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THE ALLIED INTERVENTION IN NORTH RUSSIA 1918-1919 

This map shows the location of all known British Field Post Offices which operated in North 
Russia during the Campaign of 1918-1919. 
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THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE ALLIED INTERVENTION IN NORTH 
RUSSIA; 1918-1919 

In this edition of the Journal, we have endeavoured to get together all the philatelic information 
available on the Allied operations in the Murmansk and Arkhangel areas of North Russia during the 
campaign of 1918-19. We have been fortunate to obtain information and p:-iotographs which are being 
published for the first time. In addition we have been given permission to reprint several articles of great 
interest and value. 

In presenting this special subject in the Journal, we should like to thank all those who have made 
the publication of this information possible. In particular w.: have to thank Mr. Norman Hill (Editor 
of "T.P.O." magazine) whose energy and zeal has brought much of the information to light, and for his 
kindness in allowing us to use photographs and covers from his collection for illustration purposes; Major 
Adrian Hopkins, M.C. (Editor of ·•The Postal History Society Bulletin .. ) for permission to reprint his 
valuable articles; Mr. Eric Poulter, to whom the Editor is indebted for the original idea; Dr. Alfred H. 
Wortman for the loan of many outstanding items for reproduction; to the Editor of "The Post Office 
Magazine" for permission to reprint an early article by the late Major J. Haig-Smith; and to Professor 
C. D. Brenner of the University of California, who has kindly given us permission to reprint a fine article 
he wrote some twenty years ago. We should also like to pay tribute to the pioneer work of P. E. Raynor 
and Col. Guy R. Crouch. Col. Crouch's contribution to "The Philatelic Adviser" in January 1939 was 
the first article solely devoted to the Postal History of the campaign. We are also grateful for recollect
ions of the work of the Postal Services in North Russia by the following one-time members of the Royal 
Engineers (Postal Section); Col. A. J. McCarraher, 0.8.E. (Director of Postal Services, North Russia); 
Major J. Haig-Smith (Asst. Director of Postal Services, North Russia); H. W. Elden; G. F. Lee; 
R. J. Sutton (well known as a philatelic writer, but who was also a member of the North Russian Force); 
T. H. Kirk; H. G. Morey; E. Phillips; and F. E. Price. Many of these stalwarts will have by now passed 
on, for their recollections were given to Mr. Norman Hill some twelve years ago. Howeve.r, it is clear 
they did excellent work under the most trying conditions, and the organisation of the mails as unfolded 
in this Journal, is surely the best tribute that can be paid to them. 

:::-· 
I . . 

Two Army Post Office scenes, taken at Arkhangel in 1919. 

(These blocks have been kindly loaned by Major Adrian Hopkins, M.c., and The Postal History 
Society). 
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THE BRITISH ARMY POST OFFICE IN NORTH RUSSIA. 1918-1919 

THE "POLAR BEAR" SERIES-P.B. 
Adrian Hopkins 

\_ 
•~Obozerskaya 

Sol shoe Ozerki" 

SCALE OF MILES 
'OC'· / 

The background story of this campaign is difficult to follow, because its literature is very scanty 
and widely scattered, mostly as brief references in many books. The best general summary is that by 
Sir Winston Churchill in The World Crisis. The Aftermath (Thornton Butterworth, 1929). Here in 
Chapter XII he writes "During the year 1919 there was fought over the whole of Russia a strange war; 
a war in areas so vast that considerable armies, armies indeed of hundreds of thousands of men, were lost, 
dispersed, melted, evaporated; a war in which there were no real battles, only raids and affrays and mass
acres, as the result of which countries as large as England or France changed hands to and fro ... " 
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The British were established at Arkhangel and Murmansk as bases of supply for our then Russian 
allies. Before the Armistice was signed in November, 1918, the winter had settled down on the North 
Russian coast. The British troops, mostly of low medical category, were thus. delayed in their return to 
England and release. In order therefore to make safe the withdrawal of allied troops from North Russia, 
it was necessary to reinforce them with fresh volunteers. To this end two new brigades each of 4,000 men 
were formed from volunteers of the great armies which were demobilizing. 

Directly these arrived, mutinies broke out among the hitherto friendly Russians, for the reason 
that they foresaw death at the hands of the Bolsheviks just as soon as the British were clear. These 
risings were subdued except on the Onega sector. Behind the screen of fresh troops, the withdrawal of 
American, French, Italian and British conscripts, together with vast quantities of stores, proceeded in 
good order. 

On April 30th, 1919, Admiral Koltchak (who was murdered on the following February 7th at 
Irkutsk) was informed that all the Allied troops would be withdrawn from North Russia before the next 
winter. In the meantime it was hoped to make it possible for the North Russian Government and the 
Russian Army to stand alone after the Allied troops had left. 

This then was the reason for the continuance of the British occupation, but it proved a pious hope. 
It soon became apparent that the Czech troops-in the South were unwilling to form any contact with the 
North Russian area, and that Admiral Koltchak had no strength behind him. The situation for the 
British thus became critical, and it seemed they would be left alone to fight the Bolsheviks. On August 4th 
General Lord Rawlinson embarked for Arkhangel with five additional battalions and ancillary troops. 

Powerful naval forces including monitors which could ascend the Dvina river from Arkhangel 
were in support. There was to be a sudden offensive against the enemy to cover the evacuation. This 
took place on August 10th and was completely successful, the Bolshevik enemy being driven back 20 miles 
along both sides of the river Dvina with heavy losses. The advance ended with the occupation of the 
villages of Puchega and Borok. 

The evacuation carried on, and included 6,500 Russians who feared to be left. By September 
27th the evacuation of Arkhangel was completed, and that of Murmansk by October 12th, 1919. All 
this practically without loss, and for the moment the remaining loyal Russians were left in a strong posit
ion. The total casualties sustained by the British forces in North Russia from the Spring of 1918 to Octo
ber, 1919, were 106 officers and 877 other ranks, of whom 41 officers and 286 other ranks were killed. 
Unhappily the loyal Russians only survived a few weeks before the Bolsheviks overran the whole area. 
Mass executions ended for ever the hope of a free state in North Russia. 

So much then for the military background. The British were well served with Field Post Offices, 
and it is these we want to consider. There were Base Offices, termed Army Post Offices, at Murmansk 
(PBl) and Arkhangel (PB2). There were twelve Field Post Offices, all in the PB series. These are spoken 
of as "Polar Bears," whether or not the coding derived from these animals so symbolic of the frozen North. 
There is an unsolved problem here though, because with the exception of four numberings, all the others, 
which start at 11, are multiples of eleven. The reason for this is not known. 

Earlier writers have identified the locations of all the Field Post Offices except two, PB 13 and 14. 
The pioneers in this investigation were the late Reverend P. E. Raynor, and our members N. E. Wallis 
and the late Colonel Guy R. Crouch. The last named, writing in The Philatelic Adviser (R. C. Alcock & 
Co., Ltd., Cheltenham) 1945, states that three officers and sixteen men of the Royal Engineers (Postal 
Section) arrived at Murmansk 28 September, 1918, and proceeded to set up base Army Post Offices both 
there and at Arkhangel. At Murmansk this was temporarily in three derelict railway wagons, but at 
Arkhangel the former Academy of Music was commandeered, and proved very satisfactory. 

Colonel Crouch also states that at the end of October a.Russian T.P.O. carriage was found at Kem 
in good condition and as Field Post Offices were not yet in operation, this was sent from Murmansk to 
Soroka and back once a week, attached to a passenger train. The Service commenced to run on 4 Novem
ber, 1918, and was called Army Travelling Post Office No. I N.R.E.F. The journey was 400 miles and 
took three days each way. Colonel Crouch had no record of a special datestamp being used, but I have a 
cover dated 12 JY 19, the date stamp showing the legend ARMY T.P.O. No. I N.R.E.F. 

On 25th November, 1918, forty more men reached the Postal Section as reinforcements. These 
were divided between the Murmansk and Arkhangel forces, and by the end of November arrangements 
were made to open eight Field Post Offices at different points. Eventually there were thirteen. A second 
T.P.O. was also provided between Murmansk and Soroka, thus providing a twice-weekly service. It is 
not known to what extent this functioned, or whether a T.P.O. No. 2 datestamp was introduced. 
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It will thus be seen that the earliest dates for F.P.O. markings are in early December, or possibly 
the last days of November, 1918. The earliest I have are PB 1 15 NO. 18 and 5 DE 18 and PB 2 5 DE 18. 
Of the Field Post Offices I have PB 44 9 DE 18, PB 66 5 JA 19, and PB 33 17 JA 19. My latest date is 
PB 15 25 SP 19, which was two days before the evacuation of Arkhangel. This one is backstamped 27 
SP 19 at Murmansk. 

As stated above, the locations of the Field Post Offices have been identified by earlier writers, with 
the exception of PB 13 and PB 14. These, however, were linked with Grogan's Brigade and Jackson's 
Brigade respectively by our member N. E. Wallis. It is now possible to tie up this loose end, because 
there recently came into the possession of our member Dr. A. H. Wortman a cover of PB 14 dated 20 JY 19 
which has in addition the oval rubber datestamp of the Orderly Room of the "45th Bn Royal Fusiliers, 
North Russian Relief Force." 

Here the War Office Librarian, Mr. D. W. King, o.e.E., very kindly came to the rescue. The 45th 
and 46th Battalions of the Royal Fusiliers comprised Sadleir-Jackson's Brigade. They arrived on 5th 
June, 1919, at Arkhangel. On 9th July they relieved Grogan's Brigade in the vicinity of Troitsa and the 
battalion was billeted in the village. Four days later the battalion headquarters moved off to the village 
of Yakovlevskoe on the opposite bank of the river Dvina. The situation remained unchanged until a 
general advance towards Kotlas was attempted unsuccessfully, in early August. It seems therefore that 
PB 14 can be located during July, 1919, at Troitsa and Yakvolevskoe. 

Grogan's Brigade, comprising a battalion each of The Hampshire Regiment, and The Oxford and 
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry arrived ten days earlier at Arkhangel, on 27th May, 1919. They were in 
Troitsa prior to 9th July. · So it is reasonably accurate to suggest that PB 13 and PB 14 were·attached to 
the two Brigade headquarters and that both were in the Troitsa area, thus confirming the identifications 
of N. E. Wallis. 

The full list of the PB Field Post Offices was therefore as follows, the letters M and A indicating 
whether they were served by Murmansk · or Arkhangel respectively. 

PB 11 Soroka (M) PB 44 Bakaritza (A) 
PB 12 Onega (M) PB 55 Beresniki (A) 
PB 13 Troitsa (A) PB 66 Obozersk (A) 
PB 14 Yakovlevskoe (A) PB 77 Emetsk (A) 
PB 15 Kem (M) PB 88 Kem, afterwards Medvezhya 
PB 22 Kandalaksha (M) Gora (M) 
PB 33 Petchenga (M) PB 99 Kola (M) 

Served by trawler. 

The Censor markings are of considerable interest and provide some debatable points. For 
example, it is difficult to explain how the same Censor's mark can appear on both PB 1 Murmansk and PB 
2 Arkhangel covers. And yet this is the case for 70 R and 81 R. There are three main types of mark 
as follows. (The tables are those made by· Colonel Crouch which I have extended from material in my 
collection). 

(I) Circular "Passed by Censor" with crown above the number. As used in France in 1914 but 
with R indicating "Russia." 

2 R PB 55 
10 R (red) PB. 55 
17 R (red) PB 14 
23 R PB 13 
24 R PB 13 
26 R PB 14 
27 R PB 2, 13 & 66 
28 R PB 55 
29 R PB 14 
35 R PB 2 
44 R PB 44 
49 R PB 44 

54 R 
58 R 
59 R 
60 R 
63 R 
64 R 
70 R (red) 
71 R (red) 
81 R 
84 R 

PB 55, 66, 77 
PB 14 
PB 1, 14 
PB 14 
PB 14 
PB 14 
PB l, 2, 13, 66 
PB 14 
PB 1, 2 
PB 13 

It is curious that P.B. 14 which was one of the latest brought into use and therefore the shortest 
lived, should show such a variety, nine different censors. PB 13 shows four, as does P.B. 55. 
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(2). Double oval with PE/C and number. 
PE/C 2 PB 2 
PE/C 8 PB 55 
PE/C 11 PB 12 
PE/C 16 PB 44 

(3). Oval with X and number. 
X 5 PB 55 
X 11 PB I 
X 12 PB 22 
X 19 From H. M. Ships 
X 20 PB 66 
X 21 From H.M. Ships and PB 33 
X 27 PB 14 

P.E/C 18 
PE/C 29 
PE/C 32 

X 28 
X 30 
X 31 
X 42 
X 45 

PB 44 
PB 55 
PB 2 

PB 99 
PB 88 
PB 22 
PB I 
PB I 

The illustration is of a cover showing a Russian Censor mark "Examined by Ship's Censor." Only 
one other example has been recorded, on a cover from Arkhangel, with PB 2. It is reasonable to suppose 
that this one is also from Arkhangel, the oval mark being possibly put on in London. Incidentally, it 
would appear that nothing is known regarding the postal set up, if there was one, for the British troops 
working in the Base details at Arkhangel and Murmansk prior to the establishment of the PB post offices. 
Perhaps the cover illustrated belongs to this period. 

Bibliography 

The World Crisis. The Aftermath. The Rt. Hon. Winston S. Churchill, C.H., M.P., etc. Thornton 
Butterworth, 1929. 

Botos a11d Barishy11as. An account of the doings of the Sadlier-Jackson Brigade and the Altham 
Flotilla. Captain G. R. S. Gates. Published privately, 1920. 

Armed lntervellfion i11 Russia 1918-1922. W. P. & Z. K. Coates. Gollancz, 1935. 
NeK's Letter of The Forces Postal History Society. Various issues, by courtesy of Mr. A. L. 

Kennedy. 
The lgnorallf Armies. E. M. Halliday, Weidenfeld & Nicholson. 

(This article should be read in conjunction with Major Hopkins· later article, reproduced over
leaf.-Ed.). 
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THE BRITISH ARMY POST OFFICE IN NORTH RUSSl'A. Addtl. Notes 

Adrian Hopkins 

Our member, Sydney Raine, reports that he has in his collection a P.B. 1 cover from Murmansk 
dated 30 SEP 18. This is more than two months earlier than anything I recorded, and is only two days 
after the first details of the Royal Engineers (Postal Section) landed. The Controller of G.P.O. Stores, 
who received this letter, remarks in an enclosure "It was the first we received from the Murmansk coast, 
and bears the signature of the Lieut. Colonel in charge of postal arrangements there." Possibly a first 
day cover in fact! 

Following on this, Mr. Alistair L. Kennedy, Hon. Librarian of The Forces Postal History Society, 
writes that their Mr. D. E. F. Burney had located the dates of issue of all these datestamps in the Proof 
Impression Books at the G.P.O. They are as follows:-

13. 8.18. P.B. 1, 2, 44, 55, 66, 77, 88, 99. 2 of each number. 
27. 9.18. P.B. 11, 33. 1 of each. 
20.11.18. P.B. 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 22. 

33. T.P.O. No. 1. No. 2. Apparently 1 of each. 

It will be seen that the last issue includes P.B. 16, P.B. 17, T.P.O. No. 2, none of which has yet 
been reported as having been used. No mention of these has been made previously. 

Dr. A. H. Wortman records some additional Censorship links. 

(I) Circular . "Passed by Censor" with "R," 3OR P.B.55. 
(2) Double oval with PE/C and number, PE/C 19 P.B.2. 
(3) Oval with X and number, X20 P.B.2. 

Some brief notes on the books mentioned in the Bibliography may not be a~iss. Since listing them, 
I have obtained and have read all these, but two were extremely difficult to find. 

Bolos and Barishynas was published privately for the Author, Captain G. R. Singleton-Gates, by 
Messrs. Gale & Polden, Aldershot, in 1920. This does not appear to b.:: in the possession of any Public 
Library, but the War Office Library has a copy, and by their courte3y I have read it. This gives a very 
vivid account of the doings of the Sadleir-Jackson Brigade and of the operations on the Dvina River by 
the Flotilla commanded by Captain Edward Altham, c.e., R.N. There are eleven pages of illustrations. 

Armed Intervention in Russia, 1918-1922, has a strong left wing bias. It would seem that the then 
Allies were at fault in being in Russia at all! All sorts of extracts from newspapers of the time are quoted 
at length, apparently with the idea of faulting the Allies and particularly the British. The Bolsheviks 
appear as blameless innocents! 

The Ignorant Armies is to my surprise a very new book, first published in 1961 in Britain and in 
1958 in the United States (21/-). It is a detailed account of the doings of the American force in North 
Russia. Written by an American it tells, in the words of the jacket description, of an epic of confusion, 
endurance, human gallantry and ultimate failure. There is recurrent emphasis on the fact that no one 
had any idea why they were in Russia or why they were fighting. Hence the title. 

I have been unable to gather any information as to how the mails of the United States troops were 
handled, not have I any record of U.S. Army Covers emanating from this theatre. The same applies to 
the French and Italians, though I have an Italian Field Service Postcard used by a British soldier at Mur
mansk 13 February, 1919, P:B.l on which he says "This is the same as supplied to the Italian soldiers:· 

These three prepared for use and sent to North Russia 20.11.18 but seemingly not issued. 
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Dr. A. H. Wortman has a cover datestamped 22 JA 19 P.B.2, Censor mark X20 in oval. At 
top right is a handstamp in small sans serif capitals 1.5 mm high in 3 lines 8 x 17 mm. overall ON ACT
IVE SERVICE/WITH A.E.F. in RUSSIA/NO STAMPS AVAILABLE. 

This is probably an unofficial·marking applied by the Y.M.C.A., the letters A.E.F. signifying Allied 
Expeditionary Force. This is suggested by the fact that the covers bears a Y.M.C.A. Censorship stamp, 
and the sender was Aylmer Maude (1858-1938) who had considerable experience of Russia in the old days 
pre-war, and was Lecturer in North Russia for the Universities Committee of the Y.M.C.A., 1918/19. 

(This and the previous article, by Major Adrian Hopkins M.C., are reprinted from "The Postal History 
Society Bulletin" Nos. 113 and 114 (1961) by the author's kind permission). 

(Several points may be noted at this juncture. Firstly, Dr. Wortman's cover, described in the 
previous paragraphs., is illustrated in the centre pages. It will be noted that the Censor number is "X.20. •• 
This, in fact, was the personal censor mark of Major J. Haig-Smith. As will be seen from various items 
recorded, it was used elsewhere than at Arkhangel, as may be expected. Two volumes we might add to 
the bibliography are "The Murmansk Venture" by Major/Genl. Sir C. Maynard (Hodder and Stoughton), 
and "With Ironside in North Russia" by Andrew Soutar. Both these volumes are in the Society's Library. 
Examples of cancellations "P.B.16," "P.B.17" and, of course, "T.P.O. No. 2" have still to be found.-Ed.). 

THE NORTH RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN 1918-1919 

C. D. Brenner 

Among the scarcest and the most sought after war covers are those from the expedition to North 
Russia, 1918-19. About the only information on this campaign readily available to collectors is to be 
found in brief articles in "The War Cover Philatelist" for January 1939, in "The Philatelic Adviser" for 
the same date, and in H.M. Sanford's "The Mail of the A.E.F." 1940. Some supplementary information 
is now at hand. The postal history of the expedition is not yet complete, it very probably never will be 
complete, but there may be some who will profit from it such as it is at present. Very fortunately a history 
of the U.S. naval participation in the expedition was compiled a few years ago from official sources. For 
this reason we shall divide this article into several sections. · The first will be concerned with the prelimin
ary operations and with the campaign of the land forces. The second will be devoted to the,U.S. naval 
participation. The third will consider the postal history of the military elements of the expedition. 

The political and diplomatic background of this completely futile campaign need not concern us 
here. Of interest to collectors are certain places and dates associated with the expedition, the identity 
of participating troops and naval units, and the postal arrangements. 

I. Preliminary Operations and the Campaign on Land 

In February-March 1918, small British naval detachments were landed at Murmansk to guard 
the terminus of the British•Russian submarine cable and to protect that port against a possible German
Finnish attack. In April a British cruiser landed 150 Royal Marines there, followed by a fow weeks later 
by a party of sailors from a French cruiser. These early forces were commanded by Rear•Admiral Kemp 
of the Royal Navy. About this time the Allies decided to send a joint expedition to North Russia and 
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selected British Major-General F. C. Poole to act as its commander-in-chief. It was hoped that this 
expedition could effect a juncture with the large Czech army left stranded in Siberia after the collapse of 
the Russian military effort and open up a new eastern front to prevent the Germans from withdrawing all 
their troops to the west. On May 25, 1918, the U.S.S. Olympia took aboard, in the Orkneys, General 
Poole and his staff. Two days later it landed them at Murmansk. (Another account states that General 
Poole reached Murmansk on May 24th). Major-General M:1y11ard of the British Army, who was 
appointed to command the Murmansk area, sailed from Newcastle on June 18th with about 600 troops 
and landed at Murmansk on June 23rd. These were the first of a considerable number of British troops 
to be sent to this sector. On July 26th, they were joined by a battalion of French Colonial Infantry. A 
battalion of Italian troops, with a company of ski-troops, arrived on September 3rd. 

In the middle of the summer the decision was made to send U.S. troops to participate in the exped
ition. For this purpose certain units of the 85th Infantry Division, which was on its way to France, were 
diverted and landed in England. These units were the 339th Infantry Regiment, one battalion of the 310th 
Engineers, the 337th Ambulance Company, and the 337th Field Hospital. The 339th Infantry was com
posed mostly of conscripted men from Wisconsin and Michigan. At Stoney Castle Camp these troops 
were equipped, and very well too, to meet the rigourous conditions of life near the Arctic Circle. 

In the meantime, on August 2nd, General Poole had landed at Arkhangel with 550 British and 
French troops and a few U.S. Marines. Arkhangel became the headquarters of a separate sector under 
command of General Poole, later under General Ironside. On August 25th, the U.S. troops re-equipped 
in England embarked at Newcastle-on-Tyne in three British troopships. In the same convoy another 
ship carried Italian troops as far as Murmansk. The American troops reached Arkhang,!l on September 
4th and were disembarked the next day. Some of them were deployed in the Arkhangel area, some were 
sent into the interior in rather small detachments where they saw a good deal of active fighting, as the 
campaign soon developed into an undeclared war with the Bolsheviks. Colonel George W. Stewart was 
in command of these troops. 

According to an official British report of January 2nd, 1919, General Maynard commanding the 
Murmansk Sector had 6,832 British, 731 French, 1,254 Italian, 1,220 Serbian, and 4,441 Russian troops. 
The same report gives General Ironside at Arkhangel 6,293 British, 1,606 French, 5,203 American, and 
2,715 Russian troops. The 38th Canadian Field Artillery is probably counted with the British. 

In the spring of 1919, the British landed two brigades at Arkhangel, each consisting of 4,000 mixed 
regulars and volunteers, to relieve their weary troops. 

The Murmansk Sector was a separate campaign. As soon as possible, troops were rushed south 
along the railroad running from that port to Petrograd. They occupied a considerable stretch of this 
railroad and the principal task of troops in this sector was to protect this section of this line of communicat
ion and supply. So much difficulty was experienced in operating this railroad with Russian personnel 
that the British Commander asked for aid. To this end the U.S. cruisers Galveston and Chester arrived 
at Murmansk early in April with the 167th and 168th Railway Engineer Companies of the U.S. Arm); 
Transportation Corps. (Authorities give varying dates for the arrival of these troops: April 1st, 8th and 
9th). They soon had the railroad functioning in excellent fashion, but they were withdrawn in the latter 
part of July. 

This same spring of 1919 the futility of the Russian campaign had become obvious and the milit
ary situation of the Allied forces was rapidly deteriorating. It was determined to withdraw the U.S. 
forces as soon as practicable. Brig.-Gen. W. P. Richardson was sent to take command of all U.S. troops 
in Russia. He arrived at the same time as the railway engineers. His task was to arrange and super
vise the withdrawal of the American forces. Some of the same ships that brought the two British-brigades 
mentioned above took away the major part of the U.S. troops. On June 3rd, more than 1,800 officers and 
men of the 339th Infantry sailed on the transport Czar and 323 miscellaneous troops on the hospital ship 
Kalyan. They were landed at Brest, France, and repatriated from there. On the 15th and 16th of the 
same month the ships Menominee and Porto took off most of the rem:iining infantry troops. On the 
25th the Quilpne took a few of the headquarters staff, and on the 28th the Steigerwald sailed with over 
700 men of the 310th Engineers. A small headquarters staff under General Richardson remained in 
Arkhangel until September 23rd. The British evacuated Arkhangel on the 27th. The exact date in 
July on which the railway engineers left Murmansk has not been ascertained . 
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The part which the British Forces played in this campaign has been told at length and from various 
points of view in three or four books. So far as is known no one has troubled to try to record the history 
of any of the other Allied forces except the Americans. Many of us would welcome more information 
about the small Canadian units involved. From scattered references a few facts about them have emerged. 
On the Murmansk front there was a unit of about 50 Canadians which was nicknamed the "Malmoot 
Company·• because its chief function seems to have been to drive dog sleds loaded with supplies to troops 
who could not otherwise be reached during the winter. In the Arkhangel sector there was a battery of 
the 38th Canadian Field Artillery. There also appear to have been a few Canadian engineers and a few 
flyers with the small R.A.F. force operating in this area. All sources are full of praise for the efforts 
of all these Canadians except the flyers who were involved in some difficulties about which there is a differ
ence of opinion. 

II. Naval Participation 

The British Navy began patrolling the route to Arkhangel early in the War, as this was the only 
port of any consequence through which European Russia could receive supplies. After the landing of 
the military expedition the British ships in North Russian waters became quite numerous. It was during 
the war that the town and port of Murmansk were built and the railroad run from there down to Petro
grad, as this harbour was open all winter, which was not true of Arkhangel. Since mail from personnel 
of British Naval vessels bears no indication of its origin, covers from North Russia at this time can be 
identified only from the letters enclosed. No covers have been seen from the several French warships 
that participated in the expedition, but ordinarily they would give no indication of place of origin unless 
it was indicated in manuscript by the sender. 

Collectors of U.S. naval covers have given little attention to such covers from ships in North Russ
ian waters at this time. This fact may be attributed to the scarcity of these covers and to the little inform
ation about them that has been available. Fortunately it is now possible to give fairly complete informat
ion in regard to the ships. Perhaps this will aid in turning up more covers. In 1943, the Navy Depart
ment in Washington published a special study entitled "U.S. Naval Forces in Northern Russia (Arkhangel 
and Murmansk)" by Dr. Henry P. Beers. This study is based on official records. The following information 
has been drawn from it, supplemented from other sources. 

Mention has already been made that the U.S.S. Olympia reached Murmansk on May 27th, 1918, 
with Gen. Poole and his staff on board. On June 9th, 100 officers and sailors were landed. They placed 
the town under martial law and proceeded to search it for Bolsheviks and for concealed arms and ammun
ition. This naval force occupied the town until British troops arrived in the latter part of the month. The 
Olympia remained there until she took Rear-Admiral Scully to Arkhangel at the end of October. She left 
that port for Invergordon, Scotland, on November 19th, with U.S. Ambassador Francis on board. Some 
twenty covers from this ship during her stay in North Russia are in the hands of collectors, all of them 
from one correspondence. They bear the ship postmark with the words FOREIGN/SERVICE between 
the killer bars. They can be identified only by the date of the letters enclosed. The writer has a cover 
with no postmark but bearing the censor stamp of the Olympia and the word "Murmansk" written across 
one corner. It also picked up a British civilian censor label somewhere. It was probably taken to Eng
land on a British ship and put into the mail there. It may or may not be from a member of the crew of 
the Olympia. 

The only other U.S. naval vessel known to have a North Russia postal history is the Des Moines. 
She arrived in Murmansk on May 13th, 1919, and was made the U.S. flagship. About May 20th she 
proceeded to Arkhangel. She left North Russia on September 14th. A few covers from this ship are 
known dated in June, 1919, and with the words ARCHANGEL/RUSSIA in the killer bars. The writer 
has one dated May 23rd, 1919, with YUKANSKI/RUSSIA in the killer bars. 

Other U.S. naval vessels officially listed as having been in North Russia during this period are as 
follows:-

Ya11kto11. Reached Murmansk, February 8th, 1919. Was at Aleksandrovsk from March 18th 
to April 4th. Left for England on July 9th. 

Gafresto11. Arrived Murmansk, April 8th, 1919. 
Chester. Arrived Murmansk, April 8th, 1919. Sailed for England, April 13th. 
Sacramento. Arrived Murmansk, May 22nd, 1919. Arrived Arkhangel, June 5th. Left Russian 

waters, July 13th. 
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Eagles I and 3. Reached Murmansk a few days after the Sacramellfo. Departed end of July_ 
Eagle 2. Arrived Murmansk, June I Ith, 1919. Departed end of July. 
Subchasers 95, 256, 354. Arrived Arkhangel about June 18th, 1919. Left for England July 9th. 
U.S.S. A1111va and West Gambo. Cargo vessels with navy crews, arrived Arkhangel, October 12th. 

1918. Departed, November 10th. 

As stated above, no covers are known from any of these ships except the Olympia and the Des 
Moines. The above data may help to identify others. However. most of these ships made comparatively 
short stays in North Russia and it is probable that most, if not all. of them despatched no mail while up 
there, but carried their mail out with them. In any case, the Navy and its mail should not be forgotten 
when con~idering the postal history of the North Russian Expedition. 

III. Postal History of the Military Elements 

The information that has been assembled about the postal history of the military elements par
ticipating in the North Russia Expedition comes from a number of sources; from an article by Col. Guy 
Crouch in .. The Philatelic Adviser., for January 1939, and from correspondence with that esteemed author
ity; from various histories of the Expedition, from consultation with some of the men who took part in it: 
and from the examination of a considerable number of covers. 

All the postal facilities established for this expedition seem to have been British. On September 
28th, 1918 a Royal Engineers postal section arrived in Murmansk and established B.P.O. I. Within a 
few days it had set up B.P.O. 2 at Arkhangel. With only three officers and sixteen men, it was impractical 
at first to open any F.P.O.'s. On November 25th, 1918, forty men arrived to reinforce the postal sections 
at the two bases, and before the end of the month, 8 Field Post Offices were established. Others were 
opened later or old offices were given new numbers when they moved, as 12 F.P.O. numbers ha,·e been 
seen in postmarks. In October, 1918, a Russian mail car was found in good condition and was con,erted 
into Army Travelling Post Office No. I. It started operation November 4th, 1918, and made a weekly 
run from Murmansk to Soroka and back. One example of the T.P.O. postmark used on this train has 
been found. It is dated 7/12/19. Its present location is unknown. (It may interest readers to knO\\ 
there now seems three examples known, one in the collection of Major Adrian Hopkins, one in the col
lection of Norman Hill, and presumably the example known to the author-Ed.). Later a second T.P.O. 
was established over this same route. No details about it are known nor have any postmarks used by it 
been seen. (But see the note written by Major Adrian Hopkins reproduced in this Journal-Ed.). Post
marks from these Travelling Post Offices must be considered among the great rarities in their field. rank
ing them with those used on the railroad maintained by the A.E.F. in France during World War I. of 
which only one example is known. 

The following British base (Army) post offices and field post offices are all that are known at the 
present writing. 

PB 1-BPO 1, Murmansk. 
PB 2-BPO 2, Arkhangel. 
PB I I-Soroka (M) 
PB 13-(Now known to be.:: Troitsa (A)) 
PB 14-(Now known to be Yakolevskoe (A)) 
PB 15-Kem (M) 
PB 22-Kandalaksha (M) 
PB 33-Petchenga (M)-served by trawler 
PB 44-Bakaritsa (A) 
PB 55-Beresniki (A) 
PB 66-0bozersk (A) 
PB 77-Emetsk (A) 
PB 88-Kem, later Medvezhya Gora (M) 
PB 99-Kola (M) 

The familiar double-ring British military postmarks were the only ones used (see the illustrations 
in the centre pages). Col. Crouch has offered the writer the very plausible suggestion that the letters 
.. P.B.'" found in these postmarks stand for "Polar Bear" the nickname of the expedition. 
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Once the British military postal syst,::m was established in this ar-:!a, all mail of all the Allied troops 
was supposed to pass through it. Before this system was functioning mail seems to have come out on 
any boat available. Even after the system was set up there is mail that bears no evidence of having passed 
through it. Other letters from the last months of 1918 were taken to London in British ships where they 
received the well-known maritime postmark "Received H.M.S." Some mail is said to have come out in 
consular pouch. A few letters may have passed through the Russian civilian post office. We have heard 
of one of these, but have not seen it. A few early covers bear Russian stamps, which were probably used 
in ignorance or in hope, since they were not required. It is possible that some mail was transported across 
Russian territory by airplane, though there is no record of any such early air mail. One lot of mail passed 
through a fire somewhere. We have seen a cover badly charred on the edges. This could have happened, 
of course, after it reached the United States. 

The U.S. Army had a base post office in Arkhangel, but it seems to have been used only as a collect
ing and distributing office. There is every indication that the outgoing mail which it collected was sent 
over to the British base post office for forwarding. 

What internal postal arrangements, if any, were established by other Allied contingents is not 
known. The few Canadian covers seen are indistinguishable from those from British troops. The only 
Italian cover seen bears a Russian stamp which is cancelled by a large red official office stamp. This is 
a double ring, 38 mm. in diameter, with the Italian coat-of-arms in the centre. Between the two rings is 
an inscription: "Corpo di spedizione Russia settentrionale-Comando," showing that the letter probably 
came from Italian headquarters. The example seen was not clear enough to copy. It can be said with 
certainty that there must exi~t French covers with similar official handstamps, as all French headquarters 
had such stamps at the time. It is also almost equally certain that Italian and French covers exi::;t bearing 
a postmark or other evidence of having passed through British hands. 

We now come to censor marks. These have importance because in some cases they are the only 
means of identifying the cover as coming from North Russia. A few covers bear the British Crown censor 
mark (see incomplete example on "PB 66" cover from Capt. Whitaker illustrated in the centre pages-Ed.). 
which was used extensively elsewhere during the war. It is not believed this was used after the arrival 
of the British postal units. These seem to have brought with them two types of specially prepared censor 
stamps. One is a small oval, containing an "X" followed by a numeral (see covers in the centre pag,~s 
from "PB l" and "PB 2"-Ed.). The other is also a small oval containing the letters "PE/C" followed 
by a numeral. Does the "PE" stand for "Polar Expedition?" Since both these censor stamps are found 
on covers from the same F.P.O. or A.P.0. it is difficult to distinguish between them, but we believe that 
the first mentioned is the base censor stamp. The British censor label reads "Examined by Base Censor.'• 

Most American mail was censored before being handed over to the British who usually censored it 
again, so that the majority of American covers seen have two c,::nsor stamps. Some U.S. units brought 
with them and used the eagle-in-double-circle type of censor stamp used by the A.E.F. in France. The 
U.S. base post office also did some censoring and employed the type of base censor stamp used in France .. 
(This is a two lined cachet reading, for example, "EXAMINED by/L 12"-Ed.). Several other 
types of U.S. censor stamps are illustrated (See "Censored by/ .... / ... . /Y.M.C.A.'' on Aylmer Maude 
cover, and "INTELLIGENCE/G.H.Q. Northern/Russia Exp. Force/Passed by Censor/ ........ /" on 
cover to Surgeon in Charge of Arkhangel Hospital, in the centre pages.-Ed.) and there is also a double 
ring marking reading "HOSPITAL SHIP "'R.A.M.C.*" with P.C./25 in the centre recorded. The 
Y.M.C.A. censor stamp is especially interesting, as it is the only one known to the writer to have been 
used in any war or any war area. It was probably unofficial. 

Among the most interesting and desirable covers from this expedition are those bearing the imprint 
of one of the so-called special services organisations. Of these the Y.M.C.A. was the most widely repre
sented in North Russia. Representatives of this organisation landed with the U.S. troops and immedi
ately began to function. Their number was considerably increased later. The British soon sent a con
tingent of Y.M.C.A. men. They and the Americans combined forces to form the Allied Y.M.C.A. which 
did excellent work with the troops at the front and at the bases. Some Y.M.C.A. stationery of the type 
used in camps in the U.S. was either taken or sent to North Russia.It had the familiar triangle in the 
upper left corner. Much scarcer are the rather handsome envelopes issued by the Allied Y.M.C.A. These 
probably arrived too late to be widely used. A blue rubber stamp reading "ARMY Y.M.C.A./NORTH 
RUSSIA" was used by Y.M.C.A. personnel, and often appears on both the back and front of covers. 
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The mo.;t interesting cover we have seen from North Russia is from a Y.M.C.A. secretary in Ark
hangel. The envelope bears the corner card of the Y.M.C.A. in Concord, N.H. and must have been taken 
to Russia by the sender. It was postmarked at A.P.O. 2. In addition it has on its face the red British 
crown censor mark, the Y.M.C.A. censor stamp in purple, an Army and Navy Y.M.C.A. handstamp, also 
in purple, (a double ringed cachet reading "ARMY AND NAVY Y.M.C.A./*Archang-!I District*"), 
and in the upper right hand corner the very small purple rub'Jer stamp reading "On active service/with 
the A.E.F. in Russia/no stamps available". (This cachet, is also illustrated on the Aylmer Maude cover 
in the centre pages-Ed.). This latter m~st have b•!en used in ignorance, as no stamps were required. 
This cover may be unique. 

The Red Cross did extensive work among the civilian po;)Ulation, but it is also said to have worked 
among the American soldiers, supplying them with various comforts, including stationery. We have 
yet to see any Red Cross covers from up there. Just one cover has been seen bearing the inscription in 
the upper left corner in blue: "N. Russia/Army & Navy/N.A.C.B./Canteen Board." If any other British 
organisations were represented in this area, we do not know of them. The Salvation Army is said not to 
have worked in Russia. Attention is called to the heading of a letter sheet supplied to Canadian troops. 
(This shows a maple leaf surmounted by an inscription "CANADIAN SYREN N.R.E.F." and beneath 
the address 'C/o ARMY POST OFFICE/LONDON ENG.' On the right of the notepaper are the words 
·NORTHERN RUSSIA' and a space for the date.-Ed.). A type of envelope to match must also have 
been issued, but we have not seen it. 

The writer has examined approximately 65 covers from members of various contingents compos
ing the military forces in North Russia. About the same number of covers is known to be in the collect
ion formed by Mr. Delf Norona, but the present owner has refused repeated requests for permission to 
examine them. Veterans of the expedition also have preserved their personal correspondence along with 
a number of covers. It is certain therefore that more covers, which may give new information, will eventu
ally come into the hands of collectors, but it is equally certain that the total number of covers available 
to collectors will never be large. It may be added that most covers that have survived are not in good 
condition because they are made of cheap and unsubstantial paper ill suited for the rough handling they 
received. The American and Canadian societies of veterans of the expedition, the so-called Polar Bear 
Association, might well be able to supply information about the functioning of the postal system, the 
location of post offices, and so on, but repeated letters to officers of these associations have elicited no reply. 

In preparing this paper the author has had the generous co-operation of the following persons to 
whom he wishes to express his grateful appreciation: Mario Colaiezzi, Col. Guy Crouch, E. G. Cummings 
Maxwell Halpern, Mervyn Hertzberg, A. H. Hurlburt, H. H. Mead, William Montgomery, Rev. H. K. 
Robinson, W. K. Russell, H. M. Sanford, and A. J. Tripp. 

(The above article was published i11 the 1940's in U.S.A . We are most grateful to the author, Pro
fessor C. D. Bre1111er of the University of Califomia for his kindness in allowing us to reproduce this outstand
ing article. We ha1•e not reproduced the line drawings of cancellations and censor markings appearing in 
the original article as practically all of these appear 011 co1·ers illustrated in the centre pages of this Journal. 
-Ed.). 

ARMY T.P.O.'S OPERATING IN NORTH RUSSIA 

Compiled from information provided by Norman Hill 

The first mention in philatelic circles of a Railway Post Office operating during the Allied Inter
vention in North Russia occurred in the article the late Col. Guy R. Crouch wrote for "The Philatelic 

.Adviser•· in January 1939. Col. Crouch said: "At the end of October (1918) a Russian T.P.O. carriage 
was found at Kem in good condition, and in the absence of Field Post Offices, arrangements were made to 
send this T.P.O., which was called "Army Travelling Post Office No. I, N.R.E.F." from Murmansk to 
Soroka (a three day journey covering 400 miles) and back once a week on a passenger train. This T.P.O. 
commenced to run on 4th November, 1918 but there is no record of the use of a special T.P.O. datestamp 
in connection with it. ....... A second T.P.0. was also established between Murmansk and Soroka thus 
affording a twice weekly service." 
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Later on, in "The Philatelic Adviser" of Jan. 1940 (No. 40), Col. Crouch was able to report that Mr. 
Milton B. Hunt of Southport, Conn., U.S.A. had told him that a cover had been seen from North Russia 
bearing a double ring datestamp lettered round the top "ARMY T.P.O. NO. I." Evidently the lower 
portion was illegible, but Col. Crouch speculated (quite rightly) that it might well read "N.R.E.F." No 
date was mentioned, but it was a most interesting discovery, and the writer expressed the hope that other 
specimens might be recorded, or even a cancellation reading "ARMY T.P.O. NO. 2" might be a possibil
ity. At much the same time Mr. C. F. Brenner was writing the article we reproduce in this issue where he 
reports the information that had recently come to hand about T.P.O. No. I. 

In I 952, Mr. Norman Hill (Editor of the magazine "T.P.O.") set himself the task offinding out more 
about these T.P.O. services and, with typical enthusiasm, wrote to the Editors of "The Post Office Maga
zine'' and "The British Legion Journar· calling for information from veterans of the campaign. He 
received several letters, and from these contacts he was, in turn, able to get in touch altogether with some 
ten officers and men of the Royal Engineers (Postal Section) who had been in North Russia. Mr. Hill 
has been kind enough to loan us this correspondence, hitherto unpublished, from which we are able to 
cull a considerable amount of interesting information. 

· The Director of Postal Services, in charge at both bases, Col. A. J. Mccarraher, o.B.E., (incidentally 
one time Postmaster-Surveyor of Liverpool) was able to give the following recollections:-"We had to 
serve a series of Army Units located in hamlets 50~100 miles apart down the single line from Murmansk 
to the front against the Bolsheviks, 400 miles distant on Lake Onega. A supply train with mails, food, 
ammunition, and military passengers ran twice a week both ways, and to link up one military post with 
another, we instituted a T.P.O. service, with a cross post transfer from the Down to the Up T.P.O. half
way where they crossed. Mails for England collected on the Down journey were transferred where avail
able, at halfway, to catch the next outgoing boat for the United Kingdom from Murmansk. In its incept
ion we proposed to use a converted box wagon but luckily we found in Kem sidings two derelict Russian 
T.P.O. coaches which we at once took over. They had box fittings on one side, and a huge log stove in 
the centre as during the winter we had 70 degrees of frost (38 below zero). On the other side of the wagons 
were sleeping bunks for the staff. We promptly named the T.P.O. 'Army Post Office T.P.O. No. I' as 
we had forestalled the introduction of T.P.O. working in the B.E.F. ,France. The route from Murmansk 
was over a single line built by Austrian prisoners-of-war, and very liable to derailments, so the speed was 
slow, and it was a three day journey to the Front. 

The route was: Murmansk, Kola. Knazha Guba, Kandalaksha, Kem, Medvezhya Gora. On one 
occasion coming back from the Front, we thought the Engine Driver had gone mad, for he was tearing 
along and we were rolling about like a ship at sea. He pulled up at last at a wayside station some hours 
ahead of time and then we discovered his daughter was being married there. After a long wait he was 
brought back to the station blind drunk from vodka. Luckily we had an R.E. Corporal on the train who 
could drive the engine, and he drove us back to Murmansk, with the Russian down and out in the guard's 
van." 

In the centre pages can be seen a photograph of "Army T.P.O. No. I," the first time, to our know
ledge, this picture has been published. The reproduction may not be sufficiently clear, but in the original 
photograph, the board on the side of the van clearly says "ARMY TRAVELLING POST OFFICE NO. I" 
together with the equivalent in Russian. The R.E. (Postal Section) staff stand beside the van. In actual 
fact it would seem that the van depicted was the original "T.P.O." prepared from the ordinary goods 
wagon, before the two specially constructed T. P.O. carriages were found at Kem. It would not be sur
prising if the coach on the left of our picture (in the centre pages) showing R.E. staff outside the Base P.O. 
at Murmansk was not one of these later T.P.O. carriages. Readers will also be able to see a picture of 
one of the locomotives in use on the Murmansk railway at the time. In the caption, we have mentioned 
that the route terminated at Petrozavodsk. We feel, on reflection, that there is some doubt about this, 
for as far as we can ascertain, the Allied Forces did not actually occupy this town, only reaching the out
skirts. Consequently the eventual terminus of the T.P.O. was probably at Medvezhya Gora, a picture of 
which-taken by a British Serviceman-we also show. Note the railway station and sidings beyond the 
trees. 

Another Officer in correspondence with Mr. Hill was the late Major J. Haig-Smith, R.E., Deputy 
Assistant Director of Postal Services at Arkhangel. He very kindly provided the Memorandum on Postal 
Services, which we publish, and through Dr. A. H. Wortman, we were also able to see his article published 
in "St. Martin"s-Ie-Grand." Major Haig-Smith was very helpful, but being concerned with the Arkhangel 
sector, he could not help much with information on the Murmansk T.P.O.'s. However, he did say that 
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T.P.O:s were not operated from Arkhangel because the train services out of Arkhangel (Bakaritza) were 
never of such frequency to warrant their operation, and also because no T.P.O. coaches or trained postal 
staff were available. 

Mr. Hill was really getting warm when he managed to contact Mr. E. Phillips (of Clacton, Essex) 
who had actually been N.C.O.-in-charge of one of the T.P.O:s. Mr. Phillips was able to confirm that 
there were two T.P.O.'s (Nos. 1 and 2), and says: "I was in charge of No. 1, which left Murmansk each 
Sunday and returned the following Saturday. I carried the mails for distribution to the units on the line 
-of communication and picked them up on the return. In addition, I carried a "counter" stock of about 
£1,500, and my weekly sales were on average about £1,000. I took over in 1918 and continued to the 
last journey about the end of 1919. I was the Sergeant-in-charge and I had two other men. My T.P.O. 
was usually next to the Russian T.P.O ....... I left on the last boat to leave Murmansk. I think my date-
stamp read "Army Post Office-T.P.O.1" but I am not sure. (Actually this read "ARMY T.P.O. No. 1-
N.R.E.F."_:._Ed.). 

No. 2 T.P.O. left on the Wednesday and returned the following Tuesday. It carried mails only 
and was in charge of a Corporal with one man, and carried no counter stock. This ceased immediately 
prior to the No. I. An unusual feature of my work was the money side done for the Americans sending 
money home, and their "souvenirs,"-which reminds me of an occasion when I found several Americans 
with ladder and chisel trying to knock off the Russian Royal Arms from my coach, and l had to chase 
them away under the threat of arrest!" 

Another interesting letter came from Mr. H. G. Morey, of Hounslow, Middx., who served under 
·Col. McCarraher. Mr. Morey said, "The North Russian Expeditionary Forces were based on Murmansk 
and Arkhangel and were known as "Syren" and "Elope" respectively. Operations commenced in 1918 
shortly before the War in Europe came to its close. The Syren Military Force was comparatively small, 
consisting of a few thousand troops distributed along the single track railway ...... There were three 
static post offices based on Murmansk-Kandalaksha, Kem, and Soroka, and each was separated by a dis
tance of some 200 miles. A small number of troops were scattered at other townships on the railway 
and the problem of meeting their postal needs, and for collection and delivery of mails to the troops stat
ioned at Kandalaksha, Kem and Soroka was solved by the introduction of a Travelling Post Office. This 
service was in being for some little time, but as the troops advanced it became necessary to extend it. The 
T.P.O. service finally came to rest at Petrozavodsk on Lake Onega. (See comments above-Ed.). At 
the outset the T.P.O. carriage consisted of an ordinary railway goods van with sliding doors, attached to 
a freight-cum-passenger train, and the staff consisted of two persons, a sapper and a Corporal, whose 
duties consisted of the receipt and distribution of mails, and the sale and encashment of Postal Orders 
and the sale of War Savings Certificates. One of the chief occupations of the T.P.O. staff was to maintain 
warmth and to feed themselves adequately, as during the winter months the temperature constantly 
remained below zero and a wood fire in a makeshift stove in the middle of the van had to be kept going 
day and night throughout the journey, which occupied some six days for the return journey. The T.P.O. 
had its base at Murmansk, 200 miles north of the Arctic Circle and in that respect was unique. At a later 
date it was possible to procure a Russian T.P.O. van, and this was a great advance on the improvised 
truck . The T.P.O. ceased to operate upon the evacuation of the Forces, when the campaign wound up." 

Mr. G. F. Lee, of Bradford, Yorks, who was also with the R.E. (Postal Section) at Murmansk con
firmed the facts given by other correspondents, but adds that for the first few months aft.::r arrival at Mur
mansk (in Sept. 1918) the Postal Section was allocated railway vans in which the sorting of mails was 
carried out. Mails came out from London in any ship going to North Russia, and ships were all generally 
boarded to see if mail was aboard. Mr. Lee suggests that the last place the T.P.O. reached was Medvezhya 
Gora and not Petrozavodsk-as we suspect-and that the arrival of the T.P.O. at an outpost was 
undoubtedly the event of the week, since the train also carried supplies to the isolated units. The photo
graph of T.P.O. No. I was actually taken by Mr. H. W. Elden, of Streatham, London, as was the picture 
we show of the postal staff outside the Base Office at Murmansk. 

Another veteran of the North Russian campaign was a philatelist, the late R. J. Sutton, whose con
tributions to philatelic literature are well known. A card addressed by him to his home at Bournemouth 
is shown in the centre pages, posted at Murmansk (P. B. \) on 12th April, 1919. In a letter to Mr. Hill 
Mr. Sutton mentioned the interesting fact that Murmansk received quite a lot of mail for the British Forces 
at Vladivostok, but how on earth this was ever delivered from North Russia is certainly a mystery. Evi
dently sorting arrangements at London left much to be desired, for as Mr. Sutton said:-"Our mail used 
to be sent to Tilbury to catch the next boat out, and she would sail from Leith! So the next mail went 
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north, only to miss the next boat that would naturally leave from Tilbury. In some cases it went to Vladi
vostok via Canada or U.S.A., so that it was nothing unusual to get it months late." Mr. Sutton averred 
that some mail was distributed at Murmansk by an old Model "T" Ford which used to run on the rail
way, having been given flanged wheels, and said that he once saw it careering down the line, 300 miles from 
base, with 24 Canadian soldiers up, with all their kit, and doing at least forty, skidding round the bends on 
two wheels! 

These extracts from letters are testimony to the difficulties facing the Postal Authorities. On the 
question of the Travelling Post Offices, we can come to some definite conclusions, although, as must be 
appreciated, some details become a little vague after such a lapse of time, for these comments were made 
in 1952, some 34 years after the events had taken place. 

Thus we can establish : 
(a) There were two T.P.O.s based on Murmansk. 
(b) No. I was in the charge of Sgt. Phillips, and left Murmansk each Sunday, returning from the 

front the following Saturday. Originally it was a converted goods van, but later, when the Russian T. P.O. 
Wagons were found at Kem, the staff enjoyed the more suitable quarters. No. I not only distributed 
and collected mail, but also carried a sizeable counter stock, and dealt in Postal Orders, Savings Certi~ 
ficates, etc. The datestamp "ARMY T.P.O. No. 1-N.R.E.F." was used, of which three examples are 
known. The canceller-one only-was issued from London on 20th November, 1918, so could hardly 
have been brought in use before December, 1918. The strikes known are dated 12.7.19 (collection Major 
Hopkins) and 15.8.19 (collection Norman Hill). (See illustration of the cover in the centre pages, in 
which the faint impression of the cancellation has been strengthened, so that it will show clearly). The 
third copy is evidently still in U.S.A. and C. F. Brenner quotes the date of use as "7.12.19." It is, how
ever, just possible that the date here is given in the American style-viz. 12th July, 1919, and if so, there 
is a faint chance that this item, and the example in the A. E. Hopkins collection is one and the same. 

T.P.O. No. l commenced running on 4th November, 1918 and continued until very near the 
evacuation from Murmansk on 12th October, 1919. 

(c) T.P.O. No. 2 left Murmansk on a Wednesday and returned the following Tuesday. It carried 
mails only and was in charge of a Corporal, with one other man. Its actual date of commencement is 
not known, although it ceased operations shortly before No. I, in October 1919. One datestamp reading 
.. ARMY T.P.O. No. 2-N.R.E.F." was issued by the G.P.O. in London on 20th November, 1918, so as 
with the No. I datestamp, it could hardly have been used before the December. In a sense, " No. 2" was 
what is often known as a "Bag Tender" in Post Office circles, and it is therefore hardly surprising that no 
examples of this cancellation have come to light. It must have been rarely used. 

(d) Both T.P.O.'s ran from Murmansk to the front, and back again. There is some doubt as to 
the furthest point reached; some correspondents state Petrozavodsk and others Medvezhya Gora. It 
would seem that Medvezhya Gora is the more likely. 

(e) Mr. Phillips makes the most interesting statement that the Russian T.P.O. was still in oper
ation and presumably continued in the same way as the Army T.P.O.'s except that it dealt with civilian 
mail. It should therefore be conceivably possible to find civilian mail of the period cancelled by a dates
stamp, which, if following the usual pattern, would be a double ringed oval giving, perhaps, PETRO
GRAD-MURMANSK and the Russian route number. What this route number might be is problem
atical, although we do know that in later Soviet times the numbers 35/36 were allocated to the line Lenin
grad-Zvanka-Petrozavodsk-Murmansk. 

FROM FRANCE TO NORTH RUSSIA WITH THE ARMY POSTAL SERVICE 
The Late Major J. Haig-Smith, R.E. (Assistant Director Army Postal Services, Arkhangel) 

With the conditions under which the Army Postal Service in France made its wonderful distribution 
of mails, the tonic which did so much to maintain the spirits of our troops, most people are now familiar. 
But one has to travel a long way backwards to realise the conditions under which we carry on here in what 
a t times appears to be a hopeless endeavour to satisfy the craving of men, removed about 2,000 miles from 
home in a distinctly hostile climate, among a people whose ways are certainly not our ways, and whose 
language is like nothing else on earth, for news of those they have left behind them. 

We arrived in Arkhangel in the middle of October last year (1918)-one officer and six men-to 
look after the mail for a contingent which included British, Canadian, American, French, Italian, and 
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Serbian troops, as well as that for all the Embassies ousted from Petrograd in the summer. As far as 
mails were concerned we found very considerable room for improvement. Mails were disposed of through 
the Base Commandant's office, and owing to lack of postal staff there was a great deal of delay in disposing 
of it, particularly for units up country. Matters were further complicated by absence of complete records 
at the Base. The intervals between the arrivals of mails from home were often long, and this added to 
the dissatisfaction with the service. 

With six men-fortunately these were excellent indeed-we made an effort to establish order. About 
half a dozen soldiers, who had been postmen in pre-war days, were with difficulty located, and with greater 
difficulty their services were obtained. With these c,mditions Field Post Offices were opened at import
ant points, i.e. Bakharitza, Obozersk and Beresnik. Even then the staff at the Base was insufficient 
for the amount of work, as practically every letter had to be sorted, not as in France according to Unit, 
but according to information contained in Nominal Rolls at the Base Office. 

Our next step was to establish a reasonable service between England and here, and between the 
Base and the fronts, which were roughly on an arc commencing at Onega, passing through Shenkursk 
and coming up to Pinega and Mezen. Our communications from home were infrequent, and it was at 
that time impossible to arrange for every boat from home to bring mail. Communications between 
G.H.Q. and the Base with the fronts was not much better, and was done by Despatch Rider Letter Ser
vice. Delivery between offices in Arkhangel even were made in the same way, and all the youth of the 
town appeared to be engaged in running about with official letters. In November, however, the Army 
Postal Service absorbed practically all the D.R.L.S.-at least we carried these letters in our despatches. 
This was rather a significant fact, and indicated that we had organised the service3 by the quickest routes, 
due to the fact that the Russian authorities had placed their Civil Departments under military law. The 
Civil Post Office in this way came under the orders of the D.A.D.P.S., and they placed their routes and 
services at my disposal. By this means we were able to give to Pinega, Dvina, Vag<1 and Onega fronts, 
a service three times a week, the Vologda (or Railway) Front already having a daily service by rail. The 
trip to Dvina and Vaga Fronts-more than 200 miles from the Base-was accomplished in three and a 
half days. 

By November the Arctic winter was coming down apace and snow that had com~ to stay was fall
ing most days. Ice was forming on the river; and, generally speaking, things were looking rather difficult 
to newcomers to the country. There is only one railway line in this part of the country-a single track 
between Bakharitza on the other side of the river and Vologda over bad marsh land all the way. There 
are no real roads except during winter. Communications during the summer are mainly by river. These 
are wonderfully broad useful sheets of water capable of carrying river vessels of light draft for hundreds 
of miles into the interior. Most places can be reached by this means, as all the villages cling precariously 
to the marshy banks and always appear to be in imminent danger of slipping in and being washed bodily 
down to the sea. In passing I may say it is possible to travel in a decent sized river craft all the way from 
Arkhangel to the Caspian without going ashore. 

During the winter the railway has been kept open, and the service, despite a very poor track, and 
still poorer rolling stock, has been fairly good. Only wood fuel is used, and this constitutes an element of 
serious risk, as so many sparks are thrown off. We lost the great part of o:1e mail on the way to the Base. 
This mail had been placed on a platform of the train owing to lack of accommodation inside, and the train 
had to be stopped in the fOi'est to have the burning mail salved. Fortunately this is the only loss we have 
had. To the other Fronts during the winter mail has had to be sent by sleigh all the way. The trails 
wind over land and river; and it is difficult at most times to tell whether one is travelling over one or the 
other. The time occupied in these journeys is not so long as one might think, as the sleighs travel all day 
and all night, changing horses and sleighs at each Zemstvo or post-house-these are usually at intervals 
of about 15 or 16 miles. Unfortunately, owing to the scarcity of fodder, th~ condition of the horses has 
not been too good, but even so I have sat behind the small shaggy pony of the district, which has never 
known a "dandy" brush, while it contentedly trotted the whole distance without the touch of a whip
an instrument very rarely carried in this country. While the ice was troublesome in the White Sea and 
ordinary shipping had ceased, we were entirely dependent upon a sleigh service between Soroka, an old
fashioned town on the south-western shore of the White Sea, and Arkhangel. The distance is about 300 
miles, with twentycfour relays, and the time taken was about four days. One of these mails was within 
a mile or so of capture, but the Russian mail guard, acting on the principle that discretion was the better 
part of valour, turned and reached safety. My assistant, Lieut. Kelly, passing through in the other direct
ion got past an hour or two before the capture of Bolshe Ozerki by the Bolsheviks. The first news I got 
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was a telephone enquiry asking if l had any word of Mr. Kelly, as he had left there (Obozcisk), and the 
trail had been cut very soon after. It was not until two days after that l received with considerable relief 
a telegram from him at Onega. 

About the scenery here one cannot say much more than it differs in places from light pine forest 
to bleak open marsh. The country is very flat. The dark green of the pines with a heavy coating of snow 
that is also blue in its coldness is quite pretty until one tires of it, and that happens very soon when one is 
travelling for perhaps eight days at a stretch. The villages and the houses might all have been designed by the 
same architect, so much so that once, when out inspecting, I got into my sleigh and dropped o!f to sleep
before we started. I woke up at the next stopping place quite unconscious that we had even moved and 
in fact full of grumbles that we had stayed so long, only to find the poni'!s perspiring and that we had really 
travelled twenty-two vcrsts. In Arkhangel I hardly think there arc more than twenty buildings of stone 
or brick; in the villages there are none. The houses are built of logs and the more pretentious in the towns 
are covered with an ornate on the dressing of wood. 

Game and animal life is very scarce everywhere, with the exception, per:1aps, of rabschik, a species 
of small woodcock, which might almost be said to have been a staple food of the Allied troops during their 
stay. Unfortunately for this poor bird there is no close season and now one hears it said the species is 
almost extinct. I remember when visiting Pinega in January my driver became most extraordinarily 
excited about something in the forest. I immediately thought of bears, or, at least, wolves. Can you 
imagine my disappointment when I discovered the cause of his gesticulations to be three birds about the 
size of blackbirds sitting on a tree. My driver was intensely disappointed and disgusted because I did not 
take up my gun and slay the poor things. That was the only wild animal life I saw in a journey of about 
300 miles. I had had such great hopes of something better. · 

In the matter of transport there are two extraordinary periods in this climate, one might almost 
call them seasons-Autumn and Spring. In November the snow begins and the rivers freeze up. But 
until sufficient snow has fallen and the ice on the rivers is sufficiently strong to carry traffic there is nothing 
to bedone. Spring,or thethaw, occurs in April. The packed snow on the trails gives way, and the ice on 
the rivers becomes waterlogged, making the use of any kind of transport impossible. These two periods 
last roughly about a month or six weeks. Even when the ice on the river breaks, several days must elapse 
before a boat can move in it for fear of being crumpled up. We thought to be able to make me of aero
planes during these spells, and did so to a very limited extent, but here again we were faced with difficulties 
of landing on mud, or seaplanes landing in rivers, when there was ice about. A more hopeless state of 
communications I leave to the imagination of the reader. 

I had rather a quaint complaint from an officer a month or so after our arrival; it was that before 
we came he was always expecting a letter to turn up, but after we got to work and he got his mail he knew 
of a certainty he need look for no more until another boat came in. 

"The winter is past, the rain is over and gone." I cannot finish the quotation, for there are neither 
birds to sing nor flowers to appear in this land. We are doing our best to get through the extremely incon
venient period of thaw. The Bolshevik has not done the things he threatened to do, and our rather anxious 
time, of which the people at home have no doubt heard enough, is practically over. The Russians are 
now mobilising fast, and in a short time an excellent army trained to a great extent by British Non-com
missioned Officers will be able to take the field, properly clothed, fed, and equipped. They have, how
ever, no Army Postal Service, and this work also has fallen upon the British Army Postal Service. 

In spite of everything it would be difficult to find on any of our far flung fronts a happier or healthier 
company of men than the Royal Engineers Postal Section, and if I may say so a body of men who are out 
to make the lives of their fellows as bearable as possible. I am glad to record the unswerving loyalty and 
the helpfulness which the whole staff displayed throughout and without which the position of the troops 
out here would not have been enviable. 

Our thoughts turn now towards home. The winter we have enjoyed to a certain extent, but we 
hold no such hope for the summer when we may be eaten inch by inch by mosquitoes. But send us mail, 
for that is the panacea for all ills; send us mail; and we will gladly pass it on to those depending on us for 
such comfort as only mail from home can give. 

(This article appeared originally in the magazine "St. Martin's-le-Grand" for July 1919, and we are 
indebted to the Editor of"The Post Office Magazine" for his permission to reprint it in the Journal. We are 
also grateful to Dr. A. H. Wortman who drew our attention to the original article and loaned us his copy 
for perusal). 
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MEMORANDUM ON MAIL AND POSTAL SERVICES WITH THE ARKHANGEL 

FORCES 

The Late Major J. Haig-Smith, R.E. (Deputy Assistant Director of Postal Sen·ices, Arkhangel, 1918) 

The Army Postal Service Staff-One officer and 6 other ranks-arri\'ed at Archangel in October, 
1918. 

Since the civil departments in Archangel and district were placed under Martial Law in November, 
1918, full use has been made of all Civil Post Office facilities ,such as sleighs. leather pouches for security 
.and all sleigh routes. The average times taken to the various fronts from the Base during the winter were: 

Pinega Front 
Onega ,, 
Onega River Det. 
Vologda Front 

Two days 
Two days 
Three days 
One day 

Seletskoe Front 
Dvina 
Vaga 

Three days 
Five days 
Five days 

Mail services to all fronts had a frequency of three times a week; to Vologda Front the service was daily. 
The mail service up to the end of the year was exceedingly slow for several reasons, i.e., only milit

ary ships were used for military mails (naval ships and men of war only brought naval mail) the routes 
followed by all ships were long and devious. After very considerable trouble from this side, permission 
was obtained to have military mail carried on all vessels coming to Archangel, but during the winter owing 
to the difficulty in getting ships through the White Sea the service was very slow, and in some cases mail, 
before reaching the men at the fronts, had been two months on the way. From the time of the arrival 
of the boats at Archangel no avoidable delay occurred. Since the arrival of the Army Postal Service only 
on one occasion has a boat left Archangel without taking mail to the United Kingdom and on that occas
ion a boat leaving the following day took mail. In no single instance has mail been on board a boat 
arriving here for more than five hours in most cases the mail has been ashore within an hour of a boat's 
arrival. 

During the period of difficulty in the White Sea, mail was brought over from Murmansk to Soroka 
by rail and from Soroka to Archangel, a distance of about 300 miles, by road on open sleighs. About 
1,700 bags of mail were conveyed in this way during three months and the tim~ taken for the road journey 
was about 5-6 days. Owing to difficulty on the Murman Railway line, only one train a week was running 
and this again slowed down the service. On one occasion it was possible by the personal supervision of 
the D.A.D.P.S. while at Soroka to have a daily convoy of ten sleighs for nine consecutive days arranged, 
during that period alone nearly 800 bags of mail arrived at Archangel. The cost of the service between 
Soroka and Archangel for the three months was £1,300. Special covered sleighs were built but these did 
not prove the success that was anticipated, recourse being had later to the ordinary country open sleigh. 
Practically no losses of mail occurred during all this period. 

There were two awkward periods when delay to the mails was unavoidable. riz. , during the time 
the rivers were freezing and the roads were impassable at the beginning of winter. and when the rivers were 
thawing and the roads breaking up at the end of the winter. In order to avoid delay, all aeroplanes avail
able were made use of for the transport of letter mails between the base and the Fronts. 

Local mail services at the base were performed by closed sleigh (see photograph). 
Since the opening of the river it has been possible to maintain an average of four mails a week 

(sometimes 7 or 8 despatches were made as tugs and aeroplanes were available). The average times at 
present taken for mails from the time of arrival of boats in port are for Yologda Front 30 hours, for others, 
Dvina and Vaga 60 hours. 

The stoppage of parcels for this force was only partial and lasted for about five weeks. This 
stoppage was necessary as only ten horses were available at each station for the road journey between 
Soroka and Archangel. 

In addition to mails, the Postal Section of the Royal Engineers took over the disposal of all heavy 
packages sent out by the Military Forwarding Officer. This was done as no other machinery existed for 
the distribution of such packages. Teleg;ams from troops in the Field are also accepted and sent off 
to the United Kingdom and telegrams from the United Kingdom are delivered by the Army Postal Ser
vice. Free newspapers from home and newspapers from messes are distributed through the Army Post 
Office to the men at the Fronts in the line or in hospitals. 
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Money Order business between Archangel and the United Kingdom, United States of America_ 
France, Italy, &c., fo; all tro::,ps and Russian civilians was op~ned through the Army Post Office and, 
further, civil parcel post between North Russia and the United Kingdom has been re-opened for the first 
time for several years. 

All mail for Russian troops is dealt with by the Army Postal Service, the average number of letters 
being about 2,000 a day. 

The cash transactions at the Base and Field Post Offices in this Force amounted before the arrival 
of the Relief Force to about £7,000 a week, while the actual value of War Savings Certificates sold to mem
bers of the Forces since the ar.ival of the Army Postal Service amounts to £30,000. 

14th June. 1919. 

(A copy of this Memorandum was given by the late Major J. Haig-Smith, R.E. to Mr. Norman Hill 
in 1952. By a coincidence "The Postal History Society Bulletin"' is also publishing this despatch in 
the March, 1965 issue, together with several photographs hitherto unpublished, the blocks of which Major 
Adrian Hopkins, 0:1 behalf of the Po:;tal History So::iety has b;!en kind enough to loan us. Major Haig
Smith's despatch-together with his article to the m1ga-zine "St. M:irtin's-lc-Grand'" gin: us an excellent 
survey of conditions at Arkhangd). 

,- -- -
f 

Field Post Office PB 55 Beresnik. 

NOTES ON THE USE OF RUSSIAN ADHESIVES DURING THE OCCUPATION 

PERIOD 

It seems that Civilian Post Offices operated normally during the occupied portions of North Russia 
in 1918 and 1919, and this contention is supported by the statements made by veterans of the campaign 
in articles published in the preceding pages. 

Major J. Haig-Smith, for example, says that the Civil Post Office had been placed under Military 
Law, and came under his own orders, placing routes and services at his disposal. There is plenty of evi
dence that the Arkhangel civilian Post Office remained open, and continued to use Imperial Russian 
stamps. This is possibly because most traders could only get fresh supplies from England, and thus most 
external civilian mail was addressed to this country. We show two civilian covers (from the collection 
of Dr. A. H. Wortman) addressed to England, in the centre pages. Each bears a I R. (imperf.) Arms type 
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stamp, the letters being sent by registered post from the head post office at Arkhangel. The stamps are 
cancelled ARKHANGELSK 'g' on 16.7.19 and 15.9.19 respectively. Both communications have been 
censored, one carrying a British censor 'sticker' reading BASE CENSOR NO. 13, whilst the other bears 
a circular handstamp in violet reading C.I.A.-6-CENSURE MILITAIRE 6-ARKHANGEL-6 

/ 6. Another cover has been seen bearing a somewhat similar marking reading C.I.O. What these 
initials stand for, we do not know. Dr. A. H. Wortman suggests '-Corps-Inter-Allie" for "C.l.A."; 
and this may well be the case. 

Dr. Wortman states that Imperial Russian stamps he has seen used during the Allied campaign 
comprise (Perf.) IOk., 20k., 25k., 50k., and I R. (Imperf.) I R. All arc Arms Type stamps printed on wove 
paper, with lozenge network. 

It will be noted from the appropriate illustration in the centre pages that a Field Post Office cover 
from PB 66 (Obozersk) addressed by Capt. Whitaker to his wife in Ireland, has been franked by Arms Type 
stamps and cancelled by the Field Post Office datestamp. The use of Russian stamps would appear to 
have be!n unnecessary as mail from serving officers and men was free. This view is supported by inform
ation given in the excellent article written by C. D. Brenner, although it is noted that he has seen an Italian 
cover bearing a Russian stamp. 

We cannot say we have ever seen stamps cancelled by the Civilian Post Office at Murmansk during 
1918/19 or at other villages and towns occupied by Allied Forces. These, however, should exist, and it 
would be useful to chronicle any that readers may have found, in the Journal. We know, also, that the 
Civilian Postal Wagon continued to run on the Murmansk Railway, and as had already been remarked, 
examples of the cancellation may well exist. 

The late R. J. Sutton recollects in a letter to Norman Hill that he was by way of being an 'official 
photographer' with the Murmansk Force. One of the photographs he remembered taking was of the 
-counter of the Murmansk Post Office, a copy of which he believed was lodged with other photographs in 
the Imperial War Museum, Lambeth. We have not traced this photograph, and perhaps some London 
reader may care to do so. Whether Mr. Sutton referred to the Civilian Post Office, or a separate Army 
Post Office, we cannot be sure; however, w)1en reading the articles published. in this Journal, there seems 
to be more than a likelihood that the A.P.O.'s functioned actually in the different premises of the Civilian 
Post Offices. 

-uUSED ABROAD" CHRONICLE-IX 

S. D. Tchilinghirian 

Ten years ago, when work first began on "Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad", the authors 
naively expected that the subject would be covered in one, or at most, two volumes. As it happened, 
it took six volumes to incorporate the information available then, but one shivers at the number of volumes 
that would be needed if this work had to be undertaken now. The flow of fr.:!sh communications, impor
tant new discoveries, additions to check-lists, and other documentation, has continued unabated in the 
months that have elapsed since the eighth instalment of this Chronicle was written, and it is becoming 
practically impossible to record in this column all the items deserving a special mention. The best that 
can be done is to select in this mass of fresh material a few high-lights standing in a class of their own, 
a few "problems"where the co-operation of readers is sought for fuller identification, and, space permitting, 
a few additions to the check-lists of some offices from which little material is known. The balance must 
unavoidably be held in abeyance until a favourable opportunity is at sight, but this writer wishes to thank 
all contributors for their kind co-operation, and -apologises for his inability to do justice to all. 

This 9th instalment dea\3 with items notified up to mid-January, 1965. 

(I) TREBIZOND 
Mr. E. G. Peel sprang a major surprise by producing a 7k. Levant 1884 with an incomplete impres

sion (as illustrated in Fig. 163) of a large 7-line unframed marking from this office, evidently similar to 
the now well-known Type 6 of lneboli (Fig. 762, Part VI). Colour: Black. 

This discovery is sensational by itself, but even more so by its implications: so far, we had deluded 
ourselves into believing that Type 6 in Ineboli was a kind of unusual marking "accidentally" supplied 
to this small unimportant office, but now that the same type has been spotted for Trebizond, it becomes 
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problble that similar cancellers were also supplied to other o!fices in the Black Sea area, and perhaps 
even beyond. Thus, a wide fresh avenue is now Oj)cning for investigation, and it will be interesting to
see what further finds will have been recorded in this type in, say, five years from now. After all, there 
is hardly more than five years since the first examples of the Ineboli marking were recorded by members 
of this Society. 

How m'lny readers own copies of Sub-Type 7D (Fig. 739, Part VI) with month in figures? This 
writer hadn't heard of any since this type was first notified by Mr. Blomfield on a 7k. 1879 six years ago. 
Now, Prof. 0. Winterstein produced another example, this time on 7k. 1884. Why is this marking so 
elusive; and how did it originate in the first place? This is but one out of the hundreds of problems 
awaiting investigation by the enthusiasts of the "Used Abroad" field. 

Before leaving Trebizond, it may be mentioned that still another copy of the 8/IO 1876 Provisional 
is now known with the cancellation of this port (in Type 7C, Fig. 738, coll. Winterstein). 

(2) ORDU 
A hitherto unrecorded oval marking of this port, in Standard Type "CC", has been notified by 

Mr. 0. Faberge on a pair of IOk. 1890 re-issue (Fig. 164). Year of use: 1900, indicating that it preceded 
Type 5 (Fig. 752, Part VI). 

(3) CAVALLA 
The first cover to be recorded from this elusive office has now been notified by Mr. K. Adler: 

it is franked with a pair of the 20 pa. Levant 1903, cancelled with the Type I oval. 

(4) JAFFA 
An unusual array of rare material from this office has been communicated: (a) Mr. Faberge has 

secured a "classic" which may well rank in future years as one of the most valuab!e items in the whole 
of the Russian "Used Abroad" field: it consists of no less than a 20k. 1858 of Russia, pf. 12½, with an 
almost complete strike of the 784 triangle of dots (Fig. 235) in Blue, At the levels at which Holy Land 
material is selling nowadays, one wonders what such an item could be worth. 

(b) Mr. Adler now owns a cover (ex-Sn,~gireff) franked with a strip of lk., one 3k. and one 5k., 
all 1868 issue of Levant, cancelled with the 784 triangle of dots, but with the rare PORT YAFFA (Fig.823, 
Part VI) alongside on the cover. 

(c) The period of use of the boxed JAFFA P.P. in Type I can now be extended to 1879 or later, 
instead of 1875 (latest date recorded in Type 2). Prof. Winterstein notified a copy of the 8/IO Provisional 
of 1876 with this marking (Fig. 234, Part II), while Mr. Fab,~rge owns examples of the lk. and 2k. of 
the 1879 issue of Levant (lk. vert. laid, 2k. hor. laid). A.II three are fresh additions to the Check-List 
(the only other example recorded of the 8/IO Provisional-as listed in Part II-is cancelled with the single 
circle in Standard Type "AA".) 

(d) for good measure, Prof. Winterstein also communicated a fresh type of XXth century cancel
lation for this office (Fig. 165), on a pair of IOpa. Levant 1910. As will be seen, it consists of a single
circle, with cross-shaped date, with wide squat characters in the inscriptions. A similar type, with 3-Iine 
date, seems to exist, but the example shown to this writer is too incomplete for listing. 

(5) SHIP MAIL IN THE LEVANT 
An incomplete impression (as in Fig. 166) of a most attractive miniature double-circle (size 22 

x 16mm.), perhaps belonging to a Russian ship, has been notified by Mr. R. S. Blomfield on a 3k. Levant 
1872. This is the first time that a canceller in this style is seen by this writer. Does any member own 
another example allowing to identify its origin? 

Mr. E. G. Peel submitted an incomplete boxed .. AZATII (as in Fig.167) on 7k. Russia 1889. This 
does not necessarily belong to the "Used Abroad" field, but perhaps members of the Imperial Study 
Group can supply the complete inscription on it? Could it be a ship marking? 

While on the subject of ships, it is worth mentioning that Mr. Faberge owns an example (on IOk. 
Levant 1890) of a marking similar to the very elusive negative type illustrated in Fig. 268 (Part II). Al
though the strike is complete on piece, the name of the ship remains alas illegible, as is so often the case 
with negative cancellations. In his grave, Knopf-Goldberg must be thinking "I told you so." 
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The next item notified by Mr. Fab.!rg•! do:!s not really belong to this column, but can be tolerated 
as it appears on a cover from Mount Atho3 to Bogorodsk (with mixed franking of !Ok. Levant 1890 and 
Postag,! Due stamps of the Zemstvo of Bogorodsk). It consists of the disinfection marking illustrated 
in Fig. 168. Dr. Wortman, this is your province, will you please note? 

It will be noticed that the inscription at bottom is incomplete, but the three letters showing point 
to KARANTINNA YA GAVAN, probably abbreviated. Now, this mention of the "Quarantine 
Harbour" of Odessa raises fresh problems, because Mr. Faberge also notifi.:!d a marking of the family 
of ovals illustrated in Figs. 275/276 in Part II, where the abbreviated inscriptions definitely read KAR. 
GAY. As these ovals are always met in a Blue ink which does not help proper identification, particularly 
in the case of small inscriptions like these, often incompletely printed, the question now arises as to whether 
the types recorded in the past with KAR. PAR. did not in fact hav.:: this same inscription KAR. GAY. 
as on Mr. Faberge's example (the difference between "P" and "G", or "R" and "Y", does not amount 
to much in the cyrillic alphabet, and confusion is easy, especially in the case of incomplete impressions). 
Unquestionably, "Quarantine Harbour" looks a more logical inscription than "Quarantine of Ships". 
Mr. Faberge's type is kept in abeyance for the time being, pending re-examination of formerly recorded 
examples in members' collections, but, unless one or more members can produce copi•:!S where the KAR. 
PAR. is clearly legible, this writer feels that all the sub-types with this inscription will eventually have to 
be re-classified under KAR. GAY. 

(6) CANDIA 
Another stampless letter with the negative handstamp of this office (Fig. 264, Part II) is in the 

Faberge collection. The arrival marking of Syra, on the back, is dated 9 April, 1861. 

(7) PERSIA (F.P.O.) 
Dr. Wortman secured a postcard with the double-circle of POLEVOE ETAPNOE P.T.OTD. 245, 

serial "be," dated 10.10.17. The postcard bears an inscription "cherez Enzeli," pointing to its having 
originated from Persia. The sender belonged to the 2nd Camel Transport "Giurgensky" Regiment, but 
the text does not allow to locate the town where this Russian F.P.O. was operating. 

(8) KATIA KURGAN 
Sub-Type 3B, with serial "be" is now illustrated in Fig. 169, by courtesy of Mr. Faberge, who owns 

a complete strike on 1 R. 1909. 
The 14k. 1889 should be added to the Check-List of this office (coll. C. D. Bailey), 

(9) KELIF 
Another outstanding item communicated by Mr. Faberge is a IR. 1889 with the single-circle of 

this office (Fig. 170) in deep Purple. This is presumably the earliest date-stamp used by Kelif. 

(10) NEW BUKHARA 
Mr. M. Liphschutz notified a letter which may well be the earliest material recorded from this office. 

It is franked with a 14k. 1889 cancelled with Type lB (Fig. 361, Part Ill), dated 15.V.1898. Can any 
reader beat this date? 

(11) TERMEZ 
Mr. Liphschutz also owns a piece of a letter-card with 5k. vignette without thunderbolts ,with the 

cancellation of this office in Type 18. 

(12) KHIVA-TOWN 
Mr. Liphschutz has now secured a 25k. Romanov with the cancellation of Khiva-Town (Fig. 89, 

B.J.R.P. 31), a worthy brother to Mr. Maslowsky's 50k. The most amazing side of this fresh discovery 
is that both stamps came from the same letter, as their cancellations coincide. Indeed, our two friends 
are now on the look out for further copies from the same original letter, which they believe was franked 
with a long set of these commemoratives. Incidentally, the date has now been ascertained to be 10.3.1915 
(the "5" out of register), that is one year earlier than first reported. 

(13) NEW-URGENCH 
Additions to check-list: lk. 1909, 10/7k. Arms 1916 (Coll. Liphschutz). 
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(14) KULDJA 
Additions to Check-List: 35k. 1902 with Type 7B, 5k. 1909 with Type 7C, both in coll. Faberge. 

(15) CHUGUCHAK 
A 4k. 1889 postcard secured by Mr. Liphschutz is cancelled with Type 1B dated 3.IV.1903, perhaps 

the earliest date known so far from this office. Mr. Faberge notified a fresh sub-type of double-circle, 
without serial letter (Fig. 171 ). 

(16) URGA 
Two more covers with the early pen-cancellations of this office have been notified by Mr. W. H. 

Adgey-Edgar: the earlier, dated in Chinese 10th day 6th moon 1878, is franked with two 5k. Russia 1866; 
the other, dated 14th day 8th moon 1879, bears one each of the 3k. and 5k. same issue. 

The same contributor notified a cover franked with 14k. Romanov cancelled with Type 7, a fresh 
addition to the Check-List, and one of the very rare instances of a letter from this office bearing a Romanov 
stamp. 

In B.J.R.P. 29, mention was made of the existence in the collection Combridge of a copy of the lR. 
1902/04 with the scarce perforation 11 ½. Another example of this variety is in the coll. Faberge, with 
Type 4B dated l 1.IV.1906. It will be remembered that the Combridge copy was dated l l.X.1907, a differ
ence of 18 months. As stamps of this high denomination are unlikely to have been stocked by traders, 
the inference is that Urga must have received more than a single sheet of this unusual perforation. 

(17) TSAIN-SHABI 
Fresh additions to the Check-List: 4k. 1909 notified by Mr. Adgey-Edgar, JR. 1909 notified by 

Mr. R. P. Knighton. · 

(18) VOLUNTEER FLEET 
The single-circle with serial "3" of this line is illustrated in Fig. 172 by courtesy of Mr. Liphschutz, 

from a registered cover sent by an officer of the cruiser Dmitri Donskoy to Revel. The cover, franked with 
five copies of the 7k. 1902, bears six impressions of this date-stamp, and a registration label of a most 
unusual shape, with 3-line inscription PAROKHOD ODESSA-VLADIVOSTOK. An item well worth 
including in the "Outstanding Covers" feature of this magazine. 

(19) R.V.A.P. 
Here is another postcard of "Outstanding Cover" standing. No information was available so 

far regarding cancellations of the ships of this Company in types other than the Standard Type "T" ovals. 
Mr. Adler has now filled this gap in our documentation by producing a 4k. stationery postcard cancelled 
with the double-circle of the s/s MONGOLIA, as in Fig. 173. The postcard also bears three Japanese 
arrival markings, one of these being the boxed PAQUEBOT in Type J.5 (Fig. 696, Part VI), another a 
circular TSURUGA similar to Type J.6 (but a further sub-type), and the third an all-Jap circular, claimed 
to be of Osaka. The date on this letter is 8.9.39, the year referring to the Meiji era, which began in 1868. 

Another fresh addition to the Check-List of this line is a 14k. KIT AI with the usual oval cancell
ation, in coll. C. D. Bailey. 

(2) KHARBIN-HOSPITAL QUARTER BRANCH P.O. 
The existence of a "GOSPITAL GORODOK" at Kharbin had been mentioned in Part V, but no 

one had ever suggested that a Branch Post Office might have operated in this quarter of the town. 
Well, Mr. Faberge has now secured a loose IR. 1899/1904 KIT AI with two incomplete impressions 

of a small double-circle (Fig. 174), where the name of the town is clearly followed by GOS ...... , the 
inscription ending at right by GORODOK. A similarly small marking had been recorded in B.J.R.P. 
30 for KORPUS.GORODOK, and it would therefore appear that both quarters had been supplied with 
Branch P.O.s at about the same time. So this is a fresh name to add to the long list of Russian P.O.s. 
Abroad-an event which is no longer frequent nowadays-and Mr. Faberge deserves warm congratul
ations for this sensational find. This still leaves INTENDANTS GORODOK to be accounted for: who 
will come first with an example from this third quarter of the Russian Town? 

(21) KHARBIN (F.P.O.) 
The list of the various cancellers issued to the CENTRAL F.P.O. is slowly increasing: the first 

example with this inscription, recorded in B.J.R.P. 29, had the serial "de" (Fig. 31, coll. Ehrman); another 
sub-type, recorded in B.J.R.P. 35 (Fig. 160, coll. Lauke) can now be stated to have the serial "ve," because 
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Mr. Liphschutz has just produced its companion with serial "ze'" (Fig. 175). This, although of smaller 
size than the others, has the word POCHTOVAYA abbreviated to POCHT., instead of a single initial 
•·P," in the two other sub-types. The item acquired by Mr. Liphschutz consists of a registered wrapper 
franked at the newspaper rate with one each of the 1 k., 7k. and 10k. 1902, and bearing three clear strikes 
of this marking, plus the registration label of the Central F.P.O. 

(22) MANCHURIA 
Fresh material from this province notified to the authors is too numerous for an itemised cover

age (particularly as regards the trains), but the following additions to the Check-Lists-limited to the 
scarcer Stations-may prove of particular interest to readers: 

(a) MANCHULI-TOWN: 50k. Romanov (coll. Adler), lR. Romanov (coll. Winterstein) 
(b) HAILAR: 10/7k. Romanov 1916 (coll. Faberge), 35k. KITAI (coll. Winterstein) 
(c) MYANGDUKHE: 15, 20, 50, 70k. 1909, lR. 1917 Imp. and 35/2k. Siberia (all in coll. Adler) 
(d) IMYANGPO: 10k. 20k. KITAI, 15 Cents 1917 (coll. Winterstein) 
(e) BUKHEDU: 50k. KITAI, 50 cents 1917 (coll. Winterstein) 
(f) HANDAOKHETZE: 2 Cents 1917 (coll. Bailey) 
(g) SHUANCHENPU: 50k. 1909 (coll. Peel) 
(h) KWANGCHENTZE: lR. Romanov (coll. Adler), lk. 1917 Imp. (coll. Faberge, a block of 15 stamps 
cancelled with the recently recorded sub-type illustrated in Fig. 148 in B.J.R.P. 34). 

Another canceller of this office, with serial "be" at right, and with name spelt with a "D" (KUAN
CHENDZY) has been notified by Mr. Faberge on a block of 6 of the lk. Romanov (Fig. 176). 

(23) POST AGE DUE MARKINGS 
These are seldom seen from Offices Abroad: Fig. 177 shows the oval used at Kharbin-Town, noti

fied by Mr. Knighton, while Fig. 178 reproduces the oval of Line 264, notified by Mr. Liphschutz. 

OUTSTANDING COVERS 

Michel Liphschutz and H. F. Blease 

Ever since Dr. Alfred Wortman reported the sensational news to us that Mr. Michel Liphschutz 
(Neuilly-sur-Seine) had no less than two covers in his superlative collection showing combinations of 
Zemstvo-lmperial-Zemstvo posts, we have been most anxious to feature them in the Journal. As far 
as we know, collectors in England have never seen any such examples and the belief has been, in the past, 
that such combinations did not exist. We are therefore delighted that Mr. Liphschutz has most kindly 
agreed to us featuring these covers, the first time thay have ever been illustrated, also providing us with 
comprehensive notes on the covers for our publication. Mr. Liphschutz modestly states that he does 
not think his two covers are the only ones, and believes that a third cover of this type exists in the collection 
of M. Larisch in Munich. 

In discussing the unusual combination, Mr. Liphschutz says: "As you know, one of the main rules 
of the Zemstvo regulations in 1870 was that Zemstvos were not allowed to carry the mail directly from 
one district to another. In this case the mail was carried to the chief town of the first Zemstvo district, 
then forwarded by the Imperial Post to the chief fown of the second Zemstvo district, and finally delivered 
by this last. So if we can say with certainty that the combination of two different Zemstvos does not 
exist, the combination of two different Zemstvos with Imperial Post must be quite normal! The only 
reasons for the rarity of these covers is that the postal relations between small villages were very poor, 
and the principal mail carried by the Zemstvo post was from the village to the chief town to the village 
(one Zemstvo stamp) and also from the village to a town in Russia and back (one Zemstvo stamp and one 
Imperial stamp)." 

(I) DANKOV-BOGORODSK ZEMSTVO COVER 
Cover sent from a village depending on the Dankov district, to a village in Bogorodsk district. 

It is franked by the Dankov stamp (Schmidt No. 4) cancelled with manuscript cross, then given to the 
Imperial Post of Dankov, franked with the 7k. Imperial Arms type stamp, cancelled with Dankov post
mark dated 14/12/1891, and forwarded to the Imperial Post Office of Bogorodsk, where it was cancelled 
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15/12/1891, and finally forwarded to the Bogorodsk Zemstvo to be delivered, being franked with a Bogo
rodsk Zemstvo stamp (Schmidt No. 58) cancelled by the Zemstvo postmark of Bogorodsk, 17/12/91. 
(For illustration see centre pages). 

(2) IRBIT-USTSYSOLSK ZEMSTVO COVER 
This is a cover containing money, sent from a village in lrbit Zemstvo to a village in Ustsysolsk 

Zemstvo. The cover is franked with Irbit stamp (Schmidt No. 7) cancelled by manuscript cross; the 
Imperial Post is represented by the seals of insured correspondence ('Strakhovaia Korrespondentsia') of 
the Irbit Imperial Post Office, and the postmark of the Irbit Imperial P.O. dated 18/1/1889. The cover 
was then sent to the Ustsysolsk Imperial Post Office (postmark of Ustsysolsk P.O. 2/2/1889) and at last 
delivered by the Zemstvo of Ustsysolsk, b<!ing franked with an Ustsysolsk Zemstvo stamp (Schmidt No. 21) 
cancelled 'NEOPLACHENO' (unpaid) of Ustsysolsk (to be paid by the addressee).) (For illustration 
see centre pages). , 

From the collection of Mr. H. F. Blease (Trowbridge) we are very pleased to be able to illustrate 
two splendid covers, both of which will be a delight to collectors of Imperial stamps. 

(3) RUSSIA No. 1 ON COVER FROM ASTRAKHAN TO SARATOV 
No. 1 stamps of Russia are always fine to see on cover, but this particular cover (see illustration 

in the centre pages) is even outstanding among No. I's! The stamp is cancelled by the framed rectang
ular ASTRAKHAN 13 APR. 1858, itself a rarity, and there is a splendid receiving cancellation of an 
unusual double circle type reading V'SARATOVIE POLUTCHENO APR. 17 ('In Saratov Received'). 
This cover has already been mentioned in the Journal (B.J.R.P. 24, page 771) but from our illustration, 
readers can see for themselves just how outstanding this cover is. 

(4) 7k. ARMS TYPE (1883 ISSUE) IMPERFORATE ON COVER 
Imperforate copies of 7k. Arms type (horizontally laid paper) are by no means easy to find, but to 

find one used on cover is most exceptional. What is so pleasing about this cover of Mr. Blease's is that 
it has been mailed on a postal wagon, the cancellation reading POTCHTOVII VAGON No. 14 x 2 x 
relating to the railway route Voronezh-Moscow. The date of the cancellation is 29 April, 1888. The 
cover is backstamped Moscow, the same day, on the reverse. 

OUTSTANDING ITEMS 

H. F. Blease 

(I) AN IMPERIAL STAMP BOOKLET OF THE ST. PETERSBURG POST OFFICE 
In an early issue of the Journal (B.J.R.P. No. 4, page 68) Mr. Blease briefly described his Imperial 

Russian stamp booklet, but we have always felt that such an item has long deserved illustration, and we 
are pleased that he has allowed us to photograph it and describe it once again in these pages. Items 
of this nature must be extremely rare, and we ourselves have never heard of another example, although, 
of course, similar items may exist in famous collections on the Continent or in the U.S.A. 

The cover is of thin yellow card some 85.5 mm. x 40 mm. opening lengthways. On front of the 
cover is the Imperial double-eagle, with crossed posthorns and thunderbolts, around which is an orna
mental design (see the illustrations in the centre pages). On the back, there is a similar ornamental 
design, but with the inscription (in Russian) 

'ST. PETERSBURG POST OFFICE 

Series of Postage Stamps value IR.98k. 

Price 2 Roubles.' 

There is no other printing on the inside of the booklet, which consists (as shown in the illustrations) 
of three blocks of six 7k. stamps; three blocks of six 3k. stamps; and 3 blocks of six lk. stamps. All 
stamps are of the 1909 Arms type issue. It is understood that the booklets were assembled by hand and 
took six minutes each to make. Examination shows that the booklets were made up from regular sheets, 
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selvedge from the edge of the sheet not being removed so that the blocks could be stapled into the booklet. 
As shown in the centre pages, the lk. stamps were taken from the bottom of the sheet, as they are in 
inverted format compared to the other values. There must have been a great deal of 'wastage' since 
blocks of six are about the worst combiriation the Post Office could have selected from sheets of 100 
(which were divided, of course, into panes of 5 x 5 stamps). In fact, out of any given sheet of 100, only 
8 booklet panes could be extracted! 

Each booklet pane was interleaved by ordinary plain white paper, of a 'bank paper· texture. Pre
sumably this booklet was sold only by the St. Petersburg Head Office; whether similar booklets were 
issued by Moscow or other post offices, is·not known. We congratulate Mr. Blease on the possession 
of such a scarce item, all the more desirable by it being in quite complete and mint condition. 
(2) VARIETIES OF THE 1883 ARMS TYPE ISSUE (HOR. LAID) 

These splendid varieties, also from the H. F. Blease collection, naturally follow on from the second 
of his 'Outstanding Covers.' As illustrated in the centre pages, he is able to show us a 3k. stamp used, 
with inverted background; a pair of the lk. (cancelled at Moscow) showing a seriously misplaced back
ground; a 7k. mint with inverted background (although it is regretted that an indication of the background 
has not been 'picked up' in the block); a 7k. imperforate, mint; a pair of 2k. imperforate, with background 
misplaced (cancelled at Moscow); and, finally, a pair of 7k. imperf. with misplaced background (again 
we must regret that the background of this value does not show in the illustration). 

EARLY POSTAL INFORMATION FROM "MIESIATZOSLOV" FOR 1833 

V. von Rychter 

"Miesiatzoslov" is a very ancient name of Russian calendars. It is composed of two words
'miesiatz'-a month, and 'slovo'-word, and its exact meaning is the description of monthly events. 
Before Peter the Great (1672-1725) calendars used to be edited by the Clergy. With the latter Czar 
who was a great reformer in all senses, calendars increased their scope. Peter the Great needed capable 
men and he picked them wherever he could. In his entourage, besides Russians, there were many for
eigners, among them some Scotsmen such as Gordon, Ogilvy and Bruce. It was under the guidance of 
Jack Bruce that the first non-ecclesiastical calendar was published in 1702. It bore the name of 'Bruce's 
Calendar' for a long time. Bruce was a very versatile man; he enjoyed the reputation of an astronomer, 
an astrologer, a chemist, and even of. ... a wizard! He was not always honest in his dealings and was 
often convicted by court. The Czar, however, used to pardon him, as he did many others. Bruce was 
a commander of all artillery, of naval and artillery schools, of an engineering academy and manufactor
ies. For the part he took in the successful conclusion of the Nystadt Peace with Sweden in 1721 he was 
promoted to Field-Marshal and granted the title of Count. 

Bruce's first calendar was a great success and as the years passed its popularity grew. In Peter 
the First's time five hundred copies of it were issued; in 1759, copies numbered 15,000. They were printed 
in the typography of the Academy of Science. Nowadays, these calendars, even those of a later date, 
are very rare and are very much coveted by the bibliophile. The actual calendar from which I want to 
quote a few extracts dates from 1833. The copy has 302 page~, made up of fifty chapters in quarto, with 
portraits of Emperor Nicholas I, of the Empress Alexandra, and the Czarevitch (heir) Alexander. It 
contains a great deal of interesting information. I will tramlate only the chapters that concern the postal 
service and may be of interest to the meml>:!rs of our Society. 

(Note: The high postal rates of that time may surprise the reader. It require.s some explanation. 
We have to take into consideration that until the money reform by Kanksin c.1840, the money system in 
Russia was not based on gold reserve. It was very much upset as a result of many wars and the paper 
money in circulation was deprived of value. V. R.). 

(p.293/4) St. Petersburg's Rates for Letters to the more important countries and cities abroad 
(per "lot"=c. -! OURCe): 

To England via Sweden, from 1st April until 1st December 
do. 1st December until 1st April 

To England via Hamburg and Holland 
To Sweden from 1st April until 1st December 

do. 1st December until 1st April 
To Memel 
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2R. 17k. 
2R. 21k. 
4R. 35k. 

57k. 
61k. 
75k. 
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Via -Memel and Prussia: 

To Portugal and Spain 9R. 15k. To Norway 
To Bordeaux and Marseilles 
To Lyons 

7R. 23k. To Bohemia and Italy 
6R. 87k. To Berlin 

To Paris 5R. 61k. To Koenigsberg 
To Antwerp 
To Brussels 

4R. 59k. To Dresden and Leipzig 
4R. 41k. To Hamburg and Denmark 

To Switzerland 4R. 35k. To Breslau 
To Amsterdam and Rotterdam 
To Frankfort on Main 

4R. 29k. To Frankfort on Oder 

To Weymar 
To Brunswick 

3R. 87k. To Stettin 
3R. 63k. To Danzig 
3R. 51k. 

Via Dubossary (Prov. of Kherson) 

To Constantinople IR. 40k. 
To Bucharest IR. 20k. 
To Jassy 1 R. IOk. 

Via Radzivillov (Prov. Volga) 

To Italy 
To Austria, Hungary, Bohemia 
To Galicia and Moravia 

2R. 13 k. 
JR. 73Jk. 
- 97!k. 

(p.289) St. Petersburg's Postal Rates ·for letters (for a lot=c.} ounce) and parcels (for a pound) 

To the provinces ("gubernia" and "Oblast"):-

Armenia, Yenisey, Yakutsk, Omsk, Tobolsk 
Kiev, Penza, Poltava, Simbirsk, Slobodskaya, Ukraine, etc. 
Vitebsk, Vologda, Courland, Livonia, Moscow, Smolensk, 

Yaroslav etc. 
To the Province of St. Petersburg 
To all the Kingdom of Poland (Warsaw) 
To all the Dukedom of Finland 

(p.282) Timetable for the mail from and to St. Petersburg 

-R. 100k. 
-R. 70k. 

Tver, 
-R. 40k. 
-R. 20k. 
-R. 89k. 
-R. 50-20k. 

3R. 51k .. 
3R. 39k. 
2R. 67k. 
IR. 43k. 
3R. 27k. 
3R. 15k. 
3R. 03k. 
2R. 55k. 
2R. 31k. 
JR. 87k. 

From and to Moscow (c.470 miles): (a) light: arrival each day except Thursday; bringing from Moscow 
and towns of this province, also from the provinces of Tver and Novgorod, depart each day, except Sunday~ 
(b) heavy; arrival on Wednesday and Saturday. From and to Riga (c.380 miles): arrival on Tuesday and 
Sunday; departure on Wednesday and Saturday. From and to Viborg (c.80 miles) arrival on Tuesday 
and Saturday; departure on Wednesday and Saturday. The letters are carried in and out from all Fin
land, Sweden, England, Scotland, Ireland, and America. From and to White Russia and Little Russia; 
Arrival on Sunday and Tuesday; departure on Wednesday and Saturday. The letters are carried in and 
out from the provinces: Kiev (c.840 miles); Chernigov (c.740 miles); Poltava (c.960 miles); Minsk (c.607 
miles); Smolensk (c.470 miles); Tavrid'a (Sevastopol c.1420 miles); Ekaterinoslav (c.1070 miles); Pskov 
(c.210 miles); Vitevsk (c.418 miles); Mogilev (c.523 miles); Kherson (Dubossary c.1100 miles); Volhynia 
(Zhitomir c.850 miles); Podolia (Kaminetz-Podolsk c.1000 miles); Bessarabia (Khotin c.1015 miles), also 
from Luga (c.95 miles) and Yatchina (c.30 miles), and in winter from Sophia and Tsarskoe Selo (c.15 miles). 
Heavy mail from White Russia, arrival on Sunday and Tuesday; departure on Wednesday and Satur
day. From and to Arkhangelsk; arrival on Friday, departure on Tuesday. The letters are carried in 
and out from the provinces of Arkhangel (c.750 miles) and Olonetz (Petrozavodsk c.313 miles). From 
and to Yaroslav (c.500 miles); arrival on Tuesday and Saturday; departure on Tuesday and Friday; the 
letters are carried in and out from the provinces of Yaroslav, Kostroma, Vologda, partly from Novgorod 
and Novaya Ladoga and Schlisselburg (c.40 miles). From and to Kronstadt (c.24 miles); winter time: 
departure on Tuesday and Friday; arrival on Wednesday and Saturday; the letters are carried in and out 
from Kronstadt and Oranienbaum (c.24 miles). Extra mail from Memel; arrival on Sunday, Wednesday 
and Tuesday; departure on Wednesday and Saturday; letters are carried out and in from Prussia and all 
Western countries. Extra mail from and to Odessa and Radzivillov; arrival on Monday, Wednesday and 
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Friday; departure on Tuesday and Friday; the letters are carried in and out from Vitevsk, Mogilev, Zhito
mir, Kiev, Radzivillov, Berdichev (c.900 miles), Tulezin (c.995 miles), Dubossary, Odessa, (c.1200 miles), 
Austria and all South-Western countries, and via Bessarabia-from Turkey. Extra mail from Tiflis 
(c.1750 miles); arrival on Saturday, departure on Tuesday; letters are carried in and out from Tula, 
Voronezh, Cherkassk, Stavropol (c.1400 miles) and Tillis. At St. Petersburg all four Post Offices are 
working every day (except Sunday) from 8 a.m. until 12 noon; the Main Post Office until 2 p.m. and also 
is open in the evening for the extra mails. 
(p.286) From the mail timetable of Moscow, we extract only the following routes: (a) from and to Astra
khan (c.920 miles); light; departure on Friday, arrival on Friday ; letters are carried to and from the pro
vinces of Riazan (c.130 miles), Tambov (c.310 miles), Saratov (c.600 miles) and Astrakhan. Heavy mail; 
departure on Monday, arrival on Sunday. (b) To and from Siberia; light; departure on Wednesday, 
arrival on Saturday. Letters are carried to and from the provinces: Irkutsk (c.3600 miles); Yeniseysk 
(c.3200 miles), Tomsk (c.2540 miles), Omsk (c.2000 miles), Vladimir (c.120 miles), Nizhni-Novogorod 
(c.300 miles), Kazan (c.540 miles), Viatka (c.700 miles), Perm (c.900 miles), Tobolsk (c.15(i() miles), Oren
burg (c.980 miles), Simbirsk (c.500 miles), Penza (c.4(i() miles), and Saratov (c.600 miles), etc. 

In this calendar, so full of various information like a small encyclopaedia, we find also most inter
esting notes of its owner, who used to write his diary on spare pages. His name was Vladimir Rimsky
Korsakov, a noble man of the province of Moscow, he was born at Marienverder (Prussia) in 1761 during 
.the war with Prussia, when Frederick the Great was defeated and Berlin taken by the Russians. 

A 70k. IMPERIAL POSTAL FORGERY 

H. G. L. Fletcher and W. P. Fletcher 

Through the kindness of Mr. Fritz Billig (New York) who sent along a used single, and to Mr. 
Cecil W. Roberts (Shepton Beauchamp), who loaned a pair used on piece, we are able to illustrate and 
annotate this Postal Forgery. 
1902-4. 70 kop. orange and brown, with thunderbolts. (S.G. 75) 

Comb. perf. 14! x 14½, vertically laid paper; typographed. 
Postal Forgery 
Lithographed on white wove paper; line perf. 15 x 14½. 
Size 17 x 22¾ mm., slightly wider than the genuine, which is 16¾ x 22! mm. 
Overall size, outside perforations,is 18¾ x 23¾ mm.,much shorter than the genuine, which is 19 x 25¼ mm. 
Figures '7' and 'O' in the four corners are separated, whilst they are joined in the genuine especially in the 

NE corner. 
Background of uneven scattered dots, not in regular pattern as genuine. 
10 feathers in left wing; 11 in genuine. 
10 feathers in right wing, lower feathers very separated; joined in genuine. 
Central Eagle's necks are not separated at the bottom, as in the genuine. 
Thunderbolts and posthorns very poor compared with genuine. 
Lettering round centre appears larger, with poor serifs. 
Single known used, cancelled LODZ la 28.4.05. (F. F. Billig collection). 
Pair known used, cancelled LODZ la 9.3.05, on parcel docket. (C. W. Roberts collection) . 
. Single known used, cancelled LODZ la 25.2.05. (Illustrated Billig·s Philatelic Handbook IX). 

(The recently issued Imperial catalogue of the Cercle-Philatelique France-U.R.S.S. states that a 
7k. as well as the 70k. described above, came from the same source in Lodz. Apart from cancellations 
of Lodz, copies are also seen used at Bielostock. The catalogue says that copies are rare, and are very 
interesting when found on letters and money transfer orders. It would seem that these forgeries were 
being used by a Post Office employee.-Ed.). 
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REVIEWS OF NEW LITERATURE 

Les Timbres-poste de la Russie lmperiale. ("The Postage Stamps of Imperial Russia"). Published by 
the Cerc/e Philatelique France-U.R.S.S., 8 rue de la Vrilliere, Paris ler., France. May 1964. (In 
French). 104 pp. Well illustrated in line and half tone. Price l6F. 

We knew that the new Specialised Catalogue of Imperial Russia was on its way from the Cercle 
Philatelique France-U.R.S.S., and it was interesting to speculate how it would turn out. For the writing 
of a specialised catalogue is not an easy task. Even if you have assiduously collected all the details
can you compress them sufficiently, and yet not too much? If you want an encyclopaedia, it will be a 
major work both in time and expense. The "Used Abroad" work of Simon Tchilinghirian and Bill 
Stephen took years to write, and six volumes each close on 100 pages. Where to draw the line-that is 
the difficulty. 

Clearly M . Gabriel Citerne (President of the Cercle), M. Ch. Godard (Vice President) and the other 
members of the Cercle who helped in the production of this work came up against this obstacle, but we 
must hand it to them-they have acquitted themselves well-and the new Imperial catalogue is a milestone 
in Russian Philately. How did they tackle it? First some Geographical details of Russia, with a list of 
Governm:nts as they were in 1860. Then some Historical data, followed by a little Postal History, includ
ing early postal rates, details of the first postal stationery envelopes and essays for the first adhesive stamps 
followed by notes on early postal tariffs concluded with other countries and the U.P.U. in the 19th Cen
tury. Brief details of successive issues of the Imperial period, followed by a chapter on sheet arrange
ments and layouts for various issues including notes on perforation changes, and details of printing, tech
niques, with brief descriptions of errors to be found. The Russian alphabet is given, and its transliter
ation into French, followed by a series of translations Russian/French, which are most useful (even the 
specialist can refresh his memory with some of these) giving numbers; months of the year; contractions 
and other expressions used by the Russian Post Office. 

Then to the catalogue itself, which begins with the postal stationery envelopes of 1845 issued at 
St. Petersburg and carries through with all issues of stationery until 1917. Prices are given both for unused 
and use<l. One innovation is the inclusion of tables showing envelopes sold in different years up until 
1879. Needless to say, this information is of great interest, and this reviewer cannot recollect seeing it 
before, unless it was published in the Prigara Handbook. Before comm~ncing with the adhesives them
selves, charts and illustrations are given showing notable essays and varieties. The stamps are dealt with 
in greater detail than in any catalogue yet published, Again, where possible, numbers sold are given of 
each stamp, for each year of issue, and there is valuable data on forgeries. The whole of the Imperial 
issues are dealt with meticulously up to and including the overprints of the Phrygian bonnet and crossed 
swords, and "Izvestia'" announcement of the Abdication of the Czar. 

After the stamps come some eighteen pages of notes on Imperial cancellations. To the newcomer 
these notes are very useful, but they can be frustratingly brief to the philatelist who wants to use the catal
ogue as a standard reference work. For example, the location of the dots postmarks are given for the 
shortest lists, but for the longer rectangular, hexagonal, and truncated triangular cancellations, lists were 
excluded presumably due to shortage of space. Basic types of later Russian and Polish cancellations 
are mentioned, and examples shown of "Porto," "Franco" and " Aus Russland" cachets applied to mail 
en route to the west. Illustrations are given, however, of all the St. Petersburg and Moscow numeral 
cancellations, and there are brief notes on Postal Wagon cancellations, but only the locations of the first 
fifty routes are given, again doubtless due to space considerations. The notes on cancellations conclude 
by a reference to the "Mutes" of the First World War. A useful chapter on Zemstvo stamps follows, 
which though general in approach, docs give the text of the Decree of 3rd September, 1870 setting up the 
Zemstvo Posts. There is also a list of Z-emstvos that actually issued stamps, and their appropriate admini
strative Government. 

Altogether, we thought the new catalogue an excellent piece of work. After going so far we should 
have liked to have seen the Dots Cancellations listed completely, and also the listing of Railway Route 
numbers. However, the listing of the stamps and the postal stationery is, after all, the main purpose of 
the volume, and this seems to have been done thoroughly and well. We recommend the catalogue
and we are sure that all collectors of Russia will want this book, for it is a valuable addition to the book
shelf. Naturally it will be pulled to pieces by the pundits, and criticised by collectors-but that is the 
fate of every catalogue. Even so, the Cercle can rest assured that it has published a first-class work. 
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··•TJ,e Postage Stamp" ("Potchto11aya Marka") by L. N. and M. Williams. (/11 Russian). 180 pp. and 16 pp. 
-0/ plates. Published by lzdate/stvo "Svya=" 1964, Moscow. Priming 60,000 copies. Price 62k. 

This well-known "Pelican" paperback has been translated into Russian and is now on sale in Mos
-cow. It was interesting to see the copy kindly sent to us by a correspond-~nt in Russia, and is another 
pointer to the increased interest b-!ing shown in philatelic literature in that country. As far as we know, 
the text is unaltered, but as we have no English copy by us, we cannot check. We believe there has been 
some notes added and there is a chapter on the growth of philately in Russia. The plates are probably 
different to those in the English publication since we note a preponderance of Russian issues illustrated, 
including a whole plate of Zemstvo stamps. The front pag•'.! of the first philatelic magazine-"The Stamp 
·Collectors' Magazine" of 1863 is reproduced, as it probably was in the original. The opening remarks 
are rather well-known ,but seem reinforced with a political flavour now th•'.! book has been published in 
Moscow. Just listen to this-"Have you a yellow Saxon T' "I want a Russian." 'TII give a red Pruss
ian for a blue Brunswicker." "Will you exchange a Russian for a black English?" "l wouldn't give 
a Russian for twenty English!" ..... . 

The Joumal of the Rossica Society of Russian Philately. No. 67. 1964. Edited by Dr. Gregory B. Salis
.bury, 49th and Locust Streets, Philadelphia, 39, Pa., U.S.A. 82 pages and 5 pages of illustrations. 

No. 67 of our contemporary and rival has arrived, once again offering an immense array of interest
ing articles. How members of B.S.R.P. can do without "Rossica" we do not know, any more (we say 
with a polite cough) than Rossica members can do without B.J.R.P. If you do:i't subscribe to "Ro3sica", 
Mr. John Barry (77a St. James' Road, Sutton, Surrey) can make it ea3y for you if you live in U.K., and 
can arrange that you are placed on the mailing list. We note that U.S. subscriptions are now four dollars, 
indicative of the constantly increasing costs we are all having to face, but we undcJ,"stand ,for the moment 
at least, that subscriptions for U.K. members can still be accepted at 20/- (So hurry!). 

Following an Editorial by Dr. Salisbury, E. Marcovitch writes a most interesting five page r,:!port 
on PHlLATEC-the Paris Exhibition of 1964. Our own C. W. Roberts giv.:s some facts about the 
stamps issued during th,: Polish Occupation of the Ukraine in 1919, the bona fid,:!s of which he is a sup
porter, and feels they should achieve catalogue status. Two covers are illustrated showing these stamps, 
which are surcharged by handstamp. The second instalment of "The Transmission of Mails on Steam
ers in Russia'' by N. I. Sokolov (trans. Kurt Adler) was eagerly looked fo:-, a!ld gives valuableinform"ltion 
on the early postal services between Russia and Turkey, hitherto unpu':llished. We look forward to the 
third instalment of this serial. John Lloyd concludes a commentary on his collection of Imperial issues 
used during the period 1917-1923, whilst Andrew Cronin gives som-'.! information on the Bulgarian colonies 
in South Bessarabia, including a list of P.O's culled from records held by Dr. R. Seichter. D. N. Minchev 
also writes on Bulgarian philately with details of a cover sent by the Russian Field Post there in 1917. 
O. A. Faberge writes, as usual, a splendid and authoritative article on Normal and lnvert-~d Backgrounds 
on Imperial Savings Bank and Control stamps, which will clearly repay close study, should the reader 
possess many of these issues. A well written and intensely interesting contribution comes from the pen 
of member C. P. Bulak on the Zemstvo issues of Poltava. Apart from a great deal of data reproduced 
from Schmidt, the writer discusses the possible scale of postal operations conducted by the Poltava Zem
stvo District. lt is very illuminating and Zemstvo collectors will want to read this. Jacques Posell gives 
some fresh information on the Russian Consular stamps of 1913 which he has receiv~d from a collector 
in Kiev; whilst Michael Rayhack submits an interesting little piece about a projected issue for Manchuria 
in 1914 (having been first published in "The Manchurian Collector" in April 1936). Rimma Sklarevski 
gives details of some forgeries of the Lenin Mourning Issue, whilst E. Fomin writes about modern station
ery envelopes with pictorial designs, of the U .S.S.R. His listing of only 117 in the ten years to 1964 seems 
comparatively few to us, and we wonder if it is complete. The same writer gives -some interesting notes 
on modern Soviet stamps. Andrew Cronin covers "Transfer Varieties of the 1950 Kalinin Set," whilst 
Dr. C. de Stackelberg writes on "The Historical Background of the' Asobny Atrad' stamps." Fred W. 
Speers writes up a fascinating cover of 1812 from Smolensk, the letter being written by a French Officer 
in Napoleon's Grand Armee. V. Popov writes an extremely interesting article on certain Kashgar covers 
and poses some pretty questions about them. And we value the help given to the writer by the cook in 
the Nyack Chinese restaurant, in translating the Chinese characters on the covers! We cannot help won
dering how much chop-suey the author had to consume for all this assistance, however, and we look for
ward to further details!! C. P. Bulak continues his extracts from "Mongolia and the Mongols"; D. N. 
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Minchev writes up a second cover from Bulgaria; but one of the shortest articles in the issue is perhaps 
the most important, and we give it full marks. This comprises information taken from a book by Miss 
E. R. Christie who gives what must be the reason for the total lack of Khiva town cancellations prior to 
World War I. Miss Christie found, when she visited Khiva in 1912 that there was no post office there 
at all, and any mail had to be taken to Novi Urgentch in a most haphazard manner. "Used Abroad" 
collectors will have to "dig this," and our congratulations to Greg Salisbury for unearthing this sensational 
piece of information. H. G. Cobb has some interesting news to impart on Faberge and Schmidt Zemstvo 
catalogues and this is followed by Chapters V and VI of "The Ancient Russian Posts" by Maria Niko
laevna Vitashevskaya. Our member G. Torrey discusses Turkish stamps used in Batum during the Turk
ish occupation of 1918. We had heard of these although examples must be very rare. It was nice to 
hear that the existence of a Turkish Post Office between 1871 and 1878 had been proved, using a special 
hexagonal cancellation reading "Batum' in Turkish script. D. N. Minchev contributes some notes on 
Bulgarian Erinnophilia, and Rimma Sklarevski gives some further notes on early R.S.F.S.R. issues, which 
should repay close study, and later, some descriptions of certain interesting Imperial cancellations. The 
issue concludes with a series of short book reviews-certainly nothing like the length of this one .... !!! 

Vorphilatelie im Balticum. by Harry von Hofmann. 14 pp. of duplicated foolscap, with illustrations (in 
German). Obtainable from Harry v Hofmann, 2 Hamburg 26, Marienthaler Str. 163a Germany Price 
DM 6-. (or 10/6 or 1.50 dollars (U.S.)). 

Bundesarbeit sgemeinschaft Lett/and im BdPh. Gildegruppe Lett/and in der Poststempelgilde "Rhein-Donau" 
e.V. Rundbrief No. 39 October 1964; Rundbrief No. 40 January 1965. Edited by Harry v. Hofmann, 
2 Hamburg 26, Marienthaler Str. 163a., Germany. Each issue in foolscap format of 8 pages, produced by 
offset lithography. Illustrations in line. Subscriptions for four issues (one year) DM 6-. (10/6 or 1.50 
dollars (U.S.)). 

The publications of our member Harry von Hofmann richly deserve review in our Journal. It is 
true that not many collectors in England can read German (nor indeed can this "reviewer") but even so, 
it is clear that collectors interested in the Baltic countries are missing valuable information if they fail to 
see these publications. "Vorphilatelie im Balticum" comprises a listing of known post offices, and pre
stamp markings from the Baltic provinces of Imperial Russia, the latter illustrated wherever possible. 
Altogether Mr. von Hofmann lists some 117 post offices, not a bad tally, with an encouraging number of 
markings actually illustrated. A useful map is also provided. 

The "Rundbrief" is an excellent little production, and No. 39 includes news of up-to-date Baltic 
cancellations; reviews of literature; details of interesting cancellations of various periods, including notes 
on the rare "K.P." markings of Riga. No. 40 follows a similar pattern, but we note a listing of articles 
from B.J.R.P. and Rossica pertaining to Baltic subjects. 

France-U.R.S.S. Philatelie (Le Timbre Sovietique). New Series No. 4 (October 1964); No. 5 (January 1965). 
Organ of the Cercle Phi/atelique France-U.R.S.S. Price lF.50. Edited by Gabriel Citerne, 8 rue de la 
Vrilliere, Paris ler., France. (in French). 

No. 4 comments on the visit to Russia Cercle members made last year, and also gives a report on 
the displays of Russian collections at PHILATEC written by Ch. Godard. I. Vovin points out that the 
recent Soviet Catalogue of Special Cancellations completely omitted the rare cancellation used at the 6th 
International Esperanto Congress held at Leningrad in 1926. More than that, he illustrates two distinct 
handstamps that were evidently in use. Both must be rare-but how interesting! Details of new issues 
from both Russia and France are given, whilst the interesting article on Envelopes and Cards of the Russ
ian Red Cross is continued with issues from Riga, Sevastopol, Zhitomir, Simbirsk, Simferopol, Syzran, 
Chernigov and Chereporetz. Our member Ch. Godard gives a page of amendments and additions to the 
Cercle's Imperial catalogue. No. 5, apart from Society news, reproduces the Imperial Post Office docu
ment authorising the introduction of stamped envelopes in 1845; varieties found on modern Soviet issues 
(a useful column, this); the usual listing of new issues; and a further part of the article on Red Cross stat
ionery (this time listing issues from Warsaw and Vilna); and an interesting article on a special Soviet can
cellation of Kiev used in 1957, showing how to distinguish between no Jess than five handstamps of the 
same design. 

Journal of Chinese Philately. Issued by the China Philatelic Society of London, and edited by W/Cmdr. 
P. I. Padget, 30 Clarence Gro1•e Road, Weston-super-Mare, Somerset. No. 113 (August 1964); No. 114 
(October 1964); and No. 115 (December 1964). 
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Three more issues of this bi-monthly are to hand, which offer (No. 113) .. Waterlow Dragon" Can
cellations by P. I. Padget; The .. Small " Postage Due Overprint of Wuhu by E. N. Lane; The Treaty 
Port Local Posts of China (Amoy and Chefoo) also by E. N. Lane; a continuation of .. The Early Revenue 
Stamps of the Chinese Peoples' Government 1949-52" by A. W. Bendig; (No. 114) The Mongolian Nat
ional Posts by A. Cronin (reprinted from the Bulgarian magazine .. Philatelen Pregled .. ); The Unissued 
Definitive Series of Mengkiang by R. Townsend; The Postmarks of Darien 1952-1958 by G. E. Wilson; 
Further details of Treaty Port Local Posts (Chungking) by E. N. Lane; Kewkiang Postal Stationery Cards 
by P. I. Padget; (No. 115) The Japanese Period in Formosa (1895-1945) Part II by E. N. Lane; an appreci
ation of the late Sir Percival David et.; The Overprinted "Horse and Dragon" stamps of Formosa (1888) 
by P. I. Padget; Contributions to a Far East Bibliography by James Negus; and Treaty Port Local Posts 
(Foochow) by E. N. Lane. Society News and New Issue Lists are included in each issue. 
The Collectors' Club Philatelist. Vol. 43, No. 5. September 1964. (The bi-monthly journal of The Col
lectors' Club, New York). 

We do not normally review philatelic periodicals of a general nature in this column, but the Septem
ber issue of the "C.C.P." contains a most excellent article by our member Derek Palmer. "Poland: The 
1944-1946 Cancellations:· The article lists many provisional cancellations quite a number being illus
trated in an excellent series of photographs. We warmly recommend this article to readers interested in 
Polish issues of the post-war period. Also included in the same issue is a short report of a display given 
to the Collectors' Club by Capt. B. Rogers-Tillstone, R.N. of the Royal Philatelic Society, London. This 
comprised an interesting show of Zemstvo covers. 

TWO STALWARTS 
The Annual General Meeting of the Society, held in October last, was hardly a happy occasion 

for the Sodety. Two of our very best friends, Will Huddy and John Barry, felt that owing to continued 
poor health, they could not offer themselves for re-election to their respective posts as Hon. Treasurer 
and Hon. Secretary. The names of Will and John had been so closely identified with B.S.R.P. that it 
seemed almost impossible to visualise the Society without them occupying these posts. Slowly, thanks 
to the unstinted efforts of Mr. F. E. A. Eades (who took over from Will) and Mr. John Lloyd (who took 
over from namesake John) we are slowly moving away from the certain catastrophe we felt would surely 
follow the retirement of the two stalwarts. 

WILL HUDDY 
(left) 

and 
JOHN BARRY 

(right) 
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The Committee gave considerable ihought on how the So:iety should recognise the enormous 
debt they owe to Will and John, and it was eventually decided to present each with a sterling silver salver, 
suitably engraved by hand, which would be a memento of our esteem. The salvers were presented just 
after Christmas. and it is clear that both recipients were delighted. We managed to photograph the 
salvers before presentation, and the picture of them is reproduced below. In addition, the Committee 
felt that some signal honour should also be bestowed upon our friends, and it was decided to invest them 
with Honorary Life Membership of the Society, an appropriate letter to this effect being sent by our 
President. Only one other Life Membership has been conferred by our Society, and this was to Sir 
John Wilson. Bart., in recognition of his valuable services to Russian philately. 

Will Huddy is truly a stalwart of the Society. He was one of the original seven who met at the 
112 Strand premises of the late Albert H. Harris, on 31st October, 1936, to convcne .. The Russian Study 
Circl•:·· as it was then called. From that day-until last October-Will has been Hon. Treasurer of the 
Society-no less a period than 28 years. In addition. he was President continuously from 1938 to 1945; 
Exchange Packet Superintendent from 1939 to 1946; and co-Editor of the Journal (with Dr. Alfred Wort
man) from 1946 to 1951. Will's collecting interests in Russian philately are wide, but he has, perhaps, 
concentrated on Levan.I, Imperials, and early Soviet stamps. Will comm:nced collecting Russia whilst 
a young man. and recalls a friend urging him to specialise in them. "They arc pretty little stamps", he 
said, ··and not a lot is known about them." How times have changed! faid,:nce of some of his fine 
material can b·! seen when glancing through past issues of th.: Journal, and members who regularly attend 
the °London meetings have many times been astonished by the exceptional material Will has becnal)leto 
show. Will Huddy is a Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society, London, and an ex-President of Plymouth 
Philatelic Society. 

John Barry, although he cannot claim to have attended the original meeting in 1936, was appointed 
Hon. Secretary at the first meeting held after hostilities had ceased, and continued in this office until 
October, 1964-a period altogether of 19 years. John bccame,.Presid•:!nt in 1952, and also served as 
co-Editor of the Journal from 1952 to 1957. This, however, is merely to give the bare facts, for all of us 
who have been members since the War know that it is largely on account of John's perseverance and 
energy that the Society has grown to the status it has to-day. By dint of constant contact by letter with 
enthusiasts the world over, John forged the Society into a truly international organisation, and our debt 
to him is considerable. Largely due to privations during World War I when he was a prisoner-of-war, 
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John has never enjoyed good health. In recent years he has found himself increasingly susceptible to 
bouts of illness, and it was understandable that he most reluctantly found himself obliged to give up the 
Secretaryship. It is a severe blow for us to lose the services of John, but it must be an equal wrench 
for John himself. John's interest in Russian stamps has covered most fields. Particularly fond of early 
.Soviet issues, his collection is remarkable, with many fine pieces. He also has an amazing holding of 
Imperial cancellations, including a first class collection of Postal Wagon covers. A collection of modern 
:Space covers and cachets was one of the first in the field, assembled as each issue and cachet appeared. 
At other times John has assembled arrays of Zemstvos, Postmaster Provisionals, and Wrangel issues. 

What a splendid record these two stalwarts have-and how fortunate we are that Will and John 
nave been able to give us so much of their time. To both of them-a great 'thank-you' from everyone 
in the Society; and the hope that with an improvement in health, they will be able to visit us as and when 
they can. · 

.AMERICAN SAMOVAR 

Dr. Gregory B. Salisbury 

The annual joint meeting of the Rossica Society of Russian Philately and the British Society of 
Russian Philately took place November 2Ist-22nd, 1964 at the Mang~r-Vanderbilt Hotel, New York, 
with another record breaking attendance for the two day series of events. 

Members enjoyed an open house session during the afternoon on Saturday, filling both large rooms 
-0f your Samovar's suite, until dinnertime, which was enjoyably spent at the Crypt Room. After dinner, 
the crowd returned to the suite, where a business meeting of the Rossica Socie1y was held, with your 
-columnist presiding. The election results were announced, all past offic:!rs were unanimously re-elected, 
the new constitituion was approved, and Joseph F. Chudoba, who was the energetic Chairman of both 
-committees, was thanked fe>r his excellent job. The members present approved plans for participation 
in the forthcoming INTERPEX, and WIPA, and voted to offer suitable awards in the name of Rossica, 
to various societies and exhibitions, for entries judged best in the field of Russian philately. Boris 
Shishkin provided the highlight of the evening by announcing the success in organising a Washington, 
D.C. Chapter of Rossica. Those living in this area are urged to get in touch with him at 2032 Tunlaw 
Road, N.W. Washington 7, D.C. 20007. 

A buffet party followed and lasted from nine until after one in the morning. Members, wives, 
friends celebrated at the bar, buffet, the number swelling from fifty to nearly a hundred, during the height 
of the affair. Among those who attended were Charlotte Downs, Editor of Stamps, William W. Wylie, 
Editor of Western Stamp Collector, Kenneth F. Chapman, Editor of Stamp Collecting of England, Sister 
Fidelma, Curator of Cardinal Spellman's Collection and of the National Philatelic Museum, St. Regis 
·College, George Turner, former Curator of the Philatelic Div. of Smithsonian Institute, Robert Baughman, 
President of Society of Philatelic Americans, Henry Goodkind, Editor of Collectors' Club Philatelist and 
of Aero Philatelic Annals, Col. James T. De Voss, Executive Secretary of American Phil. Society and Her
bert Rosen, head ofINTERPEX. As usual, it was WHO'S WHO IN PHILATELY. 

The annual bourse of both sister societies was held on Sunday at noon in Room 111, as usual and 
it lasted until 2 p.m. at which time a drawing was held of the lucky door prize offered annually by Dr. 
:Salisbury, Mrs. Charlotte Downs drew the lucky ticket and it went to Mr. S. de Megeve-three scarce 
philatelic covers. 

The joint meeting of the sister societies was then formally opened by Dr. Salisbury acting in the dual 
-capacity as the head of Rossica and of B.S.R.P. in the U.S. being their representative here. He read 
greetings from various parts of the world, different chapters, prominent collectors, and a report of the 
recent annual meeting of B.S.R.P. in London, the elections there, and the resignations from office of John 
Barry and Will Huddy, who had served so well for twenty years as Secretary and Treasurer respectively. 

After the business meeting, Kurt Adler, Chairman of the Programme Committee opened a most 
varied presentation. Souren Serebrakian showed etiquettes of early Soviet Air Mail, also sheets of 1 rouble 
stamp, 1917 issue, with great shifts. Alexander Kotlar showed rare Imperial covers, Wrangel covers from 
the island of Khalki to Constantinopol, mailed while he was there, a bisect of Russ. Office in Smyrna, 
-covers from Russ. Offices in Trebizond, Beirut, Tripoli, Syria also a 4 kop. red with inverted background, 
cancelled, and many other treasures. Colonel Prince then showed a cover of correspondence of Ross 
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Winans, railroad pioneer, whose son went to Russia and built the Alexandrovsky Zavod, also the Niko
Jaevsky Railroad, also presented many other historically rich covers. Robert Baughman, President ofS.P.A. 
gave the audience a most interesting talk on his philatelic trips to Russia, often interrupted by many quest
ions from the eager audience. 

Kurt Adler provided the highlight of the programme by a masterly display of his prize winning 
collections (Philatec-Paris, and Nojex '64) The first group was that of Soviet varieties and rarities, especi
ally the colour, trial proofs, previously unknown, followed by a large collection of the earliest stampless 
covers of Imperial Russia, all of the eighteenth century dating from 1766, early part of the reign of Cather
ine the Great. Among the rare items several stood out, a 1768 boxed St. Petersbourg, also 1791 and 1793 
from St. Petersbourg to London, a 1785, one of the earliest from Moscow to Lyon via Maseyck at 1789 
"MOSCOV" to the same destination, a 1792 from Moscow to Germany, and an 1805 "MOSCOV" in 
red, first cover of Ukraine, Vinnitza, in Cyrillic italics, 1782 to Vilna. Another rarity was a 1795 Dom
brovitsa to Korostyshev, one line, and many others of same period, which lack of space does not allow 
mention. The members showed their appreciation by prolonged applause. 

A COLLECTOR'S CALENDAR 
P. T. Ashford 

A friend reminds us that on the· occasion of his seventy-fifth birthday last October, Dr. Rudolf 
Seichter was presented with an album containing cards of Greeting and Good Wishes from members of 
the U.P.V. (German Ukraine Philatelic Society) all over the world. As Dr. Seichter is well-known to 
many of our readers, as well as being a member of B.S.R.P., it would certainly not be out of place for us 
to pay a tribute to his work for Ukraine philately and to send him the good wishes of our Society. The 
U.P.V. was founded in 1920 by 0. E. Peters, and Dr. Seichter was an original member, taking over the 
Presidency in 1940, a position he still holds. Dr. Seichter has written many excellent handbooks on 
Ukraine, on which subject he is the world's leading authority. He has also been a frequent contributor 
to the philatelic press on Ukraine philately. Finally, a word of thanks to Dr. Seichter on behalf of all 
those interested in Ukraine, for the help he has always most freely given to everyone. 

The first of the new British Philatelic Exhibitions was held at Seymour Hall, London, on 21st, 
22nd, and 23rd January, 1965. By all accounts, it was a resounding success, which augurs well for a 
repeat performance next year. Its prime purpose is to enable British philatelists to participate in a national 
stamp exhibition where they may obtain awards which qualify them for entry into exhibitions overseas 
sponsored by the Federation International de Philatelic (F.I.P.). The awards co1Sisted of Diplomas 
equivalent to gold, silver-gilt, silver, and bronze awards, and were made by a jury of fourteen well-known 
philatelists. 

Members of B.S.R.P. did quite well and the following awards are noted: Class I (Collections not 
embodying original research)-Poland (Postal Stationery). Bronze. E. C. Cull. Class II (Research 
Collections)-Ukraine (Podolia). Silver-gilt. C. W. Roberts. China (Manchuria). Silver. W. H. 
Adgey-Edgar. Class III (Postal History Studies)-Russia (Dots Numeral Cancellations). Silver-gilt. 
Dr. A. H. Wortman.; Russia (Russian P.O's in the Near and Far East). Silver. A. Droar; Poland (Early 
covers). Bronze. E. C. Cull. We gather Mr. Adgey-Edgar's collection of Manchuria included some 
unique and recently discovered Russian cancellations. 

The world of Russian philately is clearly a small one! No sooner had the two "lost" Armenian 
covers sent by Sir Harry Luke from Erivan.on 21/4/20 been described in B.J.R.P. 35 (page 17) when
hey presto!-they reappear after 14 years in an auction of Russian material offered by Robert A. Siegel 
Auctions of New York, on 9th January, 1965. Andrew Cronin, we were glad (well, fairly glad!) to learn 
had managed to secure one of them and he has been kind enough to send a photostat of it to us for 
confirmation. This auction, entirely devoted to Russia and associated countries, carried no less than 
1457 lots, many of outstanding interest. We gather that many "household" names in Russian philately 
were bidders, if not always purchasers, for competition was fierce, and prices generally high. We notice 
that in the case of covers an estimated price is not given by the auctioneer, who 'grades' them into 
fifteen price ranges from E.I (up to 10.00 dollars) to E.XV (over-ahem!-1000.00 dollars). This seems 
to be an idea, and we suppose saves the auctioneer a lot of pen chewing. 
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Allan Waugh shows us a cutting from the Sunday Supplement of 'lzvestia' newspaper, published 
in Moscow. Written by a reader (S. Semenov) a letter to the Editor is quite critical of Soviet stamp 
policy. Says Mr. Semenov: "The interest of those who collect Soviet stamps was spoiled last week. 
A new miniature sheet issued in commemoration of the Tokyo Olympic Games was printed in the restricted 
quantity of only 30,000 copies. One must take into account that a considerable part of this new issue 
goes to "Mezhdunarodnuyu Knigu" to be sold abroad. However, in Moscow alone, some 100,000 
philatelists subscribe to the purchasing of new postage stamps of the U.S.S.R. This means that the 
overwhelming majority of the collectors will not be able to get hold of this elusive sheet. In general, 
there is a lack of clarity in the policy of stamp issues. Stamps are expensive; the whole series issued 
during the past year, costs nearly twice as much as the series for 1960. In the flood of new issues (every 
year sees an output of 150 new stamps) we lose both b~auty of design and quality of printing. Imper
forate stamps are also issued in limited numbers, and are plain and inconvenient for postal use. As for 
the overprinted stamps, these often look unartistic. All this creates a morbid rush among stamp collec
tors. Very often a new stamp has to be obtained in a roundabout way; resort has to be made to specu
lators. From a philatelic point of view, it is also bad; if it is difficult to collect a complete collection 
fewer people will try for this end. It is high time the Ministry of Communications started thinking about 
a more reasonable policy in issuing postage stamps." Bully for you, Mr. Semenov! Allan Waugh men
tions that a recent issue was made to commemorate the French Communist leader Maurice Thorez, who 
died recently, but after being on sale for three days, the stamp was withdrawn owing to mistakes in the 
design, and bad printing. The stamp is to be improved and re-issued, thus supporting the criticisms 
of the 'Izvestia' reader. 

The writer of this column seems to have covered a lot of ground lately paying visits to a number 
of old friends. John Barry was found to be bright and cheerful just before Christmas, and a skim through 
pages of some of his collections was a real pleasure, the germ of a special 'Lenin Mourning Issue' number 
of the Journal being born on the spot, after looking at John's superb holdings of these particular stamps. 
A visit to Major Adrian Hopkins, to secure his kind co-operation for this Journal, resulted in seeing again 
his superb collection of British Field Post covers from Russia, which made our face change alternately 
from pink to green as we enviously turned the pages. (Yes! And he has a cover from Baku, apart 
from that T.P.O. No. I from the Murmansk Railway!) To Trowbridge for a visit to Mr. H. F. Blease 
who we are glad to report is now in much better health, to make arrangements for the illustrations of 
those superb items in this Journal. Ian Baillie and Keith Crabtree at Bristol continue to be full of the 
joys of spring, and we gather that Allan Waugh is planning a Russian holiday this year (no photographing 
of Post Offices, please!) It was nioo to see Eric Poulter in Warminster, en route to Somerset, just recently, 
and see some of his latest acquisitions. We are glad to learn that Cecil W. Roberts had a pleasant late 
autumn holiday in the South of France, and that Dr. Roy Ceresa has recently visited the U.S.A. Cliff 
Handford will be pleased to see our pictures of the two fabulous Zemstvo-lmperial-Zemstvo covers be
longing to Michel Liphschutz, whilst 'Used Abroad' collectors will be anxiously awaiting our October 
Journal, when we hope to illustrate more wonderful covers from the Kurt Adler and Michel Liphschutz 
collections. From John Lloyd comes news, as these lines are written, that the second number of 'The 
Soviet Collectionner' has just appeared in Moscow; splendid-and we must see about securing a copy, 
right away ... 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Readers will find that the "old order changeth" in this issue of the Journal. The Editor can already 
hear the shouts of "Resign!" and hastens to offer some explanation for the introduction of a "special 
subject," for he realises that such a change in policy may not be in accord with the wishes of the majority 
of readers. Basically it is a question of what makes the biggest splash-a brick thrown into the pond, 
or a handful of pebbles? For ages now we have been throwing in pebbles by the handful, but on this 
occasion we are throwing into the water a good sized chunk of stone, the ripples from which we hope will 
reverberate to the bank, in each direction! Throughout the existence of B.J.R.P. not a single word has 
been published on the philately of the Allied Campaign in North Russia, and it is high time the subject 
was aired. But we flatter ourselves that more has been done than just that. Thanks to a grand bunch of 
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friends, we have been able to publish a series of articl~ and pictures which cover all known facets of the
postal history of this campaign; so that, in future, anyone concerned· with.this subject will automatically 
be directed to 8.J.R.P. No. 36-because it is now the vade mecum. The lx:st of existing writings has been 
included (outstanding articles by Major Adrian Hopkins, C. D. Brenner, and the late Major J. Haig-Smith} 
together with much that is quite new. Prominent collections have been culled (including those of Dr. A. 
H. Wortman and Mr. Norman Hill) to provide material for illustration. Hitherto unknown photo
graphs have been secured for publication. We hope all this has been done without the "regular" Journal 
suffering too much in the process, and the most looked for features have all been carefully retained. We 
would welcome reactions from readers on this change, for we have in mind the possibility of highlighting 
the Soviet "Lenin Mourning Issue" in our October 1965 issue. This is another Russian philatelic subject 
that cries out for special treatment, and which has been sadly neglected in past pages of this Journal. 

Correspondence from readers this past six months has been-to say the least-considerable. This. 
is as it should be, for lack of letters means lack of interest; a situation we cannot tolerate. Many readers. 
thought No. 35 was the "best yet," which was very gratifying. Quite a number of correspondents raised 
interesting points on to;>ics discussed in the last Journal, and we are happy to pass these comments on 
even if space considerations demand that we must be necessarily brief. 

, Mr. J. R. Homersham (Hull) was interested in Fred Speers' article on "Jassy" (8.J.R.P. 35, page 3} 
and says: "I have in my somewhat meagre zemstvo collection a pair of proofs for the Yassy 2k. and 5k. 
values·, printed (handstamped) in violet as described by Mr. Speers, and on what appears to be the identical' 
paper as that used for the regular issue of 1879. Th•:! difference between the pair in my possession and in 
the strips owned by Mr. Speers is that in my pair the two values are printed side by side, 2k. on the left, 
5k. on the right, and not as illustrated in the article, with the 5k. over the 2k. No pencil lines separate 
the stamps, which are irregularly placed as are those in Mr. Speers' possession. Stamped on the back of 
the pair are the initials 'CSO,' presumably the mark of a previous owner." 

The short article by Dr. A. H. Wortman on "Moscow and Petrograd Ekspeditsiya 1921-22" 
(B.J.R.P. 35, page 15) certainly got people talking, and a whole lot of information has come to light, which 
has culminated in Dr. Wortman expressing the opinion that these black triangles on postmarks must simply 
be to indicate Ekspeditsiya status, for covers have now been found destined for both towns in Russia and 
abroad. Dr. Wortman says he has now found an internal cover, addressed to Ryazan, showing R Y AZAN 
23/11/21 in double circles, with three black triangles (no "Eksped"). He also has located similar can
cellations reading BA TUM (in Georgian script); NOVOROSSHSK EKSPED; SIMFEROPOL EK SPED; 
and ARKHANGELSK EKSPEDITS. (this latter illustrated in the centre pages, thanks to Boris Pritt). 
Mr. H. Norwood (Bexleyheath, Kent) sends us two excellent photographs of a cover showing a double 
circle ODESSA EKSPED. (5/5/22) with the three triangles, and although we would have liked to show 
the full cover, we have had to restrict our illustration (in the centre pages) to the Odessa cancellation itself .. 
Mr. Norwood's cover bears a part sheet of 50 Soviet surcharged stamps (7500/250R.) as well as four further 
stamps on the front of the envelope, and was sent by registered post from Odessa (4/5/22) to Plymouth, 
England. It also shows a transit postmark of London E.C. (Registered) 10/5/22. In the collection of 
Mr. H. F. Blease (Trowbridge) there is also an ODESSA EKSPED. dated 13/9/21 on cover to Berlin; 
as well as a PETROGRAD EKSPED of 8/12/21 struck in violet on cover from Petrograd to Riga. 

Baron Constantine Stackelberg (Washington, D.C.) compliments us on Journal 35, but takes us to 
task on three points. Vesenberg (B.J.R.P. 35, page 8) is always written with a "W" and not a "V" since 
the name is of German origin. "Eastland" should have course been "Estland." It was unfortunate that 
the Editor himself altered the "W" to a "V" but he did this to be in line with the Russian cancellation of 
the town illustrated in the centre pages of Journal 35 (cancelling the postal forgery). We would certainly 
like some advice on this business of the transliteration of place-names; hitherto we have always tried to 
give the Russian transliterated into English, directly from the postmark. We find the best basis so far is 
the one used by Tchilinghirian and Stephen, as expounded in Part I of their "Used Abroad" work. But 
it is difficult to be consistent, and any help we can get to lay down a set of rules would be much appreciated. 
Baron Stackelberg feels that we should not mention stamps by Gibbons' catalogue numbers, since most 
American readers use Scott. We ought instead to state the year of issue, and then everyone will be happy. 
The third point our correspondent raises is the usefulness of illustrations and he suggests that the block 
of the "de jure" stamps of Georgia relating to the article in B.J.R.P. 35 pages 27/28 was quite useless. Our 
difficulty is that a block has to be made before it is printed, and what one thinks may reproduce quite well 
sometimes just doesn't come out at all! Rather like a souffle!! 
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Mr. K. Freyman (Capetown, South Africa) was kind enough to comment on the point of Russian 
grammar, raised by Boris Pritt. With reference to the query on page 38 of B.J.R.P. 35, "vskrito voennoi 
censuroi" is correct, and the other version is wrong. Strange that this should happen on an official 
inscription! Mr. Freyman also mentions (for the record) that he has a perfect mint copy in his collect
ion of the rare 10k. on vertically laid paper of Russian Post Offices in China. (We very nearly mentioned 
that it was S.G.14a). 

Mr. Eric Poulter (Stockport) writes in connection with the remarks made in the last "Correspond
ence" column (B.J.R.P. 35, p.38) by Mr. R. Benns on the stamps of White Russia. Mr. Poulter says, "I 
would confirm Mr. Benns' statement regarding Fletcher Forgery 2 being found perf. 10!. I have also 
15k. and 50k. which do not match up with any of the Fletcher forgeries. They are on pure white paper, 
which is faintly ridged horizontally, but is not a laid paper. Cream gum. Same lettering for both types, 
thick with small serifs. Man's hat, solid on top and joined to background top left, outlined in white to 
back and right, dots on left and lines on right of front. No line on man's ring finger. Girl has no dimple 
and short line for lower lip. No shading under thick shading of forearm. Bands across apron are broken 
solid lines as in F3 but the breaks do not match. Eight rayed rosettes. KOP not joined in 15k. but 
joined in 50k." 

Mr. Harry Von Hofmann (Hamburg) mentions the enquiry made by Mr. E. G. Peel in B.J.R.P. 33 
(page 23) about Vendau, a town he could not trace. Mr. Hofmann states th:tt Vendau or Wendau, is in
the district of Dorpat (Tartu) and the Estonian name of this place is Kastre. There is also a Pastorat 
Wendau, with the Estonian name Vonnu. Both places are the same. 

Professor 0. Winterstein (Zurich) writes to inform us that he was fortunate to acquire the famous 
Kaprielian collection of Armenia some years ago (B.J.R.P. 35, page 16) and so we are looking forward to 
the possibility of recording some of the Kaprielian covers in a future issue of the Journal. Prof. Winter
stein also mentions that he now owns the unbroken sheet of the 5k. Tiflis Roulette mentioned in B.J.R.P. 
No. 29 (page 26). The sheet has the same plate number as Prof. Winterstein has on a block of four (ex
Charles Stibbe colln.). Another find by the same writer is a postal stationery cover bearing a truncated 
triangle of dots cancellation (No.1444) from St. Glubokoe to Vilna (or Wilna ?) 28/29 October, 1875. 
Nice going! 

AUCTION NOTES 

W. S. E. Stephen 

Once again the annual returns of the various Auction houses are appearing in the philatelic press, 
all showing huge increases in turnover. This is a healthy trend, indicating the continued popularity of 
our hobby, and wish of collectors to add some of the finer pieces to their collections. One notable feature 
is the demand for cover m:iterial, where single items or quantities are eagerly snapped up, invariably at 
much higher figures than estimate. 

No major collections have been offered during the six months under review ,but many fine lots of 
single items have come under the hammer. A very interesting collection, especially for Zemstvo enthus
iasts, was offered at Harmer Rooke's sale of January 21/22, 1965. This included many individual lots 
from the various districts, also some fine cover material. Unfortunately the realisations are not to hand 
for inclusion in this report. 

Three fine combination covers from Rostov and Taganrog to Greece averaged £25 each. 
1884 vertically laid paper 3.50r. grey and black, a fresh mint corner block of four, cataloguing £72, 

realised £78/10/-. 
1884 vertically laid paper 7r. S.G.48 used, £14/10/-. 

(This is almost full catalogue) 
1913 Romanov 2r. red brown and 3r. deep violet, imperf pairs, unmounted mint, £40. 
1922 (July) 12 Mk. on 3r., the error of surcharge, fine mint, slight crease. Cat. Sanabria If. 500 

dollars, £110/10/-. 
1922 (July) 1200 Mk. on 3r. green and mauve on green, the rare variety with "repm" inverted, 

fresh mint, slight crease, £75. 
1938 North Pole Flight 40k. green and red vertical pair and 80k. rose and red horizontal pair, each 

in a mint imperforate pair, £22. 
Russian Levant: 1865 (2k.) brown and blue, very fine from the corner of the sheet, tiny crease, 
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(20k.) blue and red, equally large with sheet margin .at foot. Two remarkable stamps, £60. 
Russian Levant : 1865-67, very fine on 1866 ,:°over from; Odessa; £34. 
Russian Levant: 1865 (20k.) red and blue, very fine used, £21. 
Of interest to our readers will be the fine Polish collection, sold at Robson Lowe's 0:1 September 

22/23, 1964, outstanding items being as follows: 
I 860 tok. blue and red, a reproduction of the proof of the frame, the vignette and background and 

the issued blue stamp (with extra blue line) in issued colours, printed on a souvenir card (193x147mm.) 
stated to be only 20 made, £31. 

1860 10k. blue and red, a fine example with added blue frame for inner oval, centred to upper right 
with some original gum, plate flaw type II and some blunted perfs., very rare, £85. 

Ditto, a superb example, with added blue frame to inner oval, used on small piece with clear " 1••· 
cancellation, very well centred, pcrfs. and surrounds a trifle stained, £36. 

These notes would not be complete without mention of "Used Abroads," where some outstanding. 
material was sold at Harmer Rooke & Co., Inc. of N. Y ., some time ago, news only coming to hand recently 
of this sale. The items concerned were from Manchuria and Mongolia, the Manchurian material con
sisting of 13 lots, including many of the scarcer Offices, namely those of ANDA, CHALANGTUNG, 
EKHO, FULYA-ERDI, HAILAR, HAILING, IM,YANGPO and TAOLAICHO. The 13 lots sold in 
this group were not sold individually but as one single lot, realising 630 dollars against the estimate of 
650 dollars. The seven Mongolian lots, including some from Sinkiang, were also sold as a combined 
lot, realising 325 dollars against estimate of 650 dollars. These twenty lots consisted mainly of single 
used stamps, only three lots being on cover. The estimates and realisations of this sale give a good indic- . 
ation of the popularity of this field of collecting, and how closely auctioneers can now estimate this class. 
of material. 

This writer was recently asked by a correspondent to give an opinion on the TSAIN-SHABI I 
Rouble 1909/1912 issue, with an almost complete cancellation. This value is unrecorded in Part IV of 
the R.U.A. books, and could safely be considered in the £15 to £20 range for a scarce stamp of this nature. 
Many readers are under the impression that prices quoted in the "Stamps of the Russian Empire Used. 
Abroad" series of books are subject to a discount, but this is not the case. Readers are requested to study 
closely caption (H) PRICING, to be found on pages 19/20 of Part 1 of these books, that they may be fully 
conversant with correct valuations, these being based on market prices ruling for this class of material 
about 1957/1960. Since then, it must be borne in mind that prices have all risen considerably. 

MEETING REPORTS 

The 87th and Annual General Meeting of the Society was held on Saturday, October 10th at 41 ,. 
Devonshire Place, W.1. Mr. Combridge presided in the absence of Mr. Kellaway and 19 other members. 
were present. 

After the minutes of the previous meeting had been confirmed the following ten new members. 
were elected: 

B. CoPPOCK, 13, Bromley Avenue, Cheadle, Cheshire. 
R. W. E. LYMAN, P.O. Box 299, Marblehead, Mass., U.S.A. 
H. J. BENNISON, 9; Bridge Street, Newhaven, Sussex. 
H. NORWOOD, 34, Carden Avenue, Bexley Heath, Kent. 
J. FosBERY, 24, South Road, Newton Abbot, Devon. 
DR. R. CASEY, 38, Reed Avenue, Orpington, Kent. 
REV. B. KINGSTON SoPER, Longholme Parsonage, Rawtenstall, Rossendale, Lanes. 
S. MORRIS, 60, Kingsfield Avenue, North Harrow, Middx. 
HARRY VON HOFMANN, 2, Hamburg 26, Marienthaler Str., 163a, Germany. 
R. POLCHANINOFF, 411 , Montauk Avenue, Brooklyn 8, N.Y., U.S.A. 

Treasurer's Report 
Mr. Huddy then presented the balance sheet, this showed an increase in subscriptions of £10, but 

that profit from exchange packet was smaller by £66. Although the Journal showed an increase in costs, 
the balance at the bank was £263/12/-. this figure being accepted was thought to be a very healthy state· 
of affairs. 
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Exchange Packet Secretary's Report 
Mr. Kellaway, in whose absence a letter was read by the Chairman, stated that nine packets had 

been put in circulation, total value £1,980 and ten packets had been broken up, total sales £578. Total 
profit for the year being £47/15/-. As a result of the postal strike it had been considered advisable to 
postpo~c the sending out of packets for two mo:iths . 

. Journal Editor's Report 
Mr. Ashford reported that the Journals 33 and 34 had been very well received by members, par

ticularly No. 34. He wished especially to pay tribute to the help given by Mr. Allan Waugh, who was 
present from Bath, in the processing of blocks for these Journals and proposed a very hearty vote of thanks 
to him, this being unanimously carried. Costs were higher due to the greater numl>!r of pages of Journal 
.34 and it remained to be seen if it would be possible to carry on without increasing the subscriptions. 
Although Journal No. 35 had been with the printers for some time it was not expected to be available 
before November. Commencing with Journal 36, Mr. Ashford has promised to "Highlight" a particular 
·subject and finally thanked all contributors to the Journals. 

Librarian and Press Secretary's Report 
Mr. Combridge stated that many more members were taking advantage of the Society library. 

He wished also to propose a vote of thanks to the Cercle Philatelique France-U.R.S.S. who supplied so 
generously copies of their new "Russian Imperial Catalogue." This was unanimously agreed to. Yet 
another vote of thanks was proposed by Dr. Wortman to Mr. Bulak of El Paso for presenting the Society 
with two volumns of "Mongolia and the Mongolians," a record of travels in which two uncles of Mr. 
Bulak took part. 

Research Superintendent's Report 
Mr. Knighton told members that the activities of the study groups during the past twelve months 

had varied from active to passi'<'C but that there had been some development. , M·::etings. of small groups 
of members had occasionally taken place. The Imperial group had continued its studies of the Trans 
Siberian Railway. Mr. Ashford had submitted an article on Georgia for the Philatelic Journal of Great 
Britain. M-!mbers of the Ukraine group continued to study seriously as also the Baltic States group. 
Members of the U .S.S.R. group were still working on the translation of the Soviet catalogue and additional 
work will shortly be forwarded to members of this. 

Election of Officers for the coming year 
Mr. Combridge succeeded Mr. Kellaway as President and on taking over the chair proposed a motion 

expressing thanks to Mr. Kellaway and also other Officers for their work during the year. Mr. Droar 
was then elected Vice-President. 

Hon. Secretary 
Mr. John Barry had written to the Chairman saying that due to his prolonged illness and inability 

to attend meetings he wished to resign from his Secretaryship of the Society. The Committee proposed 
that Mr. John Lloyd be elected to this post, this being unanimously carried. Tribute was paid to Mr 
.John Barry by Dr. Wortman and Mr. Huddy, and all members present wished to be associated with a very 
special vote of thanks to John for all his hard work and help for so many years. It was unanimously 
agreed that a letter of thanks and best wishes be sent to him on behalf of the Society. M~mbers present 
signed their names to a postcard which was immediately posted to John with very best wishes from all 
at this meeting. 

Hon. Treasurer 
Members will remember that Mr. Huddy gave notice at our May meeting of his intended resignat

ion at this A.G.M. and having spoken of his very long and pleasant association with the Society since its 
·inaugural meeting, he wished members and the Society success in the future. Dr. Wortman paid very 
special tribute to Will Huddy as a Founder Member and all present joined in wishing him a very happy 
and pleasant retirement, also a very big "thank you" for his past services. Mr. F. E. A. Eades was nomin
ated to succeed as treasurer and this was unanimously agreed to by all present. 

All committee members were re-elected with the addition of Mr. V. von Ryehter. Dr. G. B. Salis
bury for the U .S.A. 
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Future Meetings 
The usual annual Competition would take place on the 9th January, 1965 for the Stibbe Rose Bowl . 

and the Buchanan Cup. 
Further meetings will take place on the 20th March and the 15th May, 1965. 

Any other Business 
The meeting agreed that the ruling on membership to the Society being granted to Stamp Dealers 

should remain as at present, this being "that they receive all amenities and services of the Society, except
ing the receiving of the packet." It was, however, also agreed that the Committee should at its next meet
ing, look into this rule to study the possibility of an amendment or otherwise. 

Mr. Peel, the U.S.S.R. Study Group Superintendent, announced that a further number of trans-
lated pages to the Soviet Catalogue were to hand and would reach members shortly. 

After the conclusion of the business there was a combined display by members: 
MR. H. F. MYERS: Handstamped overprints of the Armenia National Republic. 
MR. P. T. AsHFORD: Cancellations ofTrancaspia and Caspian Sea Ship Cancellations on stamps 

of Imperial Russia. 
MR. E. F. NEWMAN: Varieties and errors of Imperial Arms type issues. 
MR. E. C. CoMBRIDGE: Pages from his Wrangel collection. 
DR. A. H. WORTMAN: A variety of Imperial Russian covers, including Moscow Town Posts, French 

Exhibition cover of 1891, etc., etc. 
MR. E. G. PEEL: A collection of Warsaw Railway Cancellations. 

The 88th meeting of the Society was held on 9th January, 1965, at 41, Devonshire Place, London, 
W.l, with the President, Mr. E. C. Combridge in the chair and 23 other members present. Apologies 
were received from Messrs. Huddy, Ashford, Baillie and Handford. 

After the minutes of the last meeting had been confirmed the following five new members were 
elected: 

and. 

GEORGE G. WERBIZKY, 409 Jones Road, Vestal, N. Y. 13850, U.S.A. ·c.A.P.-RR. 
R. FORD, 60, Fenton Street, Kawerau, Bay-of-Plenty, New Zealand. C.A.P.-M.U. & New Zeal-

BoB SIEGEL, Estate Liquidators Inc., 100 West 42nd St., N. Y. 10036, U.S.A., C.A.P. 
BoB BEESON, 6,600 West 103rd St., Chicago Ridge, Illinois, U.S.A. 
GEORGE R. KETLEY, 27, Huntley Drive, Chanterlands Av., Hull, E. Yorks. 

Matters Arising From the Minutes: 
It was suggested at the last meeting that Rule 2 be amended, Mr. Kellaway therefore wished to 

propose that all members be allowed to see the Exchange Packet, this to include Stamp Dealers and Philat
elic Traders with the proviso that they be placed last on the list. It was proposed that this go forward 
as a motion at the A.G.M. 

The President then announced to the meeting that since the A.G.M. in October the Committee 
had, on behalf of the Society, presented to Messrs. W. H. H. Huddy and J. Barry, mementoes in recognit
ion of their hard work and loyal service, these being suitably engraved Silver Salvers. With these memen
toes Honorary Life Memberships were also granted. Letters of thanks and appreciation of these gestures 
had been received from Mr. Barry and Mr. Huddy, and the latter Wished to acknowledge Miss Snow's 
great help with the accounts and balance sheets these past few years. It was unanimously agreed that the 
Secretary write a letter of appreciation to Miss Snow. 

Secretary's Report: 
Letters of resignation as members of B.S.R.P. had been received from Mr. R. A. Peters of Phoenix, 

U.S.A. and Mr. Julius Fobs, the well-known contributor to Russian Philatelic Journals from Houston, 
U.S.A. Both proposing to auction their collections in the near future. 

The Secretary asked that three members be elected to represent the Society. at the coming Philatelic 
Congress at Harrogate. Mr. C. C. Handford and Mr. M.A. Bojanowicz had offered their services in this 
respect and since the meeting Mr. E. S. Poulter had agreed to fill the third vacancy. 
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Treasurer's Report: 
Mr. Eades reported that having taken over this new office and studied the figures of income and 

expenditure for 1963 and 1964, the Society would have to increase its subscription to remain solvent. The 
Journal was costing 25/- per member and with other expenses added, the increases would have to be very 
substantial. It was proposed and agreed that a notice be circulated with the Committee's recommendat
ion, later in the year, before the A.G.M. 
Exchange Packet Superintendent's Report: 

(I) Since the last meeting three packets had been p!lt into circulation, total value £576 and three 
packets had been broken up, sales £201. 

(2) The Supply of blank booklets is now exhausted and present costs make it inadvisable to obtain 
more. Members are therefore requested not to apply to the Packet Superintendent for booklets. Any 
of the commercially available booklets will be acceptable for the packet. 

(3) It was deeply regretted that, for some time, the activities of at least one "substituter," have led 
to serious losses on the part of contributing members. Good stamps are being removed and replaced 
by items of little value. Prompt notice of such discrepancies to the Packet Superintendent would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Mr. Knighton announced that Mr. Pritt wished to be relieved of his duties as superintendent of 
the R.S.F.S.R. Study Group and asked for a volunteer to fill this post. Dr. Ceresa agreed to take over 
these duties and was unanimously elected in Mr. Pritt's place. 

The Society's Librarian, Mr. Combridge, told the meeting that members' lists were required by 
most members, these could be supplied on request as he had a supply on hand, as also library lists. 
Any Other Business: 

Mr. Combridge announced with deep regret that since Mr. Huddy's retirement, his beloved wife 
had passed away. All members of the meeting offered their deepest sympathies in his bereavement. 

After business was concluded the entries for the Annual Competitions were displayed. The winner 
of the Stibbe Rose Bowl was Mr. W. P. Fletcher with a very nice display of Zemstvo stamps, postmarks 
and covers of Gadyach. The winner of the Buchanan Cup was Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz with a display of 
Pre-Adhesive Postal Stationery used in Poland. The judges' decisions were unanimous but remarked 
on the small number of entries. 

THE ZEMSTVO GAZETTEER (continued) 

Fred W. Speers 

Stamps: Krasnyi had seven issues of stamps appearing in six principal designs. All were litho
graphed, and except for the first issue, in their designs paid tribute to the martial history of Krasnyi. The 
first was simply a circular design featuring the value figure for 3 kopecks. The next three issues displayed 
Krasnyi's coat of arms-a 19th century cannon in the upper field and twin-towered fortress walls in the 
lower half. In 1912, two multi-coloured commemorative stamps were issued, the first reproducing a 
painting commemorating heroic actions by troops under General Neverovsky in hindering Napoleon's 
advance into Russia. The second, depicting another painting, honoured actions of the Russian General 
Miloradorovich and his forces in attacks on the French rear guard of the Grand Army as it retreated 
through Krasnyi. Both commemoratives appeared on variously coloured papers and like all Krasnyi 
stamps were of 3 kopecks in value. 

Smo/ensk (Smolensk Government) 
Stamp Issuing Activity: Scheduled for 1894, but never carried out. 

Smolensk, capital city of the government of the same name, sits astride the Dnieper in the western 
portion of its government. Although one of the oldest cities in Russia (it is mentioned in the Chronicles 
of Nestor, written by a 12th century monk of Kiev), Smolensk was slow to become an important commer
cial or manufacturing centre. It was a member of the Hanseatic League in the 15th century. After it 
had been held by the Poles in the 16th century, Smolensk was annexed to Russia in 1686 and was estab
lished as a gubemiya centre in 1708. The rise of St. Petersburg about this time prevented its growing 
in commercial importance. Nearly a century and a half of peace ended for Smolensk on August 18, 1812, 
when the city was captured by Napoleon then advancing eastward. Three months later he relinquished 
it on his westward retreat. 
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Advent of the rail lines, Moscow-Warsaw and Riga-Orel, in the 1860's helped the city's growth. 
It lies 252 miles south-west of Moscow. By 1900, Smolensk had attained a population of 57,405. 

Smolensk is the seat of several great cathedrals in one of which is the picture of the Virgin ascribed 
to St. Luke. The cathedrals and the city's ancient kremlin were largely destroyed in World War II in 
1943 by the Germans. 

Stamps: Smolensk in 1894 prepared for issue but never actually put into use two stamps of 5 
kopecks value. Measuring 18 by 241mm, each bad four figure "5s," one in each corner. They were 
lithographed in black on greyish paper with wavy vertical lines of greenish blue or light rose forming a 
background for five-word inscriptions identifying them as zemstvo postage stamps. They were imper
forate. 

TAMBOV GOVERNMENT 
(Five zemstvo-issuing cities: Borisoglyebsk, Lebedian, Morshansk, Shatsk and Tambov). 
Period of zemstvo activity within government: 1870-1916. 

Tambov government is one of the largest and most fertile governments of south-eastern Russia in 
Europe. It is bounded by the governments of Vladimir, Nizhnie-Novgorod, Penza, Saratov, Voronezh, 
Orel, Tula and Ryazan. It consists principally of plains country intersected by deep ravines. The 
Moksha and Tsina rivers, usually frozen about four and a half months out of the year, are its chief navig
able rivers, · The soil is fertile throughout the government but particularly so in the southern section. Only 
about 7 per cent of the land was forested and this•was in the western part. 

Area: 25,703 square miles. Population (1906): 3,205,000. 
Agriculture and stock raising-cattle and horses-formed the principal occupations of the people 

of Tambov government. Rye, wheat, oats, barley, beetroot, corn and potatoes were the principal crops. 
The small manufacturies that existed were distilleries, tallow works, sugar factories, flour and wool mills. 
Leather handicraft was produced in many of the villages. 

Because of the lateness of pacification· of this region it was not until the end of the 17th century 
that lasting settlements were established. Large land grants to nobles by the Throne was the general 
pattern of its growth. The government was among the most backward educationally. 

The government was divided into 12 districts of which the five communities listed above were chief 
towns of the districts to which they lent their names. Other chief towns were Yelatma, Kirsanov, Kozlov, 
Lipetsk, Spask (not to be confused with Spassk in Ryazan government), Temnikov and Usman. 

Borisog/yebsk (Tambov Government) 

Stamp Issuing Period: 1872-1880. 

Borisoglyebsk lies in the extreme southern section of Tambov,about 100 miles south south-east of 
the government's capital city of Tambov. It is situated between two small southerly-flowing rivers, the 
Vorona and the Khoper. Although the soil in this locality is very rich, requiring little if any fertilization, 
scarcity of moisture results in droughts and resultant poor harvests. Corn and sugar beets are favourite 
crops. 

Borisoglyebsk's population rose from 12,254 in 1867 to 22,370 in 1897. Its principal industries 
were the t)rocessing of wool, the preparation of soap and tallow and some brick-making and iron casting. 
The city held two large fairs each year. Trade was active in grains, cattle, wool and leather. 

Before the Tambov government was formed early in the 18th century, this region was under the 
dominance of the older Voronezh government to the southwest and Borisoglyebsk looked to it for guid
ance. Borisoglyebsk itself was founded in 1646 to defend what then was a frontier of Muscovy against 
the Tartars of the Crimea. In 1696 wooden fortifications were built around the city. 

Stamps: Borisoglyebsk had three principal issues of stamps, all circular in design with scalloped 
edges, all embossed in white in the centre with a coat of arms surmounted by a crown, all against a blue 
background and all of 3 kopecks value. The coat of arms shows the conventional beehive of Tambov 
in the upper part of the shield and three shocks of grain in the lower half. Two years after issuance of 
the final Borisoglyebsk stamp its zemstvo postal setup was shut down. 
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Lebedian (Tambov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1872-1913. 
Lebedian lies in the extreme western part of Tambov government about 100 miles due west of the 

government's capital city. Although this is the only section of the government which contains an appreci
able number of trees (mainly birch), the growing of grains and potatoes formed the principal occupation 
of the community's population. A rail line linked Lebedian with Elets in Ore! government 35 miles to 
the southwest but it was not until the late 1880's that it was linked by rail with the city ofTambov. Lebed
ian's population in 1880 was about 6,000. The community was an active trading centre for horses and 
cattle. 

Stamps: Lebedian was responsible for 12 issues of stamps over its 41 years of zemstvo-issuing 
activity. They appeared in eight distinctly different designs, four early ones of which were typeset and 
typographed. All were of 5 kopecks value. One, appearing in the 1870's (exact year unknown), was 
oval shaped. In 1888, Lebedian (which takes its name from "lebed," the Russian word for swan) followed 
the lead of Lebedin in Kharkov government and punned on its name by featuring a swan in the design 
of its issue of that year. Although the Lebedian swan is faced to the right it is remarkably similar to the 
swan on earlier stamps of Western Australia. The swans of Western Australia and Lebedin stamps faced 
left. Lebedian's initial swan stamps were embossed. They appeared in solid colours of red or green or · 
blue or black on various coloured papers, such as green or yellow or white. Specimens of a typeset Lebed- · 
ian stamp of 1884 are known with the surcharge "Obrasetz" • ("Specimen") on them. 

Morshansk (Tambov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1876-1903. 
Morshansk is located in the north central sector of its government, 55 miles north of the capital 

city of Tambov with which it was linked by road. Morshansk, however, was on the east-west rail line 
linking it with Tula to the west and Penza to the east. On the same rail line, 81 miles to the west, is 
Ryazhsk through which runs the Moscow-Ryazan railway. Because of its excellent transportation facil
ities, Morshansk had by 1900 grown to a wealthy city of 25,913 population. Situated in a region of fertile 
soil, Morshansk became the centre of the wheat trade for the governments of Tambov, Penza, Saratov and 
eastern Ryazan. There was active trade, too, in flour, hemp-seed, tallow and potash. 

Morshansk was founded as the village of Morsha in the mid-17th century and when it became a 
municipality in 1779 it took its present name. 

Stamps: Nineteen issues of stamps, all of 5 kopecks value, were emitted by Morshansk. Each 
design featured its coat of arms with the beehive of Tambov in the upper half of the field and crossed 
anchors in the lower half. Each issue of Morshansk's stamps, except for its two final stamps, was different 
from the preceding one, having only the coat of arms, the value and similarity of wording in common. 
All, except for the final two stamps which were of the Ardatov type of the St. Petersburg "key plate" series, 
were lithographed. Its fourth issue, appearing in 1881, was deemed too similar to that of the Imperial 
Post's 7 kopeck grey and red stamp of 1879. The Morshansk zemstvo council was rebuked for this as 
also happened in the case of Melitopol. Some Morshansk issues resemble those of its neighbouring 
Tambov community of Shatsk to the north and Morshansk's 1897 issue resembles that issued by Suja 
in Kursk government in 1890. 

Shatsk (Tambov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Periods: 1871-1879, 1884-1916. 
Shatsk lies in a section of rich agricultural land in the north central portion of its government. Like 

Morshansk, 40 miles to the south, it is situated on the northerly-flowing Tsina river. Wheat and hemp 
were the principal crops in the region which also was noted for flocks of sheep. A small distillery was 
the principal industry in the town itself which had only a population of about 5,000 in 1870. 

Stamps: Shatsk was the second city in Tambov government to issue its own zemstvo stamps. All 
of its is emissions except the fourth and final issue of the first period, appearing in 5 kopecks value, were 
for 3 kopecks value. The five-year break in the zemstvo-issuing activities of Shatsk coincided with a 
period of drought and crop failures which may explain the discontinuance. 
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The 3 and 5 kopeck stamps of the first Shatsk period were similar in design in a rectangle 18½ by 
30 mm. The design featured a coat of arms with a beehive surmounting crossed shocks of grain. When 
issuance of stamps was resumed in 1884 a plain oval-type design, flattened at either end, was adopted. 
It was typographed with only five words, including the value, appearing. · Subsequent issues, lithographed, 
resumed use of the coat of arms design and in many cases were similar to the stamps of Morshansk. Shatsk 
used various-coloured papers, such as green, red or rose for many of its stamps and except for its 1889 
issue only black ink was used. It was in that year also that Shatsk emitted stamped envelopes, appearing 
in four sizes and with designs similar to those of its contemporary stamps. 

Tambov (Tambov Government) 
Stamp Issuing Period: 1870-1872. 
Tambov, located in the central portion of the government of the same name and of which it was 

the capital is located on the northerly-flowing Tsina river about 300 miles southeast of Moscow. It is 
virtually at the midway point on the Moscow-Saratov railway line extending to the southeast. Trading 
in grains, woollens, cattle and horses constituted the principal occupations of its population which by 1884 
had reached 34,000. The cattle and horses were largely purchased in the south and sent on to Moscow. 
Tambov itself was a city built almost entirely of wooden structures and it had broad unpaved streets. 
Many of its low houses were surrounded by small truck gardens. A large number of the fine black horses 
favoured by Cossack riders were raised in this locality. Tambov was an archiepiscopal see of the Ortho
dox Greek Church. 

Stamps: Tambov was the first city in its government to issue zemstvo stamps. It had three issues, 
all of similar designs showing a beehive enclosed in a circle. The first two issues, 1870 and 1871, were 
for three kopecks arid the final issue in 1872 was for 5 kopecks. All were lithographed in solid colours 
of blue, black and lilac. The zemstvo postal system in Tambov was not closed down until four years 
after the appearance of its final issue. 

(To be continued) 

SOME B.S.R.P. PUBLICATIONS 
"Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad" 

by S. D. Tchilinghirian and W. S. E. Stephen 
(Awarded the Crawford Gold Medal of the Royal Philatelic Society) 

Available in six well illustrated volumes, each of 96 pages:-

Part I: Constantinople, The Danubian Principalities, Bulgaria and Roumelia. 
Part II: Black Sea and Aegean Ports, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Crete, Ship Mail in the Levant. 
Part III: Persia, The Khanates of Bukhara and Khiva, Sin-Kiang. 
Part IV: Ukyankhai, Mongolia, China Proper, The Lyao-Tung Leasehold. 
Part V: Manchuria, Chinese Eastern Railway. 
Part VI: Ship Mail to Korea and Japan, Russian-America, and Supplement. 

Each Part price 30/- or 4.50 Dollars (U.S.), Postage Free, from MR. W. S. E. STEPHEN, 94, High 
Street, Aberlour, Banffshire, Scotland. 
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