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WHITE RUSSIA-NOTES ON THE GENUINE AND FORGERIES 

H. G. Leslie Fletcher and William P. Fletcher 

The philatelic merits of the 1920 issue of White Russia have been much discussed and written about. 
These notes deal only with the characteristics of the genuine and forgeries. 

All used examples of the genuine have a special circular datestamp reading 'Field Post Office, 
Special Belarussian Detachment. 17.4.20'. The postcard illustrated in the centre pages is from the 
Stanley Gibbons Reference Collection. It shows two of the genuine stamps bearing this cancellation 
addressed to Riga together with an arrival cancellation of that city dated 23.4.20. On the reverse it shows 
the White Russian flag in colour with the caption:-"Do not forsake our land of Belarussia, lest you 
should die. Matsei Byrachock." These stamps are usually placed in the category of 'prepared for use 
but never issued'. Whether or not this card has done postal service is impossible to say. 

The stamps were designed by R. Sarinsch and lithographed by the Latvian State Printing Works, 
Riga. They were printed on unwatermarked wove paper and are found lmperf. or Perf. 11 ½. 

GENUINE 
Two designs were used, one for the 15k. value and the other for the other four values. Litho

graphed. Perf. 11 ½ and Imperf. 

15k. 
Broad letters with thin strokes in top tablet. Size 26.5 x 33.75 mm. Man"s hat fully shaded. 

Dotted shading across left hand. Girl has no dimple, double lips, and fine shading on arms of dress. 
Note shading of tree top right. KOP letters separate. Seven rayed rosettes at bottom, no dot in centre. 

Other Values 
Narrow letters having broad strokes in top tablet. Size 26 x 33.5 mm. Man's hat shaded with 

dots on left, Jines on right, top nearly solid. Line across fingers of left hand. Girl has line for dimple 
on chin, line for lower lip. Note shading of tree top right. KOP letters joined in script. Eight rayed 
rosettes at bottom, no dot in centre. 

FORGERY ONE 

Two designs as in the genuine, one solely for the 15k. Imperf. and Pin Perf. 11. Lines in margin 
between stamps. 

15k. 
Broad letters with thinner strokes in top tablet. Size 26.5 x 33.25 mm. Man's hat shaded ,,·ith 

dots on left, lines on right, top nearly solid. No shading across left hand. Girl has no dimple. lips 
single thick line. Note shading of tree top right. KOP separate ragged letters. Seven rayed rosettes 
at bottom, dot in centre of right rosette. 

Other Values 
Thick letters with narrow strokes in top tablet. Size 26 x .32.75 mm. Man's hat has few dots 

on left, lines on right, top solid at front. Girl has dot for dimple, dot for lower lip. Note shading of 
tree top right. KOP joined in script except in 5k. where K does not touch 0. Eight rayed rosettes at 
bottom. no dot in centre. Man has dots on fingers of left hand. 
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FORGERY TWO 

One type only. Perf. 11 and lmperf. Thick letters with narrow strokes in top tablet. Size 26 
x 33.5 mm. Man·s hat little shading on left, lines on right, top solid at front. Faint line on ring finger 
of left hand. Girl has dot for dimple, line for lower lip. Break in shading of right post 2 mm. from 
bottom. Note shading of tree top right. KOP separate letters in l5k., joined in other values. Eight 
rayed rosettes. Clear impression. 

FORGERY THREE 

One type only. Perf. 11} and lmperf. Thick letters with narrow strokes on top tablet, final 
letter touches frame at bottom. Size 26.5 x 34 mm. Man's hat has only blotchy scattered shading, 
top solid has two white blobs. Blob of colour on ring finger of left hand. Girl has dot on chin line for 
dimple, solid oval blob for mouth. Fingers of right hand appear short. Note shading of tree top right. 
KOP letters joined in all values. Shading of right post very blotchy. Eight rayed rosettes. Value 
tablets often tilted at slight angles. 

FORGERY FOUR 

Perf. 11 ½ ungummed. One type. Thick letters with narrow strokes slightly shorter. far from 
frame. Size 25.75 x 32.75 mm. Man's hat has very little shading, solid OV'.ll at top. No shading across 
left hand. Girl has no dimple, oval blodge for mouth. Right post nearly solid shading. Note shading 
of tree top right. Very ragged eight rayed rosettes. Corner square ragged. KOP letters joined except 
in 15k. 

REFERENCES 

Friedrich M. H. "The llnissued Stamps of White Russia," Stamp Collecting. 16th March, 1962. 
Page 47. 

Michael V. Hitrovo. "Note on the White Russians." Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News. 25th April, 1932. 

POSTAL HISTORY ITEMS FROM THE RUSSIAN FRONT IN PERSIA, 1916 

Kurt Adler 

(I) A RUSSIAN FIELD POST OFFICE IN PERSIA 

As readers of the Bulletin "Chit-Chat," of the New York Chapter of Rossica Society. edited by 
Lydia Callahan, already krtow, a very interesting correspondence from World War I has recently come to 
light. An American nurse with the American Red Cross Field Hospital in Russia wrote almost daily 
postcards to her friend in New York, another nurse. These messages are not only highly interesting his
torically, for they give an informative picture of medical and sanitary conditions in Russia at that time, 
but the fortunes of war necessitated wide travels of the Red Cross Field Hospital (Hospital Unit "C." 
American Red Cross) from Petrograd to Kiev, thence to the Caucasian Front against the Turks. in Persian 
Azerbaijan. From there, the Field Hospital returned to Moscow via Tiflis. 

The most interesting phase of the Hospital's movements, philatelically, is the time from December 
1915 until the middle of August 1916 when the Field Hospital was stationed in Khoi, in the Persian pro
vince of Azerbaijan. The postcards from there were postmarked POLEVOYE ETAPNOYE OTDYEL
ENYE 201 (Etape Field Post Branch 201 ), thus giving this F.P.O. temporary Russian Office Abroad status. 
Persian Azerbaijan in general, and the town of Khoi, with an approximate population of 60.000 in par
ticular had been occupied, or at least "supervised" by Russia since 1909/10. The Turks took Khoi in 
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December 1914. During mid-January 1915, Khoi was to be re-occupied by order of the Commander
in-Chief of the Turkish Front, Gen. Yudenich. Persian Azerbaijan was retaken from the Turks between 
January and March 1915 by Generals Chernozubov and Nazarbekov and remained under Russian occu
pation until the Spring of 1918. 

Khoi, lying in the immediate rear of the Russian armies was the right spot for a Field Hospital. 
Three postcards, selected from the correspondence, will illustrate events historically and philatelically. 

The first post:ard, dated 22nd Dec., 1915, from Khoi, Persia, reads: 

··Dearest Missy: When are you coming? You can never know how badly I want and need you 
here. Things are developing very nicely here but it was an awfully hard pull, for we had to work under 
difficulties. We left all our equipment in Kiev-expecting to enter an equipped establishment. and the 
people here understood we were coming equipped. Consequently, when we arrived the entire equipment 
had moved on so we made the best of what we had-it was like our arrival in Battle Island, only here we 
had fifty patients to start with and one hundred before the new equipment arrived from Tiflis. Now 
things are splendid. We have an almost luxurious field hospital-two hundred b<!ds, medical and surgical 
work, mostly medical. You will love it. I hope you decide to come .... ·· 

This message was written on a Persian Postal Union 5 Chahi postcard (see illustration in the centre 
pages) postmarked with the Etape F.P.O. 201 canceller. Furth•~r postmarks were: PETROGRAD 8 Janu
ary 1916. Cachets: the official red cachet of the Hospital of the North American United States Branch 
Russian Red Cross Society, and a purple Petrograd censor cachet. 

The second postcard dates from the end of the operations of the American Field Hospital in Khoi. 
It is dated 15th August 1916, and says: 

"Dear Missy: Why don't I hear from you? It is months since I had a line. I hope you are not 
ill, it is just four weeks since l had any mail. Have you all forgotten that I ~.m still amongst the living 
and dreadfully lonely for some of you sometimes? Now that only two of us are left th'¼t loneliness geta 
a pretty tigh't hold of one. Our work here is about finished, we are closing the hospital, in a week or so 
we go back to Tiflis (the headquarters), from there we go wherever they want to send us. I hope we will 
remain with the Army of the Caucasus for here a real nurse can do real work. I ~-m very tired but I loved 
the work which has been mostly medical. .... Our doctor who was ill with typhus hopes to leave for 
America soon. We expect a new man soon with the sisters. I wish you were one of them .... ·• 

The postcard is a regular Russian 3 kop. stationery card with an additional I kop. adhesi,e stamp 
affixed to it, postmarked with the same Etape F.P.O. 201 cancellation (dated 17/8/16) addressed again to 
St. Luke"s Hospital, Ne.v York, with Red Cross cachet and Petrograd censorship mark. (See the illus
tration of this card in the centre pages). 

The hospital did not remain in Tiflis long. The third message. written on a picture postcard sho\,
ing the Zion Watchtower on the Georgian Military Road is dated Yladikavkaz 8th Sept., 1916. and reads: 

"'Dear Missy: I wish you could be with me to enjoy this most wonderful trip through the Caucasian 
mountains. The Georgian Military Drive is 300 miles long. This, and to the top of these magnificent 
mountains took us foLr days by carriage. We stop at Moscow next .... ·· 

The postcard is franked with a 3k. and a I k. Arms type stamps. cancelled VLADIKA \'KAZ 8th 
Sept., 1916. There are two censorship cachets: one bears the Vladikavkaz censorship mark. the other 
reads: Submitted to censor; returned from censor 9/9. 

Thus ends the service of the American Red Cross Field Hospi1al in occupied Khoi. 

l am indebted to Dr. Alfred H. Wortman and to Mr. P. T. Ashford for their help in furnishing 
me with historical information by quoting source books. 
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(The cancellation of the Russian F.P.O. No. 201 as recorded on the postcards from Khoi, were 
recorded by Mr. S. D. Tchilinghirian in "Used Abroad Chronicle-VI"' published in our last Journal 
(No. 33, page 11 ). We are, however, most grateful to Mr. Adler for allowing us to reproduce photo
graphs of these outstanding covers. and for letting us have this most interesting account for publication
£d. ). 

(2) RUSSIAN FLOTILLA ON LAKE URMIA 

Another interesting postal hi~tory item of the Russian Occupation of Northern Persia during World 
War I is the address on a cover from a village in Central Russia. The cover, franked with a I0/7k. Arms 
Type stamp, cancelled MALAKHOVKA, VOLOSTNOYE PRA VLENYE, is addressed to Grigori Novi
koff, Persia, Station Sharefkhane, Urmia Flotilla. 

Unfortunately there is no backstamp, but the item was inviting further research. Thanks to Dr. 
Alfred H. Wortman and Mr. P. T . Ashford, I ascertained that there was a Russian flotilla on Lake Urmia 
in 1916, operating from the small port of Sharefkhane. "Caucasian Battlefields" by W. E. D. Allen and 
Paul Muratoff (Cambridge University Press, 1953) states, on page 378 : 

"The normal gauge line from Dzhulfa to Tabriz had been running since the Autumn of 1915: during 
the following months a branch line was constructed from Safian station to Sherif-khane on the shore of 
Lake Urmia; and on this water a flotilla of light steamers and barges was soon organised." 

Thus the correctness of the address on the cover has been established beyond any doubt. 

POSTAL RATES OF THE RUSSIAN EMPIRE 1901-1904 

R. L. Joseph 

(The following notes were translated by Mr. Joseph from a German volume "Das Neues Buch von 
der Welt-Post" ("The New Book of the World Post") by A. Schweizer-Lerchengeld. Mr. Joseph is unable 
to give a precise date of publication, as the book is undated. However, the book had a list of Russian 
postage stamps then current which corresponds with the 1902 set. The list did not include the 15k. and 
25k. stamps of 1904, or the SR. and IOR. of 1905. This information, coupled with the fact that maps 
reproduced in the book were dated 1901, prompts Mr. Joseph to put the date of publication at about 1902). 

POST AL RATES FOR LETTERS 
Sealed letters : 7 kop. per lot. Max. weight 5 Russian pounds. Max. charge 11 R.20k . 
Local letters: 5 kop. per lot. Max. weight I Russian pound. (in St. Petersburg and Moscow) 

otherwise 3 kop. per lot. Max. weight I Russian pound. 
(I lot is 12.75 gr. which is approx. 0.45 ounce. 1 Russian pound is 409 gr. which is 14.4 oz. A Russian 
pound amounts to 32 lot. 128 lot weighs 1.5 kilos). 

Despatches of letters were subject to the fee being prepaid , minimum 7k. Postage due is double 
the deficiency in postage. Unfranked letters, or letters with less than 7k. postage will not be delivered. 
Otherwise insufficiently franked letters will be delivered with postage due charge. 

REGISTRATION 
Registration fee for registered despatches: 7 kop. Total amount in stamps on a registered letter 

would be the postage and registration fee. Address must be in Russian to expedit•:! delivery. If address 
is not in Russian, delivery will be as for normal letters. Compensation for letters handed in over the 
counter; 7 Roubles. No compensation for letters put in an ordinary letterbox and lost. 
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PRINTED MATTER 

2 kop. per 4 lot unit. Maximum weight 128 lot (1.5 kilos). Maximum charge 64 kop. Dimen
sions: Length must not exceed 28 ems.: Width, 18 ems.; Depth ,9 ems. If Rolled Up, the length must 
not exceed 76 ems. and the circumference, 9 cm. 

Local rate i.e. local deliveries; I kop. up to I lot. then 2 kop. per 8 lot unit. 

SAMPLES 
Rate: 3 kop. to 4 lot; 4 kop. to 5-8 lot; 6 kop to 9-12 lot; 8 kop to 13-16 lot; 10 kop. to 17-20 lot. 

which was the maximum. 
Local rate: 2 kop. per 4 lot. 

BUSINESS PAPERS 
Compulsory Prepayment : Rate: 7 kop. to 12 lot; 8 kop. for 13-16 lot; then 2 kop. per 4 lot. Maxi

mum weight 4 Russian pounds ( 128 lot) equal to 3.31b. Maximum charge: 64 kop. 
Local rate: 2 kop. per 4 lot unit. In St. Petersburg a'ld Moscow, ths: minimum charge is 5 kop .. 

whereas elsewhere the minimum charge is 3 kop. 

NEWSPAPERS 
Newspaper orders are taken care of at all post offices. 
Charges: (A) Newspapers appearing not more than twice monthly -10~~ of subscription 

(B) Newspapers ~.ppearing not more than once weekly -14% of subscription 
(C) Newspapers appearing not more than twice weekly -16~,~ of subscription 
(D) Newspapers appearing not more than 3 times weekly -18° 0 of subscription 

Minimum charge : (A) 40 kop; (B) 60 kop; (C) 80 kop; (D) I Rouble. 
(E) I Rouble 20 kop (for papers issued more than once daily). 

Delivery charge for newspapers and magazines for every type and annu2l set (? bound volume) 
between 35 kop. and I Rouble. 

Weight limit: (A) 64 lot; (B) 48 lot ; (C) 24 lot; (D) 16 lot. 

MONEY LETTERS 
Money letters for sending gold which has circulation in the Russian Empire, notes of the Govern

ment Bank. coins:-
Maximum amount of copper coinage 
Maximum amount of silver coinage 
Maximum amount of gold coinage 

Also, interest bearing State Bonds. etc. 
Money parcels for sending greater amounts in minted gold. 

91 kop. 
I Rouble. 

12 Roubles. 

Letters and packets registered with statements of value (the last to be distinguished from ordinary 
packets with declaration of value) are for the despatch of papers and objets d'art, which are of value to 
sender and receiver, also for gold in notes of State Bank and coin which has circulation in Russian Empire : 
Limits as above. 

Gold having currency in the Empire can only be sent in money letters, which arc to go through the 
Post OPEN. 

The , alue of a closed letter or packet must not exceed 500 Roubles. 
The ,alue of an open letter or packet must not exceed 15,000 Roublc-s. 
Cash can be sent in unlimited amounts as a remittance of money, but in an open letter. only amounts 

of more than 1000 Roubles may be sent. Coin can. however. be sent in greater amounts in leather bags. 
Weight limits : Closed letter ; I O Russian pounds: Open letter, :!O Russian pounds; Leather money-

bags, 60 Russian pounds. 
The envelope must be provided with five seals-four for the sender. the fifth, in the middle, official. 
Certificate of posting-5 kop. Certificate of delivery- 7 kop. 
Postage and delivery charges together in postage paid. 
Charges for remittance of cash in leather bags: Up to 2 Russian pounds-I zone, :?O kop.: 2 zone, 

30 kop.; 3 zone and neighbouring governments, 40 kop.; Distant governments, 60 kop. For 2 to 7 Russian 
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pounds-Charges doubk lo abo\'e. Over 7 Rus!:ian pounds- the charges are as follows for each pound:-
5 kop. to districts and governments in Europe or W. Siberia. 10 kop. to Govts. or provinces in E. Siberia, 
Turkestan or Transcaucasia. For local despatch the ch.-.rge w.-.s 3 kop. 

Insurance fee for despatches containing money and valm~bles : l kop. per Rouble, up to 600 Roubles, 
l kop. per Rouble between 600-1600 Roubles (minimum charg,:: I Rouble 50 kop.): one-,~ighth kop. per 
Rouble if 1600 or more Roubles (minimum charge 3 Roubles 50 kop.) 

Delivery fee for insured letters:-
In St. Petersburg 20 kop. to 50 Roubles (worth) Maximum weight 15 Russian pounds 
In Moscow 20 kop. to 25 Roubles (worth) Maximum weight 15 Russian pounds 
In Warsaw 20 kop. to 50 Roubles (worth) Maximum weight 5 Russian pounds 
Jn Odessa and other 

chief towns 15 kop. to IO Roubles (worth l M:.-.ximum weight 5 Russian pounds 
Delivery fee for Money Letters :

In St. Petersburg 
In Moscow 
In other towns 

All others must 

10 kop. to 100 Roubles 
10 kop. to 50 Rouhles 
10 kop. to 10 Roubles 
be called for. 

MONEY ORDERS 
Charge 15 kop. without reference to amount. Maximum 100 Roubl~s. 
Delivery charge 10 kop. 

TELEGRAPHIC MONEY ORDERS 
Limit 100 Roubles. 15 kop. over charge for the telegram. 

C.O.D. FOR PACKETS 
Maximum amount 200 Roubles. Charge includes C.O.D. charge, postage, registration, and certi

ficate of posting. 2 kop. per Rouble. Minimum charge 10 kop. 
Limits for C.O.D. sending of coin (separate)-Copp-;:r coinage 9J kop. Silver--1 Rouble. High

est amount for ordinary packets set at 5000 Roubles. 
All packets, with or without declaration of amount, must be packed in a wooden box, or in oil-

cloth or linen, to go through the post. · 
Despatches up to 5 Russian pounds. which are only to be despatched between places on the rail-• 

way, can also be packed in a wrapper or envelope of hard paper or in a cover of oilcloth or lin-::n. 
Dimensions (max.) (in Werschoff)-IW=4½ cm.) 
Length 28W = 122 cm. : Breadth 9W =40½ cm. Depth 7 ½ W = 34 cm. 
If length does not exceed 22W (99 cm.), the width can b~ 11 ¼W (50 cm.), and depth c.-.n be 12W 

(or 50 cm.). 
Addresses to be placed on the packing, paper addresses forbidden . 
Limit of weight of a packet, with or without statement of value 3 Pud (or 120 Russian pounds) 

In communication with Finland to places on the railway, 48 Russian pounds: if otherwise. 24 Russian 
pounds. 

Packets to Transcaucasia are not to exceed I Pud (or 40 Russian pounds) in the Winter months .. 
Charges for packets with or without declaration of amount-see ch,frg•:!S for cash in leather bags. 

CHARGES FOR WT. FOR PARCELS CONTAINING MONEY OR VALUABLES 
7 kop. per lot. Registration fee; 7 kop. 

Tax on packets with declaration of amount, including postage and insurance fee :-
kop. per Rouble Up to 600 Rouble 

l kop. per Rouble 600--1600 Roubles. 
(minimum charge I R. 50 kop. l 

one-eighth kop. per Rouble 1600 Roubles and above. 
(minimum charg'! 3R. 50 koiJ.) 

Packets up to ~5R. or IOR. worth, 15 Russian pounds or 5 Russian pounds wt.. which carry instead 
of "To be delivered .. the inscription "To be notified .. or "Poste Restante .. must be fetchi!d by the addressee 
from the P.O. 
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C.O.D. desp.i.tches will not be delivered to the addressee at his house, but the Post Office sends him 
a "'notification ticket" which he produces to collect the parcel. 

Compensation-For registered parcels with declaration of value, compensation is up to the limit 
of declaration. For parcels without declaration of value, no compensation. 

"USED ABROAD" CHRONICLE-VII 
S. D. Tchilinghirian 

Once again, this Chronicle will contain names of fresh contributors. who are constantly thickening 
the ranks of the veterans engaged in investigating this branch during the last decade, and the combined 
efforts and research of old-timers and new-comers are yielding the usual crop of fresh discoveries, and 
filling some of the many remaining gaps. 

This seventh instalment will record the more important among the new finds communicated up 
to NO\ember, 1963. 

(I) ROUMANIA 
An interesting cover recently secured by Dr. A. Kohane is addressed to the G.H.Q. of the Russian 

Forces operating at BUCHAREST during the Russo-Turkish War of 1877 /78, and bears an arrival mark
ing of the Field Postal Branch No. 4, (as illustrated in Fig. 137), which can thus be identified as being 
located in the Roumanian capital. 

(21 BULGARIA AND ROUMELIA 
The last issue of the "Rossica" magazine recorded the discovery by Mr. D. Minchev of the can

cellation of a Russian Post Office operating at BERKOVITSA, in Bulgaria, during and after the Russo
Turkish War of 1877/78. This marking is now illustrated in Fig. 138, by courtesy of Mr. A. Cronin. The 
inscriptions read BERKOVATZ in Russian at top, and BERKOVTZA in Bulgarian at bottom, The 
existence of this office was unsuspected, and it is to be hoped that Mr. Minchev·s brilliant research work 
on Russian P.O.s in Bulgaria will be rewarded before long by further similarly sensational discoveries. 

Mr. Cronin also communicated the Russian-style marking of KARLOVO in Roumelia, illustrated 
in Fig. 139, as appearing on a stampless letter in the collection of Mr. Liuben Kochov, of Sofia. The date 
is 22 February 1881, too late to qualify as a Russian "Used Abroad," but this date-stamp must have been 
introduced while the Russians were still in control, and examples with dates of the Russian period can 
therefore be presumed to exist. 

These two discoveries suggest that more hitherto unidentified offices may have operated in Russian
occupied Bulgaria and Roumelia in 1878/79. 

(31 TREBIZOND 
Mr. E. G. Peel notified a cover franked with 6 copies of the 3k. 1909 perf., 3 copies of the I k. same 

issue. and 2 copies of the 2k. 1917 lmperf.. all cancelled with the F.P.O. date-stamp in Fig. 105 (Part II, 
page 108), dated 1/9/17. The cover is addressed to the s'..lme person (E. C. Constantinidis, Alexandria) 
as the Wortman postcard recorded in Part II. 

(4) l~EBOLI 
The large Type 6 of this office ( Fig. 762. Part IV I is reported by Prof. 0. Winterstein on two more 

copies of the I k. Levant 1884. 

(5) SMYRNA 
Mr. R. S. Blomfield notified a 3k. Levant 1868 issue. cancelled with the boxed P. P. of this port. 

in Blue (Fig. 148. Part II). This seems to be the first case recorded of use of this marking as a canceller 
on stamps of Levant. 

(61 TRIPOLI OF SYRIA 
An example of the very rare Type 4 of this office, with inscription PORT TRIPOLI (Fig. 212, Part 

II). ha~ now been secured by Mr. Peel, on I pi/10k. Levant, 1900 issue, in Blue. This marking had been 
recorded by Knopf-Goldberg in the 1890-s, but this is the first copy notified to this writ:r. 
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(7) CANDIA 

The great rarity of the seal type marking (Fig. 264, Part II) used by the RO PIT Agency in this port 
during the early 1860's, can be estimated from the fact that only two examples could be recorded in Part H. 
Mr. A. Droar has now brought the total on record to three, by securing this marking on a letter written 
on 13 March, 1861, addressed to Syra, and bearing on the back of the Greek arrival date-stamp of this 
latter port with the same date. 

Which does not necessarily mean that the letter arrived at Syra on the same day when written (and 
presumably mailed) at Candia: all depends on whether the sender used the old style or the new style calen
dar: if the latter, then the transmission took no less than 12 days, rather a lot of time, however the ship 
carrying the letter may have called at Piraeus prior to proceeding to Syra. 

(8) SHIP MAIL IN THE LEV ANT 

Fig. 140 illustrates an incomplete impression appearing in Blue on a 7k. Russia 1889 issue secured 
by Mr. R. L. Joseph. The inscription on the top line is too faint for identification, but the name on the 
second line reads GRUZ ("Georgian"?), and this marking may belong to a ship of this name. Perhaps 
one of our readers can produce additional evidence for or against this theory? 

Mr. Peel secured a cover franked with a pair of the 10k. Russia 1889, bearing the cancellation in 
Blue of the Austrian Lloyd Ship serial XXXIX, dated 23/3/94 (Fig. 141). Number XXXIX in the Lloyd 
Type "LB" was then used by the s/s MEDUSA, whose cancellations are of great rarity even on Austrian 
stamps. This is the first example recorded on Russian stamps, and also the first cover known from this 
ship. 

(9) ENZELI 

Mr. W. Frauenlob submitted a most interesting stationery postcard addressed to a Mrs. Hans de 
Gralfenried, at Berne, by her sister, which adds considerably to our documentation on Ship P.O.s in the 
Caspian and on F.P.O.s in Persia during the First World War. 

The postcard was written on the s/s TULA, of the Caucasus & Mercury, just prior to arrival at 
Enzeli, and the text seems to indicate that the sender was a Swiss girl going to Ispahan to take up duties 
(as nurse or governess?) at the Russian Consulate in this Persian town. The text is dated 30 May, 1917, 
evidently new style, the sender being Swiss. The postcard was mailed on board the ship, prior to landing, 
as the 3k. vignette and the lk. adhesive (completing the franking to the international rate of 4k.) both 
bear faint impressions of the BAKU-ENZELI ship oval with serial "be" (Fig. 315, Part III), dated 17/5/17 
(old style), therefore on the same day as written. Apparently, the card was then given by the ship to the 
Russian F.P.O. of Enzeli upon arrival at this port (rather surprising, as it would have travelled quicker if 
kept by the ship until its return to Baku), and this latter, prior to forwarding it to its destination, cancelled 
the vignette and the adhesive with its own marking in Fig. 142, dated 19/5/17 (presumably because the oval 
ship markings were so faint). The postcard also bears two Censorship markings in Violet, one of these 
being a boxed ornate "91," and the other consisting of a rectangle of War Censor No. 999, with the cyrillic 
initials N.V.O. on second line, but it is not possible to assert whether this censoring took place at the 
F.P.O. of Enzeli, or elsewhere in Russia while the postcard was on its way to Switzerland. 

The fresh facts established by this item are therefore the following: 

(a) although the latest dates previously recorded for the BAKU-ENZELI ship ovals were of 1915, 
the ambulant P.O.s on the Caucasus & Mercury units servicing the Baku-Enzeli line had not been dis
continued in that year, as was suspected, but continued to operate throughout the war years, and even 
after the Revolution of March, 1917; 

(b) the latest date of use recorded for the BAKU-ENZELI serial "be" must now be amended to 
17/5/17, as appearing on this postcard; 

(c) the ship using this serial "be" date-stamp in 1917 was no longer the s/s KURSK. but the s/s 
TULA; 

(d) the Russian Field Post Office operating at ENZELI during the First World War, whose number 
could not be given on page 212 of Part III, owing to the absence of any postal material, can now be identi
fied as the BASE POST & TELEGRAPH BRANCH No. 243 ("ETAPNOE POCHTOVOE TELEGRAF
NOE OTDYELENIE No. 243"). As the date-stamp illustrated in Fig. 142 has the serial "be,"' this Base 
P.O. must have used at least one more canceller with serial "a"; 
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(e) it will be noticed that Fig. 142 differs in one important respect from Figs. 296/298 of other Base 
P.O.s in Persia (illustrated on page 203 of Part Ill), this being that the Base P.O. of Enzeli was a Post & 
Telegraph Office, while all others recorded so far were Post Offices only; 

(f) a further section must now be opened in the Check-List for Enzeli, for the markings of this milit
ary Base P.O. This section is limited at the moment to one example each of the 3k. stationery postcard, 
and of the lk ... 1909 pei:f. both with rating: RRR. 

(10) NEW-BUKHARA 
A loose 3½R. 1902/04 vert. laid, is reported by Mr. G. H. Torrey with the early type of double

circle illustrated in Fig. 143. 

(Ill KULDJA 
The hitherto missing Sub-Type 2A of this office, with serial "I"" (see page 276, Part III), is now 

illustrated in Fig. 144, by courtesy of Mr. Cronin, who secured an example on a 3½R. 1902/04, vert. laid. 
It will be noticed that the abbreviated name of the district is correctly spelt "SEMIR," not "SEMIP" as 
in Sub-Type 2B. 

(U) CHUGUCHAK 
Mr. Heinz Lauke, of Hannover, communicated a remarkable cover which seems to be the earliest 

recorded so far from this elusive office. The cover was sent from Chuguchak to Berlin on 30/IX/04, and 
is franked with a 10k. 1902/04 issue, cancelled with Type IA (Fig. 414, Part III). This 10k. stamp is also 
the first example of this denomination to be recorded with this type of cancellation, and it should be added 
to the Check-List on page 281. 

(13) KASHGAR 
An incomplete illustration of a Kashgar double-circle in small size, notified by Mr. Liphschutz, had 

been reproduced as Fig. 66 in B.J.R.P. No. 30. This date-stamp is now shown in complete form in Fig. 
145, by courtesy of Mr. W. H. Adgey-Edgar, who communicated no less than three large pieces, all with 
multiple frankings, where the stamps are cancelled with this elusive marking. As wilt be seen, its serial 
letter is '"ve," and it was presumably introduced much later than the other better-known types, as the dates 
appearing on the three pieces are of 28, 30 and 31 October, 1918, respectively. The stamps comprise a 
total of 3 copies of the 15k., 1 copy of the 20k., a block of four of the 35k., a pair of the 50k., and 4 copies 
of the 70k., plus a single of the 2k., presumably redundant, as it is defaced by a thick black bar. All 1909 
issue. perf. 

The Censorship marking of Kashgar is illustrated in Fig. 146, by courtesy of Mr. Peel. 

(14) KOBDO 
A most unusual item recently secured by Mr. Irmann-Jacobsen is a 10k. Charity 1915, with Type 

IA of this office (Fig. 456, Part IV), dated 2/12/15. Apart from being the first example to be recorded 
on a Charity stamp, this item also seems to be the earliest material recorded from Kobdo. 

(151 PEKING 
Another example of the I Ok. Charity 1915, this time with Type 7B of Peking, is reported by Mr. 

Blomfield. 

(16) TIENTSIN 
Mr. Peel advises that a mixed lot (Lot 634) sold by H. R. Harmer on 17-19 June, 1963. comprised 

a postcard franked with a 4k. Russia 1889 issue, cancelled with Type 4 of this office in RED. Although 
impressions of this date-stamp in Red are not unduly scarce on KITAI overprints, this seems the first 
case of a stamp of Russia similarly treated. 

(17J CHEFOO 
Mr. Lauke notified a postcard sent from Chefoo to Austria, and franked with a 4k. Russia 1889 

issue. cancelled with Type I in Violet, date 12/X/1901. This denomination should now be added to the 
Check-List on page 360. 
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(18) R.V.A.P. 
Another unusual item communicated by Mr. Lauke is a registered cover mailed on board an 

R.V.A.P. ship on 31 May, 1909, and addressed to one A. Doundorff at Buenos Ayres. The cover is 
franked with one copy each of the l Ok. and 20k. Russia 1902, this latter, incidentally, being the first example 
of a 20k. stamp recorded for this line. The two stamps were cancelled with the oval date-stamp in Type 
I H, with serial "ze" (see Fig. 147). The registration label used was, however, of ship "zhe," the serial 
"zhe" being crossed out by a stroke of the pen and replaced by a "ze" in manuscript. The inscriptions 
on this label were in cyrillic characters, and furthermore abbreviated as follows: PAROKH, OV-A RUS. 
VOST. AZIYAT. P-VA. LIT. "zhe." It is not surprising to find that, when the cover transited through 
New York on its way to the Argentine Republic, the American Postal Administration found itself unable 
to solve the puzzle of these abbreviations in an alien alphabet, and added another registration label of its 
own, reading: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, NEW YORK, N.Y., No. 30727, with a vertical inset 
at right containing the word: EXCHANGE. 

Incidentally, this cover now allows to ascertain the correct rendering of the name of the Company 
in Russian, as the abbreviated inscriptions evidently read in full: OBSHCHESTVO RUSS KO VO VOSTO
CHNO-AZIYATSKOVO PAROKHODSTVA. 

(19) PORT ARTHUR 
A registered cover to Seattle, franked with a 20k. and a pair of the 10k. Russia 1889, all cancelled 

with Type 2D, is now in the collection S. Robbins. 

(20) KWANGCHENTZE-STATION 
The elusive Type 2 of this office now can be illustrated in complete form in Fig. 148, by courtesy 

of Mr. Blomfield, who secured it on a IR. KITAI 1910/16 issue, a fresh addition to the Check-List. The 
same correspondent also notified a 14k. Russia 1902 with the marking of this office. 

(21) TIEHLING 
Messrs. Bache and Peel advised that a postcard franked with one each of the 1 k. and 2k. Russia 

1889 issue, cancelled with the No. 10 F.P.O. single-circle of this town dated I I/VI/1902 (Fig. 149), brought 
£30 when sold at auction by H. R. Harmer on 17-19 June, 1963. 

(22) MUKDEN 
Mr. C. D. Bailey notified a pair of the lOk. Russia 1902, with the rare Type 2 of Mukden (Fig. 645, 

Part V), dated October 1903, a fresh addition to the Check-List of this office. This is the first time that 
this elusive date-stamp is again recorded, since Dr. Wortman's acquisition of a cover franked with 5 copies 
of the 20k. some three years ago. 

(23) LYAOYANG 
A very rare item to be added to the Check-List of this office is a 70k. Russia 1883 issue (no thunder

bolts), with Type 4 (Fig. 649, Part V), recently secured by Mr. A. Pritt. 

(24) KIRINt 
Sub-Type l B of this office, with serial "2, ·· now iUustrated in Fig. 150, by courtesy of Messrs. Lauke 

and Peel. Mr. Lauke's item consists of a 7k. stationery Letter-Card dated 30/XI/1903, while Mr. Peel 
secured the same marking on a postcard franked with lk. and 2k. of Russia 1889 issue, dated 31/X/1903. 
All are fresh additions to the Check-List. 

(25) CHINESE EASTERN RAILWAY 
An example of the rare and hitherto unrecorded Sub-Type 1 C of Line 265 with serial ''3'' (Fig. 151 ), 

has been notified by Mr. Lauke on a 7k. Letter-Card of Russia. Other additions to the Check-Lists com
prise the 10/7k. Romanov 1916 Provisional with Sub-Type 2B of Line 261 (Fig. 152) communicated by Mr. 
Frauenlob, and the !Ok. Romanov with the oval in Type 2 of Line 262, reported by Mr. Irmann-Jacobsen. 

(26) GENSAN 
A 20k. Russia 1909 issue, with Japanese GENSAN I.J.P.O. cancellation, is in the collection of 

W. H. Adgey-Edgar. This is a denomination seldom seen with Japanese arrival markings. 
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SCARCE CENSOR MARKINGS OF THE FIRST WORLD WAR-(111 ; 

Dr . .-\. H. Wortman 

At the end of the first article in this series in B.J.R.P. No. 32 a mysterious Censor Mark was dis
cussed (see p.21 and fig. 8) and a suggestion made that it was a Petrograd mark although it was struck 
on a cover originating in Ordubat on the Caucasian-Persian frontier. No information came from any 
reader, thus confirming the rarity of the mark, but a postcard has now come along after all these years 
with another example, and the problem is solved. It is a Petrograd Censor Mark. 

The postcard is one of the 3k. stationery POCH TOY A YA KA RTOCH KA, and th•:: c2.ncellation 
is MOSALSK KAL. .. a .. 23/9/15, with a machine-stamped PETROGRAD 30/9/15 also. There is the 
well-known framed D.TS. PETROGRAD (fig. 5 in John Barry's article, B.J.R.P. No. 20, p.606) and in 
the same lilac shade of ink, P. No. 84. The style of lettering is exactly the same 1s illustr2.ted in B.J.R.P. 
No. 32, and there can thus be no doubt that it comes from Petrograd, although its exact meaning remains 
in doubt. Since it is so :;carce I incline to the theory that it w?..s struck on th•: top item of a batch of corres
pondence in the Ccn:;or"s Department after checking by some superior offici?.I. but thi~ is only guessing. 

THE SOUTHERN REGION 

ASTRAKHAN 

Rectangul2r framed marks from this town in the same type as fig. 54 in B.J.R.P. No. 20 are not rare, 
but a rare type with unusual wording is illustrated in fig. I in the centre pag.::s . As may ~ seen it reads 
POSTUPILO v· TSENZURU, G . ASTRAKHAN. 

It is struck on a postage-free postcard with imprint at the foot SAR. P.-T. OKR. and thus issued 
by the SARATOY POST AND TELEGRAPH DISTRICT for correspondence to prisoners of war, and 
is addressed to a prisoner in Hameln, Germany. The postmark is GOLODY AEVKA AST. 11 /4/17, 
the date of the POSTUPILO mark is 17 Apr., 1917 and there is another postnnrk, ASTRAKHAN 19/4/17. 
POSTUPILO signifies arrival, or entry at, the Censor's, so the c2.rd was sent off on its w2.y two days later. 
There is the 4sual rectangular framed ASTRAKHAN Censor Mark as mentioned abov-e and the Censor"s 
initials .. M. N.", all struck faintly in violet. 

YEKATERINODAR 

The rare Censor Mark with another unusual type of wording dc:scri~d in our fast article, is now 
illustrated in fig. 2. The postcard on which it is struck belongs to Mrs. Lydia Callahan of New Jersey 
and she kindly allowed me to see it and also sent a photograph. It reads WAR CENSOR OF T(OWN) 
OF YEKATERINODAR ALLOWED followed by the Censor"s signature. To re::a!)itulate briefly, the 
postcard was sent by a member of the Am-!rican Red Cross Fordgn Unit from Tiflis. Th•:: cancellation 
of the lk . and 3k. small arms type stamps is TIFLIS VOKZAL 24/ l0/15 and there is also a YEKATER
INODAR 29/l0/15 postmark. I do not remem':Jer ever seeing any other C!nsor Mark with the word 
RAZRIESHENO ( .. allowed 0

'). 

PJ..\TIGORSK 

An early Censor Mark from this town has the unusual feature of the Censor·s name surmounted 
hy a coronet (fig. 31. The postcard, written in Esperanto and addressed to Hastings is headed STARO
PA \ 'LOYSKA YA. I Ith November 1914 but the cancellation on the 4k. stamp is MARINSKA YA 
TIERSK OBL. the date being in Old Style 29/10/14 and there is a PIATIGORSK transit mark of the fol
lowing day. The letters D. V. TS. for Permitted by War Censor are accompanied by a circular framed 
mark enclosing the name I. F. Novikov with a coronet above. Another postcard from the same corres
pondent in March 1915 has the same D. V. TS. with additional very small War Censor and a separate 
impression of G. PIATIGORSK, with another separate stamp of a name in Russian script YEGORI 
NOYIKOY. There is no coronet with this one. 
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NOVOROSSIISK 

Another mark with the Censor·s name comes from this town. It is on a picture postcard to Ene
land over-franked with a !Ok. stamp, which is cancelled KABARDINKA CHOR. 2/8/15 and the writ;r 
'"Flo"' says "We are on our vacation staying down on the Black Sea coast in a little Cossack village right 
on the sea front." This was near Novorossiisk and the card was censored there. The mark reads (fig. 4) 
DOSM. VOEN. TSENZ. G. NOVOROSSIISK POLKOVNIK Levashov. or "Inspected by War Censor 
Town Novorossiisk Colonel Levashov:· 

In the following February the Censor Mark had been altered to a neat little rectangle and the Censor 
had a number. A registered cover from the Russian Bank for Foreign Trade addressed to a Danish Bank 
is franked with a pair of 10k. without cancellation, but the Bank's printed address is given as Novorossiisk 
and there is a registration label with the town's name in Russian. (This is of course, irregular). The 
Censor Mark (fig. 5) reads NOVOROSSIISK D. TS. 114. No other Censor Marks have been seen from 
this town. 

SIMFEROPOL 

Censor marks of towns in the Crimea are quite rare, but yet another incorporating the Censor·s 
name comes almost certainly from Simferopol. It is struck in red on a postcard from Simferopol 
addressed to Sevastopol. The 3k. stamp is cancelled SIMFEROPOL 3/6/16 and there is an arrival mark 
SEVASTOPOL TAVR. G. 4/6/16. The wording of the Censor Mark (fig. 6) is VOENNI TSENZOR 
ROTMISTR KROKHOTIN or "War Censor Cavalry Captain Krokhotin." 

It is very unusual to find internal mail censored as this one is, but it may be that the Crimea was con
sidered a particularly vulnerable area. 

SEVASTOPOL 

Here again we have an item of internal mail which has been censored in the Crimea. It is a post
card sent from Moscow on 7th November, 1916 and addressed to Sevastopol. There is no Moscow censor 
mark, but it was censored on arrival, three days later. There are two marks, one EXAMINED BY WAR 
CENSOR IN SEVASTOPOL and the other a small circular War Censor No. 28 (fig. 7). 

ODESSA 

Most Odessa Censor Marks are common and readers will be familiar with the large "D. Ts:· with 
number within a deckle-edged frame. There were also similar marks, large and small with straight-edged 
frames. In 1917 the letters "O.B.O." were added inside the frame, denoting ODESSKI VOENNI 
OKRUG or Odessa Military District. 

The postcard illustrated (fig. 8) shows one of the more unusual types with these letters added. It 
is addressed to a Russian prisoner of war in Hameln, Germany, and is from NIKOLAEVKA in Bessara
bia. 25/5/17. This mu,;t be a village, since it does not appear on a number of maps consulted. 

OUTSTANDING COVERS 

From the collections of Professor 0. Winterstein and Dr. V. Stoyanoff 

(I) EARLIEST KNOWN CANCELLATION OF CHARDJUY 
As recounted in S. D. Tchilinghirian·s "Used Abroad"' Chronicle-VI (B.J.R.P. 33. page 12). Pro

fessor 0. Winterstein (Zurich) has been fortunate to acquire a 3k. postal stationery card (impressed stamp 
without thunderbolts) cancelled I CHAR DJ UY ZAKASP. OB. 1 (at the top): POCHT.OTD. (at bottom) 
and dated 28 Aug. 1887. The actual cancellation was illustrated in line in the last Journal, but we feel 
that readers will enjoy seeing a photograph of this outstanding card in the centre pages, which Professor 
Winterstein has now kindly sent to us. 
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This card represents the earliest known cancellation from Chardjuy. having been sent by a Fr~nch
man to his gardener at Auxerre, France. Mr. Tchilinghirian gives the date of writing as 10 Sept. 1887,'28 
Aug. 1887, which agrees with the date of the cancellation. Examination of the reverse of the card (see the 
illustration) shows that it may well have been written on 10th July, 1887, but possibly kept until it could 
be mailed at Chardjuy Post Office. Prof. Wi.iterstein agrees that the date of writing was 10/7/87, the card 
remaining at Chardjuy before being cancelled 28/8/87. 

The translation of the writer"s message, which appeared in the last Journal, gives the interesting 
information that the first steamship was to be launched on the Am'.J Daria on the same day as the card 
was written. We have endeavoured, without success, to a'3certain who the writer 'E. Cotteau· a-:tually 
was. However, we did unearth some further information as to the inauguration of steamers on the Amu 
Daria. Col. A. Le Messurier, an Indian Army Officer, travelled :o Bokhara in O:tober, 1887 and com
ments in his book ("From London to Bokhara," London; Bentley, 1889) that st•:amers and b:\rges were 
being built near to the point where the new railway !>ridge over the river was being constructed. Le 
Messurier didn't think much of the ability of these vessels to cope with th•-: rapid currcats of the river. and 
his criticisms appeared to be justified. Monsieur Cotteau who passed through several weeks earlier had 
seen-as he said-the launching of the first vessel, but the actual service had not yet commenced. Prof. 
Winterstein tells us that a steamship m:1de its fir.;t appearance on the Am:1 Daria on Sunday, 17 July. 1887 
but this refers to the Governm'!nt Flotilla, as th-=:re were services attempted as ,:arty as 1875 (see .. Stamps 
of Russian Empire Used Abroad .. Part VI, page 566). 

George Dobson (a correspondent of The Times) was in Chardjuy the following Spring (18881 and 
tells us that the cost of two steam~hips for the Amu Daria was included in the accounts of the Transcaspian . 
Railway. Later, he was able to report that a regular service of two ste2mships, between Chardjuy and 
Kerki had commenced, the trip being made in three days one way, and four days the other, steaming only 
by day as navigation of the river was too dangerous. Dobson also mentions that a proposed steamship 
company for the Amu Daria, to be c21led 'The Orient.' with 2 capital of five million Roubles was in pro
cess of formation. The correspondent went on the first train to reach Sannrkand, oddly enough in com
pany with a Frenchman, Vicomte C--, a representative of the French Ministry of Trade, but as it was 
then 1888, it is unlikely to have been our man Cotteau. In true Victorian fashion, we are not gin,n the 
surname of the Vicomte. 

(2) STAMPLESS COVER FROM PLOVDIV TO CHIRPAN (SOUTH BULGARIA} 
This outstanding cover from South Bulgaria (later East Roum<!lia) was also mentioned in the last 

Journ.-.1 ("Used Abroad .. Chronicle-VI; page 10) is in the collection of Dr. Va5sil Stoyanoff, of Russe. 
Bulgaria. As pointed out by Mr. Tchilinghirian. the cancellations of these towns (PLOVDIV on the 
front of the cover, and CHIRPAN on the reverse) are in the Russian types with POSHTA at the top. and 
the name of the town below. The cancellations are the first from these towns. in this type, to be recorded 
and Dr. Stoyanoff is to be congratulated on the acquisition of such an unus'J:.>I cover. Our photograph 
shows that the cover was despatched from Plovdiv on 14/Xll/79. although we are in a slight doubt as to 

the actual day of receipt at Chipran. Dr. Stoyanoff has since advir.ed us th1t the date of the Chirpan 
Cancellation is the same-14/Xll/79. 

The postal history of Bulgaria and Roumelia is rapidly becoming more popular in Western coun
tries. Even so recently as 1957, when the first colume of the Tchilinghirian-Stephen work "Stamps of 
the Russian Empire Used Abroad" made its appearance, many readers bdieved they were being gi,en the 
'pitr before the 'jam' of, say. Persia and China, when the Danubian Principalities. Bulgaria and Roumelia 
were dealt with. It is true that pioneers such as Franz See (Vienna). and later, R. Sklarevski and J. 
McCann ( Baltimore) did much research on the subject, hut ne,ertheless general interest was not kindled 
here until a number of highly valuable articles by the Bulgarian philatelist D. N. Minchev were translated 
by Andrew Cronin, and published in Rossica Journal. Other articles haw now also appeared and much 
fresh information is on hand thereby attracting more devotees to the postal history of these areas. 

(In the last Journal, Mr. Tchilinghirian made the plea that we should illustrate these item5. and also 
the unusual Money Order from TALIENVAN, from the collection of Mr. C. P. Bulak (El Paso. Texas). 
Since the last Journal appeared, Mr. Bulak's Money Ord~r has been fully illustrated and recorded in the 
latest issue of Rossica Journal (No. 65) and therefore we beg to refer readers to that publication.--Ed>. 
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OUTSTANDING ITEMS 

A. S. Waugh and Prof. 0. Winterstein 

(I) CIRCULAR OF THE IMPERIAL POSTAL DEPT. OF 10th DEC., 1857, ANNOUNCING THE 
ISSUE OF ADHESIVE STAMPS 

Thanks to Mr. A. S. Waugh, we are able to reproduce, in the centre pages, this historic circular. 
which has been made up from illustrations in the 1958 Postage Stamp Centenary Publication of the 
U.S.S.R., a copy of which is held by Mr. J. Lloyd. 

We are most grateful to Mr. B01 is Pritt who has made the following translation of the Imperial 
Decree:-
"Post Department 
( l) Otdelenie. 
1 st Position. 
10th December, 1857. 
No. 3. 

To improve the existing method of despatching letters in stamped envelopes, riz: not to collect 
the weight-money by delivery of envelopes, it was proposed to the Imperial Council, to use for internal, 
private (not registcroo) mail, special postage stamp~. which would be like seals with predetermined designs 
would be affixed on to th•:! envelopes of different sizes, as well as on letters, without envelopes just folded. 

The proposal was adopted on the 12th Nov., 1856 by the High Decree of the Imperial Council, 
with the provision that the existing stamped envelopes will be continued and used. 

The Postmaster General, after making arrangements about distribution and the quantity of the 
stamps required, made to the decreed pattern, to be delivered, notifies the appropriate post offices, and 
prescribes:-

( I) to commence the sale of postage stamps to the public, as soon as the stamps are received. 

(2) the payment for stamps must be in accordance with the weight rate, as follows; for one lot
to kop., two lot-20 kop. and three lot-30 kop., without extra payment for the stamp itself. 

(3) from the 1st of January next year 1858 *ordinary m':'.il to all parts of the Empire, Polish King
dom, and the Great Principality of Finland, presented at the post offices in envelopes or if without. the 
address having been written on a folded letter itself, must be despatched only with a stamp appropriate 
to the weight of the letter. 

(4) to point out (to the public) that the stamp must be affixed in the top half of the envelope on the 
same side as the address. 

(5) to allow the use of any combination of postage stamps for prepayment of mail, and to watch 
that the total sum of stamps is not less that the prescribed money-weight rate. 

For example: a letter weighing 4 lot can be prepaid by affixing 4 one lot stamps, or 2 two lot stamps 
or I three lot stamp and 1 one lot stamp. 

(6) all pmtage stamps on mail despatched by the post must be cancelled by crossed pen and ink 
strokes, as it has been prescribed for the stamped envelope. 

(7) if it should be found, by checking of received mail, that some envelopes or folded letters, are 
without stamps or with stamps not cancelled. immediately notify the despatch post place, from which 
such mail was received. to find the guilty person and to collect from same the money for the postage stamps 
which were not affixed. The uncancelled stamps must be cancelled on delivery. 

(8) to allow the public to use the pillar boxes, established for the stamped envelopes. 

(9) the letters from pillar boxes. or letters presented at post offices, as a matter of course. should 
be weighed and if they should be overweight, in the first instance not despatched and to announce the 
action in the newspapers. In the second instance to demand the affixing of additional stamps. 

( 10) letters presented at post offices without post?.ge stamps, are not to be refused, but weight
money collected on the ?.forementioned ground. The post clerk must affix the stamp, in the presence of 
the sender and account the weight money as received for the stamps. 

( 11) the finding of money or valuables in envelopes with stamps c>.ffixed, without declaration of 
same. Proceed according to paragraph 1549 of the Penal Code, (see Supplem:!nt to the Main General 
Post Administration Notice 1845, No. 30). 
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(12) letters; (al money and insured; (b) letters with valuables enclosed; (c) letters accompanying 
parcels; (d) letters to foreign countries and (e) letters addressed to high-titled persons, to accept on previ
ously laid down principles and after prepayment, to be sent without postage stamps. 

(13) if the letters mentioned in paragraph 12 should be presented at the post offices with stamps 
already affixed, they should not be refused, but the affixed stamps are not ta ken into the account, and the 
prepayment to be asked in full. 

(14) the receiving and despatch of fiscal correspondence is continued on previously laid down prin
ciples. 

ln conclusion the department (of post) orders that the Province, District, Army and Border 
post offices should be informed about the use of postage stamps and the rules the public has to obey by 
announcing the same through local Government Department. 

For distribution to all post offices, Post Otdelenia and to stations which receive mail, there 
are attached ·· ·· sheets of this leaflet and the same number of certified leaflets by the general director with 
detailed rules about receiving, storage and transport of postage stamps, the use of same, the accounting 
and responsibility in this matter. 

Signed: Director Nicolai Laube. 

Sealed by Division Head: D. Pizhkov. 

*In Siberia, Caucasus and Transcaucasia from 1st of March next year 1858. 

(2) A IOK. STAMP OF RUSSIA SHOWING THE ZERO SPLIT INTO TWO PARTS 
Professor 0. Winterstein (Zurich) has submitted some interesting photographs of a !Ok. stamp of 

Imperial Russia, showing what appears to be an unrecorded flaw in printing. We are reproducing these 
photographs in the centre pages, and are publishing Professor Winterstein·s notes, which as as follows: 

The !Ok. stamps of Russia (S.G. Nos. I, 2, 5, 15, 21) permit research in many different directions. 
The material is moderately abundant, and with the exception of No. I, not expensive. 

The earliest known plate damage recorded is the "broken 10·· in the left upper comer described by 
Bochmann in 1895 and published by Krotzsch (in "Die Postmarken des Russichen Kaisserreichs," page 
22). This forgotten plate-fault was re-published with the same words by Meyer-Brehm (in the "Berner 
Briefmarkenseitung," 1953, page 18) and is listed by Romeko as No. 21b, and named 'chiffre 10 brise· ; 
it is also catalogued by Zumstein (No. 22a). The next is the 'grande retouche· of No. I in the right upper 
comer, found by Fulpius ("Schweiz. Briefmarkenzeitung,'" 1947, page 303). The third might be 
called the ··o-· dislocated downwards. The •o· of the brown 'KOP" has lost its normal position between 
the oval and the left bottom corner. Such an exception is in the collection of Mr. W. Frauenlob (Berne), 
details of which he published in "Rossicu Journal" No. 51, I 957, page 39. 

It is not difficult to find little and insignificant differences of form, size. and position of the • JO' 
in all four corners. Other little plate faults (for example, missing points and stretches or irregularities of 
the border lines) which are not the result of washing or rubbing, are not rare. 

However. an apparently new variety, details of which we have not previously seen recorded, and 
which does not come into this category, has recently been found. This comprises the '10' in the right 
hottom comer showing the "bipartite zero· (or zero split into two parts). We found this recently on a copy 
of S.G. No. 15 bearing a blue cancellation of Constantinople ( .. Stamps of the Russian Empire Used 
Abroad .. Tchilinghirian and Stephen, Part I, page 39, and illustrated in Fig. 3). It is on piece with another 
!Ok. stamp and both are in good condition and without any loss of brown colour. The divided zero in 
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the right bottom corner is evident by a typical white stretch at the bottom. (See the enlarged illustrations 
in the centre pages). The separation is situated in the lower part and the white under bow is severed by 
quite a quarter of a mm. from the upper portion by the normal brown colour. Therefore the broken 
zero faces downwards. Our search for further examples of this plate damage has so far been without 
success. 

(We discussed Professor Winterstein's discovery with Dr. A. H. Wortman, who agrees that it may 
well be a new unrecorded pl2te flaw. The 'broken 10' described by Bochmann we believe is also known 
as the' Kalash' flaw, a copy which we may be able to illustrate in a future article. Dr. Wortman published 
some comments on the Fulpius 'grande retouche' in B.J.R.P. No. 23 (pages 203-4)-Ed.). 

TWO INTERESTING CANCELLATIONS 

R. S. Blomfield 

I have two items which I'd like to report to the "Outstanding Items" section started in No. 
32 of the B.J.R.P. These were discovered in a wholesale lot of about 35 thousand Imperial Russia which 
I obtained in a British auction some time ago. This lot yielded several good "used abroad" items wllich 
have been reported to Mr. Tchilinghirian for inclusion in the "Used Abroad" Chronicle, so will not be 
mentioned here. However, among some Siberian postmarks found in the lot, I consider the following 
two to be of great interest. 

I. From two copies of the 5k. horiz. laid of 1866, I pieced together the postmark shown in Fig. I. 
One stamp had "UKR. AKMOLLI-22 SEN. 1878" showing, and the other had "UKR. -OLLINSK 
---BL. 22SEN 1878" and a partial strike showing only "SEM-" The two stamps were very likely 
from the same cover-too bad they were soaked off! 

At first I thought "UKR." meant district, similar to okrug. But on checking in my dictionary. 
I found it could be an abbreviation for ukraina (meaning frontier, or border provinces) or ukryeplenie 
(meaning fort). I am inclined to the latter meaning, for if it meant border province there would not likely 
be the "OBL." at the end. There is a blank between "SEM-" and "OBL." in my drawing, but this is 
only because the three postmarks do not show this part. It is most likely "-IR.'' Thus, the full post
mark would read: "FT. AKMOLLlNSK SEMIR. OBL. 22 SEP. 1878." Probably Akmolinsk was in 
Semiryechinskaya Oblast at this time, Akmolinsk Oblast being formed later. Perhaps someone with 
more historical data available can clear this up, and whether Akmolinsk was a fort. Note the double 
"L ·• in the spelling. 

II. Fig. 2 is pieced together from two strikes on a pair of lk. 1883 issue. The "-ARKAND .. 
part is quite faint but discernible and is obviously "SAMARKAND." "ZERAVSH. OKR." I take to be 
an abbreviation for Zeravshan Okrug (District) as Samarkand is on the Zeravshan River. On p. 67 of 
the last · Rossica Journal (No. 65), Dr. Wortman mentions among his new acquisitions. a cover 
with "SAMARKAND ZERA VSH. OKR." which is probably the same type as mine. He thinks it is 
the first type for this P.<J. and says he has a real affection for it. I can well understand this as I feel the 
same for my piece. 

LIBRARY NOTE 

Mr. E. C. Combridge (Hon. Librarian) informs us that two reproductions of Chuchin·s Zemstrn 
Catalogue ,which have been made and presented by Dr. R. Ceresa, are now available on loan. In addition 
Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz has been kind enough to donate the following books to the Library:-"Poczta 
Polska" 1766-1922," W. Stambule; "Polish Inter-Camp Post in Germany" 1958; "Polish Special Post
mark Catalogue" (Parts I-IV): Gryzewskiego Catalogue 1948: Cennik Detaliczy 1959-60; Polish Stamp 
Exhibition Catalogues 1960-62: 400 Lat Poczty Polskie; D'Urso Catalogue Europa 1962; Sassone Catal
ogue, Italy, 1961. These books are also available on loan to members. It is regretted that Library books 
cannot be loaned to members residing overseas. 
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MORE MODERN SOVIET PERFORATION VARIETIES 

A. S. Waugh 

We are now able to reproduce another selection of hitherto unrecorded Soviet imperforate \-aricties 
(Plate 111 in the centre pages) which brings the number of those illustrated to 68 examples. Since the 
last issue, several members have assisted with notes and fo:ts of similar items in their collections. Grate
ful thanks go to Mr. E. Parsons, of Lower Kingswood, Tadworth, Surrey : Mr. A. Swatkovsky of Washing
ton, U.S.A., who kindly sent photostats of his material; and fellow American, Mr. Ellsworth L. Filby 
of Kansas City, Missouri, who included a long and comprehensive list of 75 stamps up to 1948, that are 
his Collection. A final appreciation goes to Mr. Vladimir Gvosdovnch of Moscow, U.S.S.R .• who has 
provided much useful information about his country's stamps and varieties. 

For the present it is intended to limit ourselves to list ing the stamps on Plate Ill, together wit h those 
from members not listed in standard catalogues. Later, it is hoped a full listing of everything known will 
be undertaken, but from past experience, it would seem unlikely ever to be complete. 

PLATE Ill (see centre pages) Illustration No. 

1938 Moscow Metro 
I0k. lmperf TOP x Perf. 12! CTO. 46 
1943 War Series · 
30k. lmperf. BASE x Perf. 12! CTO. 47 
1944 Civil War Heroes 
30k. (Schors) lmperf. TOP x Perf. 12! CTO 48 
1944. 20 years without Lenin 
30k. (Lenin and Stalin) lmperf. BASE x 12! 

Mint 49 
1944. United Nations Day 
60k. lmperf. RIGHT x 12½ Mint 50 
1943. 25 years of Revolution 
2 R. lmperf. RIGHT x 12½ CTO. 51 
1945. Medals 
15k. (Partisan) and I R. ( Ushakov) 
lmperf. TOP x 12½ Mint 52 53 
1943. Teheran Conference 
30k. lmperf. LEFT x 12! CTO. 54 
1946. 25 years of Soviet Stamps 
lmperf. LEFT x 12! Mint. 55 
1946. Sanatoriums 

-45k. Vertical pair lmperf. BETWEEN Mint 56 
1946. Victory 
60k. (Soldier and Flag) 
lmperf. RIGHT x l2J Mint. 57 
1950 Metro. series 
I R. (Station Taganskaya I 
lmperf. TOP x 12~ CTO. 58 

PLATE 111 (see centre pages) Illustration No. 

1949. Tadjik Republic. 
50k. lmperf. RIGHT x 12½ Postally Used 59 
1947. 800 years Moscow 
60k. (Moscow Bridge) 
lmperf. BASE x 121 CTO. 60 
1947 National Reconstruction Series 
60k. (Stalingrad) 
lmperf. LEFT x 12! Mint. 61 
1951 Vasnetsov. 
I R. lmperf. TOP x 12! CTO. 62 
1957 Third International Sports. 
25k. lmperf. RIGHT x 12! Mint. 63 
1958 Turbo Jet Aircraft 
40k. (T.U. 104) lmperf. LEFT x 12 x 12 ! 

Mint 64 
1958 SO\·iet Republics 
40k. (Latvia) lmpcrf. LEFT x 12 ! Mint 65 
1957 Forty years of Revolution 
60k. (Lenin and Pravda) 
lmperf. TOP x 12½ Mint. 66 
1958 E. Charenze 
Vertical pair lmperf. BETWEEN Mint. 67 
1961 Autonomous Republics 
4k. (Nakhitchevan) lmperf. TOP x 12! Mint 68 

SOVIET ll\lPERF. X PERF. \ .ARIETIES, REPORTED BY · MEMBERS 

Mr. E. Parsons 
1950 Lenin 40k. lmperf. BASE CTO. 
Mr. A. Sl\atko,·sky 
1950 Lenin JR. Horizontal Pair lmperf. BETWEEN Mint. 
l 948 Definitive I R. (aircraft) lmperf. RIGHT. Mint. 
1947 Sanatoriums 30k. Kislovodsk (Kirov) 

Horizontal Pair lmperf. BETWEEN and Imperf. RIGHT. Mint. 
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1947 800 years Moscow. !Ok. Gorki St. Imperf. BASE. CTO. 
1946 Reconstruction Series. 5k. Agriculture 

Vertical Pair Imperf. BETWEEN Mint. 
1940 Chekov 20k. Horizontal Pair, misplaced line of Perforations giving Imperf. BASES. Mint 
1936 Pioneers 3k. Imperf. BASE X Perf. 14. CTO. 7 items 

Mr. Ellsworth L. Filby 

1947 Sports 30k. Brown Football. Horizontal Pair Imperf. BETWEEN. Mint 
1947 Definitive (Woman Farmer) 20k. Brown Imperf. at BASE. Mint 
1947 Surikov 30k. Brown Imperf. at TOP. Mint. 
1947 Reconstruction Series. IR. Red (Kharkhov Tractor Works) 

Horizontal Pair Imperf. BETWEEN (bottom of sheet). Mint. 
1947 Sanatoriums 30k. Brown (New Athos) Vertical Pair lmperf. BETWEEN Mint. 
1947 800 years Moscow, 5k. Blue-Brown Vertical Pair lmperf. BETWEEN. Mint. 
1947 Coat of Arms Series. 30k. (Moldavia) Horizontal Pair Imperf. BETWEEN. CTO. 
1947 Coat of Arms Series 30k. (Uzbek) Imperf. at BASE. Mint. 
1947 Soviet Army. 30k. Brown. Imperf. at BASE. Mint. 
1946 25 years Soviet Stamps. 30k. lmperf. at BASE. Mint. 
1945 Lenin 30k. Imperf. at RIGHT. CTO. 
1945 Science Academy. 30k. Horizontal Pair Imperf. BETWEEN. Mint. 
1945 Motherhood Medals 60k. rose. Horizontal Pair Imperf. BETWEEN. Mint. 
1945 Moscow Victory 60k. Imperf. at TOP. Mint. 
1945 Soviet Army Victories 20k. Imperf. at TOP. CTO. 
1945 Soviet Army Victories 30K. lmperf. at RIGHT. Mint (and CTO.) 
1944 Twenty Years without Lenin 50k. Horizontal Pair Imperf. BETWEEN. Mint. 
1944 Alexander Nevsky Order, 3R. lmperf. at RIGHT. Mint. 
1943 Teheran Conference 30k. Horizontal Pair Imperf. BETWEEN. CTO. 
1943 Mayakovsky 60k. Vertical Pair lmperf. BETWEEN. Mint. 
1943 War Series 60k. (Panfilov·s Guards) Imperf. RIGHT. Mint. (and CTO.) 
1943 War Series 45k. (Sewing uniforms) Horizontal Pair, Top Pair Double perf. BETWEEN and 

Imperf. on RIGHT. Mint. (The same with Base Pair). 
1943 War Series 20k. (Distributing Gifts) Jmperf. RIGHT. Mint. 
1943 25 years of Revolution 5k. lmperf. RIGHT. CTO. 
1942 Alisher Navoi IR. Left Margin lmperf. in gutter pair Mint 12! (right stamp) 
1941 Industrial Series 20k. Imperf. TOP. CTO. 
1941 Industrial Series IR. lmperf. at LEFT. Mint. 
1940 Perekop 10k. Horizontal Pair Imperf. BETWEEN. CTO. 
1940 All-Union Fair 30k. Green etc .. lmperf. at TOP. CTO. 
1940 Liberation IR. Jmperf. at BASE. CTO. 
1939 Agricultural Fair 50k. Imperf. at BASE. Mint. 
1938 Soviet Army 30k. lmperf. at RIGHT. Mint. 
1938 Soviet Army 50k. Horizontal Pair lmperf. at TOP and BASE. CTO. 
1938 Soviet Army 80k. lmperf. at BASE. Mint. 
1937 Dzherzinsky 10k. Vertical pair lmperf. BETWEEN. CTO. 
1936 Pioneers 2k. lmperf. at TOP. BASE, and SIDES (Trimmed?) 
1936 Pioneers 3k. Imperf. TOP X Perf. 11. Mint. 

37 items 

In conclusion it should be noted that many more items have been received but all these can be either 
found in various standard catalogues or have already been illustrated in the Journal. The final com
prehensive listing will, of course, include these varieties. 
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THE SOVIET DEFINITIVE SERIES OF 1948-49 

Hans lrmann-Jacobsen 

The Definitive set of 1929/32 on watermarked paper was actually in use until the second World 
War, but as Soviet Russia discontinued using watermarked paper in the production of their stamps, this 
definitive set can also be found printed on unwatermarked paper. The official Russian Catalogue of 
I 955 gives December 1937 as the date of issue for the unwatermarked stamps, although I am inclined to 
believe that no specific date can be regarded as the correct day of issue. Probably the different values were 
printed on unwatermarked paper as the stock of watermarked paper was used up. and the postal officials 
never differentiated between the watermarked, and the unwatermarked. issues. About the same time 
Russia commenced to replace the old definitive series with a new one. This process seems to have been 
completed by the end of 1939, and from then on we find the 5 kopek Miner: 10 kopek Woman Worker; 
15 kopek Soldier; 30 kopek Aviator ; and 60 kopek Arms of the U.S.S.R. as the normal definitive stamps. 
These stamps appear to have been used until 1948, in which year a new set produced by offset printing 
made its appearance. What really was the matter with this set, I do not know, but the astonishing fact 
is that hardly a year afterwards, this series was replaced by a new one in ,ery slightly differing design which 
remained in use as the definitive set until 1961, when the money reform necessitated a fresh new series 
again. 

I would hazard the opinion that far too little study has been done on the definitive stamps of 1929/32, 
1939, and 1948. These definitives have been printed in millions and millions, with the result that they 
have appeared on numerous papers, and in differing inks, and from different plates. It is my sincere hope 
that collectors of Russia will soon concentrate more on these stamps so that a comprehensive and detailed 
listing of them can be published. I am therefore writing some notes on the last Definitive Set, the one 
issued originally from October 1948 until April 1949, and which was in continued use until 1st January, 
1961, a period of nearly twelve years. 

The most interesting stamp in the set is the 40 kop. 'Arms of the U.S.S.R." In a way, the differ
ences in this stamp give an indication or a clue to the whole series and therefore I commence my notes with 
this stamp. The Russian Catalogue gives October 1948 as the date of issue, and lists the following stamps 
in OFFSET-PRINTING: 

Cat. No. 1423-40 kop. Red (October 19481 

(a) dark red. 

(h) orange-red (July 1950) I 5 x 22 mm. 
(I) 14.25 x 21 mm. 

and further on; in TYPOGRAPHICAL PRINTING : 22.5 mm. height. 

Cat . No. 1581-40 kop. Red. 

Now, after trying to measure these stamps to separate the three printings I had to give up. Nor 
did I succeed in trying to type them by colour. However, as I got more material. and combining the differ
ent factors, I believe that at last I am on the track of the solution to the problem. 

It seems that the printing of this stamp commenced in 1948 using cliches measuring between 22.0 
and 22.5 mm. high. and 14.95 and 15.1 mm. across. In this first period the paper gi,es the impression 
of being very slightly greyish, without much chalk in it, varying in thickness from 7.5 to 9 hundredths of a 
mm. How much the original cliches differed, and how much may be the result of paper shrinkage is imposs
ible to say. In 1950 efforts were made to print the same stamp by typography, but the result was not ,ery 
good . This constitutes the second printing of this stamp. 

In the same year the stamp was printed by omet again. but this time on a thick white paper with 
much more chalk, measuring from 10 to 10.5 hundredths of a mm. in thickness. Probably the former 
offset cliches were either destroyed or worn out, as the stamps from this printing measure from 21.8 to 
21.9 mm. (vertically) and from 14.6 to 14.8 mm. (horiz.). 

Some time before 1956 a new cliche again appears, perhaps the one indicated in the Russian Cata
logue of 1958 (said to have been issued in 1954) this time measuring 21.5 mm. x 14.5 to 14.6 mm. 
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At the end of the succession of printings a new cliche with only 7 ribbons on the left side of the Arms 
of the U.S.S.R. appears (instead of 8 on all the printings previously mentioned). This cliche measures 
21.9 to 21.95 mm. x 14.5 to 14.8 mm. And lastly comes a cliche measuring 21.75 x 14.75 mm. where the 
vertical lines which makes the background for the Arms, are made of small dots, instead of solid drawn 
lines. Of this I have got only one single stamp used on a postcard from Samarkand in June 1960. 

The following is my suggestion for a provisional listing of this series: 
(The dates in brackets refer to the year of cancellation found on used stamps in my collection). 

40 KOP. (Michel 1335, Romeko 1330, Scott 1306 and 1689). 

I 8 Ribbons left side. Offset Printing. Ordinary paper 7.5 to 9 hundredths mm. 
Size 22.0-22.5 x 14.95-15.1 mm. 

(a) Dark red-orange (1949) 
(b) Red Orange 
(c) Dark Red (1950) 
(d) Red Brown 

II 8 ribbons left side. Typography. Ordinary paper 10 to 11 hundredths mm. 
Size 22.75-22.9 x 15.3-15.5 mm. 

(a) Red (1950) 

III 8 ribbons left side. Offset Printing. Thick white paper 10 to 10.5 hundredths mm .. 
Size 21.8-21.9 x 14.6---14.8 mm. 

(a) Light red (1950) 
(b) Red Brown 
(c) Dark Rose Red 
(d) Rose red/red rose (1952) 

IV 8 ribbons left side. Offset Printing. White ordinary paper. 
Size 21.5 x 14.5-14.6 mm. 

(a) Rose red (1956) 
(b) Red (1958) 

V 1 ribJ?ons left side. Offset Printing. White paper. 
Size 21.9-21.95 x 14.5-14.8 mm. 

(a) Rose red (1958) 

VI 7 ribbons left side. Offset Printing. Background of dots. White paper. 
Size 21.75 x 14.75 mm. 

(a) Rose red/red rose (1960) 

The same main groups can be traced in the other stamps of this definitive set, too, but naturally 
with some differences. Here is my listing of the other five stamps of the series:-

15 KOP. (Michel 1331, Romeko 1326) 

Page 22 

I 6ffset Printing. Ordinary paper ea. 8.5 hundredths mm. 
Size 22.1.-22.4 x 15 mm. 

(a) Deep black 
(b) Black (1950) 
(c) Black-grey (1952) (Thick white paper 9.5 to 12 hundredths mm.) 

I[ Typographical printing of this value does not exist. 

111 I have not found any smaller cliches on thick white paper. However, they may exist as 
I have not been able to examine much material. 

IV Offset printing. White paper ea. 9.5 hundredths mm. 
(a) Dark grey 
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20 KOP (Michel 1332, Romeko 1327 and 13271) 

I Offset Printing. Ordinary paper 7.5 to 8.5 hundredths mm. 
Size 22-22.l x 14.95-15 mm. 

(a) Green (1949) 
(b) Deep Green (1949) 
(c) Yellowish Green 
(d) Light Green (1950) 
(e) Olive (1950) 

Same, but Thick paper 10 to 11.5 hundredths mm. 
(a) Deep Green 
(b) Greyish Green (1950) 
(c) Olive 

11 Typographical printing of this value does not exist. 
III Offset Printing. Thick White paper 10 to 11.5 hundredths mm. 

Size 21.8-21.9 x 14.75-14.9 mm. 
(a) Olive (1950) 
(b) Dark Olive (1952) 
(c) Light greyish olive (1952) 

l\' Offset Printing. White paper ea. 10 hundredths mm. 
Size 21.25 x 14.25 mm. 

(a) Light greyish olive 
(b) Yellowish olive-green (1957) 
(c) Greyish olive-green (1958) 

25 KOP. (Michel 1333, Romeko 1328 and 13281} 

I Offset Printing. Ordinary paper ea. 8.5 to I hundredths mm. 
Size 21.75 x 14.75 mm. 

(a) Grey-blue (1950) 
(I have not had much material from this first period. Other variations in colour and slight 
differences in measurements may exist). 

II Typography. Ordinary paper. Size about 22.5 mm. vert. I have no example of this 
stamp and can therefore give no information. It was probably printed in a very small 
quantity. I should be glad to hear from any reader who possesses a copy of this particular 
stamp. 

Ill Offset Printing. Ordinary to white but thick paper. 9.5 to 11.5 hundredths mm. 
Size 21.5-21.6 x 14.5-14.75 mm. 

(a) Blue-grey (1951) 
(b) Blue (1952) 
(c) Grey-blue (1952) 

IV Offset Printing. White paper 9 to 10 hundredths mm. 
Size 2.1-21.25 x 14.45-14.5 mm. 

(a) Dark blue-grey (1956) 
(b) Black-blue (1956) 

30 KOP. (Michel 1334, Romeko 1329) 

I Offset Printing. Ordinary paper 8.5 to 9.5 hundredths mm. 
Size 22-22.1 x 14.95-15 mm. 

(a) Light brown (1949) 
(b) Brown (1950) 
(c) Chocolate (195?) 

Same, but Thick paper 10.5 to 11.5 hundredths mm. 
(a) Light brown (195?) 
(b) Brown 
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II Typographical printing does not exist for this value. 

Ill I have found no small cliches on thick white paper. May exist but I have found it difficult 
to obtain much material for examination. 

IV Offset Printing. White paper ea. 9.5 hundredths mm. 
Size 21.4 x 14.4 mm. 

(a) Dull light brown 
(b) Brown 
(c) Chocolate (1958) 

50 KOP. (Michel 1336, Romeko 1331) 

l Offset Printing. Ordinary paper 8.5 to 9 hundredths mm. 
Size 22.3-22.5 x 15.05-15.l mm. 

(a) Blue (1950) 
(b) Dark Blue 

(I do not think this last stamp was issued for any length of time, since the Russian Catalogue 
does not give any other colours but 'blue,' nor any other measurements. The amount of 
material I possess of this stamp is very limited and other colours, or papers. and measure
ments may exist). 

I hope these notes will soon be completed by others who must surely hold more material. There is 
no doubt that this definitive series is one of the most interesting issues of modern Russia, and that future 
research will bring many surprises in relation to paper, methods of printing, and shades of colour. 

MOSCOW'S INTERNATIONAL POST OFFICE 

V. Rudim 

A new post office has been opened in Moscow. It was formally opened on May 9th. 196'.!. Built 
of glass and aluminium, the neon sign over its entrance reads : .. International Post Office:· This post 
office was set up because of the enormous increase in international mail in the past few years resulting from 
the expanding cultural, scientific and economic contacts with dozens of countries. Such mail has trebled 
in recent years and now totals tens of millions of letters and parcels a year. The post office is a three
storey building having two tiers of enormous windowpanes. The total floor area is over l'.!9.000 square 
feet. The mail is handled by six departments and four separate sections. Another IO or more offices 
and halls are occupied by ancillary services.One of the halls is devoted to the history of the postal service, 
and it has on show the latest machinery and equipment employed at post offices. 

The canvas mail bags are unloaded from the mail vans on to a conveyor and are taken 10 the sort
ing department. The bags are opened and the mail is piled up on metal tables with a special press button 
arrangement to suck off the dust. The bags come to rest in a kind of recess in the table that resembles 
a basin. The letters are pigeon-holed according to the various branch offices. The sorters have to know 
foreign lettering as many of the addresses are not written in Russian. However. not all the letters that 
come to the International Post Office are for Moscow. It is also a centre for distribution to other places. 

Another department handles incoming printed matter. On the wall is a time table of all the air
flights, which take newspapers and magazines to other cities. There is also a big file giving the addresses 
of Moscow subscribers to foreign periodicals and newspapers-130.000 of them. About four million 
copies a month of foreign periodicals and newspapers are handled by the post office. The post office 
has 65 vans, which are easily recognisable on the streets by the diagonal wide stripe down their sides, to 
take the mail bags to the airports. railway stations and district post offices. The printed matter depart
ment alone has 100 deliveries of mail bags in 24 hours. There are also seven station wagons to deliver 
mail to the foreign embassies in Moscow. 
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The post office is patronised by a large number of foreigners who frequently have letters addressed 
"Post restante." It employs a staff of eight interpreters. Among other things, they assist customers in 
Jong-distance telephone calls, advise them on parcel packing and help them address letters and send tele
grams. 

(This article was submitted to us by the So1•iet Press Agency, London, and is a tra11s/atio11 of a Russian 
newspaper article. /11 the cellfre pages may be found illustrations of ca11cel/atio11s used at this Post Office, 
together with a photograph of the building.-Ed.). 

MODERN SOVIET PHILATELY; NOTES AND VARIETIES 

A. S. Waugh 

Collectors of Russian stamps sometimes regard the period after World War II as one of largely 
commemorative and propaganda issues. This is to only to 'skim' the surface in stamp collecting. Actu
ally the stamps of the period are full of varieties, many of which are quite elusive, do not turn up in the 
normal collection, and yet can often be found in the cheap packet of "Monster views.·• 

It was during this period that stamps printed on various coloured papers or with varying coloured 
backgrounds started to appear. Some of the earliest stamps issued in the 19th Century used the device 
of coloured paper to differ between values using the same design in each case. Between 1949 and 1957, 
some 57 different Soviet stamps have coloured backgrounds as part of the proper design. However, there 
are also over 73 varieties to these same stamps. Examples may be found in the series which came out in 
May-June 1950, to honour the famous Russian Marshal A. V. Souvorov. The 40k. value showing the 
Marshal's portrait, comes with a Rose background and also with a White background. The Stalingrad 
stamps which appeared in the same year are normally on white paper, but the 20k. value comes also with 
a coloured background. The Moscow Metro set of the same year has a 40k. stamp featuring the Kaushka 
station; this comes with Copper coloured, Rose coloured, and Cream coloured backgrounds. 

Over 64 different stamps can be found printed on coloured papers, and there are a number of variet
ies to be found with various coloured papers for the same stamp. In 1952 the commemoratives issued 
for the Centenary of N. V. Gogol, the writer, has a 40k. stamp printed on both Light Blue and on Grey 
papers. Both the single stamps for K. P. Brullov and V. A. Zh~kovsky, have two variations in the col
oured papers, and so on. Similarly stamps can be found on thick and thin papers which ghe <'.dded inter
est to this post-war period and its varieties. 

An interesting and constant variety can be found on the lowest value issued as part of the long set 
to celebrate the 800 years of the founding of Moscow 1147-1947. This 5k. stamp showing a view of the 
Krimsky Bridge over the River Moskova, appears in two types, the first with the word "Moscow" in clear 
lettering, the second type has the same word filled in with lines and blobs.Both types are not difficult 
to find and are of equal value, but nevertheless must come from different printing plates used to produce 
the typographed borders designed by Dubassov and Andriev. (see the illustrations in the centre pages,. 
Incidentally, the view by E. Shagin, comes in several shades, some of which are quite distinctive. 

A similar collectable item comes on the 30k. and 60k. stamps issued as propaganda to complete 
the current five year plan in four years to designs by V. Andriev, issued in June 1948. These appear with 
the figures of value in white and clear, and also with the same numerals shaded in red (see the illustrations 
in the centre pages). Out of the three stamps issued in this series, only the two items mentioned have these 
two printings, which show quite distinctively in the illustrations. Neither type is scarce and must result 
from different plates being used to produce the red printer in the photo-lithographic processes. 
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GEORGIA: FORGERIES OF THE 1922 ISSUES 

P. T. Ashford 

Judging from reaction to the recent articles in the Journal on Azerbaijan, the recording and illus
tration of forged stamps appears to be of general interest. There are a large number of forged stamps of 
issues from the Transcaucasian Republics of Armenia, Azerbaijan and Georgia, and also from Batum (as 
opposed to forged overprints or surcharges on genuine basic stamps), and it would therefore seem worth
while to inaugurate a series of short articles, each describing a particular set or series of forgeries, which 
we will do our best to illustrate beside the genuine stamps. This first article is devoted to forgeries of 
the 1922 Definitive Issue of Georgia, and of the Famine Relief Issue of the same year. 

The first definitive issue of Soviet Georgia appeared in February 1922, comprising of five stamps 
500R., IOOOR., 2000R., 3000R. and 5000R. Printed at the State Printing Works in Tiflis by lithography, 
they were in large upright format, the first two values being in separate designs of a worker and flag, and 
a sower. The three higher values were all in the same allegorical design showing a figure (? Queen Tamara 
or 'Georgia') holding the Arms of the Soviet Republic of Georgia, whilst a worker is seated at her feet.At 
the same time four stamps of smaller denomination and different designs (25R., SOR., IOOR., and 250R.) 
were printed, but due to currency inflation. they were not issued as part of the definitive set at their face 
value. Instead they were surcharged, also by lithography, with a new value and words in Georgian signi
fying that they were for famine relief. Their use was obligatory, for a time at least. 

It is not proposed to say much in this article about the genuine stamps insofar as paper, gum, per
foration, shades, transfer varieties, etc. are concerned, but by the time stocks remaining had been later 
surcharged (both by handstamp and lithography) very few unsurcharged stamps were left. Consequently 
1ms11rcharged stamps, particularly in mint condition, are decidedly scarce, and their present catalogue value 
is much too low. Used copies are more frequently met with, but are still well worth having. Certain 
of the surcharged stamps were in fact remaindered, but even these are not available in very large quantities 
now. 

The Famine Relief Issue is just the reverse. Large numbers of stamps, both perforated and imper
forate, were left over in the P.O. stocks, subsequently to be sent to Moscow, and later dispersed to the 
stamp trade. Consequently mint stamps are very common, but used stamps (and at this date, few. if any, 
can be regarded as cancelled-to-order) are quite scarce and good to have. 

An interesting sidelight on both these issues is provided by the Official Document illustrated in 
B.J.R.P. No. 32 from the collection of Mr. 0. T. Seager. 

Both sets have been forged, and it is believed that they were printed and distributed from Con
stantinople, where a group of Russian swindlers appear to have specialised in numerous forgeries and 
covers of Caucasian stamps. This conclusion is reached because the forgeries have been found cancelled 
with a faked postmark of Tiflis (in Georgian characters) which has also been recorded on these other pro
ductions. Like many forgeries of this period. they are not frequently seen. and in the case of the Famine 
Relief stamps are a good deal scarcer than the originals! The writer has only seen the forgeries in singles. 

Generally speaking, although printed by the same process, the forgeries are not so well produced 
as the originab, and the detail is much less clear. Specific differences for each value, are given below. and 
both genuine and forged stamps are illustrated in the centre pages. 

1922 DEFINITIVE ISSUE 

500R. Rose Genuine. This stamp is printed in varying shades of rose to carmine. The lines of the 
design are quite finely reproduced. particularly in the border of the design. On the flag 
the five pointed star can be seen completely. The worker's hair is in solid colour. The 
design measures 30 mm. x 23.5 mm. 

Page 26 

Forgery. The colour of the forgery is more of a vermilion shade, and has a flatter appear
ance. Details are poor, particularly in the intricate patterns of the border. The flag 
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bearing the star is incomplete, showing only two of the five points. The workers' hair 
is not shown as solid colour. The size of the forgery is 31 mm. x 24 mm. 

JOOOR. Brown Genuine. Again the detail in the original is very good. The rays of the sun are finely 
drawn, but the line indicating the sun's disc is only suggested. Size of design is 30 mm. x 
24 mm. 
Forgery. Detail is poor, although the colour is only slightly at variance to the genuine. 
Again the forgery gives a 'flat' appearance. The rays of the sun are heavily drawn, and 
there is also a line actually indicating the disc of the sun. The Georgian letters 'S.S.S.R: 
are heavier than they should be. in the forgery there is no white spot between the two 
ornaments at the top left, as there is on the original. The design measures 30.5 mm. x 
24 mm. 

2000R., 3000R. and 5000R. Genuine. In all the stamps of this design, one of the best methods to segre
gate genuine from forged is to glance at the detail of the Arms of Soviet Georgia. In 
the originals this detail is quite clearcut, and shows a shining star over a mountain 
( ?Kasbek) on which are superimposed the crossed hammer and sickle. At the bottom 
are bunches of fruit symbolising Georgian produce. The detail in the figures and clothes 
is also very good. Size of the designs: 30 mm. x 21 mm. 
Forgeries. The colour in each case is very good, but the detail is poor, particularly in 
the coat of arms. The ties of the woman"s dress have no definite end, becoming merged 
in her gown. Size of designs: 30 mm. x 21.5 mm. 

FAMINE RELIEF ISSUE 

IOO0R./50R. Genuine. The genuine stamp is in a quite pleasing shade of violet, and the detail, par
ticularly in the badge, behind the lithographed surcharge (which is in red) is quite good. 
The Georgian letters and figures of the surcharge do not show up well on this stamp and 
are of less value in determining which stamps are forged. The design on the strip immedi
ately below the Georgian letters 'S.S.S.R.' is quite detailed and clear. Size of design: 
24.5 mm. x 20 mm. 
Forgery. Colour is duller and detail is poor, particularly in the strip of design below 
'S.S.S.R.' The figures of the surcharge •1000· (in red) appear to be taller than in the 
original. Size of design: 25 mm. x 20 mm. 

3000R./100R. Genuine. The intricate detail of the badge, and other portions of the design are quite 
finely done, and the surcharge (in black) can be easily seen and comparisons made. The 
Georgian characters of the surcharge show serifs and flourishes very clearly, and there 
is a definite 'bar· to the centre of the '3' in '3000. • Size: 24.5 x 20 mm. 
Forgery. Lack of clarity in the background generally, and the surcharge in Georgian 
characters is rather clumsily done. The characters do not have the same flourish or 
finish at all. In particular the last letters of each line are poor imitations of the original. 
There is no 'bar· to the centre of the '3' in '3000.' Size of design: 25 mm. x 20 mm. 

5000R./250R. Genuine. Colour is bright green. Detail, particularly behind the surcharge (which is 
in black) is good. Although there is a curl to the end of the figure '5, · the ball is not pro
nounced. Size of de~ign: 23.5 mm. x 20.5 mm. 
Forgery. The colour is more of a yellow-green and is quite distinct. The letters and 
figures of the surcharge do not show the same serifs and flourishes as the original. There 
is a large ball at the foot of the figure '5' in '5000: Size of design: 24 mm. x 20.5 mm. 

10.000. ;25 R. Genuine. In the centre of the d:!sign, directly below the hammer and sickle, is some 
definite shading, which is partially obscured by the middle of the second row of the sur
charge in Georgian characters (in red). The background of horizontal lines and ears 
of corn is quite distinct. Size of design: 24 mm. x 18 mm. 
Forgery. The colour is rather bluer than the original, and the detail generally is very 
poor. Instead of any shading below the hammer and sickle, there is a complete void 
of colour, which is most noticeable. Size of design: 24 mm. x 19 mm. 

In the next article, forgeries of the Georgia 'De Jure' issue will be dealt with, which almost certainly 
come from the same source. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
We erred in good company when we had trouble with an illustration in Journal 33. We notice 

that the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain and Stamp Collectlilg have had similar difficulties recently. For 
readers who did not spot this unfortunate error (and at this point our breathing becomes heavier) the 
examples of the Constantinople surcharges on vertically laid paper were placed upside down above the 
writing up. This occurred after we had passed the proofs of the blocks. We have apologised to Eric 
Peel, and ask readers to please treat the illustration as though the half-tone portion was reversed. It is 
hardly necessary to add that we shall try to ensure that errors of this nature do not occur again. 

As usual, we have received many interesting letters from readers for which we are most grateful. 
Where comments are made about articles in earlier Journals, we print details below: 

Mr. Robin Joseph (Northampton) whose interesting translation on Russian Postal Rates appears 
in this issue, points out that his article may help to solve some of the queries concerning Money Orders, 
mentioned in Journals 31 and 32. As will be seen from Mr. Joseph's notes, from 1st Jan. 1897, the maxi
mum amount which could be remitted by Money Order w;,.s 100 Roubles, and the charge for this service 
was 15k. without regard to the amount. In addition there was a delivery charge of 10k. For Telegraphic 
Money Orders the fee was 15k. over the telegraphic charge. Thus it would appear that the 15k. Money 
Order mentioned by John Barry would be collected by the payee from the Post Office, whilst the 25k. would 
be delivered to the payee by the P.O. Mr. Joseph states that he does not know the charge for telegraphs 
so cannot check on the accuracy of his translation with Mr. Pritt's telegraphic Money Order. 

Mr. "Will" Huddy (Liskeard) was particularly interested in Mr. E. G. Peel's article in Journal 33 
on the Levant Surcharges, and says that of this issue he has the following items: 7/I0k. on cover from Con
stantinople to Tabriz; 8/I0k. in black, vertically laid, with R.P.S. cert.; 8/IOk. in blue, vertically laid; and 
8/IOk. black on cover, also with R.P.S. cert. Will Huddy adds (rath•~r wickedly, we think!) th'!t he has no 
inverts. 

Mr. Boris Pritt (Eastcote) who has been following Dr. Wortman's series on Censor Marks of the 
First World War, sends us nine postcards from his collection, for perusal, all emanating from Trans
caucasia and all bearing interesting censor markings. Space is rather against us in describing them in 
detail, but we will do the best we can. All except one are P.O.W. cards addressed to Germany. The 
first is from KATCHMAS BAK. a 11/11/17, with transit cancellations of PETROVSK DAG. OBL. 
k 14/11/17 (in violet, and again in black) and bears a long censor mark with a double rectangular frame 
reading KVK. VOENNll TSENZOR No. 73. The next is from TIFLIS (date of cancellation obscure) 
bearing an unframed censor mark in two lines reading VSKRITO VOENNOI TSENZOROI/KVK. 
VOENNII TSENZOR No. 17. On the reverse is a small double framed rectangular cachet D.TS. with 
TIFLIS below in small characters. The third card is from Baku, and bears a similar type of local censor 
mark as is described by Dr. Wortman, only D.TS. BAKU No. 49. A non-P.O.W. picture postcard from 
Baku to Australia cancelled BAKU 18/3/16 bears a similar marking, but No. 40, which has already been 
recorded. A P.O.W. card from KUTA IS a 15/2/16 has a censor mark in bluish violet (unframed) reading 
in two lines VSKRITO VOENNOI TSENZUROI/KVK. VOENNl TSENZOR No. 55. A card from 
TIFLIS a 17/9/17 (also bearing TIFLIS c 19/10/17) has a violet circular cachet with the Imperial Arms 
reading 621 TOMS KAY A DRUZHINA ( ?), also a similar censor mark to that on the Kuta is and Tiflis 
cards but numbered 272. A further card without a postmark has the same violet circular cachet and a 
similar censor marking, except for the possibility that the number may be 263. The final card is cancelled 
TIFLIS c 15/9/ 17 and has a double circle cachet in violet the words of which are not clear to us. but bears 
also a censor mark as before with the No. 218 (in black). Finally, Mr. Pritt shows us a small piece of 
parcel packing bearing, in black, an unusual circular censor mark of TIUMEN. This reads VOENNI 
TSENZOR ST. SOV. EGOREV./D.TS./G.TIUMEN. A very interesting little lot! 

A number of readers were pleased to read the two-part article on "The Basic Stamps of Azerbai
jan" (P. T. Ashford and I. L. G. Baillie, Journals 32 and 33). Mr. Eric Mehnert-Frey (Zurich) gives some 
additional ways of identifying the forgeries of the Soviet Definitive set and hopes that we can find space 
to print more articles on Caucasian forgeries. Given half the chance, we are very ready to oblige. as will 
be seen from this issue. Mr. K. Freyman (Cape Town) was also interested in these articles. and. in passing. 
tells us he has two Azerbaijan stamps cancelled "TERTER" in 1923. As readers may know, such stamps 
belong to the .. Nagorno-Karabagh .. and are very scrace. We may be <'.ble to illustrnte these in a future 
Journal if we can persuade Mr. Freyman to send us a photograph of them. Incidentally, both Mr. Meh
nert-Frey and Mr. Freyman sent us examples of the missing IOOR. forgery. Thank you both very much! 
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THE AMERICAN SAMOVAR 

Dr. Gregory B. Salisbury 

As this column is being written, plans are completed for our participation at the INTERPEX on 
March 6th-8th in New York. Many specialist societies are exhibiting and meeting for lectures and special 
events. Your writer is scheduled to speak on .. Russian America;' bolstered by some fine historical mater
ial purchased at the recent A.S.D.A. show. 

The annual get-together of the sister societies, The British Society of Russian Philately and the 
Rossica Society of Russian Philately always held during the A.S.D.A. proved to be immensely successfu 
in spite of the terrible news of President Kennedy's assassination in Dallas. Whereas most of the events! 
during that week-end were cancelled for lack of attendance, our turn-out broke all the previous records. 

Members met informally all afternoon, on Saturday, at Dr. Salisbury's suite, and later dined as a 
group, until 7 p.m., the scheduled time for the business meeting. The society President, Dr. Gregory B. 
Salisbury. during the session, presented to the group three members who have performed outstanding 
service to the society and to philately in general: Kurt Adler, conductor of the Metropolitan Opera, prolific 
author of research works in his field and in philately, the latter published in the Rossica Journal; Joseph 
F. Chudoba, Chairman of the New York branch of the Rossica Society, and an outstanding philatelist: 
and Oleg Agafonovich Faberge, world's greatest authority, and author, in the field of zemstvos, entires, 
revenues and early Imperials of Russia. All three were unanimously voted to the honoured post of 
"Fellows"" or "Honoured Members." Dr. Salisbury, as Editor in Chief of the Rossica Journal, appointed 
Hon. Memb. Faberge to the Editorial Board of the Journal. 

The usual party scheduled for the evening was cancelled because of the assassination of President 
Kennedy, and instead members, their wives and guests remained for the evening to chat and discuss the 
events of the day. Buffet supper was served. 

On Sunday, at noon, Rossica held its annual bourse, and this popular event attracted many mem
bers. guests and dealers. Buying and selling, as well as trading of specialist material was very brisk. 
Regular items of Russian philately were likewise offered and bought at most attractive prices. At 1.45 p.m. 
Mrs. Charlotte N. Downs, managing editor of STAMPS, and Society's most valued member, was asked 
by Dr. Salisbury to draw the lucky number, for the door prize, offered by him, a superbly cancelled Russian 
No. I. He stated that he chose her out of the whole crowd, as she was the only honest person in the room! 
Mrs. Downs laughingly performed the task and Lydia Callahan was the lucky winner. 

The joint m-!eting of sister societies was opened by Dr. Salisbury, and in his address he stressed the 
ever growing popularity of our field among the collectors, the growth of the societies, the awards won by 
our members at the internationals, and the medals received at same exhibitions by the Rossica Journals. 
He likewise read congratulatory letters from various chapters all over the world. He ended his talk by 
presenting an illustration of international philatelic co-operation which resulted in an article for the Journal 
Mr. C. P. Bulak of El Paso, Texas, sent the speaker a letter describing a T ALIENWAN cancellation, and 
Port Arthur postmarks previously unrecorded. He replied that in "TALIENWAN" (Chinese for Dalny. 
near Port Arthur. in Kwantun Territory of Manchuria) Mr. Bulak had the greatest of rarities and that the 
material should be sent to W. Stephen in Scotland, co-author of "Used Abroads" The resulting corres
pondence became the featured article in the Rossica Journal. 

The main speaker of the evening was then presented to th-~ societies, Dr. Leon P. Kozakiewicz, of 
Chicago, famed specialist of Polish philately, who displayed one album of rarities, out of a collection that 
ranks as one of world's greatest. It contains among other items, all the cancels used in Poland from 1762 
to date. He showed stampless covers such as the 1555 Poland to Venice, 1620 from Drznan to Rome, 
1670 Brz,!~ in Polish Sileoia, 1658-68 ecclesiastic l•!tter5 from Posny (Latin for Poznan) carried by the 
monks. also a wic!e array of XVlllth Century scarce co,ers such a~ an Orc!er of 1708 from Reggio, Italy 
ordering that all m:1il coming from Poland and Rus'.>ia be disinfected, also a first handst.-.mp of Poland of 
1768, a 1751 ch':lrt of th•: n11il route from Dre,den to Wars:nv, ktt,!rs from th•! War of Polish Succession 
of 1733-1738, Wa,saw official postal sealing wax seals of 1762. 
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Dr. Kozakiewicz then passed around letters of different Napoleonic Army groupings in Poland 
such as the Grand Armee Nos. 6, 13, 40, 43, during 1807-10. He likewise showed a newspaper printed 
by the Napoleonic Army in Vilna in 1812 for its soldiers. Projected drawings of the stamped envelopes 
of the Warsaw City Post were then shown, of the Kingdom of Poland, also the postal censorship on seal
ing wax of 1794 on the only letter known of the Duchy of Lublin. 

The "piece de resistance" was the section on Poland No. I. Dr. Kozakiewicz showed a stamp with 
a broken "K" in the KOPECK, not yet written up. Then came the 1913 die proofs of essays of Poland 
No. I made by W. Polanski. Only twenty were made in colour, an exact imprint of the only remaining 
original dies. He also showed a proof of the cliche for the first postage stamps made in black on thick grey 
paper and pasted on a half sheet of paper with notations by the engraver Henryk Mayer, also a proof of 
same cliche in black on a thin white paper from the original steel matrix. Then came the largest fragment 
of a sheet of Poland No. I that is known, a block of six! The amazing display was concluded with a large 
array of colour varieties, defects of frame, horizontal and vertical strips of the stamp, paper varieties. rail
road cancellations on No. I and late usage such as 28/ I/ 1865 on covers. 

Joseph F. Chudoba followed up with most interesting covers from Port Arthur and Chefoo to New 
York with most unusual transit marks. Lydia Callahan completed the programme with a fine display 
of stampless covers. 

Our salute to the Moscow Society of Collectors for their excellent publication The Soriet Col/ect
io1111er which contains much valuable philatelic material. It is hoped that this issue will be but the first 
of many other such publications to emanate from Russia. 

We just had a shock-a letter in Russian written by Jack Posell of Cleveland. who is studying Russ
ian in preparation of going to Russia with the Cleveland Orchestra. It was an amazingly good effort! 
Let us hope that when he visits Paris, en route to his Soviet tour, he will find our friend Emile l\larcovitch 
improved in health. Poor Emile has been seriously ill and we earnestly hope for his speedy reco,ery. 

A COLLECTOR'S CALENDAR 

P. T. Ashford 

News seeped through to Warminster only two weeks ago (mid-January) that a certain High Priest 
of Russian Philately, Doctor Gregorieff Bondarenko Salisbury was likely to be coming to London for the 
first time in February, ostensibly to give a dental lecture, but, in truth. to make acquaintance with his 
many friends in B.S.R.P. Immediately on receipt of these glad tidings, folk busied themselves with recept
ion committees, special meetings, flags were ordered, cheer leaders chosen. and for all we know .. , Like 
Greg" badges put into production. Even an Anti-Rossica demonstration was talked about (surely the 
greatest tribute this country can pay to a visitor-"Down with Rossica··: "Go Home Salisbury .. ). Smoke 
signals from Sutton, only received as this column is written, tell us, however, that arrangements couldn't 
be completed. So much to our regret-and Greg·s-the trip looks like being off for the time being. A 
pity-why, you had made us all quite animated. Greg!-but a brave try! Better luck next time!! 

Several members, among them Cliff Handford, Eric Combridge, Eric Poulter and Mr. H. F. Blease 
have been regular attenders at the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain for some years now. This year, 
Congress is to be held between 26th and 29th May, at Bournemouth. and already a formidable array of 
B.S.R.P. talent is poised to take part. Apart from the stalwarts mentioned. W. Ross and your Editor are 
hoping to be present, and there are others. such as Dr. Alfred Wortman who are still making up their minds. 
It looks like being a pleasant rendezvous, particularly as Cliff Handford has agreed to take the chair at 
two meetings of a "Russian Study Circle." How about some other members joining up, and make the 
congress really take on a Russian slant? 
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There have been other B.S.R.P. members honoured by the Royal Philatelic Society, London, who 
have received invitations to display at 41, Devonshire Place, but it is doubtful whether they have made quite 
such an impact as did Dr. Alfred Wortman at that Society's January meeting. In part this was due to 
Alfred"s superlative display of "Covers and Cancellations of Russia from 1773 to 1923. ·• and partly pro
bably because of the immense strides in philatelic popularity Russia has enjoyed over even the last five 
years. Altogether the show comprised 53 frames, each of twelve sheets-636 sheets showing no less than 
900 covers. Commencing with four frames of Pre-adhesive covers (the earliest cover being a St. Peters
burg of 1773), other frames covered every facet of Russian philately. Stationery, early adhesives, Post
master Provisionals, Town Posts, Zemstvos, Finland, Poland, South Russia, Transcaucasia, "Used 
Abroad," Levant, Russo-Japanese War, Railway and Ship Mail, Mute Cancellations, Field P.O.'s, all 
had their respective portions of display. It is almost a hopeless task to pinpoint 'highlights' in such an 
exhaustive display ,but samples of the "Levant Dots" (A 778, and 780-785 inclusive, including 780 on cover, 
782 on part cover, and no less than two covers featuring 783) were outstanding; in the Polish frame was a 
postcard written by Dr. Zamenhof, the inventor of Esperanto; a nice cover featuring Savings Bank stamps 
from Tiflis in 1918 caught the eye; whilst from the Balkans came a Plovdiv cancellation on a !Ok. stamp of 
1875; one of two covers known from Tulcea (Roumania) used by the Russian postal service; and the only 
known example of the first type of cancellation from Alexandretta. Amongst the "Used Abroad" mater
ial were examples of all the T.P.O.'s of the Chinese Eastern Railway (Nos. 261-266) as well as many Rail
way Station cancellations from that area. To mount and arrange such a master display must have 
involved Alfred in many hours of work, and collectors must have felt privileged to see such an outstanding 
array. . But the chores are not over yet, as Alfred tells us he has been asked to write a lengthy article for 
the Lo11do11 Philatelist on items from the display! 

Whilst writing of the Royal Philatelic Society, we are delighted to report that our member Mr. 
Donald McDonald has been awarded The Tapling Medal for the best London Philatelist article of the year, 
the subject of which was the "Smith and Weave/' stamps of Estonia, being spread over three numbers 
during 1963. Our sincere congratulations to Mr. McDonald for such a splendid achievement. Mem
bers of our Society have now won the Tapling Medal and the Crawford Medal (S. D. Tchilinghirian and W. 
S. E. Stephen for "Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad"). It now remains for us-or rather one 
of our number-to win the Tilleard Medal, which is awarded to the most outstanding display at the Royal 
during a given season. Bearing in mind our description of Dr. Wortman·s display, we are keeping our 
fingers crossed! Mention must also be made of the news that our member Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz has 
been awarded the "Collectors' Club Medal" by the Collectors' Club, New York, for the most outstanding 
display in 1963. This results from Mr. Bojanowicz's display "Kingdom of Poland," which he gave on 
20th March, 1963. Again a most coveted award has been gained by one of our members, and our heartiest 
congratulations are given to him. 

From time to time the Soviet Press Agency sends us short items of interest. A few paragraphs were 
recently received on "The First Soviet Postage Stamps" by Maria Kovalyova, and we reproduce them here
with: ··The first Soviet postage stamps were issued not in August 1921, as it has been considered until 
recently, but in October 1918. This was ascertained by historical documents, the most important of which 
is the order of the People's Commissar for Posts and Telegraph, Vadim N. Podbelsky, "On New Revolut
ionary Postage Stamps:· This Order, signed by Podbelsky in October 1918. reads in part: "New revolut
ionary postage stamps of 35 and 70 kopeck denomination, with the drawing of a hand with a sword break
ing a chain, will be put into circulation as from October 15, 1918. The 35 kopeck stamp is blue and the 
70 kopeck brown. The aforesaid stamps with the stated date will be valid for postage payment. ... ·· 
In catalogues this series is called the Kerensky issue, because the stamps carry the inscription "Russia," 
and not the R.S.F.S.R. However, the name of the "Russian Socialist Federative Soviet Republic" was 
legalised finally in July 1918 in the first Soviet Constitution, adopted at the Fifth All-Russian Congress of 
Soviets. I would remind you that one of the first edicts of the Soviet Government was "The Declaration 
of Rights of the Peoples of Russia." This is apparently why the first Soviet postage stamps carried the 
inscription "Russia." ·· 

Now why should we reproduce this item? We ar.: fully aware of the so-called "Kcrensky" issue 
which is fully catalogued. The point is that never before has it been suggested that these stamps might, in 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 34 Page 31 



fact, be the first Soviet stamps, despite the inscription "Russia." Perhaps we shall now see them heading 
the list in future Soviet Catalogues? 

It was a pleasure to learn that John Lloyd was ele;:ted to the post of Assistant Secretary of B.S. R.P. 
on 18th January, 1964. This is good news, for the work John Barry is obliged to undertake is immense, 
and further illness in December (from which we 2.re glad to say he is now much recovered) has underlined 
how imperative it is th,it we give him assistance. Our thanks go to John Barry for his splendid work for the 
Society, over so many year.,, and also our th,mks to John Lloyd who has been so ready to give help. 

At the International Exhibition held last Autumn in Istanbul, there were altogether 369 entries 
in the competitive classes, of which 12 were of Russian or allied material. Four of these were from the 
Soviet Union, none of which actually received awards, but of the remainder, six B.S.R.P. members, we 
believe, gained awards: Mr. Michel Liphschutz (Paris) a Gold Medal for Russian Posts in the Mediterran
ean; Dr. R. Seichter (Soltau), a silver-gilt medal for Ukraine; Mr. J. Michelson (Johannesburg) a silver
bronze for Latvia; Mr. A. Droar (London) a silver-bronze for Imperial Russia; Mr. C. W. Roberts (llmin
ster) a bronze medal for Ukraine (Podolia); and Mr. John Lloyd (Colchester) also a bronze for Revolut
ionary Period Imperials. 

Members interested in obtaining Part Four of "Austrian Post Offices Abroad" by S. D. Tchiling
hirian and W. S. E. Stephen, which is scheduled for publication in June 1964 may obtain it at a specially 
reduced pre-publication price of 21/- (or 3.00 Dollars U.S. and Canada) providing their order, with remitt
ance, reaches Mr. W. S. E. Stephen, 94 High Street, Aberlour, Banffshire, Scotland, before 30th June, 1964. 
Part Four will be devoted to Constantinople, Ionian Islands, Albania and Epirus. Altogether there will 
be 150 illustrations of cancellations, and a map. The normal price after publication will be 30/- or 4.50 
Dollars (U.S. and Canada). May we remind our American friends who send personal checks in payment 
that it does really cost fifty cents in bank charges to convert them in this country. Would they please 
either pay by Post Office Money Order. or add another fifty cents to their check? 

Some years ago the Rossica Society were invited by the American magazine Stamps to edit a special 
"Rossica" number. Not only was the result pleasing and of special interest, but we understand it resulted 
in valuable publicity for the Society with a resultant increase in membership. Now, it seems, "Rossica" 
'have done it again. This time they too_k over the issue of Linn's Weekly Stamp News of 16th December, 
1963. Apart from an interesting history of Rossica Society with accompanying photographs. a number 
of articles (some having previously been published in Rossica Journal) including .. Russia and the Space 
Age" (Jerri Chaivoe); "Development of the Russian Postal System" (S. V. Prigara); "A French Soldier 
writes from Moscow in 1812" (M. Liphschutz); "Tie-in Covers in U.S.-Russia History" (M. Kessler); 
"The New York Rossica Chapter" (J. F. Chudob:t); "Belgian Arnnured Division in Russia during World 
War I" (E. Marcovitch); and "Postal History of Russian America" (Dr. G. B. Salisbury). Our thanks go 
to Dr. Salisbury and to Mr. A. Swatkovsky who kindly sent copies for our information. 

REVIEWS OF NEW LITERATURE 

Ukraine: The Shagir Issues by Ian L. G. Baillie. 
A limited edition of250 copies. il'ith 15 pages of illustrations and 31 pages of text. Primed in the samefiwmat 
as· recent numbers of the Journal and with the same pale blue co1·er. Price 18/-, plus 6d. postage. /i·,,111 the 
author, I. L. G. Baillie, 8, Cote Park. Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol. 

Although there is a great deal of information in Dr. Seichter's Sonder Katalog, to the best r•f my 
knowledge this is the first attempt at a comprehensive study of these very interesting stamps. 
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l remember, many years ago, Mr. Arthur Greaves givin~ a talk and display on these issues at one 
•of the B.S.R.P. Meetings and in particular h,: discussed the various printings which he had identified. His 
conclusions were not, however, altogether accepted by some of the m'.>re knowledgable members present 
and there is no doubt he did not have anything like the amount of material at his disposal, nor was he able 
to go into this complicated question nearly as thoroughly as Mr. Baillie has done. Mr. Baillie acknow
ledges in his Preface that he borrowed collections of these stamps from som: of our members. l know 
that he made an exhaustive study of them, checking and rechecking wh•:!rever possible, a task which has 
kept him hard at it for several years. 

The result is an outstanding Philatelic work. Although the basic stamps are still very common, 
whole sheets are not so easy to find. It appears that originally the stamps were p:inted in sheets of 400 
which were usually cut up into sheets of 100 for delivery to the Post Offices. Only one unsevered sheet of 
400 is known. Full details are given to enable the various sheets to be identified with drawings of the 
plating marks-beautifully done as we would expect from the hands of Mr. Baillie. 

Details are also given of the much rarer printings from I 00 plates, of which little is known, and it is 
with regard to this that I noticed a slight slip. Mr. Baillie states that this printing was used for the over
printing of the so-called .. Mariupol" surcharge-35k. on 10 shagiv-and h,: adds that he has not seen a 
used copy of this printing with or without the overprint. He forgot that he had seen in my collection a 
pair of the overprinted stamps on cover-possibly philatelic but apparently gone through the post. I must 
say I was not aware it was as rare as all that. 

The recently discovered printing from 60 plates is also described and all the information known to 
date is given. These stamps come under the category of "prepared for u~e b:it not issued." All the same. 
it is amazing that they remained unknown for 40 years. 

An interesting fact is that no forgeries of these stamps have been identified-what a relief to collect
ors of Ukraine who are accustomed to find duds among even the commonest tridents! 

The Currency stamps are also dealt with so far as is possible at present. Material in the shape of 
multiples is sadly lacking. Singles are far from rare but blocks of any size are almost non-existent. 

The book ends with an extensive Price List and Check List, an innovation being the pricing of used 
copies with genuine.and with doubtful cancellations, and used on cover, genuine, philatelic and on Money 
Transfer Form. A very difficult task admirably done, although in my opinion the Currency stamps used 
on cover are very much underpriced. Such usage was not authorised and such covers as there are must 
surely be philatelic, but they arc rare-very rare. 

In conclusion I can thoroughly recommend this book to all interested in Russian Philately, especi
ally Ukraine, as a most interesting and valuable work.Indeed those Philatelists who think that Philately 
proper cannot apply to stamps issued in this century might do well to study this book, and perhaps there
after they will change their opinion. 

C. W. ROBERTS. 

Ukraine 1918/20: Be=irk Kiell' by Dr. R. Seicl,ter, Soltau. Ohtainahlefrom the author ut 20a. Soltau. Vik
toria-Lui=enstr. 7, Germany. 

Members of our Society who have read the earlier handbooks in this series, dealing with the Dis
tricts of Poltava (published 1959) and Kharkov (published 1960), will be well aware of their great value to 
every specialist of the Ukraine. The third handbook in this series, just published, deals with the "Dis
trict of Kiev," and its outer cover, similar to the two preceding volumes, induces readers to expect a com
parable treatment of the subject. But there the similarity ends, for, from the very first page, the con
tents of this third section are full of important innovations. 
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To begin with, there is an index of two pages, which allows the reader to spot at a glance the page· 
where he will find the item of information he needs; then the text itself is sub-divided into many headings, 
and thus much easier to follow; thirdly, this text covers no less than 22 pages (comparing with 7 pages in 
each of the preceding handbooks). To sum up, from the point of view of presentation and contents, this. 
Kiew section marks a considerable progress on its predecessors. 

The real treat, however, begins with the reading. Normally, a technical and highly specialised· 
handbook of this kind cannot be assimilated at one go, and is best read in small sections, on different days. 
This is what this reviewer intended to do, but the contents of the 22 pages of text were in fact so inter-
esting that he just couldn't stop reading until he reached the end. 

The technical data on each type, on the various multi-stamps, and on the varieties known, are natur-
ally all there, but every specialist of the Ukraine is now familiar with them, as they have been dealt with in 
great detail in earlier publications, and what few fresh discoveries are disclosed in this latest work are not 
of a kind to stir up any exceptional interest. The fascinating part of this text is the inside story of 1hese 
trident overprints, of the circumstances in which the many controversial or little-known items were pro-
duced, and of the reasons why some stamps or some special printings were branded by the U.P.V. as 
"speculative," "illegitimate," "reprints," "posthumous" or of otherwise questionable origin. For instance 
it is explained that the scarce Roubles values of the Kiev I ff machine-printed trident were produced and. 
given to Svenson in payment of his invoice for printing the lower values. Information of this kind 
abounds in almost every page of the text, and the wealth of details given allows, not only to better under
stand the check-lists of the Sonder-Katalog, but also to separate debatable productions from the fully 
legitimate ones. 

Admittedly, some of this information was contained in earlier editions of the Sonder-Katalog, but 
in an incomplete form, and without the wealth of details now given as to shades of the inks, shades of the 
basic stamps, state of the handstamps, etc., these being a valuable feature of this new volume. The part 
played by Svenson and others in the preparation of some of these overprints is now clearly explained, and 
the section dealing with cancellations contains interesting data about the genuine date-stamps which passed 
into unauthorised hands (Elionka, Zhmerinka-Vokzal, several Kiev ones, and quite a few others). These 
assets alone make this new book a "must" for the Ukraine specialist who wants to know the real status 
of the stamps in his collection, as the details given should solve most of the problems which may have kept 
him guessing in the past. 

The priced check-list covers another 16 pages, along the same lines as the earlier editions of the 
Sonder-Katalog, in conjunction with which it must be used, as this new work does not contain any illus
trations. Generally speaking, the pricing shows little change in comparison with the 1961 edition of the 
Sonder-Katalog, indicating that the market for Ukrainian stamps in Germany is remaining stable. The 
cheaper items and the majority of the rare ones are practically unchanged, but many stamps in the medium, 
price range have been marked up by some 20;0 to 40%. 

It should be noted that. apart from the regular Kiev issues, this handbook also covers and lists the 
many local overprints in the Governments of Kiev, Chernigov. Mogilev and Wolhynia. 

S. D. TCHILINGHIRIAN. 

"Austrian Post O.ff,ces Abroad'' Part Three. D.D.S.G. and other A11strian Narigation Companies, by 
S. D. Tchiling/ririan and W. S. E. Stephen. 80 pages, i11c/11di11g il/11strations in Ira({ tone and line. Price 30/
P11blis/red by the Austrian Stamp C/11b of Great Britain, and obtainable from Mr. If'. S. E. Stephen, 94 High 
Street, Aberlo11r, Ban.ffshire, Scotland. 

Part III of the Austria Used Abroad Handbook is now in collectors· hands and, as is to be expected, 
has turned out to be as excellent and invaluable as the earlier parts.It is mainly devoted to the stamps 
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and postmarks of the D.D.S.G. but there are useful small sections on other shipping lines, for example 
.. Austro-Americana," "Dalmatia" and "Ragusea." In addition to the information contained in Part I 
-on the Government Sea Post Offices, there is more information on those operating between Trieste and 
Metcovich; Trieste and Curzola; Trieste and Cattaro and Cattaro and Castlenuovo. 

Finally, there is a most useful se;:tion on the Austrian ship m:til from Lalce Garda; Lake Maggiore 
and Lake Constance. 

Reading through the volume I thought that there were two aspe~ts of interest to Russian collectors. 
First of all, the chapters on the D.D.S.G. do not reveal any recorded material from Russia or from Odessa 
with the stamps or the markings of this Austrian Shipping Line. Such material ought to exist as Odessa 
was the terminal of an important line from Galatz and there was a D.D.S.G. agency in Odessa. Have 
any readers seen material which has passed through the Odessa agency? 

Secondly, I was interested in the extreme rarity of ship mail from the Austro-Americana Line. 
Apparently only two items are known despite the fact that it operated from 1903 to 1918 and carried heavy 
traffic for many years. The parallel which it suggested to my mind is with the services of the Russian 
American Line which operated from 1906 to 1914 from Libau to New York and from 1915 to 1917 from 
Archangel to New York. The Russian Volunteer Fleet also operated a service from 1906 to 1908 from 
Libau to New York. Nonetheless I have never heard of any material from these Russian lines. I think 
that the explanation is the same in both the Russian and the Austrian cases-they were handling the heavy 
traffic of poor emigrants from Eastern Europe for whom the nearest port would be either Libau or Trieste 
and it seems clear to me that any mail from the Eastern European Emigrant Steamship services must be 
of great rarity. 

To conclude, this volume is a delight to the collector of Used Abroad and Maritime Mail. There 
can only be unbounded admiration for the authors in their skill and industry. 

J. V. WOOLLAM, M.P. 

Talking Stamps. By V. Alexyev. A booklet in Russian, published iii 1961 by a Departmellf of the Ukrai11iu11 
Ministry of Culture at Kharkov. Edition of 30,000 copies. Price 38k ., 127 pages of small octal'O size. 

This book is in most part a generalisation of all issues appearing in Russia from the first stamp 
of January 1858, to the new currency issues of January 1961. It is not a catalogue, and certainly does not 
mention or illustrate all the issues, but for the first time, to my knowledge, in recent years anyway, it des
cribes and illustrates stamps of the First Issue, the Romanov issue, Charities, Zemstvos, Used Abroad 
with overprints, "Kerensky's," Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Ukraine and R.S.F.S.R. including the 
Soviets printed for the Far East. One or two of each of these issues are illustrated in black and white. 

Chapter II onwards deals with Soviet issues either in chronological order or by tl)eme, and the last 
chapter is entitled "How to Collect Stamps." 

This booklet, although quite well produced, is of no use to the specialist. However, I think it is of 
interest because it shows a first sign of Soviet philatelists wishing to know something more of Russian 
.Stamps other than the Soviet issues, as ha,; been the case in the past. 

JOHN LLOYD. 

The S01•iet Collectio11ner. Published in Moscow, July 1963, by S1·ya=i=dat, Mosha, Tsellfr. Chistolrndnyii 
Bufrar 2 (i11 Russian). 175 pages. Price I Rouble. Issued by the Moscow Collectors' Club. 

Thanks to Allan Waugh loaning us his personal copy, we are able to review a new philatelic publicat
'ion from the U.S.S.R. It would appear that "The Soviet Collectioner·• of the 'thirties is now reappear
ing, and we hope this will be the first edition of many. Printed in Russian, this paper backed book of 175 
pages seems likely to be issued annually. In this first number there are a large number of articles, some 
devoted to coins, badges, and banknotes, but others are of especial interest to philatelists, as follows: "Kos
mos Philately"-a 23-paged article listing stamps and cancellations of U.S.S.R. pertaining to the space 
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them.::, by E. S.ashenkO\·; a report on the Prague International Exhibition of 1962; an article by S. Blekh
man on the stam,3, post?.! st?.iion,~ry. and cancellations ofTannu Tuva; a listing of U.S.S.R. stamps issued 
in 1962; and an int•:!resting catalogue compiled by V. Yakobs on Special Cancellations used in the U.S.S.R. 
in 1962, which is of particular value. 

Catalogue of Sol'iet Special Postal Cancellations, 1922-1961. Published in August 1963 by Glavnaya Filatel
istitcheskaya Kontora for the Russian Ministry of Culture, Moscow. (In Russian): Price 40k. Priming 
15.000. Illustrated in line. Paper cover. 96 pages. 

For those interested in the Special Cancellations of the U.S.S.R. this new booklet is indispensable. 
Together with the article in the "Soviet Collectioner" which deals with official cancellations used in 1962, 
collectors now have a complete record. lllustratiom are shown of each type, and details given as to the 
post offices at which they were in use. Unofficial cachets are not recorded. It is not part of the function 
of the catalogue to give any indication of value, or of relative scarcity. This reviewer has few special can
cellations but all those he possesses have been recorded. 

An interesting fact elicited is that from 1922 to 1946 only 43 different special cancellations are 
recorded. From 1947 until 1961 another 317 were used, not including many variations of the same type 
used in different localities. Although this catalogue will be of considerable help to the many collectors 
of this m~terial, even the greatest enthusiast must admit that special postmarks are being overdone in 
Russia, just as th-~y arc everywhere else. 

The Joumal of the Rossica Society of Russian Philately. No. 65. 1963. Edited by Dr. Gregory B. Sali!.-
hur_r. 49th and Locust Streets, Philadelphia 39, Pa., U.S.A. 

The latest issue of ··Rossica" has just arrived, which continues to uphold the high standard set 
previously by our Transatlantic friends. Greg Salisbury leads off with an Editorial straight from the heart: 
"We welcome articles on postmarks, transit marks, offices abroad, unusual usages of mail, postal history, 
etc .. etc., but we raise our voice in protest at the dearth of material sent in the field of stamp issues, their 
preparation, essays, proofs, varieties, early and late usages, mixed frankings, overprints and forgeries. 
The fundamental centre of interest in our hobby is still the stamp itself! Why ignore it!!"" And what can 
this reviewer add to that? 

Dr. Salisbury stole a march on B.J.R.P. by arranging to serialise a recent Russian publication "The 
Ancient Russian Posts" by Maria Nikolaevna Vitashevskaya and the first part appears in this edition, 
before we have seen even a copy in England! Part I brings readers up to the 16th Century and so hardly 
into the realms of philately, but it promises to be of great reference value. 

Boris Shishkin writes interestingly on "Yassy-Local Zemstvo Post"; V. Popov gives some "Addit
ional Data on the Russian Post in China 1910-16," in particular discussing copies of the IR. Arms Type 
overprinted 'KIT Ar perf. 12! (instead of 13V. C. P. Bulak publishes a series of letters concerning his 
Talienwan cancellation (Chronicled by Simon Tchilinghirian in B.J.R.P. 33), and the money order is duly 
illustrated. Dr. A. H. Wortman contributes a most valuable article "Early Postmarks of the Trans-Siber
ian Railway," which includes some most interesting illustrations. Our only wish is that this article should 
be conceived on a much grander scale. Dr. Wortman has the material, and certainly the ability! Ah! 
the time!! But we do not give up hope!! Kurt Adler writes an article-"Philatelic Meanderings"
being a record of his 1963 visit to the Eastern European countries, including Roumania and Bulgaria. 
Being simple souls. we are captivated by the 'chit-chat' of philately, and this type of article means more 
to us than an impressi\e table of symbols. G. H. Torrey continues with his saga on 'Used Abroad: whilst 
Fred W. Speers writes at length on Russian Finance Ministry War Charity Labels of 1915/16. When it 
comes to Erinophilia. we'll stick to Scotch. E. Marcovitch writes well on 'Post Cards and Envelopes of 
the Address Bureau· whi::h is a pretty piece of postal history. B. Kurbas gives us all a geography lesson on 
the Kwan-Tung Territory and shows that Talienwan is, in fact, a separate locality to Dalny, 
although very close to it. We live and learn! A very unusual article by D. Frants on 'The Zemstvo Posts· 
(translated from the 'Encyclopaedic Dictionary· by Brockhaus and Ephron, St. Petersburg, 1894) gives 
some valuable information. including the fact that in 1892 there were, 1,793,800 prepaid ordinary letters 
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handled by Zemstvo Posts. In the words of the song, "Where have all the covers gone? ...... "-but 
as this reviewer once suggested that zemstvo stamps might have been produced with an eye to speculation, 
he"d better grab his hat! Greg Salisbury comes out of the Editorial Office for a moment and offers us a 
valuable article on "Mount Athos, or Starii Afon," detailing all the covers he could record from this centre 
of religious life. Kurt Adler concludes the translation from the "Pochtovo-Telegrafny Zhunal, .. St. Peters
burg 1898, on "The Russian Postal Service in Mongolia," and very good it is too. John Lloyd contributes 
two articles. one raising some points on the Arm~ Type Chc.::k List previously compiled by Dr. C. de Stackel
berg. ai1d th•! other on "Manned Sp2ce Flight Commemorative and Speci2I Cancellations and Cachets of 
the SO\iet Union." V. Popov gives scme varieties of U.S.S.R. stamped envelopes, and also a list of Ameri
can Ar.1ction Realisatiom for Soviet stamps, covering the firjt half of 1963. A. Cronin ha5 translated a list 
of proje;:ted 1963 Special Cancellations for the U .S.S.R. from the Bulgarian m:tgazine "Philatelen Pregled" 
whilst D. N. Minchev of Sofia contributi::s some: 'Short Notes on the Bulgarians in Budzhak Steppe' being 
::i m·ute, o;· six page.;, and strictly for historian'>! Th,~rc are also some notes on 'Offices in China· material 
held bf th•.·ee London members (A. Pritt, E. G. Pc,:-1 and, Dr. A . H. Wortm<m); "Phant?.5ics 2nd their 
Forgc,ie;" by R. Polchaninoff, which includes some notes of copies made of Azerbaijan bogus st?.mps. 
Actually these were the subje:t of an article in "Stii.mp Coll,:x:tin,f' many yc,ars ago by Ian T. Hamilton, 
now Editor of the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain, and so are not really new. "Zemstvos of Simbirsk" 
by E. MarcO\·itch. discu5ses some stamps which apparently were not for the pre-payment of postage, but 
for paying a fee for travelling by horse;; belonging to the Zemstvo Administration. Some lively Book 
Review>". where we are saluted 2.5 British Brothers, and the evergreen "Notes from Collectors" which give 
us a good six pages of u·~eful and intcr1estin3 information. Bravo-·Gregoiiev-and wh,:n can we expect 
No. 66?! 

Journal .-,f Chinese Philately. No: 108, October 1963; No. 109, December 1963. Issued by the China 
Philatelic Society of Lo11do11, and edited by W/Cmdr. P. I. Padget. 30 Clarence Grove Road, Westo11-S11per
Mare, S,m1erset. 

Two more copies of this bi-monthly arc to hand, which include the following articles: (No. 108) 
"The Chinese Labour Corps 1916-1917" by W. H. Adgey-Edgar; "Chinese Labour Corps Covers .. by R. 
F. Lankester; "Further Notes on the Chinese-Chuang Bilingual Cancellations" by James Negus; (No. 109) 
"Military Cancellations of the Off-Shore Islands of Taiwan" by Richard Townsend; "Small Dragon Issue 
1885-8, New Constant Flaw" by K. H. Beales: "Shih Men surcharged "Temporary Act as •·stamps" by 

Liu Chung-yo; and the conclusion of "Sinkiang: Bi-lingual Chinese-Turki Cancellations .. by Marcello 
Mochi. News of the Society and Details of New Issues are also included in each issue. 

AUCTION NOTES 

W. S. E. Stephen 

The Auction Market during the period under review-May to December 1963-has be-::n domin
ated by the Burrus Sales. Nevertheless, Russia still holds its own, though much of the material on offer 
is predominantly of Postal History interest. According to U.S. reports "scarce Imperial Russian stamps 
have completely disappeared from the market. with the exception of No. I, which is occa5ionally offered 
in auctions.·· 

H. R. Harmer Sale of May 20/21, 1963 had on offer: 1858, IOk. imperf. tied to small envelope. 
Realis.>.tion £52/10/-. This indicates the rarity of Russia No. I on cover. In fact, there seems to be a 
very bright future for this stamp. 

Harmer Rooke disposed of the Azerbaijan Russian Occupation overprints. Yvert 1-13. and now 
omitted from Gibbom for £7. 
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At H. R. Harmer's on 17th June, several fine lots were on offer, outstanding being: 

Lot 636 containing the rare TIEHLIN, SHANGHAIKWAN and NEWCHWANG cancellations. i:st
mated £30, realised £60. 

Lot 633 Two covers CHEFOO to England from H.M.S. Amphitrite and H.M.S. Eclipse exceeding esti
mate by £15 and making £40. This is an exceptionally high price for Chefoo covers. 

At Robson Lowe's Sale on October 15th: 

Lot 622 The 1938 North Pole Flight 80k. mint imperf. Horizontal pair sold for £8. 

Lots 623/627 consisting of 33 Zemstvo stamps on covers estimated at £43 made £66/10/-. 

Of particular interest at Robson Lowe's Sale of 12th December, 1963 were the four Mongolian 
and seventeen Sin Kiang native covers ex the Sir David Roseway collection. The four Mongolian items, 
all from SKARESUME to PEKIN, realised respectively £22, £21, £28 and £45. 

Outstanding Sin Kiang covers were: 

Lot 1923: 1899 registered native cover from Kuldja to Pekin with the rare manuscript type of registration 
label (Fig. 411, page 275, Part III of 'Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad") routed via 
Troitskosavsk and Gobi Desert, sold at £42/10/-. 

Lot 1925: A 1909 native cover registered from Chuguchak to Tientsin, with manuscript annotation in 
Russian 'Out of Urumts1.' This cover made £47/10/-. 

Total realisation for 21 covers was £508 against the estimate of £449, giving an approximate 10% 
increase over maximum pricings listed in Russian Used Abroad handbooks. 

Lot 1945: 1909 35k. with superb strike ofGUMBET-1-KABUZ (Persia) dated 9/8/15 made £22. This 
was an extremely high price for a single stamp off cover. 

MEETING REPORTS 

The 83rd and Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on Saturday, 12th October, 1963 
at 41, Devonshire Place, London, W.1. Mr. Peel presided and seventeen other members were present. 

Before business commenced Dr. Wortman said he regretted having to inform members of the death 
of our well-known member in the U.S.A., Dr. L. S. Snegireff. Members stood as a tribute to the late 
member. 

After the previous Minutes had been confirmed the following new Members were elected: 
A. M. LEVERTON, 44, Carbery Avenue, London, W.3. 
E. KoBYLA:S:SKI, 18, Springfield Court, Linslade, Leighton Buzzard, Beds. 
W. FRAUE1'LCB, Bern, 2, Transit, Switzerland. 
C. P. BULAK, 917, Magoffin Avenue, El Paso I, Texas, U.S.A. 
DR. P. ORTEGA, 1112 Maple St., San Mateo, Calif., U.S.A. 
R. W. WARD, 4048 Third Avenue, San Diego 3, Calif., U.S.A. 

Treasurer's Report. Mr. Huddy then presented the balance sheet. This showed that subscriptions 
had increased by £22, sales of journals by £20 and the Exchange Packet profit by £90, although some of 
the latter was too late for 1962. The balance at the bank is £291. This was accepted as very satisfactory, 

Exchange Packet. The Superintendent said that 19 packets had been broken up, sales £1 ,295 and 
nine new packets had been put into circulation, value £2,200. The total profit for the year was £114, a 
record. Mr. Kellaway said he would be pleased to receive more material of all kinds for future packets. 
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Research Superintendent's Report. Mr. Knighton said ··slow, but on the whole, steady work has 
been made by members in some of the study groups. The 'Imperialists· are studying certain Post Wagon 
cancellations and the early railway station cancellations of the Trans-Siberian Railway. To turn to the 
next period in Russian history, it seems a pity that the only queries in the R.S.F.S.R. group come from 
abroad, and although the answers were found, this interesting period seems to be neglected by British 
members. A research packet is circulating among the members of the U.S.S.R. group together with a 
report on packet No. 2; but the Catalogue Project referred to at the A.G.M. last year is still in abeyance. 
Two Notes and Queries packets of the Polish Group are also circulating, but the exact time of orbit is 
unpredictable. It is hoped to again publish the findings when compl-::ted. The packet of Finnish notes 
circulates slowly as the few members who study this country live in three continents. Another packet 
will soon be going out. Members of the Baltic study group are in close correspondence among themselves, 
and study specialised literature published abroad. They experience difficulty in finding specialised mater
ial. In the spring a meeting took place in the West Country at which nearly all the members in that part 
of the country were present; one of the three papers was on Ukraine Postal Stationery, and with three 
specialists in Ukraine present, an interesting discussion took place. An article on one value of the Money 
Stamps of the Ukraine is in preparation, and another study packet will be sent out at the end of this month. 
At the A.G.M. in 1962 and the following meetings (excluding to-day) 21 new members were elected to the 
B.S.R.P., and a letter was sent to every one of these about the study groups: the new members were invited 
to join one or more groups, but only about 25 ~,;; displayed interest in this sphere of our activity, and by this 
it is evident that the advantages of Group Research are not yet fully understood:· 

Journal. Mr. Ashford reported as follows: "In the last year we have made notable progress. No. 
31. issued last October, was the first since we recommenced using the type-set process and was fairly suc
cessful. No. 32 dated March 1963 was a greater success. Members appear well satisfied by both con
tents and appearance. No. 32 exceeded our ' budget,' but this was due entirely to more pages and illus
trat ions. Basically printing costs remained static and we are most grateful to two parties for their help to 
us. Firstly, Allan Waugh, our member from Bath, has helped us materially in processing blocks. 
Secondly. our printers at Warminster have been most friendly, co-operntive and understanding .. Between 
the blockmakers and printers we can therefore produce a journal which would normally be beyond our 
means. No. 33 is now with the printer and should be ready for distribution within the next 2-3 weeks. 
It should compare favourably with No. 32 and as Editor, I should like to thank all members who have 
submitted so many interesting articles. It is quite a job to select items for inclusion, bearing in mind that 
there is a limit on what we can spend. As always, suggestions as to topics for articles etc. are very wel
come. 

Press Secretary and Librarian's Report. Mr. Combridge stated that the usual reports of our meet
ings had been sent to the philatelic press. As a list of Library books had been made it was agreed that the 
Librarian should have it duplicated and made available to members. Mr. Combridge also made a wel-
come offer to prepare an index of Journals 25-32 inclusive. · 

Other business. There was some discussion about reports of displays. It is not possible to do 
justice to them in reports of meetings and it was decided that owners of material displayed should be asked 
for details for publication in the Journal. 

A motion by Mr. J. Lloyd expressing thanks to all officers of the Society for their work during the 
past year was unanimously carried. 

Election of Officers: MR. W. G. KELLAWAY succeeded MR. E. G . PEEL as President. Other officers 
for the coming year are: Vice-President, MR. E. C. CoMBRIDGE: Secretary. MR. J. BARRY; Treasurer, MR. 
W. H. H. HUDDY: Exchange Packet Superintendent, MR. W . G. KELLAWAY: Research Superintendent, 
MR. R. P. KNIGHTON; Press Secretary & Librarian, MR. E. C. CoMBRIDGE. Committee: DR. A. H. WoRT
MA:-;. MR. A. PRITT, MR. E. G . PEEL, MR. H. Osr, MR. A. DROAR, DR. G. B. SALISBURY for the U.S.A. 

After business there was a combined display of postal stationery by the following: Dr. A. H. Wort
man. Mr. W. H. H. Huddy, Mr. A. Droar, Mr. J. Barry (Imperial), Mr. P. T . Ashford (Transcaucasia). 
Mr. E. G . Peel (Estonic>.), Mr. H. Osi (Poland). 

The 84th Meeting of the Society was held on Saturday. 18th January, 1964 at 41, Devon'!hire Place, 
London, W.1. Mr. Kellaway presided and 22 over members were present. After previous Minutes had 
been confirmed the following new member was elected: 
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MR. W.W. B~GLEY, Walcot House, 139, Kennington Road, London, S.E.11. 

Owing to Mr. J. Barry's illness the Committee recommended th1.t an Asst.I-Ion . Se::retary 
be appointed to help the Hon. Secretary. It wa5 agreed th'.!t Mr. Lloyd be co-opted. The Packet 
Secretary reported that three p1ckets had been sent out to th'! value of £790 and that three packets 
had been broken up, sales amounting to £168. He th•!n appealed for packet m1terial. Mr. Knighton 
reported on the Study Groups' activities and Mr. Peel reported th~t a U.S.S.R. Research packet had been 
either lost or delayed in the post. Would any member h1ving any knowledge of its whereabouts please 
communicate with Mr. Peel. It was agreed that in future a form should be enclosed with each Research 
Packet so that members can inform the Study Group Superintendent dates of receipt and reforwarding. 
The Librarian reported that since the Library List was issued there was a waiting list of members 
asking for the loan of books. A vote of thanks was propo~ed to Dr. Ceresa for his off.:r of reproducing 
articles and rare books. on the condition that the owner gave a copy to the Society"s Library. 

After b:isiness was concluded the entries for the Annual Competition were displayed. The winner 
of the Stibbe Rose Bowl wa<, Mr. Bojanowicz with his m:1.rvellous display of Poland No. I. The winner 
of the Buchanan Cup was Mr. John Lloyd with a display of stamps, covers and cancellations of the second 
'"Twin Space Flight" Bykovsky & Tereshkova. Th•! decisions of the judges were unanimous und they 
remarked on the number of entries and their very high standard; in their opinion higher than ever. 

In future reports we hoj.1e to include a longer description of the displays, details of which we shall 
obtain from the member exhibiting. 

THE ZEMSTVO GAZETTEER (CONTINUED) 

Fred W. Speers 

ST. PETERSBURG GOVERNMENT 
(Four zemstvo-issuing cities: Gdov, Luga, Novaya Ladoga and Schlusselburg). 
Periods of zemstvo activity within th•! government: 1865, 1869-1912. 
The government of St. Petersburg is one of northwe,t Russia, bounded on the north by the Gulf 

of Finland and L'ike Ladoga, by Novgorod governrw.nt on th•! c'.lst and south and by Livonia and Finland 
on the west. Its principal river is th•! Neva wh\ch flows into the bodies of water on the north. The 
government is hilly in the north but elsewhere is flat and mushy with about half of its surface fo:-e,t.!d and 
the balance is flat countryside. 

Area: 17,221 square miles. Population: 635,780 in 1882; 2,510,000 in 1906. 
The government of St. Pete:-sburg was dominated by the capital of the same name (ch·rngd S-!Pt. I, 

1914. to Petrograd). Most of th•! other towns in the government served as summer resorts with most of 
their visitors coming from the capital which had a pouplation of 954.400 in 1890. Principal crops in the 
government included rye. oats, barley, potatoes and green~tuffs and there also was tlax raising ,111J dairy 
fari11ing. Chief industries included timber felling, shipping. ~tone quarrying and tishing. Principal 
manufactures included cotton and tobacco processing. machinery making. shipbuilding, sugar refining, 
paper making, chemical industries, distilleries, brewe,ies and printing works. 

The region itself passed under Russian control following the wars of Peter the Great with Sweden, 
whose capture of Orye5hek (later Schlusselb:.irg) in 1702 consolidated the conquest. Economically. the 
development of the railway system to the south and east reduced the governm'.!nt's importance. 

Principal cities. other than those which issued zemstvos, were with their 1897 populations: Peterhof, 
11.300: Tsarskoye Seto, 22,353, and Yamburg, 4,166. The municipal census of 190:J gave the city of St. 
Peters burg a population of 1,248.739. 
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Gdov (St. Petersb:.irg Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1874-1912. 
Gdov, about 100 miles southwesterly of St. Pctersburg, was sitm~ted on the eastern shore of Lake 

Peipus. An agricultural community, Gdov's crops included potatoes and other vegetables and there was 
much dairy farming in the locality. Its products were shipped largely to St. Petersburg markets and to 
nearby resort towns during summer months. Oil shale deposits exist in this region. Gdov·s population 
in 1897 wa5 put at only 2,254. 

Stamps: Gdov's period of zemstvo activity wa5 the lon~est of any city in the St. Petersburg govern
ment-JS years. During this time it accounted for nine principal issues which appeared in three chief 
designs. The first and third issues featured the figure "2," the vc>.lue of all Gdov st;,.mps. The second 
design was plain an<l rectangular with 2s in each corner. All issues were lithogrnphed in solid colours 
with coloured paper also being u£ed in some issues. Ink colours were shades of blue. grey, green and black 

Luga (St. Petersburg Go~·ernment) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1869-1900. 
Luga is located in the south central section of the government, 85 miles south of St. Petersburg 

and close to the government's eastern boundary with that of Novgorod. It is about at the midway point 
on the St. Petersburg-Pskov railway and also is linked by rail with Novgorod to the east. It is in an agri
cultural section of the government, most of the boulders left from th,: Ice Age having been cleared away. 
Dairy farming and the growing of potatoes and other vegetables are the principal occupations. Luga's 
population in 1897 was 5,687. 

Stamps: During its 31 years of stamp-issuing activities, Luga emitted ten issues in five chief cesigns 
with some issues differentiated Oilly by inscriptions and other minor differences. ltc; first three issues were 
oval in format, blue in colour, and embossed in the centre with a coat of armc; showing in the upper half 
of the field a dog, facing left, beneath a "hand from Heaven" pointing do\11 n it. In the lower half of the 
field was a covered tub or basket with a large fish lying on its co, er. The coat of armc; wac; surmounted 
by a large crown. The next two issues, rectangular in format, featured similar designs. The sixth issue 
featured its value, 3 kopecks, in the centre, while the issue succeeding it returned to the coat of arms. The 
final issue also showed the coat of arms and an inscription in a 35¼ by 22! mm. format. Only 5 and 7 
kopeck values were issued in addition to the 3. All colours were solid in shaces of blue and red. Luga 
also issued two envelopes with designs similar to th•~ stamps of the: cont<"mporary years, 1886 and 1888. 

Noraya Ladoga (St. Pctersburg Governm•!nt) 
Stamps Issuing Period: 1869-1883. 
Novaya Ladoga lies in the extreme eastern section of the government on the south shore of Lake 

Ladoga at the mouth of the Volkhav river, 75 miles east of St. Petersburg. Novaya Ladoga is at the east 
end of the Ladoga can.i.I and from it the Syas and Suir canals, all three of which are a p;,.rt of the Mariinsk 
canal system, extend another 25 miles eastward. Fishing and <mploym.:>nt on canal boats formed the 
principal occupations of the town whose population in 1897 was 4,144 .. 

Stamps: During its 14 years of stamp-issuing activity, Novaya Ladoga accounted for only three 
issues which appeared in two chief designs. The first featured a coat of arms showing crossed anchors, 
somewhat like that of the arms of the city of St. Petersburg. The second design showed a change in the 
arms design. It consisted of two horns of plenty standing upright. Values were 5 and 25 kopecks. All 
issues were lithographed, the first appearing in solid colours of shades of green or red. The later issues 
were hi-coloured in shades of blue or grey and of red. 

Schlusselburg (St. Petersburg Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period : September, I 865-1866. 
Schlusselburg, an old fortress city, is loc11.ted on the southwestern shores of Lake Ladoga at the 

west end of the Ladoga canal and where the Neva river le,l\es Lakes Ladoga to begin its course into the 
Gulf. Its small population (3,500 in 1870 and 5.300 in 1900) was made up largely of troops or govern
mental employees connected with the prison into which the old fortress had been converted. It is about 
40 miles east of St. Petersburg. 

The city, originally known as Oryeshek, was ceded to Sweden early in the 17th Century and given 
the name.Noteborg. Recaptured in 1702 by Peter the Great it was given the Germanic name of Schlussel
burg, meaning "key city" as Peter regarded it as the key to the control of the Baltic. In the 19th Century 
its prison-fortress was used for incarceration of many dangerous political enemies of the Tsar. The city 
had been founded in 1323 by the Novgorodians. (The Soviets have renamed it Petrokrepost). 
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Stamps: Schlusselburg was the earliest city known to have issued zcmstvo stamps. Use of the 
stamp, which was of 5 kopecks value, was discontinued in 1866, the following year. The stamp, litho
graphed in black on greenish-blue paper, depicted a key, the basis of the city's coat of arms, wreathed with 
a large figure "5." On the figure, there are three legends repeating the value of 5 kopecks and there are 
"5's" in each corner. The stamp which wa<; imperforate mea<;ured 16 by 21 ½ mm. No varieties arc known 
although a writer in L'Echo de la Timbrologie asserted in 1912-13 there are two types of paper-greenish
blue and yellowish-blue. Stamps of the Imperial Post were used after 1866. 

SARATOV GOVERNMENT 
(Six zcmstvo-issuing cities: Atkarsk, Balashov, Khvalynsk, Kuznetsk, Saratov and Volsk). 
Period of zemstvo activity within the government: 1869-1914. 
Saratov government, situated on the right bank of the Volga river, is located in southeastern Russia. 

To its north are the governments of Penia and Simbirsk, to the ea~.t, across the Volga, are those of Samara 
and Astrakhan. The Territory of the Don Cossacks and the governments of Voronezh and Tambov 
border it on the southwest and west. About a third of its surface in the north is for(;sted while trees are 
scarce in the south. Likewise, the soil is fertile in the north, but sandy and saline in the south. 

Area: 32,614 square miles. Population: 2,419,884 in 1897. 
Agriculture is th,~ chief occupation of the people in the government but it is hampered by droughts, 

rodents and insects. Chief crops are wheat, rye, oats, barley, potatoes and beetroot. Factories were 
largely flour and timber mills, tanneries, distilleries and tobacco plants and some oil processing plants. 
Much weaving and pottery work wa<; done in the villages. 

At the time of the Mongol invasion (1239-1242), the Tatars took possession of the territory. This 
wa<; followed in the 15th Century by an inva<;ion of the Crimean Tatars, then Russians, pushing eastward 
in turn, took Kazan and Astrakhan and then annexed Saratov. Colonisation of the government took 
place at the end of the 18th Century when Catherine II called back her deserters and invited Germans to 
settle there. 

Principal cities, other than those mentioned above, were with their 1897 populations: Kamyshin 
(formerly Dmitrievsk) 16,834; Petrovsk 13,212; Serdobsk 12,721, and Tsaritsyn 67,650 (in 1900). 

Atkarsk (Saratov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1871-1885. 
Atkarsk, known principally a<; a railway junction point and a centre for truck gardening, is on the 

small southerly flowing Medveditsa river near the Saratov government's boundary with that of Voronezh 
government to the west. Cucumbers, melons and watermelons are widely grown in this region. Atkarsk 
is linked by rail with Tambov, 100 miles to the northwest, and this line continues southcasterly into Astra
khan. Another line goes southwesterly through Bobrov and on to Kharkov. Atkarsk's population in 
1897 was 9,750. 

Stamps: Atkarsk, second city in the government to issue zemstvo stamps, emitted 12 issues during 
its 14 years of such activity. They appeared in five designs, all of which were ch~.racteri~ed by a coat of 
arms showing in the upper half of the field three fish, head to head, in "Y" formation, like the stamps of 
Saratov. The lower half of the field shows three birds flying abreast toward the upper left hand corner of 
the design. Only the first issue, which some authorities say was an official seal or label rather than a post
age stamp, failed to show a value. All others showed 2 or 3 kopecks value. Colours were solid black on 
various types of paper and bi-coloured stamps using shades of red and blue. All were lithographed. 

Balashor (Saratov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1876-1880. 
Balashov, an agricultural community in the melon-producing section of the Saratov government, 

lies in the central section of the government. The city is on the southerly flowing Khopar river and until 
the advent of the railways in the 1890-s was linked only by roads with Tambov, I 10 miles northwest. and 
Krasny-Yar, 85 miles southeast. Its population in 1897 was 12,160. 

The town's name was possibly derived from that of Balas, a Sassanian king of the 5th Century who 
was a kind and gentle man with a policy of doing nothing against his enemies. After a four-year reign 
he was deposed and blinded. 
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Stamps: Balashov, during the four years of its stamp-issuing activities, had only two issues, both of 
similar design and both lithographed. The design showed a coat of arms with the upper field portraying 
the three fish head-to-head in "Y" formation of the Saratov government device. The lower half of the 
field showed two melons. The first issue was black on greyish wove paper. (Genuine stamps can be dis
tinguished from forgeries by the dot after "Pochta" on the right hand side). The second issue was in 
red with a dark blue field in the upper half of the coat of arms. Both issues were 4 kopecks in value. 

Khvalynsk (Saratov Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1901-1914. 
Khvalynsk, a river port on the right bank of the Volga, is located on the extreme northeast bound

ary of Saratov·s government. Although only remnants of once extensive forests remain in this locality, 
shipping of timber down the Volga from more northerly points provides an occupation for its people. 
Deposits of oil and oil shale are found here. The ports of Volsk and Saratov lie below Khvalynsk on the 
Volga. During the 18th and 19th Centuries Khvalynsk and the villages of the surrounding area were noted 
for the large numbers of non-Conformists of different sects among their populations. Khvalynsk's popu
lation in 1897 was about 15,000. 

Stamps: Khvalynsk was the last of the cities of the Saratov government to commence issuance 
of zemstvos and with the advent of World War I it was the last to discontinue issuing them. Khvalynsk 
had three principal issues (the second in four printings) all in somewhat similar design featuring a coat of 
arms with the three-fish "Y" design of Saratov government in the upper portion of the field and two fish, 
swimming to the left, in the lower portion. Khvalynsk's shield, like that of the stamp of Volsk issued in 
1897, on which the arms were displayed departed from the usual plain form to one with pronounced curves 
symmetrically placed on each side. All Khvalynsk stamps were 2 kopecks in value and all were lithographed 
on white paper. Colours employed included black, blue, red and shades of violet. All were perforated 
II l-

Kuznetsk (Saratov Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1880-1904. 
Kuznetsk, whose growth was helped greatly by the advent of the railway in the 1890's, is located 

in the extreme northern section of Saratov government. The railway linked it with Penza, 74 miles west, 
but not with the government's capital city of Saratov, 90 miles south. The line eventually was extended 
eastward to link it with Syzran and Samara. Kuznetsk was known for its manufacturies of agricultural 
machinery, hardware, tanneries and rope-works and there was boot and shoe making in homes and small 
shops. Wooden ware and goods were exported to the treeless regions of southeast Russia and there _was 
trade in sheepskins, grain and salt. Kuznetsk's population in 1897 was 21,740. The Soviets have 
renamed the city Stalinsk. (Note-There is also a much smaller town named Kuznetslc in Tomsk in West 
Siberia). 

Stamps: Kuznetsk emitted four principal issues appearing in two designs with modifications in the 
second design in the last three issues. Its first issue featured the figure "5" of its value in concentric circles. 
It was lithographed in lilac. The other three issu~, which were issued in 3 and 5 kopeck values, featured 
a coat of arms with the three-fish in "Y" formation of the Saratov government in the upper field. The 
lower field showed an anvil, a sledgehammer and a pair of tongs. The last three issues were lithographed 
in three colours-black, blue and shades of red. 

Sarato,, (Saratov Government) 
Stamps Issuing Period: 1869-1874. 
Saratov, capital of the government of the same name, is located in the east central part of the govern

ment on the right b:.mk of the southerly flowing Volg.-.. It is 532 miles by rail southeast of Moscow. The 
city was an important tra1e centre with a-::tivc agricultural and gardening a-::tivity in the nei:>.rby localities. 
Distilleries, flour mills, oil works, railway shops and tobacco plants were manufacturies of importance in 
that order. Active trade wa,; conducted with Samara across the Volga in corn, oil, hides, cloth, wool and 
fruits being taken in as exchange for Saratov's manufactured items. Salt from the Crimea and iron 
from th•~ Urnls as well i:>.s wooden ware from the upper rcachi:s of the Volga also were imported. 
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Th•~ city \\'a, foJnd,d at the end or the 16th C!ntury n•!ar its pre3ent site to which it was removed 
in 16'.">5. It is on Yellow Mountain (Sary-tau). It was pillii.g,::1 thre•:! time3 in the 17th a'ld 18th Centuries: 
Stenka Ra~in took it and his followers held it until 1671, th•!n the insurgent Don Cossacks seized it in 1708 
and the rebel Pugachev pillaged it again in 1774. Possibly b,xause of its recurring needs for reconstruct
ion, it is a better built city than most in this locality. Its streets are wide and regular. It is the seat of an 
Orthodox Greek bishop and of a Roman Catholic bishop. Theie are two cathedrals, dating back to 1697 
and 1825, th•::: latter with a campanile. It is the seat of the Radishchev Museum and art gallery, a univer
sity and an agricultural research station. Its population in 1882 was 112,430. 

Stamps: Saratov was the first city in its government to issue a zemstvo stamp and it used only one 
design. featuring an oval endosing a sheaf of grain and a small shield above it with three fish, placed head 
to head in ••y" formation. Below, there was a space for control numbers. Dates of 1869, 1871 and 1874 
appear on th,-: three issues of those years. Value was 5 kopecks. Only one colour-blue-in various 
shades was used. Paper was thin, white and almost transparent. 

Vo/sk (Saratov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1897-1904. 

Volsk. a river port located on the right bank of the Volga 65 miles northeast of the city of Saratov, 
is on the eastern boundary of its government. Its population in 1897 was 27,572 and the city, which an 
active manufacturing centre, was located in an agricultural region where wheat, sunflowers and dairy cattle 
were raised. Excellent deposits of marl were found nearby giving rise to the development of important 
cement-m?.king factories. There also were small ironworks, tanneries and flour mills. 

Most of the city was constructed on three small hills, separated by ravines. The rebel Pugachev 
was taken prisoner in Volsk and subsequently was beheaded in Moscow in 1775. 

Stamps: Volsk had two issues of stamps, both of similar design showing a multi-curved shield later 
adapted into the design of Khvalynsk stamps. In both Volsk designs, the shield rests upon the figure "3" 
which ,vas the only value issued. As in other stamps appearing in the Saratov government the upper 
portion of the shield shows the three-fish in "Y" formation. Th•:: lower portion shows a standing bear, 
facing left. All Volsk stamps were lithographed in black and blue. 

SIMBIRSK GOVERNMENT 

(Two zemstvo-issuing cities: Alatyr and Syzran). 
Periods of zemstvo activity within the government: 1867 and 1872. 
Simbirsk government is located in eastern European Russia on the right bank of the Volga which 

forms its eastern boundary, separating it from the government of Samara. The governments of Kazan 
on the north, Saratov on the south and Penza and Nizhnie-Novgorod complete its enclosure. The 
Zhegulev hills, rising to elevations of 750 to 1,000 feet above sea level, characterise its north and central 
sections and in its west is a broad depression. The climate is severe with extreme ranges of temperature 
(e.g. 115 degrees F to minus 47 at the capital city of Simbirsk). 

Are&: 18,095 square miles. Population (1906): 1,783,000. 
Agriculture forms the principal occupation of the people with wheat, rye, oats and barley being the 

chief crops. There is also horse raising and bee-keeping. Fishing is common in the Volga, the Sura 
and other rivers. Carts, sledges and wooden ware are made in the villages which were relatively large, 
3.000 to 5,000 population. for this locality. In the larger places were cloth and flour mills, distilleries, 
tanneries. glass. oil and starch works. Eighty-two fairs were held annually in the government in the latter 
years of the 19th Century. 

The first Russian settlers appeared in the 14th Century, but remained west of the northerly-flowing 
Sura until the 16th Century. The city of Simbirsk was founded in 1648 as the key to a system of small 
forts. In 1670 Simbirsk withstood a seige by the rebel Stenka Razin. A short while later, Syzran was 
founded l'.'ld a n'!w line of forts was set up to the south•~'.l5t. Meanwhile the Zhegulev hills became a place 
of refug.:: for criminals a,1d political outca<;ts from Moscow. 

Principal cities other than the two zcm ,tvo-issuing ones m'!ntioncd abo,c were Simbirsk (renamed 
UlianO\sk by the Soviets), Ardatov (not to be confused with the zem5tvo-issuing city of the same name 
in Nizhnie-Novogorod governm~nt), Buinsk, Karsun, Kurmysh and Sengilei. 

(To be continued) 
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