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PRE-STAMP MARKINGS OF IMPERIAL RUSSIA 

F. Julius Fobs and Kurt Adler 

We submit herewith lists of pre-adhesive markings of both small and large cities of Russia and areas 
under its control. We illustrate those in the Fohs, Wortman and Adler collections, and list those known 
to us from the Snegireff and Liphschutz collections, using the first letter of each name to distinguish owner
ship and source. This gives a representative presentation of the early cancellations. It is also historical 
since it shows the effective dates of German, French and Russian language influence by the alphabet used, 
as well as types of cancels. 

We have also illustrated from the work by Tchilinghirian and Stephen, "Stamps of the Russian 
Empire Used Abroad" handstamps marked T-S, and those listed and partially illustrated; also some 
from Prigara's handbook marked P, and some from Rossica No. 54, and The British Journal of Russian 
Philately, No. 21, previously published by Adler. The colour of the handstamp is usually black; in 
some early instances, red; in others both red and black in the same year. 

The first St. Petersburg and Moscow stamped envelopes appeared in 1845 and the first Russian 
envelopes in 1848, hence we have set these as limit dates for their pre-adhesive cancellations. 

M. Liphschutz has some earlier dated letters in his collection without cancellations. He also has 
two covers listing amounts paid for service in cities. Some letters arriving from abroad have only receipt 
cancellations. 

First cancellations were in a single line, usually in small capital letters, followed by larger capitals; 
also in large letters and in italics. In general, single-line handstamps appeared from 1766 to about 183 I. 
These are in three languages: (I) Early ones -were .in French on letters from 1766 to 1808, and to 1822 
inclusive, (2) Next in German, 1807 to 1848 and (3) Finally in the Russian alphabet beginning with the 
year 1803 for Moscow, 1808 for St. Petersburg, and 1807 for Riga. They vary from small size letters to 
the larger letters of the words Libau, Narva and Wilna; usually, but not always capitals. 

Two-line handstamps-early ones are still in German. The first in Russian alphabet appears about 
1821; these last through 1847 and later. The first box or frame appears on a single-line cancel in 1768, 
but double-lines boxed first appear in 1838, and are frequent to 1847 and later. 

The first of double-circles appeared in 1827 with Riga in Russian letters above and in German 
(or Latin) letters below (bi-lingual). Of these we list a large number. Other types and double-circles 
appear for St. Petersburg with single and double stars below in 1829 and 1822 and Moscow without star 
in 1826. Double circles with Postal district No. 1 appeared in 1825, and reached No. 14 by 1848 and 
No. 44 by 1920. Double circle for Odessa and Taganrog with "wreath" below appeared in 1826 and 
1846. A single-circle type for St. Petersburg appeared in 1837, and the single-oval type in 1844. Receipt 
cancels for Warsaw are the small-circle type of No. 22 and the two-line type of No. 33. The box with 
parallel-lined top appears for St. Petersburg in 1837 and Taganrog in 1847. 

During the eighty years CO\"ered by these markings all types were in use except the later dated diamond
shaped of Odessa and St. Petersburg, and the dot cancellations which were used from 1858 to 1875, partly 
for cities and towns and partly for use abroad. However, most cancellations have since been resolved 
to single and double circles. The hexagonal for post-wagons were also later. 

Use of "Parakhod" or its abbreviation probably indicates use for a steamer even when town from 
which cancelled lies inland. 

Our table lists St. Petersburg, Moscow, Odessa, Riga, Warsaw, Libau, Mitau, and other cities and 
towns, and gives types known to us from the collections named at the bottom of the table. Unfortunately, 
some of the owners did not have the time to fully detail their covers. We list all those seen by us. 
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St. Petersburg 

L No Cancellation 1747 
l A Single line, French, St. Petersbourg 1766 41 x 3 mm. 
l s Single line, French 1766 41 x 3 mm. 

L No Cancellation to Holland 1766 
s Single-line box 1766 
L One-line, red 1783 
L One line 1784 

l s Single line 1788 
l s Single line 1791 4 x 3 mm. 

A Single line 1793 
4 F Single line 1803 2.5 mm. high 

F Single line 1804 
p Pl. VI No. 32 1804 

8 F St. Petersbourg, French 1808 4mm.high 
A Single line, Russian 1808 
p Single line 1808 
F Single line 1809 
F Single line 1811 
p Single line 1814 

2 F, A, W. Sanct Petersbourg, one line, French 1813 
p Single Line 1820 3 mm. high 

43 F, A Double circle, 2 stars below 1822 4 mm. high 
56 A Otdyelenye, l, Circle 1824 

A Two line, small 1825 
p One line, Russian 1829 31 mm. high 

46 F Double circle, 5 pointed star at bottom 1829 
A Double circle 1831 

18 F Two lines, Russian 1832 
F Two lines, Russian 1832 

21 F Two lines 1834 
91 w Two lines, Russian 1835 
63 A Otdyelenye 2, Double Circle, Russian 1835 
48 p S.P. Burg, single circle, P. Pl. VIII, No. 

14, Russian 1837 
w Small box with double top line like No. 54 1837 
A Same 1837 
A Two lines, box, red 1838 
A Two lines, box, red 1839 
A Double upper lined box 1840 
F Two lines in box 1841 42 X 15 mm. 
w Like 48, single circle 1841 

37 F Box, Russian 1841 43 X 15.5 mm. 
37 F, A Two lines, box 1842 

A Oval, like P., PI. IX, No. 12 1842 
49 F Oval, Russian 1844 31 x 22 mm. 
39 F Large box 1844 55 x 16.5 mm. 

F Circle 1844 
62 w Circle 1844 
60 w Boxed, Town Post 1833 
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Moscow 

s Moscow, August, French 1785 
s Moscow, December, French 1785 
s Moscow, April, French 1787 
L Moscow, French 1787 

68 A Moskva, one line, Russian, red 1791 
10 A Moscov, one line, French 1792 

A Moskva, one line, italics, Russian red 1803 
10 A Moscov, one line, French, red 1805 

L Moskva, Russian, red 1806 
10 A Moscov, one line, French, red 1808 
67 A Moskva, one line, Russian 1808 
10 A Moscov, one line, French, red 1809/10 
10 F Moscov, one line, French, red 1822 

F No cancel for Moscow 1812 
58 A Double circle, Moskva, Russian 1825 
45 F Moskva, double circle, Russian 1826 22.5 x 32.5 mm. 

A Moskva, double circle, Russian 1825/30 
F Moscov, Russian, red 1831 
L Moscou, red 1827 

45 A Circle 1825 
L Moscou, red 1826 

45 A Moscau, German, red 1830, 1833 
L Moscou, German, red 1836 
L Moscou, German, red 1844 
L Moscov, one line, German, red 1827 
L Mockva, two lines, Russian 1833 

24 F Mockva, two lines, Russian 1834 23 x 8.5 mm. 
22 F Moscov, two lines 1837 26.5 X 9 mm. 

top line Moscov 4 x 26.5 mm. 
date line 2 X 3 X 24.5 mm. 

F Moscow via St. Petersburg 1838 
A Two lines 1840 

22 A Two lines, Moskau, German, red 1841 
A Two lines, like below 1844 

23 F Two lines 1845 37.5 x 10 mm. 
top line 24.5 x 3 mm. 
date line 37.5 x 3-4.5 mm. 

22 A Moscow, German 1847 
A Moscow, two lines, German, red 1848 

Riga 

87 w Box, triple-lined, single line with leafed 
wreath, German 1783 

L Single line, German 1784 
87 w Single line, German 1785 
13 W, L Single line, German 1788 

A Two lines, KP. extremely rare 1807 
13 w Single line, German 1814 
59 w Single circle, with KP-horsepost 1817 
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59 
13 
13 
42 
42 

58 

42 

88 
20 
32 
90 

36 

93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
41 

11 
82 
44 

98 

115 

118 

Page 6 

A 
A 
W, A 
W,A 
F 

F 

w 

w 
F 
A, F 
A 
A 
A 
A 
F 
A 
w 
w 
w 
w 
w 
F 

A 
F,A 
A 
F,A 
E 
E 
A 

A 
A 
A 
A 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 

Circle (rare) with KP-horsepost 
Circle 

Red (also known in black) 
Double circle, bilingual, Russian and 

1818 
1825 
1826 
1827 

German 1828 
Double circle, bilingual, date inverted, 

Russian above, German below 1829 
Double circle, bilingual, date inverted 

Russian above, German below (date 
not inverted 1827 /8) 1830 

Two lines, red 1832 
Two lines, red 1832 
Two lines, German, red 1832 
Two lines, Russian, red 1833 
Two lines, small numerals, box, red 1837 
Two lines, box 1838 
Two lines, box 1839 
Two lines, box, Russian 1841 
Received, two lines, box, Russian 1845 
Two lines, boxed, Russian 1844 
Two lines, boxed, Russian 1844 
Two lines, boxed, Russian 1846 
Large box, two lines, Russian 1846 
Two lines, Russian 1846 
Large box, two lines, Russian 1847 

Libau 

1807 
Single line, German, red 1808 
Single line, German, boxed in 1809 
Double circle, bi-lingual 1825 
Double circle, bi-lingual 1827 
Double circle, bi-lingual 1831 
Double circle, bi-lingual, Russian, day 

and month on top of year 1828 
Two lines, red 1832 
Two lines, bi-lingual, Russian (Libava) 1843 
Two lines, Russian 1843 
Two lines, Russian 1843 

German, one line 
One line, German 
Russian, one line 
One line, KK, rare 
Boxed, single line 
Boxed, four lines 
Date line, German 
KP, oval 
Date line below year 

Mitau 

1806 
1807 
1808 

1818 
1822 
1825 
1833 
1842 

21 X 6 mm. 

22 X 32 mm. 
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99 
47 

35 

30 
27 

33 
29 

16 
15 

44 

50 

114 
44 

14 

106 

51 
102 
44 

A 
F, W 
A 
F 
F 
F 
F 
F 
F 

s 
F 
F, L 
A 
W, A 
T, S 
T, S 
F 
A 
F 
T, S, A 

A 
A 
A 
F 
F 
F, A 
T, S 
T, S 
T, S 
T, S 
F 
A 
p 
A 
A 
A 
F 
F 
A 
A 

Odessa 

One line 
Double circle with wreath below 
Double circle with wreath below 
Double circle with wreath below 
Heavy box, double line 
Heavy box, double line 
Heavy box, double line 
Semi-oval 
Two lines 

Warsaw, Poland 

Two lines, red 
Receipt cancel, small circle, red 

1815 
1830 and 1826 
1835 
1836 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1845 
1848 

1826 
1835 

Miscellaneous Cities and Towns 

Arkhangel 1789 
Abo, Finland (No cancel) 1822 
Reva!, Estonia, Single line 1805 
Reva!, Estonia, Single line 1807 
Reva!, Estonia, Single line 1808 
Bucharest, single line 1828-34 
Bucharest, two lines 1833 
Pernov, single line, Russian 1805 
Pernov, bilingual 1841 
Pskov 1823 
Bielostok, two lines, Russian 1832 
Kerch Enikol, two lines 1848 
Dorpat, one line, boxed, German 1809 
Dorpat, bilingual 1829 
Dorpat, Received C 1829 
Dorpat, two lines, boxed, received 1831 
Dorpat, two lines, boxed, received 1832 
Dorpat, Polcheno, two lines 1834 
Fokshany, one line, Russian 1829 
Jassy, one line, Russian 
Jassy, two lines. Russian 1841 
Jassy, Polycheno 1846 
Narva, one line. German 
Narva, two lines 1843 
Mariupol 1839 
Mariupol, two lines 1840 
Novogrudok. two lines 1841 
Minsk, Russian , one line 1805 
Minsk, box, two lines 1839 
Minsk, box, two lines 1844 
Arensburg, one line, Russian 1810 
Vindava, bi-lingual 1828 
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42 X 14 mm. 
20 x 13 mm. 
34 X 9 mm. 

30 x 10 mm. 
18.5 dia. mm. 

5 mm. high 

32 X 6 mm. 

30 x 7 mm. 

28 X 4 mm. 
13 X 3 mm. 
21.5 X 7 mm. 
36 X 8 mm. 
8 mm. high 

2.5 mm. high 
34 mm. 
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42 

53 

48 
44 

77 

80 
83 

101 

103 
28 

112 

100 
101 
104 

3 
105 
107 
108 
111 

109 
55 

110 

120 
61 
73 

113 
116 
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F 
A 
A 
A, p 

A 
A 
A 

A 
A 

A 
A 

A 
F 
p 
A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
L 
A 
L 
A 

A 
w 
A, M 

A 
A 
A 
A 
A 
F 
A 
A 
A,M 
A,M,W 
A,M 
A, M 
L, p 
A 

A 
A 
A, W 
A 
A,M 
A 

Vindava, bi-lingual 
Tukkum 
Tukkum 

1831 
1831 
1847 

Taganrog, double circle, with 
below 

Taganrog, bilingual 
Vitebsk, bilingual 
Vitebsk, two lines 
Kovrin 

wreath 
1846 
1843 
1823 
1848 
1810 

Kiev 
Shrunden, single line, red 
Dubno, boxed, one line 
Cvenuryan 
Nyezvyezh 
Kremenchug, one line 
Goldingen, one line, German 
Goldingen 
Wiborg, Finland, one line, italics 
Peddrus, Russian, one line 
Doblen, oval, date in manuscript 
Post Hilchensfehr, oval 
Radomysl, bilingual 
Post Ncuer Mublen, oval 
Post Neuer Mublen, oval 
Kazan 
Post Ohger, oval 
Ostrog,one-line, Russian 
Friedrichstadt, circle, day 

manuscript 
Bolderaa, two lines 
Bratslav, single line 

and month 

Vilkomir, Russian, italics, one line 
Lida, Russian, mixed capitals and small 
letters, one line 
Bobrinsk, one line 
Frauenburg, two lines 
Berdichev, Russian, one line 
Kremenchug, Russian, one line 
Kharkov, one line, Russian 
Pernau 
Pernau, one line, Russian 
Jacobstadt, one line, German 
Grodno, one line, Russian 
Grodno, larger, one line, Russian 
Grodno, one line, box 
Brest, Russian, one line 
Wilna, italics, one line 
Wilna, italics, Russian 
Wilna, one line, red 
Wilna two lines, part italics, Russian 
Wilna, double circle 
Vladimir 
Vindava, two lines 
Lida, one line, Russian mixed letters 
Skobrin, two lines, Russian 

1809 

1827 
1809 
1797 
1820 
1841 
1822 
Early 
1840 
1838 
1834 
1834 
1846 
1797 
1834 
1795 

1845 
1839 

1830 

1816 
1836 

1797 
1798 

1808 
1820 

1845 

1809 

1839 
1844 
1840 
1816 

43 x 6 mm. 
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117 A, M 
A, M 
W, A 

119 A 
118 A 

A, M 

A 
85 A, M 

53 F 
A 

54 F 

Lomza, two lines, German 
Uman, one line, Russian 
Slohim, Russian 
Slohim, Russian, two lines 
Slohim, two lines 
Berdichev, one line, Russian early 

century 
Kiev 
Kiev, three lines 
Telshi, one line 
Taganrog, single line 

19th 

Taganrog, with wreath, double circle 
Taganrog, with wreath 

1841 
1846 
1848 

1847 
1811 
1822 
1843 
1846 
1847 

53 F 

A 

Taganrog, box, double line top 
Taganrog, double circle with 

below 
Sventiapy, one line, boxed 

wreath 
1846 
1827 

97a P Tiflis, oval, double circle, year 
inverted 

OWNERSHIP: 

F 
A 
L 
p 

T-S 
w 
s 
E 

- F. J. Fohs, Houston 
- K. Adler, New York 
- M. Liphschutz, Paris 
- Prigara Handbook 
- Tchilinghirian-Stephen's Handbook "Used Abroad" 
- Dr. A. H. Wortman, London 
- Dr. L. S. Snegireff, Belmont, Mass. 
- Estka, Chicago 

"THE SHAGIV ISSUES OF THE UKRAINE" 

1854 

15.5 x 37.5 mm. 

The handbook on the Shagiv issues of the Ukraine written by I. L. G. Baillie has now appeared, 

and copies can be obtained from Mr. Baillie at 8, Cote Park, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, price Eighteen 

shillings (U.S. and Canada: Two Dollars and Fifty Cents), 

The book is printed in similar style to the Journal, and contains a special inset of 16 pages of charts 

and illustrations, extra copies of which can be purchased separately. 

As the edition is strictly limited, readers are urged to order their copies without delay. The hand

book will be reviewed in the next Journal. 
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"USED ABROAD" CHR.ONICLE-VI 

S. D. Tchilinghirian 
The many fresh names of contributors in recent instalments of this Chronicle show that the number 

of serious collectors specialising in the "Used Abroad" field is constantly increasing, and their hunt for 
material is resulting in a richer harvest than ever. This sixth instalment again has to be limited to the 
more prominent items-some of which actually deserve much more space than could be given to them 
here-nevertheless its length is likely to cause apprehensions to Editor Ashford, and it is perhaps appropri
ate that a few suggestions should be offered in an effort to find a remedy to this state of affairs: 

(a) in Journal No. 32, our Editor managed the feat of squeezing in a one-page illustration of Mr. 
Maslowski's Peking cover. This is a kind of performance that cannot be repeated too often, however 
there are this time three items which deserve equal treatment, these being Prof. Winterstein's Charjuy 
postcard of 1887, Mr. Bulak's Money Order from Dalny, and Dr. Stoyanoff's cover of Plovdiv and Chir
pan. Perhaps our Editor, who appears to be responsible for the "Outstanding Covers" feature, can devise 
some other means of giving due recognition to these extraordinary items, which really ought to be illus
trated and commented upon at greater length in our magazine; 

(b) primarily, this Chronicle is concerned with cancellations used in Russian P.O.s Abroad. It is 
however, inevitable that, at times, the stamps bearing such cancellations have outstanding features of 
their own, which far outweigh the merits of the cancellations. In recent months, two major instances 
come to mind, Mr. Peel's discovery of an "8" surcharge on the 10k. Levant 1872 vertically laid, and Mr. 
Freyman's find of a Kharbin 1920 2 cent surcharge in blue on a 4k. stamp (double and inverted). As the 
B.J.R.P. is nowadays the main"magazine ofrecord" for every aspect of Russian Postal History, it looks 
desirable that such items be dealt with in separate articles, by Dr. Wortman or other B.S.R.P. specialists 
qualified to express an opinion on them, and be pronounced genuine or forged, as the case may be, together 
with the reasons for or against them, and an account of their history if known. (Mr. E. G. Peel's 8/l0k. 
Levant 1872 vertically laid is the subject of a short article in this Journal and we shall be doing what we 
can to deal with the other items mentioned by Mr. Tchilinghirian, perhaps in the next edition of the Journal. 
Ed.). 

Reverting now to fresh finds (up to May 1963): 

(1) ROUMELIA 

Dr. V. Stoyanoff has notified a stampless cover sent from PLOVDIV to CHIRPAN, and bearing 
on the front and back respectively, the cancellations of these two localities, in the Russian types with 
POSHT A at top and name of town at bottom. These are the first examples seen so far in the type con
cerned, and are illustrated in Figs. 110 and 111. The Plovdiv type will have followed the bilingual date
stamp in Type 1 (Fig. 77 in Part 1). 

(2) KERASSUNDE 

Readers will be aware of the great rarity of Type 3 of this office (with PORT KERASUND at top). 
This writer cannot recall having seen more than one incomplete example of this marking, in Blue, from 
which Fig. 108 in Part II had been reconstructed. Now, Prof. Winterstein has submitted an almost 
complete impression of this elusive marking, in hitherto unrecorded Black, on 2pi. ROPIT 1866 issue. 
The arrangement of the inscriptions is as in Fig. 112 hereafter (which replaces Fig. 108 in Part II). 

(3) CHIOS 

Messrs. Peel and Pritt have now identified a further date-stamp in Type 10 of this office, differing 
from Fig. 778 in the ornament at bottom, and in the year, which consists of 4 digits instead of 2 (Fig. 113). 
Recorded in Blue on tk. Levant 1879 (coll. Pritt) and 7k. same issue (coll. Peel), both horiz. laid. This 
fresh sub-type should now be listed as Type l0B. 

(4) HAIFA 
Fig. 114 illustrates a most sensational fresh find communicated by Mr. H. Irmann-Jacobsen, 

which will come as a surprise to the many Holy Land collectors. This is the large Type "CC" of HAIFA, 
hitherto unrecorded, and it appears in the form of a double-strike on pair of 25k. Russia l 909 issue, a 
stamp rarely seen with any Levant postmark. Colour: Violet. Date: June, 1911 (day illeiible). 
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(5) CRETE 

The cancellations of the Branch Offices of the Russian Post in Crete are usually met on the first or 
second Provisional issues. Mr: K. Freyman has now submitted a 1 met. rose of the 4th issue with the 
rare AMARI cancellation in Black. 

Apart from the Adler cover illustrated in Part VI, another cover from ROUSTIKA is now in the 
collection G. H. Torrey: it is franked with a pair of the I met. green 2nd issue, with postmark in Blue. 
Mr. Torrey also secured a loose 2 met. black, 2nd issue, with the KASTEL! cancellation in Blue. 

(6) SHIP MAIL IN THE LEV ANT 

The incomplete impression illustrated in Fig. 115 has been notified by Mr. Peel on a 3k. Russia 
1889, and is the first example to be recorded from a ship of the Firm S. & E. KARAPATNITZKY, of 
Odessa. Colour: Blue. The name of the ship, on the bottom line, is limited to two letters (the first one 
may well be an initial), and cannot be identified, but it does not appear to correspond to any of the six 
units listed by Lloyd's Register ~.s belonging to this Firm in 1914, and must therefore be of another ship 
disposed of earlier. 

Mr. A. Cronin submitted a !Ok. 1890 re-issue of Levant with the lower half of a single-circle similar 
to Fig. 278 in Part II, but with inscription at bottom readin~ KARANT.GAV. (instead of KONTORA 
in Fig. 278). These abbreviations should be for KARANTINSKY GAVAN, mea!ling "Quarantine 
Harbour" ("Gavan" is the Russian rendering of the Germ1n word "Hefen") (Fig. 116, incomplete). This 
marking must therefore have been used by the ROPIT clerks to cancel arriving mail on ships brought to 
the Quarantine Harbour of Odessa. What rt>m:1.ins to be clarified is whether this circular cancellation 
superseded the ovals in Figs. 275 and 276, or whether it remained in concurrent use with them. 

Mr. K. Adler notified a !Ok. Russia 1909 on postcard, with the cancellation of a German ship, the 
s/s PRINZESSIN SOPHIE CHARLOTTE. 

Mr. P. Lindenberg communicated an impressive array of Egyptian arrival cancellations on stamps 
of Russian Levant. The majority were "rettas", but the lot included inter alia the following fresh addit
ions to the Check-List on pages 559/560 : Type A-I (retta) on l0pa/2k. 1900; Type A-3 on lpi/lOk. 1910; 
Type PS-2 (Pleine Mer) on 2k. 1884; Type 0-11 (as Fig. 862, with serial "8" at sides) on !Ok. 1890. 

The Bulgarian mute "star" cancellation illustrated in Fig. 117 is usually found on the first issues 
of this country (1880s). Dr. Stoyanoff now reports two varieties of this mute canceller (in various col
ours: black, blue, violet or red) on the following Russian stamps : 2k. 1909, 7 and !Ok. Romanov, 2k. 1917 
Imperf., plus the l0pa./2k. Levant 19IO. The denominations cited are rather unexpected ones, and the 
fact that so many different colours have been recorded for this cancellation, cannot but raise doubts as to 
the actual status of these items, all the more so when one recalls the fate of the canceller of the Eastern 
Roumelian Railway (Fig. 83 in Part I). Unless legitimate covers turn up with this "star" postmark, the 
possibility that these cancellers may have passed into unauthorised hands cannot be lightly dismissed. 

-(7) KHOY (PERSIA) 

Two postcards secured by Mr. Adler allow to establish that a Russian Reserve F.P.O. No. 201 was 
operating in this Persian town during the First World War, and its marking is illustrated in Fig. I 18. These 
postcards were sent by an American nurse serving with a U.S. hospital unit under the Russian Red Cross; 
the earlier one, sent on 22.12.15 is a Persian stationery card with imprinted 5 shahi vignette, while the later 
one, sent on 17.8.16, is a Russian 3k. card with lk . adhesive added. In both cases, the stamps are can
celled with Fig. 118. 

(8) GUMBET-KABUZ 

Further denominations recorded comprise a pair of the 20k. 1909, a loose 35k. same issue, and a 
2 roubles Romanov, this latter with Type I in Blue dated 18.4.17. All secured by Mr. Maslowski, who 
seems intent on monopolising this Office, except the 35k. (ex Robson Lowe Sale 16.10.1962), which is 
now in the Blomfield collection. 
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(9) CHARJUY 
As stated in Part III (pages 240/242), the Russian P.O. in this key rail centre of the Khanate of 

Bukharn was opened at the end of 1886, but material of the early period was almost completely missing 
so far, although cancellations of the later years rank among the commoner of the Russian "Used Abroads." 
Owing to this absence of early material, the first date-stamp used by this office (Type IA with serial "1 ") 
had not yet been seen, and could not be illustrated. 

Prof. 0. Winterstein has now acquired a stationery postcard with an imprinted 3k. vignette in the 
1883 type, sent on 28 Aug./10 Sept. 1887 by a Frenchman (perhaps a railway technician?) to his gardener 
at Auxerre in France (apparently a stamp collector). The text is so interesting that it deserves being trans
lated in full: 

"Amou-Darya, 10 September, 1887" 
"Here is, my dear Emile, a postcard for your collection. You may be certain that the like 
of it is not often seen, dated from the territory of the Amir of Bukhara, although it bears 
a Russian stamp. To-day, great festivities on the immense river: the first steamship is to 
be launched. This evening, I shall be going back in the official train from Central Asia 
to the Caspian across the Kara-Kum desert, 1065 kilometers." Signed: E. Cotteau. 

This card was evidently written somewhere along the Amu-Darya river, but it was mailed at the 
nearest P.O., this being Charjuy-then terminal of the Transcaspian Railway-and the 3k. vignette is 
cancelled with the earliest date-stamp of this office, in Type IA, unrecorded so far, and now illustrated 
in Fig. 119. It will be noticed that the inscription at bottom reads POCHT. OTO., for "Otdyelenie," 
indicating that this establishment was then limited to a Postal Branch, while, by the time Type 1B (Fig. 
363 in Part III) was issued somewhat later, it had become a full Post & Telegraph Office. 

This postcard is, at this writing, the earliest material recorded from Charjuy, and is also the first 
known example of the 1883 issue (without thunderbolts) and of the date-stamp in Type IA. It also pro
vides important information regarding the date when Russian steamers began to operate on the Bukharan 
stretch of the Amu-Darya river. This unusual accumulation of extraordinary features makes it a most 
outstanding item, and Prof. Winterstein is to be congratulated on having unearthed such a gem. 

In contrast, later material from Charjuy is abundant, and the heavy volume of mail handled by this 
office appears to have necessitated frequent replacement of a worn date-stamp by another bearing the same 
serial letter. Five fresh sub-types have thus been submitted by several readers (Messrs. Blomfield, Liph
schutz, Maslowski, Peel, Rayhack, Winterstein, etc.) and are illustrated hereafter in Figs. 120 to 124. As 
will be seen, all are different from those illustrated in Part III. 

(10) KARSH! 

Another example of the very elusive date-stamp of this office, first recorded in B.J.R.P. 30 (Fig. 60), 
has been notified by Prof. Winterstein, this time on a 50k. Romanov, a stamp seldom met with "Used 
Abroad" cancellations. 

(11} KATTA-KURGAN 
A copy of the 7k. 1883 issue, with the rare Type IC (Fig. 373, Part III) has been secured by Mr. 

Blomfield, while material in the collection J. Barry provides evidence that Type 3A (with serial "a") was 
still in use by November, 1921, under the Soviet regime. 

(12) KERKI 
The first example of the 2 roubles Romanov from this office is reported by Prof. Winterstein (with 

Type 4A, dated 1.12.15, in Blue). 

(13) TERMEZ 
A further date-stamp from TERMEZ in a new type (Standard Type "K") is illustrated in Fig. 125 

(incomplete, bottom half missing), by courtesy of Mr. Maslowski, who found it on a block of 4 of the 
25k. 1909, and a pair of the lr. same issue (date of use 1916). 
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(14) LINE 206 

Mr. Blomfield notified a 14k. 1883 issue with Type IC (Fig. 393, Part III) dated 26.8.1889, this being 
the first example on 1883 issue, and also the first case of a denomination higher than the I0k., to be 
recorded with the markings of this line. 

(15) DALNY 
It is most gratifying to find that the sensational discovery described hereunder has been notified 

by a newcomer to our field, Mr. C. P. Bulak, of El-Paso (fexas), who may not even yet be a member of 
the B.S.R.P. This shows how many valuable sources of material still remain available, and to what extent 
existing gaps can be filled when such sources are tapped. 

When did the Russians change to DALN"( the name of the free port they secured in the Lyao-Tung 
Leasehold? The almost complete absence of early material from this port was stressed on page 381 in 
Part IV, and it was assumed that the single-circle in Type l (Fig. 545), with name in Russia11 spelling, was 
the earliest date-stamp issued to this place. Mr. Bulak's item consists of a Money Transfer Form for 
the amount of 17 roubles, to be paid at St. Petersburg to the Editor of a magazine. The imprinted l 5k. 
vignette is cancelled with the date-stamp inscribed TALIENVAN illustrated in Fig. 126, and another 
strike of the cancellation is applied at the bottom of the Form. Both are dated Dec. 1901 (day smudged). 
To the left of this second impression, a rectangular boxed registration marking has the name spelt TOLI
ENVAN (Fig. 127). The difference in spelling is immaterial, as both forms would be pronounced TALI
ENVAN in Russian. 

It would thus appear that the first date-stamp issued to this office still had the Chinese rendering 
of the name, with the inference that the port did not receive the Russian appellation of DALNY ("Far 
away") until some time later. The date-stamp was evidently getting worn by the end of 1901, and should 
therefore have been in use for quite some time, probably since 1899/1900, dates mentioned in Part IV as 
the probable ones for the opening of this office. It was presumably withdrawn soon after, and replaced 
by the single-circle in Type l (Fig. 545) containing the name in its Russian form of DALNY. This latter 
name, however, may have been adopted well before the date-stamp bearing it began to be used ea. early 
1902. 

The inscription on Fig. 126 also requires comment: the Chinese name TA-LIEN-WAN actually 
means "Bay of Ta-Lien," and specifically applies to the wide Bay (in Chinese "Wan") where the fisher
men's hamlet which was to become the city of Dalny was situated (see Map 17, page 376, Part IV). The 
hamlet itself was named TA-LIEN-TAO, or TA-LIEN, this latter form being in general use nowadays. 
The inscription on Fig. 126 ought therefore to have been limited to TALIEN, and the use of the form 
T ALI ENV AN must be ascribed to ignorance of the Chinese language by the Russian authorities on the 
spot. 

(16) PORT-ARTHUR 
The hitherto missing Sub-Type 2C of PORT-ARTHUR is now illustrated by courtesy of Messrs. 

Bulak and Clemo.The inverted year date on Fig. 128 only applied to the 14.6.02, other dates showing 
the year upright. More material from this office was communicated by Messrs. Maslowski, Robbins and 
Wortman (including a registered cover franked with pairs of the 5k. and 10k. 1902 in coll. Robbins). 

(17) SHIP MAIL TO CHINA 

Recent unusual finds include: (a) a block of 14 of the 10k. KITAI 1899 with the R.V.A.P. oval 
Fig. 527, serial "de" in Blue, in the collection Douglas Bailey; (b) a dozen of loose copies of the 14k. Russia 
1909 with the VLADIVOSTOK-SHANGHAI oval serials "zhe" and "ze" (in Black, Violet or Blue) found 
by Mr. lrmann-Jacobsen in a couple of packets of 100 stamps of this value. Congratulations to both. 

A double-oval used on the BLAGOVYESHCHENSK-NIKOLAEVSK stretch of the fluvial line 
on the Amur river (Part V, page 479) is illustrated in Fig. 129 by courtesy of Messrs. W. H. Adgey-Edgar 
and H. lrmann-Jacobsen, who notified examples on various Russian stamps. 

(18) MANCHULI-TOWN 
Two further sub-types have to be listed for this town: Fig. 130, notified by Mr. Peel on SR. 1915 

issue, is strikingly different from Fig. 563, and should belong to..a later date-stamp with serial "be," issued 
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in replacement of Type 2B; Fig. 13 I, submitted by Prof. Winterstein, is also very different from Fig. 92 
in B.J.R.P. 31, and must come from a later date-stamp. The item on which Prof. Winterstein secured 
this fresh sub-type is, however, even more notable; it consists of a block of 20 of the hitherto unrecorded 
3½R. of 1902 (grey and black) used on Money Order Form. 

(19) TSITSIKAR 

Mr. A. Pritt scores here with an outstanding discovery: a copy of the lk. Russia 1902 bearing the 
earliest date-stamp recorded so far from this town, in Standard Type "NN" dated 1.2.1902 (Fig. 132). 
The first words of the abbreviated inscription at bottom are not showing, but are presumed to comprise 
POLEV.POCHT.TEL.OTD. The serial "1" may be an indication that another date-stamp with serial 
"2" was also in use at this early period, well before the Russo-Japanese War. 

(20) HAILING 

Another important gap in our documentation has now been filled by Mr. Maslowski, who supplied 
the first example to be recorded from this elusive office, in the form of a double-strike on a block of 4 
of the 20k. 1909, dated 25.9.19 (Fig. 133). The absence of a serial letter suggests that this was the only 
date-stamp used by this small station of the C.E.R. 

(21) OTHER MANCHURIAN OFFICES 
Recent additions to the YAOMING Check-List are the 3½R. Russia 1917 Imperf. (coll. Maslowski) 

and the 5R. KITAI vert. laid (coll. Peel). A 50k. Russia 1909 with MAOERSHAN postmark is notified 
by Mr. Blomfield. The KHARBIN-STATION oval in Fig. 617 has been notified by Mr. Freyman on a 
lR. Romanov, a most unusual denomination for this office, while many other correspondents have com
municated fresh additions to the lists of KHARBIN and KHARBIN-PIER. 

(22) CHINESE EASTERN RAILWAY 
Several of the hitherto missing sub-types of the C.E.R. trains have been notified by various corres

pondents. The following are illustrated: Type IE ofline 262 (Fig. 134) and Type IA of Line 265 (Fig. 135), 
both shown by Mr. Adgey-Edgar. The top half of another date-stamp (serial number not showing) where 
the last letter of POCHTOVII is reversed and looks like a Latin "N," has been communicated by Mr. 
Peel. This is an unusual error, and it is to be hoped that more examples will be found, allowing to identify 
the number of the Line and of the Train. 

But the most puzzling find in this field is the double-oval in Fig. 136 submitted by Mr. Adgey
Edgar on 5R. KIT AI vert. laid, with the abbreviated inscription ZABAIKALSKA YA ZHEL YEZNA YA 
DOROGA at top, and POCHTOVII VAGON No. 263 at bottom, serial letter "ye" at top left. The 
number of the Postal Waggon is only partly showing on the stamp, and might conceivably be read as 293 
instead of 263, but 293 applied to the KYELTSI-GERBY line in western Russia, and would make no 
sense on a date-stamp clearly belonging to the Transbaikalian Railway. This writer cannot recall having 
ever seen any other double-oval with inscriptions arranged in this way, and he hopes that Messrs. I. L. G. 
Baillie, J. Barry or other T.P.O. specialists of the B.S.R.P; will have some explanation to offer, particularly 
in regard to the very unusual style of this cancellation, and to the actual line where it was used. 

OUTSTANDING COVERS 

Selected by C. W. Roberts 

We asked Mr. Roberts to select two covers from the large number of Ukraine covers he showed 
at our March Meeting. This he has done and his comments are as follows: 

The two covers I have chosen will, I think, come fully up to the standard of "Outstanding covers" 
required for the Journal and as both are on official cards there can be no question of their not being gen-
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uinely used. When a really rare Ukraine stamp is found used on a letter, the use is in most cases philatelic. 

As is well known to collectors of Ukraine, covers from the Poltava District are rare-much more 
so than covers from a!ly other district. The 31 Rub. grey and black stamp with a Ukraine overprint is 
also rare used on an official card. With a Poltava type 1 overprint in black only two or three copies are 
known used, so that used on an official card it can well be regc>.rded as outsta'lding. This card covers a 
Registered Insured packet for 180 Rub., the fee being paid by the 3½ Rub. stam_J already referred to plus 
15 and 50 kop perf. and a pair of I Rub. imperf., all with Poltava Type I overprint in black, and all the 
stamps have the usual hole punched in them by the Post Office. It bears on the face the Registered label 
oflrkliev, Poltava District with the postmark dated 3.11.18. On the reverse the receipt is dated 29.11.18 
with the postmark of Zhitomir of the same date. 

The second cover is a remitta!lce card for 20 Rub. sent from Samy, Volhynia District on 26.11.18 
to Nizhin where it arrived on 29.11.18, the receipt being dated 2.12.18. Th~ fee is covered by Samy type 2, 
1 kop imperf-the only known used copy-a pair of 2 kop. imperf. Kiev Type 2, and a pair of 20 shagiv 
definitives. All the stamps have an arrow-head hole punched in them by the Post Office. It also bears the 
Registration label of Samy. 

A number of places, particularly in Volhynia, had their own types of local overprint and Samy 
is one of these, having two distinct types, but genuinely used copies of these Samy overprints are all 
extremely rare with the exception of the I Rub. imperf., of which several copies are known . 

. AN OUTSTANDING ITEM: 

CONSTANTINOPLE SURCHARGES ON VERTICALLY LAID PAPER. 

E. G. Peel 

The Constantinople surcharges of 1876 and 1879 were m1de on the current !Ok. Levant stamp, 
i.e. the 1872 issue, perforated 15. Forged surcharges are known on the 1868 issue and the 1890 reissue, 
but neither of these would have been available for surcharge in 1876 or 1879. 

Now the 1872 issue exists on both horizontally and vertically laid paper: the latter' is m'lch scarcer, 
but it does not appear to have been a distinct issue on sale for a limited period only. It was certainly 
available at many, though perhaps not all offices, and at widely different tim-!s. I have a 3k. used at 
ORDU in November 1873 and a 5k. cancelled with Type 9 datestamp (see "Stamps of the Russian Empire, 
Used Abroad") of CONSTANTINOPLE and dated 1878. On this evidence there is no rea5on why part 
of the Constantinople stock used for the surcharges should not have been on vertically laid paper, and 
such stamps have indeed been known for many years. 

The catalogue editors vary widely in their approach. Scott lists both surcharges in both colours, 
while Michel adds a note to the effect that both surcharges exist in black. Gibbons contents itself with the 
remark that both surcharges may exist. Where a single numeral handstamped surcharge is concerned 
it is not surprising to find such a cautious approach to accepting autlienticity, and the Expert Committee 
of the Royal Philatelic Society, London, seems to have been similarly inclined, judging from the fact that 
a number of specimens in the Goss Sale, both mint and used, are described as 'with number of R.P.S. 
certificate.• 

Used copies at auction are few and far between. The Faberge sale included a black 7 with the 
ALEXANDRIA retta postmark: this may perhaps be the same stamp as Lot 772 in the Goss sale, which 
is similarly cancelled but catalogued as a blue 1. The Goss sale also contained a used 7 and a used 8, 
both black, and both apparently with Constantinople cancellations. 
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I have recently acquired a blue 8 on vertically laid paper with a clear cancellation of Type 4A of 
TREBIZOND: Dr. Wortman and I are agreed that the cancellation is clearly over the surcharge, and that 
the surcharge is genuine. Quite a number of 'ship letter' cancellations appear on the Constantinople 
surcharges, of course: Dr. Wortman has a black 8 cancelled JAFFA; Dr. L. S. Snegireff, a cover with a 
7 cancelled SAMSUN, while the Faberge sale included a cover with a blue 8 cancelled MERSINA, and 
a blue 7 cancelled SMYRNA. 

The illustrations in the centre pages show the TREBIZOND item between a black 8 and a blue 8 
from my collection, both with ODESSA cancellations. 

SCARCE CENSOR MARKINGS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR-(11). 

Dr. A. H. Wortman 

A few members have pointed out a typographical error which escaped the proof reader in the last 
article. The abbreviated word for "Caucasian" in "Caucasian War Censor" should be "Kvk." as may 
be seen from the illustration, and not "Kuk." 

Mrs. Lydia Callahan of New Jersey also wrote and sent copies of the May and June 1963 numbers 
of Chit-Chat which she edits for the New York Chapter of the Rossica Society. These included a very 
interesting account of some correspondence from the American Red Cross Foreign Unit serving in the 
First World War in Tiflis and Khoy, Persia, among other places. A postcard from Khoy has a rectangular
framed censor mark of PETROGRAD. Another card franked by a lk. and a 3k. small Arms Type 
stamps, has these cancelled by an oval TIFLIS VOKZAL 24.10.15. Posted at Tiflis Railway Station it 
was put on the train immediately without being censored in Tiflis. Censoring was done at EKATER
INODAR and there is a scarce censor mark with the unusual wording, RAZRIESHENO, signifying 
"allowed by" or "permitted by." We will illustrate this in a subsequent article when we come to deal 
with this area. 

THE TURKESTAN AREA 

ASKHABAD 
The first mark which we illustrate (Fig. 1) is not strictly within the Turkestan area, but it is struck on 

a postcard from a soldier serving in the Camel Transport Corps and operating in that area, from what 
he says on the back. The censor mark is of ASKHABAD and is the only one I have seen from thi:, town, 
which is situated on the Transcaspian-Persian border. It is struck on the reverse of one of those p:>stcards 
to a prisoner of war in Germany and is from Vasili Sergeievich Vnuchkov to his brother Aleksei of the 
8th Turkestan Rifle Regiment. The cachet of Vasili's regiment is in violet on the front of the card and 
has the double-headed eagle in the centre with the words 2 VERBLIUZHII TRANSPORT GIURGEN
SKA VO OTRIADA or 2nd Camel Transport Detachment of Giurgen. The two Camel Trnnsport 
Detachments had been organised by Yudenitch with hardy Bactrian camels imported together with their 
drivers from Khorasan in Persia. 

The postmark is POLEVOE ETAPNOE P.T.O. 245 or FIELD DEPOT POST AND TELEGRAPH 
DIVISION, with letter "b" and 10.10.17. The MS date is also 10.10.17 so it can only be assumed that 
the date in February of that year in the centre of the censor mark was wrong. Either the dating mechan
ism stuck or they did not bother to alter it.There is another censor mark on the front of the card, the 
rectangular BAKU with No. 167 (fig. 29, p. 607, B.J.R.P. No. 20). In my previous article I said I had seen 
only No. 40, quite forgetting this and another lower number which I have. 

TASHKENT 
We illustrate three types of the mark which reads TURKESTAN LOCAL WAR CENSORSHIP 

COMMISSION, and from a number of covers and prisoner of war cards it appears that they were used 
between these dates:-
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Type 1 
Type 2 
Type 3 

12.5.15 to 26.2.16 
2.3.16 to 31.7.17 

28.9.16 to 31.1.17 

(Fig. 2) 
(Fig. 3) 
(Fig. 4) 

It is almost certain that this Censorship Commission was situated in TASHKENT because all 
correspondence, with one exception, bears a TASH KENT postmark. One cover from SAMARKAND 
11.2.16 and addressed to the Danish Red Cross has a TASHKENT postmark of 13.2.16 and another of 
26.2.16, which makes it fairly certain that the cover was held up for 13 days in the Censor's office there. 
The exception is a prisoner of war card to Germany with the cachet of the Andizhan Company of the 
Imperial Militia (ANDIZHANSKA YA ROT A GOSUDARSTVEN. OPOLCHENIY A) which has two 
ANDIZHAN postmarks, 12.5.17 and 27.5.17. Nevertheless I think the Censor Mark, Type 2, was put 
on in TASHKENT. All three m:1.rks always appear in violet. 

Some of the postcards have additional marks in rectangular frames, naming the prison camps from 
which they originated, either with just the town name as OSH GO ROD, KHODJENT GO ROD, TURK
EST AN GOROD and TASHKENT No. 1 and No. 3 or the full name of the camp as SKOBELIEV 
KOMANDA VOEN. PLIEN. OFITSEROV (Skobeliev Command Officer Prisoners of War) and 
ZOLOTAYA ORDA LAGER. TASHKENT No. 2 has not been seen but doubtless exists. (See Figs. 
5, 6 and 7 in centre pages). 

Prisoner of war cards were produced locally for sale to prisoners and bear the imprint of the local 
War Region (OKRUG) at the foot together with the price, which was usually l kopek. They often have 
printer's errors in the inscriptions and one is to be found on those issued by the Turkestan Okrug. As 
with most of these cards, there is a printed inscription on the left-hand side reading upwards saying that 
correspondence to and from prisoners of war must be written only on postcards. Four examples of these 
Turkestan Okrug postcards have been seen with the word for "postcards" spelt KARTOTEK instead of 
KARTOCHEK. The error appears on about one in eight or ten cards. 

The rectangular-framed mark (Fig. 8) which incorporates the word TASHKENT is always struck 
in carmine, has been found with dated TASHKENT postmarks between 24.11.15 and 30.1.16 and appears 
only on civilian correspondence. Since the dates of use are contemporary with type 1 of the Turkestan 
War Censorship Commission marks it seems that there was a different censorship office for military (i.e. 
prisoners of war) correspondence and civilian correspondence. 

The later type (Fig. 9) with the word CONTROLLER substituted for CENSOR comes from a 
prisoner of war card from TALGAR, SEMIRIECHENSK and has a TASHKENT postmuk of 24.1.18. 
It is in violet. 

KOKAND 
The two marks illustrated in Fig. 11 appear on a commercial cover addressed to the Russo-Asiatic 

Bank, London, bearing a I0k. Rom:1.nov stam, cancelled KOKAND 1.10.14. They are struck in red and 
one is temJted to believe that they were put on in Kokand. The oval mark does look very much like one 
used in Moscow, but it is not exactly the same and I have not seen any of the earlier Moscow Censor marks 
in any colour other than violet. Moreover at this date Moscow was using a very small rectangular-framed 
mark (see B.J.R.P. No. 20, p. 606 Fig. 12). We therefore tentatively allot these marks to Kokand. 

THE R.O.P.i.T. FLOATING EXHIBITION 

A. Droar 

Two post cards relating to a R.O.P.i.T. Floating Exhibition have come into the possession of the 
writer of this article and the background concerning them and the exhibition is a curious one worthwhile 
re-capitulating. 

Since 1856 'the Russian Company for Steam Shipping and Trade' (R.O.P.i.T.) had conveyed mer
chandize, passengers and mail from Odessa, its headquarters, to Alexandria, its terminal port in Egypt 
calling at all the major, and som~ of the minor, ports en route. In order to celebrate its 50th year, the 
Company decided to organise an exhibition that would impress and also be worthy of such an occasion. 
It was decided that nothing could be better than to have a 'Floating Exhibition.' All the local nobility 
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and traders would be invited and regal!ed with truly oriental splendour, the general public likewise would 
be invited. Unfortunately the schfm'! became abortive due to the major set back in the War against 
Japan, with severe losses sustained in m"!n, materials, and prestige. Above all these, there was unrest 
at home with a naval mutiny at Odessa itself. Obviously this was not the time for such an exhibition, 
but by 1909 it was felt that an opportune time had come to revive the idea and to put it into immediate 
effect. 

One of the Company's ships, the Imperato, Nikolai II, a ship of some 4,166 tons, registered at Lloyds 
in 1895, was pressed into service. Its interior was entirely denuded of all sleeping berths, furniture and 
unnecessary fitments, and in their place was sub;;tituted exhibition booths. The result of this transform
ation was one of magnificence and splendour. Part of the ship was allocated to a Fair, and, of course, 
a place of entertainment to amuse the visitors. 

The itinerary of the Exhibition was to cover all the ports of call normally used by the Company's 
ships between Odessa and Alexandria. And how the vodka would flow! And what a consumption 
of caviare there would be!! 

As was usual for all ships of the R.O.P.i.T. fleet, the Imperato, Nikolai II had a post-box for mail 
posted on board. There were naturally souvenir cards on sale for visitors to post in the usual way. How 
many survived? It is hard to say. Alexandria, as I have already mentioned, was to be the la'lt port of 
call, this being on 10th-23rd January, 1910. It could well be that the normal stock of Russia11 adhesive 
stamps, or even the special commemorative set, were no longer available by the time the ship docked at 
Alexandria. Perhaps the festivities on board were too much for the appropriate official to either care or 
bother. The two postcards in question have 4 mil. Egyptian adhesives stuck to them, and were duly 
posted in the post-box provided.- There was no Russian Post Office at Alexandria during this period, 
having been closed by mutual consent in 1875. 

It would appear from these cards that the mail was transferred to another ship of the company 
who carried them back to Constantinople and Odessa. The mail at Constantinople being handled by 
the R.O.P.i.T. postal authorities in that city. The adhesives are cancelled at Constantinople with the 
Russian R.O.P.i.T. double circle datestamp (Type 13 (Fig. 17) "Stamps of the Russian Empire Used 
Abroad" Part I), one reading 13th Jan. 1910, and the other, 15th Jan. 1910. The printed caption on the 
cards read "R.O.P.i.T. Floating Exhibition" in Russian, and "C.R.N.V.C." (a contraction of the same, 
in French). 

It would be interesting to know if other cards have survived, and if they pertained to any other ports 
of call en route. 

ODESSA CANCELLATIONS: 

THE CONTINUOUS DOUBLE CIRCLE TYPES 

I. L. G. Baillie and members of the Ukraine Study Group 

In B.J.R.P. No. 31 I described the Odessa "bridge" type cancellations. In the present article I 
wish to continue the topic of Odessa cancellations which occur during the Trident period by summarising 
the results of an examination by the Ukraine Research Group of the Odessa continuous double circle 
type handstamp cancellations. In doing so I shall exclude the following: 

(a) the corresponding machine cancellations 
(b) the new ranges of specifically Soviet marks introduced in the l 920's and later (such as the 

bilingual Russian/Ukrainian marks and those with the three black triangles). However, 
the marks which are of the same basic types as the Imperial marks have for convenience been 
included. 

The continuous double circle ("c.d.c. ") type cancellations occur in Odessa, as in other large towns, with a 
variety of symbols in the lower portion; the nine basic Groups so far recorded for Odessa are shown in 
the diagrams. Individual cancellers in any one Group are not, however, of constant size, so the diagram 
should only be used for checking the Groups; space considerations preclude illustration of all individual 
cancellers. From the Check List appended, the total period of use of each Group of cancellers is as fol
lows:-
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I Symbols at Base of Canceller I Periods of I 
I 

I 
iGroup Left I Middle Right I Genuine Usage 
I 

l Star 

I 
Star Script letter 1904-1919 

2 Star Star 2 Script letters 1909-1922 
3 Star Star Star 
4 Star ! Arabic numeral Script letter 1912-1923 
5 Star i 

I 
Arabic numeral 2 Capital letters 1913-1916 

6 Star i Arabic numeral Arabic numeral -----
7 Star I Script letter Script letter 1926 
8 Star Roman numeral Script letter 1913-1922 
9 Script No. EKSPEDITSIY A Star 1908 

letter 

Dr. Wortman's interpretation of these symbols at the base of the Odessa c.d.c. cancellers is summarised 
in the "bridge" type article in B.J.R.P:No. 31. Some of the cancellers can be proved from the evidence 
of associated Registration labels to conform to this interpretation; others, however, can not finally be 
identified in this way and their purpose is thus still open to debate. The present position is as follows: 

Groups 1 and 2. These are the marks of the G.P.O. in Odessa, the serial letters to the right being initially 
single (until the alphabet was exhausted) and then double. In addition to the double letter can
cellers quoted in the Check List it was for a while thought that there were also cancellers with dis
similar letters "np" and "pn"; these latter are now believed to be poor strikes of the "nn" and "pp" 
cancellers, both of which are for ease of checking this a'lpect shown in the dia~rams. Strikes of 
Groups l and 2 are usually despatch marks, but they are sometimes also found as transit or arrival 
marks. 

Group 3. The only genuine example of this Group proved to be a weak strike as illustrated in the diagram 
of the Soviet type with three black triangles in the base. This Group seems, therefore, not to exist. 

Group 4. This is the basic type used by the Otdiel (Postal Divisions), and the number of serial letters 
found for any given Otdiel is small. 

Group 5. Cancellations in this Group occur mainly on stamps of the Romanov Tercentenary issue, and 
by analogy it can be argued that they are, like Group 4, of Otdiel origin. The significance of the 
"YI" and "VI" symbols is not clear; the only suggestion made to me so far is due to Dr. Wortman 
who has tentatively suggested that they may both be intended for Roman "6"· symbols. These 
Group 5 cancellations occur both as despatch and as transit marks. 

Group 6. The only example claimed to belong to this Group is as shown in the diagram, but is now 
believed to be a strike of the Group 4 canceller Star/6/Script "v," as which it is shown in the Check 
List. This Group 6 seems, therefore, also not to exist. 

Group 7. An apparent Soviet innovation, this transit mark has not yet been explained or been allocated 
to any particular usage. 

Group 8. This Group of cancellations also presents a problem. Only 3 covers have so far come to my 
notice which have these marks used for despatch purposes in conjunction with Registration labels: 

(a) the serial letter of the canceller and the Otdiel identification on the Registration label 
are the same-both "a .. ; this identity is in my opinion fortuitous, and offers no explan
ation for the "Ill" at the base of the canceller. 

(b) canceller "x/III/a" despatch with Odessa "f" on the Registration label but with no 
reference to Otdiel 

(c) as (b) but canceller "x/IIl/d00 

These covers therefore do not explain the Roman number at the base of Group 8 cancellers. One 
would expect the Roman number to signify one of G.P.O., Otdiel, Gorod Pocht or Ekspeditsiya; 
as G.P.O. and Otdiel are already represented by Groups described above, the choice would seem 
to lie between that latter two explanations. Of these, Ekspeditsiya marks of Odessa occur well 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 33 Page 19 



into th!! Soviet period whereas Gorod Pocht marks do not, so I regard the Ekspeditsiya explanation 
as the most likely. Whatever the meaning of the Group 8 marks, however, it seems at lec>.st plaus
ible that the "VI'' at the base of the "bridge" type is the next in the same series as the "I," "III" 
and "V" at the base of these Group 8 marks, and that their use is therefore also the same. 

Group 9. This Ekspeditsiya mark is surprisingly difficult to find and on my proffered explanation may 
have been superseded by the Group 8 m:1.rks. 

If further data are available which would enable any of these suggested explanations to be con
firmed or amended, or which would enable the Check List to be extended in terms of dates or of new can
cellers, please notify Mr. Roberts. 

The c.d.c. marks of Odessa do not present as complicated a picture as the "bridge" typez because 
there are not the same troubles to contend with in order to distinguish genuine from non-genuine usage. 
Although this has enabled the c.d.c. marks to be dealt with in rather less detail than the "bridge" types, 
it does not mean that the c.d.c. marks always represent genuine usage; various doubtful examples have 
been found, and the following are c.d.c. marks which require special caution:-

Recorded 
Group Symbols at base of Genuine Recorded doubtful usage 

Canceller Usage 

1 Star/Star/Script "b" 1912-19 Large type; seemingly always genuine 

1918 Small type; known (Sept. 1918) on stamps with 
forged Od. 3 Tridents and (Jan. 1919) on item 
probably of Trachtenberg origin 

I Star/Star/Script 'I" 1917-19 Known (Oct. 1918) on stamps with forged Od. I 
and Od. 3 Tridents and (Dec. 1918) on Trach-
tenberg cover. 

I Star/Star/"epsilon" None Only known on piece bearing Shagiv stamps with 
Hammer & Sickle ovpt. plus surcharge, regarded 
as wholly bogus (date illegible) 

3 Star/Star/Star None Known (Oct. 1918) on stamps with forged Od. 2 
Tridents 

4 Star/I/Script "d" 1918 Known (Dec. 1918) on Tsarrobin item 

4 Star/4/Script "a" 1912-19 Known (Dec. 1918 & Jan. 1919) on Trachtenberg 
items & fiscals 

4 Star/4/Script "b" 1918-19 Known (Dec. 1918 & Jan. 1919) on Trachtenberg 
items 

8 Star/I/Script "zh" 1918 Known (Jan. 1919) on philatelic cover 

8 Star/III/Script "a" 1913-22 Known (Dec. 1918) on Trachtenberg Registration 
receipts 

8 Star/III/Script "d" 1918 Also known as a faint philatelic strike (dated 
1919?) 

From this table it will be seen that the Odessa c.d.c. marks occur only occasionally on forged Tri
dents but with considerable frequency on Tsarrobin and particularly Trachtenberg items. It is in this con
nection worth recalling that some collectors (and perhaps also dealers) have thought that it is more attract. 
iVe to reduce Trachtenberg covers to their stamps, either on or off piece; some apparently nicely and gen_ 
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uinely used stamps loose or on piece have in fact originated from Trachtenberg covers in this way and such 

items can be distinguished by their clearly struck cancellations being those listed above in the Dec. 1918/ 
Jan. 1919 period. 

I would close by th!'.n!dng the m~mbers of the Ukraine Research Group for assisting this study 

and by repeating my previous request to readers to inform Mr. Roberts of any additional information 

which would assist in extending the data recorded herein. 

ODESSA: CONTINUOUS DOUBLE CIRCLE TYPES 

CHECK LIST 

1- Dates 

I 
Notes 

l!Groupl I 
Dates 

Group Symbols Used Below Symbols U!'.ed 

I "a" 1908-18 4 
I 

4 "a" 1912-19 X X X 

I X X ''b"' 1912-19 1, 3, 6 4 X ! 4 ''b"'' 1918-19 ' 
l X X "'g'' 1912-18 4 X ' 4 "v,, 1913-14 
I X X "e" 1912-19 l 4 X 

I 4 ''d'' 1914 
l X X "zh" 1905-17 4 X ! 5 ''b'' 1912-14 
1 X X "z'' 1906-18 4 X 6 ''b'' 1915-18 
l X X "f'' 1905 4 X 

j 6 "v" 1923 I 

1 "k'' 1914 4 
I 7 ''b,, 1913-14 X X X I 

1 X X "1" 1917-19 3, 6 4 X 

i 
8 ''b''" 1916 

I X X "p'' 1909-11 4 X 8 "v" 1919-22 
I 

l X X Urn 1904-16 4 X 8 ''g"'' 1922 
I X X "s" 1919 4 X ! 10 "a" 1917 
1 X X "t"' 1912-13 4 X ; 13 "an 1918 
I "sh" 1906 4 ' 13 ''b'' 1917-18 X X X 

I "yun 190§ 4 
I 

13 "'v" 1918. X X X 

1 X X "eps" - 7 I 
5 X I Yr 1913-14 

2 X X "II" 1910 5 X 2 YI 1913-16 
2 X X "nn" 1911-19 5 X 3 VI 1913-16 
2 X X "pp" 1912-13 I 
2 X X "rr" 1909-19 

I 
6 (x) (6) (8) -

2 X X "tt" 1911-13 
2 X X ''ff'' 1922 7 X Eng. v "zh" 1926 
3 X X X (-) 9 8 X I "e" 1914 

8 X I "zh" 1918-21 
4 X 1 ''b'' 1913 8 X Ill "a,, 1913-22 
4 X 1 uv'' 1916-19 8 X III "b" 1913-22 
4 X 1 "d" 1918 4 8 X III "d" 1918 
4 X 2 "a"' 1918-19 8 X Ill "x" 1914 
4 X 2 "v" 1917 8 X V "a" 1919 
4 X 2 "g" 1920 8 X V "'b'' 1919 
4 X 3 "a" 1912 

9 "a" 4EKSP .t 1908 

NOTES: 

I. There are two cancellers of different size with these symbols. 

2. This canceller is considerably larger than the normal run of Odessa c.d.c. 's. 

I 
Notes 
Below 

I, 3, 5 
3 

8 

2 

10 

5 
3 

2, 5 

3. In addition to genuine use in the date range, quoted, this cancellation is also found (see text) on Trach
tenberg items. 

(Notes continued overleaf) 
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4. In addition to genuine use in the date range quoted, this cancellation is also found (see text) on Tsar
robin items. 

5. In addition to genuine use in the date range quoted, this cancellation is also found (see text) on phil
atelic items. 

6. In addition to genuine use in the date range quoted, this cancellation is also found (see text) on stamps 
bearing forged Tridents. 

7. This cancellation is only known on a bogus item (see text). 

8. The 1915 use of this canceller is on Romanov Tercentenary issue Ruble values perforated "O.P.K." 
(presumably an abbreviation for "Odessa Pochtovaya Kontora") 

9. Genuine use not known. The only apparently genuine cancellation proved to be a weak strike of 
the Soviet type with three black triangles at the base; the Group 3 cancellation is, however, found 
on stamps (see text) bearing forged Tridents. 

10. Genuine use not known. The only apparent genuine cancellation proved to be a strike of x/6/Script 
·v• (see text). 

UNUSUAL CANCELLATIONS FROM THE BAL TIC PROVINCES 

E. G. Peel 

ST. ERKUL, VOLMARSK. P.P. (See Fig. I in the centre pages). It is decidely rare to find a 
stantsiya postmark of this period which is purely a postal station, as distinct from a post office at a rail
way station, and this cancellation, which I have found on copies of 1914 Charities (lk. perf. 13½ and 3k. 
perf. 11 ½), is clearly not in the latter category since it lacks any indication of railway. I have been unable 
to locate Erkul, which is presum;1bly in the region of Volmar (Valmeera) in Lifland guberniya (Latvia), 
and the 'P.P.' remained a complete puzzle until the publication of Eichenthal's specialised catalogue of 
Estonia, which gives an illustration, reproduced in Fig. 2 with due acknowledgment, of-

ST. KEDENPE, PERNOV-REVELSK. POD. P. Kedenpe (Keava in Harjumaa province) is 
about midway between Pernov (Parnu) and Revel (Tallinn) and 'POD.P.' must surely be 'Podorozhnaya 
Pochta,' giving us 'St. Kedenpe post on the Pernov-Revel road.' I have a copy of the 7k. Rom:inov can
celled ST. GALLIST, PERN.-REV.P.P. dated 9.8.13: this is Halliste in Parnum:ia province, north-east 
of Moisekyul (Moisakula). 

The use of these cancellations seems to show that there were a number of T.P.O. road routes oper
ating in the Baltic provinces in the last years of the Imperial regime, and inform:ition regarding other 
similar cancellations would be welcomed. 

PL. KHAGGUT. (See Fig. 3). This, too, is illustrated in Eichenthal, but is slightly inaccurate: 
our illustration, apart from the date, is from a strike on a pair of 5k. imperf. Arms Types in my own col
lection, which is dated 18.9.17, and the sharp impress.ion and the absence of a distinguishing letter point 
to a small office and a little used canceller. What, however, does the PL. stand for? Boris Pritt's diction
ary gives only three possibilities and of these we can presumably disregard 'platz' and 'pleshchad,' which 
leaves us only 'platform.' But no railway ran through Khaggut (Hagudi in Harjumaa province) and even 
during the existence of the Estonian Republic there was no Hagudi Vokzal office. Moreover, I know of 
no other earlier mark of Khaggut. I can suggest only one explanation-that an office was opened there 
either just before, or during, World War I, but that the construction of the rail link and the railway station 
which the office was intended to serve was postponed because of the war and the revolution, and that 
the Estonian authorities did not proceed with the project. Presumably this line would have been a spur 
westward from the line between Kegel (Keila) and Allenkyul (Turi): a similar spur existed from Allenkyul 
north-eastwards to Weissenstein (Paide). 
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VENDAU LIFL. CHASTN. P. AGENTSTVO. (See Fig. 4). This appears to mean 'private postal 
agency' and is struck on a 7k. Romanov. I also have a similar mark, on a 7k. Romanov and dated 20.8.13, 
reading RENGU (or perhaps RONGU) LIFL. CHASTN. POCHT. AGENTSTVO. The German name 
of this latter place appears to be RINGEN and is probably identical to RONGU, in Tartumaa province, 
where an office of the Estonian Republic was opened on 23rd November 1920. Vendau I cannot trace 
at all. Information on the status and purpose of these private postal agencies would be welcomed. 

REGISTERED POSTAL PACKET FROM POSTAL WAGON AT - . (See Fig. 5). Boris 
Pritt acquired a number of copies of the 7k. of 1879 from a German dealer in the '20's from five of which 
I have reconstructed the major part of this marking. It is clear that this is not a single handstamp from 
the stamps examined, but probably four separate handstamps, the first 'REGISTERED P. PACKET,' 
the second 'FROM POST AL,' the third 'WAGON AT' and the last the name of the receiving office. My 
illustration represents the best that I can decipher from the single partial strike of the last handstamp I 
have seen, and I can make out with any certainty only an 'O' and two 'A"s. Further information, or an 
inspired guess would be welcomed. 

THE BASIC STAMPS OF AZERBAIJAN 

PART TWO: THE SOVIET ISSUES 

P. T. Ashford and I. L. G. Baillie 
Before reviewing the basic stamps of the Azerbaijani S.S.R., in the second part of this article, tribute 

must be paid to a Soviet philatelist, Engineer S. I. Kusovkin, who was resident in Baku. He had access 
to the official P.O. records, and being an active collector of these stamps at their time of issue, he was able 
to write a number of important articles for the Soviet Philatelist in 1923. Dr. H. Munk, who compiled 
the Kohl Handbuch, used a great deal of data supplied by Kusovkin, in Part VIII of the Handbook, pub
lished in 1926. Facts as to the dates of issue of these stamps included in this article are taken from the 
Kohl Handbuch. 

SOVIET PICTORIAL ISSUE 

Due largely to the continued fall of the local Rouble, the Soviet Pictorial issue (SG 11 to 25) were 
ordered by the Soviet Azerbaijani Government from the Lithographie Demidoff, Baku, in August 1921. 
Stamps were ordered from the printers in all denominations from lR. to 5000R. The original order 
included 3R. and JSR. values, but these were cancelled before the actual stamps were printed. Proofs 
were approved in Sept. 1921 and it was desired that all the stamps be available for issue on 1st October, 
1921. The set, all printed by the lithographic process, comprised the following values:-

1 R. Green Allegorical design-Labour. 
2R. Bla,;k-brown Petroleum Well. 
5R. Brown Bibi-Eibat Oilfields. 

I0R. Slate Minaret of Khan's Palace, Baku. 
25R. Orange-brown Allegorical design-Globe with Slogan. 
SOR. Violet Maiden's Tower, Baku. 

lOOR. Orange-brown Goukasoff House, Baku. 
!SOR. Pale blu;: Blacksmiths working at an anvil. 
250R. Violet and orange Allegorical design-Globe and slogan. 
400R. Blue Hall of Judgement, Khan's Palace, Baku. 
500R. Black-and grey-lilac Bla-.::ksmiths working at an anvil. 

IOOOR. Carmine and blue Hall of Judgement, Khan's Palace, Baku. 
2000R. Black and blue Minaret of Khan's Palace, Baku. 
3000R. Cinnamon and blue Bibi-Eibat Oilfields. 
5000R. Black and green/light green Goukasoff House, Baku. 

The stamps were printed on poor quality grey newsprint and were mainly ungummed. In the 
stamps showing more than one colour, the registration of the different inks is often anything but correct, 
as was the case in the earlier 'Mussaw"'t' issues. 
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Although it wa'3 proposed to issue all values simultaneously on 1st October, 1921, only four values; 
150R. (for postcards); 400R. (local letters); lOOOR. (inland letters); and 2000R. (registered letters) actually 
made their appearance on that date. According to the Kohl Handbuch, this change of plan was due to 
increases in the postal rates, and, in fact, the changes in postal rates and the revaluations of Azerbaijani 
stamps make an extrem"!ly complicated story, necessarily outside the scope of this present article. In 
November, 1921, four further values were placed on sale at face value-50R., IO0R., 250R., and 500R. 
None of these denominations served a particular postal rate, Kohl tells us, but were issued as compliment
ary values for odd frankings. Two more of the stamps were issued at face value on 1st January, 1922-
the 3000R. and 5000R. Thus between 1st October, 1921 and 1st January, 1922, ten of the fifteen stamps 
forming this set were issued at face value. The remaining values were never actually issued at their face 
value, and eventually made their appearance in the following mmner:-

IR. This value was first issued on 15th April, 1922 (with an overprint "Bakinskoy P.K." in Baku) 
and was sold for 10,000R. 

2R., 5R., lOR., and 25R. Kohl states that these four stamps were used unoverprinted as from 15th 
November, 1922 in certain small provincial offices outside Baku which could not be :;upplied 
with surcharged stamps in sufficient quantities. They were almost certainly sold at 100,000R. 
(for 2R.); 50,000R. (for 5R.); 200,000R. (for lOR.); 200,000R. (for 25R.), although none 
has been seen by the writers. Used at this period, these stamps m'lst be very scarce indeed, 
if they exist. 

Reverting to the basic 5tamps, the designs themselves are interesting. All bear the inscription 
"Azerbaijan Soviet Soci<".list Republic" or variations thereof, and the value, expressed in Russian and 
Turco-Tatar. The lR. value shows an allegorical design in which a panel represents a peasant ploughing 
whilst the background comprises a large anvil with hammer. The 2R. shows an oil gusher-bat as Fred 
J. Melville pointed out, it is a very fanciful presentation. The 5R. and 3000R. values show the Bibi-Eibat 
oilfield from the sea. At least this is how the design has always been described, mainly because the Bibi
Eibat field is the only one actually bordering the sea. However, it may indeed be the Sabuntchi oilfield 
that is depicted, since although this does not border the Caspian Sea, it is on the fringe of the Ramani 
Lake, which could certainly be the water depicted on the stamps. It has been said that the artist preparing 
the design got his inspiration from a picture postcard on sale in the Baku area. A postcard showing the 
Sabuntchi oilfield taken from a boat on the Ramani Lake is quite well known, and is very likely to h~ve 
been the source of the design. This postcard was illustrated in the Newsletter of the B.S.R.P. Trans
caucasian Study Group (No. 4, July 1962). The lOR. and 2000R. values show a view of the Minaret of 
the Khan's Mosque, in the ancient Palace of the Khans, Baku, a 15th Century building of Oriental archi
tecture, whilst the design of the 25R. and 250R. is another allegorical subject, this time a terrestrial globe 
supported by workers. Beneath the globe is a slogan reading "The Lord of the World will be Labour." 
The 50R. shows the "Maiden's Tower" of Baku, around which a local legend is told. It is 147 feet high 
and dated from the Byzantine period. According to Baedeker it served as a lighthouse until 1909. The 
1 OOR. and 5000R. show a view of Goukasoff's House, Baku, originally the house of an Armenian family, 
which was taken over by the Bolsheviks as the Headquarters of the Revolutionary Committee in Baku. 

SHEET CHARACTERISTICS 

Individual values are now discussed separately, in order to give an indication of pane and sheet 
sizes, shades, transfer groups and subjects, and also notes on any collectable varieties. Although details 
can be given of the size of transfer groups in each value, it is the writer's experience that it is difficult to 
identify every subject easily and without resort to minute differences. The illustrations in the centre pages 
shO\y details of well defined subjects. 

lR. 
The lR. value was printed in two panes 15 x 9 (side by side). The transfer subjects are in horizon

tal blocks of six, and subject A is identifiable (see centre pages for an illustration). The IR. stamp has 
been seen both with gum and without. There appears to be no constant varieties sufficiently outstanding 
to record although stamps bearing gum seem to be printed on a rather whiter paper than the usual thin 
grey newsprint. It is possible, however, that the gum has had a stiffening effect on the newsprint account
ing for this apparent difference. Some minor variations of shade have been noticed, and some prints 
are heavier than others. 
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2R. 
This value has been recorded as having been printed in sheets of 324 stamps (two groups, 14 x 12, 

13 x 12). From material in the writers' possession a different format has been noted, consisting of four 
panes (Two panes 15 x 6 above and below one another at left, and two panes 12 x 6 to the right), also 
giving 324 stamps to the sheet. Transfer subjects were in horizontal blocks of six, of which subjects A 
and Fare readily identifiable. (see centre pages). So far, the iR. value has only been seen ungummed. 
Two distinct shades can be found, a deep blackish-brown, which is almost bla-::k, and a lighter somewhat 
smoky shade of black-brown. In the four-pane format (on the top left hand pane) a crack in the stone 
gives a line from the outside margln through the first stamp of the fifth horizontal row, also touching the 
second stamp of the row. There are also a number of minor varieties, including stamps showing blotches 
of colour in the white area between the oil well and the gush of oil. 

5R. 
Like the lR. value, this denomination was printed in sheets of 270, in two panes, side by side, of 

15 x 9. The transfer subjects were in horizontal blocks of six, of which subjects A, B, C, and E are identi
fied (see illustrations in the centre pages). Some stamps of this value are thinly gummed. There are three 
distinct shades, a light brown, a somewhat darker medium-brown, and a very dark brown, which is 
instantly recognisable. There are no major varieties on the sheet. 

lOR. 
This value is printed in sheets of 324 (in two groups 14 x 12, 13 x 12). Again the transfer subjects 

occur in blocks of six, horizontally, of which subject F can be identified by means of the illustration. So 
far, all stamps of this value we have examined have been without gum. We have, however, not been able 
to examine lOR. stamps in quantity, but there appears to have been a crack in the lithographic stone, or 
perhaps the result of some accident of the printer, which results in a line sb.owing diagonally across at least 
nine stamps on one of the panes. 

25R. 
Some authorities state that the stamps of this value were printed in sheets of 324, in two groups, 

one of 14 x 12 and one 13 x 12. Our own material shows a printing also of°324 stamps per sheet; but in 
four panes-15 x 6 (Top left); 12 x 6 (Top right); 15 x 6 (Bottom left); 12 x 6 (Bottom right). Some of 
the stamps are thinly gummed. The transfer subjects are in horizontal blocks of six, subject A being iden
tified by a break in the bottom frame line (see the illustration in the centre pages). There are only slight 
variations of shade in the stamps we have, and there are no mljor varieties to record on this value, with 
the exception of two large blotches that cover portions of stam:,s No. 1 of the fourth and fifth rows (top 
left pane) in presum1bly som-: of the later prints. 

50R. 
Our own m1terial again comes in sheets of 324 (four panes, 15 x 6, 12 x 6, 15 x·6, 12 x 6) whereas 

previous writers give two panels 14 x 12 and 13 x 12. Transfer subjects are in horizontal blocks of six, 
of which D and E are recognisable and are illustrated in the centre pages. Some of the stamps of this 
value appear thinly gummed. There -are two distinct shades, a bluish violet, and a true violet. Some 
stamps have been noticed with the design set off on the reverse. On remainders of this stamp, despatched 
to Moscow, it is noted that some of the sheets bear a cancellation "Baku 'o"', dated 11.1.22. This date 
is interesting since (as will have been noted from an earlier paragraph) the 50R. was issued in November 
1921 as a "complimentary" value. When postal rates were increased on 15.1.22, the 50R. was withdrawn 
and was not in fact used again. Genuinely used copies are therefore very rare, and stamps with this 11 .1.22 
date are likely to be the only "used" copies most collectors will be able to acquire. It is interesting, how
ever, to speculate on the reason for applying this cancellation to some of the remaindered sheets, which 
usually occurred about four places on a sheet. Was it a way of invalidating the sheets on the orders of 
the Postal Authorities? 

IOOR. 
Other authors say that the lOOR. value was printed in sheets of 264 stamps (two groups 12 x 11) 

We have insufficient material ourselves in large blocks or panes to give any opinion on sheet make-up. 
In the same way as for earlier values, the transfer subjects come in horizontal blocks ofsix,ofwhichSub
jects A and C can be identified -see the respective illustrations. Although there is little difference in 
the shades of this stamp, prints appear to vary considerably, and in some stamps the design is so heavy 
that it is barely recognisable. No stamps have been seen bearing gum. 
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150R. 
Material in our collections show that the 150R. stamp was printed in sheets of 324 stamps (two 

left hand panes, top and bottom, of 15 x 6; and two right hand panes, top and bottom, of 12 x 6). Other 
authorities state that the sheet comprised two groups 14 x 12 and 13 x 12. Unlike previous denomin
ations, the transfer subjects of the !SOR. are in vertical blocks of six, of which subject D has been identi
fied (see centre pages). None of the mint stamps seen by the writers has been gummed. Although there 
is a variation of shade in some of the stamps, none is sufficiently significant to warrant recording. There 
is a slight crack in the stone, or perhaps some other cause, which has made a thin line appear starting from 
the left hand margin and into the first stamp of the fourth row. In this stamp also, the word "RUB" 
is almost entirely eradicated, due presumably to damage of the transfer, or some other cause. 

250R. 
This value was printed in sheets of 304, in two panes; 16 x 9 (at top), and 16 x 10 (bottom). The 

transfer subjects are in vertical blocks of six, of which subjects A and C can be quickly identified (see illus
trations in the centre pages). The stamps were printed in two colours, and occasionally one or both inks 
are set off on to the reverse. Apart from this, the printing appears to have been quite well done, although 
some shifts of background have been noted. No copies have been seen with gum. Small guide lines 
between some of the tram:fer subjects, particularly in the lower half of the sheet, may be found. 

400R. 
Printed in sheets of 324 stamps, comprising two panes 12 x 14 (top) and 12 x 13 (bottom). The 

transfer subjects are in horizontal blocks of six, subject E being identified as indicated in the relevant illus
tration. The stamps appear to come in distinct shades of medium dark, and very dark blue, but in fact 
this shade variation occurs frequently on the same sheet. Stamp No 6 of the 8th row shows a large white 
spot to the left of the dome ("Star in the sky"). Some stamps of this value have been found fairly thickly 
gummed. 

SOOR. 
This value is printed in sheets of 304 stamps, of two panes (top; 16 x 9; bottom; 16 x 10). The 

transfer subjects are in vertical blocks of six, of which Subject E can be readily identified (see centre pages). 
There are no significant shades of background, but on some sheets, there is a serious background shift, 
being up to one-eighth of an inch out of alignment. There is one major variety, which occurs once on each 
sheet (stamp No. 3 on the bottom row of the sheet) where the final '0' of '500' has failed to print due to 
damage of the lithographic transfer or for some other cause (see diagram in the centre pages). This variety 
was listed in the 1927 Romeko Catalogue separately as an error 'SOR.', but the variety, though collectable 
enough, perhaps does not warrant such exceptionable treatment. We have not see any SOOR. values 
gummed. 

lOOOR. 
We have found this value the scarcest in large blocks and panes, and it is possible that it was not 

remaindered to the same extent as other values in the set. Not only are the writers unable to give any 
details of sheet make-up from their own knowledge, but other authors are silent too! It would be very 
helpful if any reader could shed some light on this. Transfer subjects are in horizontal blocks of six and 
one subject can be identified. We think this is subject B, but we are not certain of this. (See illustration 
in the centre pages). No stamps of this value have been seen gummed. The shade of blue seems to vary, 
two shades-light and dark-being particularly distinctive. The carmine also varies in colour. 

2000R. 
It is apparent from the examination of panes of this value, that the stami>s were printed in two 

panes, 16 x 9 (top), and 16 x 10 (bottom), the sheet being made up of 304 stamps. Transfer subjects were 
in 1-ertical blocks of six, of which subject F can be easily identified (see centre pages). There are a number 
of minor varieties in the sheet, but none sufficiently outstanding to warrant individual mention. Shifts 
of background can be found, but not apparently to the extent found on some other values. No stamps 
of this value have been found gummed. 

3000R. 
Judging from material held, this value was printed in sheets of 275 stamps made up into two panes 

11 x 12 (top) and 11 x 13 (bottom). Other writers have chronicled this stamp as having been printed in 
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sheets of 288 (11 x 12; 13 x 12). There appears to have been two distinct shades of brown and blue
light and dark. Transfer subjects are in horizontal blocks of six, of which subjects C and D are readily 
identifiable (see centre pages). This value is of special interest since it offers the major errors of the whole 
set. Stamps Nos. I, 2, 6, 7 and 8 of the bottom row of each sheet are inverted, giving five vertical tete
beche pairs to each sheet. With five stamps inverted on each sheet, one would expect to see these errors 
quite frequently, but this is not the case. The same varieties occur, of course, in copies of this value used 
for surcharging at a later date. One would hardly credit that errors such as these were made without 
speculation in mind, but because at that time, anyone branded as a "speculator" was liable to be shot out 
of hand, they were as likely to have been genuine errors by the printer. They were left uncorrected, and 
it is likely that due to the bicolouring of the design, they were not prominent. Even so, the background 
transfers ac_; well as the basic design would have been inverted on these stamps. No copies of the 3000R. 
value have b-.~n seen in gummed condition. Some prints of this value are extremely heavy and consid
erable shifts of background have been noted. 

5000R. 
This value was printed in sheets of 264 stamps, made up of two panes, each 11 x 12, one above the other. 

The transfer subjects are in horizontal blocks of six, of which subject A can be identified as shown in the 
illustration in the centre pages. No copies have been seen bearing gum. This value is particularly inter
esting from the printing aspect; for the design is printed on an overall background of light green wash. W. 
E. Hughes was under the impression that this background wash was applied by hand on the paper, but the 
colour seems too even in quality for this to have been the case, and we think it must have been applied to 
the paper by roller. There are margins at the left and right of the sheet, uncoloured, which seem to sup
port thi& view. The stamps break down into three distinct printings---{i) the pale green background wash, 
followed by a slightly deeper green background to the outline design, including a green stipple effect 
behind the values, and finally the outline design (in this printing the sheets would go through the print
ing machine three times), (ii) the same a'> before, but without the special slightly deep background (print
ing in two actions only-the background wash, and the outline design), and (iii) as for (ii) except that the 
background wash is much paler and thinner, and hardly tints the paper at all. It may well have been the 
case that originally the stamp would have been produced in the same way as for other bi-coloured values in 
the set, but that someone had the idea of giving the paper the all-over background wash. When this was 
decided, it was inevitable that the very similar prepared background would have to be discarded, and it is 
surprising that some stamps were printed bearing the two background colours. An example of each print
ing is illustrated in the central pages, but despite great efforts by our blockmakers, the slightly deeper back
ground and stipple of the first printing does not really show to our satisfaction. At the corners of some 
stamps of this value, particularly at the edge of the sheet, can be seen small guide lines round the transfer 
subjects. There are no major varieties on the sheet, although one stamp (No. 8 in Row 7 of lower pane) 
has a large "bald patch" in the middle of the outline design. 

This completes our description of the basic stamps of the Soviet Definitive set, and it remains to 
to chronicle details of the Soviet Famine Relief Issue. 

THE SOVIET FAMINE RELIEF ISSUE 
This issue comprised two stamps : 

500R. Blue with Light Blue background. 
IOOOR. Brown and Buff. 

The design of the 500R. consists of a sleigh being driven to a hamlet carrying supplies and is in 
horizontal format, whilst the IOOOR., in upright design, shows a mother with children. The order for 
these two stamps must have been given to the Lithographie Demidoff on the same date as for the regular 
set, for it is understood they made their appearance on 21st October, 1921. Whether the use of these 
two Charity stamps (which were in aid of the Famine-stricken in the Volga Region) was obligatory, is not 
certain, but they were certainly supposed to be supplementary to ordinary postage stamps. In some up
country offices it is believed they were used as ordinary postage stamps. The Kohl Handbuch states that 
2½ million of each value were printed. Some of the IOOOR. have been seen with gum, but the bulk of the 
printing was without gum. The Charity stamps were reissued in Baku on 1st May, 1922 bearing over
prints in three different types reading "Bakinskoy P.K." for Red Army week. They were sold at 25,000R. 
and 50,000R. respectively. These overprints do not fall to be discussed on this occasion but may be the 
subject of a later article. 
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SHEET CHARACTERISTICS 
500R. 

This stamp was printed in sheets of 270, in two panes, side by side, each 9 x 15. The transfer sub
jects were in horizontal groups of six, of which subjects D and E can be identified (see centre pages for 
illustration). There are no m3jor varieties to record although we have noted some serious background 
shifts, up to 1/8th inch (see the illustration of one of these in centre pages). The b.ickground comes in 
two distinct shades-light and dark blue. No gummed copies of this value have been seen. 

lOOOR. 
Also printed in two p.-.nes (each 15 x 9) m:lking a sheet of 270 stamps, except that the panes are one 

above the other, and not side by side. Transfer subjects arc in vertical blocks of six, of which subject B 
is identifiable (see illustration in centre pages). There are no m1jor varieties to record. Som~ stam;,s 
show small guide lines in the comers of the design. Gumm id stam,s of this value are noted. 

FORGERIES OF BOTH ABOVE ISSUES 
In the same way as for the Mussawat issues, forgeries were prepared-believed in Vienna-of alf 

values of the Soviet definitive issue, and of the famine relief issue. These were distributed to the stamp 
trade, but are not seen frequently today.. The copies.are quite good, of some values very good, b:it others, 
such as 150R., 400R., 500R., and 5000R. are poor, due to the wrong sh:ldes of ink being used. AU the 
forgeries are thinly coated with gum. Major differences in the design are shown in the illustrations in the 
centre pages. Details of the lOOR. forgery are not shown as the writers have no example of this item. 
It is understood however, that the tips of the crescent do not a-:tually touch the inner frame line, as they 
should. 

Sometimes these forgeries are seen used on prepared covers, which are, of course, faked. The 
stamps are cancelled with faked postmarks of either Baku or Elizavetpol, often with dates of April 1923. 
A somewhat dangerous practice is that occasionally these forgeries have received enumer:ator surcharges, 
often in unrecorded combinations, and these are mixed in with genuine stamps. The forgeries have also 
been reported printed 'back to back' giving the appearance of proofs. One collector in U.S.A. ha-, a 
block of four of the 150R. printed on the back of a block of the 2000R. 

We hope that readers will have been interested in the sumnury provided in the two parts of this 
article and in new information we have been able to record, particularly on sheet sizes and tramfer sub
jects. The Editor would be pleased to hear of any other printings, or varieties which readers can add to 
this listing. 

SOVIET SCREEN VARIETIES. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
A. S. Waugh 

A recent article printed in Journal No. 32, drew members' attention to the horizontal and vertical 
screen variety noted on the 50k. stamp featuring a combine harvester, issued in 1941 as part of the series 
designed by F. Kozlov for the Industrial Achievem'!nts set. A further examination of stamps produced 
by using photogravure screens and all issued during the ten year period 1939-1948, has yielded a number 
of these interesting varieties. In every case, they appear quite distinctive, particularly in those printings 
where the diamond shaped graticules have been reproduced with maximum clarity. 

It is quite possible that these varieties result from a new printing, and the need to remake one or 
more plates due to wear and tear or accident. It is also noteworthy that in the two cases of Miniature 
sheets printed by photogravure and produced during this period, the regular stamps differ from specimens 
off the sheets by the screen angles. The well known colour variety (emerald green) of the I Rouble Bering 
stamp of 1943 has a different screen angle to the normal stamp. 

CURRENT LIST OF 1939-1948 SCREEN VARIETIES 
(Stamps mentioned can all be found with Vertical and Horizontal Graticules). 
1. August 1939. 60k. carmine, definite stamp. (Illustrated in the centre pages). 
2. August 1939. Agricultural Exhibition, 30k, Pavilion, and 80k., Girl with Sugar Beets. 
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3. January 1941. Industrial series, 50k., Combine Harvester. 

4. April 1943. Vitu::; Perin~, 30k., blue, Mount St. Ilja. 
lR. Yellow Green (norm:>.I i::;suc) Horizontr.l :;,;rec:1. 
lR. Fm~r?.!d Green (V~.riety) Vertical s:reen. 

5. Febru2ry 1946. Victory Par~.de, 2R., Vio!ct. (llh:::;trf.td in ce:1t,c pa:;cs). 

6. June 1946. Maxim Gorki, 60k., Green. (Illustrated in centre pages). 

7. September 1946. Moscow Views, 5k., Belfry of Ivan the Great; 20k., Sverdlov Square and 
the Bolshoi The~.tre. (Illustrated in centre pages). 

8. September 1948. Sports Series, 30k., Football. The normal screen angle for horizontal 
designs is vertical, but the 30k., Football, measuring 33 x 32 mm. (as against 32 x 31.5 mm. 
small format) h~-~ a horizontal screen. 

MINIATURE SHEETS 

1944. Leningrad Miniature sheet, horizontal screen. Regular stam.:,s in s?.me design (Hero 
Cities' issue) have vertical screens. 

1946. 29th Anniversary of the Revolution. Stamps from the Miniature sheet, imperforate and 
measuring 37 mm. have vertical screens. Those stam.:,:; imperforate from the regular issue 
measuring 3.65 mm., have horizontal screens. 

No doubt many other stamps of this period will yield screen varieties if carefully scrutinised with a 
good magnifying glass of moderate power. It m?.y be of some significance that these varying screens 
seem to be confined to the ten-year period which includes the war years and immediate post-war recon
struction. Lack of skilled labour, shortage of materials, might also have contributed, along with the need 
for reprints and reissues. In latter years the adoption of Offset Lithography in many colours has seen the 
decline of screened photogravure ~.s a medium for stam:, production in the U.S.S.R. 

OBITUARY 

DR. LEONID S. SNEGIREFF 

One of the greatest figures in Russian philately, Dr. Leonid S. Snegirelf, died at the age of 55 on 
5th September. His knowledge of Russian postal history was immense and he had gathered together 
one of the best collections, containing very many outstanding items. 

As a man he was quiet and modest with great charm of manner, and it was surprising to read in the 
New York Herald Tribune that a a result of his war service in the U.S. Army Medical Corps, he had been 
awarded the Bronze Star, the Croix de Guerre of France and of Belgium, as well as medals from the Nether
lands, Russia and Italy. He had never mentioned them. He was well-known in medical circles for his 
work in the Cancer Research Institute at the New England Deaconess Hospital, Boston. In addition 
he visited Russia two or three times as a member of U.S. Medical Missions and was thrilled at the oppor
tunities they provided for visiting Tashkent and Samarkand. 

He contributed articles to the early numbers of our Journal showing not only great philatelic know
ledge but the detailed precision one would expect from a scientist such as he was. If he had not been so 
.busy with his medical work we should have had many more articles from him. We mourn the loss of a 
great philatelist and those who knew him intimately have lost a great friend. 

A. H. W. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Since the publication of Journal 32, we have had the pleasure of receiving many compliments from 
members. It would appear that our efforts to cover most facets of Russian philately, and yet also include 
a number of less serious contributions, was a recipe that pleased readers. We hope this current number, 
which follows the same policy, will also give similar pleasure. Readers' views are always welcome, and 
we value them highly, and it is our regret that pressure of business has meant that we have not always been 
able to acknowledge letters very promptly. Nevertheless any views on our Journal are most appreciated, 
and we hope to continue to produce numbers along the lines suggested, each six months. 

The following comments from readers about articles in earlier Journals have been received:-
Mr. I. L. G. Baillie (Bristol) writes: "Dr. Seichter has followed up my notes on multiple plate num

bers (B.J.R.P. 32, page 15) with information on the two following items in his collection: 

(a) 3 kop. imperf. (with Podolia IA Trident) with 'I' at left, and '2' at right. 

(b) 3 kop. imperf. (with Kiev 2 Trident) top left corner block of 20 with lower portion of '3' (either 
the numeral '3' or the letter 'Z') over the left selvedge, in "orange colour." 

Thus (a) is another example of horizontal duplication, and (b) is a fine example of vertical duplicat
ion strongly supporting my tentative theory of 400-stamp printing plates for the Arms types (i.e. 2 x 2 
arrangement of 100-stamp "sheets"). 

Dr. Seichter also draws my attention to the apparently illogical situation that plate numbers are 
differently placed (i.e. lower left right) on different values, so that I am encouraged in my belief that the 
answers the plate make-up questions will be, as so often, complicated and unexpected." 

Mr. F. Julius Fohs (Houston, U.S.A.) commenting on the same article, says that he would probably 
restrict the printing to four sheets at a time. "Determination of the number of printings will also be some
what restricted and the factors employed in determining would include changes of shade or colour, flaws, 
retouches, and in the cases of 20k. and 50k., the number and position of stamps with Fawcett dots." If 
collectors will send Mr. Fohs any information they may have on this matter, he will attempt an evaluation 
of the several printings from this particular aspect. (Mr. Fohs' address is 1077 San Jacinto Building, 
Houston, 2, Texas, U.S.A.). In regard to the 10k. Arms Type stamp imperforate, (Outstanding Items, 
Journal 32, page 17) Mr. Fohs states that his holdings are restricted to one block of four, and one block 
of ten, both unused. 

Mr. Richard Gilbert (Chatham, Kent) makes two valid points (with which the authors are in full 
agreement) on the article "Basic Issues of Azerbaijan-Part I" (Journal 32, page 3). In the 25R. value, 
the colour "blue" in the second printing, is absolutely distinctive, being of a lavender shade. In the 60k. 
value (second printing) the "orange" on some prints is a very definite "red," probably the same ink as used 
for the red of the 2R. 

Dr. A. H. Wortman (London) writes: "It would appear from a cover in my collection, that the 
Nizhni Novgorod Fair was held after 1922, until 1924 at least. (see B.J.R.P. No. 32, page 18). This cover 
was sent by Air Mail to Frau Sophie Raigorodsky in Berlin, from Ya. Ragorodsky who gives his address 
in Russian as "Nizhegorodskaya Yarmarka, Gost. Rossiya 7." The cover is franked by two pairs of 
!Ok. perf. 14 x 14½ and a single 20k./lOR. Air Mail, the cancellation being the same as on John Lloyd's 
cover, NIZHNI YARMARKA 'u' (In Russian 'y') the date being 23.8.24. In addition, there is on the 
reverse, a violet registration handstamp with a •z• for 'Zakaznoe· and NIZHNI Y ARMARKA P.T. 
OTDIEL No. I. It does therefore seem that this is an authentic cover from someone who attended the 
Fair in August 1924, and it will be interesting to see whether any reader reports a later one." 

Several readers from both home and overseas have added items to the list of "Soviet Perforation 
Varieities" compiled by Allan Waugh (B.J.R.P. 32, page 21) and these have been passed on to him for 
recording in a follow-up article, which we hope will appear in the next Journal. In connection with Allan 
Waugh's article "A Photogravure Variety" (B.R.J.P. 32, page 14) John Lloyd (Colchester) writes to say 
he has one 50k. horizontal graticule on the comb perf. 12¼ x 11¾ stamp, and two 50k. vertical graticule 
on line perf. 12¼ stamps. This, says John, could mean two separate printings and operations. 

Donald McDonald (Bromley) writes, and thanks Mr. Eric Mehnert-Frey (Zurich) for his comments 
(see "Correspondence" Journal 32). Mr. McDonald says: "Undoubtedly Mr. Mehnert-Frey gives the 
right explanation. His sovereign point is that the German postmark is not Hoitenau but Holtenau, which 
situated at the Baltic mouth of the Kiel Canal would be the first call for ocean-going ships sailing from the 
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Baltic ports. I have re-examined the postmark on the cover and confirm his view. The horizontal limb 
of the "L" is placed right on the perforation of the stamp and is represented only by a single dot, but never
theless that dot is certainly there. The cover was therefore definitely posted at Holtenau by the individual 
who had travelled on the ship from Reva!. Whether he or someone else applied the swastika to the 
Russian stamp must remain in doubt. A swastika it undoubtedly is, applied in the usual violet ink by a 
rubber stamp covering most of the stamp and tying it to the cover. Mr. Harold Osi, in an earlier comment 
on this item says 'definitely swastika was used by moderate revolutionaries in Russia in these years as 
some sort of emblem. Swastika also appeared on the Provisional Government's 1917 250R. banknotes.' 
It also appears in the decoration of the Weaver type of Estonian stamp of 1922-8, but may, of course, be 
nothing more than a useful conventional ornament. With regard to the state of postal traffic in Reva! 
at the time of the 1905 troubles, Mr. Osi also quotes from the memoirs of a former Estonian Prime Mini
ster, Mr. A. Ree, 'a leading underground leader in those days in Tallinn' who states that 'during 
those days post and all other communications were brought to complete stoppage.' 

THE AMERICAN SAMOVAR 

Dr. Gregory B. Salisbury 

Writing philatelic columns is a difficult problem during the last days of July. The afternoon heat 
is in the high nineties, the air-conditioned car beckons invitingly near by, and the bikini clad girls are for
ever sunning themselves on the parched lawns. Several months ago, when your columnist visited the 
INTERPEX in New York, the main attraction was Poland No. 1 shown by Miroslaw A. Bojanowicz. 
Our British members have seen the amazing display of this prize winning collection, and they can well 
appreciate our delight. The Collectors' Club of New York was the scene earlier of the first showing of 
the fabulous treasures. The Rossica Society, meeting during the Interpex had similar fortune of viewing 
a vast array of Poland No. 1 on covers, and of hearing Mr. Bojanowicz's comments, which doubled our 
philatelic pleasure. 

The June issue of the S.P.A. Journal carried an excellent article "The Stamps of Autonomous Crete" 
by Pierson Ostrov. It covers the period of foreign intervention as well as that of the subsequent Cretan 
governments and its stamps. The article was useful for its historical content, however it does not describe 
the postal issues of the occupying powers, such as Russia. The "U.S.S.R." of May 1963 carried two 
articles of interest to philatelists. One is by Yelena Dvroshinskaya "Half a Million .Picture Postcards" 
Which describes the stupendous collection of Nikolai Tagrin, which was assembled during the last forty 
years. It is housed in thousands of albums and it covers the entire world. The collection has such unique 
items as the first Russian illustrated postcards; cards drawn by hand during the first Russian Revolution; 
and examples of cards illegally issued in Nazi Germany. Tagrin's address is Vasilyevskaya Liniya 4, 
Apt. 7, Leningrad. The second article is "Reaching for the Stars," no author given, showing the Soviet 
cosmonauts, their space ships, routes, beautifully illustrated, and drawings of all U.S.S.R. cosmic vehicle 
dates, weights, etc.-a most useful article for the space collectors. Incidentally, our Jerri Chaivoe won 
the Grand Award at Interpex for his "Man in Space.'' 

A most useful and fascinating book has been recently released by Sviazizdat, Moscow (Moskva
Tzentr, Chistoprudniii Bulvar 2) titled "Ancient Russian Post" or "Starinnaya Ruskaya Pochta," 79 
pages. It is written by Maria N. Vitashevskaya and it is richly and profusely illustrated. The opus is 
in Russian and it is being serialised in the coming issues of the Rossica Journal, the Russian edition, and 
the English. 

Emile Marcovitch tells us in a letter from Paris that on 11 th of May, L' Arc-en-Ciel celebrated its 
50th anniversary by holding an exhibition in Paris. Member Marcovitch exhibited his collections of 
vignettes of Russia, Finland, and Poland to 1917. He sent souvenir covers with labels specially prepared 
for the event, and with the stamps cancelled by a special cancellation. 
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A couple of weeks ago, my son visited E. Marcovitch and was his guest for an extended stay. He 
viewed his famed Zemstvo and label collections. When I asked Roger what he liked best, he wrote "his 
wife Katie's blinchiki! She is a marvellous cook!!" My son is not a philatelist but a gourmet. Incid
entally Roger writes that he lunched with M. V. Liphschutz and afterwards viewed hi~ prize-winning col
lections of Russia No. 1. He commented on a full sheet recently acquired by Mr. Liphschutz, on which 
one could see clearly the watermark "I." It was used for printing No. I of Russia. On the lower border 
of the sheet is a clear watermark "1857."' Only two of such sheets are known to exist. 

I received from Ben Beede a Bulletin of the Third Reich Study Group. It carries an editorial by 
Mr. Beede in which he echoes my speech at the American Philatelic Congress, namely that the specialist 
groups such as their unit of the German Philatelic Society, ours and others should exchange publications 
which carry articles of interest to two or several groups. We urge all to collaborate and to aid in philat
elic research for the field of philately is too vast for any one unit or Society to play a lone wolf. 

Until our next. Da Svidaniya! 

A COLLECTOR'S CALENDAR 

P. T. Ashford 

As reported in om last column, there have been a number of meetings of "regional" groups of the
B.S.R.P. going on, all of which have been greatly enjoyed by those attending. Our London group has been 
veryactive,meetingshavingbeen held at almost monthly intervals. One of these was held recently at the 
home of Mr. E. C. Combridge, our Librarian, at Hassocks, when eight m!mbers were present. A new 
innovation was a week-end meeting of West Country members at the beautiful country house in Somerset 
of Mr. Cecil Roberts, which was held over the Saturday and Sunday, 27th and 28th April. Altogether 
ten members had a thoroughly enjoyable time, which included set displays by Mr. Roberts (Ukraine); 
Mr. E. Eades (Zemstvos); Mr. H. F. Blease (Imperials); and Mr. W. Ross (General issues). A number 
of photographs of the occasion were taken, one of which (by Allan Waugh) is reproduced in the centre 
pages. If the group looks any less serious than usual, the fault must be entirely due to Mr. Roberts' well 
stocked bar. Our thanks must go to Mr. and Mr~. Roberts who made such an enjoyable event possible. 

One most important event of which we only heard by the merest chance, was the Golden Wedding 
of Mr. and Mrs. Will Huddy, celebrated on 30th July, 1963. To Will and his wife we offer our sincerest 
congratulations on this wonderful occasion. Will's two sons, and two daughters (one of whom-Mrs. 
Anthony-travelled from Saskatchewan, Canada) were all present at the celebrations in Liskeard. Will, 
being an ex-Mayor of Liskeard (1942-5), and Mrs. Huddy have always played a prominent part in business 
and civic life, so that many tributes were made to them by local citizens. Will has been head of the family 
watchmaking and jewellery business since 1918, a business that hac; been handed down from father to son 
for the last 200 years. It might also be appropriate on this occasion to thank Will for his unstinted ser
vice to our Society as Hon. Treasurer, a post he has graced since the Society was formed in 1936. It is 
very necessary to have someone of Witrs calibre at the helm of the Treasury; to cope with our spendthrift 
Editor is in itself a major undertaking. One piece of news we are sorry to mention, however, is that Miss 
W. M. Snow, who has helped our Society with Accounts work for many years, has suffered a breakdown 
in health, and has been ordered a complete rest for three months by the doctors. We certainly hope Miss 
Snow will soon feel much better, and be quickly on the road to complete good health. 

Little has been said, in print at any rate, of the generous gift made by Mrs. Mabel Chamberlain 
to the Society in memory of our late President Roy Chamberlain. This valued gift comprises a Presi
dent"s badge worked in solid gold in the form of the monogram "B.S.R.P." as shown on the cover of the 
Journal. The letters are picked out in dark blue lacquer, and the badge is hung by ribbon from the shoul
ders. The reverse is suitably inscribed in Roy Chamberlain's memory. We are most fortunate in being 
the recipients of such a beautiful gift, and there can be few Philatelic Societies which possess such a magni
ficent badge of office. 
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Simon Tchilinghirian's excellent "Used Abroad Chronicle-V" which appeared in the March 
Journal was one of the best yet in a truly outstanding series. The description of a new series of cleverly 
forged covers, apparently emanating from Milan, means that we must be very much on our guard when 
purchasing material of this kind. Most collectors of Russia are suspicious beasts, and they have good 
cause to be, for the amount of philatelic philandering that went on in the Revolutionary period was per
haps second to none in the hobby as a whole. It comes therefore as a surprise to find that there are still 
collectors and dealers who are unwilling to recognise that they may-like any of us-be misled into buying 
spurious items. So-an appeal!--please let's be realistic, and look at m:iterial carefully and critically, 
remembering that there are too many fakes and forgeries about in our chosen field. Be prepared !-for 
the worst! 

It is a pleasure to note that Mr. A. Droar won a silver medal (with special prize) at the Luxembourg 
"Melusina" Exhibition in April; also our good friend John Lloyd gained a bronze. We learn from Dr. 
R. Seichter, of Soltau, that he, too, won a Silver Medal for his Ukraine (Kharkov) collection, and another 
Silver Medal for his monograph on Kharkov tridents. Earlier at Prague, Dr. Seichter gained a silver 
medal with honour award for his outstanding Ukraine publications, and an award for his Ukraine (Pol
tava) collection. In May, Dr. Seichter was able to "talk tridents" with Mr. Cecil Roberts, who had a 
most pleasant holiday in Soltau. Dr. Alfred Wortman this year visited Sicily (no dear, not Cecily), as well 
as Italy, surveying that island from the top of Mount Etna, after a somewhat soul-stirring (if not stomach 
stirring) journey in a cable-car! Kurt Adler stopped off at London before embarking on an East Europ
ean tour with the Metropolitan Opera, to have a chat with Alfred, whilst other visitors to London this 
summer included Igor Maslowski and Dr. Gregory Salisbury's son Roger. Mr. F. Julius Fobs, our genial 
member from Houston, Texas, is enjoying a three month va'.:8.tion in British Columbia, and returns to 
Texas in mid-September. John Barry made his customary visits to Guernsey and Herm, and duly bene
fited from the sunshine; Allan Waugh had an eajoyable-if slightly damp-holiday near Land's End, visit
ing also the Scilly Islands: whilst Ian Baillie also had the opportunity of eating "tiddy-oggies" at Looe, 
also in Cornwall. Cliff Handford was obliged, due to indifferent health, to cancel a much looked-for holi
day in Scotland, but we are glad to say that he enjoyed a later holiday near Oxford, and he is now feeling 
much better. 

The next issue of the Journal is due to appear in March 1964. A number of contributions of special 
interest are in hand for inclusion, and readers can look forward to "Postal Rate:, of the Russian Empire 
1901-4" translated from a German work "Das Neues Buch von der Welt-Post" (A. Schweizer-Lerchen
geld) by R. L. Joseph; Some Notes on the Soviet Standard Series of 1948/9, by H, lrmann-Jacobsen; New 
Soviet Essays by A. S. Waugh; as well as articles from the pens of S. D. Tchilinghirian, A. Droar, Dr. A. 
H. Wortman, and others. 

As members will have seen from the Obituary Notice written by Alfred Wortm:in, our good friend 
Dr. Leo Snegireff, of Boston, U.S.A., passed away in September at the early age of 55. The news came as 
a severe shock to his many friends, and as Alfred underlines, he was one of th·~ most prominent philatelists 
in our field. Dr. Snegireff attended B.S.R.P. meetings in London on occasions when he was in this coun
try, the last occasion being at the special meeting held at the time of the 1960 London Exhibition, at Royal 
Festival Hall. We were all impressed by his philatelic knowledge, his modesty, and his sincerity. Once 
again, Russian philately-and indeed the medical world--has suffered a grievious loss. 

REVIEWS OF NEW LITERATURE 

The Journal of the Rossica Society of Russian Philately. No. 63 (1962); and No. 64 (1963). Edited hy Dr. 
G. B. Salisbury, 49th and Locust Streets, Philadelphia 39, Pa., U.S.A. 

The 63rd number of our sister Journal in the U.S.A. has appeared recently, once again offering 
valuable articles and information for the Russian philatelist, and comprising 63 pages and 6 pages of illus
trations. A six page article by M. A. Bojanowicz and S. J. Capes-"Poland No. I, Forgeries, Fakes, 
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and Frauds" is especially interesting; and there are two contributions by O. A. Faberge-first a continu
ation of his "Stamped Envelopes oflmperial Russia," and secondly "Interesting envelopes of St. Peters
burg Town Post"; Russian philatelists owe gratitude to Andrew Cronin for translating several articles for· 
the benefit of English speaking readers---"The Russian Consular Post in Bulgaria before the Liberation" 
by D. N. Minchev, together with additional notes on this topic; and more on "Postal Services in Mon
golia" (translated from the Russian). Other interesting contributions include: "Jugoslav Post in Siberia" 
by R. Polchaniuoff; "The First Russian Special Cancellation" by Kurt Adler; "Stamps of the Warsaw Local 
Post 1915" (continued) by I. Braunstein; whil$t other articles from J. F. Chudoba; E. Marcovitch, Kurt 
Adler, M. Kessler, E. F. Newman, R. Polchaninoff, C. de Stackelberg, and E. Stefanovsky help to make 
it another outstanding issue and one which all collectors of Russia cannot afford to miss. Our own 
Secretary, John Barry, can arrange to forward subscriptions to the Rossica Society for you if you are not 
already a member. 

As these lines are written, No. 64 of Rossica Journal arrives from Philadelphia, and we feel that it 
should also be included for review on this occasion. This latest edition comprises 64 large pages and 8 
pages of illustrations. As usual, the contents are of the greatest value, deserving a permanent place on our 
boohhelves. No. 64 gets off to a good start with an article by O. A. Faberge on "Falsification of Zem
stvo Proofs in U.S.S.R." This is a story of some photographic reproductions of Zemstvo stamps which 
were offered to the author as "proofs," and it is only right to say that there is no suggestion that these 
came from any sort of official source within the U.S.S.R. As this is the case, it seems unfortunate that so 
much emphasis should have been given to "U.S.S.R." in the title-after all, far more subtle efforts at 
forgery are being offered in the stamp markets of the Western World! However, it is a good thing that 
these items should be publicised. There is an interesting translation taken from a book on the Russi;.n 
Administration in Bulgaria 1877/79 by Col. N. R. Orsyanny (published in St. Petersburg 1906) which was 
discovered by Kurt Adler. The particular chapter of the book reproduced, deals with Postal Communicat
ions set up by the Civilian Administrntion, and is of particular reference v<!lue to collectors. Another 
translation by A. Cronin of D. N. Minchev's "The Rumanian State and the Rus·;ian Military Posts in the 
War of 1877/8" is intere.;ting, and adds to the increasing amount of valuable literature on this hitherto 
less popular facet of collecting. R. Sklarevski contributes an article on 15k. Large Die Stamps of Arms 
Type, which raises some interesting points unknown to this reviewer. The same writer contributes some 
notes on Varieties of Post Cards and Letter Cards. G. H. Torrey concludes the notes on Used Abroad 
items he began in No. 63; C. C. Handford writes some paragraphs on Chistopol Zemstvos, whilst Kurt 
Adler writes an interesting article on a money transfer order of the Civil War period, emanating from the 
Seven River district of Semirechenskaya Oblast of Russian Asia. 0. A. Faberge gives additional Data 
on Post Cards and Letter Cards of the Russian Empire, and also on Stamped Envelopes with advertise
ments. Other contributors to an excellent issue are J. Posell (Russian Consular Stamps of 1913); V. Popov 
(More about U.S.S.R. Airpost issue of 1924); A Prado (The 1935 Soviet Price List); also Notes on Modern 
Russian Stamps; C. de Stackelberg (Additions to a Check List); A. Cronin (The Kyzyl Postmaster and his 
"spravkas"); and <1.lso a continuation of the translation on Mongolian postal history; Fred W. Speers 
("The Castle of Wenden"); whilst R. Sklarenki writes a short article on some interesting covers in his 
collection-the type of article that never fails to make the fish rise. Describing a picture post-card from 
Chardjuy, Mr. Sklarevski is puzzled by a double oval handstamp on it reading "Leutenant Volinets, Russie 
-Tchardjoui-Boukhara·• in the centre of which is "C.C.C.4593."' This reviewer has seen mauscript 
endorsements 'C.C.C. .. .' (followed by a number) on picture post-cards of this period and is firmly of 
the opinion that they indicate membership of a Correspondence or Picture Card Exchange Club-the 
figure denoting the sender·s membership number. As we know, collecting picture post-cards was a popular 
hobby in the early years of this century. Lieutenant Volinets appears to have gone one better and had 
rubber stamp made for himself! Another cover which sounds particularly interesting is from the Russian 
occupation of Trebizond 10/4/17 (Polevaya Zapasnaya P.K. 195) which has a single lined oval censor 
handstamp reading "Military Committee-Trebizond"' in both Russian and Armenian. Dr. Wortman
are you receiving us?! 

Other notes from this number stem from M. Kessler (Postal Rates-a preliminary report): R. 
Polchaninoff (Stamps of the Latvian Legion 1944); A further translation by Kurt Adler of another Imperial 
work on the Russian Postal Service in Mongolia; E. Marcm·itch (Letters and Cancellations of the Belgian 
Armoured Division in Russia during World War I); F. Julius Fobs (Stampless Covers of Russia 1845-
1873); M. Liphschutz (Letters from French Soldiers in the War of 1812). "Notes from Collectors" has 
some interesting comments from many collectors, and we must single out two items reported by J. F. 
Chudoba-one a picture postcard showing the Russian Post Office in Chefoo, China, and the other a card 
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apparently bearing a TIREBOLI (or TERIBOLI) oval cancellation of R.O.P.i.T., which will make Used 
Abroad collectors sit up and take notice! 

Journal of Chinese Philately. No. 103, December 1962; No. 104, February 1963; No. 105, April 1963; 
No. 106, June 1963; No. 101, August 1963. Issued by the Ch111ese Philatelic Society, and edited by W/Cdr. 
P. I. Padget, 30 Clarence Gro1•e Road, Weston-super-mare, Somerset. 

This valuable bi-monthly publication continues to interest the collector of Chinese stamps and 
cancellations, and the issues enumerated above contain the following articles; (No. 103) A continuation 
of Lt./Cdr. G. T. Baines' '1897 Overprints'; Additional Notes on "Cancellations of the Treaty Port Local 
Posts of China"; "The Stamps of East Hopei Area and T'Aug Shan" translated from the Chinese by 
R. F. Lankester; (No. 104) "The Min Chu Posts" by P. I. Padget; Description of a variety on the dollar 
values of the Sun-Yat-Sen issue, by L. R. F. Prescott; (No. 105) a quite enthralling article of great interest 
to any philatelist "Some Observations on the Foochow Bisects of 1901" by C. Chen with a note by Sir 
David Roseway; in addition there is the usual New Issue Lists; and other itemo;, such a'l "Contributions 
to a Far East Bibliography" by J~mes Negus. together with Society News. No. 106 includes a worth
while contribution by several China Society members on "The Japanese period in Formosa (1895-1945)"; 
and "The Chinese or Wei-Hai-Wei Regiment 1898-1903" by J. D. Riddell. No. 107 boasts an arti.:le 
especially interesting to B.S.R.P. collectors by M. Mochi on "Sin-Kiang; Bi-Lingual Chinese-Turki 
Cancellations"; P. J. Clemo "Early mail from the Far East"; "Eao;t China; 7th Anniversary of the Shan
tung Communist Postal Administration'" by E. N. Lane; "Communist Chinese Postal Stationery: Post 
Cards" by R. Townsend and G. E. Wilson as well as "Varieties of the Waterlow Issues of 1898-1910" 
by P. I. Padget . 

. AUCTION NOTES 

W. S. E. Stephen 
Despite there being no major collections of Russia on sale over the lac,t twelve months, a few inter

esting lots have been on offer at auction. The market continues buoyant with Messrs. Robson Lowe, Ltd., 
reporting in their Annual Review an increase of 282 °,~ in Foreign Sales over 1960/ 61 figures . Nor has 
the Postal History Auctions been neglected; the increase in overturn being also substantial. The 'Paul 
M. Davidson' Russia Collection has been on offer by Private Treaty, and if unsold meantime will be broken 
up and sold in two auctions during 1963. 

Among the more interesting items sold last year are the following (with realisations):-
1858 Imp. lOk. clearly cancelled '73' within four rings, a few perfs. foxed. £16 
1858 30k. fine unused with much original gum £80 
1866--75 Vert. laid. 20k. unused with some original gum. £12 
1932 (Dec.) Philatelic Exhibition. Miniature Sheet complete with Com,>liments 

Card as issued to the l.l.P.U. Congress at Cairo in 1934. £27 
1935 (Aug.) The Moscow- San Francisco flight. lR. on lOk., a fine mint block £18 
Little of Postal History interest has been on offer, but the following may he mentioned:-
Large part of regd. envelope, Pekin to Pot5dam bearing Kitai 1904/8, 50k., 1 R., 3R. 50k., 

and 7R. with Pekin c.d.s. (Type 7, fig. 470, 'Stamps of Russian Empire, Used 
Abroad') £26 

1909. 35k. cancelled Gumbat-i-Kabuz. . . £8/10/0 
1909. 50k. with part c.d.s. of St. Maousham (C.E.R.) .. £7/10/0 
The remarka'>le collection of 12 covers of the Napoleonic invasion of Russia, offered intact at 

£250 by Robson Lowe at March 20, 1963 Sale failed to find a purchaser. The owner has now agreed 
that they should be offered individually but at time of writing no realisations are to hand. 

Other Foreign P.O.'s in Russia were on offer at February 6, 1963 Sale, outstanding being Lot 341, 
aregisteredletter,Crimeato Derby, England, bearing a strip of three embossed 6d. G.B. with 'stars and 
<:yphers' h.s. and another with three embossed 6d. cut to shape, realised £110. 

Material from the First World War was also on offer at this Sale from various Expeditionary 
Forces in the Baltic, Arctic, Azerbaijan, Caucasus, and Siberian areas, all making well over estimates, 
the realisation being over double in many cases. 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 33 Page 35 



THE ZEMSTVO GAZETTEER (continued) 

Fred W. Speers 

RYAZAN GOVERNMENT 

(Eight zemstvo-issuing cities: Dankov, Egorievsk; Kasimov, Ryazan, Ryazhsk, Sapozhok, Skopin 
and Spask.) 

Period of zemstvo activity within the government: 1868-1917. 
Ryazan government, in central Russia forms a link between those governments of central Great 

Russia and of the steppe governments to the south-east. It is bounded by the governments of Vladimir, 
Tambov, Tula and Moscow. The navigable Oka river flows south-easterly across it with fertile soil 
extending southward from its right bank while to the north are m:ushy patches and sandy areas giving way 
to forested sections in the north. 

Area: 16,250 square miles. Population (1906) : 2,100,000. 
As only about 8 per cent of the land of the governm~nt was unsuited for agriculture the principal 

occupation of its people lay in that field. However, despite living in a "black earth" area, they were 
hampered by the feudalistic landholding system of the 19th century. Crops included oats, rye, barley, 
backwheat, flax, hemp, potatoes and fruit, but still were raised in insufficient quantities to support the 
population. With the decline of livestock breeding because of shortage of pasture land, som! hay was 
exported. Manufacturing activity on a small scale included cotton and flax mills, flour processing, 
machine works, tanneries, match factories, distilleries and soap works. 

The Slavs colonized Ryazan in the 9th century and Ryazan itself was mentioned in the Chronicles 
of the 10th century, bunhe Mongol invasion of 1239-42 halted its development. Princes of the region 
later opposed annexation with Moscow, making alliances with the Mongols and Lithuanians but they 
finally yielded and the area wac; annexed in 1517. 

Principal cities other than those m~ntioned above were Mikailov, Pronsk, Ranenburg a'1d Zaraisk. 

Da11kov (Ryazan Governm'!nt) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1873-1916. 
Dankov is situated in the extrem! south-western section of the government, a few miles west of 

the southerly flowing headwaters of the Don river. It is close to the government's boundary with that of 
Tambov to the west. The city, which had a population of about 5,000 in 1900, lies on a rail line midway 
between Bogoroditsk to the west and Morshansk to the east. The line was developed for shipments of 
grain. 

Stamps: Dankov, whose issuance of zemstvo stamps extended over a 43-year period, had five 
principal issues in three chief designs plus a St. Petersburg "Key-plate" issue of the Ardatov type. Its 
first two issues were lozenge-shaped (narrow horizontally) and the others were rectangular. All designs 
,vere characterized by a coat of arms with the upper half of the field showing a crossed sword and sabre 
surmounted by a cap with the lower half showing a horse, facing left, with its right foreleg raised. The 
only value issued was 3 kopecks. The stamps were largely bi-coloured: black and shades of green or 
blue, and green, red and brown in solid colours. 

Egorievsk (Ryazan Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1868-1897. 
Egorievsk lies in the northwest section of the government close to its boundary with that of Mos

cow. It is on the western fringe of a marshy area of the government and the soil in this locality is of 
poor quality. There are important phosphorite quarries nearby. Egorievsk is 70 miles by rail from the 
city of Moscow and a 15-mile branch line links it with the Moscow-Ryazan railway. Tanneries, the 
manufacture of clothing and working in cotton and flour mills gave employment to about 6,000 of its 
1897 population of 23,032. 

Stamps: Egorievsk, second of the Ryazan cities to issue zemstvos, had six principal issues which 
appeared in two chief designs. Its first format (lozenge-shaped, wider across) and design were similar 
to that of Ryazan"s first stamp issued a year earlier. The second format was rectangular. All of Egor
ievsk's stamps feature the figure "3" for the only value it issued. The stamps, lithographed in only one 
colour, were in black, blue or red. 
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Kasimo1• (Ryazan Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1869-1875. 
Kasimov lies in the extreme northern section of the government on the Oka river 75 miles east 

north-east of the city of Ryazan. Much of its commercial importance grew from the fact that it was a 
stopping place on the road from Moscow to Nizhnie-Novgorod or to Astrakhan. Its people became 
proficient in serving travellers and in operating inns. Kasimov had a population of about 9,000 in 1870 
which by 1897 grew to 13,545 of whom about 1,000 were Tatars. The city, an important hemp-jute 
centre, also was famed for its leather goods, post-horse bells and its colourful fair held in July. 

Founded in 1152, it became the capital of a Tatar khanate in the 15th century,subject to Moscow 
until the latter took over in 1667. The city has a cathedral and a mosque, the latter supposedly built 
by Kasim, founder of the Tatar principality and from whom it takes its name. 

Stamps: Kasimov, whose six-year span of zemstvo-issuing activity was the shortest of any Ryazan 
city, had five principal issues and a different design for each. The first three, somewhat similar to that 
of Ryazan issued two years previously, were typeset and lozenge-shaped, the design being widest hori
zontally. The fourth was an embossed circular design with blue background and the final issue was 
typeset and although circular in design was square cut. All issues were 3 kopecks in value. Inks were 
black, blue or lilac in colour. 

Ryaza11 (Ryazan Government) 

Zemstvo-issuing Period: 1867-1879. 
Ryazan, capital of the government of the same name, is located in the central section on the right 

bank of the Trubezh river, a mile west of its confluence with the Oka. Most of the city is built on a 
large crag overlooking a former lake bottom dotted with villages. A highway and a railway, the latter 
built during 1862-1864, link it with Moscow and Kozlov. Principal crops in the region are winter rye 
and makhorka, an inferior variety of tobacco. Iron and steel processing and tanneries and shoe fac
tories are principal industries. It is 124 miles south-east of Moscow. Its population in 1897 was 44,552. 

The old town's original site was abandoned in the 14th century when princes and bishops moved 
to the nearby site of an old fort, Pereyaslav-Ryzanskiy, which then took on the name of Ryazan. Tatars, 
who had sacked the town in the 14th century, were turned back in the 15th and 16th centuries. Remains 
of the city's old kremlin, built in 1208, can still be seen. The city is a see of the Greek Orthodox church 
and its cathedral dates back to the 17th century. Near Ryazan are the towns of Murom and Karach
arovo, the latter being the supposed birthplace of the legendary hero, llya Murometz. 

Stamps: Five principal designs are seen in the nine issues of Ryazan which was the first city in its 
government to issue zemstvos. Its first lozenge-shaped issue was copied quite closely by Egorievsk and 
Kasimov. The remaining designs were all typeset and square in format and were printed or lithographed 
in solid colours of blue, black, gold, silver or red. Ryazan's stamps were issued only in 2 kopecks value. 

Ryazhsk (Ryazan Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1882-1897. 
Ryazhsk, located in the southern section of the government, is 72 miles south of the capital city 

of Ryazan. With the growth of the railway system from the 1860s on it became one of central Russia "s 
wealthiest small communities. The city, which attained a population of 12,993 in 1897, is one of the 
chief railroad junctions in European Russia with lines from Moscow, South Russia, Caucasia, Poland, 
Samara and Siberia meeting there. Being at the hub of such a transportation system also enabled the 
community to develop as a corn-shipping centre. Excellent horses also were raised in this locality. The 
community also was situated on a northerly tributary of the Oka.' 

Stamps: Ryazhsk emitted four issues of stamps in three designs, the first two being typeset and 
rectangular in format. They were typographed on violet or lilac or rose paper. The third in rectangular 
format was lithographed in red, blue and gold. It showed a coat of arms with the crossed sword and sabre 
surmounted by a cap in the upper third of the field. The lower two-thirds of the field depicts a river 
flowing from upper right to lower left with a landing pier on one bank. All Ryazhsk stamps were of 3 
kopecks value. 

Sapozhok (Ryazan Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period : 1870-1913. 
Sapozhok, which lies in the south south-east section of its government a few miles from its boun-
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dary with that of the Tambov government, was in the best agricultural area of its own government. Rye, 
oats and barley constituted the principal crops. The community had only a population of about 4,500 
in 1910. Its zemstvo council was particularly active not only in postal matters, but also in education 
and dissemination of information concerning the best agricultural practices. 

Stamps: The stamp issuing period of Sapozhok, 43 years, equalled that of Dankov which embarked 
on this programme three years later. Sapozhok was, however, the most prolific of Ryazan zemstvo
issuing cities. It emitted some twelve principal issues in seven designs, including circular as well as 
rectangular formats in its array. Its eighth issue, appearing in 1900, closely copied the design of a stamp 
Switzerland had issued in 1854. This was the seated figure of Liberty with her shield. In 1890, Sapo
zhok emitted a stamp showing its coat of arms centred in an oval and this design three years later provided 
the basis for a similar one emitted by Verkho-turye in Perm government. Sapozhok's coat of arms 
underwent changes as it appeared in several of the city's issues. The crossed sword and sabre seen in 
other Ryazan government issues became a spear crossed first with a flag or small standard and then an 
arrow. This appeared in the upper half of the field. II}- t!le lower half appeared a bird either standing 
or.• flying. All of Sapozhok's stamps were either 5 or 10 kopecks in value. Colours were either solid 
or combinations of two of the following: black, red, green, orange and yellow. 

Skopin (Ryazan Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1871-1917. 
Skopin, located on the Verda river a tributary of the Oka to the east, is in the southern section of 

the Ryazan government. It was an agricultural community with extensive fruit orchards not usually 
found in this government. A rail line linked it with Tula to the west. In the early part of the 20th 
century deposits of lignite in this area were worked. Skopin, chief town of its district, had a population 
of about 14,700 by 1900. 

Stamps: Skopin, which issued zemstvos for a longer period (46 years) than any other Ryazan city, 
is credited with eight principal issues in only three chief designs and the latter two are quite similar. All 
Skopin designs featured a coat of arms with the upper half of the field showing the crossed sword and 
sabre of Ryazan and the lower half depicted a bird, facing left. In the first issue the bird appears about 
ready to fly, but the two later ones show it walking. Only 3 and 5 kopecks values were issued. Colours 
were solid: blue, green, brown and carmine rose. 

Spask (Ryazan Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1883-1913. 
Spask, a port city on the Oka river, lies in the central section of Ryazan government 30 miles 

south-east of the city of Ryazan. It has a landing pier on the left bank of the Oka for river boats. Across 
the river from Spask, which was chartered as Spask-Ryazanski in 1778, are the ruins of old Ryazan, 
founded in 1095. Old Ryazan was destroyed by the Mongols in 1237. In Spask, which had attained 
a population of only 4,800 by 1910, residents were engaged in trying to raise crops in the rather sandy soil 
of the area and to raise some cattle. A small cement factory was started shortly after the turn of the 
century. Soviet name for the town is Spask-Dalny. (Note: There is also a Spask or Spassk in Kazan 
government.) 

Stamps: Spask had only one design, used with minor variations over a 40-year period. This 
showed a coat of arms in the centre surmounted by a crown and the whole enclosed in an oval. Upper 
field of the coat of arms showed the Ryazan sword, sabre and cap (somewhat like later versions appearing 
Sapozhok issues) and a pommee cross in the lower half. The same design was used for regular postage 
and postage due stamps, the former being on white paper and the latter on coloured paper (various shades 
of mauve). Only ink colour used in lithography of these stamps was black. Values were 5 and 10 
kopecks. 

SAMARA GOVERNMENT 
(Six zemstvo-issuing cities: Bugulma, Buguruslan, Buzuluk, Novo-Uzen, Samara and Stavropol). 
Period of zemstvo activity within government: 1876-1917. 
Samara government is located in the south-eastern section of Russia. It is bounded by the govern

ments of Kazan, Ufa, Orenburg, Uralsk, Astrakhan (and its Kirghiz Steppes), Saratov and Simbirsk. 
The Volga flows southerly for about 550 miles along its western boundary. In the north are hills and 
plateaux with fertile black soil becoming sandy in the southern section. The climate is one of extremes. 
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Area: 58,302 square miles. Population (1897): 2,763,478. 
The Samara government itself was one of the country's most fertile and except in occasional years 

of famine exported much grain. Failure of the peasants to store grain resulted in occasional years of 
hardship. Principal crops raised were wheat, rye, oats, millet, oil-yielding plants, potatoes and tobacco. 
Manufactures included flour mills, tanneries, distilleries, candle and tallow works, sugar refineries and, 
in the south, there was considerable weaving of woollens. 

In the 13th Century, the Mongols pushed to the westward the Bulgarians who had occupied the 
region. In 1670, the rebel Stenka Razin of the Ural Cossacks occupied the area. Following Russian 
advances from the northwest in the mid-18th century colonists moved in at the invitation of Catherine II. 
By the mid-19th Century, the region of Samara was thoroughly under Russian control. 

Other than the zemstvo-issuing cities, there was only one principal city. It is Nikolayevsk, the 
government's second largest city, which had a population of 12,524, in 1897. 

Bugulma (Samara Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1882-1917. 
Bugulma lies in the extreme north-eastern section of the government, 160 miles north-east of the 

government's capital city of Samara. The headwaters of the unnavigable Sok river lie to its south-west. 
Bugulma is in low hilly country covered with fertile black soil and fairly well forested. Lack of transport
ation by land or water prevented development of its timber -industry, so the population's main occupations 
were the raising of grain and hemp and of livestock. Bugulma, however, was the seat of one of the govern
me~t's two principal annual fairs. Its population in 1900 was about 6,500. 

· Stamps: Bugulma, third city in the government to issue zemstvos, emitted 14 principal issues in 
seven chief designs. Like those of Buguruslan, some of its issues also featuring a figure "2"" resembled 
contemporary Imperial stamps with the "2" supplanting the coat of arms in the mantle. Later designs 
featured the heraldic goat-like animal similar to that in designs of Buzuluk stamps. In the issues of 1904-
07, control numbers (I through 38) were overprinted on the stamps. Values were 2 and 3 kopecks. All 
Bugulma stamps were lithographed. In early issues only solid colours were used. These included grey 
blue, green and red. Later issues were bi-coloured or multi-coloured, utilizing black, blue and rose. 

Buguruslan (Samara Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1879-1916. 
Buguruslan, located in the central north-eastern section of Samara government, is on the Kine) 

river which flows west to join the Samara before it empties into the Volga at the city of Samara. A dis
tinguishing feature of the city which had a population of about 5,500 in 1900 is its proximity to the sul
phurous mineral springs of Sergiyevsk, 57 miles away, which were visited by hundreds of patients each 
summer. The locality itself is known for its raising of cattle and grain and for bee-keeping. (Discovery 
of oil in this region followed advent of the Soviets). 

Stamps: Buguruslan was the second city in the Samara government to issue zemstvo stamps. They 
appeared three years after those of Buzuluk. During its 37 years of stamp-issuing activity it emitted six 
principal issues in three designs plus a St. Petersburg "key plate" issue of the Ardatov type. Except for 
the latter, all its designs featured the figure "2," which was the sole value for the 5 kopeck St. Petersburg 
printed one. The first issue's design was a rather crude bit of lithography with the figure "2 .. in an oval. 
The other two distinctive designs resembled the current Imperial issues but with the figure ··2," instead 
of the coat of arms inside the mantle. In the St. Petersburg design the coat of arms shows a fox running 
to the left in the upper half of the coat of arms, field and a sheep facing left in the lower half. Bugurus
lan's issue of 1881, one of those resembling the Imperials, has a 6½ gauge perforation, one of the lowest 
known in philately. 

B11z11/11k (Samara Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1876-1917. 
Buzuluk lies in the east central portion of Samara government. It is situated on the westerly flow

ing Samara river and on the trans-Siberian railroad between Samara and Orenburg. Its population in 
1900 was about 6,000. Wheat, sunflower and cattle are raised in this region. 

Stamps: Buzuluk was the first city in Samara to issue zemstvos and its 41 years of such activity 
was the longest in the government. It emitted 16 principal issues, all featuring the figure "3"" which was 
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the only value of its stamps (except for surcharged values of 6 and 10 kopecks). In the designs of the last 
four issues is a small shield showing a small heraldic animal resembling a goat facing left. In all, eight 
designs were utilized by Buzuluk. All were lithographed and all except for several early issues were in 
solid colours of blue, brown, lilac, carmine or black. The exceptions were bi-coloured in red and shades of 
green. 

Novo-Uzen (Samara Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1896. 
Novo-Uzen, site of one of the government's two annual fairs outside of those in the city of Samara, 

lies in the south-west section of the government. It is on the Little Uzen river and is linked by a road with 
Urbakh, 70 miles to the north-west, and with Alexandrov, 30 miles to the east. The soil in this locality 
is sandy and of poor fertility. Novo-Uzen's population in 1870 was about 4,300. Only petty domestic 
industries, such as the weaving of woollen cloth, were carried on. 

Stamps: Novo-Uzen issued but one stamp, a 3 kopeck value of the St. Petersburg "key plate" 
design of the Bakhmut type. The upper half of the shield of the coat of arms showed a goat-like heraldic 
animal, similar to those in the designs of stamps of Bugulma, Buzuluk, Samara and Stavropol. The 
stamps were typographed in blue against a rose netted background. Most of the cancellations of Novo
Uzeri stamps were done by thin red or blue lines. Because these were impressed on sheets, they are more 
common than circular postmarks or pen cancellations. 

Samara (Samara Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1908-1913. 
Samara, capital city of the government of the same name, is situated on the left bank of the Volga, 

which forms the boundary between the governments of Simbirsk to the west and Samara. The Volga 
forms a loop projecting eastward at this point to meet the Samara river before swinging toward the south
west. Samara, whose population reached 91,672 in 1897, also was at the junction of the Central Asian 
and trans-Siberian railroads, thus facilitating its exports of grains and hides. Manufactures included 
iron foundries, soap factories, breweries, brick works and glue factories. Three great fairs were held 
annually to emphasize its importance as a commercial centre. The region also was famed for its mare's 
milk (kumys) cures. Three great cathedrals (erected in 1685, 1730-35 and 1894) are in the city. Although 
Samara owed its early development to its grain (largely wheat and rye) trade, later years saw it benefit 
from petroleum discovered in the Zhiguli Mountains and the Pokhvistnevo area. 

Samara was founded as a city in 1586-91 to protect the Russian frontier against Bashkirs, Kai
mucks and the Nogai Tatars. (The Soviets have renamed it Kuibyshev). 

Stamps: Samara was the last city of its government to issue zemstvos. It used a St. Petersburg 
"key plate" variety of the Ardatov type, valued at 3 kopecks and printed in green. Thefieldofthecoat 
of arms showed a goat-like animal, similar to the crudely-drawn ones on the earlier stamps of Bugulma, 
Buzuluk and Novo-Uzen, but better executed. It, too, faces left. 

Stavropol (Samara Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1893-1914. 
Stavropol lies in the west section of the government on the north bank of the Volga river as it flows 

east before making its bend at Samara. Truck gardening and the breeding of cattle are the principal 
occupations of the people. Stavropol's population grew from about 5,000 in 1870 to about 7,500 in 1900. 
It is a principal farm product shipping centre. 

Stavropol, whose name means City of the Cross, was founded in 1777 for use as a Russian base 
for conquest of the Caucasus. (The Soviets have renamed it Voroshilovsk). Stavropol in Samara should 
not be confused with the larger city of the same name some 700 miles south-westerly. The latter is the 
capital of a government of the same name. 

Stamps: Stavropol had only one stamp, a 3 kopeck St. Petersburg "key plate" variety which, like 
that of Novo-Uzen, was of the Bakhmut type. Stavropol's stamp, of which there were seven printings, 
was typographed in solid colours. Colours used were shades of blue, red, orange-brown and green. The 
upper half of the shield of the coat of arms showed the heraldic goat-like animal common on stamps of the 
Samara go,ernment. The lower half showed a wall in triangular form with an upright cross. 

(To be continued) 

Page 40 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 33 






