addition there is the perforation variety 
on this same stamp-a horizontal pair of which a 
row of vertical perforations in the centre gutter 
are missing-which was illustrated in Journal 
No. 31 and described in that issue on page 22). 

A Russian Press Article written by L. Anismov and published in 1960. 
(We are pleased to reprint this article, which has been translated for us through the good offices 

of Allan Waugh, since so little is known about present day Russian stamp designers. The original article 
is reproduced, with a photograph of V. V. Zavialov, in the centre pages. Precise translation is somewhat 
difficult, since Russian journalists appear to enjoy the use of a great many more expansive adjectives than 
we are in the habit of doing in this country!). 

A small postage stamp . . . . for an instant it gleams in one's hand, with a bright picture of the 
engraver's art .... then it flies to the addressee on a letter! 

In fact, it has brought us into the Head Post Office of the Ministry of Communications of the 
U.S.S.R. We are preparing for a great event and the Head of the Department, 0. K. Makarov, reports 
on the replacement of the current stamps by new ones next year. It is necessary because of the intro
duction of new currency, and thus the denominations of stamps will have to be changed. 

On the official's desk are several pictorial sketches, and specimens of the new series of stamps. 
For the ordinary letter (four kopeks) there is a picture of the Soviet emblem; on the six kopek is imprinted 
the Towers of the Moscow Kremlin in the rays of the sun. In addition to these, there is a three kopek 
design, and the highest value, the I 6 kopek denomination. 

Page 22 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 32 



AZERBAII_AN - ruE BASIC STAMPS 
2ND MV:3~AWAT /~SUE · TRANSFER., SUB:T£CTS 

TH&· 
OF'TUll 
"1.9U 
OF TI#/£ 
1$ lfOT .,.,,,,,., 
H11fl1J$1f~ 

/Ok. 

.N Ill ~~J f{ti 
~1> ,,,,J,,;)E ' F 

lD . . :B C 

F 

.B c. 

1> E F 

(fENUINE AND FOR.GERI£$ OF MUSSAWAT ISSU€$ 
201<. 1/,0ll., • 60R.- · I {l . 

IW~ ~ ~ F d:-. <~:F 

F 



'USED AB'R.OAD' CHRONICLE - V. 



'USED ABROAD' Cl-lRONJCL£ - V 

~~ 1).,0.£ :ill,, neKHH!, 

19f,oo 0 
- ~ 

* t:'14 10J 

FI~ 102 F' ,e, IO't 

-~~iii 
. ,··~· .. ~ 

10 ; 22121 
.-::z•·• 

OK • l"IG •OS 
Fl<i \O(, FIG 107 



POSTCAR..DS FR.OM POLAND UNDER. GER.MAN OCCUPATION 

• • o~~s'T~ • § 1111" ~ ~ ,. . .. ~ . ~ .. 
.. 'C' . .c. .. ,. ••' Fl<:,. l Flq. II-

Fl(r.J 
Fit!(. 2.. 

® @ 
Flt:.,.5 

Fl(j.6 nr:,.1 

T/./R.££ ITEMS FR.OM TJ.1£ POLISJ.I AND AR.MlfS .STUDY GR.OUP 

FUj.2 

A PJ./0TOq:R..AVUR..£ VAR..IETY 
t9lJ-I 1NDU$T,P..JAL., .SERJE.S ; SOK . VALUE 1)EPICnNq A<:,RJCUL...TUR.J: 
~ (rAATICUJ-F V£R.TllAL. {MoRMAt.) ~ C,RATICUI..£ #OR..IZ.. (VAR.l~TY) 



OUTSTANDING COVERS 
(cot..L.£C.TION • JOIIN BA1t.1ty) 

NO.I. EAIWE.ST lt£CO#t.D~D CANCELLATION OF nlE TP.ANSCAUCAl.lAN P.AtLWAj 
POSTA-L WA((ON J>f>Tt-~LIS R.AIL.WAJ l88~ 

r·- · ;_.~_'l,:,k-::~"':'.'.:, ,:-, ·u- . r_-_~_7' --· ,, / / -· .. t ' , ~~~~; -~ 

l0
:-." <« --· -~~-~: -~.;~-d~ .. n13· ~ _.;_, -~~ -: 

-~·;.... ;-t-~\ ,~·--~--··- ,._. ,~'-!}:.: ,· ·· .;;t.,c ... ;._, ;, .. · 1 
• • - -t!',. . : ~ ~;,/~ . ~ ,~ .. ~:> ~ • _. • A • ~ • ~4 • , : • • .--:c:::--... • J 
:;,\, .. ·;•: . . ·, ··~· , .. ·'··- ·· . , .,...... w'A~~~ ~- --1 
;:-: ::· '}:)r- , · · .·· x»<.r · . -~rt 1 

:_ :· ;-:;-:· ~:·:.~,:'F:.:· . '' .,~-!;~(:_ ... : . . _:::•'~ . 
. :··.· ~~-:.-:·r -·- -h ·--u .. , . ~-~ , 
~~ , '.dtf~_:· /I, -~, -- -~-~ -~ ·. . ~--- A 

{{~~:_.~,-- ,. ~ ••• i ::✓ •• .:_ : • -- • •• • • • ~--~i:} 
NO. :Z,. POSr~L SiATION£R.'j CAR!) . &IIOWIN~ OVAi.., R..Atl.WA-Y 7>0STAL.. 
W44-0N CANCEUA TION 'K(JANCIIENTSZ.Y ,,, 11..JIATU,IN'.6. 1..6.12.. . 

.. -~ · . . '.: 7._ 



_ou_rs_TJ_AN_D_t N_G _1 n_rM_s_NO_., (COUSCTION • o.r.,c,.G£R.) 

OFFICIALl>OC.(KltfNT ON ISSUES OF (i£0R.(ilAN SOVIET UPUBLIC OF 19:U.. 



• -~. - . .;·-re . 
~ ' . ~ 

--.~ . . 
e - . 

. . 

i. v. ~ ., .. X 
- \ '.."' . -. -' . :, , 

• I yr,r: 
•. . ,. 
;- . -, .· . .. ·. u ' ..... 

.. )_ ... ·.:~ ·•-.-:.' •, 
~-· . e~ .-

1 
I 
..... 





SCARCE CfNSOR COVERS OF TI-If FIRST WORLD WAQ 

BCKPLI!O / ~ 
1

•
110

" l TI. lf. \ 
~Hlypo~ •.~ 

Flq. 1. 

Be~p1,i10 Boemton UeHaypoH 
Boe~ u.ena4'j~~:;t 

Flq. 2.. . 

Fl(r.3 - SE£ 

Ti4E COVER. AT 

TUE J!>oT'rOM OF 

Jiff; 1'A(jE 

BoeHH bJH L(eH3op1:, 

CTP1:>nb6UUKIH 
JipoeMort,i.Ho 3t,usaHeKoft 

aoeHHoA ~e~3ypoH 

JJ.. u.. 
,OJKYJib4>A 

!~ 
~ 

FI<:,. 6 

Fte,. 1./.-

!-~-
... ,:~-
' -.-

~~<i;a/« . . . 

LJ..~ . . . 
.,"C!c1m,m ~- rr~n nr~:~J__e 

. 

(~ ✓-£ 
-R~ 



MODE.RJ.I SOVIET PER.FOR.A TJON VAR.lfTl£S PLATE I 



MODER.N ASOVIET PERFORATION VARIETl£S 

• ,l ... • ,If 



A POSTA6-£ STAMP ARTIST 

fil~s XY~O)KHHK Il01ITOBOH MAPKH ;~:t{#z7.=: 
..-r-oa-• r-• ,_. ac:•rcne,·. - ro.op■t 
ttA& c a<WION • aapec.ny P..•) eaQOlk'T ~npoc • a.u.1-.lc•o• &c11.,• ■ 8.Au.,~••" pu•pWUC't 8.;1c•11•A 8.utuM•"· - Tiycu, •.;1• 

0.. ■ AptlH•• •• , 9 r.ia■■Of UpAalllf'ltH' . i, ... ..c,pa IMl'"IIW capo, r.o.,~mo• •. ,..e.o,. - ■ .... Olltl.10 w.a u•1n,a C'v.11.-, •.Sllll■<TMC'lh l)'• 

::!.~fT,aa•••• _Ma ■acHf'(tN ~1:~~~.~o~~,_"':;:.;::_;,/ ~~;~~ ~t!:~;~.!!w .;:a!':,:::r::•:: :::";:~• 1 ~~~ ... ~-=:~OIO ,:::: 
- Mw l"O~ ctluc • .c., ... ,,, o no1u1 WMM ••ni.,co.a• . .aopora• •• Cc- cu.,C"wpoa. apTuooe .• 

OoaalOIIJ co6wft10, - raa»., ••• nl06onw,_ •nopM• r ••a1c-ft acp,n,11 oo.110C. u n,-11y . a •oc•o<. ,'\a.100 p.no.1uc■ •po,i.1H~•-

:~~:_• J:l:~ ~ -6y~!~ :::,~~.:::c"!~~•~~! 0c'clP ':~ :~1!:~~;,~~!.~°,..~•~~~~":11~•~0~=- ~:;w11.9_n:f: • .!~!';-~:,n .. , •=~•~ 
::..-::.:~· C~~•::,.c =p~C'~n•;,- ~;;-SA1r~~"~!.111coo.~":•c~

1=• Pt •..iBnT )'11.C fpti~an. •• ,., Jaf't M ~:'.~ ~::>:;,~~G •• -:::o•a,,~~/•ol•I: 
atf .... JOW.l&<li 90 ... (IOU c:1p.a11a,. t.~ ., >tr ..... , .... •P•YID M"IGnll(li ... •Ktll0 6o,"K"e copo-.. ,. .. . , .11110■0• 

tw C:NM y ...... .111 ....... , .. ,a•.~ - (lp(lllOl.11\Cli D~lloOp,N'tll .... t .. pr· anti ,IMC:I l)".J,0• ■ 11• :u ..... ,o• - ♦11 :ui1t.1nc:1o•I 
•■• ■K-tOJ11i•o ap.atO'tllW.& Xint •OIM)llltf" .1M >1,.. topn11oaa ■t1I . H U1111 •1 c-.a»H.'MII COM1C:11'.0I Map .ft . AflHCHIIIOBA. 

.:, ~~s!:~o~:•o:.:=::•_ 9!!':'~- ~;=~~_,:o;,:::.;. ~~:/:::':~.':,~ :;_~~::: ::1~~U•\J·';.!!~•~; .!~ ~~ .::::-::;..._ -~ 

... IIOMe'I••· ( ptl()M ■O ■ COM"TtOIO ... NJ Mi rt 01 ■ .a» ■ rs:a,. C •UM n :a. -.1.>6+,, 10'tl1tt lllllf'<T• ·••.1WD _...,._. _...., 
N ,-.pe.a. II.a aM'Clll•OM't"llloJ ~p 11ftw11CUl'M . . ., .. 4.akWll" w,pac:r.. Xyao•11•• iMI · .. ,. N. c...-.. 
•• &dpaae.. Cn.acc-.a• 6aanu1 l:I ""' •\It 11J P11•:a cow1t111M1 l'IO"I · C.Uuu •-1J ana:; 11 c:epltf'ft •CoMt• M,.,.,.,. • _., . .,.u c:0.111,u. A,a.11imc 10•11•0• ·6 .1aro,i.ap.1 .u, -.i •up11 r. c""" ~;,e n Tuu O.:.:l) ■111a . -~ 
Tf'll.,,,,tt'll ■ .a,e • • C:Udill ,1opora111 . - noc••u.&f'llll)G 11u,.111111 : •('I· IP 'IIIIUIIO ■M(.,ffi a.11nr. •~4>1111 ftO 
..CtU.lM.aTlll ■OftC't'I■>• . JIIC:I•~ 3.no•OP4' ~1) :H . • .,, .. ,-.... K(M)'CCT ■Y C,a.,c,a . llan1 .uift 8-a· 

3c .... .., •~ ttJ)1111 ■wao.,H ... M"tou .,11 ■anr"" "' " ru.&r ...... ., c ci,.,~••" ••6~ :,,.aJt-t c:~pa• p,u 
c: 6o.1•••• aacnpc:1.0•. Hto •• •• rv,•.J~• • rap .. o.a ., • .J111 )C'IOl .'"->11. aoj11u1tC1i npe.3.,.,.,.o1 k · 
u,op? Ta-.oA 6o.nwoft 0, ... ,1111 UI0,1■1 llOCIII II aW;)Ulffe .11i11oc,■ ■ M6p,a • 

- O ...... , .. ea••--· • ■I" ftoet'".JY •<•)·«no C~t<••-' .,. ~tllltll 

~'~ ,:,:~ :.'~:n ~! 101;;;;/:~o npo .1.·111101 ....... •11t- 11w~. 
1:;,:;.11!:~: !!:;~::r;,"~ 

.., .,.. ,.,, ..... ,. ■,oNr:t"P•• .lf"lllOIICJP•P)r•wf" .... C1f"ll.1C pJ6o- .... P•Cy111,., •. T;)t6poUUt■ Cl,IAII· 
,.,._ •. , ta.:ian.1•..,... 11.JOa••• rw Baci11 .1a11 B.a<-11 .1•••••• JoH1i■ .,c,. rpa,n1oft er,1r.,n . 
a. 8 . 3,u.,a.,oe, M~n ~11o- ••· 3.Jtc• ,ro u '"110.nnw111 Cf'P•• Owco•~ wac:tf'?("tto •raoa•••.i 
.. TI,(■ ■ C pa6oT••· JP)'nl .,.. 0 PJCC••· o .. c.a1e .uu . C OICf"'i •t- •r pu npM1tOCll .lO <AUY CONft: 1Clt9' 
aoa•••c• - P. • · HCn•ONi. M. H. Ha■o ..,._, .. ••p1111 •>•0•111uc.a o6 . no•nOMIA up•~- th•c:.o.n.■o rro pa• 
Ay6ec.,.•. 0.1■ w1u!..-11t .. upn. Hrpw ,m~IGo-t ,·aoc:t«NO ope111■1 ll~ •~A.•· n,-:.a: f~='tf■~~V:,"~':!«l M~' .. :, ~:-=~••.i .. ~r:"i: )1t:c- 110 acrn uJ,:,:~~a~°."':;~~~,.:Y-:::;;::,.a:e 
~-■ <rao.■o"Taa■•• • 1,M •M1• It ■uca• noc: • . , ,. •.ai: .l.,, ,,unc :ii:> D. O 1-.a ■ .,a .,n•y no•o•a,nT CW011• 

:=.-p:.:.':.~nr::',.,:~ ~';::: ~~~•11
111.::.p:~ .. -;w"a p;~-:::: ,!:,::~. i ~•~-~:1,.~':':~~•;1~,, 1A.~::.1•~"':~,c~·:-.,' 

.......-a1 ttC" ■oA1111nt1e«■ . cwa:ttn.io opNntN.1 ., .... .,n 1J,••1. Ii "' •-' "'''l'WI rf" ., '-"'4'' 1~·1 ( ••1""· ■ .,aJu'"" · 

::'°:.,.~· :,~-=~~':; ~•:~-:::.,w~~ •~;~.1~•~:.~!~:;•~:a~ I ~.::;,,"~•~~~~n':::"";~~)":!:'~':: 
.... .. ..... aon«•lott" IIO.lOtH~ • :.rr•1 .. 0t•ac-p10■ )I K .1,t .... .vpo■Ullli"tl 

ffo no ... IIOt' N.AJUn.. .-,e k)'IO. npo:apa'l .. )IO ... up. .... -flOpr• Ofc:'l_ OliiCHl'llll .1 -~""'"' J.J201'W'<tkll 

'..=o u.::ac 9:~~=-- -.,:~ ~=-.~::.:~· !~.~ ~~o•~:~: :~~..,o~:iao=tt~':::= !;~;.;'~1;. 
«,-. •~.-r-- M■pOIIOII r,Af)'· tl Map•c- . ""'" • MC<WOklllftl ■MC11lT)'Tt ■ 111• 

SPECIAL l93JJ., CON(j-R.£SS CA-NCE'LLATION 

., ,· 

~ 
) .. 

\ : 

\._ .. £ . 0 .•.-·- ·· . ~ . . . ~ . 

' .. ·.~:_'7~O·cKo~ .... , ,. . 1· • · ... :f ::-·.:: :·'.; - ~ \) .. .. "~.,i;--.:.:. ~(',,_ ~. . ... ,: •. · · --·,. · :. ,vC-Kt\:- · .. . , 
, . .-~~. ·. -..! : .. ,./<:~ :~ r ~--~: < .. "~ -~-·-:::.-,: 

(t:; 



The sketches for the new series have been carried out with great skill. Who is the artist? One 
could say so much about our artists and their work says Comrade Makarov. These designs for the new 
series were prepared by the talented artist V. V. Zavialov and here you ca:1 also acquaint yourself with 
the work of other designers such as R. F. Zhitkov, and I. I. Dubassov. Our conversation was continued 
by looking at frames coloured by the artists' proofs, each specimen being about 2-5 centimetres square. 
The elegant miniatures pleased us with their originality of design, the freshness of their colours, and more 
important, their life, in which the light of day found echo. 

But who would have thought that the modest postage stamp, with the portrait of the Scots Poet 
R. Burns (from the series, Men of World Culture) would have provoked a question in the English Par
liament? The Postmaster-General was asked why a Soviet and not an English stamp had m?.rked the 
Anniversary of the great Poet. The story of a stamp, engraved to mark the victory of the b1sketb1l1 
team of the U.S.S.R. at the international contest in Chile in 1959 is interesting. It was quickly distributed 
to many countries. Even those in charge of the contests hurried to obtain copies . . . . the same ones 
who, as we know, did not acknowledge the victory of the Soviet players bxa•1se of their refusal to play 
the Chiang Kai-Shek team. In a letter from Rome, Soviet stamp collectors were tha'lked for a stamp 
dedicated to Elinore Druse, but at the same time were asked to print other stamps of Goldoni, and Gari
baldi; thus the craft of Soviet artists finds equal merit everywhere. 

The work of Vassili Vassilivitch Zavialov shown in the frames attracts special attention. Here 
is his magnificent series of Russian writers. Not long ago this artist's stamps for the Olym;,ic Games 
came out, but while the Games are still on in Rome it is hard to find on~ of these stamps in all Mo:;cow. 

The little stamp leads us to the workroom of the artist and here his wonderfully original gift is 
evident. We have noted in Zavialov's apartment engravings, essays, lithographs, water-colours, and other 
picturesque canvasses, portraits and landscapes, all by the ?.rtist. However, all his skill is first and fore
most devoted to the postage stamp. 

Vassili Vassilivitch open5 a large alb:im, in it a!>out 50:l specimens. It is ac; if we are on a thrilling 
journey along our Five Year Plan, the path to the North Pole, to the Moon, into the Cosmos., and we 
meet schoolboys, students, pilots, workers, and poets. Artist Zavialov has kept for 35 years this vivid 
bright story of our times, for he is one of the creators of the Soviet postage stamp. On his work table 
lies batteries of colour, and a magnifying glass with which to fill in the tiny detailed strokes, with greater 
precision. The artist is working on a new series: 'The Soviet Ballet.' The theme h:i-. been well thought 
out, many books and monographs on the art of the ballet have been studied. Zavialov first dashes off 
a row of sketches, attaining already great lucidity and expression. So from day to day the untiring, pains
taking, creative genius of illustration completes his work to a fine degree. 

The craftsmanship of the artist has brought fame to the Soviet postage stamp. Several of his 
works have won prizes at International Exhibitions and Competitions. V. V. Zavialov is helped in his 
difficult art by his sons. The elder, Alexander, has already become an independent artist. The younger, 
has been preparing many interesting drawings for envelopes, side by side with stamps. Their gifted father, 
having finished art school, the sons also have received high education in art at the Surikov Imtitute in 
Moscow. "I longed to pass on to the children, both my experience and love of art" says Zavialov, "I 
would like my family to be a 'dynasty' of postage stamp artists in the sam'.! way as we have dynasties of 
weavers, steel workers, actors, and so on." 

The work of the graphic miniature artist V. Zavialov has been distributed afar. We do not know 
the precise circulation of his stamps, but his life long friends can be found all over the world. 

A SPECIAL 1934 CONGRESS CANCELLATION 
A. S. Waugh 

The year 1932 was the o:::casion for a number of Arctic and Stratosphere explorations, due to it 
being desifn1t-::d "The Second International Polar Year," a forerunner of the recent International Geo
physical Year. Russia was one of many nations involved, and special postage stamps were issued, the 
so called 'Franz-Joseph Land Flight' issue. On 30th September, 1933 the Soviet Balloon "U.S.S.R." 
reached a record height of 19,000 m::tres, and this feat was also honoured by the three well-known stamps. 

January 1934 saw the opening of the 17th Congress of the Communist Party in Moscow, and recent 
exploits in science and technology, following the successes of the First Five Year Plan, were commemor
ated by the issue of special souvenir cards for the 1,961 delegates. A special double circle Congress Post
mark was used, 31 mm. in diameter, and this cancelled the 1933 Stratosphere stamps which were placed 
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on the souvenir cards. The card illustrated in the centre pages is reproduced in actual size, and it would 
be interesting to learn more about these philatelic souvenirs from members should they have information 
in their possession. 

OBITUARY 

It is with profound regret that we must record the deaths of two senior members of the Society, 
Mr. Harold Raindle and Mr. J. 0. Critchlow, and to the relatives of each of these friends, we extend our 
heartfelt sympathy. Both were cheerful members, ever ready to help and encourage and will be much 
missed. 

HAROLD C. RAINDLE 
It was a severe shock to learn that our Honorary Librarian, Harold Raindle, passed away on 6th 

January, 1963. Our Librarian since 1956, Harold had been unable to attend many London meetings 
just recently owing to domestic circumstances, but had nevertheless done much valuable work in storing 
and ccillating the Society's Library, and helping members in the loan of books and periodicals. Interested 
in Armies, Poland, and more generally in Soviet issues, Mr. Raindle was also keen on the stamps of the 
Orange Free State, and the British Colonial 'War Tax' stamps of the First World War. He was also 
associated with British Railways (Southern Region) Philatelic Society for many years. 

J. 0. CRITCHLOW 
The death of Mr. J. 0. Critchlow of Cremorne, New South Wales, Australia, occurred in August 

1962. Interested chiefly in Imperial and Zemstvo stamps, Mr. Critchlow gained awards at several exhibit
sions in Australia. 

J. B. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

It was a real pleasure to hear from so many readers following the publication of Journal 31. All 
were much in favour of our new form of reproduction, and many correspondents made helpful suggestions 
as to possible improvements in the lay-out, which we were pleased to note. Some members were critical 
of our grouping of illustrations in the centre pages, and hoped that we could incorporate illustrations in 
the text, in future issues. Of course, this latter is the most satisfactory and sensible arrangement and we 
certainly wish we could illustrate the Journal in this way. Our difficulty is entirely financial, and by group
ing illustrations into a separate inset of pages, we are saving substantially on the costs of block making 
and printing, and, in fact, it would be beyond our means to produce the Journal without this particular 
economy. 

The number of letters received from readers commenting on articles has also been most appreciated 
and there follows a number of useful comments about items written up in Journals 30 and 31. We are 
always pleased to publish such additional information, which is always of interest and value. 

Mr. Eric Mehnert-Frey (Zurich) commenting on "A Very Unusual Cover" by D. McDonald 
(Journal No. 30, page 19) says: 'The sender-H. v. Schonebeck, Hotel du Nord, Reva!, had originally 
intended to mail the letter by the ordinary way through the Russian P.O. and he therefore franked it with 
a Russian 10k. stamp, as this was then the usual rate of postage to foreign countries. For some reason, 
I believe he did not carry out his intention (perhaps the P.O. was closed, or normal traffic was interrupted) 
and decided to entrust the letter to either a passenger or a sailor on a ship leaving Reva! in the direction 
of the Kiel Canal. The person carrying the letter posted it at the German Post Office at HOL TENAU 
(not Hoitenau) between 9 and 10 a.m. on 30th Oct. 1905, which was the first German port which a ship 
leaving the Baltic Sea for the North Sea has to pass. As the 10k. Russian stamp was invalid in Germany, 
the sender purchased a 10 pfennig stamp which corresponded to the inland German postal rate. The 
letter was despatched from Holtenau to Berlin in the normal way and delivered to Mr. Bauer the next 
day, on 31st October 1905. I think that is fairly straightforward. and the only thing remaining to be 
explained is the swastika cancelling the IOk. stamp. I do not remember that the swastika had any signi
ficance during the revolution of 1905 either in Russia or Esthonia (Reva!), and that being the case, I do 
not think that this cancellation was applied at Reva! either by a Russian official or by a local revolutionary 
organisation. In Germany, too, in 1905, the swastika had no significance, so I cannot believe it was 
applied at Holtenau. Is Mr. McDonald sure it is really a swastika, and not a different design, which might 
have been used to cancel the Russian stamp before the letter was posted at Holtenau ?' 
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We had quite a shoal of correspondence concerning the Outstanding Cover No. 3 (Journal 31, 
page 11) from the collection of Mr. I. L. G. Baillie. Mr. A. Pritt wrote to tell us that he possessed two 
money transfer orders, one bearing a 15k. stamp in blue, which was used to transmit 15 Roubles from Sos
novitzi to Zverzinitch (Lublin) on 2nd April 1904, whilst the second bears a 25k. stamp in red, and was 
used to transmil 50 Roubles by telegraph from Warsaw to Kolo (Kalish) on 24th. July, 1906. John Barry 
gives us some valuable information as follows: 'Two forms were used bearing printed 15k. and 25k. stamps, 
in blue and red respectively. I have two unused copies of each value. The 25k. red values are printed 
exactly the same, except that one is on white card whilst the other is on buff. The latter measures 8 x 5½ 
inches; the white one 8¼ x 5 and 5/8th inches. The two 15k. values in blue are on white card, one measur
ing 7 1 /8th x 5 1 /8th inches, the other 8 1 /8th x 5 ½ inches. Both have the same printing except "Otreznoy 
Kupon"; on the smaller card these words are only half the size of those on the other 15k. Other differ
ences are: On the smaller card the oval in the stamp is filled with light brown dots and the lines for the 
sum to be written in number twenty. On the other the oval is filled with blue dots and the lines on this 
number seventeen. I also have a 15k.on buffcardusedfor25Roublesfrom StaryPebalg 12/l l/1902to Uriev, 
14/11/1902, both. places being in Lifland. These cards are not common unused, and used specimens are 
quite scarce.' Dr. A. H. Wortman also confirms the existence of the 15k. Money Order and says: 'I have 
one used to send 20 Roubles from Kibarti to Shenberg in 1904. It is not clear why there were two values 
of postage stamp for these cards, the 15k. and the 25k. Prigara lists them on page 68 with varieties and 
gives the dates of issue of these two as 1901/3. He also lists an earlier 15k. in 1896 and both 15k. and 25k. 
in 1898/9. The interesting thing about them is the wording "Postage Stamp" in the design. They were 
also cancelled with the normal datestamps used for cancelling ordinary adhesive stamps. My 15k. M.T.O. 
has two different Kibarti strikes, handstamps Nos. 1 and 4, and two Shenberg strikes, Nos. 1 and 2. There 
is the usual OPLACHEN stamp for paid, and SLICHENO in blue pencil for "compared" or "verified." 
I also have a 25k. M.T.O. which bears a SLICHENO OSIPOV handstamp and Mr. I. L. G. Baillie's order 
has a SLICHENO ERSHOV handstamp. It is the SLICHENO which means "verified" and I think 
OSIPOV and ERSHOV are the official's names respectively.' Mr. E. G. Peel showed us two used M.T.O. 's 
recently, one with the 15k. stamp in blue (which was cancelled together with an adhesive lOk. Arms Type 
stamp, making a total of 25k.) used from Kishinev and addressed to Peschankal, and the other a 25k. 
red used from Granitza (Petrok) addressed to Taraya Ushina. It occurs to us that careful examination 
of the former might provide a clue as to why a 25k. rate was necessary, and we look forward to Mr. Peel's 
further comments with interest. We were also pleased to hear from Mr. Marcel Lamoureux (Providence, 
U.S.A.) who kindly sent photostats of some unused M.T.O. forms he has recently acquired. One is of 
the type illustrated in the last Journal; a second shows the 15k. value printed in blue; and a third is of the 
more usual type without an impressed stamp, but had evidently been overprinted on behalf of a private 
firm in St. Petersburg for the transmission of 10 Roubles, who presumably used such orders in bulk. 

Tl:ie Editor is able to record a further Soviet Ship mark for the Black Sea route additional to those 
given in A. S. Waugh's article in Journal No. 31 (page 23). This is in respect of the Soviet vessel 'Peter 
the Great' and the cancellation is in the same style as for the 'Rossiya' and reads "P/KH. PETR. VEL
IKII BATUMI-ODESSA a". The date of use was 12/7/62. 

Mr. H. Irmann-Jacobsen (Oslo) writes concerning the notes he gave to us on the Key and Flower 
Watermarks (Journal 31, page 9), and expresses regrets for not making it perfectly clear which actual 
lines he regards as being best to determine whether the watermark is normal or sideways. The lines which 
end in the centre of each 'key' appear to be best for recognition purposes and not the lines indicated 
our illustrations. Mr. lrmann-Jacobsen also reports that he has now found the 30k. Architectural Con
gress stamp (Cercle Francais Catalogue No. 601) with both normal and sideways watermarks. Our 
correspondent also states that he has found recently a used copy of the 4k Armi type (1889 iss:ie) on hori
zontally laid paper with inverted background, and asks whether other members have ever seen this value 
showing this variety. Any com:nents readers can m;1.ke would be much appreciated. 

THE AMERICAN SAMOVAR 
Dr. Gregory B. Salisbury 

At th! recent m !etini of th! Rossica Society and British Society of Russian Philately held at the 
Vanderbilt Hotel, New York, on Novemb!r 18th, y.J:ir colum"list was presented with a token of appreci
ation by the Head of the New York branch of Rossica, Mr. Joseph Chudoba. It was a photograph sup
posedly of m! and the original m!mbers of Rossica gathered around a Samovar. It was a nostalgic scene. 
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aken in Russia years ago, a:-id in the speech of appreciation two minor points were raised by your corres
pondent. The picture was taken in 1904, six years b!fore the birth of your gos~.iper, and twenty eight 
years ba:fore the birth of Rossica. The photograph was nevertheless a-:c•a:pted and it now graces the philat
elic desk. 

The day earlier an evening m::eting was held, followed by a party, open house, or what have you, 
at the Sam:>var's suite. The place was jamm!d and album'> were served along with vodka, scotch and 
zakuskas-a collective term for all sorts of indigestibles consum~d to counteract the effect of the two 
national drinks. Am)ng those who attended were Ernest Kehr, judge at international exhibitions, and 
U.S. Commissioner at most of our Internationals. We also had Rob~rt Baughm:m, President of S.P.A., 
Colonels Prince and Cassidy, and Vincent Dommski, former President of S.P.A. On Sunday the sister 
societies held a bourse where brisk trading and selling kept nearly fifty members and guests busy until 
the programme time. At two p.m. your columnist, as President of Rossica, opened the joint meeting 
and after a few words turned the meeting over to the Chairman of the Programme Committee, Kurt Adler. 
The first speaker was Arnold Engel of Philadelphia who showed his prize winning Latvia albums, among 
which were choice covers of airpost. The next speaker was Dr. Gordon Torrey of Washington, D.C., who 
presented an amazing array of Russian Offices in the Levant, including several unlisted offices and post
marks. Between the display of items he gave a most erudite and fascinating talk on the postal history of 
the Levant. He was followed by Joseph Chudoba, Chairman of the N. Y. Branch of Rossica, who showed 
an album of scarce varieties of Imperials on covers, including the 1865 5k. stamp, blue-grey instead of 
violet. Our last speaker was Kurt Adler who showed the prize winning collection (PraJa '62) of rare 
covers: 

(1) Russo-Turkish War of 1877-78 and the Russian Offices in Bulgaria after the Russo-Turkish 
War. 

(2) Covers of the Boxer Rebellion. 
(3) Russo-Japanese War of 1904-5. 
He also passed around an album of rare stampless covers among which were two unusual item5: 

'K.P. RIGA' and date in three lines, enclosed in a circle, and one without a circle. Your Samovar has 
the former and it is dated 25 July 1818. 'K.P.' stands for 'HORSE POST and these covers are extremely 
scarce. 

We missed our genial Jacques Posell, who pleased us however by sending the June 1961 and April 
1962 journals "The American Revenuer" which featured our correspondent E. E. Stefanowsky of Khar
kov, U.S.S.R. in a most useful article "A History of the Fiscal Stamps of the Soviet Union." It covers 
the issues of the Empire and the Provisional Government, not listed or incorrectly listed in Forbin's Cata
logue, also R.S.F.S.R., U.S.S.R., Armies, and States formed after the fall of the Em:;,ire. 

Last month it was our honour to address the Postal History Society of the Americas at the Bar
bizon-Plaza Hotel in New York. The title of the speech was "Mongolian and German Influences on the 
Russian Post." It was well received and the interesting data dug up during the research and preparation 
for the presehtation should make an interesting article in the near future. 

Your Samovar was also honoured by a visit from Michel Liphschutz of Paris, who spent a few 
relaxed hours poring over our stam;:, albums. He likewis<- visited Kurt Adler in New York where he 
viewed his fabJlous collection. How about som:: visitors from London? O'Jr last vi3itors from En~land 
were Dr. and Mrs. Alfred Wortman who \\'>! were delighted to see. Until our next 'Sannvar'-:10 svid
anya ! 

A COLLECTOR'S CALENDAR 
P. T. Ashford 

So many members of the B.S.R.P. have won awards recently at Philatelic Exhibitions that when 
we came to make out a list for this column, we were tempted to discard the idea in favour of a list of mem
bers who had NOT won awards-to our minds a simpler task! The need to honour the propheB in their 
own country-so to speak-pre\'ailcd. and we have· been busy scratching up little notes from the phil
atelic press of the past six months to make this feature a5 complete as possible. "As possible"' are words 
altogether necessary since the philatelic press is not at all fullsome in reporting International Exhibitions 
and pap•:rs in England do not spend much space recording the achievements of our Overseas friends! 
Our apologies, therefore, to all those award winners whom we have been unable to record. At the Prague 
Exhibition (Praga 1962) last August, we were delighted to learn that an F.I.P. Prix d'Honneur was awarded 
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to Mr. M. A. Bo~anowicz for his superb Polish collection, which did so well in Warsaw. Mr. Bojanowicz 
also won a Silver-Gilt for his Mafeking Siege collection. Mr. A. Droar won a Silver Medal for his superb 
Imperial collection, as did Mr. W. H. Adgey-Edgar for Mongolia. We understand that Mr. Kurt Adler 
won a major award for his Russo-Japanese War m?.terial, and also that Rossica Joumal continued to add 
to its triumphs by collecting an award in the Literature section. Mr. Derek Palmer of Santiago, showed 
both his Polish, and Bundi and Cochin collections at Buenos Aires recently. For the former he got a 
silver award, and, much to our amusement, says he also got a silver for his Bundi and Cochin. One of the 
jurymen told him afterwards that none of them knew anything about either country, but the collectio:1 
impressed them sufficiently to give the silver for the combined display! Mr. A. Droar also showed us the 
silver award he gained for his Russia at Buenos Aires, and we also understand that Mr. C. W. Roberts 
gained a medal for his Ukraine collection. It was nice to hear from 'Mike' Michelson from Johannes
burg and to hear that at the recent South African National Philatelic Exhibition held at Port Elizabeth, 
his collection of Latvia obtained a gold medal, one out of five awarded, and he was also runner-up for one 
of the special Awards. Mike is looking forward to visiting Europe early in 1963 and we look to the possib
ility of welcoming him at our March meeting. Mr. Erik Malmberg, our Swedish member recently exhib
ited his collection of Wrangels at the Swedish National Stam;, Exhibition held in November. We have 
not yet heard whether he gathered an award, b;.it we certainly hope so. Mr. J. F. Chalmers of Port of 
Spain Trinidad, recently won first award for Imperial and Soviet Covers at a Trinidad Exhibition. Bravo 
to the winners! We ha,·e certainly covered the globe! 

Due mainly to the simply atrocious summ~r we experienced in the United Kin3dom in 1962, nnny 
acquaintances sought the comfort of sunshine on the Continent. That is, all except our old sidekick 
Mr. Thane Seager who decided to visit Iceland for his honeymoon-our sincerest congratulations, Thane, 
on your getting married, both to you and wife Joy-and here's hoping that by the time this column is 
printed you will have settled in to your new flat in The Hague. We bet you weren't allowed to even look 
around the door at the "J. V. Stuart" auction, when you got back to Holland, eh? All other friends 
seemed to move in a strictly southern direction. Dr. Alfred Wortman went to Italy, and though he searched 
diligently, he confessed that from a philatelic aspect, the holiday was a disappointm~nt. Only a rings 
188 on a !Ok. p.12½ from Rom~, and a Moscow parcels postmark in Florence were the philateEc spoils, 
but Alfred says he could hear the noise of the handstamps being wielded vigorously and continuously 
floating up from the basement of the Post Office at San Marino, wherefrom he se:it us a picture postcc1rd. 
Mr. Eric Mehnert our Zurich m~mber, made a trip through the southern part of the U.S.S.R. and sent his 
regards to B.S.R.P. members from Batumi. Mr. Mehncrt m'.lde enquiries in Batumi as to the infamous 
series issued there under Brifr;h Occupation in 1919 and 1920, but there was no trace, citizen-:; hardly 
believing such stamps were ever issued. Mr. H. 01i had an enjoyable time in Lugano, writing to us from 
a deckchair on the lakeside whilst he sunbathed and we shivered. Most unfair! Cliff Handford spent 
enjoyable holidays in Scotland and later in the Thames Valley, but has also been spending a lot of time in 
and about Scarborough helping with the arrangements for the 1963 Philatelic Congress. Al!1m Waugh 
toured Scotland, visiting the village of Moscow-did you know Moscow was in Scotland-but finding 
to his regret that no Post Office existed there, so as to perpetuate it in the stamp albam. A pity, or else 
we would have arranged to post our Journals from there! On second thoughts, maybe it's just as well
we sent out a lot of journals!! Simon Tchilinghirian and his wife spent a pleasurable holiday on the Island 
of Rhodes (the second year in succession we believe) and we expect he was getting 'atmosphere' for his 
forthcoming book on "Italian Post Offices Abroad," not to mention future volumes in the Austrian series. 

Special visitors to England last summer were Mr. and Mrs. F. Julius Fohs, from Houston, Texas, 
who delighted us with their presence in August, during a whirlwind holiday embracing Switzerland, France, 
Holland, Scotland, as well as England. On Saturday 11th August, a not-so-small number of B.S. R. P. 
members gathered at the Kingsley Hotel where an enjoyable afternoon was spent with Julius talking 
'stamps,' which concluded with the hope that a repeat visit would not be too long delayed. 

It was unfortunate that Mr. E. C. Combridge's interesting report on the 196~ Philatelic Congress 
could not be published in Journal 31. The Congress, held last year at Worthing, was clearly very success
ful. Meetings were held in the Assembly Hall, where the programme took the usual form of Papers 
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followed by discussion; business sessions; and such annual events as signing the Roll of Distinguished 
Philatelists. An interesting Exhibition of Postage Stamps and Postal History material included sheets 
sent by Mr. W. H. H. Huddy, our Honorary Treasurer, who showed pages from his Levant collection, 
thereby ensuring that Russian Philately was not overlooked. 

As always, the past season has seen many collectors of Russia giving displays up and down the 
country. Cliff Handford has been busy doing good work in this way, and among several recent talks, 
showed Imperial Russia at Northampton in September, whilst Alfred Wortman travelled down to Bath 
to give a similar theme. Which item among the many superlative pieces Alfred showed created most 
impression with the audience is difficult to say, but we remember that a short description of the love life 
of Catherine the Great was very decidedly a hit! Dr. Wortman, and our President, Eric Peel also gave a 
display on behalf of B.R.S.P. to the Oriental Philatelic Society of London. This season has also seen 
the re-commencement of friendly get-togethers of members in the London area. Small conferences have 
come and gone at the homes of Mr. Boris Pritt, Dr. Wortman, Mr. E. C. Combridge and Mr. Eric Peel, 
and we are sure that more gatherings are being arranged as these lines are written. 

Just as we go to press we learn from our member Harold G. Cobb, of Los Angeles, and John Barry, 
that Messrs. H. R. Harmer Ltd., of London have recently sold the Faberge collection of Russian Locals 
by Private Treaty for £8,500. Obviously we are way off the beam, but we always thought this collection 
was auctioned back in 1940 when the other Faberge collections were sold. Perhaps some erudite Zemstvo 
collector will explain the whole thing to us, in time for Journal No. 33 ! 

Bill Stephen reminds us that Part III of the new work "Austrian Post Offices Abroad" (by S. D. 
Tchilinghirian and W. S. E. Stephen) is scheduled to appear in June or July 1963. Price will be the usual 
thirty shillings ( or 4.50 Dollars), and there will be 80 pages of text, including about 100 illustrations of can
cellations, as well as several half-tone blocks, and four maps. The part will be devoted to D.D.S.G. and 
other Austrian Navigation Companies, so will be of particular interest to maritime cancellation collectors. 
Once again the authors are willing to offer copies to B.S.R.P. members at a privileged price, and provided 
orders are received and pre-paid before 30th June, 1963, the price to them will be 21/- (or 3.00 dollars, 
U.S. and Canada). Orders, with remittance, should be sent to Mr. W. S. E. Stephen, 94, High Street, 
Aberlour, Banffshire, Scotland. 

REVIEWS OF NEW LITERATURE 

STANLEY GIBBONS' POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUE. 1963. PART TWO. FOREIGN COUN
TRIES. EUROPE AND COLONIES. Published by Stanley Gibbons, Ltd., 391 Strand, London, W.C.2. 
Price 37/6 plus 2/6 postage if ordered by post. Cloth bound; 1,544 pages. 

In the introduction to the new Part II, the publishers say that this is the last to be "printed by letter
press by our present printers" and because of this there has been no major list re-writing, but "when re
setting of worn type has been necessary we have taken the opportunity of modernising and improving 
listings." This is rather disappointing to the purchaser. He has paid quite a high price-37/6-and is 
entitled to something better .than mere price revisions. We all know that the S. G. catalogues are more 
than just a dealer's price lists and we are grateful for all the work that has gone into past editions and all 
the information that they do give, with mostly a high standard of accuracy. It is however, a great pity 
that when further information is available there is such a long interval before it appears in the catalogues. 
Inaccuracies should be corrected at the earliest possible moment. 

So we turn to Russia in the new Part II without any great expectations of corrections of the old 
listing, and, as we feared, the old errors are still there. It is an error, and a big mistake, to describe 32b 
as an 'error.' If it is going to be a part of future policy to continue to catalogue plate flaws, and this, 
as our readers will know, is just a plate flaw, then other more striking flaws have a claim to inclusion. 
For example, the 'bar' or 'kalach' flaw on the IOk. of the 1866 series, where the • 10· in the NW upper 
corner looks like a flattened oval or small bread roll; and the broad •A• in 'POCHTOV A YA,' the flaw 
discovered by Eric Peel on the 5R. on wove paper with varnish network. It would have been so easy to 
remove the word 'error' from 32b. The 'very thick paper' varieties of the 1 Ok. and 20k. of the 1865 series 
on wove paper still appear, but not the thick paper varieties of all the other values in this series. 
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There has however been one innovation, and that is the listing of all the early imperf. varieties of 
perforated stamps in pairs and this has been done as part of a general policy because it appears in the case 
of other countries, too. This is going to land the publishers in trouble, because m3ny early imperfs are 
not known in pairs. However, we are only concerned here with Russia and it seems a pity to list, for 
example, 30b, 2k. black and rose as an imperf. pair when Sir John Wilson, our greatest authority on Russ
ian imperfs. says that he has never seen it (therefore even as a single) and in spite of hunting hard for it 
('The London Philatelist' May and June 1941). Perhaps the publishers have knowledge of such a pair. 
If so, we would very much like to hear about it. 

There is no doubt that in the case of an imperf. stamp, a pair is very desirable as it is usually obvi
ously genuine on sight, and a single has to be looked at twice to make sure that its margins are greater 
than they would be if the perfs. had been cut off a perforated example; but it is a pity to give the impress
ion that these imperf. Russian stamps are available in pairs because in most cases, even if they do exist, 
only one pair is known, while more than one single has been recorded. 

Another uncorrected error is the date of 46a, the 7 on half 14k. As recently pointed out in the 
Newsletter of our Transcaucasian Study Group, the unsurcharged stamp was not issued until Dec. 1883, 
so that the surcharged stamp could ·not have been issued in March. The Goss example had a December 
1884 cancellation. · 

The prices of nearly all the earlies are increased by anything from 10 % to 50 %, especially for mint 
stamps. This is justified and reflects the growing shortage of material. No. 1 is now £22 used and has 
jumped from £75 to £200 mint, while Poland No. 1 is now £40 to £45 mint and £15 and £25 used, accord
ing to the shade. I think these prices realistically reflect present market trends. The quotation of £15 
for a mint or used pair of the 2k. green imperf. of the 1889 series, No. 51c, however, seems very reasonable 
as it was previously quoted at £12 mint and £15 used for a single!' A mint pair made £30 in the Goss Sale 
in 1958. The 2k. myrtle of 1883 made £50 for a used pair in the same sale and is quoted here as £35. 

The prices of the 1909 small Arms series with the varnish network have not moved at all apart 
from some of the varieties, and some of them are very cheap at the prices quoted for mint. In my experi
ence the 4k., the 35k., and the 50k. in the original soft colours of the 1908 and 1909 printings are at least 
as scarce as the 10k. pale blue quoted at 7 /6. Strangely enough, the Kerensky 35k. and 70k. imperfs. 
which do exist in rather suspicious-looking singles, are not quoted in imperf. pairs! The 1922 Rostov-on
Don Charity series have moved up deservedly from £2 mint to £3/5/- and a 17 /6 rise for the four used. 

Most of the early Finland are static or show small rises, but the 1891 series in the Russian design 
with circles added show considerable increases more than double for some of the low values, but the 3½R. 
and 7R. remain the same. There are very few changes in Armenia and I could find none in Azerbaijan. 
Ukraine also seem to be exactly as in 1961. The 1923 Charities occur on paper with crosses and circles 
watermark as well as without watermark. Scotts have listed both papers for years, and they should be 
listed by S. G. too. 

As most readers know, Wingfields have now joined Stanley Gibbons Ltd. and there is no doubt 
that this will lead to a rejuvenation of the old Strand firm. Rightly or wrongly, this reviewer always had 
the feeling that S.G.'s had rather concerned themselves too exclusively with the British Colonial field of 
collecting and were less knowledgeable about foreign countries. There is no doubt at all that with the 
acquisition of such experts in early foreign material and colonial as A. L. Michael and Miss Rose Titford 
we are going to see some reforms in future catalogues. I do not see how they can avoid listing "on cover" 
as well as merely used, and even tentative listing of such e3rlies as Russia Nos. 1 to 7 t..-ith Levant or dots 
cancellations. It is possible that the next catalogues too will be issued in groups of countries, as this 
present Part I [ is getting too big. There are the alternatives of grouping countries together, such as Scan
dinavia. and issuing a separate catalogue for them, or nnking two catalogues. one up to say. 1920, and the 
other onwards. Our own group of Finland, the Baltic countries. Poland. Russia. and the Caucasian 
States, Ukraine, Siberia, and the Foreign P.O's would make quite a sizeable catalogue. It has been done 
before, shall we eventually see it as an S. G. Catalogue? A. H. WORTMAN. 

AUSTRIAN POST OFFICES ABROAD. By S. D. Tchilinghirian and W. S. E. Stephen. Part I: 
Austrian Lloyd: Adriatic Lines, Mediterranean Lines. Part II: Austrian Lloyd: Black Sea Lines, All Lines 
(1888-1914). Each volume of 80 pages, with card covers. Illustrated in line and half tone. Published 
by the Austrian Stamp Club of Great Britain, and obtainable from Mr. W. S. E. Stephen. 94 High Street, 
Aberlour, Banffshire, Scotland, price 30/- per volume, postage free. 
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The inception of a new series by the Crawford Gold Mdallists is, needless to say, a great philatelic 
event, and members of the B.S.R.P. will be glad to know tint the new volumes are fully up to the stand
ard of the six on the Russian Post Offices Abroad. One difference that will be noticed in the treatment of 
the two subjects is that in the case of the Austrian Post Offices, the Shipping Lines are dealt with first 
and not inserted between the different chapters on the shore Post Offices as they follow in their geographical 
sequence. This will provide a clearer understa!lding of the shore Post Offices-the constitution of the 
postal service, its administration, operation, historical background, and so on. It also permits early 
publication of a mass of material on the postal history of the shipping lines not previously available. 

The new series covers the Austrian Lloyd, the (Austrian) Danube Steam Ship Company, and the 
shore Post Offices-not only in the familiar setting of the Eastern Mediterranean, but in all the Balkan 
countries and also in Liechtenstein. Let me hasten to say that this review is a very bare and incomplete 
summary, and even the illustrations of the standard cancellation types at the beginning of the whole series 
arouse keen interest in the Parts which have still to appear. Parts I and II deal with the Austrian Lloyd, 
and in contrast to the Russian Post Offices, the authors have been fortunate in the existence of contempor
ary official records both in Vienna and Trieste (the He:id Office of Austrian Lloyd). This has been fully 
utilised and is very successfully presented. The exposition follows the authors' usual sequence: historical 
notes, lists of ships, postal history, details of cancellations and priced check lists. One striking feature of 
the books is the area covered by Austrian Lloyd routes thus giving the widest scope to collectors. Details 
are supplied, for example, of cancellations on Montenegro, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Egypt, Zanzibar, Mozam
bique Company, India, and Hong Kong issues. The appeal of the series is quite clearly, therefore, not 
only to Austrian enthusiasts. 

It is perhaps, though, the cancellations found on Russian stamps, and the area overlapping the 
Russian sphere that will be of the most interest to B.S.R.P. members. The Russian exam~les are not 
particularly common except in the case of certain vessels operating in the Black Sea area. All the recorded 
instances, however, for each ship or maritime cancellation are carefully catalogued and priced; they are 
principally on the lower and commoner values of the 1889 and 1902 issues. 

In the Eastern Mediterranean and the Black Sea areas many philatelic interests interlock and over
lap; in particular, in the world of pre-1914 Turkey, subject in-to modern ears-an incredible way to 
the European Powers with their extra-territorial privileges, their consular courts and separate postal 
services, and their political and commercial rivalries. It is that world-anxious and tense as it may have 
been at the time to those involved-that we can so enjoyably enter once more in the company of our two 
B.S.R.P. fellow-members. 

It is the postal history specialist who will no doubt find the greatest pleasure in the 'Austrian Post 
Offices Abroad,' but it might be advisable to say that there are many points of interest for the traditional 
philatelist. In particular, the information on remainders, bogus and forged cancellations, is of great 
importance in view of the disparity between the market values of used and unused. In passing, it is com
forting to the postal historian to deduce that forgeries to turn an unused stamp into a used one are much 
more frequent than forgeries of rare cancellations. 

I am very happy to add my congratulations to those expressed elsewhere; I wish the authors every 
success, and the remaining Parts. will be very keenly awaited. 

DA YID MORRISON. 

THE JOURNAL OF THE ROSSICA SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY. No. 62 (1%2). Edited 
by Dr. G. B. Salisbury, 49th and Locust Streets, Philadelphia, 39, Pa., U.S.A. 

Dr. Salisbury can justifiably point with pride at the latest issue of the Rossica Journal, for there 
are some most absorbing articles published therein. Our own Dr. Alfred Wortman contributes an excell
ent article on "The First Issue of the 'Kitai' Overprints," which is so well written that it immediately 
engages the reader's interest. The postal history, the stamps themselves, and the cancellatio;1~. are dealt 
with in a most erudite fashion. Mr. Melvin M. Kessler follows up an earlier artkle on covers. by an 
account of a Russian Red Cross Cover from the First Balkan War, whilst postal stationery collectors 
will enthuse over comprehensive articles by Oleg Faberge on Varieties of Imperial Envelopes 1868-1913 
and Stamped Envelopes of Imperial Russi.-., 1848-63. The same author contributes some additional 
notes on the Russian Charity Issues of 1905 and 1914-15, which includes data on sheet sizes, varieties. 
specimen overprints, and early dates of cancellations. An article by G. H. Torrey on some of his Used 
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Abroad items promises to arouse much interest, but is abruptly brought to a halt by the ominous words 
'To be continued.' This is a shame, and constitutes one of the few criticisms we can make of this inter
esting journal. G. A. Russell describes some covers in his collection-regrettably at insufficient length
for these sound most interesting. Major A. Prado has a well-written contribution on 'The Consular 
Airmail,' whilst there is a continuation of the serial by K. Adler and K. Schmidt on 'Stamped Envelopes 
with Advertisements.' Of value to Polish collectors is an article by I. Braunstein on 'Stamps of the War
saw Local Post 1915.' A. Cronin has translated an original article by D. N. Minchev on the Russian 
Postal Services in Bulgaria 1877-8, and also a brochure in Russian on Mongolian postal history and post
age stamps published in 1960 at Ulan Bator. The latter is too long to be accommodated in a single journal 
and is having to be serialised. Other articles stem from the pens of M. Kessler, Dr. C. de Stackelberg, 
R. Polchaninoff, Kurt Adler, V. Ushkoff, and E. F. Newman. There are also some interesting 'Notes from 
Collectors,' among which Oleg Faberge discusses Russian-America 'money stamps' and early dates of 
Nizhni-Novgorod Fair Cancellations. 

JOURNAL OF CHINESE PHILATELY. No. 101. August 1962. and No. 102. October 1962. Issued 
by the Chinese Philatelic Society of London. 

There are some interesting articles in No. IOI including "Unusual Postage Paid Markings" by 
P. I. Padget. "The 1897 Provisionals" by Lt. Cdr. G. T. Baines, (a val:.:2ble i>.rticle this) and some notes 
on "Watermarks of the Imperial Issues of 1885-98" as well as some reminiscences of collecting in China 
before the War by Col. V. R. Burkhardt. In addition, James Negus continues his "Contributions to a 
Far Eastern Bibliography," and the regular listing of Chinese New Issues. No. 102 has some interesting 
notes on "The Paicheng Prints" by Sir David Roseway; further illustrations of Scenic cancellations from 
Japanese Korea; "Some Unusual Modern Cancellations" by P. I. Padget; and a short article by M. Mochi 
on the 1897 2c./3c. Revenue Stamp of China, raisin:; doubts upon a double surcharge. 

SPECIALISED CATALOGUE OF ESTONIA. Dr. W. Eichenthal. Publishc:l by the Philatelic Special
ists' Society of Canada, c/o Herbert Dube, 200 Bay Street, Toronto I, Ontario, Canada. 190 pages. Price: 
4 Dollars, 9S cents (Canada). 

This is the book for which all collectors of Estonian stamps have waited many years to see. All 
other sources, such as Kohrs Handbuch, Weiners, earlier editions of Eichenthal's catalogues, Baltia catal
logues have been long out of print and unobtainable. Thanks to the Philatelic Specialists' Society of Canada, 
the Eichenthal Estonian Catalogue is the first to be published in their new series of Handb:>oks. The 
catalogue is printed in two editions, in German and in English, but with the same contents. This has 
many advantages; it is easier to handle than a bi-lingual edition would be, and it costs less for the indivi
dual collector to purchase. Prices in the German edition are given in D. Marks and in the English edition 
in Dollars. 72 pages of the book are given to a detailed listing of 199 stamps of the general issues of 
Estonir., with their numerous shades, flaws, errors, paper varieties, etc. All the main types of stamps 
as well as varieties are priced individually unused and used. General issues are priced aiso in blocks of 
four, mint and used. 

Other outstanding chapters deal with Local Issues, Postal Stationery, Proofs and Specimens, 
Forgeries, Phantom Issues, Charity Labels, Air Mail Labels, Sea Mail, etc. The catalogue also provides 
a massive amount of information for postal history students. Chapters cover Provisional Cancellations, 
Military Mail cancellations during the Estonian War of Independence (1918-20), Mail from Russia, Mark
ing of letters for which the postage was paid in cash. All these chapters are extremely detailed and again, 
all such item~ are priced individually. At the end of the catalogue there is a special summarised study 
on the first Estonian stamps-the so called 'Flower design'-by Mr. Roove, and the stamps are broken 
down into different printings and plates. Both the print and the illustrations (half-tone and line) are very 
clear, and there are several tables giving information on postal rates, numbers of stamps issued, detailed 
prices, etc. In addition, a map of Estonia covers two pages, which shows the main post offices with their 
correct Estonian names. 

Dr. W. Eichenthal, the author, recently celebrated his 70th birthday. He was business associate 
in his late brother·s philatelic firm in St. Petersburg, Warsaw and in Tallinn. Dr. Eichenthal in his long 
years of experience in the stamp .trade and philatelic research, is the greatest authority on all matters relat
ing to Estonian philately. Since 1944 he has lived in Sweden. 

HAROLD OSI. 
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POSTAL CANCELLATIONS OF ESTONIAN POST OFFICES 1918-1940. (In German). G. B. 
Lindberg. 67 pages plus an Addenda (Listing of Estonian Post Offices). Oblong format, 8 inches x ll ½ 
inches. Price not shown. 

This is an unique book in philatelic literature. The author, an outstanding Swedish philatelist 
and Baltic expert, has gone to tremendous trouble to list in table form all possible cancellations of Eston
ian Post Offices. For each Post or Sub-Post Office, in alphabetical order, are given their geographical 
locations (rural districts) and a description of each cancellation used (diameter, size of letters, etc.). Nor
mally Estonian postal cancellations are in black, but in some purely accidental cases, by mixing up inks 
or inking pads in sub-Post Offices (usually located in Parish Council Offices, Village Co-operative Shops, 
or small Railway Stations) blue, red, and violet shades are recorded for each individual office. The open
ing or dosing of a Post Office or transfer to another Office are recorded where this could be ascertained 
from the Estonian State Gazette ('Riigi Teataja'). 

Individual chapters are devoted to machine cancellations and slogans of Tallinn G.P.O., T.P.O. 
oval and round cancellations, and the opening and dosing dates of seasonal Post Offices at seaside resorts, 
Exhibitions, and Army Training Camps are given. A list of Estonian Post Offices in alphabetical order 
is given as an Addenda. Mr. Lindberg's work does not include Postmaster's Provisional Markings 1918-
20, as these are dealt with by Dr. Eichenthal (see above). Despite the fact that the Key to the book is 
given in German, the small use of a dictionary will suffice to make it understandable to any English phil
atelist. 

AUCTION NOTES 
W. S. E. Stephen 

HAROLD OSI. 

Many items of special interest to the collector of Russian stamps have come up for sale over the 
last twelve months, undoubtedly the most important sale being that of the J. V. Stuart collection. This 
sale was held on the 5th and 6th March 1962 at the Auction Rooms of J. L. Van Dieten, The Hague, 
Holland, to whom we are all indebted for copies of the Sale Catalogue. It is therefore felt necessary to 
cover this sale at greater length, giving realisations of many of the outstanding pieces now reposing in 
the collections of our members. 

Imperial Russia. In this section many of the single items failed to reach estimate, mainly due, in 
the writer's opinion, to rather high estimated value. However, material on cover all exceeded estimate, 
whilst varieties and specimen (obrazet) stamps sold over estimate in many cases. The highlight in this 
section was Lot 171, containing 39 covers of the Russo-Japanese War 1904-5, estimated 1,500 Gulden 
and making 1,700 Gulden. 

Ukraine. There was a steady demand here, with Lot 207 outstanding, this containing 131 money 
orders, 58 cards and covers, almost doubling the estimate of 1,000 Gulden, fetching 1,750. 

R.S.F.S.R. period and Soviet issues. Local Postmaster surcharges failed to reach expectation 
in many cases. Outstanding in this section were the Lenin Mourning Issues complete imperf. the three 
printings used and unused, est. 80g. realisation 150g. Lot 405 the scarce Spartacist Games issue fetched 
130g; Lot 417, the 1939 Women's Moscow-Far East Flight in imperf. pairs almost doubling estimate of 
200g. and making 370g. Cover material in this section met good demand yielding full or over estimate. 
On the second day of the sale the issues of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Transcaucasia and Batum opened 
the auction, all finding purchasers at good prices, especially the Batum Lot 541, changing hands at 220g. 
against 100g. est. 

Then came. in the writer's opinion, the outstanding features of the Sale, namely the Russian Post 
Offices Abroad where many lots exceeded estimates. Commencing with two Lots of Crete, both sold 
far in excess of estimates, whilst for the scarce "CHIO POSTE RUSSE GRATUIT" cover to Athens the 
price was 105g. over double the price listed in Part II of the Russian Used Abroad series for this item. 
The 1865-67 issues of Levant in single lots made good prices, outstanding being Lot 553 making 350g. 
The demand for specimen (obrazet) copies in this section was keen, all exceeding estimates. 

Russian P.O's in Persia. The ten lots 574-583 covers from the late Jack Buchanan's collection, 
all from Tabriz, experienced brisk bidding, all exceeding estimate with one exception. Outstanding was 
Lot 581 containing a Registered cover Tabriz to Luzern, franked with 2 x lOk. War Charity stamps and 
with Petrograd censor mark, making 240g. against 200g. est. All the above covers found a new home in 
the collection of one of our foremost collectors of Used Abroads in the U.S.A. 
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Russian P.O. 's in China. Of the m,my outstanding items on offer from this section special mention 
must be made of Lot 589, cover Kashgar to Tientsin fetching 230g. against 200 est. Lot 596, a pair of 
10k. Romanovs, cancelled with the scarce oval ship postmark, Vladivostok to Shanghai via Chefoo being 
knocked down at l lOg., over double estimate of 50g., whilst two covers of the Volunteer Fleet, Lots 598 
and 599 made fully thrice estimate of 100g. selling for 330g. and 315g. respectively. Manchurian items 
all sold well and Japanese Arrival markings of Gensan and Nagasaki in keen demand, whilst again Speci
men stamps realised well over estimate with Lot 614 reaching 190g. against 125g. est. That great rarity of 
Russian P.O.'s in China, the 10k. vertically laid paper, S.G.14a, making £47 against Gibbons· catalogued 
price of £48 for a marginal mint block of four. Very few copies of this stamp are known. In view of 
the very high prices ruling for many of the choice items in this field, a reappraisal of the prices quoted in 
'Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad' seems called for, and readers are cautioned that this type 
of material is in unprecedented demand. 

Zemstvo Rural Stamps. Some choice items were offered in this section, the combination covers 
being an outstanding feature, with realisations well over estimates in many cases. 

Poland. Deserving of mention in this section was the Lot 780, 10k. No. 1, very fine on piece, with 
numeral cancel '42' estimated 125N.F. and selling for £18/10/-. 

Literature. Here, the scarce Chuchin 'Catalogue of Russian Rural Posts,' 1928 edition, fetched 
the high level of £18 against the usual £16 at sales in this country. 'The Postage Stamps of Armenia' 
by Tchilinghirian and Ashford (complete) realised £3/12/-. 

Total realisation for this important sale was 73,709 gulden with only four of the 817 lots on offer 
failing to find a bidder. 

Abundance of material continues to be offered through the medium of auction, space precluding 
a detailed listing of all items, the most important being as follows: 

Robson Lowe Sales. Sale 27/9/61. Lot 330. Entire Acre to Beirut with Russian Levant, 1868 
3k. pair, cancellation in bluish. Est. £18 realised £16/10/-. Lot 331, 1871, a very similar entire cancelled 
"784" of Jaffa. Est. £18, realised £30. 

Sale 24/7/62. Lot 336, 3k. (2), lOk. and 20k. horiz. laid paper, with part impression Nagasaki/ 
Japan datestamps. Est. £7, realised £19. Lot 367, 1908 Large part Regd. envelope from Pekin to Pots
dam franked 'Kitai' 1904-8 issue, 50k., IR., 3.50R., and 7k. cancelled Type 7 Pekin (R.U.A.), estimated 
£12. realised £26. Lot 370, 1918 reg. envelope Shanghai to Stockholm, franked Russian P.O.'s in China, 
1917 lOc. on lOk. pair with 'Shanghai Poste Russe' c.d.s. and interesting 'provisional' registration slip. 
Est. £4, Realised £9. 

Other important realisations include: 1858 10k. S.G.l. with Rostov-on-Don 2 line datestamp, £54. 
I 902-4 1 R. 13 ½ x 11 ½ compound perf. £32. South Russia, 1920, lO0R. on 10k. variety "I 0-' for "100,'' 
a mint marginal block. £5. 

There can be little doubt that Russia now occupies a major position at auctions, this being borne 
out in the 1961-62 Review of a leading auctioneer of Postal History material wherein Russia occupies 
sixth place in popularity in proportion to the number of lots offered in the sales. · 

REVISED SUMMARY OF THE PRINTING PLATES OF THE RUSSIAN ARMS 
ISSUES. 1908-22 (PART FOUR) 
F. Julius Fohs 

25 Kopek 
Stamps measure 16.3-16.5 x 22.4-22.5 mm. except on closely set issue 16.2 x 22.3 mm. St. int. 

2-2.2 mm. St. int. where closely set. and irregular measure 1.8 to 2 x 2.2 mm. Panes 89.3 to 89.7-89.9 
Hor. x 120.2-120.5 (vert.) mm. G. lnt. 11-11.2 x I l.3-l l.7mm. Pane size and G. lnt. for close setting 
is not known. About 5 printings are known. 

1908-1912 Wmk. Hor. T. & B. V. CK-N. 
I A8 1908, Kred. Tip. 1908. No PN: CK-N 8-3/8 x 10-3/4 in., nor. 

JI ? A8 1911. Kred. Tip. 1911., (Blk. of 10 Serebrakian) (O.P. 2-½ Piastres Hor.). 

1913-1920, Wmk. Vert: Vert. CK-N 
III Ab AS 1913: PN 2(82) blurred BL: (Extra dot L. of PN); Wmk. V. Rt; 8-5,'8 x 10-15/16 in.: 

hv. CK-N. (PN I, 3 and 4 missing) 
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Bb AS 1917; Im;:,erf.; also Perf.; (Missing PN 5, 7 and 8) PN 6(F3) Diag. 25 mm. B. Rt; Wmk. 
L; some printings have cliches slightly out of alignment; 8-9/IO x l0-15/16 in. nor. 
CK-N. 

IV AS 1920; PN 3 (Cl) B. Rt. 25 mm; 9-5/8 x 11-3/4 in. CK-N hv.; 2 dots Vert. above one 
another 32 mm. L of St. 91; sheet Rt. side; Wmk. V. Rt. 
1920; PN 4 (D6), B.Rt. 25 mm., 4 slightly wider stem and pedicel; 9-5/8 x 11-3/4 in. 
med. CK-N; B.L. sheet; Wmk. Vert. L. (missing PN 1 and 2); both Fr. and C. shades. 

V ? AS 1917 or 1920; close, irregular setting of cliches (Blk. of 4) St. Int. 1.8 x 2-2.2mm. 

Colours and shades: 

Light green and light grey violet 
Grey green and light grey violet 
Green and deep lilac 
Light green and light violet, Imperf. 
Dark green and mauve 
Light green and dark lilac 
Dark green and brown lilac 

35 Kopek 

1908 
1909-1912 
1912-1917 
1917-1922 
1912-1922 
1912-1922 
1917-1922 

Panes usually 89.2-89.5 Hor. x 120.3 x 120.5 Vert.; St. Int., except 11 Bb, PN 6 (F3) pane 89.8Hor. 
x 121 Vert.; G. Int. 11.2 x 11.7; St. 16.2 x 22.3; 

For the irregular, closer st. settings the measurements are-Panes 87.7 Hor. x 120.5 Vert.; G. Int. 
11.2 x 11.7; St. 16.3-16.5 x 22.5; and St. Int. 2.1 x 2.1 except on 1920 printing pane and St. interval 1.7 
x 1.8. Also 1920, No PN, pane 89.8 Hor. x 120.7 Vert.; G. lnt. 11.2 x 11.5; St. 16.5 x 22.5; st. int. 1.9 x 
1.9. 

1910-1912-Hor. Wmk. T. and B., Vert. CK-N 

I A7 1910; Kred Tip. 19IO, BL; No PN; Broken 3, at 94; 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in., Nor-Med. 

1913-1917-Vert. Wmk. Rt. or L., Vert. CK-N. 
II A AS 1913; (PN 1, 2, 3, and 4 missing, diag. 25 mm.). 

B 1913; Ba PN 5 (El), B. Rt. and PN 6 (F3), Diag. B. Rt. 25mm.; (PN 7 and 8 missing); 
CK-N 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in.; Wmk. Rt.; shades. 

III A 
III B 

IV 

AS 1917; from fresh plate; No PN; No retouch 
1917; worn plate, no retouch 

AS Retouch, St. 57; lmperf. and Perf.; No PN; 8-5/8 x l0-15/16 in., broken 3 at B.St.23, 
51, and 78. 

V AS Retouch St. 57; Imperf. and Perf.; No PN; 9-3/4 x 11-3/4 in., broken 3, St. 78 only. 

VI AS Cliches set closer together; No PN, 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in. 
VII AS Cliches set closer together; No PN; 9-3/4 x ll-3/4in. plate now badly worn. No 

broken 3's, unretouched (O.P. Kiev I) dull purplish-grey and yellow-green; Perf.; 
Vert. Wmk. Rt. 

Colours and shades: 

Page 34 

Dull purple and green 
Purple brown and green 
Pale violet and green 
Pale lilac and bright green 
Red-brown and green or bright green, 

and lmperf. 
Brown lilac and dark green 
Chestnut brown and green 

1909 
1910 
1909-1912 
1912-1917 

perf. 
1917-1922 
1912-1917 
1917-1922 

1917-1922 
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50 Kopek 

The following gives the size in mm. of the panes, G. Int, Fr. and Fr. Int. of the important printings: 

II 
1II 
IV 
V 

VI 
Vly 

Pane 

(Hor.) 91.3 x 122.5 (Vert.) 
91.5 X 122. 
91.8 X 122.5 
91.3 X 122.2 
92.3 X 122.8 
92. X 123. 

G. Int. 

9.8 X 10.2 
10.J X 10. 
9.5 X 9.8 
9.8 X 9.8 
9.J X 9.J 
9. X 9.2 

Fr. 

15.3 X 21.2 
15.3 X 21.3 
)5.3 X 21.3-21.4 
15.4 X 21.4 
15.3 X 21.3 
)5.3 X 22.8 

Fr. Int. 
3.2 X 3.2 
2.9 X 3.2 
3. X 3.4 
3.2 X 3.2 
3. X 3.2 

1908-1912 Wmk. Hor. T. and B., Vert. CK-N, Perf. 

I 

II 

III 

A7 

C6 

1908; Imprint, BL; (second sheet missing; Liphsc!mtz and Goss Coll. rept. by 
Rockling. 

1909; Kred. Tip. 1909, BL; 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in. CK-N med-Hv.; Second sheet 
missing. 

1910; Kred. Tip. 1910, BL; 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in. (O.P. 5 Piastre Levant), second 
sheet missing. 

1913-1920-Wmk. Vert., Rt. or L.; Vert. CK-N; Perf. and lmperf. 

IV 

V 

VI Ad 

VI Ba 

VJy 

C7 

C7 

C7 

C7 

?C7 

1913-1917; PN 5 (El) long flag on 5, 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in., Vert. Wmk. Rt. (miss
ing l, 2, 3, 4) (6, 7, 8). 

1915-1917; PN 5 (E4) short flag on 5, 8-5/8 x 10-15/ 16 in., Vert. 
Wmk. Rt. (missing I, 2, 3, 4) (6, 7, 8). 

1920; PN 4 (D4) blurred, 9-3/4 x 11-3/4 in., Vert. Wm!<. Prob. L. (missing I, 2, 3). 

1920; PN 5 (El) somewhat blurred, same plate c1.s VI, 9-3/4 x 11-3/4 in. CK-N, 
Nor.-Hv.; Vert. Wmk. Rt.; (missing PN 6, 7, 8), Perf. and lmperf. 

1920; PN ?, Different Plate, 9-3/4 x 11-3/4 in. Perf. 

Colours and shades: 

KNAd 

Pale purple and light green 
Pale violet and dark green 
Violet and bright green, Perf. and lmperf. 
Bcight violet and bright green 
Lilac and bright green 
Chestnut-brown and green 
Red-brown and dark green, Imperf. 
Violet-lilac and green 
Copper red and green 

1909 
1909-1912 
1912-1917, 1917-1922 
1912-1917 
1912-1917 
1913-1922 
1917-1922 
1913-1922 
1913-1922 

Has Star R30R, O.P. in black; no dots missing TL; BL. and TRT panes O.P. makes impossible 
determination of X. 

Earliest printings, printing sharp and colour of paper white; beginning with 1913, the paper 
has yellow gum, and printing less sharp. 
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FAWCEIT DOTS-SO KOPEK 
PANE STAMP NUMBERS 

No. Print 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Top Left Pane 
I 

II 
III 
IV 
V 

KVJAd 
VIBa 

Vly 

BL 
I 

II 
III 
IV 
V 

KVIAd 
VIBa 

Vly 

TRT 
I 

II 
Ill 
IV 

XX 

X 

X 
X X 

X 

XX 

V X 
KVIAd 

VIBa 
Vly 

BRT 
I 

II 
Ill 
IV 

V 

KVIAd 
VJBa 

Vly 

NOTE: 

X 

X 
X 

X 

a 
X 

X 

X 

X 

a-Not available to check. 
D-Dim. 

XX 

X X 

X 

Bottom Left Pane 

X xv 
X X 

X X 

XXX XX 

Top Right Pane 

a 
X 

X 

xxxx 
Bottom Right Pane 

X X X 
X 

a X X b 

X 

K-Not decipherable because of O.P. 
V-Vestige only. 
y-Cut close; plate different but PN not known. 

X X 

X 

X X 

X 

X 

X 

XX 
X 

Further details on the various printings are given previously. 

X X 
X 

X X X 

X 

X 
X X 

X 

XX 

d 
X X X 

X 

X X X 

X 
D X 

DX 
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70 Kopek 

These stamps measure 16.5 x 22.5 and occasionally 16.5 x 22.5. The 1915-1917 (AS) have a few 
stamps out of alignment (96th and 100th) also an occasional narrow interval between stamps (between 
94th and 95th stamps 1.7, ordinary 1.8, 1.9, or 2, some in sheet 2.0 mm. interval). In 1920 printing pane 
89.8 Hor. x 120.5 Vert.; G. Int. 11.5 x 11.7, stamp normal; st. int. 1.7 x 2 mm. The 70 Kop. are fairly 
regularly sized with slightly more space between the horizontal than between the vertical rows, except 
in imperforate where sometimes 2.mm. between horizontal, and I. 7 to 1.8 in vertical rows, and some cliches 
are out of alignment. 

1910-192 , Hor. Wmk. T. & B. Vert. CK-N. 

I A7 1910; Imprint, Kred. Tip. 1910; 8-3/8 x 10-3/4 in., CK-N hv. 

II A6 1911; no imprint; no PN; (Rt. hand sheet); 8-3/8 x 10-3/4 in., CK-N, nor. 

1913-1920, Vert. Wmk. Rt. or L.; Vert. CK-N. 

III AS 1915 (later colour, more brown); 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in., CK-N., hv.; Perf.; St. 
I 00 out of alignment. 

AS 1917; Imperf. same as for 1915 perf. 
IV AS 1920; Perf.; 9-3/4 x 11-3/4 in. CK-N nor.; Wmk. Rt. 

Colours and shades: 
Light brown and yellow-orange 
Lilac-brown and orange 
Light brown and yellow-brown 
Light brown and yellow-orange 
Red-brown and red-orange 
Rose-brown and brown-orange 
Chocolate-brown and red-orange, lmperf. 

1 Rouble 

1909 
1909-1912 
1912-1917 
1912-1917 
1913-1917 
1917-1922 
1913-1922 and 1917-1922 

The essay sheet of 4 stamps with one red b.1nd on either side (Ex Goss Col.) had the 1909 imprint 
and was certainly the first printing of this stamp, bat, the earliest printing for use was 1, that of 1910, a 
sheet of vertical rows of 5 stamps horizontally placed, with an orange band (colour of C) on either side 
and with the 1910 imprint; used both in Russia and O.P 10 Piastres diag. for Levant. 

The same disposition, only with one brown band (colour of Fr.), 11 has ten vert. Wmk. L. and 
hence dates from 1913, and was used both in Russia, and in Levant with 10 Piastre diag. O.P. 

1913-

In regard to the PN 8-A, and 3-9 on format D4; the A and 3 are in colour of Bg., and the 8 and 9 
are colour of Fr. These have 3 bands either side, colour of Fr. There must have been a series of Bg. 
plates prob. A, 2, 3, 4 printed together, and there must have been a series of Fr. plates inclusive of 8 and 
9. Accordingly, I count these of one printing, Ill. 

In regard to the Bg. for the next 1 rouble printing IV, where the arrangement is 4 stamps in the 
top row and 3 crossed double V's, new plates for Bg. as well as for Fr. Cliches were necessary. To this 
group belongs: 

PN 
PN 
PN 

2 Bg. 
3 Bg. 
3 Bg. 

Fr. 
2 Fr. 
9 Fr. 

Here, it is probable that the same background was used for the 3-9 printing as for the 3-2 printing; 
hence I designate these as printings of the same series. 

The last of this. V has Bg. PN I and 2 only, (sometimes number I or 2 were worn off). 
The next series VI was that with 5 horizontal rows of 10 stamps each with horizontal chalk-net. 

Here the PN of the Fr. super imposes that of the Bg., and there were probably two master sheets printed. 
one with PN I, 2, 3, and 4, and another with PN 5, 6, 7 and 8. Only PN 5 and 6 are known. 
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1 Rouble issues, 1910-1922 

19I0-1912, Hor. Edge Wmk., T. & B.; Vert. CK-N. 
I 1910 -I R. with single orange band, either side; 8 5/8 x JO 15/16 in. CK-N nor. 

II 1913 -1 R. with single brown band, either side; 8 7/8 x 10 3/4 in., CK-N nor. 
1913-1917 Vert. Edge Wmk. Rt. or L.; Vert. CK-N. 
III ab 1915 -1 R. with three brown bands either side 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

a-PN 8-A, B on L 
b-PN 3-9, B on L 

1917 -with 50 stamps and 6 crossed double V's with 4 control dots, in horizontal row 
above and below, Bg. and Fr. dots alternating. 
aa 2-1 , B on L 
ba 3-2, B on L 
ea 3-9, B on L 

1917 -with 50 stamps and 6 crossed double V's, chalk-net 8-5/8 x 10-15/ 16. with 3 dots, 
one ofBg., one Fr. and one Bg. in horizontal row above and below, irregularly 
set cliches, more especially with PN 2. 
a-1 (H8) 
.b-2 (B6) 

1920 -2nd printing of V on paper with 9-5/8 x 11-3/4 CK-N. 
1920 -Hor. CK-N., Hor. Edge Paper Wmk. above on upper sheet and below on lower 

sheet of each 4 sheet, master sheet. 
1920 -50 stamps from new plates, 5 horizontal rows of JO each; 8-5/8 x 11-3/4 in. 

Has 2 horizontal dots colour of Bg. above and below and 2 colour of Bg. vertical 
on L. and Rt. ; 
Perf. and Imperf. 
(I) Normal 
(2) Irregular printings 

R.-Shades and Colours: 
Vertical chalk-net; crossed double V's 
Light chocolate brown and light orange 
Dark brown and orange 
Dark brown and orange; Imperf. 
Dark brown and red-orange, Perf. and 

1910 
1910-1916 
1917-1922 

Imperf. 1917-1922 
Black-brownand red-orange, Perf. andimperf. 1917-1922 
Horizontal Chalk-net: 
Dark-brown and light red-orange 
Dark brown and dark red-orange 
Brown and red-orange 

Flaws on 1 Rouble Sheets: 

1920-1922 
1920-1922 
1920-1922 

The Huddy flaw on 1 Rouble, Hor. CK-N is on the 38th stamp and shows a heavy stroke joining 
the Y and B of RUB. It occurs only on PN 6. 

Sheet of 1 R. with PN 3-9 has stamp No. 3 and No. 4 with BL accentuated and tied to Y. 
Also PN I has some of same joinings of Y and B, but they do not show the Huddy flaw. 

I 

II 

III PN 8-A 
PN 9-3 

Some 1 Rouble-Measurements in mm. 

Pane 
Hor. Vert. 

137 X 254.3 
135 X 254. 

Stamp 

26.8 X 31 
Int.6 x .8 
26.8 X 31.3 
lnt.5 x .5 
26.7 X 31.3 

Frame 

21.1 X 25.7 

21.6 X 26. 

21.5 X 26 
21.3 X 25.5 

Fr. Int. 

6. X 6.2 

6.2 X 6.2 

5.6 X 5.9 
5.9 X 5,9· 
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II 

Ill 

I 
II 

III 

IV 

I 

II 

III 

3 Rouble 50 Kop. 

1917 -3 R. 50 Kop. with crossed double V's stamps with outer frame. Vert. chalk-net 
8-5/8 x 10-15/16, Perf. and lmperf. 

1920 -3 R. 50 Kop. Chalk-net 8-3/4 x 11.zl3/16 or 11-7/8 in. 

1920 -3 R. 50 Kop. 50 stamps, 5 horizontal rows of 10 each. Hor. chalk-net 8-5/8 x 
11-3/4. 

Shades and colours: 
Vertical chalk-net 

Copper-red and light green 
Dark-brown red and green 
Dark-brown red and light green 
Dark-brown red and green 
Chestnut brown and green 

Perf. 12½ (Perm) 
Horizontal chalk-net 

Dark-brown red and light green 
Dark-brown red and green 

5 Rouble 

1917 
1917 
1918-1923 
1918-1923 
1918-1923 

1919 

1918-1923 
1918-1923 

1915 -Block of 25, Hor. Wmk. Chalk-net 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 (?) 
-No Chalk-net (used only, for sheet with O.P. for China). 

1917 -with crossed double V's Vert. Wmk. 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 CK-N, 3 control dots set 
in a triangle. 

1920 -With crossed double V's, 3 control dots in horizontal line; 9-5/8 x 11-3/4; Vert. 
CK-N. 

Shades and colours: 
Blue and light green, oval light blue 
Dark blue and light green, oval, light blue 
Blue and light green, oval light blue 
Indigo blue and light green, oval light blue 

12-1/2-1919 (Perm) 
Error: Fr. Blue, Bg. Yellow, approx. 

7 Rouble 

1915 
1917-1922 Perf. and lmperf. 
1918-1922 
1917- I 922 Perf. and lmperf. 

1920 

1917 -No outer band; with double crossed V's, 3 control dots in Hor. line; Imperf.; 
8-5/8 x 10-15/16 (?) CK-N. Perf. 13.5; CK-N Vert. 

1920 -Perf. with outer band-double crossed V's, 3 control dots in Hor. line; 9-5/8 x 
11-13/16 CK-N. Vert. 

I 920 -50 stamps in 5 Horizontal rows of 10 each-unembossed has outside band, and 
with crown top cut off on some part of the sheet, but not on all; 8-5/8 x ll-3/4 
CK-N. Hor. 

Shades and colours: 
Vertical chalk-net 
Light green and rose 
Dark blue-green and rose 
Dark green and rose 
Dark green and dark rose 
Horizontal chalk-net 
Dark green and dark rose 
Dark green and light rose 
Sizes: 23-1/2 x 30 for T. 2 

24-1/2 x 29 for T. 1 (1917-1918) 

1917 T . l 
1917 T. l 
1918-1922 T. 2 
1918-1922 T. 2 

1920-1922 T. 2 
1920-1922 T. 2 
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I 
II 

III 

IV 

10 Rouble 
1915 -Block of 25 
1915 -Block of 25 
1917 -Block of 50 with double crossed V's 

a-unretouched lmperf. 
b-retouched Perf. 
8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in. Vert. CK-N. 

1920 -Chalk-net 9 x 11-3/16 in.-retouched; Perf; Vert. CK-N. 
Shades and colours: 

Red and yellow, oval grey 
Bright red and yellow, oval light grey 
Bright red and yellow, oval grey, Perf. 

Imperf. 
Bright red and yellow, oval dark grey 
Carmine and yellow, oval dark grey 
Dark raspberry-red and yellow, oval 

grey 
12-1/2 (Perm) oval azure 

Without chalk-net (1920) 

and 

1915 
1918-1922 

1917-1922 
1918-1922 
1918-1922 

dark 
1917-1922 
1919-1922 

Error: Fr. Carmine, Bg., light green, approx. 1920 

Flaws on 10 Rouble Sheets: 
In explanation of a typographical flaw: The joined UB (Sklarevski); the case of tile 10 Rouble 

the Stackelberg retouch; the Huddy flaw, and the normals (all with crossed double V's), in relation to diff
erent plate printings, are related as follows: 

1. The lmperf. sheet (1917) has more of a rose-carmine and orange-yellow colour; has the Huddy 
flaw, stamps Nos. 35 and 42, but shows both stamp No. 2 and No. 49 regular; printed on 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 
inc. CK-N paper. 

2. Perf. sheet with deeper red, and orange-yellow colour, shows Sklarevski flaw absent from 
stamp No. 2; stamps No. 35 and 42 without the Huddy flaw and stamp No. 49 retouched. 

3. Perf. sheet with deeper red, and orange-yellow colour shows the Sklarevski flaw on stamp 
No. 2, and the retouch of stamp No. 49. 

All these sheets have missing gum on Rt. and all are Wmk. Vert. Rt. 
Two sheets with 8-15/16 x 11-15/16 in. CK-N have the Sklarevski flaw (which was due to a damage 

to the plate) occurred in later printings on both the 8-5/8 x 10-15/16 in. and 9-3/4 x 11-3/4 in. paper, and 
hence were from the same plate. 

The imperforate sheet, however, was from a separate plate. It was not the plate that was retouched 
before the damage resulting in the third printing occurred to the plate from which the second printing 
was made, hence both the latter show the same retouch. 

For a list of other minor flaws of this value, reference is made to the excellent article of Edward 
F. Newman in B.J. of R.P. 27, p. 13 to 16 inclusive. 

THE ZEMSTVO GAZETTEER (CONTINUED) 
Fred W. Speers 

PSKOV GOVERNMENT 
(Six zemstvo-issuing cities : Kholm, Novorzhev, Opochka, Ostrov, Porkhov and Pskov. A seventh, 

Toropetz, issued only stamped envelopes). 
Period of zemstvo activity within the government: 1871-1913. 
The government of Pskov, located in the lake region of northwest Russia, is bounded by those of 

St. Petersburg, Novgorod, Tver, Smolensk, Vitebsk and Livonia. There are about 850 lakes in the govern
ment, largest of which is Lake Pskov, connected by a channel with Lake Peipus, 30 miles to the north
west. There are numerous rivers, chief among them being the Velikaya to the northwest, the navigable 
Lovat and the Shelon rivers draining into Lake Ilmen in the middle of the government and the West Dvina, 
used for floating timber, toward the south. The soil is largely infertile with large stretches of sand, clays 
and peat bogs. Extensive marshes are found, particularly in the west. Climate is moist and changeable. 
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Area: 17,064 square miles. Population: 1,135,639 in 1897; 1,275,300 in 1906. 
Despite infertility of the soil, some 30 per cent of the total area was under cultivation. Principal 

crops were rye, oats, barley, peas, potatoes and hemp. Grain, except for oats, had to be largely imported. 
Other sources of income included fishing, weaving of linen and woollens, ship building, timber cutting 
and the making of woodenwares. Th-=:re was considerable limestone quarrying. Tobacco factories, 
distilleries, sawmills and breweries wer.-: other industries. 

Pskov, formerly a sister republic of Novgorod, during the 11th and 12th centuries was disputed 
territory between the Russians, German,:; and Lithuanians. For a time it was held first by the Order of 
Sword-Bearers and then in the 13th century by the Teutonic Order of Knights. In 1510, Basil Ivanovich, 
prince of Moscow, annexed it. 

Principal town, other than thos~ mentioned above, is Velikiye Luki, which had a population of 
8,481 in 1897. 

Kholm (Pskov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1906-1913. 
Kholrn, located along the north-east boundary of Pskov government close to the dividing line with 

Novgorod government, is in one of the few pine-forested areas of the government. It lies between the 
Lovat and Kunja rivers· and on a road that links Toropetz with Staraya Russa. The chief town of its 
district, Kholm had a population of 5,899 in 1897. Cutting timber for ship building and floating it down 
the Lovat to Lake Ilrnen to the north was a principal occupation of the inhabitants. 

Stamps: Kholm was the last of the cities of Pskov government to issue zemstvo stamps and during 
the period of 1906-1910 only Pskov, Ostrov and Kholm were issuing them. Kholm's sole issue of stamps, 
which appeared in five printings, were all of the St. Petersburg "key plate" variety, Ardatov type. The 
coat of arms shield showed the cloud, hand; lion design of the Pskov government with a pile of what appear 
to be rocks beneath it, as in the earlier stamps of Opochka. Although only two values-I and 3 kopeks
appeared, they appeared in a total of five different colours, all solid. Kholm is one of the few cities whose 
printing orders for stamps have been preserved intact (vide Schmidt). The years, values, colours and 
numbers printed are: 1906, 3 k, yellow green, 6,375; 1908, 1 k, yellow brown, 12,700; 1909, 3 k, green, 
5,750; 1911, 3 k dark blue, 15,700, and 1913, 1 k, carmine rose, 11,700. 

Novorzhev (Pskov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1891 
Novorzhev, in the south central section of the government, lies 65 miles southeast of the capital 

city of Pskov with which it was joined by a road. Although it was located in one of the least infertile 
areas of the government, principal occupation of its inhabitants was limestone quarrying. Between 
1875 and 1896, both peasants and merchants of this district were busily increasing their landholdings at 
the expense of the nobility who were disposing of m"Jch of their holdings under the then newly-promul
gated law reform laws. Although Novorzhev was the chief town of its district, its population in 1897 
was only 2,973. 

Stamps: Only two issues, both of somewhat similar design, were printed in January 1891. Both 
featured a six-pointed Star of David with a large figure "5"' for 5 kopeks value in its centre. The second 
design had figure 5s in each of the four corners. Both appeared in shades of dark lilac and both were 
lithographed and perforated 11 ,\. From 1893 mail was forwarded free. In 1907. a further 3 stamps, 
typographed on coloured .08 mm. paper, were issued, b:.it their status whether for postal or fiscal purposes 
is not known. 

Opochka (Pskov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1876-1900 
Opochka, which in 1897 had a population of 5,658, lies in the southern section of Pskov govern

ment about 80 miles south-east of the city of Pskov. The land in the area was of poor quality and 
scattered marshes necessitated what agriculture there was to be done on strips of land between them. Flax 
was the most common crop. There was some limestone quarrying in the district. Opochka's economy 
and history were closely tied with those of the city of Pskov with which it was linked by road as the Pskov
Vilna railway by-passed it to the west. 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 32 Page 41 



Stamps: Opochka emitted four principal issues of stamps appearing in two designs. Although 
the first design was small ( I 8 by 21 ½ mm.) and the second somewhat larger (23 by 33), both had in common 
an oval band bearing the inscription identifying the stamp as being a zemstvo and giving the value of 5 
kopeks. The later stamps also had the figure "5" in each corner. The first stamp, which appeared in 
two very similar forms, has in its centre a shield giving the town's name; the later ones put the town's 
name on a side border strip and displayed a coat of arms in the centre shield. Its upper half showed the 
conventional cloud, hand and lion arms of Pskov while the lower half shows what appears to be a crude 
monument or pile of rocks. All of Opochka's stamps, which were lithographed and appear in solid shades 
of blue, grey, red or orange, were of 5 kopeks value. 

Ostrov (Pskov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1875-1910 
Ostrov, chief city of one of the eight districts which comprise the government of Pskov, lies in the 

western part of the government 30 miles south of the capital city. It is on the St. Petersburg-Vilna rail
way which also provides a direct link with Pskov. Ostrov, which had a population of 6,252 in 1897, was 
principally engaged in raising, processing and trading of flax raised in its district. Ostrov and its district 
passed under control of Pskov when the latter asserted its independence of Novgorod in 1348. Follow
ing the intermittent wars of the 15th and 16th centuries it slipped under complete domination of Moscow 
through the conquests of Peter the Great. 

Stamps: Ostrov emitted five issues of stamps, appearing in four designs. Like the first two issues 
of Pskov which had appeared four years previously, Ostrov's first two designs were lozenge-shaped and 
very similar to those of Pskov except for the town name. Like those of Pskov they were designed by M. 
Chare of St. Petersburg. All of Ostrov's stamp designs featured the cloud, hand and lion coat of arms 
of the Pskov government. Ostrov's first rectangular stamp showing the coat of arms framed with elabor
ate side panels was copied three years later except for the arms by Lebedin in Kharkov government. This 
stamp, designed and produced in St. Petersburg, is the prototype of the Ostrov example of the "key plate" 
designs issued by the Government Printing Office. Ostrov's final stamp was an elaborate five-colour 
lithographed production using as its colours black, blue, orange, lilac-rose and green. Ostrov issued 
only 3 and 5 kopek values. 

Porkhov (Pskov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1876-1902 
Porkhov, which lies in the east central section of the government, is about 40 miles due east of Pskov 

on the Pskov-Rybinsk railway. The north-easterly flowing Sheldon river which feeds into Lake Ilmen, 50 
miles away, passes just west of the city and the north-south St. Petersburg-Luga-Velikiye highway passes 
through it. The community, which had a population of 5,573 in 1897, is located in one of the govern
ment's few forested areas. There is some agriculture with flax and barley being principal crops. Fish
ing, tanning of leather and the making of wooden wares which were shipped to fairs in nearby larger com
munities formed occupations for the residents. Remains of old watch towers and ramparts for guard
i ng the city during the Middle Ages still exist. 

Stamps: Porkhov lists three principal issues of stamps, the first in several printings, and they 
appeared in two chief designs. Both designs were rectangular in format and both featured a shield with 
the upper half showing the Pskov cloud, hand and lion coat of arms and the lower half depicting a twin
turreted castle wall. Colours were solid violet, blue or red. All were of 5 kopeks value and each design 
had the figure "5" in each of its four corners. 

Pskov (Pskov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1871-1910 
Pskov, capital of the government of the same name, is located in the extreme north-west corner of 

the government. It is on the banks of two small rivers, the Velikaya and the Pskov, at the foot of Lake 
Peipus, sometimes called the Peipus Sea. It is at the intersection of the St. Petersburg-Vilna and Riga
Staraya Russa railways, 170 miles southwest of St. Petersburg and 245 miles north-west of Moscow. It is 
largely a trading centre whose importance and population declined (from 60,000 in 15th century to 30,424 
in 1897) as those of St. Petersburg and Moscow grew. Pskov exported flax, tar, corn, tallow, pitch and 
lumber while importing silks, woollens and manufactured goods. Most of its buildings were poorly 
built ones of wood. 
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The city dates back to the time of Rurik and was reportedly founded in 992. As early as the 13th 
century it was an important station for the trade between Novgorod a!ld Riga. In the 15th century it 
was a member of the 1-bns~.tic League. After being taken by Russi<'. in the 16th century, Pskov was 
converted into a fortress city against the Poles and Swedes by Peter the Great. Its kremlin is the site of 
a great Trinity Cathedral, honouring the Grand Duchess Olga who in the 10th century espoused the Christ
ian religion . . 

Stamps: Pskov, which with Toropetz was the first city of the government to engage in zemstvo 
postal activity, had 13 principal issues of stamps appearing in 15 chief designs. All had as a prominent 
feature the coat of arms showing a hand pointing downward from a cloud to a lion facing left. The arms 
usually were displayed beneath a crown. Early stamps were lozenge-shaped and engraved but from 1877 
lithography was employed and rectangular formats were later adopted. When lithography was employed, 
two and three colour stamps were emitted. Values were I, 3, 5, 10 and 40 kopeks. In 1892, Pskov 
issued a postcard of I ½ kopek value. 

Toropetz (Pskov Government) 

Issuing Periods: 1871-1878, 1897 

Toropetz, which had a population of 7,489 in 1897, is located in the extreme south-eastern section 
of Pskov government, approximately 150 miles south-east of the government's capital. It is in one of the 
few forested areas of the government and is located on the Toropa river close to Lake Sokolniki. It is 
served by the railway which links it with Ostashkov to the north-east and Velikiye to the west. Timber 
cutting and fishing were principal occupations of the inhabitants. 

Toropetz issued two sets of handstamped envelopes, both of typeset design with the first showing 
a crudely done tower with a door and two windows above it and flag flying to the right. Values were 5 
and 10 kopeks. The second appeared in 1897 with the figures for that year in the centre, but no value, 
but the size of the envelope determined the value (either 5 or 10 kopeks). The zemstvo post had closed 
in 1878 and the second set of envelopes appeared when it was reopened for about a year in 1897. Ink 
colours were either black or blue. 

(To be continued) 

A NEW PUBLICATION 

Members will be interested to learn that Mr. I. L. G. Baillie has written a new handbook on the 
Shagiv Definitive Stamps of the Ukraine. This work, of considerable interest to many memh~rs, will, 
it is hoped, appear later this year. The volume will be letterpress printed, and will be copiously illus
trated. 

Mr. Baillie advises us that B.S.R.P. members will have the opportunity of purchasing copies at a 
special pre-publication price. Readers who wish to order copies for delivery when published are advised 
to write to Mr. I. L. G. Baillie, 8 Cote Park, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 
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SOME B.S.R.P. PUBLICATIONS 

Part One. 

Part Two. 

Part Three. 

Part Four. 

Part Five. 

"THE TRIDENT ISSUES OF THE UKRAINE" 

KIEV. (Revised edition 1962). Revised and Rewritten by C. W. Roberts and 
Dr. R. Seichter. Illustrations by I. L. G. Baillie. 
Price 15/- plus 6d. postage. (2.30 Dollars). 

ODESSA. Now out of print and unavailable. 

KHARKOV, EKATERINOSLAV, AND POLTAVA. 

PODOLIA, AND POSTAL STATIONERY. 

SPECIAL ISSUES 

By C. W. Roberts (1953) 

By C. W. Roberts (1955) 

By C. W. Roberts (1957) 

Parts III, IV, and V are each priced at 12/6 plus 6d. postage (2.00 Dollars), 
but to B.S.R.P. members these particular volumes are still obtainable 
at the privileged price of 10/6 plus 6d. postage. (1.60 Dollars). 

Extra copies of the plates of Parts I, IV, and V are still available at 2/6, 2/- and 1/6 respectively, if ordered 
with the books, otherwise please add postage. 

All orders for the Ukraine books should be sent, with remittance, to Mr. C. W. Roberts, Shepton House, 
Shepton Beauchamp, Nr. Ilminster, Somerset. 

POST AND TELEGRAPH MAP OF ASIATIC RUSS/A-1914 

A map compiled in 1914 by the Chief Administration of the Posts and Telegraphs Department. 
Reduced in size from the original, and printed on two ~beets, each approximately 14ins. x 14ins., together 
with a list of Conventional Signs. 

The map is of considerable use to the Collector of Russian Issues Used Abroad, and of stamps 
bearing cancellations of towns, villages, or railways of Asiatic Russia. Indications are given of all Post
Telegraph and Post Offices, with the status of each; Postal Routes; Post Roads; Railway Stations-whether 
or not undertaking postal operations; steamer routes; and many other items. 

Copies arc still available, price 3/6, each set, postage free. Would American readers please for
ward one dollar bill. and request two sets, so as to eliminate handling of small amounts in foreign currency. 
Orders. with remittance. should be sent to Mr. P. T. Ashford, 79a Victoria Road, Warminster, Wilts, 
England. 
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