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SOME PLATE FLAWS 
Dr. A. H. Wortmlln 

Plate flaws are always -of interest, especially when they are big enough to be seen by the unaided 
eye and of course when they are constant. Finding a second example goes a long way towards proving 
this and often one is lucky enough to find a third and even more. 

Tllis is a first attempt at a comprehensive listing of the more important flaws . . Some are already 
known but it is thought that many will be new to our readers and that the details given here will be of 
help in finding examples in their collections. 

10k. of 1865 
A flaw of the "O" in the S.E. corner of the stamp was described by Dr. Winterstein and illus

trated in B.J.R.P.· No. 34. It would be interesting to know whether anyone has a further example. 

10k. of 1866 
We are able to illustrate a remarkable block of four in which the stamp in the N.W. position 

has the well-known broken "10" or oval "O" flaw in the N.W. corner of the stamp. (fig. 1). The can
<:ellation is St. Petersburg 8 Aug. 1874. Other examples were illustrated in B.J.R.P. No. 35. 

Three examples have been seen of another flaw on this stamp, the serif of the figure "1" in the N.E. 
corner having a long curl (fig. 2). 

2k. of 1875 
Sir John Wilson described a flaw of the background in The London Philatelist No. 591, Marcil 

1941. Looking above the figure "2" in the S.E. corner, the first arabic numeral "2" in the background 
is followed by a colourless dot and the next arabic numeral "2" above it has the horizontal bar at the 
foot prolonged to touch the frame enclosing it (fig. 3). These two defects occur on Nos. 5, 6, 11, 15, 18 
and 22 of each pane, and as may be imagined, they are quite common. 

Another flaw and one which is much scarcer, has two breaks in the lower part of the line sur
roundirtg the oval band containing the words POCHTOVA YA MARKA, one above the "D" of "DVIE" 
and the other under the first "I" of the roman figure "II." The right-hand serif at the top of the letter 
YAT, the final letter of "DVIE," is also missing. This may also occur more than once in a sheet but 
ft is nothing like so common as the "2's" flaw. One very distinct example has the cancellation of VIN
NITZA 4 JULY 1880. 

8k. of 1875 
The cyrillic "C" for "B" flaw, making the Russian word BOCEMb appear as COCEMb has 

achieved catalogue status as S.G. No. 32b. It occurs on the last stamp of the second pane in the sheet, 
i.e. No. 50, and although rubbed or poorly printed "B's" are sometimes thought to be this flaw the real 
thing is unmistakable, a slightly square but very definite letter ''C" (fig. 4). 

Two 8k's on piece have been found looking like a partly separated or separated pair. The second 
stamp has the "C" flaw and the first has two line breaks in the N.E. corner, one in the outer frame line 
and the other in the curl below the figure "8" and in line with the first break. If we are indeed dealing 
with a pair then this is No. 49 on the sheet. The same "breaks" flaw has been seen on the first stamp of 
another pair, the second not having the "C" flaw, so it looks as though the "breaks" flaw is No. 24 
-on one or more panes in the sheet. Many examples have been found and this is in favour of the theory 
that it occurs more than once in the sheet. The "C" flaw definitely occurs only once and clear examples 
are very rare. 

There is a cracked plate variety of the 8k. The crack runs horizontally in the inner frame line 
at the top for almost two-thirds of its length, over the figure "8" in the N.E. corner, and with slight dis
tortion of this corner (fig. 5). The first example of this flaw was found many years ago and only recently 
two more came along to confirm its status as a constant variety. Its position in the sheet is unknown 
but from its appearance it might well be No. 5 in the pane and probably the second pane. 

7k. of 1879 
The cracked plate variety and major and minor flaws are described in B.J.R.P. No. 11. The 

1883 series yields prominent flaws on the 2k and 7k and minor flaws on the lk and 14k. 
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lk. of 1883 
There is a flaw just visible to the unaided eye consisting of a short uncoloured stroke like a French 

acute accent over the figure "l" in the lower part of the oval (fig. 6). All examples seen are in the pale 
·shade with cancellation dates from May 1888 to October 1890 and from St. Petersburg, Moscow and 
Wesenberg . 

. 2k. of 1883 

There is a very prominent flaw on this stamp (fig. 7). In the word "KOP" at the foot there is 
a thick coloured stroke between the uprights of the cyrillic "P" at the top of the letter. More than 
twenty examples have been found and they are all on the darker shades. It has not been·found on the 
lighter shade of 1888. This shade is not nearly so common as the other but enough examples have 
been examined over many years to hazard a guess that it does not occur on this shade. The particle 
of metal or whatever it was that caused the flaw may have become dislodged perhaps during cleaning 
-0f the plate before the later printing. · 

This flaw has not been seen in connected pieces but a badly perforated item in the writer's col
lection showing parts of four stamps includes the comer with the flaw and thus yields the information 
that it could be on ·any stamp from Nos. 1 to 4, 6 to 9, 11 to 14 or 16 to 19 in one of the panes of 25, 
It had a wide distribution, cancellations of St. Petersburg, Novgorod, Vilna, Tiflis, Slonim and Vysokov-
skaya Postal Station having been seen, with dates from 1886 to 1888. · 

Another flaw worth recording here consists of two vertical scratches going through the eagle's 
right leg and down past the Roman figure II at the foot of the oval and through the bottom double frame 
lines. The background is intact, thus proving that the scratches really are on the main design plate. 
Only one example has been seen and it occurs on a 2k. of the dark green shade used on a cover with other 
values from Erivan to Tabriz in 1889. 

7k. of 1883 
A small but easily visible coloured spot in the white space between the coloured band of the oval 

aad its outer frame line next to the interval between the letters "P" and "O" of POCHTOVA YA is the 
commonest flaw to be found on stamps of this series (fig. 8). It occurs on the 7k. which is a common 
stamp but not easy to find in connected pieces. A few blocks and strips have been examined without 
success but it has been found on the right-hand stamp of a pair. Thus it may occur on any one of the 
25 cliches making up a pane with the exception of Nos. 1, 6, 11, 16 and 21, and of course on any one of 
the four panes. 

It is hoped that one of our readers has a large block or perhaps a pane containing the flaw so 
that we may identify its position. It seems to have been caused by a tiny foreign body becoming lodged 
in the groove forming the white line round the oval. 

Dates of cancellations observed are from October 1887 to · March 1889 but mostly 1888, and 
again there is a wide distribution including St. Petersburg, Riga, Revel and Rogachev. The pair men-
1ioned above has a violet cancellation of Pochtovii Vagon No. 104, 13 March 1888. 

Damage to the N.E. comer of the stamp has been found on two examples only. There is a break 
in the part of the circle surrounding the figure "7" opposite to the ball of the "7" and extending on to it 
(fig. 9). This has an 1887 cancellation and the other example showing the same flaw but a more exten
sive area of loss of colour has a Moscow Town Post cancellation with no date visible. 

14k. of 1883 

Two small flaws have been discovered in the N.W. comer of this stamp but neither is easily visible 
without the help of a lens. 

1. A speck of colour in the white circle surrounding the figure "14" and just over the top of the 
'l" probably comes from damage to the plate, rather as though part of the design including the tip of 
1he figure "l" had been displaced. Simferopol is visible as the cancellation on one stamp and the date 
1890 on another. · · 

2. The other small flaw is a break in the white horizontal bar of the figure "4" in the same corner, 
possibly caused by a speck of foreign matter bridging the tiny groove in the plate. Five examples have 
been found, with dated cancellations of 1887 and 1888. 
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lk. of 1886 
This remarkable flaw makes the Roman figure "I'' at the foot of the oval look like a Latin letter 

"F." It occurs on the centre stamp of the top row of a horizontal block of six with the cancellation 
KIEV 1 MAI 1870 the colour of the background being the ochre shade of yellow. No other example 
has been seen by the writer but it is given as a variety in the Catalogue of Imperial Russian Stamps by 
A. Cohen on p.45 of Rossika No. 70 so he must have seen one or more examples (see fig. 15). 

lk. of 1889 
In the S.E. corner there is a missing ball at the end of the lowermost curl at the base of the figure 

"l" on two stamps seen in the pale orange shade.. _ There is a Moscow cancellation of 20 March 1898 
on one of them. 

2k. of 1889 
The position of this flaw can be given definitely as No. 92 on plate 6, since it was first observed. 

on a corner block of four with the plate number in the margin. The flaw consists of three breaks in the 
colour, one in the curl of the figure "2" in the S.E. corner just in front of the ball, another in the lower 
part of the "0" of "KOP" and the third is in the frame line of the oval below the Roman figure "II" 
(fig. 10). 

A used example has been found with a St. Petersburg Town Post cancellation, confirming that it 
is conc;tant. 

3k. of 1889 
A small but obvious flaw on this stamp is a white projection on the right-hand side of the first 

"I" in the Roman figure "III" in the lower part of the oval (Fig. 11). Two mint and one used dated 
1902 have been found and the same flaw on the 3k on vertically laid paper, the cancellation in this case 
being too light to give any information. 

7k. of 1889 
1. This flaw was first detected by the late Will Huddy. It consists of a fine scratch running 

through the main design from top to bottom, so fine that it may easily be missed unless one is using a 
Jene;. It commences in the top frame lines missing the crown on its way down but passing through the 
"A" of POCHTOVA YA and cutting off the tip of the upper arrowhead before passing through the "E,. 
of SEM to cut the lower frame lines. · 

Three examples in the writer's collection all have the same medium dark blue shade and one has 
a cancellation dated 1898. · 

2. Another flaw easily found with the aid of a lens is a little blob of colour on the inner frame 
line of the oval at the tip of the lower arrowhead on the left. Three examples in a slightly darker shade 
than those with the preceding flaw include one with an 1899 date. 

The vertically laid series yields quite a few flaws as might be expected since it was not printed 
so carefully as the preceding series. Shifted backgrounds appear more frequently, for example, and 
the shifts are more out of alignment. 

7k. of 1902 
, 1. On the 7k there is an attractive flaw quite easily discernible to the unaided eye on the cyrillic 
letter "P" (R) of MARKA. It has an extra loop in front balancing the normal loop and making the 
letter look rather like a cyrillic "F" (Fig. 12). Three horizontal strips enable us to say that the flaw occurs 
on the centre stamp of one of the rows of five in a pane. Thus it is either No. 3, 8, 13, 18 or 23 in one 
of the four panes. We need a vertical strip now to place it more accurately. Dates of cancellations 
from February 1907 to February 1908 have been seen and from a wide distribution including St. Peters-
burg, Gomel, Saratov and Taganrog. . 

2. Another obvious flaw is a distortion of the base of the figure "7" in the S.E. corner making 
it look something like an inverted figure "2." From a strip it may be placed as either No. 3, 4 or 5, 
8, 9 or 10 and so on, in the pane. Similar cancellations seen on stamps with this flaw to those on stamps 
with the previous flaw are of no other significance than to denote a wide distribution. Many examples 
of flaws on this series came from the same accumulation of stamps. 
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3. A similar flaw to the preceding one also occurs on the same figure "7" in the S.E. comer, 
but in this case the base of the figure is flattened. A Finnish cancellation ending in-IJOKI, 1906 and 
a St. Petersburg Nikolai Vokz. of 1908 were noted. The latter example is on a vertical strip of three
of which the top stamp has the flaw. · It could therefore be any stamp of the top three rows in one of 
the panes of 25. 

Two other flaws, both constant and resulting from minor damage to the figure "7" in the N.E. 
corner have also been found, a break where the flag of the figure joins the stem and a notch in the side 
of the foot of the figure. Other minor flaws exist on this stamp. 

70k. of 1902 
A large and easily visible flaw consists of a white patch in the hem of the mantle above the end 

of the value tablet on the right hand side over the "P" of "KOP" (Fig. 13). 1907 dates have been seen 
and from St. Petersburg. 

Before leaving the 1902 series mention must be made of the 10k. which was issued in 1904. It is 
seen with breaks in the corners of the frame line, especially the N.W. corner. These may not be con
stant however and need further study. 

Th~ 1909 series 
Nothing very striking has been found on the lower values of this series, but there are some minor 

specks of white in the value tablet of th~ 7k. which appear to be constant. 
In the 1910 printing of the 35k. there is a break in the white figure "3" of "35" in the N.E. corner 

of the 4th stamp in the bottom row of the 3rd pane in the sheet, i.e. No. 94 in the sheet. It is caused by 
a spot of colour and other examples have been seen. The colour of this printing is purple but not so 
deep a purple as in the 1908 printing. 

It is in the re-issue of the 5R. and lOR. in the revolutionary period that we get some of the most 
striking flaws. 

SR. of 1918 
No. 42 in the sheet shows a break and twist of the background lines downwards in the N.E. corner 

(Fig. 14). It looks almost like a re-touch, but I think it is a flaw caused by damage. I have it in a part 
mint sheet perf. 13¼, in a "block" of three on a money transfer card with cancellation Rzhev 16.10.20 
also perf. 13¼, and a single perf. 12½ cancelled Odessa 20.8.18. It seems therefore to have had a long 
run. 

No doubt there are other constant flaws. Three items have been noted awaiting a second example 
to confirm that they are constant. One has a coloured spot between the letters "A" and "YA" of 
POCHTOVA YA in the scroll at the top, another has a coloured spot in the centre of the lines of shading 
at the right hand end of this scroll· and the third has the left hand half of the coloured circle in the S.E. 
corner of the stamp missing with a little more colour missing just above it. 

Mention must be made here of one of the most interesting varieties of these revolutionary period 
issues and that is the wide "A" variety described by Mr. E. G. Peel in B.J.R.P. No. 25. It occurs in 
the word POCHTOV A YA in the scroll at the top. The next letter "YA" is also different and there is 
no doubt that this is a major retouch, the two letters having been substituted for the two in this position 
previously. These two must have been extensively damaged to need replacement. Has anyone seen· 
this? It would rank as a major plate flaw. 

lOR. of 1917 
Mr. E. F. Newman gave a list of the many flaws to be found on this stamp in B.J.R.P. No. 27. 
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RUSSIAN MAIL OF THE 18th CENTURY 

P. T. Ashford 

From the philatelic standpoint very little has been published on p::>stal arrangements in Russia 
during the eighteenth century. There is probably not a great deal of material available for study; the 
bulk of pre-adhesive covers normally seen dating from the 1800's. The great changes that took place 
in the Russian Postal Service during the reign of Catherine II appear to be dismissed in a few sentences 
ju most philatelic works available in Western Europe, earlier writers being more interested in the stamps 
than in the pre-adhesive era. Later writers, though more concerned with postal history, were naturally 
more inclined towards recording handstamps, of which there are precious few from the 18th century'. 

M. N. Vitashevskaya, the Soviet authoress, wrote a valuable treatise "Starinnaya Russkayl!, 
Pochta" ("Ancient Russian Posts") in 1962, and this book, written entirely from the historical viewpoint, 
was translated into English and published in the Rossica Journal between 1963 and 1966 . . Regrettably, 
the eighteenth century was outside the scope of her work, though an interesting map showing a com
prehensive network of postal routes at the end of the 17th and beginning of the 18th centuries 
was included. This map showed that by the time of Peter I, pretty well all the cities of European Russia 
had postal links, from Arkhangelsk in the north to Tcherkassk and Astrakhan in the south, whilst a 
post road to Asiatic Russia was in use, via Viatka, Solinkamsk and Verkhotyri. 

A particularly useful reference is the introduction to "Die Postwerzeichen der Russischen Land
schaftsaemter" by C. Schmidt, for although this standard work is primarily concerned with the Zemstvo 
posts, parts of the introduction do refer,.in some detail, to Russian postal history. The English trans
lation of this introduction appeared in several successive Rossica Journals between 1966 and 1967, being 
reprinted from a translation specially commissioned by the late Charles Stibbe, which I believe Cliff 
Handford and C. P. Bulak helped to make available for publication. Schmidt points out that at the 
•end of the 17th century, the people in charge of the postal org,misation in Russia were mostly Germans, 
and their influence could be traced everywhere in the development of the postal service. All documents, 
.endorsements, etc. were written in German, and naturally this caused considerable resentment amongst 
the Russian people. Peter I (1689-1725) fully understood how important it was for the State to admini
ster the postal service itself, and commenced the establishment of Government Postal Institutes or offices. 
He set up the first Government Post Offices in the twin capitals of St. Petersburg and Moscow. The 
St. Petersburg office was erected in 1716 on the bank of the Neva, and included rooms and assembly 
halls for the stay of travellers, since, it must be remembered, the city was then only just in process of 
construction and no inns or hotels existed. The signature of the first Postmaster of St. Petersburg 
·Gottlieb Kraus, was said by Schmidt to still be in existence on an early report. Other Government 
Post Offices were soon set up in Riga, Viborg, Reva!, Narva, Arkhangelsk and Vologda. We are also 
told that Peter the Great commenced a separate "parallel" post at the side of the mail coach services, 
for military and administrative purposes. Indeed, it was not until decrees of 1713 and 1714 that private 
persons were even allowed to use the mail coach for travel. Peter I died in 1725 and was thereby pre
vented from carrying out all the reforms of the postal service he had proposed. Nevertheless, he created 
a basis on which the service could develop. Peter was succeeded by his widow, Catherine I (1725-1727) 
and then by Peter II, his grandson (1727-1730). Baron Osterman was appointed Postmaster by 
·Catherine I, and during this period German influence in the postal service increased, despite Peter I's 
intention to replace the foreign t1lement by Russians. Osterman did, however, promote more use of the 
postal service by reducing postal fees by one-third. Anna Ivanova (1730-1740) assisted the development 
of the service principally in the Baltic provinces of Estland and Lifland; and she also opened up postal 
-communication with the far distant frontiers of Asia, the mining districts of the Urals, and other areas 
which were strategic from either a military or economic aspect. In some respects the Government post 
did not advance during the reign of Elisabeth Petrovna (1741-1761) since the practice began to grow of 
-entrusting certain postal services to other organisations. Newly opened postal connections with the 
Ukraine, for example, were entrusted to the Army of the Cossacks, · whilst management of the post 
between Reval and Hapsal was undertaken by the Baltic Knights, according to a decree of 6th July, 1743 . 

. Schmidt advises us that a decree was issued later laying down that the postal rate for letters on the post 
roads to Orenburg, Astrakhan, Siberia, Bielgorod, Kiev, and Smolensk should be 1 kopek per zolotnik 
(4.25 grams), though he does not tell us for what distance. He could have been referring to the decree 
of 1783. 
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The reign of Catherine II (1762-1796) saw the commencment of the most important era in the 
development of the Russian postal system. The reforms proposed by Peter I over fifty years previously 
:finally took place and a postal organisation created which continued to function, much in the same 
form, right until the middle of the 19th century. Count Chernyshov was entrusted by Catherine, in 
1763, to put these outstanding reforms into effect, and this year may be said to have heralded the most 
important era in the development of the post. The official postal administration was reorganised and 
the mail coach service subjected to considerable changes. Schmidt tells us that persons were freely 
engaged as coachmen or postboys, instead of the enforced and inherited caste-like profession which had 
been the case previously. Differences between the post mails of the nobility and the merchants were 
dispensed with. Postmasters were appointed in towns other than St. Petersburg and Moscow, to receive 
and despatch the mail instead of the earlier arrangements with magistrates, town clerks, etc. Travelling 
fares for those journeying by• the mail coaches were also standardised. 

M. M. Kessler (Rossica Journal, No. 66, page 45) gives some interesting information obtained 
from "Post in Russia in the 19th Century" by Basilevitch (Moscow 1927) about the postal decree of 
14 November, 1783, which introduced a new scale of 31 charges for single letters weighing 1 lot or 3 
zolotnik (about one-half an ounce), the nnrini,rovisions being: · 

Distance 
Under · 100 versts 
100 - 200 versts 
200 - 1500 versts 
1500 - 3100 versts 
Over 3100 versts 

Charge 
6 kopeks 
6 kopeks for first 100 versts; then 1 kopek for the next 100 versts. 
2 kope!c-s per 100 .versts. 
1 kopek per 100 versts. 
50 kopeks (presumably an overall charge) 

Perusal of these rates indicate a number of anomalies e.g. the cost of sending a letter 300 versts 
was less than sending one 150 versts ! 

Largely because of the cheaper letter rates, the income from the postal service increased rapidly. 
Schmidt instances the fact that whereas in 1782 the income of the post amounted to some 139,000 
Roubles, two years later this had increased by more than half as much again, to about 211,000 Roubles. 
1783 also saw the post carrying sums of money both in coin and paper, charging one half of one per 
cent of its value for insurance, whilst insured parcels could likewise be forwarded at similar rates. By 
the time Catherine II died in 1796, the postal service was on a secure footing, though some reforms which 
had been planned were never actually put into effect. Schmidt records that at the beginning of the 19th 
century, there were some 5,000 postal officials divided amongst 458 postal divisions. 

Despite all the foregoing, references to the postal service available to us so far are inclined to be sketchy, 
and it is clear that a good deal more information lies waiting to be unearthed. M. M. Kessler (Rossica 
Journal No. 66, page 46) gives two valuable references, whereas the extensive bibliography compiled 
by S. Babintsev (Sovietskii Kollektsioner Nos. 3 and 4; 1965 and 1966) makes it abundantly clear that 
there were a great number of potentially valuable articles on the early posts (some by that intrepid postal 
historian N. I. Sokolov) published in the St. Petersburg Post-Telegraph Journal in the l 890's. 

So much, then, on information available to us about the working of the postal system before 
1800. What in practical terms can we recprd philatelically? In the first place, it seems to me that 
letters whi~h have unquestionably gone through the post in Russia in the eighteenth century prior to 
1763 are very rare. Perusal of some of the more important auction catalogues allows one to record 
only one possible cover, of 1747, listed in the second "Goss" Sale (Robson Lowe Ltd.) of 1958. This 
particular cover-which I have not seen-was sent from St. Petersburg. It was offered in a lot com
prising no less than 18 covers, but because it bore no postal marking it was clearly regarded as without 
interest. It was recorded by F. J. Fohs and Kurt Adler in a useful listing of pre-stamp covers in B.J.R.P. 
No. 33 (page 4) and evidently reposes in the M. Liphschutz collection. Recording this single cover 
but leaving out a number of 15th century items offered in the same sale, and other early items seen in 
collections, rather l>egs the question. My feelings are that there is no real evidence to link such early 
covers with the mail service, and until this can be proven, one cannot recognise them as more than miss
ives sent by hand. 
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Count Chernyshov's postal reforms have a profound effect on our collections, since covers from 
the year 1763 onwards start becoming · available. Postal markings thermelves were riot introduced. 
until 17<J6, but we may recognise postal items in a number of ways: 

(a) the letter is addressed to the recipient and the name of the town is given. If the 
letter is addressed beyond the frontiers of Russia, then the·country of destination is also given, and usually 
the route over which the letter is to travel. . If the letter is to be sent to a small locality, then an endorse
ment is often made indicating by which "relay" the letter is to be. carried to its final destination-thus
"A Mademoiselle Nevir a Lessina. Per Relais Koshkowa." 

(b) a post official's "reckoning" on the reverse of the cover. In the case of Mme. Nevir's 
letter, which was sent from St. Petersburg on 8th August, 1763 (o/s) to Lessina, the reckoning consists 
of ''38--" and presumably meant that a total of 38 kopeks were due for postal charges, a quite size
able sum. Where several attempts have been made to deliver the letter, these reckonings can resemble 
quite complicated arithmetic sums, not always added up correctly! 

(c) an endorsement "Podatela ..... · ... Kopeks" made by the sender, usually beneath the address. 
Literally, this means "whoever brings this will receive ... ·.kopeks," and presumably indicates that an 
extra fe~ will be paid by the recipient to the postman actually delivering the Jetter. These endorsements 
can be quite amusing-one written on a letter dated 10th September, 1764 to Riga reads "Podatela 2 or 
3 Roubles"-presenting something of a dilemma for the poor addressee! Another cover (of 1769). 
shows the sum to have been altered (? by some postal hand) from ? 3 Kopeks to 5 Kopeks, whilst other 
correspondents, evidently wary of such malpractices, write the number of Kopeks in words and not 
figures! 

It can be seen that such covers are, in fact, of considerable interest, and are absolutely essential 
items to any postal history collection warranting that description. · Examination of a number of covers 
from this early period, provided me with several unexpected surprises. I was agreeably surprised, to 
start with, by the number of letters completely written and addressed in Russian . I had always believed 
that French was the language used mostly by the Russian nobility in the 18th century, whereas German 
was used almost exclusively by the merchant class. I was also ·astonished by the number of completely 
personal letters, as opposed to cominercial correspondence arid official mail. There were, in the main, 
two methods of preparing letters for the post. The letter itself would be folded to a convenient size, 
and then placed in the middle of a separate sheet of paper, the four corners then being drawn together 
to form an envelope, which was sealed at the central p6int. This was usually the manner in which 
military, official, or ecclesiastical letters were despatched. Personal correspondence was often just folded 
over and sealed, the address being written on the back of the same folded sheet of paper containing the , 
letter in the manner of mosfEuropean pre-a-dhesive letters we see. Very often fhe. writers went to con
siderable lengths by means of the most devious pattern of folds of the inside page, to ensure that no 
prying eyes read the contents, no matter how hard they tried, without breaking the seal! Wax seals 
are a separate subject, but with every letter bearing an impression of some sort or another, they can be 
fascinating, and a bonus for the postal historian! They varied from the most elaborate official seals 
with the Imperial Arms, to almost equally large ones used by individual regiments of the Imperial Army, 
and to personal seals both large and small. One point about early letters that may be worthy of comment 
is that many writers of the period-usually of personal letters-omitted to write the date in full, which 
from the aspect of the postal historian is a serious fault. So always look for the date before you decide 
whether to add a particular cover to your collection! · 

There seems little doubt now that 1766 was the first year in which postal handstamps were used 
in Russia. Collectors thought handstamps may have been introduced with the postal reforms of 1763, 
but I feel I have now seen sufficient covers of the 1763-1765 period to feel reasonably confident to dis
count this theory. Even so, the unexpected may still happen! Even in 1766 when the first St. Peter
burg handstamp was brought into use, by no means all letters were handstamped, and it remains an 
open question as to why this was so. Military -and official communications do not appear to have been 
handstamped as a general rule, in these early days. It is also clear that an impression of a handstruck 
stamp does not necessarily mean that the letter emanated from the city in question. Both St. Peters
burg and Moscow handstamps are frequently recorded as "transit" markings. 
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Discounting covers-of which there must ·· be some-in collectioni or museums in the Soviet 
Union, I am aware of three covers dated 1766 bearing the first Russian handstamp, the straight line "ST. 
PETERSBOVRG," and one of the same year with the "ST. PETERSBOVRG" boxed type of hand
stamp. Mr. Kurt Adler (New York) has a splendid cover, illustrated in B.J.R.P. No. 16 (December 
1954) on page 460, which seems to be the earliest recorded Russian cover bearing a handstamp. This 
letter is dated 11th/22nd April, 1766, is written in French, and addressed to Monsieur Tarin, Maitre 
Sellier, rue de I'Universite, Paris. It bears a transit handstamp of MASEYCK, the Netherlands frontier 
town, as did many covers addressed to Western Europe at that time. A second cover of 1766, showing_ 
a straight line handstamp, originally in the H. C. Goss collection, was auctioned by Robson Lowe Ltd. 
on 19th February, 1958, and evidently found its way to the L. S. Snegireff collection. This was des
cribed, at the time, as "the earliest known", but how the date of the letter compares with the previous 
item has not been recorded. The cover was addressed to Marseilles, and, like the preceding item, bears 
a MASEYCK handstamp. The third cover with a straight line handstamp is in my own collection, 
is dated 3rd May, 1766 (o/s), and is addressed to Narva. Examination of photographs of the first two 
covers with my own, shows the use of exactly the same type of handstamp. The 1766 boxed 
ST. PETERSBOVRG was recorded from the Snegireff collection when F. J. Fohs and Kurt Adler were 
writing their article for B.J.R.P. No. 33. Unfortunately no further details are given of what must be 
a most outstanding item, and it would be interesting to learn of its present whereabouts. 

Whether handstamps were introduced in Moscow or other cities in 1766 remains to be answered. 
I am fortunate to have what I believe is the earliest recorded Moscow handstamp-a boxed "MOSCAV" 
-on a letter dated 5th September, 1767 (o/s), which is illustrated in the centre pages. Harry von Hof
mann, in his fine monograph "Vorphilatelie im Balticum" (Hamburg, 19M) records Swedish handstamps 
in scroll form for Pemau (1708-1710); Reva! (1709)iandRiga (1708), but of course, these are not of 
Imperial Russian origin. He also records the unframed RIGA straight line handstamp, normally met 
with from about 1779 onwards, used in 1756, but I think this must perhaps be an error of transcription. 
Judging from material so far recorded other cities appear to have used handstamps from around 1780 
onwards. 

"ST. PETERSBOVRG" STRAIGHT LINE HANDSTAMPS 
References to the straight line ST. PETERSBOVRG handstamp have always acknowledged 

there are variations. The catalogues of the 'Goss' Sale, brought together a substantial number of covers 
bearing this kind of handstamp, but they were de,cribed in two ways only-2½ millimetres or .3 milli
metres high. I believe they were made of metal and there are quite a number of perfectly recognisable 
sub-types, and I offer the following list as an initial basis for categorisation, although due to the scarcity 
of examples of the handstamp, it is difficult to be sure of one's ground. I expect-and, indeed, hope
that other collectors will take issue with me on some of these sub-types. (Note: Each sub-type is listed 
and illustrated in the centre pages). 

Sub-type 1 

Sub-type 2 

Sub-type 3 
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Size 2.5 x 42.5mm. 
First handstamp to be used. All recorded items used in 1766 are of this Sub
type. 
Letters generally thin. Both letters 'S' slope to the right. There is a slanting 
top to the 'T' of 'PETERSBOVRG.' Left hand stroke to 'V' quite thin. 

Size 2.5 x 42.5 mm. 
Letters 'S' are upright and not sloping to right. Left hand stroke of 'V' is 
thicker, and top to 'T' in 'PETERSBOVRG' is level. Recorded in 1769. 

Size 2.5 x 42.5 mm. 
I suggest that the second letter 'S' was placed upside down in the holder of 
the handstamp (if it was made up of loose type), or in the mould (if it was speci
ally cast), since the curl at the top is larger than the curl at the bottom. This 
peculiarity seems quite recognisable on the several examples seen. The base 
of the first 'E' is quite narrow, about 2.5 mm. wide, distinguishing this sub-type 
from the one which follows. 
Recorded in 1772. 
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Sub-type 3A 

Sub-type 4 

Sub-type 5 

Sub-type 6 

Sub-type 6A 

Sub-type 6B 

Size 2.5 x 42.5 mm. 
This handstamp, apparently used between 1776 and 1779, is similar in many 
re3pects to sub-type 3, except that the second letter 'S' is much more regular 
in appearance, and the base of the first 'E,' instead of being 2.5 mm. wide, is 
wider-approx. 3 mm. Later impressions show the first and last letters worn, 
even though intermediate letters appear quite clear. 

Size 3 x 42.5 mm. 
Taller letters, with a quite distinctive curl to the tails of both letters 'R.' 
Recorded in 1776 and . 1781. 
Apart from the three 1776 examples shown in the .illustrations, a fine example 
on cover dated 1781 was illustrated in th(;l Stanley Gibbons Auctions catalogue 
of 17th December, 1970. The impression is understandably heavier than 
the earlier examples. 

Size 3 x 43.5 mm. 
Overall length is 1 mm. longer. The two letters 'S' are similar to the earliest 
sub-type of 1766 since they have a noticeable slant to the right, and perhaps 
came from the same fount of type. No curls to the letters 'R', and the dis
tance between the letters 'VR' is only 2-2.5 mm., rather than ·3 mm. for sub-type 
4. 
Recorded between l 778 -and 1779. 

Size 3 x 42 mm. 
A rather later sub-type recorded in 1788. 
Quite short in overall length (i:,2 mm.), whilst the letters generally are squarer 
in appearance-particularly noticeable in the letters 'E' and 'S.' 

Size 2.5 x 41 mm. 
A much later handstamp recorded in the earlyyearsofthe 19th century, which 
is quite distinctive. It could be a late stage of sub-type 6. A copy dated 1803 
is noted and illustrated in the Fohs-Adler article. 

Size 4 x ? 41 mm. · 
A later handstamp (recorded in 1808 by Fohs and Adler) which is evidently 
very worn, and might be a further deterioration of sub-type 6. 

'ST. PETERSBOVRG' BOXED TYPE 
This type, two examples of which are illustrated, must have been introduced at a very early date. 

· Monsieur Michel Liphschutz showed a splendid cover bearing this handstamp dated 1767 at 
the Philympia Exhibition in. 1970. Not only was this item a very early date but the impression itself 
was remarkable for its clarity. Because of the box, and the tall rather elegant form of the lettering, 
dear impressions of this very scarce handstamp are rare. · M. Liphschutz's item, and a cover dated 1771 
in the first 'Goss' sale of 1958 are the only really clear examples I kn.ow of. 

The earliest cover bearing the boxed type, dated 1766, ·already mentioned earlier in the article, 
was recorded in the Fohs-Adler article, but further details are not available. Unfortunately, both entires 
bearing this handstamp in rny own collection are undated, but I assume the type must have been used 
right from the beginning in 1766 up to around 1772. 

·•s. PETERBURG' (CYRILLIC CHARACTERS) 
Judging from auction and other records, this is another rare handstamp. The Kurt Adler 

collection is believed to contain a strike on entire dated 1808 (B.J.R.P. 33, page 4) but I am unable to 
record any other examples except the two items (1772 and 1776) illustrated. This is most surprising 
for I cannot believe this handstamp to be missing from such collections as Goss and Liphschutz. This 
handstamp must have been the earliest to have been used with Russian characters, the 1772 cover having 
been sent from St. Petersburg to a small village near Reval. During transmission it was disinfected by 
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means of dipping and piercing. The writer of the 1776 letter addressed it from St. Petersburg to Narva, 
Kronshtad.t, thereby confusing the po£tal officials who dutifully tried to deliver it to Kronshtadt, only 
to be advised, by means of a manuscript endorsement on the reverse (in French) "Return, as the letter 
should be delivered in Narva." · 

MOSCOW HANDSTAMPS 
Although Moscow was a twin capital of Russia handstruck stamps of this city seem to be moder

ately scarce. Very few 18th century markings have been documented, but the earliest seems to be the 
boxed 'MOSCAV' handstamp used as a transit marking on an entire dated 5th September, 1767 (o/s) 
sent from Kazan to Narva, which is illustrated. The first Goss sale (19th February, 1958) recorded a 

· straight line 'MOSCOV' (4 mm. high) dated 1772 on entire to Modena, which fetched £17, a high price 
for 1958. Another cover offered in the same sale (perhaps the same type) dated 1791 was addressed 

· to France. In the second Goss sale (19th November, 1958) two 'MOSCOV' entires dated 1790 were 
sold, one addressed to Venice, and the other to Paris. The Fohs-Adler article lists three covers, then in 
the Snegireff collection (two of 1785, and one of 1787) with Moscow in French (? 'Moscou'). There is 
an apparently similar cover in the Liphschutz collection, also of 1787; whilst from the Adler collection 
is recorded a ·single line 'MOSKVA' (in Russian) in red, of about 3 mm. height (1791), and a straight 
line 'MOSCOV' of 1792. 

RIGA HANDSTAMPS 
The first recorded handstamp of Riga shows the town name 'RIGA' in a scroll. This was appar

ently used by the Riga town post when that city formed part of the Swedish Empire, and is recorded 
as early as 1708. Actual examples must 1,e very rare, and it would be interesting to learn if readers 
have ever seen copies. By the Peace of Nystad (1721) Riga was incorporated with the Russian Empire, 
and the earliest type of handstamp recorded after this date is the straight line 'RIGA' in Latin char
acters illustrated in the centre pages. An example I have on cover to Reva! of 1779 is impressed very 
faintly, and I am inclined to think that the ink used by the Post Office then was either of an extremely 
thin consistency, or tended to fade considerably over the years. A second 1779 cover bears a com
pletely colourless impression; whilst a third entire of 1779 (offered in the first Goss sale) has the hand
stamp described as being "light but clear." Harry von Hofmann (" Vorphi/atelie im Balticum") records 
this handstamp for 1756, but as already mentioned, this date seems too early. Later 18th century 
examples are dated 1788 (Liphschutz and Wortman collections) and 1798 (Second Goss sale). 

Mr. H. von Hofmann also records a boxed RIGA of similar dimensions; in fact its peculiarities 
· are such that it could well be an earlier version of the same handstamp from which the box was later 
trimmed. Unfortunately no dates are mentioned. 

A rare type is the small double lined 'leafed wreath' or floral 'RIGA,' recorded from the Wort
man collection in the Fohs-Adler article on en.tires dated May, 1783 and April 1785. These.two covers 
were sold by Stanley Gibbons Auctions on 17th December, 1970 and fetched £21 . and £26 respectively. 
The article described this handstamp as "triple lined" and this description has been included in the note 
accompanying the present illustrations in the centre pages. In fact the type is double-lined. These 
two covers, and a third shown by M. Liphschutz at Philympia are the only examples I can record. 

OTHER 18th CENTURY HANDSTAMPS 
Fohs and Adler (B.J.R.P. 33) recorded eighteenth century handstamps from ARKHANGEL 

(1798-Snegireff collection-no further details); KREMENCHUG (1797-single line in Russian char
acters-Adler Collection); KAZAN (1797-Liphschutz collection-this entire was shown at Philympia, 
and is a straight line handstamp in Russian characters); OSTROG (1795-Liphschutz collection
straight line in Russian-shown at Philympia); and KHARKOV (1782-Adler collection-single line 
jn Russi:m). 

Other 18th century handstamps noted include a large KHARKOV straight line in Russian of 
1782 shown by M. Liphschutz at Philympia; and a SKVIRA, in Russian, of 1799, likewise shown by 
M. Liphschutz. 

It is hoped that the foregoing notes will be of interest to readers in highlighting the immense 
amount of pleasure that can · be obtained from collecting such early postal history material. It will be 
of great interest to learn of other types of handstamp, as yet unrecorded, details of which can be published 
in a future edition of the Journal. 
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SPECIAL POSTMARKS OF RUSSIA 

Ya Vovin 

(This article, by Mr. Ya Vovin of Leningrad, is reprinted, by kind permission, from "Filatelyia 
S.S.R." No. 5/1969. We are indebted to Mr. Boris Pritt for the translation). 

In pre-revolutionary Russia special postmarks were not used to denote anniversaries, meetings, 
sports events, or holidays. However, at Nizhnie Novogorod Fair, and certain other Exhibitions, where 
temporary post offices were set up, special postmarks were utilised. 

Special postmarks can also include the cancellation used by temporary post-telegraph offices 
opened during the summer months only at certain spas and holiday resorts. These obliterators were 
kept at the main post office. They were issued for use dttri1!g the period when the temporary post office 
was open. 

The use of special cancellations in pre-revolutionary Russ!a is known for the following places:-

NIZHNIE N0V0G0R0D FAIR 
The Fair commenced in 1817 and was subsequently open from 15th July to the 25th August each 

year. During the period of the Fair a special temporary post office was opened. The_ year of opening 
of the first post office is not known but it is assumed that it functioned during the pre-stamp period. 
One· early cancellation is known which was used in the 1850-1860's and this is illustrated (see Fig. 1 in 
the centre pages). This double circle cancellation of 30 mm. outer diameter, bears the inscription 
'POTCHTOV. OTDELEN. NIZHEGOROD Y ARMAR.' The diameter of the inner circle is 20 mm. 
In the centre, in three lines, is shown the year, month, and date. · Later there was the issue of the hexag
onal type of dots cancellation with No. 30 (see Fig. 2) but on the reverse of the letter or at the side of 
the stamp the handstamp shown in Fig. 1 continued to be used. 

These older cancellations were replaced by new datestamps ordered by the Russian Post Admini
stration from Berlin (circulars 11.th February, 1863, No. 123, and 20th October, 1877). Two different 
types of Nizhnie Novogorod Fair Cancellation came into use. The first type (see Fig. 3) reads NIZHE
GOROD Y ARMARKA with year, month and day in that order in the centre. There is a fleuron at 
the base. The second type (see Fig. 4) reads NIZHEGORODSK YARMARKA with the day, month. 
and year, in that order in the centre. The fleuron at the base is not so delicate, and the letters are shorter 
and thicker. · 

Two more cases of replacements are known. One of them is mentioned in the Postal Circular 
Main Administration P/Teleg. No. 9 dated 3rd February, 1903, which mentions that all P.O's will be 
issued with a new type of obliterator. This last type was used during the Fair and continued in use 
through the Soviet period 1922-29. (The author is in error ·here; the new cancellation issued in 1903 
was a single circle with the date in figures and the year 'split.' In his original article he illustrates a 
lk. Romanov showing a later cancellation-double circle with date in one line. This point is cleared 
in the following article by 0. Forafontov.-Ed.). · 

TEMP. P.O. AT POLYTECHNICAL EXHIBITION, MOSCOW, 1872 
This exhibition was organised by the Society of Friends of Science, Anthropology, and Ethni

graphy at Moscow University in conjunction with the celebration of the 200th anniversary of the birth 
of Peter I. The exhibition was opened on 30th May, 1872, and was later the basis on which a museum 
of applied science was created (now the Polytechnical Museum). It is interesting that at this particular 
exhibition documents were shown relating to the Telegraph Dept. of the Ministry of the Interior which 
were later (Autumn 1877) given to the newly-created Post-Telegraph Museum. • During the Exhibition 
the temporary post office used a special datestamp reading MOSKVA-POCHT. OTO. POLITEKHN. 
VISTA V., the outer circle being 25 mm. in diameter, and the inner circle 15 mm. (see Fig. 5). 

· Note.-The Central Museum of Communications-A. C. Popov-has on display an impression 
of the datestamp without date (see Fig. 5). Impressions are also known dated 12th August, 1S72 in 
black and blue-green. 

TEMP. P.O. AT THE FRENCH EXHIBITION, MOSCOW, 1881 
This particular . temporary post office• used a double circle cancellation reading MOSKVA-· 

POCHT. OTDYEL. NA FRANTSUZSK. VISTA VK, the outer circle being 26 mm. in diameter, .the 
inner 16 mm. The date was in the middle of the cancellation, in three lines, and the year split (see Fig. 6). 
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TEMP. P.O. AT THE RIGA JUBILEE EXHIBITION, 1901 
This exhibition commemorated the 700th anniversary of the founding of Riga (1201 to 1901). 

The special cancellation used at the temporary post office read RIGA-VISTAVKA 1 VR. P-T. OTD. 1 
and was of a single circle type, diameter 28mm. The date was in three lines with year split (see Fig. 8). 

For advertising purposes the exhibition committee issued a poster stamp showing a picture of 
an angel flying over the city of Riga. This advertising stamp was printed lithographically and sold in 
each of four colours, blue, red, yellow and black. The stamp bore an inscription in German at 
the bottom-Jubilee Exhibition Riga 1901. The stamps were stuck on envelopes close to the postage 
stamp. 

TEMP. P.O. AT THE SPA OF STARAYA RUSSA, NOVGOROD GUBERNIYA 
This temporary post office used a double circle cancellation during the holiday season reading 

STARAYA RUSSA NOV G. 'b' VR. GOR. P.T.O 'b.' The date was in a single line. The diameter 
of the outer circle was 26 mm., the inner 15mm. (see Fig. 9). 

TEMP. P.O. AT THE RESORT OF PARGOLOVO, SUBURB OF ST. PETERSBURG 
This temp. p.o. used a seasonal cancellation of single circle, diameter of 21 mm. The text read 

S.P.B. POTCHAMTA 2 PARGOLOV. VR. P. OTO.NYE. 2 (see Fig. 10). We know also of the exist
ence of datestamps numbered 'l' and '3.' (See B.J,R.P. No. 24, page 786, which describes the can
cellation shown in Fig. 10, from the Kurt Adler collection). 

S. V. Prigara in his book "Russian Posts in the Empire, etc." (New York 1941) gives on page 102 
several examples of temporary post offices where special seasonal datestamps were used. 

1. Druskeniki, Grodno govt. 
2. Dublen, Kurland govt. 
3. Sergievsk (Mineral waters spa) Samara govt. 
4. Dubbeln, Lifland govt. 

Neither picture nor description is given by S. V. Prigara. 

THE SEARCH CONTINUES 
Oleg Forafontov 

(Reprinted ,by kind permission of the author, from "Filatelyia S.S.R." No. 12/i969. We are 
indebted to Mr. Boris Pritt for the tramlation). 

I read with great interest the article by Ya. Vovin "Special Postmarks of Russia" which was 
printed in No. 5 of Filatelyia S.S.R. as I am very interested in this type of m"¼terial. (See previous 
article.-Ed.). 

To my mind, Mr. Vovin is not quite correct in his classification of these type, of pO$tmarks which 
he did not describe fully. In his article he combined two entirely different groups ofpostmarks:-

(a) postmarks used by temporary post offices which functioned during the season, and 

(b) special postmarks used by post offices located at exhibitions. 
Mr. Vovin described three special cancellations-the Polytechnical Exhibition in Moscow; the 

French Exhibition in Moscow; and the Jubilee Exhibition in Riga. Apart from these three, there are 
at least three other exhibitions which . used special postmarks, viz-

1. The post office at the Ekaterinoslav Exhibition 1910. The South Russia'District Exhibition 
· held at Ekaterinoslav was held between lstJuly- 25th September, 1910. The Post Office operated from 
25th June 1910 when a special postmark was used reading EKATERINOSLAV VYSTAVKA 'a' (see 
Fig . .1 in centre pages). 
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For the transmission of invitations a special envelope was used, which bore the arms of Ekateri
noslav in the top left hand corner, underneath which read "From the Chairman of the Administrative 
Committee of the South Russia District Agricultural and Rural Industries Exhibition, which is organ
ised by the Ekaterinoslav Gubemiya Zemstvo from 1st July to 25th Sept. 1910 in the town of Ekaterino
slav." 

2. The post office at the Odessa Exhibition 1910. This.exhibition was opened from 10th May 
until 10th Oct., 1910. The Post and Telegraph Journal, No. 18, 1910, reported that a temporary Post
Telegraph Office had been opened with facilities for h~ in telegrams for internal and international 
destinations, in Odessa at the Factory, Mining, Art and Agricultural Exhibition, using a postmark reading 
ODESSA VYSTA VKA. Examples of this special cancellation are as yet unknown. (Examples ate 
however known in the collections of Dr. A. H. Wortman, Mr. Boris Pritt, and Mr. P. T. Ashford, but 
all are dated 1911, and evidently the Exhibition must have re-opened the following year. One of these 
covers is illustrated in the centre pages. The question is also discussed in Rossica 19, page 55.-Ed.) · 

3. The post office at the Kostroma Exhibition 1913. The Kostroma Gubemiya District Exhib
ition took place between 19th May and 13th Sept., 1913. This post office used a special postmark 
inscribed KOSTROMA VYSTAYKA "a" (see Fig. 2). 

In his article Mr. Vovin describes postmarks used by temporary post offices in the week end resorts 
of Pargolovo (suburb of St. Petersburg) and in the spa district of Staraya Russa, and gives a further 
list of four temporary post offices. 

The present writer can confirm that many temporary post offices existed from time to time, and, 
in fact, they also functioned in pre-philatelic times. I can point to the letter by the writer A. S. Pushkin 
to N. I. Pavlishchevu, exhibited in the Institute of Russian Literature at Pushkin's House. The cover 
shows postal markings "C. PETERBURG 13 AUG. 1836' and 'OSTROV 19 AUG. 1836' as well as a 
postal endorsement "No. 3-i I 3-ro VR (emennogo) POTCH (tovogo) OTO. (eleniya)." According 
to the book "The list of local Post and Telegraph Offices St. Petersburg 1916 "on the 1st November 1915, 
Russia had 59 Temporary Post Offices:-

1. Adzhikent. Elizavetpol. govt. Temp. P.T.O. 
2. Alekseevskii, Lager. Vilenskoi govt. Temp. P.T.O. 
3. Anenskie Mineralnie Vody. Primorsk District. Temp. P-T.O. 
4. Barabashina Polyana, V. datchnoi mestnosti, Samara govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
5. Brest-Litovsk, Lager, u. gor. Brest-Litovsk, Grodno govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
6. Busk, Kurort Kelets govt. Temp. T.O. S. priemom prostikh i zakaznikh pisem. 
7. Butovskoe (Der.) Yaroslavl govt. Temp. vyezdnoe p.o. 
8. Vilna Lager, Vblizi, Vilna Govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
9. Gogland, na ostr. Gogland Viborg, govt. Vr. vspom. Tlf. 0. 

10. Golubitskaya, stanitsa, Kuban district. Temp. P.O. 
11. Gonsiorovo, lager. Lomzhin govt. Temp. P.O. 
12. Grodno-lager. Grodno govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
13. Doratchitchag, Erivan govt. T-'lmp. P-T.O. 
14. Zhavo ronki, poselok. Moscow govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
15. lsary, Kurort. Tavrida Govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
16. Issygaty, Semiretchensk district. Temp. P-T.O. 
17. Koktebel, Tavrida govt. Temp. P.O. 
18. Krestovnoe selo Perm. govt. Temp. P-T.O. from 1st July to 1st September. 
19. Kuri, selo Perm. govt. Temp. P.O. from 15th May to 1st August. 
20. Livadiya, Tavrida govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
21. Lyubutskii Lager, Kaluga govt. Temp. P.O. 
22. Manytchsku Gru7.Slcoe, Letchebnoe Zaredenie, Di&triet Volska Donskogo. Temp. P.O. 
23. Matsestinskie Istotchniki, Kyrort, Black Sea District. · Temp. P.O. 
24. Moinak, Kurort, Tavrida Govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
25. Muravevskii Lager, Kovenskoi govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
26. Nizhegorodskaya Yarmarka (in the other part of the town beyond the river, in the Main Hall 

('House'). Temp. P-T.O. 
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26a. Nizhegorodskaya Yarmarka (at the other side of the river, in the town of Nizhnie Novgorod, in 
the Platotchnoi Square. Assistant Temp. P-T.O. 

27. Orany Lager, Vilenskoi govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
28. Perlovka, Poselok, Moscow-govt. Temp. P.O. from 1st May to 1st September. 
29. Pogulyanka, Kurort, Vitebsk govt. Temp. P-T:o. 
30. Padutch, Lager, Petrokov govt. Temp. P-T.O., from 1st May to 1st September. 
31. Pembergov, Lager, Warsaw govt. Temp. P-T.O., from 1st May to 1st September. 
32. Samaro-Kumysoaya, Samara govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
33. Saroaro-Postnikovo, ~amara govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
34. Sara-Kurort, Tavrida govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
35. Seprievo-Mikhailovskii, Poligoo, Tomsk govt. • Temp. P.O. 
36. Seprievskii Poligon, Lager, St. Petersburg govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
37. Slavyansk ·Mineralnie Vody Kurort, Kharkov govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
38. Spala, Petrokov govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
39. Stavropol Lesnoe, Samara govt. Temp. P.O. 
40. Staraya Russa. · Novgorod govt. Temp.P-T.O. 
41. Sernovodsk, Kurort, Terskoi; district, Temp. P-T.O. from 1st May to 1st October. 
42. Tatitschevo-lager, Saratov govt. Temp.P-T.O. 
43. Teberda, Kurort, Kuban govt. Temp. P-T.O. from 1st May to 1st October. 
44. Tinahlie Gryazi, Astrakhan govt. Temp. P-T:o. 
45. Tonilino; Poselok, Moscow govt. Temp. P.O. from 1st May to 1st September. 
46. Troitskoe Selo, Syr-Daria district. . Temp. P.O. 
47. Tuzlyanskaya Gryazeletchebnitsa, Kuban district. Temp. P.O. from 1st May to 1st October. 
48. Uralskoe . Pokhodnoe, Temp. P-T.O, Ural district. A mobile post office plying along the shore 

of the River Ural between Uralsk to Guriev. 
49. Ust-Narova, Estland govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
50. Ust-Tazil, Kamtchatka district. Temp. P-T.O. 
51. Firiuza Datch. Mest. Transcaspian district. · Temp. P-T.O. 
52. Khadzhibeiskii Liman, Kherson govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
53. Khazret Ayob. Ferghana district. Temp. P.O. 
54. Tcherkassy-Sosnovka, Poselok, Kiev govt. Temp. P.O. 
55. Shiro, Kurort, Eniseisk govt. · Temp. P-T.O. 
56. Shrokaya Balka, Kurort, Black Sea District. - Temp. P.O., from 1st May to 1st October. 
57. Shubkovo, selo Volnyskoi govt. Temp. P-T.O. 
58. Yarmarkovskie Mineralnie Vody Kurort. Trans-baikal govt. Temp. P.O. from 1st May to 1st 

September. 

In Finland, according to the same list, there were three temporary post offices. 
1. Lyonataki, Viborg govt. Second class post expedition. Open from 16th May to.15th October each 

year. 
2. Roivola. Selo. Viborg govt. Second class post expedition. Open between the same dates as 

above each year. 
3. Terioki Selo. Viborg govt. Second class post expedition. Open between 1st May and 1st 

October each year. 

Comparing the above with the list supplied by Mr. Vovin, only one temp. p.o. is shown, Staraya 
Russe. According to the 1916 List of P.O.'s, permanent post offices functioned at Druskenik, Grodno 
govt., and Dublene, Kurland govt. The other two presumably were closed. 

NIZHNIE NOVGOROD FAIR 
The working character of the post offices at the Nizhnie Novgorod Fair could only be temporary, 

but according to the period they were open, as well as in the way they functioned, they belong more to 
the "special postmarks" category. 

Mr. Vovin described five different types of postmark as well as one used in pre-philatelic times, 
a box type postmark reading, in three lines, NIZHEGOROD YARMARKA/(POCHT.OTDEL)/20 
JULY. Collectors do know of stamps of Russia Nos. 1 and 2 cancelled by this particular postal marking. 
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Mr. Vovin showed us two types of obliterator issued according to a circular from the Head Postal 
Administration, on 11 th February, 1863 and 20th October, 1877. We know of a third type which differs 
from the first two by the inverted dates to the inscription, and slightly wider vignette. 

To this circular also belongs the type of canceller having a single circle, 21 inm. diameter, reading 
N. NOVGOROD (NARYARMARKA) POCHT. OTO., with figure '3' at both sides, and in the middle, 
the date in three lines (see Fig. 3). 

Mr. Vovin also did not mention a type of obliterator issued according to the Order of the Head 
Administration of Posts and Telegraphs on 5th March, 1890. · This type of datestamp consists of a single 
.circle (diam. 28 mm.) reading NIZHNII NOVGOROD YARMARKA12POTCHT. TEL-OTO. 12. 
Dates with the year split (see Fig. 4). 

The double circle type of datestamp (issued according to the Head Administration of Posts and 
Telegraphs Order No. 9 of 3rd February, 1903, has two types, and also a number of further sub-types. 
One of these, reading NIZHEGORODSKAYA YARMARKA is shown in Fig. 5. This type of can
~llation is known bearing script letters 'g,' 'd,' 'zhe,' and 'm.' 

The second type of cancellation with the inscription NIZHNIE Y ARMARKA as illustrated 
in Mr. Vovin's article is seen in a number of sub-types, with differences in the diameter of the circle, 
.and in the script letters. The following are the variations so far recorded:-

Diameter 
25 mm. 
27 mm. 
28.5 mm. 

Script Letter 
"s'' 

"e," "z," "2g" 
"c," "2d." 

In addition to the datestamps listed, the P.O. at the Fair used, for the purpose of registering mail, 
a rectangular enumerator handstamp, with letters "a" or "b.'' (See Fig. 6). 

(Editorfal Note: Dr. A. H. Wortman describes and illustrates two temporary P.O. cancellations 
Uf>T-NAROVA (Estland) 1.8.1915 (recorded in the above article); and ST. PETERSBURG FOREST 
TEMP. POSTAL SECTION dated 26.6.1888 in B.J.R.P. 8, page 183). 

MY KIND OF COLLECTING 
Eric S. Poulter 

My first introduction to the stamps of the Russian Revolutionary period was some fifty years 
:ago when such stamps were derisively included in the term "Neurope." When I was demobilised in 
1919, I was still boy enough to be interested in the Stamp advertisements in the Boys' Own Paper. · Even 
in those days there were the usual inducements for you to part with your money, and one of them advert
ised "£5 Neurope for 5/-" and gave a list of contents. If my memory serves me aright, the advertiser 
was Major .T. J. Darlow of "Tift.is Roulette" fame, who, I think, was at that time a stamp dealer. I sent 
-0ff my five shillings and in due course the packet arrived, but the contents were not as advertised, so I 
sent it back. This brought the reply that if I could prove that the contents were not as advertised, the 
dealer would send me £5 worth of stamps! I listed the contents as advertised, and shortly afterwards, 
the original packet I asked for was sent to me free, the £5 worth of stamps be:ng in his view worth five 
shilling<;. It turned out that the dealer was running the same advertisement in two magazines but had 
failed to notice that the contents were not the same! At some time during this correspondence, · I had 
my five shillings returned. The stamps were duly mounted-and forgotten. In 1948, I thought I would 
like to st?.rt a cheap thematic collection, and re)lurrected these stamps. I was soon disillusioned about · 
'.'cheapne1s" and I soon found that the catalogue told very little of the tale. I have never regretted my 
<Jecision and I have enjoyeq many hours with my collection. I have just one regret; there were no "Tiflis 
Roulettes" in my five shilling packet, and if they were sold to me by Major Darlow, I think he might 
have included at least one! 
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Our new Editor-for the second time-has asked me if I would write a few words on five of my 
• 1treasures" as he called them. I submitted a list of about a doz.en items ·to him, and he suggested the 
following five. Now I have no illusions that these are rare items-they must be duplicated in many 
collections-but the five which are illustrated in the centre pages have given me pleasure, either in trying. 
to elucidate the markings or in one case, a sad, but happy memory. 

The first item is one of the controversial "Phrygian Cap and Swords" covers. The cover was. 
originally a postal stationery item, bearing the printed 5k. stamp which has been surcharged "3 KOP." 

: This has been overprinted with the "Phrygian Cap and Swords" and there are two blocks of four stamps, 
4k. and 7k. Romanov similarly overprinted (inverted). It is registered, bearing a Petros:rad registration 
label and is datestamped PETROGRAD 6 "d" 15.5.17. It is addr.essed to Riga and has a Russian Riga 
backstamp dated 18.5.17. The blocks of stamps are well tied but the printed 3k. has not ~n cancelled. 
It must have been grossly overfranked for a registered letter, but from its marking~ it certainly must 
have travelled from Petrograd to Riga. 

My second cover is a non-philatelic cover from Batum to Constantinople. It is franked with a 
single and pair of the SR. brown, and a pair of the 2R. pink "British Occupation" first set. It is post
marked BATUM "i" 26.6.20, and bears a faint handstamped Batum registration cachet in violet. The 
cover is backstamped with what appears to be a double-ring datestamp of the British Civilian P.O. at 
Constantinople, reading 'BRITISH POST. OFFICE' 7 JY 20, and probably 'CONSTANTINOPLE' 
in the lower half; and also a single ring dafostamp 'ARMY POST OFFICE' 8 .TY 20 'Yl.' The latter 
has obviously been put on in Constantinople and is dated, incidentally, only one day after the British 
evacuated Batum on 7th July. This supports the theory that 'Y1' was never a Batum mark, being util
ised at Constantinople. 

Mr. Ashford suggests that the sequence is as follows. The letter would be handstamped in the 
civilian P.O. in Batum, conveyed across the Black Sea to Constantinople where it would be delivered to 
the Civilian P.O., but because the letter was addressed to an Armenian civilian at what may be a military 
address, it was handed over to the Army Post Office, who datestamped it on 7th July and presumably 
effected delivery. On the front of the cover, in the bottom right hand corner, there is a pencilled manu
script endorsement in Armenian, and on the back a further note in violet copying pencil. Any help in 
explaining the form of possible military address, or further suggestions on the datestamp query would 
be very welcome. · 

My third item is a postcard with the 20pf. Dorpat provisional cancelled with a straight line 
DORPAT handstamp. I was asked to give a talk in a nearby town and showed this item. The chair
man happened to be German, and showed great interest in the card. He asked me if I knew what 
was written on it, and when I told him I did not, he translated it for me:-

"Dorpat, the 5th March, 1918. 
Dear Bruno! 

To-day is the first day of the German post in Dorpat. The German Army Command has 
issued to-day a stamp to use up the remainders (i.e. of Russian stamps) and such a one I send you 
for your collection. Probably only Dorpat has such postage stamps. With greetings, 

. Albert." 
Evidently F.D.C.'s are not so new! 

The fourth item is a cover from Mark Grodnitzki of Wilna addressed to Messrs. May and Baker 
of Battersea. Evidently Mark was a chemist as I have another cover from him similarly addressed but 
with Central Lithuanian· stamps. This cover has no local stamps on but is impressed with a cachet. 
On the left is "British Commission for the Baltic Provinces"; on the right; but incomplete, is the same 
in ( ?) Lithuanian, and between is a crown over an ornate script GvR. On the front of the cover is a 
single ring datestamp reading 'LONDON S.W. 4.15 p.m. 27 JA 20. 88.'' and a "3d. 79" handstantp 
indicating postage due. A 3d Postage Due Stamp is cancelled 'BATTERSEA S.W. 10.15 A.M. 28 JA 
20' (double ring) and the cover bears a similar impression on the back. My interpretation of this is 
that the letter was handed to a member of the British Commission who put it into a diplomatic bag for 
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London, where someone, realising that it was not official, posted it in London, where it was treated as 
unstamped. It must have been posted in this country for the postage due to have been only 3d. i.e. twice 
the inland rate. Had it been treated as foreign mail the postage due would have been 6d. 

My last item is a complete cover and letter. The letter is addressed to Manchester and is to the 
-sender's mother. The only marking on the cover is the double ring 'BRITISH MISSION POST OFFICE, 
VLADIVOSTOK JU 4 19.' Special interest lies in the contents of the letter which is from a ~econd 
Lieutenant, who, since he was an officer censored the letter himself. It is headed "1/9th Hampshire 
Regf. Siberia. Ekaterinburg May 16/19." He says he had received a letter dated Feb. 16th on the 
-day before writing, which took three months to reach him from England. He remarks that the town has 
pleasant wooded surroundings and that there is a season of opera at the theatre. He had been to see 
'Carmen' and a Russian opera; scenery, dresses, and acting good, considering where he was, and the 
-conditions of the country. There were services in the churches on Sunday mornings, on Sunday after
noons trotting races on the Race Course, and in the evening, opera. He was managing to get photo
graphs developed in the town. The mail out was weekly on Thursdays. It would appear that life in 
Ekaterinburg in May 1919 was not too far out of the ordinary! 

~ 

C. C. HANDFORD-EIGHTY YEARS YOUNG I 
One anniversary that we cannot allow to pass without special reference, concerned our genial 

<:x-President from Chesterfield, Cliff Handford, who celebrated his eightieth birthday on 2nd October, 

A visit paid to his New Whitting
ton home shortly after his birthday fully 
confirmed our suspicion that Cliff's 
interest and pleasure in phile.tely has 
tended to increase rather than diminish 
over the years, and he is as eager now 
to discuss and to acquire fresh items for 
his Zemstvo and Imperial collection as 
ever he was! And that is not even to 
mention the classical stamps of Chile. 
Long may you continue to do so, Cliff, 
and on behalf of a host of B.S.R.P. 
members, past at'.d present, may we thank 
you for the incalculable amount of time 
and effort you have devoted to the 
Society's cause and progress. 

These are hardly empty words 
for Cliff has been an energetic member 
of the Society since 1937, joining shortly 
after its inception. As soon as the 
Society recommenced activities in 1945 
after the war, Cliff took over the Presi
dential chair from the late Will Huddy, 
continued in office for the following 

. year 1946, and remained a member of 
the Committee continuously until 1963, 
being recalled in the interim for a third 
run as President in 1959. Perhaps Cliff's 
constant championing of the cause for 
Russian philately is best illustrated by 
the many talks and displays he has given 
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up . and down the country, and by his chairmanship of the "Russian Study Circle" held an
nually for so many years, at the Philatelic Congress. There can be few Societies in the North Mid
lands or Yorkshire let alone further afield, to which Cliff has failed to be invited, and those
immaculately _written-up "Commander" leaves bearing what is surely now the most extensive Zemstvo 
collection in the country, must have made their impact on all privileged to view them. 

The accompanying photograph, taken shortly after his recent birthday, shows Cliff perusing a 
Zemstvo volume. In truth he is fondling a fine sheet (1 x 4) of Kotelnich, Schmidt No. 3, for which he 
was the successful bidder in a recent London auction against strong competition from Continental col
lectors, and behind Cliff's inscrutable smile, one cannot help wondering whether the acquisition itself. 
or the fact that he had outbid his rivals gives him the greater pleasure! The volumes on the shelves 
behind him are nothing to do with philately; they are but the remains of an outstanding collection of 
Derbyshire local history books and records, for Cliff has been President and Chairman of Chesterfield 
Historical Society for no less than 35 years, and recently decided to disperse most of his historicai and 
archaeological works to Chesterfield Library and Museum. This collection is housed at the histork 
Revolution House for the use of students studying local history. · · 

Both Cliff and Dorothy Handford are retired members of the Scholastic profession, Cliff having: 
been Headmaster of the Mary Swanwick School, Chesterfield, from 1920 until his retirement in 1950. 
Cliff and Dorothy's father were both students at Culham College, near Oxford, before entering 
the teaching profession and Cliff and Dorothy each August, without fail, make a sentimental journey 
to the old college. Cliff recalls playing football for Oxford City against Culham College during the 
bustling days before the first World War and his interview with the Principal after. Noting his still 
strong and sturdy frame, we are sure that many opponents were inclined to concede his prior right to 
the ball! 

· Many happy returns, Cliff, and many more years of philatelic pleasure3. How about trying for 
the Stibbe Rose Bowl a second time, next year? ·· 

(At the Annual General Meeting on 23rd January, 1971, it was unanimously decided that Mr. C. C. 
Handford should be made an Honorary Life Member of the Society, a token of members' appreciation 
for his valued advice and service over so many years. 

The honour of Life Membership was also bestowed at the same meeting on Dr. Rudolf Seichter 
of Soltau, Germany. We hope to be able to give an account of Dr. Seichter's immense services to Uk
ranian philately, in the next issue). 

NEWS AND VIEWS 
In returning to the Editorial desk, I would like first to thank Dr. Raymond Casey for the immense 

amount of work he undertook in produci~g Journals, 42 - 44; no one knows bettt:t than I how time con
suming the task can be. We must sincerely congratulate Dr. Casey (and, indeed, the respective con
tributors too) on the high standard achieved with No. 44, and it is clear that if will be difficult in succeed
ing issues to maintain this excellence. I fully sympathise with Dr. Casey's ditijculties in trying to fit in 
so much spare time work with a busy professional routine, but hope that he will still be able to contribute 
an article from time to time on material he possesses in his extensive collection. 

Needless to say, as your incoming Editor, I recognise how important it is to hold the Journal to 
a fairly constant schedule, and I aim to do my best to ensure that two issues appear each year, in March 
and October. Although I am hopeful of meeting our March date (any words will surely confound me!). 
I do forsee difficulties later this year. I am once again on my travels, and will be working in Cheshire 
from about April onwards. My home address will continue to be 1, Captains Walk, Berkhamsted, 
Herts for the time being, but the Ashford menage aim to fold up their tent and disappear into the night 
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for the Chester area late in June or July. Consequently, although I am always pleased -nay, eager
to receive letters from readers, it would be appreciated if stamps or other valuable material were not 
sent to me from April onwards, until I have got settled in my new abode. Articles for the Journal on 
your pet subject, if it breaks new ground, are always warmly welcomed, and they need not be typed out! 

Readers will also notice that the grouping of full page illustrations in the centre of the Journal 
has been resumed. This isn't because they look better there, but purely to try and reduce Journal print
ing costs; it means, in fact, that we can obtain a lower quotation for these inserted pages which involve 
no setting up of type. · 

Correspondence and discussions at "Philympia" raised a number of points perhaps of general 
interest. Mr. Walter Frauenlob (Bern) showed me a photograph of a l0k. Russian Levant stamp bear- . 
ing the British numeral cancellation '942' and this item is illustrated in the centre pages. '942' was used 
in Lamarca, Cyprus, and presumably must have cancelled the Levant stamp on arrival, as sometimes 
happens. It was a pleasure to meet Mr. and Mrs. Norman Fritzberg (Charleston, U.S.A.) in September, 
and discuss at some length the difficulties of identifying town and village names from Georgian post
marks. Both Norman and myself are well on with our wiggles and squiggles, and perhaps a learned 
article might be forthcoming in the not too distant future, that is if we manage to preserve our sanity 
long enough. Norman picked up a few used Denikins whilst he was in Europe, amongst which I noticed 
a lOR. bearing a Batum-Odessa oval of 21.12.19-though we know these torn up and wonder if they 
are C.T.O'd-and a pair of the · same stamp with a cancellation of PETROVSK DAGEST, also 
of December, 1919. Such dates make us scurry for the history books but thoughts do occur to us of 
the diversity of cancellations that can be obtained on Denikin Stamps, and the possibilities there are of 
assembling a most interesting collection. As a start, four stamps are illustrated in the centre pages, a 
5k. cancelled NOVOROSSISK TCHERNOM 'i' 23.1.20 (easy to get); 10R used VLADIKA VKAZ 
'd' 11.2.20 (? fairly easy); 5R used ARDON, TEREK OBL. (difficult, considering it is a small village 
near Vladikavkaz at the entrance to the Marmison Pass); and on a 10R, NAL TCIDK TEREK (? should 
be easier). 

Stanley Gibbons' Auctions shook us by including no.less than 227 auction lots of Russian material 
in their sale of 17th December, 1970. There were 14 lots oflniperial.pre--adhesive covers; most of which 
fetched over estimate; early postal stationery comprised 10 lots, whereas there were another 23 lots 
devoted to No. l 's on and off cover. Generally spealdng the No. l 's made a little under. estimated prices, 
superb examples off cover fetching between £32 and £40. There were 48 lots of Zemstvo covers, the 
estimated prices for which seemed rather high; this was confirmed by the realisations which exceeded 
estimates only occasionally. The descriptions were exceedingly well written, and Gibbons' must be 
quite pleased with the response. Maybe this success will be followed by other similar adventures. We 
might even drop a hint about a Russian catalogue now that 'Part II' is being carved up into wafer thin 
portions. 

Familiarity breeds contempt. Eric Poulter (Stockport) pointed out to me something about the 
Batum 'i' datestamp, used on mail during the British Occupation 1919/20, that I certainly had failed to 
spot previously. The '0' in the year '20' is always broken at the top in genuine impressions. He's right 
too! Try and find one that isn't! 

~ 

PHILYMPIA 1970 
The International Stamp Exhibition "Philympia 1970" was held at the Empire Hall, Olympia, 

Hammersmith, London, between 18th and 26th September, 1970. 
Clearly the Exhibition organisers were in a difficult position. The previous London International 

in 1950 was held in the Royal Festival Hall, a most suitable and even sumptious venue. The Executive 
Committee of the 1970 Exhibition had the unenviable task of finding a hall offering an area six times as 
great as Royal Festival Hall, capable of taking four times the number of frames and nearly three times 
the number of trade stands. So presumably it was Empire Hall, or nothing. 
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The exhibition arrangements appeared to be very good. • There was an abundance of philatelic 
material on view, which could be examined closely and under reasonably good lighting conditions. Even 
to view the exhibits of Russia and a~ociated countries demanded a substantial amount of time. Huge 
crowds invaded the exhibition on each day, and there is no denying that philately in Britain is experi
encing a boom. I suspect that many of the new adherents are first day cover collectors judging from 
the queues at the British Post Office stand, but even so this boom appears to be having its effect even 
on the meanest and less interesting material in our own sphere. Some of our members came away with 

· useful items at little cost, proving that even in this day and age, the professionals can't hope to keep up 
with ever.ything! 

The exhibited collections surely satisfied the appetites of everyone. In the class of Honour M. 
Michel Liphschuti showed seven frames of his most superlative material covering the period 1760-1900 
of Imperial Russia . . We all look for our pet interests, but the pair of 1848 hand-drawn essays on envel
opes for the Tiflis City Post signed and ~ndstamped by the Postmaster, put me almost in a state of 
ecstacy. These items are, of course, unique and are ex-Faberge and Goss. Early handstamped covers 

. were also outstanding including a very fine boxed ST. PETERSBOVRG of 1767. This handstamp is 
scarce enough, as detailed elsewherjl in this Jouma1, but I, for one, had no idea it was used at such an 
early date, which perhaps was partly the reason it was such a beautifully clear strike. Other handstruck 
items of note were a RIGA "fleuron" of 1784, a large KHARKOV (1782), OSTROG (1795), KAZAN 
(1797), and a SKVIRA (1799). M. Liphschutz's many other outstanding items from No .. l's onwards 
fully deserved his gold award. Likewise the six.frames of Poland exhibited by Mr. M.A. Bojanowicz , 
also gained a gold award. Polish cancellations on Russia No. ·.J-, a plating· study of Poland No. 1, as . 
well as many large multiple pieces, including a strip of five cancelled with the Polish numeral 102, were 
all there for close study and appreciation. 

In the competitive classes, a five frame exhibit (Pers Anders Erixon, Sweden) which gained a 
Large Silver, showed a nice run. of Imperial material including a strip of three Russia No. 1 on cover to 
Odessa, which was illustrated in the exhibition catalogue, and also some nice Zemstvo covers, some of 
which bore the guarantee mark of 'E F H Harpenden'; an echo from an earlier era. A Prins Jnr. (Nether
lands) gained a Large Silver for his Zemstvos, including some very nice combination covers (Bogorodsk/ 
Levant 1896), Lebedin, and PQltava. One or two covers appeared to be ex-Barry collection. Lt.-Col. 
W. P. Fletch'!lr showed Wenden (1863-1901) which gained a Silver medal. B.S.R.P. Past-President . 
Alexander Droar showed his collection of covers and other superlative items which brought him a Large 
Silver, the highlight for me being 1857 essays for the l0k. stamp, though on a less high plane his cover 
from Batum to Chios showing an 1871 use of the BATUM cancellation (T-S type 4) in blue was very . 
interesting. John Lloyd gained a well-deserved Silver medal for his five frame display ranging from 
pre-adhesives to the airmail items of the 1930's. I liked his 'ST. PETERSBOVRG' handstamp of 1783, 
and 'SANCT PETERSBOVRG' of 1817, but the item I liked most of all among the earlies was an 1849 · 
c.over bearing a 'POST: ROOP' oval handstamp with the date inserted in manuscript. 

Dr. Raymond Casey's exhibit of four frames had as its theme the half century of Russian military 
involvement between 1871 and 1921. The wealth of material he showed gained for him a large Silver 
award. The sheets were particularly strong in Russo-Japanese War a:nd 1914-18 war. My particular 
favourites were a cover cancelled at Reserve P.O. 159 on 8th July, 1917 at Trebizond, addressed to Alex
andria, and a Georgian-cover of November 1920 showing the stamps cancelled "RECEIVED FROM 
H.M. SHIPS," Before Dr. Casey showed this latter cover, I was tempted to think this was a machine 
cancellation, instead of the two line handstamp it so obviously is. ""Alexandra" (and I can reveal, 
with permission, that this pseudonym belongs to our member Walter Frauenlob of Bern) gained a well 
deserved large Silver for his four frames devoted to Imperial Russia. In particular, I liked his No. 1 
on cover from Hussiatyn to St. Petersburg, not to mention his 7R. (no thunderbolts) on cover. An 
inverted centre of the 3.50R. (1889 issue) bearing a Batum cancellation was interesting, but it defied the 
combined efforts of both Boris Pritt and myself, ·when we both virtually stood on our heads to try and 
ascertain the date. 

Fred W. ·speers, our member from Escondido, U.S.A., gained but a Silver for a beauti
fully arranged series of four frames devoted to the Romanov Tercentenary Issue, proving-as though : 
jt needed to be proved-that this is one of the all time 'greats' in stamp designing. The late Greg Salis-
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bury would certainly have approved! An original essay by Richard Zarrin for the 10k. was both beau
tiful and, for me, something I had never seen before. Dr. J. Kuderewicz (U.S.A.) showed some remai:k
able Polish pre-adhesive covers, for which he was awarded a large Silver, the earliest being from RADOM 
dated no less than 8th December, 1563, and in a remarkably fine state of preservation. Mr. S. J. Capes 
showed a fine collection of early covers from CRACOW and WARSAW (Silver award). 

There were three exhibits of Ukraine, which proved to me, like Armenia which similarly comprises 
handstamped overprints, that it cannot be so eye-catching in an exhibition, despite the abundant amount 
of remarkable.material on view. Dr. Rudolf Seichter (Soltau) gained a large Silver for his four frames 
of 1918-20 material which contained many fine items including covers and postal stationery; whilst 
Mr. Cecil W. Roberts (Shepton Beauchamp) showed six frames covering tridents from the six Postal 
Districts of the Ukraine, gaining for him a Silver. Our third member showing Ukraine, Mr. E. Koby
lanski similarly gained a Silver for an unusual showing of West Ukraine and Karpatho-Ukraine. 

In the 'China' section, the ten frames displayed by Dr. and Mrs. John D. Riddell showed a remark
able collection of Foreign P.O.s in China. An item illustrated in the catalogue was a superb 1877 cover 
from the Russian P.O. at Peking with a group of four stamps bearing two beautiful strikes of the boxed 
script PEKIN (T-S type 2), but apart from this item there were other covers from Urga and Port Arthur. 
A two-frame exhibit by A. Quast (Germany) of Mongolia, showed some fine Urga covers, though it 
only gained for the collector a Bronze medal. Gunnar Hellstrom (Sweden) showed some fine Urga and 
Mongolia covers, as did Dr. Edward J. Tolman (U.S.A.). In the 'Eastern Europe' section there was a 
fine exhibit by Jan Poulie (Netherlands) of Latvia, and also the best display I personally have seen of 
the Czech Field Post in Siberia by Mrs. Kay Goodm':ln (the Exhibition Secretary). There were also a 
number of Baltic entries of Estonia and Lithuania mostly by U.S. collectors which gained very high 
awards. Amongst the 'Special Exhibits' was a fine show of pre-adhesive covers from Finland by Gerald 
Pauchard (Switzerland), whilst there were several notable exhibits in the Finland Section including one 
from M. Michel Liphschutz which gained him a Silver gilt award. 

Although not in our field, it was a pleasure to note that Derek Palmer (our member in Santiago) 
gained a large Silver for -his fine collection. of Cmle-Peruvian· War material, apart from a Bronze for 
Cochin. Fred W. Speers ;i.lso gained a Silver for Air Mails. Two B.S.R.P. members who were invited 
to exhibit non-competitively, Cliff Handford and Dr. Alfred Wortman, were each awarded a large Silver 
medal. Cliff showed some of his splendid Chilean collection, · whilst Alfred showed two frames of 
Russian P.O.'s in China . 

. At a get-together on Saturday evening, 18th September, in the restaurant of the nearby Hand 
a_nd Flower Hotel, members of B.S.R.P., and also of the China Philatelic Society chatted over drinks. 
Your Editor endeavoured to get the signatures of members attending, and took a number of photo
graphs during the proceedings which are reproduced in the centre pages.From overseas we were happy 
to welcome Mr. Igor Maslowski (France); Dr. H. Imhof (Germany); Mr. J. Michelson and Mr. S. Kelly 
(South Africa); Mr. Georg Eberle (Germany); Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Ray (U.S.A.); Mr. H. Sutherland 
(Canada); Dr. Gordon Torrey (U.S.A.); Mr. and Mrs. Normim Fritzberg (U.S.A.); Mr. Derek Palmer 
(Chile); Mr. W. Frauenlob (Switzerland); and Dr. Michael J. Skweir (U.S.A.). One item brought along 
by the Editor was a copy of the photograph taken at the 1960 gathering at Royal Festival Hall, and 

. many of us reflected that we were indeed ten years older even if we didn't feel it! 
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THE BRITISH OCCUPATION OF BATUM 

. P. T. Ashford 

Fig. 1. Batum District showing Imperial Post Offices which operated until 1917. 

One of the least popular countries listed in the Red Gibbons is Batum. The stamps were issued 
in 1919 and 1920 when the area was occupied by British Armed Forces, and though popular enough at 
the time the issues rapidly became less sought after following the philatelic indigestion of the "Neurope" 
era of the early '20's. There also was a good deal of speculation in the stamps going on and the appear
ance of a number of surcharged issues of doubtful necessity on Russian stamps, easily forged, tended 
to kill Batum as a philatelic country for good and all. Even today the issues are all but ignored and, 
remembering all the forgeries which still abound, it must be said that collectors are quite right to treat 
the stamps with caution. At the same time, for the astute collector who takes the trouble to look at 
his stamps, there is a good deal of pleasure to be gained from their collection (forgeries and genuine) 
even if the scope is somewhat limited. The purpose of this article, then, is to give an outline of the 
stamps and postal history of the territory, underlining where special interests may be found. Collectors 
wishing to take up a sideline from a relatively obscure part of the globe might do worse than choose 
the Army Occupation of this Transcaucasian seaport, on the shores of the Black Sea. Who knows
such a foothold may be the means of beckoning them further into the interior of Transcaucasian phil
ately, a philatelic jungle if there was one, but where in recent years a handful of intrepid explorers have 
at least opened up a few main roads. 

BATUM UNDER RUSSIAN RULE (1878-1918) 
In the early 19th century, Batum, a small fishing port, was under Turkish rule, but was of great 

potential value to Russia as it was the only satisfactory anchorage on that part of the coast and the only . 
harbour capable of much improvement. By the Treaty of Adrianople in 1829, agreement between 
Turkey and Russia was reached for the boundary between the two countries to be fixed at the Chorok 
river, a stream running south of Batum. This agreement meant that Russia obtained the coveted har
bour, but by some trick of fate, which today brings a slight smile to our features, those responsible for 
drawing up the Treaty, subsequently signed and ratified by the Powers, inserted instead the name of 
the Cholok river, and not the Chorok. Unfortunately for Russia, the Cholok was another river entirely, 
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running to the north of Batum. Thus the Batum anchorage was left in Turkish hands for the time being 
although it did become Russian under the Treaties of San Stefano and Berlin, which followed the Russo-
Turkish War of 1877. · 

Soon after the ceding of this port to Russia it became the terminal of the Transcaucasian 
Railway, linking the Black Sea with the Caspian, and from a small fishing town of about 10,000 inhab
itants it rapidly became the major oil-exporting port of the Russian Empire; its population increasing 
fourfold by 1920. 

Whilst Batum was still Turkish, the Russian Company for Steam Shipping and Trade ('R.O.P.i.T') 
which by the late 1850's had become the foremost Russian shipping company, h':l.d opened a Postal 
Agency at Batum and this office continued to operate, together with a Turkish Post Office, until 1877. 
From 1878 the Imperial Russian Post Administration opened its own Post Office in the town, and 
when the railway terminus was constructed a second P.O. operated from the railway station. At first 
the town of Batum was regarded as part of the Russian 'Guberniya' (or Province) of Kutais, but as the 
town grew in importance it .was made the chief town of an 'Oblast' (or district), some 2,693 square miles 
in extent. Prior to World War I there were nine village post offices in Batum district, as well as the two 
.in the town itself. 

Cancellations of the Russian Postal . Agency in Batum prior to 1878 are very scarce, but those 
-0f the late 19th century and the years up to 1917 are quite common, and a representative collection of 
'forerunners' can be obtained with a little patient searching. Postal Cancellations of Batum Railway 
Station are for some reason much more difficult to get as, understandably, are those of the villages making 
up Batum District. 

BATUM UNDER TURKISH OCCUPATION (APRIL 1918-DECEMBER 1918) 
Following the Russian Revolution and the disintegration of the Russian Front against the Turks, 

the town was occupied by Turkish Forces in April, 1918. The Russian po3tal officials removed all the 
stock and most of the cancellations from Batum Post Office to Kutais (in Georgia) on the advance of 
the Turks. Until recently there has been doubt as to whether the occupying force set up a post offiee 
at Batum during the period they were there, but information now published shows that a postal service 
was established, that Turkish stamps were used·and were cancelled by a double-ringed postmark reading 
'BATUM' in Arabic characters. Stamps bearing this cancellation are very scarce. 

BATUM UNDER BRITISH OCCUPATION (DECEMBER 1918-JULY 1920) 
In order to enforce the terms of the Armistice with Turkey, and to secure the line of communication 

between Batum and Baku and open the oil pipeline betwem those places, British Forces landed at Batum 
on December 18th, 1918. These forces comprised the 27th Division, under the command of Maj.
Gen. Sir G. T. Forestier-Walker, and they arrived from Macedonia, via Constantinople. B:i.tum was 
occupied, and the leading troops advanced by rail to Tiflis on December 24th, going on to link up with 
units of the 39th Infantry Brigade which were at Baku. · 

A Field Post Office was soon established at Batum (very likely in the Post Office premise3) and 
mail posted there bore a double-ringed postmark reading F.P.O.80 . . The _9arliest date recorded of 
this postmark at Batum is 7.1.19, the latest being 17.3.19. F.P.O.80 apparently indicated that it was 
used by the 80th Infantry Brigade of the 27th Division. Later, in April, a single-ring postmark of the 
skeleton type was used, reading A.P.O. SX22, and in 1920 a similar postmark inscribed A.P.O.Y3 was 
used. F.P.O. 406 and possibly F.P.O. 408 were also used by the Indian Forces. Examples of all these 
postmarks are scarce. · 

Brigadier-General W. J. N. Cooke• Collis was appointed Military Governor of B:i.tum by the 
G.O.C. Constantinople, and determined efforts were made first to evacuate the Turkish troops and then 
set up a responsible local administration. A local Council was formed, comprising Russian, Georgian, 
Armenian, Adjarian, as well as Polish and Greek representatives, and in February 1919 the Council, 
presumably in agreement with the Militacy, commenced a· Civilian Mail Service, and .a postal union 
with Georgia and other districts was concluded. 

Since the stock and cancellers of the old -Russian Post Office had been removed to Kutais there 
was no rJternative but to accept letters over the Post Office counter, the postage to be paid in cash. A 
framed oblong rubber stamp, reading in Russian: 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 45 Page 25 



"OWING TO ABSENCE OF STOCK IN THE BATUM/ 
POST AND TELEGRAPH OFFICE, 
POSTAGE HAS BEEN CHARGED IN CASH. 
-WEIGHT ........................... . 
REGISTRATION ..................... . 
POST AND TELEGRAPH OFFICIAL .................................. " 

was struck on each letter. Presumably to add an air of further authority, an old registration seal of 
the Russian P.O. was unearthed, which had been used in pre-war days to seal valuable packages, with 
sealing wax. This seal shows the Imperial double eagle, and crossed posthorns and reads "BATUM 
P(OST) T(ELEGRAPH) OFFICE No. l" and was also impressed on letters in black ink giving 
an impression in relief. It is possible that a second wax seal showing not the Imperial eagle, but the 
later "Kerensky' eagle of the Provisional Government was also used in this way. Covers bearing these 
handstamps appear very rare. Probably they were not sought after at the time, as they did not bear 
postage stamps. 

Payment of postage by cash in this way caused protest and the Local Administration made 
arrangements for the production of a series of postage stamps, as well as revenue stamps and paper 
money tokens. 

. II-VI-~ W.JI~ □ flO'ITO R~ POST/\LE ~ n 

j _ _:_~£_ ____ _. 

~.£~"d&v> 
__ o,28nc,( < ..., 
. - ,.;.. ,,.✓. ,.;,Q <l/1-IUB.l:':f?----r~~< . ,, 

Fig. 2. Example of Postmaster's stamp 1919. 

THE FIRST TREE TYPE ISSUE 

The first stamps of Batum were issued on 4th April, 1919, and consisted of six values printed litho
graphically in Batum, at an establishment known as "The Mint" (evidently the Government Printing 
Office of pr~occupation days). Details of numbers printed, values and size of sheets are as follows:-

All values printed in sheets of 198 stamps (11 Horiz. x 18 Vertical). Wove paper; imperforate. 
Without watermark. 

5 kop. Green 51,285 
10 kop. Ultramarine 51,t!-82 
50 kop. Yellow 206,120 
1 Rub. Claret 102,832 
3 Rub. Violet 26,522 
5 Rub. Brown 20,992 

In the West End Philatelist of September, 1920, details are given of the blocks of four transfer 
subjects in which the stamps of each value can be divided. These notes were considerably extended 
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by the late William E. Hughes whose book, Postage Stamp of Batum (1935), is primarily concerned with 
the detailed examination of the various Tree Type issues, and is highly recommended to collectors wishing 
to make a study of these issues. Close examination of blocks of these stamps will reward the collector 
by being able to allocate each subject correctly, but space is not available in this general article to list 
the identifying particulars of each transfer subject. 

The design of the stamps shows a central vignette of the Aloe Tree, which grows in the Batum 
area, and appears to have been adopted as a symbol of the administration, as the tree motif was employed 
also on the revenue stamps and money tokens. Above the central vignette is a scroll bearing the words 
(in Russian) "BATUMSKAYA POCHTA" (Datum Post), whilst at the base are two figures of value, 
between which is the contraction for kopecks ("KOP") or Roubles ("RUB"). 

The postal rates in April, 1919, were believed to have been laid down as 5 kop. for Post Cards; 
10 kop. for rolled newspapers; 50 kop. for ordinary letters of minimum weight; 1 Rub. for registered 
letters; whilst higher values were required for use on Money Transfer Orders and parcels. 

Strict printing security was enforced in the prpduction of this first issue and no errors were allowed 
to escape into the hands of philatelists. The standard of printing was comparatively high. Bearing 
in mind that only 21,000 of the top value was printed, the set as a whole s~ms much undercatalogued 
and it is likely that many stamps in collections or dealers' stocks are actually forgeries, since at least 
three attempts were made to forge these stamps in quantity. However, none of the forgeries are really 
dangerous and a reasonably close comparison with the genuine stamp immediately shows many differ
ences. In fact, an interesting little collection can be made of the genuine stamps, and their respective 
forgeries. (See Fig. 3). 

Fig. 3. Forgeries of the Tree Type issue. 
The first stamp in each horizontal row is gen11i11e. 
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The stamps were cancelled first by a double-circle rubber stamp believed to bear the
wording "BATUM POST TELEGRAPH OFFICE" (in Russian) and the date, measuring about Hin. 
in diameter. No satisfactory example has been seen by the writer and copies must be extremely scarce. 
Eventually one of the original Batum Russian P.O. metal datestamps was located, reading "BATUM'► 
with the Russian script letter "i," and subsequently right up until the evacuation, this single datestamp, 
only was used for all postal purposes. The cancellation itself was faked and used to datestamp forged 
stamps, but the genuine postmark can be identified by a slight break in the inner circle between the letters. 
"B" and "A." 

Fig. 4. Genuine cancellation. 

Note break in inner circle. 

Stamps of the first Tree Type cancelled pi;ior. tp July, 1919, seem extremely scarce and worth a 
premium. Genuine covers are scarce, and when seen are usually of a philatelic nature. Commercial 
or non-philatelic covers are not often seen. Beware of blocks of stamps cancelled-to-order and then 
affixed afterwards to postcards or covers. No other cancellations (excepting unauthorised Army Post 
Office postmarks and Army Signals datestamps) are• known and the Batum Town P.O. seems to have 
been the only one to function during the occupation. 

10 ROUBLE SURCHARGE ON IMPERIAL RUSSIAN STAMPS 
Concurrently with the preparation of the first issue of Tree Type stamps, the constant depreciation 

of the Rouble necessitated a change in postal rates, and efforts were made to provide a stock of 10 Rouble 
stamps. It was said that a 10 Rouble stamp was required for franking registered packets of documents 
passing between the civil and military establishments in the town. Supplies of Imperial Russian Arms 
Type stamps of 1909 and 1917 were found to be held by private firms in Batum and these were requisit
ioned and surcharged in the Post Office itself, by means of a rubber stamp reading (in two lines) "BA TUM 
OBLAST" (Batum District), "RUB 10 RUB." The stamps, which were issued on 13th April, 1919, 
comprised the following. 

IATJI: QI. . . 

BifflDIL 

10 Rub. on 1 kop. 
10 Rub. on 3 kop. 
10 Rub. 011 5 kop. 
10 Rub. 011 10/7 kop. 

Orange 
Carmi11e 
Lilac 
Blue 

Fig. 5. 

lmperf. 
lmperf. 
Per/. 
Per/. 

2350 
3600 

350 
3M 

Top row: Ge11ui11e 10 Rouble su~charges. 

Bottom row: Forged surcharges, 

one with forged cancellation. 

Note.-The colours have been faded 

so as to bring out details of the 
surcharges. 
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· 35 KOPECKS SURCHARGE ON IMPERIAL RUSSIAN POSTAL STATIONERY AND STAMPS 
In addition to the items last listed, 1781 postal stationery i,ostcards and 140 reply-paid postcards 

were found to be on hand, and they were surcharged with a similar two-line rubber stamp but reading 
"KOP 35 KOP." Some of these postcards evidently bore 4 kopecks postage stamps either of the Russian 
Arms type or of the Romanov Tercentenary Issue, and these also received the 35k. surcharge. 

13th April, 1919 
•35 kop. on 4 kop. 
t35 kop. on 4 kop. 

*Arms type 

Red Perf. 
Rose-carmine Per/. 

t Romanov issue 

78 
46 

It must be admitted that these stamps, together with the 10R./5k. and 10R./7k., though officially 
issued, were cornered by speculators on the spot and are all but unobtainable. Copies usually offered 
on the stamp market are very likely to be forgeries and it would be unwise to purchase any of them at 
high prices. Numerous forgeries of this simple rubber surcharge are found and one helpful clue is 
that the ink used by the Batum Post Office for surcharging and cancellation purposes has a peculiar 
-consistency which penetrates right through the stamp, even on the lightest prints. This particular ink 
(believed to have been a legacy from the Turks-for which collectors should be duly grateful) has not 
been reproduced by any of the forgers to the knowledge of this writer. Attention has been drawn to 
the lack of a serif on the right-hand arm of the letter "T" in BA TUM, and whilst this is quite true in 
-so far as the genuine stamps are concerned (on all but heavy impressions), dangerous forgeries do exist 
which have even copied this defect. 

FIRST "BRITISH OCCUPATION" TREE TYPE ISSUE 
The Batum Town Council supported a general strike in opposition to the Military Governor 

during April, 1919, and it was dissolved forthwith by the Army Authorities and replaced by a staff of 
British regimental officers, assisted by local subordinates. This decision meant that the Occupation 
.Force took over all the work of the local authority (including the Post and Telegraph Office, as well as 
the treasury, labour control, customs and excise, police, fire brigade, and a hundred other jobs). It 
was largely for this reason that Batum stamps were overprinted "BRITISH OCCUPATION" as from 
this time. 

The value of the Russian Rouble constantly depreciated, and a fresh issue of stamps became 
necessary as postal rates were revised once more. This new issue, made on 10th November, 1919, con-

- -sisted of eight values in the same basic design as the first Tree Type stamps. These were overprinted 
"BRITISH OCCUPATION" lithographically, in black. The stamps were printed in sheets of 432 
(24 horizontal x 18 vertical) on similar paper to the first issue, and were, of course, imperforate. The 
designs were transferred to the stones in blocks of six (3 horizontal and 2 vertical) and each of the transfer 
subjects can be differentiated. In fact, William E. Hughes was also able to show that the lithographed 
overprint was also transferred in sets of six subjects. The extreme left-hand vertical column of stamps 
·on the sheet sometimes shows the letter 'O' of "OCCUPATION" only partially printed-, and sometimes 
does not register at all, thus accounting for the so-called "CCUPATION" error listed by Gibbons under 
the 5 Roubles value. 

5 kop. 
10 kop. 
25 kop. 
1 Rub. 
2 Rub. 
3 Rub. 
5 Rub. 
7 Rub. 

Yellow-green 
Br.ight blue _ 
Orange-yellow 
Pale blue 
Pink . 
Bright violet 
Br::-wn 
Brownish red 

28,894 
28,512 
31,892 
48,161 

366,728 
257,964 
263,709 
57,118 

FURTHER SURCHARGES ON RUSSIAN ARMS TYPE STAMPS 
By this time the demand for Batum stamps from the trade began to make itself felt, and doubtless 

this was the reason for the following issues of a speculative character, and which have, more than any
thing else, caused the unpopularity of Batum amongst collectors at large. 
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On 27th November, 1919, two further surcharges on imperforate Russian Arms Type stamps 
were issued in S. G. types 3 and 4 respectively of 10 Roubles and 15 Roubles. The 15 Roubles was 
issued simultaneously in black and red, and later (on 10th March, 1920) in violet (See Fig. 6). 

C :1i ,_' 
~~--" -

- ~ • 

.. 
~ iJ!IU -1ft ·-~,: 

21th November, 1919 
10 Rub.f3 kop. 
15 Rub.f l kop. 
15 Rub.fl kop. 

10th March, 1920 

Fig. 6 

Carmine 
Orr;nge 
Orange 

Surcharge 
Black 5,800 
Black 1,200 
Red 1,400 

15 Rub.ft kop. Orange Violet 1,100 

The fresh design of the lOR. surcharge was necessary as the original rubber handstamp used 
for the first I OR. surcharge had been destroyed, and the fresh value of 15 Roubles was said to be justified 
owing to the raising of the postal rate for a registered letter to this amount. Great care should be taken 
with the handling of these stamps, as the red ink, in particular, was of poor quality and the surcharge 
disappears completely if the stamp is immersed in water! All these handstamped surcharges have been 
recorded inverted, almost certainly applied as such with an eye to speculation. In the circumstances 
they are hardly worth much more than ordinary stamps, in the view of the writer. 

Following on these stamps, three further issues of handstamped surcharges were issued during 
January and February, 1920. Due to the extremely small numbers "issued" it is very doubtful whether 
they filled any other purpose but to line the pockets of the speculators and officials connected with the 
Postal Service. It has been stated that the higher values of 25 and 50 Roubles were necessary for use 
-0n. Money Orders. Most of the surcharges are known inverted. 

Fig. 1. 50 Rouble surcharges. 
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Stamps bearing the first surcharge of the series were issued on 12th January, 1920, when certain 
perforate and imperforate Russian Arms Type stamps were surcharged by a rubber handstamp similar 
to the 10R. issue of November but bearing the figure ••so." A point to note is that the earlier 10R. 
handstamp showed no full stop after the left-hand "P" whereas this 50 Rouble handstamp does. 

12th January, 1920 Surcharge 
50 Rub. on:-

1 kop. Orange Imperf. Black 400 
2 kop. Green Imperf. Red 300 
2 kop. Green Perf. Black 300 
3 kop. Carmine Perf. Black 200 
4 kop. Red Perf. Black 250 
5 kop. Claret Perf. Black 300 

10 kop. Deep blue Perf. Re:l 180 
15 kop. Ultra and purple Perf. Black 300 

After this issue had appeared, it was found that the rubber stamp was very worn and consequently 
a metal handstamp was made for the first time, in the design of S.G. type 6. A second set of stamps 
was issued on 30th January, using this handstamp, impressions being applied in very thin grey-black 
ink. This ink tended to run on the stamps, a factor which helps collectors to differentiate between the 
genuine and the multitude of forgeries. 

30th January, 1920 Surcharge 
50 Rubs. on:-

2 kop. Green lmperf. Black 400 
3 kop. Carmine Imperf. Black 359 
4 kop. Red lmperf. Black 120 
2 kop. Green Perf. Black 700 
3 kop. Carmine Perf. Black 691 
4 kop. Red Perf. Black 750 
5 kop. Claret Perf. Black 920 

10th March, 1920 
50 Rub. on 4k. red (Romanov Tercent.) 

Surcharge in blue-thicker ink 1200 

. . 

The third set of these series of surcharges on Russian stamps were made by a further metal hand
stamp similar in design to the 50R. surcharge but of 25 Roubles. The ink in which they are impressed 
is much thicker in quality. It seems clear that the stamps were prepared with an idea of speculation 
as otherwise it is difficult to excuse the issue of surcharges in two colours (one set in black and the other 
in blue). 

21st February, 1920 
Perforated: 

25 Rub. on 5 kop. 
25 Rub. on 10/7 kop. 
25 Rub. on 20/14 kop. 
25 Rub. on 25 kop. 
25 Rub. on 50 kop. 

Perforated. 
25 Rub. on 5 kop. 
25 Rub. on 19/7 kop. 
25 Rub. on 20/14 kop. 
25 Rub. on 25 kop. 
25 Rub. on 50 kpp. 

Lilac 
Blue 

Surcharged in black 

Blue and red 
Green and violet 
Lilac and blue 

Surcharged in blue 
Lilac 
Blue 
Blue and red 
Green and violet 
Lilac and blue 
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600 
900 
600 

1000 

1900 
1000 
1000 
700 
900 
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SURCHARGES ON BATUM TREE TYPE STAMPS 

The constant need for fresh stamps of 25 and 50 Roubles denominations led to the issue of two
surcharges on one of the values of the First Tree Type set and two values of the First "British Occupation" 
Tree Type issue. Two metal handstamps were made in S.G. Types 7 and 8 and were impressed on · 
stamps shown in the following list. No errors on varieties are known except that in the SOR. surcharge. 
the authorities decided to make a cut-presumably by means of a file-across the figure "50'' half way 
through the printing. This was said to have been done "to avoid forgery," but to this writer it succeeded 
only in making a collectable variety, which is incidentally rather commoner than the original! 

Fig. 8. Surcharges on Tree Type stamps. Note the file cuts across "SO." 

1st April, 1920 
lmperforate. Surcharged ill black 

25 R11b. on S kop. Green 2180 
25 Rub. on 25 kop. Orange 2192 
50 Rub. on SO kop. Yellow 7160 

(variety "50" cut through) 

lmperforate. Surcharged in blue 
25 Rub. on S kop. Greell 1980 
25 Rub. on 25 kop. Orallge 720 
50 Rub. Oil 50 kop. Yellow 560 

SECOND "BRITISH OCCUPATION" TREE TYPE ISSUE 

To obviate the necessity of producing more provisional issues, a third "Tree Type" set, the second 
overprinted "BRITISH OCCUPATION," was issued on 22nd June, 1920. The denominations covered. 
1 Rouble to 50 Roubles, and were printed by lithography, as before, on similar wove paper, without 
watermark. The fresh transfer subjects were in blocks of six (3 horizontal x 2 vertical) and the corner 
subjects of all values except SOR. can easily be discerned by the presence of small guide lines in the relat
ive portion of the margin at the outside corner of each block. A good many of these stamps were pur-• 
chased by members of the Occupation Force before they left, and genuinely used examples (as opposed 
to cancelled-to-order) appear to be very scarce indeed. This is understandable as the handing over of 
the town and district of Batum to the Georgian Government took place on 7th July, 1920, when the 
issue had been current for barely a fortnight. Large n·umbers of all values but the SOR. were printed, 
but it is difficult to say how many of these escaped official destruction on the evacuation. On the whole 
the stamps are fairly scarce. There is no doubt that all the stock on hand was destroyed, together with 
the lithographic stones. In the early 1920's there was some doubt about this, but William E. Hughes 
wrote to the Military Governor on return to England, and he was able to confirm that this 
was undoubtedly the case. The stamps were printed in sheets of 396, and as with previous Tree Type 
issues, any faulty prints were destroyed. One variety is catalogued by Gibbons as "BPITISH" for 
"BRITISH" in the overprint, and this resulted from the accidental brushing off of the tail of the letter 
"R" on this particular subject, and occurs on all values once on a sheet (Stamp No. 19 in the first hori-
zontal row). · 
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1 R11b. 
2 R11b. 
3 R11b. 
5 R11b. 
7 Rub. 

10 Rub. 
15 R11b. 
25 Rub. 
50 Rub 

Chestnut 
Pale Blue 
Pink 
Black-brown 
Yellow 
Myrtle green 
Violet 
Scarlet 
Deep blue 

A BOGUS ISSUE MADE IN THE POST OFFICE 

501,42·~-
201,432 
200,816 
203,280 
203,280 
202,972 
102,256 
153,G92 
53,9iX) 

Fig. 9. Left: Pair of bogus surcharges cancelled by genuine postmark. Right: Forgery of the bogus stamp. 

An amusing tale can be told of two enterprising employees of the Datum Post Office who, a few 
days before the evacuation, and in the absence of the Postmaster, decided to make their own issu · of 
.surcharged Russian stamps. Probably with the original intention of producing more stamps of the 
first I O Roubles surcharge , they made a rubber hands tamp reading in san'i serif capitals "BA TUM 08" 
and 'RUB 10 RUB' and surcharged a good number of lk., 3k., 5k., 7k. (perf.), and 3k. and 15k. (imperf.) 
Arms Type stamps. These productions were subsequently cancelled with the genuine Datum "i" can
cellation, with various 1919 and 1920 dates (including, incidentally, 6.7.20-the day before the British 
left Batum). The stamps were circulated to the stamp trade and, having come from the Post Office itself, 
were naturally accepted as being genuine. The Yvert Catalogue listed them for many years, and in 
March, 1921, La Phi/ate/ie Francaise printed a statement made by M. Simonian, the ex-Postmaster of 
Batum to the effect that these were· not legitimate issues at all. That is not quite the end of the story 
as, in keeping with tradition, a series of forgeries of these bogus stamps duly made their appearance! 

Thus ends the story of the British Occupation of Datum. At 6 p.m. on 7th July, 1920, all the 
British Forces had withdrawn to the harbour area, and an official handover was completed to 
the Georgian Republic. From that date, stamps of the short-lived Menshevik Republic of Georgia 
were used, cancelled at first by the Batum "i" cancellation but later by postmarks inscribed in Georgian 
characters. These stamps were later superseded by those of the Soviet Republic of Georgia, then the 
Transcaucasian Federation of Soviet Republics, and later still by stamps of the U.S.S.R., which Batum 
uses today. 

(This article was published originally in The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain in the issues January/ 
March, 1962, and April/June, 1962. We are indebted to the Editor of P.J.G.B. for allowing us to repro
duce it together with the original illustrations. 

Since 1962, it has been established that at least one other post office besides Batum Head Office 
functioned during the British Occupation, this being at MARADIDY, a frontier post some 27 versts 
from Batum, on the Artvin road. A note about Maradidy, and an illustration of the cancellation used 
appears in B.J.R.P. No. 39. 

Two other articles by P. T. Ashford which appeared in P.J.G.B. about the same time-on the 
stamps of Menshevik Georgia, and Soviet Georgia-will be reproduced when space permits. Many 
members may not have had the opportunity of reading them, and although of a general nature, they offer 
an introduction to some very interesting issues). 
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REVIEWS OF NEW LITERATURE 

THE JOURNAL OF THE ROSS/CA SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY. No. 18 AND No. 19. 

Edited by Andrew Cronin, Box 806, Church Street Station, New York, N. Y. 10008, U.S.A . 

Two issues of the Rossica Journal are before us for review on this occasion. No. 78 is devoted 
largely to a lengthy article by Dr. J. Lee Sbneidman an 'An Aspect of Russian Postal Administration 
1917-1923' and covers forty pages. Basically the article tries to tell us what went wrong with the Soviet 
Postal Administration during those years, and castigates the authorities for not understanding the dyna
mics of inflation, and aggravating the paper shortage by forcing citizens to use dozens or hundreds of 
stamps on each envelope. My personal opinion is that whilst I tip my hat to Dr. Shneidman for shep
herding together an immense number of facts (the number of footnote references amount to no less than 
201), he may have unknowingly embellished them in some cases. Take, for example, the question of 
the stamp supply in Tiflis in 1919 and the 'Tiflis Roulettes. ' We are told that "without authorisation, 
the postmaster gave his imperf. stamps to a local printer who rouletted them. Since the machine used 
in rouletting was rather crude, the small slits in the paper did not make separation of the individual 
stamps easier." In the first place I doubt if the Postmaster did give the stamps to a local printer, since 
the rouletting was performed by hand with_a ruler and what I am sorely tempted to describe as a roulette 
wheel! Examination of multiples shows that the ruler slipped from time · to time and the roulette cut 
anywhere but in the margin of the stamps. This being the method used, I feel no more than dozen 
sheets could have been treateo., so that a reference to the fact that the sale of the rem~ining stamps to 
Major J. J. Darlow was reason why Tiflis Post Office found it was running out of stamps, cannot be 
taken very seriously. A. D. Xanthopoulos writes some interesting notes on an early seal from the Russian 
Cloister at Mount Athos, whilst D. N. Minchev (of Bulgaria) writes another of his valuable articles, 
this time on the Russian Postal Agencies in the Dobrudja -during 1877-1878. • Oh! that o.tb,er facets of 
Russian philately were so well served by such an able postal historian! A most delightful article called 
•Tarasoviana' comes next, written by Andrew Cronin describing and illustrating the activities of a col~ 
lector called Voldemar V. Tarasov who op~rated from Solombala, near Arkhangel between 1917 and 
1922. Most interesting and quite unbelievable! Book Reviews and Society Notes complete the issue. 

No. 79 provides us with some particularly valuable articles. S. M. Blekhman (U.S.S.R.) describes 
and illustrates a number of varieties and covers of the local 1932-1933 surcharges of Tuva; some choice 
items from what must be the most outstanding collection of this country. Short articles follow by E. 
Markovitch on an unofficial label from Bromarf (Finland) used in 1917; and by Anthony L. Okolish 
on the use of the Stereo Zoom Microscope in philately. Speaking for myself, I seem to have a hard 
job paying for packets of stamp hinges, and I fear the prospect of many of us investing in such an expen
sive instrument a little unlikely. A useful article is reprinted from Filatelyia S.S.S.R, "The E.irly and 
Late Issues of the 1883-1888 Stamps" by Prof. K. A. Bemgard allows us to look at these stamps in an 
entirely new light, particularly in so far as perforation variations. · An article which particularly appeals 
to this writer is "The Story of the Postage Stamps of the Far Eastern Republic" by the late F. I. Chmakalo. 
For too long the Far Eastern Republic has been virtually ignored in our Journals, and here is a vivid 
ac<;ount of the issues and their use, written by someone who was on the spot. Numbers printed are 
given in each case and there are some intere3ting illustrations. Furthermore we are promised a further 
article from the same writer in the next Rossica Journal. 

Andrew Cronin writes some notes on Early Greek Mail to Russia, and follows this with a long 
and interesting article on the definitive Lenin Rouble stamps written with Kurt Adler. An attractive 
series, they were used from 1925 right through to 1939, and in fact, we are told, they retained their valid
ity until 1961. The article has a whole series of illustrations which are most helpful. R.O.P.i.T enthus
iasts will delight in a further article by D. N. Minchev, thi& time on "Some Unknown Data · on the 
R.O.P.i.T. Postal Activities at Varna." · Dr. G. Wember writes on Dostoevsky which is useful back
ground information for the thematic collector, and Andrew Cronin adds some interesting notes on a 
postal sorting code evidently used in the Ukraine in the mid-thirties. Eddie Wisewell writes up eight 
Siberian covers of the Allied Expeditionary Force, which are illustrated (a pity they are so reduced in 
size), followed by interesting "Notes from CoHectors" and "Book Reviews." Most satisfying-and 
the result of a great deal of hard work! 
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SOVETSKII KOLLEKTSIONER-1 ("Soviet Collector-1"). Published by 'Svyaz,' Moscow, 1970 
20,000 copies. Price 81 kopecks. (In Russian). 

• The 'Soviet Collector' is published every year, and one can hardly believe it has appeared now 
for seven years! The contents get more interesting and useful as time goes on-the same goes for all 
Soviet philatelic publications it seems. Most of us regret that we . haven't a working knowledge of 
Russian, otherwise we would enjoy the books even more! Readers will find of great interest a long 
article by our good friend Dr. N. Lucbnik (Obninslc) on "Steamship Post in Russia." Although there 
is a good deal of fresh information culled from many. Russian sources, the writer acknowledges the 
value of the Tchilinghirian-Stephen Used Abroad work, and many articles that have appeared in B.J.R.P. 
in the bibliography that appears with the 16 page monograph. It will repay keen ship mail collectors 
to go through the article carefully although it should be made clear that the diamond, St. Petersburg 
and Odessa handstamp and the oval Odessa types have nothing to do with ship mail. Zemstvo enthus
iasts will likewise want to read the article by Yu. Rudinkov (Leningrad) on Zemstvo posts of St. Peters
burg guberniya; Novoladoga, Luzhsk, and Gdovsk, as well as others on a Zemstvo theme by Bor. Stal
baum, D. Kuznetsov; Lada Yakusbevitcb and N. Navolotchkin. Other interesting contributions, as 
usual, cover coins, banknotes, medals, postcards, and book plates. 

Norman Hill's "T.P.O." magazine (the official magazine of theT.P.0. Society) often contains 
snippets of information of special interest to collectors of Russia. The July-August 1970 issue (No. 
142) contains a note by Peter H. Penn illustrating a cancellation used by the Soviet cruise liner M.S. 
Shevchenko. This ship was engiged by a German firm to undertake.a cruise in March and April 1970 
calling at Genoa, Palma, Tangier, Casablanca; Tenerife, St. Vincente, Funchal, L:1. Corunna, 1South
amptori, and Bremerhaven. The cancellation comprised a large double circle reading at the top "M/S 
TARAS SCHEVCHENKO U.S.S.R." and (believe or it not) "POSTED FROM NIGHT SEAS" at 
the base. Above the date (13.t!>.70 at Southampton) was the Soviet embleni within a five pointed star. 
Clearly someone had blundered, the wording should surely have read "POSTED ON THE HIGH 
SEAS!" An interesting addition to a Soviet Ship Mail collection nevertheless!! 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

''Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad" by S. D. Tchilinghirian and W. S. E. Stephen. 

Part I: Constantinople, The Danubian Principalities, Bulgaria, and Roumelia. 
Part II: Black Sea, Aegean Ports, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Crete, Ship Mail in the Levant. 
Part IH: Persia, Khanates of Bukhara and Khiva, Sin-Kiang. 
Part IV: Ukyankhai, Mongolia, China Proper, The Lyao-Tung Leasehold. 
Part V: Manchuria, Chinese Eastern Railway. 
Part VI: Ship Mail to Korea and Japan, Russian-America, and Supplement. 
Each Part (96 pages) price £1.50 or 3.75 dollars (U.S.), plus postage, from W. S. E. Stephen, 

24 Allachy Terrace, Aberlour AB3 9QA, Banffshire, Scotland. 

"The Postage Stamps of Armenia" by S. D. Tchilinghirian and P. T. Ashford. 

Part I: The Framed Monograms (62 pages). Price £0.38 or 1.00 dollar. 
Part II: The Unframed H.P. Monograms. (Regret out of print and unavailable). 
Part III: The H. H. Monograms (60 pages). Price £1.00 or 2.50 dollars. 
Part IV: The Pictorials (64 pages). Price £1.35 or 3.25 dollars. 
Part V: Check List (16 pages). Price £0-50 or 1.25 dollars. 

A limited number of copies, as indicated above. arc still available from .P. T. Ashford, 9 Pentre 
Close, Ashton, Near Chester (after end-Jurie). Please add small amount to cover postage in your remitt
ance. 

All the above publications are still at their original published price, and constitute unquestionable 
bargains when compared with to-day's costs of production. 
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OBITUARIES 

H. F. BLEASE 
It is with the greatest regret that we must re~ord the death on 17th October, 1970 of a Past-Presi

dent and early member of the Society, Mr. Herbert F. ·Blease, of Trowbridge, Wiftshire. Of a quiet 
and retiring disposition, Mr. Blease joined the Society well before the war, ·a:od on the resumption of 
activities in October, 19~, soon became a1{acti-ve member regularly making the journey from Trow
bridge to London for the Society's meetings. In Apdl 1946, he gave a comprehensive display of Revolut
ioi,.ary Period and R.S.F.S.R. material; a fact whlch is recorded in Journal No. 1. Elected President 
of the Society in 1949, Mr. Blease was at the helm when the membership was growing . very fast, with 
much activity in the fields of research and publication . 

. Housed in an almost endless line of leather bound Whitfield King albums, his· collections were 
many and varied. Early Imperial issues pleased him most, but he also took great inter~ in the Civil 
War, and early R.S.F.S.R. stamps. He also possessed comprehensive collections of the independent 
states of Transcaucasia, the_ Baltic, and the· Far East. At different times he loaned covers and stamps 
for reproduction in the Journal, and some of his favourite items were illustrated and described in B.J.R.P .. 
36. The Russian field was only a part of Mr. Blease's philatelic interests, however, for he was particularly 
addicted to the stamps of New Zealand (of which his 'earlies' constituted a remarkable collection), Por
tugal (including a fine collection' of numeral postmarks), as well as Great Britain, Gambia, and other 
countries in the Red Gibbons. 

During most of the 'fifties, the Bristol "lobby'' -as Ian Baillie and myself recall with great pleas
ure-met frequently either in Bristol or Trowbridge, just as the London members do to~day," to talk 
and discuss stamps. Mr. Blease's unusual items were then always a source of much delight. Mr. Blease 
was also a regular attender· at the splendid° week-end meetings held by Mr. Cecil Roberts at Shepton 
Beauchamp in the 'sixties, and a nev.er failing · supporter of the Philatelic. Congress. Apart froin his 
membership of B.S.R.P., he was a lifelong member of the Bath P.S., and the Devizes P.S., to which 
societies he regularly gave most interesting displays. · · · · 

Due to advancing age and indifferent health, however, Mr. Blease was unable to attend many 
B.S.R.P. meetings in. recent years. We shall miss his help and his quiet good humour very much, and 
to Miss Blease, his sister, also a keen stamp · collector and member of the Philatelic Congress, we offer 
our sincere condolences. 

ARTHUR SHIELDS 
We are very sorry.to.have to record the' death of Mr. Arthur Shields, which occurred at Santa. 

Barbara, California, on 27th April, 1970. Mr. -Shields, a B.S.R.P. member for many years, was aged 
. 74, and we understand he had been in poor health for some time. 

Mr. Shields was born in Dublin in 1896, and after studying to be an actor, became a member of 
the Abbey Theatre Company. Intensely patriotic, he joined the -Irish Volunteers in the 1916 Easter 
Rebellion, and, in fact, was subsequently imprisoned by the British. · In the 1930's he visited the United 
States with the Abbey Theatre Players, and returned in 1936 at the behest of John Ford to pla:y in the 
Hollywood picture "The Plough and the _S~rs." . He · returned again in 1939 when he appeared in 
"Drums Along the Mohawk," whoo he. dl:rided -to .make hi-. home in the U.S., appearing in a whole 
succession offilms,incl.udtng "How Gr.een was My Valley";"Little Nellie Kciiy"; "The Corn is Green";. 
'.'The Man from ·oown Undet," · Two pictures of the late forties were "The ·Quiet Man," and "The· 
Dorsey Brothers' Story.''. Not so well known as his elder brother (the late Barry Fitzgerald, whose real 
name was William Shields) he nevertheless played in hundreds of both leading and supporting roles in 
the live theatre, and in-films. · He was at one time stage director and stage manager at the Abbey Theatre, 
and in the U.S. directed ElJgene O'Neill's last play, "Me>on for the Misbegotten," which was a Theatre· 
Guild Production. 

Philatelically, he· was an enthusiastic collector, forming an outstanding collection of Postmaster 
Provisionals, and being especially interested in Imperial. Postal Station.er~'. For ' B.J.R.P. we are glad 
he found time to write articles on "Warsaw Times of Receipt" (with.the late John Barry) (B.J.R.P. 14/15 
May 1954) and "Kramatorsk-Lugansk Railway Pestmarks'_' (B.J.R.P. 25, June 1959). 

To Mrs. Shields and family we offer our heartfelt sympathy. 

Page 36 BRITISH °.iOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 45 



'MEETING REPORTS 

Future reports published in the Journal will, we hope, include a much longer account of displays 
given at Society meetings. Although a report on the 109th meeting held on 2nd . May, 1970 was 
included in Journal No. 44, no description on Mr. John Lloyd's display of Imperial Russia was available. 
We therefore include the following notes on his display: 

Mr. Lloyd's display from his Imperial collection consisted of some 120 sheets covering the whole 
period; pre-stamp to the currency stamps of 1917. Among the earliest covers on view was a straight 
line ST. PETERSBOVRG of 1783, whilst another similar handstamp, but with smaller letters, was shown 
on cover to Nantes, the letter enquiring for quotations for gun flints. Various other early markings 
of the 19th century then followed, including covers showing a straight line RIGA, a double circle bi
lingual datestamp, and a disinfected cover from the same city. Further covers of FRAUENBURG, 
PERNOV, VALK, and TULA (the last two being ovals, with and without wreath). One interesting 
item was a postal receipt given by the Govt. Postmaster at Novogorod Post Office. 

Official covers of the early 19th century were then shown including KP RIGA markings (with and 
without circular frame), a KP MITAVA oval, and a straight line MITAVA KK. Official paper seals 
used for postal purposes were seen on covers from SAMARA postal division, and an interesting cover 
addressed to the Chief of Police at the Moscow Palaces "in his hands only." Another cover bore an 
inscription where the sender directed that it be carried by one horse relay. 

An envelope oftlie St. Petersburg City Post cancelled 14th July, 1864 in red, and Imperial stamped 
envelopes showing the broad and narrow tailed eagle, and two different types of watermark, were 
included in a section dealing with postal stationery. 

A fine example of a No. 1 cancelled by circular datestamp of PETROZA VODSK on cover dated 
13th May. 1858 and a series of internally addressed covers bearing 2k, 5k, 10k. and 30k. stamps. used 
from Chebokzar to Kazan, introduced the adhesives. Zemstvos were represented by items from Arza
mas, Tikhvin, Totma, Ustsysolsk, and Vessiegonsk. An Impreial 3k. postal stationery card bearing 
a 2k. Griazovets stamp cancelled 15 May, 1910 was particularly noteworthy. 

7k. surcharges in red on Red Cross postal stationery postcards were represented by three examples 
used from Nizhnie-Novgorod. 'For the Benefit of the Postman' revenue stamps were shown mint and 
used, with two types of perforation. Currency stamps used on cover, and Parcel Post Customs Declar
ation forms (used in Odessa) followed. One item of special interest was a Postmaster's cachet and 
signature on a cover from Nizhnie-Novgorod to Kazan, showing that it had been collected from a post 
box, but forwarded by registered post. 

Used Abroad items were well represented, including Kashgar type II on 7k. strip of four; a CHAR
D.JUY-205-TASHKENT oval on card to Kazan; asimilar item but KHARBIN-262-MANTCHURIA; 
KHAR~IN VOKZAL; and various ovals of the Caspian Sea steamship routes. 

Further interesting oval cancellations concluded. a most interesting and varied display. These 
comprised cards or covers bearing BATUM-96-BAKU (strike in blue); CHELIABINSK-124-SAMARA; 
REVEL-OAVAN(Harbour); MOISEKUL VOKZAL; KAZAN-SARATOV (circle); and BIELOMOR
SKOE (White Sea) cancellations. 

The 110th meeting was held on 13th June, 1970, but due to the keys of the B.P.A. Board Room 
not being available, alternative accommodation had to be obtained quickly at Lyons Corner House. 
Messrs. Peel, Kobylanski, Myers, Waugh, Kellaway, Joseph, Knighton, Cameron, Pritt, and Lloyd 
were present. together with Dr. R. Ceresa who, after a short business session, gave a most interesting 
display of material of the Revolutionary period under very cramped and unfamiliar surroundings. Mr. 
Lloyd wrote him a special letter of thanks, after the meeting, for so kindly carrying out the programme 
under such difficulties. 

The secretary asked members formally to elect four applicants for membe:ship. These were:-
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DR. R. BAGULEY, 48 Albert Road, Grappenhall, Nr. Warrington, Lanes. 

MR. G. PERDOMO, Lan.gatun 16, 3800 Torshavn, Faroe Islands, Denmark. 

MR. M. A. LOWE, 10 Lansdowne Road, Muswell Hill, London. N.10. 

MR. A. M. TURNER, 69 Wanstead Park Road, Cranbrook, Ilford, Essex. 

Future meetings would be held at the Shaftesbury Hotel, Monmouth Street, London, W.C.2. 
The nearest Underground Station appeared to be Leicester Square. 

Mr. Peter Ashford had kindly offered to take on the post of Editor once again after a lapse of 
three years. Dr. Casey had wanted to relinquish the post due to heavy personal commitments and 
Journal No. 44 would be his last. 

The. 111 th Meeting of the Society was held at the Shaftesbury Hotel, Monmouth Street, London 
W.C.2 on 3rd October, 1970, at 2.30 p.rn. Mr. Lloyd presided and there were 16 other members present. 
Dr. Wortman, Dr. Casey, Di:. Gordon Torrey (U.S.A.), and Messrs. Waugh, Peel, Kellaway, Pritt, 
Droar, Joseph, Mushlin, Norwood, Kobylanski, A. Lowe, Cameron, and Humphrey. Apologies for 
absence were received from Messrs. Kolot and Ashford. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were.approved, following which Mr. Lloyd, on behalf of 
the Society, congratulated members who exhibited at 'Philympia' and received awards. These were: 
Mr. M. Liphschutz and Mr. M.A. Bojanowicz (Gold medals; Class of Honour); Mr. A. Droar, Dr. R. 
Casey, Dr. R. Seichter, Mr. W. Frauenlob (Large silver; Competition class); Mr. F. Speers, Mr. C. W. 
Roberts, Mr. Kobylanski, Mr. J. Lloyd·(Silver medals; Competition class). Mr. C. C. Handford and 
Dr. A. H. Wortman received large Silver medals for invited displays of Chile and Russian P.O.'s in 
China respectively. Mr. D. Palmer (Large silver-Chile); and Mr. F. W. Speers (Silver-Air Mails). 
The B.J.R.P. also received a Silver award. · 

The following new members were then formally elected:-

MR. PHILIP SILBERMAN, 11 Residence Flaminia, Route de Glion, 1842 Territet, Switzerland. 
MR. W. J. DOMBROVSKI, 4540 Hillsboro Avenue No., New Hope, Min. 55428, U.S.A. 
MR. M. C. LOWE, 53 Hookhills Road, Paignton, Devon. 

Exchange Packet. Mr. Kellaway advised members that since the last regular meeting of 2nd 
May, six packets, of total value £1,316 had been put into circulation. In the same period eight packets 
had been broken up, total sales £521. Material for circulation was in very good supply, the only short-
age being for Zemstvos. · 

Journal. The secretary read a letter from Mr. Ashford, who said he was looking forward to 
producing two Journals per annum as from 1971, in March and October. He was already assembling 
material for the March issue, which he hoped to send to the printers in December. 

Dr. Casey told members that the present Journal No. 44 had been delayed, but that he was await
ing the proofs, before putting the final touches to it. Dr. Casey proposed that the outgoing and incom
ing Editors should liaise, and Mr. Lloyd said he would endeavour to arrange this. Dr. Casey also said 
that future manuscripts from "Filatelyia S.S.R." would be made available for publication in the Journal, 
although we would, of course, have to arrange translation. 

After business, members present displayed their choice of a dozen shc.ets from their collections. 
Dr. Casey (covers, including an early 1897 Hankow, arid one from the Russian Court to the Queen of 
Denmark); Mr. Lloyd (North Pole covers); Mr. A. Lowe (Ukraine tridents); Mr. H. Norwood (material 
relating to Soviet Philatelic Exhibitions); Mr. A. Pritt (pre-adhesives covers); Mr. A. S. Waugh (Soviet 
Miniature sheets and their varieties); and Dr. A. H. Wortman (Transcaucasian T.P.O.'s). In his vote 
of thanks, Mr. A. Droar said how nice it was to see such a variety of material and some interesting dis
plays. All present joined with Mr. Droar in expressing their appreciation of a most enjoyable after
noon, 
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The 112th meeting and Annual General Meeting of the Society was held at the Shaftesbury Hotel, 
Monmouth Street, London, W.C.2., on Saturday, 23rd January, 1971 at 3 p.m. 

Mr. Lloyd presided and there were seventeen other members present. Apologies for absence 
were received from Messrs. P. J. McIntyre; C. C. Handford, C. W. Roberts, W. Lychmanenko and M. 
Fisher. The President asked members to stand in tribute to the late Mr. H. F. Blease who died on 17th 
October, 1970 at his home in Trowbridge. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as read and approved. Arising from these 
Minutes, in a letter to the Secretary Dr. Seichter said that he felt he should resign his membership to 
B.S.R.P., due to his advancing age and also to the fact that it was unlikely he would visit London again. 
In his report as President and Secretary, Mr. Lloyd said he had sent a letter on behalf of the Society 
to thank him for his services and support for so many years, and in recognition of this it was proposed 
that Dr. Seichter be elected Hon. Life Member. Mr. Ashford then said he would very much like to 
see our old friend and member Mr. C. C. Handford receive this same recognition, who like Dr. Seichter 
at eighty years of age was unable to attend meetings in London as often as in the past. Dr. Wortman 
had great pleasure in formally proposing that both these members be elected Hon. Life Members of 
the British Society of Russian Philately. This was enthusiastically and unanimously agreed. 

Mr. Lloyd continued his report by saying what a wonderful year 1970 had been in many respects. 
Great successes at Philympia for our members, including a "Silver" award to our Journal. Twenty one 
new members had been enrolled, this too was a record, and was partly due to the International Exhibition, 
an article appearing in the Stamp Magazine, the publicity we received from our Press Secretary's efforts 
and displays to Local Societies by our members. ' 

The President then asked that the following applicants for membership be formally elected: 
DR. M. H. GOULD, 53, Glencregagh Drive, Belfast, BT6 ONJ. 
MR. PERS-ANDERS ERIXON, Majeldsvagen 2, 172-42 Sundbyberg, Sweden. 
MR. L. KELLY, P.O. Box 211, Kitwe, Zambia. 
MR. F. C. FELLS, 15, Wynnstay Gardens, Hartlepool, Co. Durham. 
MR. C. GRIFFITHS, 8, Latton Road, Monks Park A.venue, Bristol, BS7 OUX. 
MR. R. F. PURDY, "Aquarius," 12 St. Leonard's Close, Wymondham, Suffolk. 
MR. A. F. CLARK, 32, Nicholas Close, South Ockenden, Essex. 
MR. J. P. FISHWICK, 17, Wilton Way, Grangetown, Middlesbrough, Teesside, TS6 7QP. 
MR. R. RENFRO, 151, Buckingham Drive, Apt. 285, Santa Clara, Calif. 95050, U.S.A. 

Hon. Treasurer's Report. Mr. Joseph gave members a very reassuring statement of accounts. 
As last year the statement will be made available to members on request. There was an excess of income 
over expenditure, with cash at Bank in excess of £500. This was a very healthy and indeed necessary 
state of affairs if Mr. Ashford was to produce two Journals in 1971. A vote of thanks was recorded 
to Dr. Ado Blecher for a donation of £10 towards the cost of the Journal. A vote of thanks to Mr. 
Joseph for a favourable report was proposed by Mr. Ashford. All agreed. 

Exchange Packet Superintendent's Report. Mr. Kellaway told members that during the year 
16 packets had circulated as a result of which a net profit of over £100 was passed on to the treasurer. 
Please use decimal currency in making up new booklets. It is hoped that the need for registration will 
be abolished within the next three months and so the cost of passing the packet will be considerably 
cheaper in spite of the increased postal rates. 

Press Secretary's Report . . Mr. Norwood said that he continued to submit reports to the Philatelic 
Press and in this way helped in some small measure B.S.R.P. publicity. 

Research Superintendent's Report. Dr. Ceresa told members present that very few members were 
interested in research, the few being in the main new members who wanted information. All letters 
received were replied to. 

Journal Number 44 was sent out to members by 1st January due to Mr. Waugh of Bath who kindly 
offered to collect and despatch from his home. Mr. Ashford paid tribute to Dr. Casey for a very good 
Journal. 
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Whilst ·on the subject of the Journal, Mr. Ashford later in the programme suggested that the 
cover design should be changed after serving for 25 years and did in fact bring along examples of designs. 
and invited comments. None however were acceptable to members pr~ent, but it is hoped that speci
mens of a future cover design for our Journal will be forthcoming. 

A suggestion that a cheaper Journal published more often was advanced by a member, but after 
a short discussion it was felt that the more expensive better produced one once or twice a year should. 
be our aim. All members present agreed to this. 

Election of Officers. Mr. /l .. S. Waugh President, Vice-President Mr. M. A Bojanowicz; Hon: 
Secretary Mr . .John Lloyd; Hon. Treasurer Mr. R. L. Joseph; Packet Superintendent Mr. W. G. Kella
way; Journal Editor Mr. P. T. Ashford; PressSecretary Mr. H. Norwood; Librarian Mr. R. L. Joseph;. 
Research Superintendent Dr. R. Ceresa; Auditor to be elected. Committee of five: Dr. A. H. Wortman, 
Messrs. A. Pritt, A. Droar, E. G. Peel and D. Mushlin. 

Any Other Business. · J>.. motion put to the Committee and A.G.M. by Mr. A. Droar regarding. 
the Offices of the Society and their tenure, was detailed on a separate paper for members' consideration. 

Future Meetings: 20th March, 1971-Mr. Ashford would display "Russian Posts of the 18th 
Century''; 22nd May, 1971-A combined display of "Ship Mail." This was proposed due to recent 
articles in the Journal and great interest shown on this subject. 

Competitions. After the meeting, · the three judges, Messrs. Bojanowicz, Kellaway and Peel, 
· gave their opinions of the entries submitted for the Society's J>..nnual Competition and the awards were-
made. · 

The Stibbe Rose Bowl, awarded for research to Mr. P. T. Ashford for his entry of"Early St. Peters
burg Handstamps." Runner-up was Dr. Wortman for his studies of the "Arms Issue of 1883." 

The Buchanan Cup, awarded for general interest, to Dr. R. Casey for his "Early Soviet Mobile
Posts" the runner-up being Mr. A. Droar for his "Ship Mail" entry. 

The Bojanowicz Trophy was awarded to Mr. A. Droar for his outstanding award of a "Vermeil 
Medal" at Philympia. 

The Literary Award went to Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz for his article in Journals No. 43 and 44 
on Polish Postal History. 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

"Ukraine: The Shagiv Issues" by I. L. G. Baillie. 46 pages, including 15 pages of illustrations. 

Price £0.95 (including postage) from I. L. G. Baillie, The Grange, Thornbury Road, Thornbury. 
Near Bristol. (U.S.: 2.45 dollars). 

•'The Trident Issues of the Ukraine" 

Part I: Kiev (Revised edition 1962) by C. W. Roberts and Dr. R. Seichter. 
Part II: Odessa (believed out of print). · · 
Part III: Kharkov, Ekaterinoslav, and Poltava. By C. W. Roberts. 
Part IV: Podolia, and Postal Stationery. By C. W. Roberts. 
Part V: Special Issues. By C. W. Roberts. 

Enquiries as to parts available and prices should be made to Mr. C. W. Roberts, Shepton House, 
Shepton Beauchamp, Nr. Ilminster, Somerset. 
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