
'The I 
' / 

Russum Philftt4y \~ 
No.42 December 1968 

Published by the 

British Society of Russian Philately 

London 





THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN 
PHILATELY 

THE JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY 

(Founded 1936) 

EDITED BY DR. RA YMOl'H) CASEY, 

from 38, REED A VENUE, ORPINGTON, KENT. 

Page 

3 Editorial 

4 

14 

Censor and control marks of wartime Petrograd 

Modern Soviet Varieties. A. S. Waugh 

No. 42, DECEMBER, 1968 

Raymond Casey and Barrie El'ans 

23 "Used Abroad., Chronicle-XIV M. V. Liphschutz and I. B. Maslowski 

The Market in Russian Postal History Material B. Rigby-Hall 

Ukraine C. W. Roberts 

26 

27 

28 Heraldry on Zemstvo Postage Stamps the late Vladimir von Richter 

30 Ship Mail-II Dr. A. H. Wortman 

32 Notes on the Postal History of the North Russian Campaign 1918-19 

(a) The earliest known mail from the campaign 

(b) The location of British Army P.O. "P.B." 14 

Dr. Raymond Casey 

Dr. A. H. Wortman 

33 

34 

34 

36 

Miniature Sheets of the Soviet Union (4) A. S. Waugh 

Banknotes and Postage Stamps 

Russian Currency Stamps 1917 

Leonard Tann 

Leonard Ta1111 

Two Items of Postal History from the Far East Dr. Raymond Casey 

37 Meeting Reports 

41 Reviews of New Literature 

43 Obituaries 

All Rights Reserved 

Opinions expressed by Contributors are their own and not necessarily those of the Editor or the Society 



THE BRITISH SOCIETY 
OF RUSSIAN 

PHILATELY 

Hon. Secretary: 

J. LLOYD, 

A Society founded in 1936 
to study Philatelic 

and Postal Matters 
connected with Past and 

Present Russia 

Affiliated to the British Philatelic Association 

and to the 

Philatelic Congress of Great Britain 

President: R. P. KNIGHTON 

Vice-President: DR. R. CASEY 

Hon. Treasurer: Hon. Exch. Pkt. Supt.: 

"The Retreat," Queen's Road, 
West Bergholt, Colchester, 

F. E. A. EADES, 
"Journey's End," 
Raymonds Hill, 
Axminster, Devon. 

W. G. KELLAWAY, 
Eboli Orchards, 

Little Eversden, Cambridge. 

Hon. Research Supt.: 

DR. R. J. CERESA, 

Pyghtle House, 
Ermine Street, Caxton, 

Cambs. 

Hon. Librarian and Press Secretary: 

E. C. COMBRIDGE, 
l 22, Grand Avenue, 

Hassocks, Sussex. 

Committee Members: DR. A. H. WORTMAN; E. G. PEEL; H. Os1 and A. PRITT. 

Hon. Auditor: R. JosEPH 

All correspondence relating to the Journal should be sent to the Editor at the address shown on the previous 
page. 

Annual Subscription: £2/2/- (6 dollars-Members in U.S. and Canada). 

Page 2 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 42 



EDITORIAL 

Our Journal has passed through a period of crisis. The sad loss of Pete Ashford's services as 
Editor, coupled with the death of some of our regular contributors and the natural conclusion of certain 
serialized articles-all more or less simultaneous-inevitably halted the flow of copy to the printer. Partly 
because of this, and also because of the change in the Society's Financial Year, it was considered expedient 
to produce only one Journal for 1968. Members are asked to accept the present Editor's apologies for 
the late appearance of this issue and are reminded that their contributions for publication, large or small. 
will ensure that the Journal stays back on its feet. 

Since we last went to press the Society has continued to flourish, our members gaining awards at 
national and international philatelic gatherings, the Journal itself collecting a bronze medal at the 1968 
.. Stampex." 

An invitation to sign the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists at the fiftieth Philatelic Congress of 
Great Britain in June 1968 was extended to our friend Michel Liphchutz of France, thus adding to the 
laurels of this leading student of Russian philately, winner of the Grand Prix at the WafSl!w international 
exhibition of 1960. 

Congratulations, too, to our London member M. A. Bojanowicz, winner of the grand award at 
Polska 60 and owner of one of the largest collections of Poland No. One, who was elevated to the rank 
of Honorary Member of the Polonus Philatelic Society of the U.S.A. for his outstanding work in pro
moting Polish philately. 

To Dr. R. Ceresa of Cambridge fell the unique honour of exhibiting to the Royal Philatelic Society 
of London to mark the fiftieth anniversary of the Russian Revolution in the Autumn of 1967. Selected 
items from his fabulous collection of Russian Revolutionary and Civil War issues, covering the period 
1917-1923, occupied 37 frames and comprised commercial covers, postcards, postal money transfer forms 
and parcel receipt cards-every one a gem. 

The Philatelic International World Exhibition in Sofia, Bulgaria, under F.I.P. rules,has teen fixed 
for 31st May - 8th June, 1969. Members interested should communicate as soon as possible with Mr. 
M. Bojanowicz, 40 West Hill, Wembley Park, Middlesex, the Appointed Commissioner for Great Britain. 
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CENSOR AND CONTROL MARKS OF WARTIME PETROGRAD 

Raymond Casey and Barrie Evans 

Although war-censored covers from Petrograd are among the commonest of surviving Russian 
postal material, there has been no serious attempt to analyse the various censor marks or to study the 
censorship organisation in Russia's old wartime capital. In his pioneer article on Russian censored covers 
of World War I (B.J.R.P. No. 20) John Barry illustrated and described a number of Petrograd censor 
insignia, and incidental references to the Petrograd censor may be culled from philatelic literature ; but 
these do no more than scratch the surface of a particularly challenging problem in Russian postal history. 

Censorship and control of mail in Petrograd must be considered against the historical background 
of a nation undergoing progressive war-strain and dislocation, in which all the public services-including 
the Post Office-shared. As the war progressed, correspondence to Allied and neutral countries was 
swollen by an increasing flood of mail from prisoners-of-war and internee camps in Russia and from 
relatives of Russian prisoners in enemy hands. Much of this mail was channelled through Petrograd 
on its way to the Red Cross Agencies in Copenhagen, Stockholm and Geneva. Its handling for censor
ship purposes was a function of Military Intelligence and must have required a complex and growing 
organisation at Petrograd. Here, at the Post Office, must surely have existed a large body of military 
officers trained as censors, aided by linguists and other specialists possibly drafted from the Secret Police, 
and supported by ancilliary staff. How this set-up was administered we do not know. Wartime censor
ship processes, Russian or otherwise, art unlikely to be made public knowledge. We may be sure that 
the succession of cachets and other censor marks brought into use during the war reflect changing policies 
and methods dictated by experience, economy, or mounting pressure of work; but it is doubtful if relevant 
documentary data exist outside Russian military archives. Our picture of the Petrograd censor at work 
must be drawn from our own resources of inference and deduction. 

Below we give an analysis and classification of the cachets, seals and re-sealing slips that we have 
noticed in the course of scrutiny of about 15,000 covers and cards emanating from Petrograd or received 
in Petrograd during the period July 1914 to October 1918. That we have been able to treble the number 
of known censor marks from this city is a measure of the previous neglect of the subject. Over and above 
the mere recording of different markings, however, it has been our aim to gain a broad perspective of the 
Russian censor-machine in operation in wartime Petrograd and we believe that in consequence of our 
studies such a picture is beginning to emerge. 

We are indebted to our colleagues in B.S.R.P. who have kindly allowed us to examine their col
lections in the course of this work. All the illustrations are from examples in the Casey collection, except 
P-17, which we have seen only in the collection of Mr. Boris Pritt. 

POST AL CENSORSHIP IN PETROGRAD 

We have noted three types of postal material that came under the surveillance of the Petrograd 
censors : (1) picture postcards, (2) postal stationery with advertisements, and (3) correspondence. Only 
the last category is dealt with at length in this article. 

Picture postcards of the period, liable for transmission through the post, frequently carry a tiny 
printed inscription on the address side, e.g., PETROGRAD'.DOZVOLENO VOENNOI TSENZUROI 
1916G (Petrograd. Passed by Military Censor 1916). Censorship of picture postcards was carried out 
simultaneously in other Russian towns and was nothing new, dating at least from the occupation of Man
churia at the turn of the century. The subjects depicted are so harmless that reference to military censor
ship is at times farcical. 

Postal stationery (officially franked postcards) overprinted with advertisements was vetted by the 
Royal Chamberlain, the Court thus taking over a function which in earlier days had been the respon
sibility of the police. This matter was sold below face value, the revenue from the advertisements making 
good the balance and providing a surplus to dispense to the charity named on the card. 

Correspondence accounts overwhelmingly for the bulk of evidence on the activities of the Petro
grad military censor. Besides that originating in Petrograd itself, foreign-bound mail routed to the 
capital, both from outside and inside Russia, was subjected to censorship, even though it may have been 
censored elsewhere in Russia. Generally speaking, internal mail was not censored. Mail addressed 
to Finland seems to have been regarded as internal by the Petrograd officials, though once across the 
border it was treated as incoming foreign mail by the Finnish censor. 
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As the seat of military censorship in wartime Russia, Petrograd provided facilities for the provin
cial censor overburdened with work or out of his depth. From time to time one finds covers from, say. 
Astrakhan, with handstamped paper slips attached by the local censor requesting attention of the military 
censor in Petrograd. On p. 9 we illustrate a handstruck mark applied at the port of Vladivostok in 
March 1917, a framed PETROGRAD' NA TSENZURU (Pet_rograd to censor). The cover bearing this 
mark emanated from a ship at Vladivostok and was addressed to Bergen, Norway. We may surmise 
that the Vladivostok censor was unable to cope with Norwegian. Marks of this type are not, of course, 
Petrograd censor marks. Our basic classification of Petrograd censor and control marks applied 
to correspondence is as follows: 

I. Manuscript marks 
II. Handstruck and printed marks 

1. Primary censor marks (P) 
2. Auxiliary censor marks (A) 

(a) wax seals (AS) 
(b) cachets (AC) 

3. Supervisors' marks (S) 
4. Re-sealing slips (R) 
5. Control marks (C) 

I. MANUSCRIPT MARKS 
Our observations in this virgin field of study are discussed under four headings: 
(I) Censors' personal monograms. Forerunners of censor cachets P-11, these consist of scribbled 

initials, exceptionally a complete name. We illustrate a cover of October 1914 showing the use of seal 
AS-2 with a rare type of this mark in which the censor's number (3) appears above the initials. Such 
manuscript marks would have · been used only during the short period -between allocation of personal 
numbers and the issuing of numbered handstamps (type P-11). Although generally used in conjunction 
with one of the oval cachets, these monograms occasionally rank as primary censor marks in their own 
right. Period of use: July-November 1914, rare thereafter. 

(2). Checkers' marks. A common feature of registered mail handled at Petrograd, these appear 
on the back of the cover intheform of symbols such as "21., lk., 3otkr., 5 p.m.," &c. (see illustrations 
of covers with seals AS-3and AS-4), generally in coloured pencil and in a different medium from that used 
for (1), (3) and (4). We interpret these symbols as abbreviations for the contents of the envelope, meaning 
in this case "2 sheets (listy), 1 envelope (konvert), 3 postcards (otkrytye psimy), 5 postage stamps (poch
tovaye marky)," &c. Careful search will frequently disclose, either on the front or the back of the cover, 
a number in the same handwriting and colour, though often upside down or at an angle in relation to 
the symbols. Evidently registered mail entering the censor office was first handled by ancilliary staff, 
who numbered each envelope and then opened it and listed the contents on the back before passing it to 
the censoring officer. Having been censored and the primary censor .cachet applied, the contents were 
presumably checked by the ancilliary staff prior to re-sealing. Now and again the re-sealing device 
obscures these marks, showing that they had served their purpose once the censoring process was com
pleted. 

One would suppose that the envelopes were numbered in sequence each day, but the disproportion
ate repetition of certain numerals, notably '8,' inclines us to believe that these numbers identified the 
clerks handling the mail. 

These marks are especially informative and tell us that the registered P.O.W. covers we possess 
are in many instances only the outer wrappings of a sizeable bundle of correspondence. The practice 
of sending several items under one cover for distribution by the Red Cross explains the appearance from 
time to time of the odd card or cover with a Russian censor, military or Red Cross strike but no postal 
markings. 

(3) Date marks. These take the form of a fraction with the month in Roman numerals (see illus
stration of cover with seal AS-4). Comparison with the post office circular date-stamps on the cover 
suggests that this mark recorded the date of receipt at the censor office. Where there are two different 
Petrograd (or St. Petersburg) date-stamps the manuscript date falls between the two. Generally speaking, 
mail was held up in the censor office for only a day or two. 

The numerical incidence of this mark suggests that it was applied only to the top envelope of a 
pile. Probably its real purpose was to ensure that waiting piles were dealt with in proper sequence. 
Appears sporadically all through the war period. 
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(4) Symbols of uncertain purpose. Figures and/or letters in red, blue or green crayon appear on 
a large proportion of the mail we have examined, but we have as yet been unable to isolate any group of 
symbols peculiar to Petrograd. Indeed, we cannot be sure that some, such as the letter 'B' commonly 
seen on covers destined for Copenhagen, were put on in Russia at all. The wide range of numerals on this 
Copenhagen-bound mail rules out a routing-code as a possible explanation. Bold figures such as the 
'29' and '8' on the covers illustrating seals AS-1 andAS-4 seem to occur with greater frequency on mail 
passing through the Pctrograd censor, though we have no statistics to support this notion. Possibly the 
figur.::s betoken a simple numerical sequence or the number of letters in a pile and may or may not be 
conn,x:ted with the censor. 

From the occurrence now and again of inconspicuous pictorial symbols, e.g. a quadrisected circle 
associated with censor cachet P-16 (No. 79), we are tempted to infer the existence of a security code in 
the censor organisation. This possibility must await future investigation. 

II. HANDSTRUCK AND PRINTED MARKS 
1. Primary censor marks (P) 

These are handstamped cachets applied by a censor to denote completed censorship and may 
appear on mail unaccompanied by other censor marks. 

Type P-1. Double-lined rectangle about 90 mm. x 34 mm. containing the words VSKRYTO 
VOENNOI TSENZUROI (Opened by Military Censor) at top. Two examples recorded, both struck in 
red (not violet as stated by Barry); one on a cover from Petrograd to London dated 18.8.14 (Wortman 
coll.), the other on a "dumb" Warsaw cover (Casey coll.) which reached Copenhagen 6.9.14. Probably 
the earliest Petrograd censor cachet. 

The large blank space below the wording in type P-1 suggests that a large part of the original 
inscription had been excised (compare P-12b and P-13b); possibly it was an old handstamp containing 
the words "St. Petersburg," if not a relic of the Russo-Japanese war. This idea may be tested by future 
finds. . 

Type P-2. Double-lined oval 45 mm. x 27! mm. with wording as above but in three lines and 
with addition of side ornaments. Applied in red during July-September, in magenta for part of Septem
ber, violet thereafter. Casey has this mark on a cover from Tomsk postmarked 18.7.14, arriving Stock
holm 20.9.14, and on another, postmark~d Lodz Central 19.7.14, which probably reached the capital 
the following day. Among covers originating in the capital, the earliest we have seen is dated 27.7.14 
and was received in Edinburgh 23.8.14. Not used after September 1915. 

Type P-3. Double-lined oval 42½ mm. x 23 mm. containing the words PETROGRADSKAYA 
YOENNA YA TSENZURA (Petrograd Military Censor) in three lines and a small cross on each side. 
Struck in red, September-November 1914, frequently in conjunction with the circular cachet of the Red 
Cross P.O.W. Enquiry Bureau. 

Type P-4. Double-lined oval 36 mm. x 23 mm.; inscription as before but with seriffed letters 
and fleurons in place of crosses. Applied in red in September 1914, this, the smallest of the ovals, did 
not become common until late 1914 and early 1915 and was then invariably struck in violet. Our last 
record is on a cover dated 29.7.15. 

Type P-5. Double-lined oval 45 mm. x 27½ mm. with inscription VSKRYTO PETROGRAD
SKOI VOENNOYU TSENZUROI (Opened by Petrograd Military Censor) and an ornamental line under 
the word PETROGRADSKOI. The only known example (Casey coll.) is struck in red on a registered 
postcard from Chigirin to Geneva dated 14.10.14 and was received at the Petrograd Red Cross Bureau 
18.10.14. The size of the oval and style of lettering link it with type P-2, but the use of the adjectival 
form PETROGRADSKOI instead of PETROGRADSKA YA puts it in a class of its own. 

Type P-6. Double-lined oval 45 mm. x 25 mm. with inscription PETROGRADSKA YA VOEN
NA YA TSENZURA (Petrograd Military Censor) arranged as in type P-3, but with abbreviations (which 
may or may not be the censor's initials) on either side of the word VOENNA YA. Exists in at least two 
sub-types. Sub-type P-6a has the letters 'A.A.' to the left and 'B' to the right. We have seen this scarce 
mark on covers dated March-May 1915, always in violet and always in conjunction with the red cir :ular 
cachet of the Red Cross P.O.W. Enquiry Bureau. Sub-type P-6b (not illustrated) has the letter 'V' to 
the left and •p• to the right and is known on a postcard from Yaroslavl to Copenhagen 20.8.15 in the Casey 
collection, struck in magenta. 

Type P-7. Double-lined oval 37½ mm. x 25 mm. with wording as before except that 'V.r' appears 
to the left of VOENNA YA and 'Yr' to the right. Known only by an incomplete strike in violet on a 
Russian formula card dated May 1915 addressed to a German P.O.W. camp (Casey coll.). There is 
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a German military cachet of receipt, but no postal markings (see discussion of checkers· marks in section 
on "Manuscript marks" above). 

Type P-8. Similar to type P-6 but with an asterisk in place of lettering to the left of the word 
VOENNA YA. Two sub-types known by single examples in the Casey collection. Sub-type P-8a has 
the abbreviation 'M.V.' and is applied in red to a Hungarian field postcard addressed to Genoa from 
the Russian BASE POST-TELEGRAPH BRANCH No. 225 on 14.3.15. In sub-type P-8b (not illus
tratetl) the letters 'M.V.' are replaced by 'M.L.' This, too, was applied in red and occurs on a card from 
Coprnhagen to Moscow April 1915. 

Type P-9. Distinguished from type P-8 by its triple-lined oval and larger asterisk. Two sub
types are noted, both not uncommon, with usage ranging from November 1914 to May 1915. always 
struck in red and in conjunction with the red circular cachet of the Red Cross P.O.W. Enquiry Bureau. 
Sub-type P-9a has the symbol 'Mts.' to the right of the word VOENNAYA; sub-type P-9b (not illustrated) 
has the symbol "A.B.' The occurrence of the latter on cover with a variety of type P-11 displaying the 
initials 'A.G.' suggests that the abbreviations in the inscriptions of type P-9 (as in types P-6, P-7 and P-8) 
may not be censor's initials, but rather indicate specialist functions. 

Type P-10. Single-lined oval 47 mm. x 25 mm. with the words PETROGRADSKA YA VOEN
NA YA TSENZURA G.Z. arranged in four lines. A scarce mark recorded only on a few covers dated 
May or June 1915, always in violet. Here we are reasonably sure that 'G.Z.' identifies the censor him
self, for when the standardised cachet P-16 was introduced we find the same initials appended in manu
script to the line VOENNYI TSENZOR' No. 7. This is an unusual practice, harking back to the early 
days of the war, and singles out 'G.Z.' (alias No. 7) as a veteran of sufficiently high rank to be an individ
ualist. 

Type P-11. Rectangles of various shapes and sizes, ranging in length from about JO mm. to 
about 40 mm., enclosing the censor's number and a facsimile of his handwritten initials, thus constituting 
a personal monogram. We estimate that there are about 80 sub-types, though they were not all in con
current use. They appeared in November 1914 and remained in use until the following September, 
invariably applied in violet and frequently in conjunction with other marks, notably P-2 and P-4. Their 
disappearance followed the introduction of the standarised cachet P-16 in August 1915. We illustrate 
Nos. 17 and 65. 

Type P-12. Double circle of 31 mm. diameter containing the abbreviation "D. Ts:· Exists 
in two sub-types, one replacing the other. Sub-type P-12a has the letter "U" below·· D. Ts.'' and occurs 
during Nove!Tiber ~nd_D~ember _1914. In sub-type P-12b the letter ••u•· has been excised and in this 
modified form it remained in common use from mid-January 1915 to at least the following May, applied 
in violet. A single example in magenta has been noted on a cover from Arkhangelsk received in Petro
grad 9.9.15. Evidently intended primarily for postcards, for which the words "Opened by Censor" 
are inappropriate, this mark occurs commonly on cards, but also on unregistered envelopes and wrappers. 
Its original inscription, we suggest, stood for DOZVOLENO TSENZURSTVO UPRA VLENIE (Passed 
by Censorship Adminstration) and that this was later amended to the standard DOZVOLENO TSEN
ZUROI (Passed by Censor). 

Type P-13. As P-12 but with single circle frame and letters of different style. Usage of the two 
sub-typesP-13a andP-13b, with and without the letter "U" respectively, parallels that of P-12a and P-12b. 
Sub-type 13a has been noted as late as January 4, 1915, and sub-type 13b as late as July 25, 1915. We 
are unable to suggest any difference of function for the two types; indeed, sub-type P-12b and sub-type 
P-13b occur together on a postcard from Rostov-on-Don Vokzal dated 29.3.15 in the Casey collection. 
Possibly the two handstamps were weilded in close proximity; if not at the same table, dealing with mail 
that could be quickly censored. 

The occurrence of sub-type P-13b on a postcard in transit from Barnaul led Barry to mistake 
it for a censor mark of that Siberian town. 

Type P-14. Rectangle 32 mm. x 19 mm. with inscription D. Ts./PETROGRAD.' This and type 
P-15 fqrm a pair evidently brought into use on unregistered mail as a replacement for P-12 and P-13. Type 
P-14 is not too common and has been noted on a few cards and covers dated August or September 1915, 
generally struck in violet, though it occurs rarely in red in conjunction with the red circular cachet of the 
Red Cross P.O.W. Enquiry Bureau. 

Type P-15. As type P-14 but the letters "D. Ts." in a larger and different style. Applied in 
violet, magenta, red or blue. Period of use: August 1915 to January 1916. 

Type P-i6. Rectangle 55 mm. x 23 mm. with three-line inscription VSKRYTO VOENNOYU 
TSENZUROI/G. PETROGRAD'/VOENNYI TSENZOR' No .... (Opened by Military Censor/Town 
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Petrograd/Military· Censor No ... .. ). The commonest of all the Petrograd censor marks, this was brought 
in during August 1915 as a standard primary censor cachet, replacing the oval types and the personal 
monograms. lt survived until late in January 1917, when it was replaced in tum by type P-18. Generally 
applied in violet, but recorded also in blue, black, green, magenta and red. No. 244 invariably occurs in 
shades of red and in association with the Red Cross P.O.W. Enquiry Bureau handstamp, obviously inked 
from the same pad. 

Type P-17. Unframed three-line mark 63 mm. x 20 mm. reading VSKRYTO/VOENNOI 
TSENZUROI/P.V.O. No ..... (Opened/Military Censor/Petograd Military Okrug. No ..... ). The 
only known example is struck in violet on a P.O.W. card to Germany in the Pritt collection and has the 
censor's number 8354 . Th~ card is stampless but bears the postmark TORGEL' LIFL. 28.7.17: there 
is also a fragment of what seems to be type P-16 at one edge. The unique censor mark, with its extra
ordinarily high number, accompanied, it seems, by a part strike of the defunct type P-16, gives this card 
a singular interest. 

Type P-18. Rectangle 53 mm. x 22 mm. with two-line inscription VSKRYTO V. TSENZ. 
No ..... /P. V.O. (translating ··opened Military Censor No ..... /Petrograd Military District"'). Replaced 
type P-16 as the standard censor cachet in January 1917 and continued in usc until October 1918 at least. 
It also took over the function of the auxiliary cachets AC-1 and AC-2 on registered mail. Generally 
struck in violet, occasionally in blue, rarely in black. 

Type P-19. Rectangle 53 mm. x 19 mm. with three-line inscription PRED'YAVLENO VOENNOI 
TSENZORYE/G. PETROGRAD'/No ..... (Placed before Military Censor/Town Petrograd/No ..... ). 
Generally applied in violet, rarely in black, this type is not common and we have noted only nine numbers, 
viz., 3, 4, 5, 8, 10, 12, 14, 42 and 44. Seen only on covers addressed in languages other than Russian or 
on cards in which the message is in a non-Russian language. Evidently denotes examination by specialist 
censors. Though Barry said that this type was in use early in 1916, our own records extend only from 
June to December, 1916. Note that the word TSENZORYE does not end with a hard sign as depicted 
by Barry, but with the old letter "ye." 
2. Auxiliary censor marks (A) 

These are handstamped cachets (AC) or wax seals (AS) appliedbyancilliary staff to denotecom
pleted examination by censor. Generally found on registered mail and always accompanied by a primary 
censor mark. 

(a) wax seals (AS) 
During the early part of the war registered letters opened at the Petrograd censor office were re

sealed with wax impressed with an official insignia. Occasionally ordinary mail was given the same treat
ment. Invariably the seals are circular and have a raised design in red wax. With the introduction of 
gummed slips in January 1916, this method of re-sealing ceased as a general practice, though it continued 
exceptionally well into 1917. · 

Study of the seals in relation to the censor cachets, whereby individual censors may be identified, 
shows that the same censor's mark may occur with different seals on different covers. It is concluded 
that the sealing was performed by ancilliary staff using the various seals indiscriminately, and from other 
evidence we may locate the scene of operations as a combined Censorship/Red Cross/P.O.W. Bureau 
situated at Petrograd 6th Ekspeditsiya. 

Type AS-1. 33 mm. diameter. Imperial Eagle over posthorns and thunderbolts; peripheral 
inscription S. PETERBURGSKAGO POCHTAMPTA (Of St. Petersburg Head Post Office) enclosed 
in single circle. A post-office seal improvised for censorship purposes and known to have been used in 
conjuncfron with censor cachet type P-2 during Auyust 1914. Probably brought into use at the outbreak 
of war. Rare. 

Type AS-2. 34 mm. diameter. Peripheral inscription PETROGRADSKAYA VOENNAYA 
TSENZURA (Petrograd Military Censor) and an eight-petalled punctuation fleuron enclosed in double 
circle surrounding Imperial Eagle. Our earliest record is on a cover from Tomsk dated I 8.7.14. Con
tinued in common use until July 1915: isolated re-appearance in March 1916 noted. Used with a variety 
of primary censor cachets and MS marks. Very common. 

Type AS-3. Similar to type AS-2, but smaller lettering, orb touches eagle's wing, and fleuron 
replaced by six-pointed asterisk. Introduced in January 1915 and in regular use until December 1915. 
A remarkably late appearance on a cover postmarked Ore! 22.8.17 (backstamped Copenhagen 26.9.17). 
Usage as AS-2. Very common. 

Type AS-4. 34 mm. diameter. Design enclosed in a single circle, consisting of the words PETRO
GRADSKA YA VOENNA YA (Petrograd Military) and five-pointed star surrounding the word TSEN-
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ZURA (Censor) acro3s the centre; ornaments above and below the word TSENZURA. A brief period 
of use (October-November 1915), during which type AS-2 seems to have disappeared. Possibly a make
shift for the missing AS-2. Scarce. 

_ Type AS-5. 26 mm. diameter. R0d Cross e:nblem with peripheral inscription in French C.R. 
RUS.(Croix Rouge Russe) between five-pointed stars at top and BUREAU PRISONNIERS below all 
within a single circle. Used with censor cachets P-9b and P-11 (No. 57/A.G.) in January 1915 on a r;gis
tered cover from Brest Litovsk Railway Station to Geneva. This seal (not illustrated) was normally 
used for insured mail from the Red Cross and its use by the censor staff, albeit exceptional, is another 
pointer to the close link betw~n the censor's office and the Red Cross Organisation. 

(b) cachets (AC) 
Type AC-1. Rectangle about 54 mm. x 20 mm. with two-line inscription VSKRYTO VOENNOI 

TSENZUROI/G. PETROGRAD' (Opened by Military Censor/Town P.:!trograd.) Introduced on 1.1.1916 
at the sa!lle time as the paper re-sealing slips and used to tic the slip to the cover, functioning as an auxiliary 
to P-16. It became obsolete with the introduction of type P-18 in January 1917, though an isolated appear
ance in July 1917 has been noted. Struck in violet, magenta, red, blue, black and green. 

Type AC-2. As type AC-I, but with spelling VOENNOYU instead of VOENNOI. In use con
currently with type AC-I, though it seems to have dropped out after July 1916. 

Type AC-3. Unframed two-line mark 56 mm. long reading VSKR YTO VOENNOI/TSEN
ZU:ilOI (Opened by Military Censor). The single recorded example is struck in violet on the back of 
an unregistered letter from Amsterdam that passed through Petrograd 19.11.15 to reach its destination 
at Arkhang,~lsk three days later. The envelope was censored at Petrograd and re-sealed with stamp
edging, which is tied by primary censor cachet P-16 (No. 437).. Despite the fact that there is no sign 
of the envelope having been opened a second time for censoring, it is possible that this mark was applied 
at Arkhangelsk. 
3. Supervisors' Marks (S) 

Under this heading ar.:: included a variety of handstruck marks which we believe denote that the 
mail in qu,~stion has rc::0ived attention from a supervisor, insp..,--ctor or some other higher cen
soring authority. 

Type S-1. Rectangle 53 mm. x 19 mm. with two-line inscription VSKRYTO VOENNOI TSEN
ZOROI G. PETROGRAD (Opened by Military Censor/Town Petrograd) and a five-pointed star to 
the left of the lower line and two such stars to the right. Appears sporadically during the period April 
to October 1917, always in violet and always struck on covers bearing type P-18, commonly on top of 
the latt•~r mark. Careful examination of such covers will reveal signs of re-opening. We infer that type 
S-1 indicate~ the work of a censor-supervisor conducting a ~•spot-check." 

Ty~e S-2. Bas:eally similar to type S-1, but with the words G. PETROGRAD omitted and the 
position5 of the stars reversed, so that two appear on the left and one on the right. Known by only three 
exa'.np!es, one recorded by Barry and two in the Casey collection. Barry's cover left Chengchow, China 
in May 1917 and probably reached Pctrograd the following month on its way to the Netherlands. Another 
left Stockholm 27.11.17 addressed to Persia, but seems to have got no further than Petrograd, where it 
received an endorsement translating RETURN TO SENDER OWING TO WARTIME CONDITIONS. 
The third was posted in Changshai, China, in September 1917 and reached Utrecht the following Decem
ber. All have Petrograd re-scaling slips and the two from China bear censor cachet P-18. Curiously 
enough. none bears a Petrograd postmark. 

Judging by Barry·s comment that type S-2 .. is noted through the greater part of 1917," it is evident 
that he confused this rare mark with the relatively common type S-1, which he did not descrice. Type 
S-2 we consider as the mark of a superior censor or insp,xtor, possibly with specialist functions(? asiatic 
affairs). 

Type S-3. Straight-line mark of about 25-30 mm. reading P. No.. . . . in fancy lettering. Occurs 
sporadically between August 1915 and August 1916 struck in violet on covers which have passed through 
the Petrograd censor office. Recorded by Wortman (B.J.R.P. 32, p. 21), who suggests that the letter 
P stands for PRA VITEL' (adminstrator) and is thus comparable with the abbreviation '"PR v-· u~ed by 
the Irkutsk ccnsorship administration. Alternate explanations include PRISMOTRSHIK (supervisor, 
inspector). P,UST AV (inspector) and nouns derived from the verbs PERE BI RAT' (to ·sort). PERIS
SLEDYV AT' (to re-examine), PRO BA VAT' (to samp!e) and PRO BI RAT" (to pick out). Only the, 
following nu!llbers have been noted: I, 62. 64, 68, 84, 89 and 139, and the scarcity of this mark suggests 
ti1at it denot,~s a '"spot-check"' or, more likely, was applied only to the top item of a bundle of censored 
corresponden~e-
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Type S-4. Unframed two-line mark reading OTPRA VIT' /No ..... (Forward, send off/No ..... ). 
The handstamp OTPRA VIT' /No. 23 is struck in violet on the back of a cover despatched from the Japan
ese Post Office in Hankow, China, to Copenhagen and endorsed "via Siberia." It left Hankow 18.11.16 
(New Style calendar), reachedPetrograd24.11.16 (Old Style calendar), but was not forwarded from there 
until 17.2.17. During this sojourn of nearly three months in Petrograd it was subjected to the normal 
censorship process, displaying re-sealing slip type R-1 and censor cachet P-16 (No. 416). We assume 
however, that the real cause of the delay in transmission, was the fact that this item had been submited 
to a superior censoring official, whose authority was required before it could be forwarded. No other 
example of this mark has been seen by us. 

4. Re-sealini; Slips (R) 
Gummed paper re-sealing slips with printed inscription were not introduced in the Petrograd censor 

office Wltil 1st January 1916, though they had been in use elsewhere in the Empire (e.g., Finland) fot some 
months. Considering that they had been tried out as long ago as 1904-1905 by the Russian Military 
Censorship Commissariat in Manchuria, the delay in utilising this method of re-sealing is remarkable. 

Unlike the practice at Moscow, where the re-sealing slip was pasted across the flap of the envelope, 
the method employed at Petrograd was to slit the envelope and ro>seal it at the side, theprintedslipbeing 
folded like a stamp-hinge for this purpose. The "Moscow" method was used on rare occasions. 

The slips were printed in sheets, which were subsequently cut up for use. Evidently the printer 
used a variety of founts on the one sheet, for careless scissor-work occasionally resulted in a label showing 
portions of adjacent inscriptions in different styles. We therefore attach no great importance to the style 
of lettering on the slips (although we have notes on some 35 sub-types) and at present limit our observat
ions to the three main types described below. 

Type R-1. Two-line inscription PETROGRADSKA Y A/VOENNAYA TSENZURA (Petrograd 
Military Censor) printed in black on white paper. Introduced at the beginning of January 1916 and in 
regular use W1til May 1917; thereafter seen with decreasing frequency Wltil November 1917. 

Type R-2. Two-line inscription VOENNAYA TSENZURA/P.V.O. (Military Censor/Petrograd 
Military District) printed in black on white paper. Introduced in May 1917 and probably in use up to 
the following March, when it was replaced by type R-3, though our records do not go beyond December 
1917. 

The printed slip R-2 is complementary to the handstamp P-18, which also reflects the institution 
of the Petrograd Military District at the end of 1916. The time-lag between the introduction of the hand
stamp, in January 1917, and the re-sealing slip R-2, together with the period of overlapping usage of 
R-1 and R-2, suggests that large stocks of R-1 had to be used up. 

Type R-3. Three-line inscription PETROGRADSKII/VOENNYI POCHTOVYI/KONTROL' 
(Petrograd Military Postal Control) printed in black on white paper. Recorded during the period Feb., 
1918 to October 1918, the new wording conformed to the policy of substituting the title 'controller· for 
"censor" implemented throughout Russia after the October Revolution. Type R-3 is much scarcer 
than its. predecessors. The five examples in the Casey collection each display a different type-face and 
it is assumed that many more sub-types exist. 

5. Control Marks (C) 
Into this category fall a variety of handstruck marks, generally framed, the function of 

which appears to have been an aid to sorting, either for censorship or for some other purpose. In many 
cases we have been unable to adduce any convincing evidence of purpose. 

Type C-1. Rectangle 15 mm. x 15-20 mm. framing a one-, two- or (rarely) a three-figure number. 
Commonly struck in violet, but also known in shades of blue and magenta. Applied both to outgoing 
and incoming foreign mail from 1st January 1916; at first only on unregistered mail and always accom
panied by a Petrograd 1st Ekspeditsiya backstamp, but by May 1917 it was in use on registered covers 
also. Covers of November 1917 to early 1918 show further innovations; hitherto applied only on the 
front of the cover, the handstamp now appears on the back and the Petrograd 1st Ekspeditstya back
stamp is lacking. Simultaneous with its extension to registered mail in Petrograd, this type of control 
mark was introduced for both registered and ordinary mail in Moscow. The Moscow version may be 
distinguished by its narrower rectangle and thicker numerals-and the numerical range is much smaller 
(Nos. 1-4 only seen). 

The following numbers have been noted: 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 16, 19, 21, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 
31, 32, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 44, 45, 46, 47, 51, 58, 61, 62, 63, 65,67, 71, 72, 78,86, 89, 93, 96, 120, 127.Figures 
86 and 89 are followed by a full-stop to distinguish them from 98 and 68; we may therefore infer the exist-
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encc of these two additional numbers. In point of fact it is only exceptionally that these marks are struck 
upside down. 

Analysing the chronological distribution of these type C-1 marks, we conclude that, starting with 
an initial 20 or so numbers, higher numbers were added as time went on, though the full range was never 
in concurrent use. Number 19 is the dominant figure for 1916, but does not seem to have survived beyond 
February of the following year. Figures in the 70s appear in 1917, while the highest·number we have 
seen, namely 127, appears on postcards that could not have reached Petrograd before 1st January 1918. 
Number 2 evidently persisted through to March 1918, the last date we have noted for this type of control 
mark. 

This control mark was not applied to every card and coyer apparently eligible to receive it. Notable 
exceptions are official correspondence (Post Office, Red Cross, etc.), mail directed to the Post Office 
Enquiry Bureau, the office dealing with Royal Correspondence and mail from foreign countries in transit 
through Russia (even though this was subject to censorship). 

It seems a safe assumption that from January 1st, 1916 until the October Revolution these marks 
were applied at Petrograd 1st Ekspeditsiya and from the fact that they are now and again concealed by 
the censor re-sealing slip we may infer (I) that they were put on before examination by the censor, and 
(2) that by time they had reached the censor they had served their purpose. Since the censors were based 
on the post office, we are permitted the corollary that these numerals were internal sorting marks. And 
thcobviousconnexionis with distribution to the various kinds of censor. This is borne out by the fact that 
the uncommon censor marks are accompanied by the scarcer types of C-1. For example, "51" usually 
appears on cards and covers placed before one of the specialist censors (type P-19): the only exception 
we have seen was the subject of scrutiny by one of the censor-supervisors. Conversely, the common 
numerals go hand-in-hand with the ordinary types of censor cachet. 

Type C-2. A cursive Cyrillic letter framed in a lozenge 20 mm. x 14 mm., the longer axis vertical. 
Invariably struck in violet, the following letters have been noted: A, K, L, M, N, 0, P, V, Z, ZH, all con
fined to the period January-November 1917. Function unknown; perhaps a censor supervisor's mark, 
this possibility being suggested by its occurence at times on foreign-bound mail lacking an ordinary censor 
mark. 

Type C-3. Arithmetical fraction framed by a triangle standing on its apex and with sides 
17-1:J mm. long. Same period of use as type C-2, struck in violet, magenta and (rarely) in red. Its use 
as a canceller has been noted on mail from the provinces that presumably arrived with uncancelled stamps. 
Function unknown; possibly an accounting mark. 

Type C-4. A single digit framed in a triangle with sides about 9 mm. long. Only two 
numbers seen-1 and 3- struck in violet or blue, and all on overweight or official letters during 
the period July 1916 to July 1917. Function unknown. 

Type C-5. Inscription "No ..... " in thick-framed triangle with sides 26-29 mm. long. Only 
two numbers seen, No. 3 and No. 6, struck in violet or blue and all on overweight or official letters during 
the period August to October 1917. Apparently replaces type C-4. Function unknown. 

The triangle motif on Russian covers has frequently aroused curiosity. An unusual occurrence 
is the red paper triangle tied by a St. Petersburg postmark. This was illustrated in B.J.R.P. No. 39 by 
a card from Hoppenhof fo Kronshtadt 18.2.13 in the collection of Mr. K. Freyman, and there is another, 
dated 27.6.14, on a locally addressed letter-card in the Casey collection. We understand that similar 
adhesive triangles are found on Austrian mail of the same period and that in this case they denote cen
sorship. Some form of civilian censorship seems a likely explanation for the Russian examples, as also 
for the much later "Ekspeditsiya" postmarks featuring three triangles discussed in B.J.R.P. No. 37. 
Appearing in December 1918, these "Ekspeditsiya" marks follow directly on the cessation of military 
censorship in Petrograd and continue into 1925. We thus have the interesting possibility that the triangle 
is the symbol of non-military censorship-and hence a possible explanation for types C-4 and C-5. 

Type C-6. Double-lined circle of 12 mm. diameter framing a one- or two- figure number in the 
same style as type C-1. All the examples we have seen are struck in violet and occur in the period January 
to July 1916. All are accompanied by receipt marks of the Petrograd Enquiry Bureau and/or by attached 
paper enquiry slips or handstruck marks indicating difficulty in locating the address. Evidently type 
C-6 was applied to mail wrongly or inadequately addressed, the individual number identifying the clerk 
handling the enquiry. A superficially similar control mark used by the Germans may be distinguished 
by its single-line frame and its full-stop after the number. 
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CENSOR MARKS WRONGLY ATTRIBUTED TO PETROGRAD 
Two censor marks were incorrectly ascribed to St. Petersburg/Petrograd in John Barry·s article 

in B.J.R.P. No. 20. His type 10 does not belong to Petrograd, but is an Odessa censor mark. The so
called St. Pctersburg censor mark, Barry's type 50, is in fact a handstamp applied by the censor with the 
Army of the Western Front. 
LOCATION OF THE PETROGRAD CENSOR OFFICE 

A close relationship seems to have existed between the Russian Red Cross Society and the censor
ship organisation in Petrograd, at least up to late 1915. Commonly the Red Cross insignia, censorship 
cachet and date stamp of Petrograd 6th Ekspeditsiya arc all applied in an identical shade of red ink. 
Occasionally a censored cover is found re-sealed with the wax Red Cross emblem instead of the normal 
military censor seal. It may be surmised that in the early stages of the war a combined Censorship/Red 
Cross P.O.W. Bureau existed at Petrograd 6th Ekspeditsiya, where Red Cross, postal and military staff 
shared accommodation and facilities and occasionally borrowed each others handstamps. With the inferred 
re-organisation of the censorship structure in January 1916, the censor office is believed to have moved 
to Petrograd 1 st Ekspcditsiya. 

HISTORY OF THE PETROGRAD CENSOR OFFICE 
Military censorship came into operation immediately on the outbreak of war in July 1914. What 

are believed to be the earliest censor insignia brought into use in Petrograd, namely types P-1 and AS-1, 
bear the hall~marks of improvisation. AS-1 is merely the ordinary post office seal made to do service, 
thereby permitting the name "St. Petersburg" a unique and brief appearance in the annals of the P~tro
grad censor. 

By October 1914 several handstamps of oval format were available to the Pctrograd military cen
sors, who from time to time identified themselves by scribbled initials. There quickly followed a pro
liferation of censor handstamps, some issued for general purposes, others for the censor's individual use, 
incorporating his number initials or both, thus constituting a personal monogram. In August 1915 
these were largely replaced by a standard type (P-16) with the censor's number added. 

From January 1916, presumably in response to increasing pressure of work, radical changes were 
implemented in the Petrograd censor system. Wax scaling, which had been a characteristic feature in 
the handling of registered mail from the beginning of the war, was dropped as a general practice in favour 
of gummed paper re-scaling slips (R) tied by auxiliary cachets (AC). At the same time, control marks 
(C) were introduced as an aid to sorting unregistered mail. 

A year later, in January 1917, a further streamlining of the system took place with the replace
ment of type P-16 by a new form of standard censor cachet incorporating the initials "P.V.O." (Petrograd 
Military District) (P-18). This took over the functions of both censor cachet and auxiliary tie-mark on 
registered mail. A possible inference from this change is that manpower shortage had now compelled 
the censor to take over the duties previously performed by ancilliary staff in respect of registered mail. 

January 1917 also saw the introduction of a number of new control marks, and later in the year, 
possibly coinciding with the Kerensky regime, some new supervisory marks. Curiously enough, the 
"October Revolution" seems to have had no immediate influence on the censor system in the Capital, 
though eventually reflected in the changed inscription on the paper re-sealing slips, the word "censor" 
being replaced by "controller." 

MODERN SOVIET VARIETIES 
A. S. Waugh 

In this issue we shall move away from the imperforate material that have been the feature 
of previous articles and consider some of the interesting types that can be found hidden among stamps 
that are in themselves of no great value. Some of this material has been written up in our esteemed con
tempory "Rossica", but this is the first time it will have been illustrated in this country. 

The author would welcome information pertaining to reprints of the 1925 designs issued imper
forate in 1931 and printed on paper used for the State Bonds of the U.S.S.R. Examples of this paper 
with wording in Cyrillic capitals printed on the back are shown in figure 1. The paper is thick and 
ungummed and the colour changes of the designs would lead us to believe these must be classified as 
reprinted proofs. Designs range from the 1925 Lenin Mausoleum, 7k. Brown, 7k. Blue, and 20k. Red. 
1925 Popov Radio commemoratives, 7k. Blue, 20k. Red-Brown, and 20k. Greenish-Brown. 1925 
Leningrad University 200th Anniversary 3k. is the issued colour. It would be useful to learn how many 
designs were so issued, how many colour changes, the number per sheet, and the status of this material. 
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In 1943 the 60k. standard definitive stamp (first issued in 1939 printed in carmine by photogravure 
to a design of the State arms of the U.S.S.R. by "Goznak") was reissued in copper red, printed by typog
raphy to a redrawn design. This stamp featured again the State arms which in tum incorporates a five 
pointed star at the top of the armorial bearings. Stamps of this issue can be found in two types, the top 
of the star touching the ribbon containing the letters "Pochta," and with a line extending from this top 
point of the star to the ribbon as shown in the enlarged photos fig. 2. 

The first anniversary of the Karelo-Finnish Republic was commemorated by the issue in March 
1941 of two stamps in the same design printed by photogravure, and drawn by the artist E. Dubassov. 
The higher value, 45k. green, can te found in the two well-known types. The principal differences can 
te found in the lowest part of the arms. In the normal stamp this is composed of 4 dark and 5 light alter
native bands of shading, the variety on the other hand is composed entirely of fine dots. There are shade 
variations between the two types, the variety being a much darker shade of green. The photos (fig. 3) 
illustrate these points. 

An issue of Sports stamps in September 1948 was composed of 4 designs by V. Andreev, printed 
in photogravure in single colours. The 30k. value featuring Football, comes in two sizes of format, 
regular issue, 33 x 22 m/m and the variety, 32 x 21 m/m. The 50k. stamp of the same series shows a high 
diver the stamp being printed in blue. There are two distinctive types of design. The enlarged photos 
(fig. 4) clearly indicate some of the differences in the design. Principally these consist in the oval at the 
base of the stamp being both larger and with heavier lettering in the common stamps, the "5" of the 50k. 
is offset to the left whereas in the variety it is over the "K" of Kop, note also the changes in the water 
shading and not shown in the photos the differing cloud formations. 

The year 1948 saw the 30th anniversary of the Young Communist Youth organisation celebrated 
by an issue of 6 stamps to the designs of E. Sokolov. The 20k. value shows a mass sports parade. 
Printed by photogravure, this stamp can be found in two distinctive types (see fig. 5), one is printed clear 
and sharp and the other dull in tone and somewhat fuzzy in appearance. However on closer inspection 
it will be found that there are further differences leading to the conclusion that the original printing was 
considered unsatisfactory and the design was redrawn. The figures of value and the three orders seen in 
the top left hand of the stamp have all received attention. The hammer and sickle symbol in the centre 
motif and in the third order have both been modified, and the top of the large left hand standard varies 
in distance from the frame line. The more common stamp is slightly smaller being 39.50 m/m wide 
against the 39.75 m/m of the variety. 

An issue for Russian scientists was produced in August 1951 in 16 values to designs by V. Zavialov 
and printed in photogravure. All except 4 values can be found in two formats viz., 22.5 x 33 m/m and 
21.5 x 32 m/m. The stamp featuring N. I. Lobachevsky in this series can also be found with two types 
of "1951" in the date panel at the top of the design fig. 6. Some copies have a serified figure "I" and 
others have straight figures, the sizes of the Russian sign for year also vary in proportion. 

Members may like to read about some varieties that did not go on sale, the following information 
is condensed from an article by Mikhail Milkin, and presented along with the illustration (figure 7) through 
the courtesy of the Novosti Press Agency to whom due acknowledgment is made. Several varieties which 
did not reach collectors concern the stamps issued to honour Robert Burns, the great national poet of 
Scotland. In August 1956 a 40k. stamp bearing the Bums portrait was printed in offset lithography 
in single colour and issued with a comb perforation of 12 x 12½. Nine months later the same design 
by "Goznak" was re-issued being printed this time in two colour recess printing from steel die engravings 
and line perforated 12½. This latter stamp was used to celebrate the Bicentenary of the Birth of Robert 
Bums by overprinting it with the Jubilee dates "1759-1959" in carmine red. When printing the 1957 
stamp the second colour often failed to exactly register in the oval centre of the design. · This was not 
considered important at the time, however when the jubilee dates were added they very oftel) overprinted 
the poet's head and face. The illustration shows two examples of the trouble experienced, on one the 
the date of birth becomes "175" instead of" 1759" and on the other "759." Such stamps were scrapped 
before reaching the public, but as a result, the Burns' stamp with overprint was issued in far smaller quan
tities than the normal Soviet commemorative printing. 
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"USED ABROAD'' CHRONICLE-XIV 
M. V. Liphschutz and I. B; Maslowski 

It is a difficult task inde~d to take over the "Used Abro1d Chronicle" after the distinguished scholar 
that was our friend, the late Simon D. Tchilinghirian. 

We do not have, we fear, the knowledge nor the experience of our lamented colleague, but we 
hope that with the valuable help of Mr. W. S. E. Stephen and all the members of the B.S.R.P., we will 
succeed in this difficult task. 

Please will the members ke~p us informed about the material they discover as they were doing 
with Messrs. Tchilinghirian and Stephen. 

One of our first aims will be a complete balance of che::k lists as they are known today. It se~ms 
that only the most important dis::overies were mentioned so far, for lack of space, whereas the complete 
lists, if and when published, could-and probably would-alter in a very substantial way the degree of 
scarcity and hence the value of certain postmarks. 

To this effect, we have planned to start with the Khanate of Khiva can::ellations, as being one of 
the most mysterious and the less known of the Russian stamps Used Abroad. 

We have had word from the Soviet Union, espe::ially from Dr. N. V. Luchnik, about these post
marks, and these informations alter in a significant way the situation as it was believed to be in the past. 

We kindly ask our readers to notify us, as soon as possible, EVERYTHING they have with the 
Khanate of Khiva postmarks (types of cancellations, including sub-types and the year of issue of the 
stamps. A drawing, eve.1 imperfect, would be appreciated for unknown postmarks). 

The present fourteenth instalment, covers items communicated up to the end of January, 1968. 
( I) CONSTANTINOPLE-

Dr. Alfred H. Wortman notifies a variant of the Constantinople-Galata postmark (Vol. 1, p.51). 
As readers will see from the drawing on fig. 227, the word R .O.P.i T. is narrower, the .. p•· (Russian 

R) of R.O.P.i T. is exactly over the •·T" of "Pochtovaya" and the .. T" over the "H" (Russian N) of "Kon
tora ." 

The date of the cancellation being 23.111.1904, this newly discovered type may well be considered 
as an earlier type I of Galata (Vol. I, p.41, fig. 22). 
( 2) MYTILENE-

Mr. M. Liphschutz notifies an unknown postmark of this city of the general EE type (see fig. 228). 
Its place should be between types 2 and 3 of Mytilene (Vol. II, p. 126) and its period of use was in the 
late nineties. Mr. Liphschutz has it on piece, on a 10 kop. Levant 1890 reissue. 
( 3) CA V ALIA-

Mr. Kurt Adler notifies an addition to the check-list of th is town, a block of four of the 10 para 
on 2 kop. vertically laid cancelled with the double oval type 1 (fig. 185) the date being 13th September, 
1907. 
( 4) TiUPOLI-

We have now the opportunity to provide a precise drawing of the postm::i.rk typ;! 3 mentioned 
"approximately" by S. D.T. in Vol. II (fig. 211). 

This postmark is on the famous cover ex-Faberge mentioned on pp. 153-54 with a vertic:ll strip 
of four 2 kop. R.O.P.i T. cancelled by the m'Jte diamonds type 1. Contrary of what was presum;:d until 
now, this postmark type 3 was applied with the diamonds and not the postmark type 2 (Port Tripoli). 
Notified by Mr. Liphschutz (see fig. 229). 
( 5) TABRIZ-

On p. 205, Vol. Ill. S. D. T. had written: "Tabriz has be;!n named by S'.)me early authoritie'> as 
one of the towns where a Russian Post Office was in operation in the XIXth century, but no records of 
its activities appear to be available nowadays." 

We think that this gap can be filled partly by the sensational postmark found by I. B. Malowski 
on a cover in his collection. 

This letter was sent from Tabriz to Versailles, France, franked with a Russian 1875 horizontally 
laid 8 kop. cancelled with the Russian front ier c.d.s. "Djulfinsk. P.O." (Djulfa Post Office) dated 
4.Yll .1877 and transit postmarks of Moscow, S.P.B. and Erquelines (French entry mark). 

The Tabriz postmark (fig. 230) consists of a rectangular framed, protably prephilatelic, design 
dated 4th June (although it may te 14th or 24th). The year is missing and Tabriz is spelt Tabris ( .. s" 
instead of .. z"'). 

The que~tion remains open whether this postmark was applied by a Russian P.O. or by a for
warding agent. 
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( 6) CASPIAN SEA SHIP MAIL (Caucasus and Mercury Steamshipping Company) 
Mr. P. Ashford submits a part drawing on a I eh. orange & green Persian definitive stamp (monarch 

full face) of what seems to be the marking of the "S.S. Teheran" mentioned in Mr. Stephen·s article in 
the B.J.R,P. No. 41, pp. 6-7. 

Mr. Ashford's drawing completes somewhat and expands fig. 16 in the B.J.R.P. No. 28 where the 
nan:e of the vessel was spelt erroneously " .... erak" instead of" .... eran." (For new more complete 
drawing see fig. 231). 
( 7) ST ARAYA BUKHARA-

Mr. R. S. Blomfield notifies a postmark type 8 sub-type 8-B (fig. 882) with bars inside the inner 
circle on a 1902-05 vertically laid 70 kop., dated 12.V.1905, while Mr. Liphschutz has the same marking 
on a 1902 vertically laid I Rouble dated 8.V.1905. 

This postmark being apparently of a frequent use, the bars have a trend towards disappearing in 
the years 1908-10. 
( 8) NOVO-BUKHARSKA YA-

Dr. Wortman notifies an additional item to the check-list of this very elusive postmark first men
tioned in No. 28 of the B.J.R.P. (fig. 19). This time it is on a 1904 vertically laid 20 kop. 
( 9) SA.RAI-

S. D. T's collection which was sold by Robson Lowe in February contained the 1879 horizontally 
laid 7 kop. cancelled with what was described in Vol. III, p. 250 as type 1 (fig. 382) of this Bukhara city. 

Mr. Liphschutz acquired the lot and .... we are sorry to report that this postmark supposed to 
be "Saraiskaya P.O." (Sarai Post Office) is in fact "Saraiskaya P.S." (Pochtovaya Stanzia, i.e. Postal 
Station) located in the Riazan Government. 

The "G" of "Gubernia" (Government) is clearly visible on the stamp under the right figure "I,'' 
but this was not reproduced in fig. 382. 

Dr. Wortman confirms that he had be~n certain for a long time that this "Saraiskaya .. was not 
a Used Abroad postmark. To sum up, the first known postmark of Sarai is now the one described as 
Type 2 (fig. 383). 
(10) TERMEZ-

Mr. Blomfield notifies a new sub-type of Type l sub-type 1-B with the date centred on a 1889 hori
zontally laid I Rouble and on a 1902-05 vertically laid 50 kop. 

Mr. Liphschutz has the same sub-type on a 1902-05 vertically laid 1 Rouble and on a piece featuring 
two 1902-05 I kop. and a 5 kop. imprinted entire (no thunderbolts). 

This postmark is re;,roduced on fig. 232. 
(11) PORT ARTHUR-

Mr. James Riddell notifies a variant of the postmark type 2 sub-type 2-B (fig. 539). This new 
sub-type which Mr. Riddell has on a 1903 letter from Shanghai is a transit mark. The right •-r· is lower 
than the left hand one (see fig. 233). 

(12) MANCHULI TOWN-
Messrs. Liphschutz and Maslowski notify a hitherto unknown small postmark of this town, 

namely a new variant of sub-type 2-B which both have on a strip of three of the 1909 7 kop. chalk lines. 
Mr. Liphschutz's date is 7.IX.09 and Mr. Maslowski's is 13.XI.I0. 

The respective diameters of the two circles are 24.5 and 18 mm. 
The letters of "Manchuria" are smaller and the letter "b" indicating the sub-type is of a quite 

different type (see fig. 234). 
(13) SHIP MAIL TO KOREA 

(a) GENSAN 
Mr. Liphs~hutz notifi:!!l an addition to the check-list of the postmark described in the B.J.R.P. 

No. 29, fig. 40 and the B.J.R.P. No. 40, fig. 205. 
He owns a 7 kop. "no -:thunderbolts" entire (140 x 110) with an additional 1884 3 kop. non 

thunderbolts stamp and dated 30.V.1894. 
The cover also bears the framed "Paquebot" mark. 
We may consider that this is the earliest type of Russian stamp ca:1ce!led Ge!ls:rn and the only 

"no thunderbolts" type of stamp known so far with this mark. 
This is also presumably the earliest use of the "Paquebot" mark on this line as the 1893 entire, 

also owned by Mr. Lipschutz and described in the B.J.R.P. No. 38, p. 23, bears a ship mark a triangular 
"GENSHIP." 
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(b) SUNGJIN-JOSHIN 
Mr. Blomfield has now received more information about the cancellation of the ship mail cover 

in his collection described in the B.J.R.P. No. 31, fiJ. 95. 
The port where this postmark was applied is Sungjin in North-eastern Korea (also known as Joshin. 

adds Mr. Blomfield). 
The date is Aug. 12th Meiji 36th year (19J3). 
This is a valuable addition to the list of Korean ports for Russian stamps Used Abroad. 
The cover was sent from Vladivostok to New York, franked with a 1889 20 kop. horizontally laid 

stamp and cancelled with the postmark of fig. 95. It bears transit markings of Nagasaki 16.VIII.1903 
and Yokohama 19.VIIL1903. 
(14) SHIP MAIL TO JAPAN-

Mr. K. Adler has produced a remarkable new addition to the list of Japanes~ arrival markings on 
Russian stamps. 

Ti1is time it is the city of Moji, a port on the Northern tip of Kyushu Island, about 
100 miles straight-line North-East of Nagasaki. 

This postmark (of pl'.fple colour!) is applied on a piece bearing, 1 stamp of 7 kop., 2 stamps of 
14 kop. and 1 stamp of 35 kop. horizontally laid, (see fi3. 235) and d:ued 6.11.1903. 

THE MARKET IN RUSSIAN POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL 
B. Rigby-Hall 

We dare not think back to the 1950"s ... . and the late 1940's must be only a beautiful memoryr 
The market value of Russian Postal History material (covers and cancellations) has, like that of all others. 
countries and areas in the field, advanced with massive strides. 

No-one can be surprised. The Philatelic Goose has almost strangled herself by the post-World
War-Two emergence of Eastern European new issues, commercial "philatelic agency" prostitution of 
newly-independent states and the pantomime performances of parts of the Near and Middle East. The 
collector will always, quite rightly, choose what he wants to collect but even the schoolboy now sees how 
silly it has all become. We should all be loathe to abandon our beloved hobby and therefore, as each 
year has passed, more and more collectors have turned away from "stickers" to real philately. 

The reflection from this ever-growing, and already vast, army of students has shown itself in the 
auction prices of material and there will be no pause in this movement'as long as the world lives in doubt 
of its own monetary systems and values. There is not a single hard currency which will not buy less today 
than it did five years ago and the protective investment hedge which philately provides is something recog
nised by commerce everywhere. Almost any cover purchased ten years ago will now show not merely 
a profit, but a handsome profit, to its owner. 

In the foreword to the 24th March, 1962 catalogue I wrote "I have had occasion, at earlier times. 
to write of the astonishing interest which has grown during the past twenty-five years in Postal History, 
and where lots have been particularly attractive the competition to secure them has rather startled me! 
There was. in the September 1961 sale, one particular lot on which no less than twenty-two separate bids 
were received and it is perfectly apparent that today's prices will be a mere shadow of thos~ in 1972." 

I list below a variety of covers which have appeared in our sales during the past six months and I 
calculate that none of them show an increase in value of less than 100 % from prices which were current 
five years ago! (In this list the symbol X indicates an envelope, Fa front only.) 

ARMENIA: 1919 part F franked with Imperial 10'.<. on 7k. and lr. (pair) perforated adhesives. 
all with the framed "Z" overprint and tied by Karaklis c.d.s., a-::companied by Karaklis regis
tration etiquette. Estimate £10; Realisation £14. 
AZERBAIJAN : 1922 X franked with 1921-22 IOO0r. (2) and 3000r. (2). 1922 provisional 33,000r_ 
on 250r. (both with inverted surcharges) and 66,000r. on 2,000r. (2), all tied by Baku c.d.s. Est i
mate £20; Realisation £20. 
GEORGIA: 1923 registered X to New York, franked with hand-overprinted 10,000r. on 1,000r .• 
20,000r. on 500r. and a strip of four 80,000r. on 3,000r. pictorial adhesives all tied by Batum c.d.s. 
Estimate £ 12: Realisation £20. 
RUSSIA : 1921 registered X to New York, franked with a strip of five Imperial 2k. adhesives sur
charged "250r:· and initials in red MS. all tied by Minsk c.d.s. On the obverse is a small adhes
ive l;bel reading '·POST OFFICE. NEW YORK N.Y.(Returned to sender for the reason that/the 
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registry service is suspended./NO'.l'E: Letters and post cards may be sent/to Russia by ordinary 
(unregistered) mail." Estimate: £40; Realisation £55. 
SIBERIA: 1921 registered X to Philadelphia, franked with a pair of Imperial Russia 5k. adhes
ives surcharged "P.5 P." by Atarnan Semyonov for use in the Transbaikal Province, both tied 
by Chita c.d.s. Estimate £30; Realisation £36. 
SIBERIA: 1921 registered X to U.S.A., franked with Far Eastern Republic 10k. Chita and 
a Russian 20k. on 14k. adhesive overprinted "DBP'', both tied by Vladivostok c.d.s. Estimate 
£15; Realisation £16. 
SIBERIA: 1923 registered X to New York, franked with Far Eastern Republic lk. and 50k. Chita 
used in combination with a Russian 70r. adhesive surcharged 2k. for use in the Far East, all tied 
by Vladivostok c.d.s. Estimate £25; Realisation £25. 
UKRAINE: 1921 registered X to New York, franked with five Russian 3r.50 imperforate adhes
ives with large Kiev trident overprints in violet. Estimate £15; Realisation £18. 
RUSSIA: 1913 4k. p.s. card to Potsdarn, cancelled by two strikes of the doubl~ring oval "VLADI
VOST-ZURUGA/PAROKH." d.s. Estimate £20; Realisation £21. 
NORTH-WEST RUSSIA: 1919 X franked with the complete set offive General Rodzianko imper
forate adhesives, each tied by c.d.s. On the reverse is a Tallinn c.d.s., of receipt. Estimate £12; 
Realisation £15. 
Such a list could continue indefinitely but the ten items given above will indicate with what avidity 

material is snapped up. Auction realisations are amongst the most interesting columns now appearing 
in the philatelic press but this does not mean that collectors are now thinking avariciously-merely that 
·they are seeking a means of protecting themselves financially against whatever unpleasant surprises the 
world may provide for us next! 

And who can blame a cautious, far-thinking man? 

UKRAINE 

C. W. Roberts 

COVERS 
Some eight years ago, at the request of the then Editor, I wrote an article on Ukraine 

Covers (Journal No. 26, page 4). Much of what I wrote then .applies today except the very important 
question of prices. Prices of Ukraine stamps have gone up considerably in this period, and prices of 
·Ukraine covers even more so. · 

In these notes I . try to give an indication of relative worth at the time of writing, but covers are 

so much an individual matter that it is not possible to lay down hard and fast rules for valueing them. An 
attractive cover will always fetch much more than an unattractive one-other things being equal. 

Values have changed rapidly in recent years and there is no doubt that prices vary very consider
ably from country to country, with perhaps the highest prices now being paid in America. That this 
might be so, I recently had confirmation from two sources. At the recent International Exhibition in 
Amsterdam, which unfortunately I was not able to atten~, I heard that Continental Dealers' prices for 
covers (not considered cheap by my very knowledgeable informant) compared with those of American 
Dealers were about on a ratio of 1 Swiss franc to 1 d?llar U.S.A., which makes the American price rather 
-over four times as much. In September 1967 I was m the States and was offered by an American Dealer 
£100 for a cover (philatelic) which I could not myself h~mestly value at more than £15/£20. A few years 
ago Germany was perhaps the cheapest source for Ukrame covers, but I am not sure that is the case today. 

YEKA TERINOSLA V 
There is perhaps less I can say about the tridents of this District that will be of help to collectors 

than there is about those of any of the other Districts. At one time quite scarce, Type 1 overprints are 
now amongst the commonest tridents and there is little of special inte~est. A glance at the catalogue 
will show that only the 35 kop perf. and the 2 kop, 5 kop and 35 kop 1mperf. are of much value. The 
kopeck values were overprinted 5 at a time, but the number of settings is legion and I cannot recommend 
anyone to spend time in trying to sort out the individual handstamps. The method of fixing the tridents 
in a holder does not seem to have been very satisfactory and they frequently had to be reset. Still it is 
much better to collect them in strips of five, if only because that should make forgeries more easily recog
nisable. 
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The smaller Type 1 exists in violet on the 1 kop perf. and imperf. and (rare) on the 5 kop perf. It 
also exists in red on the 10 kop. Perhaps these varieties should be obvious since the normal overprints 
are all in black, but I mention them specially because they were found in Bright"s stock (except the 5 kop 
perf.) and so there is every prospect of further copies turning up in this country. They are certainly worth 
finding. 
Type 2 

This is a larger trident with a double lined frame and was used on the Rouble values and the 10· 
kop. It is scarce except on the lR an4 3!R imperf. Normally applied in black, it exists also in violet
black, and though this is not too obvious such overprints are rare and will want some finding. Beware 
also of forgeries. The 10 rouble perf. and imperf. were not overprinted with a Yekaterinoslav trident, 
so any you come across are forgeries. 

From this District originated perhaps the largest collection of Ukraine philatelic covers-those 
of Herr Schierhorn. Almost always with the postmark of "Enacievo Ekat.'' they are nevertheless of 
quite pleasant appearance and although frowned on for many years by the U.P.V. are beginning to fetch 
better prices in this country. In the early days they fetched what would nowadays be considered fan
tastic prices, but then even ordinary Yekaterinoslav stamps were expensive too. Genuine non-philatelic 
covers in my experience are not too easy to come by and should be worth considerably more especially 
with Type 2 overprints. 
POLTAVA 

This small double-lined trident is quite a headache because frequently the overprint is so blurred· 
or indistinct that it is difficult to make out exactly what it is. There are three sub-types of Type 1 and 
Type 2 is more or less a reverse of Type 1. The 2k. perf. with Type 1 overprint in violet is a common 
stamp. A few values are obtainable at reasonable prices in violet which might be described as its normal 
colour although most values exist with a black overprint. With the exception of some of the Rouble 
values they are all much scarcer thus. A few values exist with a peculiar green coloured overprint, but 
these are all rare. Type 2 is normally a black overprint and virtually all values are scarce to very rare, 
the commonest being the lR. imperf. for which you might well have to pay around £1. The Soviet Cata
logue lists the 50k. perf. with Type 2 overprint in violet and a few other values are known thus, almost all 
being from the Bute Collection and without gum. These are all rare. 

For some reason Poltava covers are among the scarcest of all Ukraine Covers and are rarely obtain
able under £10, even with the least valuable stamps on them. 

The above notes were written prior to the devaluation of the'£. I do not think there is any ques
tion that except possibly for the cheapest Ukraine stamps the result must be an increase in price of at 
least 15 %. This will be emphasised as the tendency of prices recently has been upwards. 

Perhaps an interesting sidelight on Ukraine prices is a small book I have, issued by Karl Hennig 
of Weimar in March 1920 in which he illustrates a good many Yekaterinoslav stamps and over 50 covers, 
all prices in U.S. dollars. The prices for the stamps were absurdly high by present day standards-some 
very much more so than others. The cheapest were the 2k. and 3k. perf. and the 3k. imper. all 25 cents 
whereas today you could buy them for a small fraction of this. The 10/7, now one of the commonest 
(S.G. 8d.) was priced at 5 dollars each. A few values were missing, notably the 7k. Virtually every cover 
was addressed to Enacievo, and all the used stamps illustrated had that postmark. An interesting point 
was that all the stamps were priced the same used and unused and covers at double the price of the stamps. 
Schierhorn covers were on the same basis as Money Orders and non-philatelic letters genuinely used 
through the post. Times have certainly changed. 

HERALDRY ON ZEMSTVO POSTAGE STAMPS 
The late Vladimir von Richter 

I have always had an ardent desire to ascertain the true meaning of the coats-of-arms depicted on 
many of the zemstvo stamps, a subject only touched upon by F. W. Speers (Rossica 70) and generally 
neglected by philatelists. Long ago I had heard of a rare book dealing with this topic, but I was unable 
to find it either in London or Paris. It was here in Poland that I was at last able to obtain it from a friend. 
This is the work of P. P. von Vinkler "Coats-of-arms of tow11s, govemmellfs, pro1•i11ces and possady (small 
suburban towns-V. R.) of the Russia11 Empire.'' Published in St. Petersburg in _1899, the book is of 
folio size, printed on chalk-surfaced paper, and its 311 pages contain black and white illustrations of no 
less than 834 coats-of-arms. In the preface P. P. Vinkler points to the gap in Russian literature on this 
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-subject and the extensive and lengthy research required. His main aim was to depict and describe accur
ately all coats-of-arms which had been ratified and incorporated in the Code of Laws. Few copies of 
this work were published and probably most of them were lost during the Revolution. In order to appreci
ate Vinkler's heraldic descriptions a knowledge of both 18th and 19th century literary Russian is required. 

In this brief article I wish to draw the attention of collectors of zemstvos to those arms which are 
incorrectly or obs:::urely represented on the stamps. Generally speaking, the designs on the stamps issued 
by the State Paper Printing Office are correct. Discrepancies between the official arms as described by 
Vinkler and those depicted on zemstvo stamps are mentioned below. 

Atkarsk. The terns should be flying to the right and not upwards as shown on the stamps. 
Berdyansk. The domed object in the upper left corner is a nomad·s nogai tent, not a beehive as 

assumed in Chuchin's catalogue. 
Bugulma. The arms incorporate a silver fish, called in Russian "pestrushka," not a white hart 

as we see on the stamps beginning with Type 6. 
Byezhetsk. Below the arms of Tver should be a raspberry bush. 
Gadiach. The design on the stamps is not clear. It is meant to represent Archangel Michael 

piercing a black devil with a golden spear. Schmidt and Faberge (1912) stated that the first stamp issue 
of this zemstvo was in January 1884, but on my copy of No. 2 there is a perfectly legible MS cancellation 
in black ink "1883 March 7," on which is superimposed the Gadiach circular cancellation in blue. This 
stamp was first described in detail as early as March 1884 in the magazine "Le timbre poste" No. 262 and 
263 and again in the "Philatelist" No. l in January 1885. 

Griazovets. In the coat-of-arms of this district there is "a tool used in dyeing linen." 
Demiansk. On the stam;:,s the coat-of-arms is crude and not quite clear. The emblem in the 

lower half is meant to be a sheaf of rye. The letters in the corner "N.G.D.Z.' 0 are the initials of Nov
gorod Government, Demiansk Zemstvo. 

Dnieprovsk. The coat-of-arms, shown on stamps of Type 4, is rat:1er puzzling. According to 
Schmidt and Faberge (1912) Dnieprovsk took the arms of Alioshki, another town of the same Govern
ment (Taurida). Vinkler tells us that it represents an emblematic river with a golden sceptre-a token 
of the richness and abundance the River Dnieper provides to this district. 

Kamyishlof. "On a green field a wheatsheaf with sickle and flail." 
Kirillof. "On a wooden tripod an iron 'klepalo' hanging by a chain with two iron hammers." 

A 'klepalo' is a kind of gong used in the old days instead of bells and it figures on the coat-of-arms as a 
symbol of the old monastery located in this town. 

Kobelaky. Vinkler does not describe the arms of this district, nor those of Konstantinograd, 
Novovzensk and Soroki, because they were not recognised in the Code of Laws, though their coats-of
arms are depicted on the zemstvo stamps. 

Krapvina. The name of this town in Russian means "nettle" and its coat-of-arms incorporates 
a star-shaped arrangement of nettles. 

Lebedian. On the official arms the swan faces right with folded wings: on the zemstvo stamps 
it faces left with outstretched wings. 

Lubny. Ratified in 1782, the arms depict, on an azure ground, a hand protruding from a cloud 
and holding a cossack hetman's staff of office in gold. These arms are reproduced onJhe stamps (Type 
5) without the cloud. 

Maloarkhangelsk. The coat-of-arms, ratified in 1781, appears on stamps of Type 1 only. At 
the top of the escutcheon are the arms of the Orlov Government and below are the District arms-on a 
golden ground a flying archangel striking a devil with a blazing sword. 

Mariupol. The coat-of-arms on the stamps is incorrect. The correct one, ratified in 1811, shows 
on a black ground, a silver half-moon, with a golden orthodox cross above. This symbolized Royal 
protection and Russia's liberation from Mohammedan oppression of the Asian Christians from Taurida 
(Crimea). 

Melitopol. The District coat-of-arms was ratified in 1844. The upper part shows a double
headed eagle on a field of gold (commemorating the conquest of the Crimea) and the lower a golden book 
with a cross (signifying the settlement of Christians there). Only the upper part of these arms appears 
on the very rare stamps of Type 1. This is the same emblem which features in the State arms and the 
stamps had to be withdrawn because of their similarity to the postage stamps of the Central Govern
ment. Subsequent stamp issues by the Melitopol zemstvo depict a postman on horseback. 

Novomoskofsk. Ratified in 1811, this puzzling coat-of-arms, featured on the stamps, is supposed 
to represent a star rising on the horizon and a broken sabre below. 
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Okchansk. It is difficult to say precisely what is represented on Types 2 and 3, but on Ty~ 4_g 
the design is clearer. We see a net, gaff, and another item of fishermen's gear called "merezhki" in 
Russian. 

Osa. Stamps of Types 1-5 depict an unofficial coat-of-arms, which is therefore not described by 
Vinkler. The official District arms, ratified in 1783, appear on stamps of Type 7; the upper half of the 
escutcheon bears the arms of Perm and below, on a silver field, is a beehive in a tree with bees in flight. 

Petrozavodsk. The coat-of-arms is incorrectly depicted on the stamps. The correct one was 
ratified as early as 1781 and features the arms of Novgorod in the upper half of the escutcheon and three 
hammers borne on three bands in the lower half. The stamps show the arms of Olonets, to whic!l Govern
ment Petrozavodsk was ceded. 

Pskof. The coat-of-arms, ratified in 1781, is correctly reproduced on the stamps. It features a 
leopard on an azure field with a hand protruding from a cloud overhead. In ancient times this animal 
was called "parduss" or ··barss" by Russians (in French "quepard") and is mentioned in the oldest 
Russian annals of the 11 th and 12th centuries. It appears in the mural paintings of St. Sophie·s Cathedral 
in Kiev, founded in 1037. It is doubtful if this animal could breed farther north than the Caucasus,. 
though the same could be said of the lion represented in the arms of Rzhef, Vladimir and Reval. 

Shlisselburg. It is uncertain what the design on the stamps represents. The official coat-of-arms, 
ratified in 1780, depicts a silver wall surmounted by a golden cross with a crown, all on an azure ground. 

Sumy. The coat-of-arms was ratified in 1782 and depicts three black bags with straps ("Suma," 
in Russian a bag). 

Ustsysolsk. The official arms of this zemstvo show the arms of Vologda Government above a 
bear crouching in its den. On stamps of Types 1, 10, 11 and 12 the design incorporates a walking bear. 

Valdai. On the stamps the character of the arms is not at all clear. On the right is a green moun
tain; to the left is the Imperial Crown borne on an ermine mantle, symbolizing the favour and protection 
of the Empress Catherine the Great. (In the old days this small town was renowned for its bells, its_ 
troikas .... and for its gay, pleasure-seeking girls). 

Vasil. The triangular object represented on the zemstvo stamps is the stern of a ship, the Dis
trict being a well-known source of ships' timber. 

Velsk. The arms of this District, reproduced on the stamps, figure a barrel of tar, the chief pro-
duct of the region. 

Verkhotur. The arms include a sable and the letter "V," the initial of the town and District. 
Vessiegonsk. The animal figured in the lower part of the arms is a crayfish. 
Vetluga. On the lower part of the escutcheon shows a copse of willows: the upper part carries 

what appears to be a fictitious or imaginary coat-of-arms. 
Yassy. We learn from Vinkler that t.he Yassy zemstvo used a modified form of the coat-of-arms 

of the town of Bielay. When under Turkish domination the arms featured a horse. With the annex
ation of Bessarabia by the Russians only part of this District was taken, so to commemorate the partition 
only the horse's head was shown on the arms and the stamps. Incidentally, the Yassy zemstvo post is 
said to have been suppressed in 1879. In my collection, however, there is red imperforate copy of Yassy 
No. 2 with a clear circular cancellation dated 28 April 1881, while Schmidt (1937) has recorded Yassy 
No. 3 with cancellation October 1881. 

SHIP MAIL -II 
Dr. A. H. Wortman 

Mr. W. S. E. Stephen has written to point out that the St. Petersburg-Stettin route was not men
tioned in the last article. This omission was an oversight and I now give some details of this route together 
with notes on a letter of 1857 which Mr. Stephens has in his collection. 

By an agreement of June 19/July 1, 1843 steamers (presumably of the Riga Steamship Company) 
maintained postal communication between St. Petersburg and Stettin (Rossika No. 66, p. 7). Libau, 
Riga, and Revel are all mentioned as having steamer connection with Stettin in the 1902 edition 
of Baedeker. Letters marked .. per Stettin Steamer" are decidely less common than those marked to 
go via Lubeck. Mr. Stephen has sent a photostat of his cover (see illustration). It is addressed to Messrs. 
F. Huth & Co., London. and is inscribed at the top of the address side "p. Stettin Steamer and via Ostend." 
The postmark of origin is the rhomboid type with the name in French of St. Petersburg and there is a 
"London Paid"' arrival mark, OC 24 57. Mr. Stephen says '"The likelihood of the steamers employed 
on this trade calling at Swinemunde would be accounted for by the fact that Swinemunde was a recog-
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nised coaling port at that period, the possibilities being that ship owners would not have failed to take 
advantage of the cheaper rate for coal at that port as compared with the Russian ports, viz. Kronshtadt 
or St. Petersburg, where coal would have been more expensive." Swinemunde was of course the port 
situated on the Baltic Coast, Stettin being further inland across the bay at the mouth of the River Oder. 

Some further information about the Sirius letter, illustrated last time, may be of interest. After 
the historic voyage of 31 March, 1838, when she carried 300 letters and 50 newspapers across the Atlantic, 
her charterers, the British and American Steam Navigation Company, tried to get realistic remuneration 
from the British Government for their services before undertaking further Atlantic voyages, but without 
success. She was then sent on a trip to the Baltic to sec if any shipping company there would buy her. 
This was the voyage of September, 1838, when George Simpson returned to England in her, as related 
already. The writer mentioned this letter recently to Alan Robertson, the well-known authority on 
British Ship Mail, and he said that there was no record of any other voyage by the Sirius to the Baltic. 
As far as is known a few trips were made across the Irish Sea and her owners, disappointed at not being 
able to get a lucrative contract for carrying the Atlantic mails, had her broken up. 

There is no doubt that this letter (see fig. 4 in the last number of the Journal) was carried by the 
Sirius since the ink shows through on the reverse of the letter-sheet with brown staining exactly as the 
written address does; and doubtless the Sirius really did this voyage to the Baltic as it is mentioned three 
times in the contents. A translation from the German of one phrase reads "your reply of the 30th April 
p. Sirius." Thus the writer received his reply by the Sirius on 30th April and was writing again immedi
ately. This outward journey of nine days tallies with the return trip of nine days to London. 

Although our interest is mainly with the Kronshtadt Steamer mark, it seems that we have an item 
of some importance to collectors of British Ship Mail also, as the National Maritime Museum has no 
record of any other trip to the Baltic by this ship. 

Mr. J. V. Woollam has sent a photostat of his cover with the RIGA mark which was illustrated 
in B.J.R.P. No. 29. To complete the record it is listed here: 

R 1 POLUCHENO V' RIGYE S'PAROKHOD3M' IZ' STOKHOLMA 
This reads "Received in Riga by steamer from Stockholm." and cancels a 200 Swedish stamp on 

a cover from a Stockholm firm to an address in Riga. A Riga mark, a double circular "a" handstamp 
dated 24 3 12, is also on the front, of the cover. This postal marking R 1 is struck in violet and our Editor, 
Dr. Casey, has a similar example struck in lilac, also on a Swedish cover. 

Mr. Woollam has also sent a photostat of a cover from Helsingfors addressed to Lubeck. It 
bears a 10k. blue stamp cancelled "St. Petersburg 16 2 09." The last figure is not clear. Also on the 
front of the cover is the framed "IZ FINLIANDII" mark. It seems that the cover was posted on board 
ship from Helsingfors to St. Petersburg and that the IZ FINLIANDII mark is a kind of Paquebot mark 
of St. Petersburg. The writer has examples of this cancellation on various denominations of the verti
cally laid series, and also on a 5 pen. Finnish stamp. It is proposed to record this as: 

SP II IZ FINLIANDII 
It means of course "From Finland." 

THE WHlTE SEA 
Turning attention now to this area we can record only very few cancellations but it is hoped that 

readers will be able to tell us from examples in their collections, what has been omitted. 
In 1875 the Arkhangelsk Murman Steamship Company was formed (see Prigara) to ply between 

the White Sea ports, Arkhangelsk, Kem, Onega, etc. and the Norwegian ports of Vadso and Vardo. No 
doubt mails were carried from its inception, but we have no record of covers or markings. In an unpu
lished list of steamship companies compiled many years ago by the late Simon Tchilinghirian it is listed 
as having 15 ships in 1913, and a note in Baedeker in the 1902 and the 1914 editions, says the steamer 
left Arkhangelsk once a week. This was presumably only in the summer months. With such a restricted 
service it is not to be expected that cancellations will be other than rare, and dates of such cancellations 
which have so far been seen are between the months of May and Septemter, and only between the years 
1909 and 1915. They are in two types, both double ovals, one reading 1st or 2nd Murmansk Steamer 
and the other 1st or 2nd White Sea Steamer, all with the letter "a" only. 

WI 1-E MURMANSKOE PAROKH 
W 2 2-E MURMANSKOE PAROKH 

Both these marks are on postcards in the collection of Mr. W. Frauenlob of Bern, the 1-E with 
date which appears to tc 9 7 11 cancelling arms type stamps with network, and the 2-E 4 7 09 cancelling 
a 3k. which is no doubt on vertically laid paper. Dr. Casey has the latter cancellation dated 29 5 15 
on a loose copy of the 7k. War Charity issue of 1914. 
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W 3 1-E BIELOMORSKOE PAROKH 
W 4 2-E BIELOMORSKOE PAROKH 

The 1-E must exist but we have no record of it. Mr. Ian Baillie has the 2-E with 29 5 13 date and 
the writer has it on a postcard 29 9 15. 

NOTES ON THE POSTAL HISTORY OF THE NORTH RUSSIAN CAMPAIGN 
1918 - 19 
(a) The earliest known mail from the campaign 
Dr. Raymond Casey 

The postal history of the Allied intervention in North Russia, 1918-1919, was dealt with in a series 
of articles in BJRP No. 36. It will be recalled that the Allied Expeditionary Force to North Russia landed 
in the Murmansk area on May 27, 1918 and at Arkhangel on August 2. The British Army Post Office, 
which served the Force, did not arrive until late September at Murmansk and early October at Ark
hangel. Though the civil post offices continued to function during the occupation period, albiet under 
martial law, there has been hitherto no evidence to suggest that they were used by the Allied Force prior 
to the arrival of the British Army postal services. Nothing, it seems, is known of the postal arrange
ments for the troops during this rather long interim period. 

Due to the courtesy of Mr. J. Angus Parker, I have been privileged to examine a small series of 
postal stationery that throws welcome light on this obscure episode of the North Russian campaign. 
This material consists of 4k. reply-paid cards of the Romanov type-five in all-each with supplementary 
Arms-type adhesives making a total franking of 39k. The cards were posted at PECHENGA (Ark
hangel Government), a small town on the Norwegian frontier, about 100 miles W.N.W. of Murmansk, 
and postmarked 27 7 18. All are from the same writer and are addressed to relatives in what was then 
Austria-Hungary, requesting news to besent on the reply-paid half of the card, which is addressed to a 
station depot in Elisavetgrad (Kherson Government), South Russia, then under Austro-German occupa
tion. The messages are in Serbo-Croat and carry the MS date 26 Vl/9 VII 1918. The illustrated example 
s addressed to Lynbica Ankich. 

In all cases the bilingual "Russia" printed at the top of the card has been deleted by the sender. 
It is uncertain what postal rates were charged by the post office at Pechenga at this time and whether the 
impressed 4k. Romanov counted for postage. 

Of special interest is the large octagonal censor mark found on all the cards. This is struck in 
magenta, with a pencilled •3• scribbled over it-presumably the censor's number-and contains the fol
lowing inscription in French: 'C-1-O/TELEGRAPHE/CENSURE MILITAIRE/ARKHANGEL.' 
This mark is a new find and it poses interesting questions. On the face evidence it would appear that the 
Allied censor at Arkhangel was first set up in the telegraph office. What C-1-O stands for, or the simliar 
C-1-A illustrated in BJRP No. 36, is a matter of guesswork. It has been suggested to me that these initials 
indicate respectively "Corps Interallie d'Occupation" and "Corps lnterallie d'Administration." 

Assuming that the postmark is in New Style, there is a time-lag of 18 days between writing and 
posting, and a further delay of at least a week before it could be placed before the Allied censor at Ark
hangel. None of the cards ever reached its destination. 

According to official records, General Maynard commanding the Murmansk Sector had a pre
dominately British and Russian contingent, though his command included French, Italian and Serbian 
troops. There can be little doubt that these cards were sent by a Serbian member of the Force stationed 
at or near Pechenga, in the Murmansk Sector. It may well have been 18 days before he had a chance 
of visiting a post office. 

Pechenga was subsequently the location of British Army Post Office "P.B. 33," whence mail was 
taken to Murmansk by trawler. A picture postcard of the Post-Telegraph Office pier at Pechenga, here 
reproduced, gives a good idea of conditions in this desolate part of the world. For this picture we are 
indebted to a British sailor, who posted it at Aleksandrovsk, Arkhangel, 14 Mar. 1916, to show his family 
at Chatham "where we are lingering." It is one of a number of such cards I possess from sailors serving 
with the White Sea Convoys, all posted in the Arkhangel area in 1916 and all with both British and Russian 
censor marks. 
(b) The locatio11 of British Army Post Office "P.B. 14" 
Dr. A. H. Wortman 

A cover recently acquired by Mr. E. G. Peel, of North Harrow, with the date stamp of Field Post 
Office P.B. 14 3 SP 19 throws new light on this cancellation as the original letter is still inside. 
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The late Major Hopkins referred to the identification of this P.O. at Y AKOVLEVSKOE in July 
1919 from a cover in my collection with the Orderly Room date stamp "NORTH RUSSIAN RELIEF 
FORCE. 45th BN. THE ROY AL FUSILIERS" (BJRP No. 36). The letter inside Mr. Peel's cover is 
headed: 

No. 3 Platoon A Coy., 
46th Bn. Royal Fusiliers 

N.R.R.F. 
It is signed "F. Baynes" and the following excerpt is of interest to us: 

"I suppose you have heard from the papers that we are soon coming home, in fact 
I think we will be in England about as soon as you get this letter, as we have done what 
we came out here to do although the papers were saying we were out here on a picnic. We 
are on the River Dvina still at a village called Bourock about 250 miles from Archangel I 
believe, we depend on the river for transport as there are no railways in this part of the 
country and the roads are only apologies any lane in England has a better road than they 
are here ...... " 

The censor mark on this cover is 60R (already noted for P.B. 14) and mine has 59R. We can 
now say with certainty that in September 1919 P.B. 14 was situated at BUROK just south of TROITSA 
on the north bank of the River Dvina and on the opposite side of the river to Y AKOVLEVSKOE. The 
latest dated postmark noted by Major Hopkins_ is P.B. 1 27 SP 19, so it is unlikely that there was any 
further change of location of P.B.14. 

MINIATURE SHEETS OF THE SOVIET UNION (4) 
A. S. Waugh 

MOSCOW ANNIVERSARY BLOCK 
Founded by Yuri Dolgourky in 114 7, the 800th anniversary of the City of Moscow was the occas:on 

of many celebrations. It was also philatelically well supported by four previous Moscow views issued in 
1946, suitably overprinted, and a special issue of no less than 14 stamps depicting views of the city based 
-0n photographs by E. Chagin with fancy borders designed by E. Dubassov and V. Andreev. Finally, 
in December 1947, the 3 Rouble value of this series was incorporated four times in an imperforate mini
ature sheet, size 14.5 cm. by 17.5 cm. The design featured a view of the Moscow Kremlin and Grand 
Palace from the Moskva River, printed by the four-colour polychrome process with typographed borders 
in blue on chalky paper. The inscription, which reads "800 years Moscow 1147-1947," and the State 
-emblem of the U.S.S.R. at the top were also printed in blue by typography. 

There are two types of inscription, which differ in the following dimensions: Type 1, the 
text at the top measures horizontally across, 61.5 mm.,. and from the top of this text, vertically to 
the base of the lower text, 89 mm. In type 2, i.he respective measurements are 60 mm. and 91 mm. As 
usual with the polychrome process, differences in colours can also te found. 

25th ANNIVERSARY OF LENIN'S DEATH BLOCK 
During March 1949 a special miniature sheet of 4 x 1 Rouble stamps was issued to commemorate 

the quarter-centenary of the death of V. I. Lenin, the founder of the Soviet state. The stamps show a 
view of Lenin's Mausoleum in The Red Square, Moscow, in a design by N. Zhukov. Printed by photo
lithography in copper-red and black, with the text "25 years of the death of Vladimir Illych Lenin" and 
the dates "1294 - 1949" by typography in black. Size of the block 17.5 by 13.0 cm. The stamps 
differ from those issued in January (40k. and 1 R.) in the size, being only 39 mm. as against 40 mm. in 
the regular issue. Two blocks were issued, comb-perforated 12½, and imperforate in a limited edition. 
The latter is approximately five times more valuable than the perforated example. 

150th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH OF A. S. PUSHKIN CLOCK 
Alexander Pushkin the famous Russian poet was born in 1799 and the 150th anniversary of this 

-event was suitably commemorated in June 1949 with special stamps showing the poet and scenes from his 
life. Some of these had coupons se-tenant with his prophetic quotations concerning the future of his 
people and his signature. Jn July, the postal authorities issued an imperforate miniature sheet based on 
two of the stamp designs. These are portraits of the poet, the 25k. value as a youth from the original 
drawing by E. Geitman, and the 40k. from the portrait by 0. Kiprensky. The sheet was designed by v. 
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Zavialov, with the stamps printed 2 x 25k. and 2 x 40k. in horizontally diffcring sc-tcnant designs. Printed 
by two-colour photolithography, and the text "150 years of the Birth of A. S. Push kin .. the dates "1799-
1949" and the laurel leaf motif in brown by typograp!ty. Size of the sheet 11 cm. by It,, cm., the stamps. 
being individually one-half mm. larger than the regular issue; no major varieties have teen recorded. 
70th BIRTHDAY OF J. V. STALIN BLOCK 

The largest miniature sheet (17.5 by 22 cm.) to date issued by the Soviet Post Office commemor
ated the 70th anniversary of the then Soviet Prime Minister J. V. Stalin. Issued in Decemter 1949 to 
a design by R. Zhitkov, featuring 4 x 40k. impcrforate stamps printed by photolithography. The stamps 
show, top left, Stalin"s birthplace at Gori in Georgia; top right, Lenin and Stalin in the Smolny, Novem
ber 1917, from a painting by E. Kibrika. The lower left stamp depicts Lenin and Stalin at Gorki in 1922 
from a photograph, and finally, lower right, Joseph Stalin as Marshal of the Soviet Union in the Kremlin. 
The sheet is suitably inscritcd for the occasion and dated 21st Dccemtcr 1949, the whole enclosed in a 
rectangular border with oak leaves and red ribbon at the tasc. 

There arc several varieties of these sheets, in the stamps colour shades of reddish-brown and grcc,n
ish-brown. Printed on white paper and on yellow (chamois) paper with the borders in either gold or 
bronze inks giving rise to four possible variations. The gold on white paper appears to te the more 
common. It is possible that the bronze on yellow paper docs not exist; it is not recorc!ed in the 1958 
Standard Catalogue or seen by the author. Copies of the stamps can be found cut from the sheets and 
postally used, and like most Soviet blocks, examples are available both mint and cancelled-to-order. 

BANKNOTES AND POSTAGE STAMPS 
Leonard Tann 

The te:mtiful and fabulous collection of proofs and trials for the Romanov Tercentenary issue 
recently sold by Messrs. Robson Lowe Ltd., contained a drawing for the 7k. showing Tsar Nicholas II 
in profile. Obviously not a photograph, the profile was borrowed from the current coins of the Empire, 
the 50 kopek and the 1 rouble. It is not altogether surprising to find that at least three values of the 
Tercentenary issue borrowed the portraits from banknotes in circulation at the time. 

The 25R note, printed in 1909, shows Tsar Alexander III in an oval surmounted by the State Crown. 
The 3k. postage stamp has the same portrait, except for a small modifr::ation in the uniform, notably the 
leather strap crossing the chest. 

Tsar Nicholas I appears in an oval on the SOR note of 1899. Ti1e basic design was used for the 
15k. stamp, though His Majesty is now given a change of uniform and less hair, without a parting. 

The 500R note of 1909 (face value then £50) depicts Peter the Gre:u identical in every way with the 
portrait on the I k. adhesive. 

I have had no opportunity to study the portraits of all the other Russian monarchs on banknotes, 
though I notice that the portrait of Catherine the Gre:it on the IOOA note bears no resemblance to her 
profile on the 14!<. Romanov stamp. 

RUSSIAN CURRENCY STAMPS 1917 
Leonard Tann 

By late 1916, the economic situation of the Russian Empire was very serious. The economy, 
already badly strained by the war, was weakened further by the disappearance of many of the low value 
copper coins. These, like the silver coins earlier, were being hoarded by spe::ulators and members of 
the public as a precaution against inflation or the collapse of the archaic Czarist economy. The people 
rightly suspected that paper money would be worthless if there were inflation-or a revolution. 

The order was therefore given to produce a second iss:.ie of curren::y-stamps, utilising once again 
the cliches of the Romanov Dynasty issue. The I k. 2k. and 3k. values were printed on card, bearing on 
the bac\( an inscription reading "Having circulation e:iual to copper money.'· The inscription was sur
mounted by the Imperial Eagle. They ,vere passed into circulation through the Imperial Exchequer 
and State banks in January 1917. 

These currency-stamps were printed on smooth white card, the impression is excellent, and the 
perforations sharp, Special decrees prohibited these stamps from postal use, but, nevertheless, copies 
are known used. Postal clerks were instructed to treat all mail bearing only currency-stamps as unfranked 
mail and charge double the postal rate. Either because the clerks \\·ere indifferent, or be::ause it was 
difficult to distinguish them from the ordinary Romanov issue whe:1 on cover. quite a number slipped 
through the post. 
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It was not long before the lk. and 2k. ran into trouble. Attempts were made to make these two 
represent the !Ok. and 20k. values of the earlier issue. At a time when the economy \\'as in a critical 
condition, these attempts at counterfeiting were regarded as serious. All existing stocks of the 1 k. and 
2k., as well as further printings, were overprinted on the face to clarify their value and to defeat further 
forgery. The unoverprinted lk. and 2k. now command higher prices, reflecting their relative scarcity. 

The overprint of the January to March period is in a glossy black. I illustrate a slightly misplaced 
"I" on the I k., and a strongly shifted "2 .. on the 2k. The figure "l" employed for the overprint looks 
rather like a small letter L. On some stamps the overprint has small fractures as if the ink did not 
altogether .. take," but in the main, the overprint is thick and strong. 

On March 2nd, Nicholas II abdicated in favour of his brother Michael, but Michael refused the 
crown, and so the monarchy fell. 

In deference to Republican feeling, the Imperial Eagle, symbol of the Czars for centuries, was 
removed from further printings of the three low-value currency-stamps. The figure of value and the 
word .. kopek"' took its place. All succeeding issues were on poor quality card with a greyish tint. The 
impressions on the face were not so good as earlier, and the overprint is duller. It appears that the solution 
used for the overprinting was thinner as both show numerous small fractures. The overprint •· l" has 
two types showing a thick and a thin numeral. It seems that the thick overprint was a later setting, as 
it appears on late printings. 

Copies are known used on cover. While it would still have been difficult to recognise the 3k. as 
a currency-stamp, the acceptance by the post-office clerks of the lk. and 2k. to pay postal rates was in 
absolute defiance of the decree prohibiting it, as the overprint would dub them currency-stamps. Still, 
by this time it was difficult to decide who had authority in the State, and so long as the letter had some
thing on it that looked like a stamp, the clerks probably were not too worried. 

The life-span of a currency-stamp could not have been much more than two months. Conse
qently, continual printings were necessary to replenish stocks. Badly torn and soiled currency-stamps 
were called in by the banks and replaced with new ones. All six values were in circulation until approxi
mately 1918/19. As the printings progressed, they deteriorated. The impression of the face of the stamp 
became poorer. The blue of the 10k. became almost indigo, and rather smudgy. The lk. became lighter 
and feebler. Similarly with the others. The inscription on the back became blotchy, the loops of the 
letters "'b,"' .. e,"' and .. o .. being almost filled in. The perforation also deteriorated gradually, until the 
stamp seems to have been torn rather than perforated. Late printings show appalling perforations. 

Both the lk. and 2k. are known imperforate. The lk. exists imperforate and with overprint mis
placed. The 2k. imperforate and with overprint omitted. I illustrate a 2k. imperforate, overprint mis
placed, with a major paper fold, and with inscription doubly misplaced, giving roughly four equal parts! 
Although it is doubtful if the .. imperfs"' were officially issued (they may have "slipped" out the back door) 
they were intended only as currency, never as stamps, and so would not have been subject to the same 
scrutiny as stamps. Even the stamps of the period could not have been carefully checked, as a great 
number of errors are known in the period 1917/19. 

One other notable variety is the lk. with the inscription on the back inverted. Our member Mr. 
Myers has a fine block of four showing this error. 

About March 1917, various overprints appeared both on the high value currency stamps, and on 
certain values of the Romanov Dynasty issue. Blocks of four bear crossed swords and a French bonnet 
and the words .. liberty, equality and fraternity" in Russian. This overprint is found in black as well 
as in red, and is recorded inverted. Blocks of eight bear the Abdication as it appeared in the Bolshevik 
paper /z1•yestia. Blocks of twelve carry the Proclamation of-the Grand Duke Michael who refused the 
crown. This is also how it appeared in l:1•yestia. The lk., 2k. and 3k. currency-stamps are not known 
with these overprints, although the !Ok .. 15k. and 20k. are. These stamps are known on covers and 
cards, generally postmarked at Ekaterinodar. Petrograd or Odessa. Although probably speculative 
and unauthorised-certainly for postal purposes-these overprints continue to provoke debate as to 
their validity. 
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TWO ITEMS OF POSTAL HISTORY FROM THE FAR EAST 

Dr. Raymond Casey 

(a) A11 R. V.A.P. co1·er to Shanghai 

Tchilinghirian and Stephen ("Used Abroad;· 4, pp. 372-4) have dealt fully with the postal aspect 
of the maritime R.V.A.P. Company, which operated in the Far East. The ambulant post offices of the 
R.V.A.P. ships handled ordinary and registered correspondence and stocked ordinary Russian stamps 
of the lower denominations, though KITAI overprinted adhesives were accepted without objection. Can
cellations of these ships are difficult to find on loose stamps and covers rank as real prizes. The large 
piece here illustrated is chosen from my collection for special mention chiefly because the wording on 
the registration label, though previously noted (B.J.R.P., No. 34, p. 12). suggests a new interpretation 
of that on the cancellers. 

This piece is the front of a large registered letter to a solicitor in Shanghai. evidently a weighty 
missive, since it is franked with no less than 15 copies of the I0k. 1902-4 issue. Other stamps may have 
been on the lower right-hand corner, which has been snipped off. The oval cancellation, in the official 
Standard Type "T," reads PAROKHOD. OBSHCH. R.V.A.P. (serial letter ''e"'), dated 4 12 09, and is 
struck in blue. 

It has been assumed that this cancellation stands for PAROKHODNOE OBSHCHESTVO 
R.V.A.P., translating in full "Steamship Company Russian East-Asiatic Steam Shipping:· The question 
whether the "P'' in "R.V.A.P." stands for PAROKHODSTVO ("steam shipping'') or PORTY ("ports'') 
has been settled in favour of the former by the discovery of an unusual circular cancellation with the final 
word unabbrieviated (BJRP No. 37, p. 19). 

The registration label on the remarkable piece under discussion reads PAROKH. O-VA RUS. 
VOST. AZIAT. P-V A, LIT. E. The use of the genitive case in this inscription requires a different trans
lation from that given above. It is suggested that the inscription on the label amplifies th~t on the oval 
cancellers and that both would read in full PAROKHOD' OBSHCHESTVA RUSSKAGO VOS
TOCHNO-AZIATSKAGO PAROKHODSTVA, letter translating "Steamship of the Russian East
Asiatic Steamship Company," followed by the serial letter of the ship. 

(h) A cover from the Ce11tral Field Post Office, Kharbi11 

I have recently acquired an unusual item bearing on the Russo-Japanese war of 1904-1905. This 
is a cover sent by the British Military Attache with the Russian Army-in Manchuria to a firm in London. 
It is franked with a IOk. adhesive of the 1899-1904 KITAI overprint (horizontally laid paper) and can
celled GLA VN. TSENTR. POLEY. P. KONT., serial letter ''d," dated 5 8 05 (first figure 5 inverted). 
The obverse also bears a circular censor cachet, translating "Censorship Division. H.Q. Commander
in-Chief'' and a two-lin·e linear handstruck inscription, translating "Censored under wartime conditions ... 
Both censor marks are in violet. The back of the cover bears a MS endorsement "Military Attache with 
Russian Army Manchuria 1905." 

It is only recently that cancellations of the Central F.P.O. Kharbin have been found obliterating 
postage stamps, though previously known on stampless military mail. A wrapper described by M. 
Liphschutz (BJRP No. 37, p.19) shows the cancellation of this office, serial letter ··z:· It differs from the 
present example in having the word POCHTOVAYA abbreviated to "POCHT." instead of "P.'' Con
versely, a cancellation of this office, serial letter "d," recorded by Kurt Adler (ibid .. p.:!3) has the word 
GLA VNA YA spelt in full. To Mr. Kurt Adler I owe the information that the censor cachets on the 
present cover have not been noticed hitherto. 

The use of a KITAI overprint on this cover excites curiosity. The casual use of this special issue 
for China, presumably brought by travellers, was tolerated in Russian civilian post offices in Manchuria. 
It seems improbable. however, that a foreign military attache based on wartime Kharbin would have 
been carrying stamps from China in his pocket. Tchilighirian and Stephen ("Used Abroad ... 5, p.398) 
have commented on the numbers of KITAI overprinted adhesives bearing Manchurian F.P.O. cancell
ations during the period of Russian military occupation. They suggested that during temporary short
ages some of these offices may have obtained small quantities of KITAI overprints from Peking or Tien
Tsin pending receipt of further supplies of ordinary Russian stamps from St. Petersburg. From the 
cover here illustrated it may be surmised that KIT Al overprints were on sale at the Central F.P.O. Kharbin 
during August 1905. 
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MEETING REPORTS 

The 99th Meeting of the Society was held at 41, Devonshire Place, W.I., on 28th October, 1967. 
Mr. Eades presided, with 15 other members present. Apologies for absence were received from 

Messrs. Knighton and Newman. 
Mr. Eades reported the death of Mr. S. Tchilinghirian and a minute's silence was observed as a 

token of respect. 
After the minutes of the previous meeting had been confirmed, the Secretary apologised for being 

unable to give members earlier notice of the dates of the year's meetings. The Society had gained much 
prestige recently and he is receiving a great deal of correspondence. Our Journal had been on display 
at various Exhibitions and had aroused interest in the Society. lt won a Silver Award at the British 
Philatelic Exhibition, Seymour Hall, London. 

Treasurer's Report. The statement of accounts had been circulated and was now enlarged upon. 
We have a hard core of 191 members, of whom only seven were not paid up. 

Mr. Peel proposed the adoption of the report, seconded by Mr. Pritt: all agreed. 
Mr. Kellaway proposed and Dr. Casey seconded a vote of thanks to Mr. Joseph for auditing the 

accounts. 
Packet Superintendent's Report. For the first time in the history of the Society sales 

exceeded £1,000, resulting in a profit of more than £93. (Only last year Mr. Kellaway had expressed 
the opinion that the then record profit of £66 was unlikely to be exceeded!). This result is particularly 
pleasing in view of the fact that reorganisation had taken place during the year and there are now fewer 
packets and shorter circulation lists. At present there are six packets in circulation instead of 12 as 
formerly. 

Mr. Droar proposed the adoption of the report, Mr. Pritt seconded. 
Research Superintendent's Report. Dr. Ceresa said that research was not dead, though dormant. 

All members had been circulated in the last year, but there had been no replies from group leaders. He 
had, however, received three newsletters from the Civil War Issues group, whose findings would be pub
lished among ourselves if not on a wider scale. Dr. Ceresa intended to put a notice in the Journal pub
licising the various groups and he proposed a meeting to study a particular research theme in either January 
or February. 

Mr. Myers proposed and Mr. Joseph seconded the adoption of this report. 
Librarian's Report. Mr. Combridge said that he had to send the dates of our meetings to the press 

at least two months in advance, so he had been somewhat disturbed at the late notice of the dates. Mr. 
Bulak, an American member, had read the report on Schmidt's Zemstvo Catalogue and had asked a 
Miami firm to send the Librarian a copy of their catalogue. Mr. Bulak has a photostat copy of Schmidt, 
which would cost £100, but in the Libarian's opinion photostat reproduction is not satisfactory. 

Not many members are borrowing books. Some Socie9es list members willing to lend books 
and any of our members wishing to do this should write to Mr. Combridge. 

Mr. Osi proposed and Dr. Ceresa seconded the adoption of this report. 
Journal. Mr. Ashford reported that the Octotcr Journal was late. lt had been with the printers 

for six-eight weeks and would be despatched at the end of November. 
Mr. Combridge proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Ashford, expressing regret at hi!> resignation, 

and Mr. Eades seconded. 
The Secretary asked that the following applicants for membership be elected: 
REYNOLDS, J. H., I, Emmanuel Road, Cambridge. 
JEPSON, D., 175, Westwick Road, Sheffield 8. 
BIRCH, R. W., 123, Chapel Lane, Hale Burns, Cheshire. 
LITTLE, R . 0., 30, Walterton Road, Paddington, London, W.9. 
SINGER, G. A., Chapel Hay Lane, Churchdown, Gloucester. 
LYON, B., P.O. Box 282, Pleasant Valley, N.Y., 12569, U.S.A. 
Election of Officers. Mr. Knighton. President-elect, being absent, Mr. Eades was asked to con

tinue in the chair for the rest of the meeting. 
Mr. Droar proposed that the present Committee be elected en bloc, with the exception of the 

Editor of the Journal. Mr. Myers seconded. 
New Editor. Dr. Casey has volunteered to be Editor, and was proposed by Mr. Myers 

and seconded by Mr. Pritt. Mr. Evans will be Assistant Editor and Mr. Eades proposed that he be elected 
to the Committee. 
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Mr. Norwood proposed and Mr. Myers seconded the election of the Auditor to the Committee. 
Amendment to Rule 2. In the course of a lengthy discussion, Mr. Kellaway observed that 

an amendment was needed to remove the impracticable distinction tetween dealer and collector. On 
a show of hands there were 11 members for the proposed amendment and five atstentions. The Sec
retary reported that he had received postal votes indicating 11 for and 13 against, making a total of 22 
for the amendment and 13 against. The amendment was therefore carried by a majority of nine. 

Amendment to Ruic 5. This is proposed to bring the Society's year into line with the calendar 
year; subscriptions are due on January 1st. Mr. Droar proposed that the amendment should fix the 
date of the Annual General Meeting as the second meeting of the year; Mr. Eades seconded. 

The amendment was unanimously adopted. The present year will now end on 31st December. 
1968. 

Dr. Ceresa presented the Society with a Cup to be awarded for research published in the Journal 
during the previous year, to be competed for at the next Annual Competition in January. Dr. Casey 
suggested that precise rules be drawn up for the cups presented by Dr. Ceresa and Mr. Bojanowicz and. 
that these should be incorporated in the Constitution and Rules. The Secretary was also asked to look 
up the original rules concerning the Buchanan Cup and to circulate the information to Com
mittee members. An independent philatelist will be nominated to judge the Annual Competition entries 
in January. 

It was thought desirable that the late Simon Tchilinghirian·s "Used Abroad Chronicle·• should 
be continued in the Journal and to this end Mr. Lloyd had approached M. Michel Liphschutz. After 
correspondence, M. Liphschutz agreed to carry on this work with the assistance of M. Maslowski, al• 
though he felt that members would not write to him so freely as they did to Mr. Tchilinghirian. Mr. W. 
Stephen has agreed to give our friends in Paris all possible help and hopes to receive all the records from 
Switzerland. The Meeting was very much in favour of these moves. 

Mr. Droar enquired about the possibilities of promoting a joint meeting between B.S.R.P. and 
the Soviet Philatelic Society similar to that between the French and Soviet Societies, to be held probably 
in the Soviet Union. Dr. Casey said that from his experiences in the Soviet Union it was clear that the 
Russian collectors are keen to meet us, but that a joint meeting would require much patience to arrange, 
there being many problems of communication and procedure. Agreeing with Dr. Casey, Mr. Lloyd 
said that he had met the President of the Soviet National Society at the Paris-Moscow Exhitition in Paris, 
and had discussed the possibility of a joint meeting and exhibition. It had taken several years of pro
tracted negotiation from Paris before the Franco-Soviet meeting was organised. 

It is understood that the Soviet Ambassador in London is interested in Philately. It was therefore 
agreed that Mr. Lloyd should write to him inviting him to join B.S.R.P. and at the same time informing 
him of our wish to meet the Soviet Society. 

When Dr. Ceresa was visiting Kiev the Collectors' Society they gave him a map of the Soviet 
Union in Russian to present to our Society. This was received by the Librarian, Mr. Combridge. 

The 100th Meeting of the Society was held at 41, Devonshire Place, W.l., on 13th January, 1968. 
Mr. Knighton presided; there were 15 other members present and Mr. Marcus Samuel, Competition 

Judge. Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. Ashford, Bailey, Evans, Handford, Kellaway, 
Roberts and Eades. 

Mr. Knighton reported the death of Mr. W. H. H. Huddy. Paying tribute, Dr. Wortman observed 
that Mr. Huddy was one of the seven founder members in 1936. He did a great deal for the Society and 
had served as an Officer for many years . A minute's silence was observed. 

The minutes of the previous Meeting were confirmed and signed after the inclusion of the Packet 
Superintendent's Report, which had been accidentally omitted. 

The President then announced that this was the 100th Meeting of the Society and that we are in 
a strong position with sound finances. 

Mr. Lloyd had little to report. He had received many enquiries after our Journal had been dis
played at Exhibitions and he brought along to the Meeting the Certificates won at the British Philatelic 
Exhibition and at Polphil 66. Melbourne, Australia. 

The Secretary then asked that the following applicants for membership be formally approved: 
TOWNSON, Dr. H., c/o School of Tropical Medicine (University of Liverpool), Pemt.roke Place, 
Liverpool 3. 
PAGE, A., 5, Devereux Road. London. S.W.11. 

Page 38 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 42 



BLECHER, Ado, 56, Wuppertal-Barman I, Postfach 1413, W. Germany. 
LAMBERT, Jacques, P.O. Box 194, Brazzavilie, Congo Republic. 
MAMBER, Ray, Box 54628, Terminal Annex, Los Angeles, California 90054, U.S.A. 
Packet Superintendent's Report. Reporting by letter, Mr. Kellaway said that since the last meeting 

two packets (value £437) have been put into circulation. Three packets have been broken up, total value 
of sales £184. There is a great shortage of material in all sections except modern Soviet. Blank book
lets were available in minimum lots of one dozen at 5/6 post free. 

During the Meeting a copy of "Polish Postal Rates 1918-66'" was accepted for the Library with 
grateful thanks. 

Treasurer's Report. Mr. Eades reported by letter that Journal 41 had been paid for and that 
for the first time the balance at the bank exceeded £200. 

Mr. Myers then drew members' attention to an article on the philately of Israel written by our 
member Mr. L. Tann and expressed the hope that a forthcoming article on Finland by the same author 
would appear in the Journal. 

In reply to enquiries, the Secretary said that no response had yet been received to our overtures 
for a joint meeting between B.S.R.P. and the Soviet National Philatelic Society. 

Competition. On this occasion of the Annual Competitions, the President said that the Society's 
thanks were due to Mr. Bojanowicz and Dr. Ceresa for two wonderful additional trophies. 

Mr. Marcus Samuel, having finished judging together with Mr. Bojanowicz and Dr. Wortman, 
then told members that the decisions of the panel were unanimous, with results as follows: 

Stibbe Rose Bowl. The Military Mail exhibit entered by Dr. Casey was the obvious choice, though 
it was only just ahead of the Consular Post display. 

Buchanan Cup. An exhibit of Romanov Issues and Proofs, just ahead of the Airmail Collection, 
won this Cup for Mr. Combridge because it was of more general interest. 

Ceresa Cup. This was awarded for the -article on Ship and River Postmarks by our American 
member Mr. R. S. Blomfield, Knoxville, U.S.A., published in the Journal of October 1966. Mr. Pritt's 
article on Prisoners-of-War cards in the same issue was runner-up. 

After Mr. Marcus Samuel had announced the results, Mr. Bojanowicz commented on the entries. 
He thought that the general standard was high, though one or two entries were penalised by failure to 
explain the exhibit to the non-specialist. Judging was difficult when stamps and postal history were put 
into competition, as in the Romanov and Air Mail displays, and in future it may be necessary to place 
the two in separate categories. The award of the Ceresa Cup to an American member would provide 
added interest to our overseas membership and encourage contributions to the Journal from that quarter. 
Mr. Bojanowicz then went on to say that he hoped that his own Cup would help to increase the good 
standing of the Society. 

The 101st Meeting of the Society was held at 41, Devonshire Place, W.1, on 9th March, 1968. 
Mr. Knighton presided, with 18 other members present. Apologies for absence were received 

from Messrs. Eades and Handford. 
With deep regret the President announced the death of our friend and B.S.R.P. representative in 

the U.S.A., Dr. Gregory B. Salisbury, who had worked so hard for our Society for many years. Amin
ute's silence was observed and tribute was paid to him by Dr. Wortman. 

The Secretary was in communication with the American Rossica Society, which is now being 
run by Dr. Kotlar and Mr. Andy Cronin. Dr. Wortman suggested that Mr. Cronin be asked to act in 
the capacity that Dr. Salisbury had filled and this suggestion received unanimous support. 

The minutes of the previous Meeting were then confirmed. 
Dealing with matters arising from the minutes, the Secretary stated that nothing further had devel

oped regarding the proposed joint meeting between B.S.R.P. and the Soviet National Philatelic Society. 
A reply from the Foreign Office was still awaited and in the meantime a Society for Cultural Relations 
with the U.S.S.R. would te contacted. 

No date had been set for a meeting of the sub-committee dealing with the rules for the Competition 
Awards. 

Secretary's Report. The British Journal of Russian Philately was awarded a Bronze Medal at 
the 1968 Stampex. Issue No. 5 of the "Sovietskii Kollektioneer" contained a three-page article on our 
Society and its Journal by Dr. Luchnik, comprising a history of the Society and a review of the Journal. 
It is hoped that this will stimulate exchange of ideas ultimately leading to a joint meeting and exhibition. 
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The Secretary asked that the following applicants for memtership be formally approved: 
BOWEN, E. E., Jan Evertsen plaats, 237, Rotterdam 2, Netherlands. 
BULLOCK, D. A., 48, Southdown Road, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk. 
Packet Superintendent's Report. Since the last meeting two packets with a total value of £358 

have been put into circulation. 
Librarian's Report. All members now have a copy of the library list and Mr. Combridge looks 

forward to increased business. "Romeko" 1961 is missing, despite the Librarian's careful checking, 
and all members are asked to ensure that it is not in their possession. 

Journal. Dr. Casey said that the handing-over process was rather protracted. At present he
has no copy whatsover for the Journal and the task of obtaining contributions is proving difficult. Many 
members are specialists and well qualified to produce articles. He would welcome material. The
Editor would like to print instructions to contributors in the Journal or in the form of a leaflet. 

It was then announced that Mr. Handford will display the second part of his Zemstvo collection 
at the next meeting on 18th May. 

Mr. Warr was appointed Press Secretary, having been invited by Mr. Combridge to take over the 
post. 

Mr. Myers told the meeting that he proposed to show 18 sheets of Russian Art stamps at the Hack
ney Arts Festival and hoped that some of our members would attend. 

Replying to questions concerning insurance of members' collections, the Secretary drew attention, 
to the services offered by Mr. W. J. Ponsford, of 73, Shipfield, Sprowston, Norwich, an agent for Eagle 
Star, whom he recommended. 

After business Dr. Casey gave a display of postal history items-his "second eleven" as he called 
it, his original sheets for this display having been damaged in a domestic accident. Mr. Droar, in pro
posing a vote of thanks to Dr. Casey, said that it was a fine exhibit of railway material, a field in which. 
Russia offers great scope. It was intriguing to unravel the complexities of this branch of postal history 
and the present display showed the possibilities that existed. Mr. Evans seconded the vote of thanks 
and the Meeting expressed appreciation in the usual manner. 

The 102nd Meeting of the Society was held at 41, Devonshire Place, W.1., on 18th May, 1968. 
Mr. Knighton presided, with 12 other members present. Apologies for absence were received 

from Dr. Casey and Messrs. Baillie, Warr, Roberts, Droar, and Joseph; also from Mr. Handford, who 
regretted that he was unable to attend to display a section of his .collection of Zemstvos. 

The minutes of the previous Meeting were confirmed. 
Arising from the minutes, the subject of the Journal was discussed. Mr. Ashford said that every

thing to do with the Journal had now been handed over to Dr. Casey,~except the cash, which he had pro
posed to transfer to the Treasurer. Mr. Eades asked him to pass it to Dr. Casey. 

Secretary's Report. Mr. Lloyd reported that owing to ill-health Mr. Warr had been obliged to 
give up the post of Minutes Secretary, though he is prepared to carry on as Press Secretary. 

The Awards Sub-committee met on Tuesday, 14th May, at the Institute of Geological Sciences. 
Dr. Cere-sa and Mr. Droar were unable to attend, but Mr. Lloyd and Dr. Casey had discussed fully the 
best methods of awarding the Society's trophies, bearing in mind the various propositions put forward 
at previous meetings, and the following decisions were reached: 

The Dr. Cere-sa Cup should be inscribed as follows: 
British Society of Russian Philately 

Literary Award 
Presented by Dr. R. J. Ceresa 

This Award is to be given for the best article appearing in the Society's Journal during the previous 
year, to be judged by a panel appointed by the Committee. 

The rules for the proposed Bojanowicz Trophy were reviewed and agreed in principle as set out 
by the donor. It was felt, however, that the appointment of the judges should remain the prerogative 
of the Committee. 

It was thought that the following should form the basis for the award of the Buchanan Cup: 
General philatelic interest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 points 
Presentation and condition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 points 

For the award of the Stibbe Rose Bowl the following system of points is suggested: 
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Original research. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 points 
Presentation and condition. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 points 
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The President asked the Meeting if these recommended rules were acceptable and obtained unani
mous agreement. 

Dr. Casey had reported to the Secretary that he had received very little material for the Journal 
and it was suggested that there should be one good Journal published this year rather than two sub-stand
ard ones. If the usual dates of publication were followed, the change in our Financial Year would mean 
that the cost of three Journals must be met in one year. It was therefore agreed that good reasons existed 
for publishing only one Journal this year and that the date of publication should be no later than October. 
The Editor is intending to use the same printers for the Journal as before, and Mr. A. Waugh is willing 
to continue producing the blocks. 

Concerning the proposed joint meeting and exhibition with the Soviet National Philatelic Society, 
Mr. Lloyd reported that he had received a reply from the Foreign Office, though it was of little help beyond 
suggesting that we should contact the Great Britain-U.S.S.R. Association. 

The Secretary then asked that the following applicants for membership be formally approved: 
MOYES, T. G. 
ARDIFF, V. L., Fort Dearborn Hotel, 401 South Le Salle Street, Chicago, Illinois 60605, U.S.A. 
STOYANOFF, Dr. 
BOWEN, E. E. 
Librarian's Report. Mr. Combridge reported that there is still no sign of the missing "Romeko" 

catalogue, though a 1963 edition had since been donated to the Library. Since the last meeting the Journal 
of Chinese Philately had been asked for. 

Packet Superintendent's Report. Mr. Kellaway reported that since the last meeting three pakcets 
have been broken up (total sales £204) and three new packets (total value £554) have gone into circul
ation. Three matters require attention: 

1. Will members please notify Mr. Kellaway as soon as possible of the dates of their holidays. 
2. More material is urgently required for the Packet. 
3. It is most important that the packet should be securely wrapped before posting. Recently 

a packet was posted without wrapping, another was posted without a box lid, and the con
tents were thus damaged in the post. 

Any Other Business. The President welcomed to the Meeting Mr. E. L. Philby, a visitor from the 
U.S.A. 

The Bronze Medal awarded to the British Journal of Russian Philately at Stampex was on view at 
the meeting. The President said that the Committee had suggested that any certificates won by the Society 
should be kept with the Library and any medals with the President's Badge of Office. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Ashford, all members present signed a postcard which was sent to Mr. 
"Handford with best wishes for a speedy recovery. 

The business of the Meeting having been concluded, Mr. Knighton then gave a display of Russian 
Registration Postal History. Dr. Wortman proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Knighton, saying that it 
was very good of the President to give this interesting study at such short notice. Mr. Peel seconded 
the vote of thanks, adding that it was a very comprehensive display with a great variety of covers. All 
-present concurred. 

REVIEWS OF NEW LITERATURE 

Austrian Post Offices Abroad, Part 7, 77 pp., ii/us., 83/4ins. x 5½ins., by the late S. D. Tc/rilinghirian and 
W. S. E. Stephen, Austrian Stamp Club of Great Britain, 94 High Street, Aber/our, Banjfs/rire, Scotland. 
Price 30/- (postage extra) (U.S.A . and Canada 4.50). 

This lavishly produced book describes the history of the Austrian Post Offices and the Agencies 
-0f the Lloyd Austriaco and the D.D.S.G. (Danube Steam Navigation Company), covering Russia, Dob
rudja, Bulgaria, Roumelia, Thrace and the Anatolian and Black Sea ports. All the known postmarks 
-0f the various Post Offices and Agencies are superbly illustrated in line drawings and many covers are 
reproduced in half-tone. Post Offices of other countries and other shipping lines, such as R.O.P.i.T., 
receive mention. 

During periods of unrest in Central and Eastern Europe the D .D.S.G. steamers must have been 
most useful. Even today they ply the "Blue Danube," the Company now using the stamps of Austria. 
Much of the information about this Company has not been published previously. Though possessing 
specialised collections of Austrian Lloyd and D.D.S.G. items, your reviewer found this book a revelation. 
All collectors of Austria will need it. 
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The compilers are to be congratulated on the appearance of Part 7, the best part of the series. It 
is hoped that Mr. Stephen will continue the work and add yet more to philatelic knowledge. 

E. C. C. 

The Joumal of the Rossica Society of Russian Philately No. 73, 1967 (Editor-in-Chief the late Dr. G. B. 
Salisbury). 

In this issue W. H. Adgey-Edgar writes on the 'Chita' cancellations of Mongolian mail and Kurt 
Adler and Jacques Posell give the first account in English of some little-known Soviet advertising labels. 
This is followed by Melvin M. Kessler's compilation of the work of Robert M. Spaulding and Harry 
Weymer on Japanese Siberian Military cancellations. N. I. Sokolov's article on the establishment of 
the Zemstvo posts in Russia, originally published in the Post-Telegraph Journal of 1897 and compiled 
from official sources, is translated from the Russian by C. P. Bulak. Zemstvo enthusiasts will also be 
entertained by C. P. Bulak's shrewd assessment of why Zemstvo stamps have disappeared from the dealers' 
catalogues. D. N. Minchen describes a Bulgarian letter with Russian postmarks, originating in 1879, 
during the first few months of activity of the Bulgarian national postal service, and postal traffic between 
Odessa and Poland is dealt with on an historical basis by Dr. Josef Kuderewicz. Some rare covers and 
a card in the Kurt Adler collection permit the enviable owner to. improve our knowledge of the "control 
labels" used in Byelorussia in 1918. The clevelopment of the postal services in the Transcarpathian pro
vince of the Soviet Union is dealt with by Miroslav Blaha in an article previously published in the Czech 
organ "Filatelie." Other useful translations, this time from "Filateliya S.S.S.R.," are Dr. N. V. Luch
nik's explanation of "What the watermark tells us" and an instaJment of V. A. Karlinskii's epic on Soviet 
Postal Rates. J. S. Terlecky writes on the stamps of Western Ukraine and our member C. W. Roberts 
contributes an article on the first Russian St. Petersburg Aviation meeting 1910. On October 8th, 1967, 
Mr. and Mrs. Roberts were honoured by Rossica at a luncheon in New York. After lunch Mr. Roberts 
gave a display of Kiev rarities, which are also described in this splendid issue of Rossica. 

R. C. 

Joumal of Chinese Philately No. 135 (vol. 15, No. 4), April 1968, issued by the China Philatelic Society of 
London. 

Pages 86-93 of this issue are devoted to an article by James Negus on Mongolian markings, which 
will be of interest to all collectors of Russia used abroad. Reviewing recent literature on this topic and 
drawing on the remarkable Blekhman collection of Mongolia, Mr. Negus is able to bring together much 
information which is probably new to both students of Mongolian and of Russian postal history, such 
as the bilingual rectangular cancellations of Biantumin and Murin. It appears that these were Russian 
cancellations which continued in use long after the Mongolian administration took over. Even the monu
mental work of Tchilinghirian and Stephen docs not record Russian post offices at either town. 

R. C. 

Stamp Magazine, July 1968. London 

Our member Leonard Tann contributes to this number (pp. 636-39) with an article entitled "The 
Grand Duchy of Finland"-an eminently readable account of both the political and the philatelic history 
of this erstwhile Russian province. This is followed by "The Russo-Turkish war" by James A. Mackay 
(pp. 640-42). Although the illustrations for this article are drawn exclusively from Bulgarian and Rou
manian philatelic sources, there is much in the historical background to interest the collector of Russia. 

R. C. 
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OBITUARIES 

MR. W. H. H. HUDDY 

On 9th January this year the Society lost another of its stal
warts, William Hotten Ham Huddy, one of the original seven who 
met to form its nucleus in 1936 and who had filled many of its offices, 
including that of President, Exchange Packet Superintendent, 
Co-editor of the Journal and Treasurer. 

With the approach of his eightieth birthday two years ago he 
began to feel the effects of his age, sold his collection at auction and 
resigned from the Royal Philatelic Society of which he was a Fellow, 
although he remained a member of our Society. 

We first met outside the back entrance of Albert Harris" prem
ises in the Strand, lent to us gratis for the occasion, on that memor
able Saturday afternoon when the Russian Study Circle as our 
Society was then named, was inaugurated. We took to one another 
at once and there began a friendship started with correspondence 
about philatelic problems now long solved, and together we edited 
the first numbers of the Journal although neither of us had any 
experience. We amicably shared auction lots of mixed covers but 
Will became more interested in mint stamps and essays rather than 
in postal history. It was in those early days that we each dis
covered a tok. KITAI on the vertically laid paper, our first rarity. 
They were happy days even though there were difficulties in pro
ducing the Journal so soon after the War, especially the two first 
printed numbers. 

Biographical details of Will and his achievements in other 
fields were given in BJRP No. 18. He was for instance, three times 
Mayor of his town, Liskeard in Cornwall. It is a privilege to record 
here in the Journal he did so much to create, our tribute to his many 
great services to the Society and our appreciation of one who was a 
faithful friend and a delightful person. 

A. H.W. 

MR.PAUL WOLANSKY 

It is with great regret that we record that Paul Wolansky, who joined our Society only recently, died 
n the Autumn of 1967. He was a very keen collector of the Ukraine and the founder and President of 

the Ukrainian Philatelic Club of Greater Cleveland, Ohio, U.SA. He exhibited Ukraine at several inter
national exhibitions and was awarded a silver medal at Amphilex. He was 61. 

C. W.R. 
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DR. GREGORY B. SALISBURY 

By the death on 24th January, 1968 of Dr. Gregory Bonda
renko Salisbury. in Philadelphia. at the comparatively early age of 
58, Russian philately loses not only a great friend but one of its 
staunchest and enthusiastic supporters. To his wife and family we 
offer our sincerest condolences. 

Russian philately has produced few collectors more energetic 
than Dr. Salisbury, who was instrumental in reviving the Rossica 
Society in 1952, with headquarters in the United States. As Presi
dent of the Society, in later years. American collectors will find his 
absence in Russian philatelic circles a near-catastrophe. For our
selves in BSRP, "Greg" was a member of our Committee since 1952 
and for many years contributed the "American Samovar .. to the 
pages of our Journal and Bulletin. These amusing and warm
hearted articles were typical of the man and provided the link between 
our many American members and the Society in Britain. His work 
on behalf of the Society in the U.S. was immense and many of our 
members will probably agree that it was Greg who induced them to 
join BSRP. 

Dr. Salisbury was born in Ekaterinodar, South Russia, in 
1910 and after much difficulty emigrated with his parents to the 
United States in 1923. He subsequently graduated as a dental 
surgeon and apart from his extensive practice in Philadelphia, he 
was regarded as an authority on certain types of dental treatment. 

Philatelically, Greg collected most facets of Russia, but his 
collection of Romanov Tercentenary stamps was perhaps best known. 
and a series of extremely well illustrated articles in early issues of 
BJRP gave us all an indication of just how superlative this was. Other 
special interests included "dumb" cancellations of World War I. 
and we are indebted to him for some valuable published information 
on this topic. 

It will. however, be for the publication of the Rossica Journal that Greg will go down in the annals 
of Russian philately. The immense amount of information published in both the English and Russian 
editions of this Journal since 1954 are probably a direct result of his cajoling and pleading collectors to· 
put pen to paper. 

He will be missed and remembered not only in American circles, but throughout our own Society. 
where many members had the pleasure of regarding him as a friend. 

P. T. A. 

P11blicatio11s available. "The Trident Issues of the Ukraine" Parts 4 and 5 are still available at 
13/6 and Parts I and 2 (second editions) at 16/- each, including postage. A few complete sets of the five 
parts are still available at 70/- post paid. Obtainable from Mr. C. W. Roberts, Shepton House, Shepton 
Beauchamp, Ilminster, Somerset. 
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