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THE ROLE OF THE FORWARDING AGENT 
V. Denis Vandervelde 

GENERAL BACKGROUND 
The article which follows is the result of a study, extending over some years, into the hitherto 

unresearched role of the forwarding agent in expediting mail out of Tsarist Russia. B.S.R.P. members 
have played an important part in locating examples of such mail; but since the underlying significances 
of the whole system will be lost on others, a short account of it is given here, to make what follows a 
little less obscure. · · 

As international trade suddenly expanded in the latter part of the eighteenth century, national 
postal systems often failed to develop at the pace demanded by commerce. In much of Continental 
Europe, private systems sprang up to meet this need; some little more than a network of post-riders, 
but others large-scale enterprises, often trading on their own account as well as on behalf of others, 
and providing (inter alia) the links then lacking between national systems. Increasingly, however, 
trade demanded links with far-flung colonies and "factories," without official postal systems of any kind; 
and so those trading with (say) West Africa or the less frequented islands of the West Indies would seek 
an "agent" in the ports from which ships most often sailed there. A few such contacts, notably in France 
and Italy, actually owned, or were agents for, one or more ships. Traditionally postal historians have 
treated these-like those ship's captains who let it be known that, for a consideration, they would carry 
letters as agents, but not as "forwarding agents." This term has been reserved for those individuals 
or businesses undertaking to forward mail by whatever route or means they or their principals judged 
to be quickest, or safest, or cheapest. Sometimes this service, for which they would charge a small sum, 
constituted a business in itself. More often, they would be primarily dealers in commotlities, or import/ 
export specialists, who would oblige their clientele by assisting in routing their mail, and not necessarily 
charging for this service. Nevertheless, these, no less than those with no other profession, are treated 
here (as in the literature generally) as professional forwarding agents. 

This general account has laid particular stress on those agents operating in the great entrepot 
ports of the worlcl.. In London, Liverpool, New York, Marseilles, and Calcutta, for example, there 
were literally dozen.5 of such forwarding agents, competing vigorously with each other, especially in 
the sixty years between the end of the Napoleonic Wars and the regularisation of mail routes leading to 
(or consequent on) the formation of the U.P.U. But agents also operated in other centres, especially 
at frontier posts, where outgoing mail from a distant commercial capital could be cunningly redirected 
to take advantage of a newly-built railway, or to avoid a landslide or a civil disturbance. Finally, in 
certain parts of the world, commercial and other interests might well not trust the regular posts of the 
country in which they operated. One way of avoiding official censorship or (more often) the risk of 
competitors reading "secret" information would be to route letters privately to some safe point, whence 
they could travel legitimately in complete security. What is more, an extortionate local rate of postage 
might also be avoided thus, particularly by merchants who had a great deal of such mail, which might 
well be accepted on "bulk terms" by an enterprising forwarding agent. It should not be forgotten that 
the number of letters sent between business houses at this period were often enormous. In the absence 
of telephone 9r telegraph faci-lities, many merchants sent market information daily: while in particularly 
hazardous circumstances two or even three copies of each important letter would be sent, often intended 
to be directed by a forwarding agent by various routes or different ships, to minimise the risk of loss. 

Such, then, was the role of the forwarding agent. Certain of these have been thoroughly researched 
by postal historians: others have been curiously .·neglected, amongst them those agents handling mail 
from the Russian and Ottoman Empires. The most comprehensive listing yet published will be found 
in Kenneth Rowe's "The Forwarding Agents," published by Robson Lowe Ltd.; but a notion of its 
relative weakness in this area can be conveyed by the fact that the only agent listed there as operating 
from St. Peters burg (Thos. MacNae, 1795) proved on investigation to be located in Peters burg, Virginia! 

THE INTERNAL EVIDENCE OF HANDLING BY A FORWARDING AGENT 
There is little doubt that mail forwarded by an agent-especially some of the busier ones-may 

bear no obvious evidence of the fact. The agent, presented simultaneously with several hundred letters, 
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will often have accepted a single fee for forwarding the batch, and might well not bother to mark any 
of the covers. Alternatively, he might bundle them, and mark only the top cover. In such cases, unless 
the writer has obligingly mentioned in his letter that he is sending it ( or a copy) by such means, there is 
no reliable way of icl.entifying whether an agent has handled it at all, let alone his identity. 

For example, in the period before 1830, it is not unusual to find mail from Russia with no evi
dence of postal handling until the letter reached a port in Germany, the Netherlands, or even Great 
Britain. Most such items were, at a guess, carried by favour by ship's captains who simply put them 
into the mails at their port of arrival. Others were certainly handed over to a forwarding agent at these 
ports-but we can be sure only when he endorsed such covers. Whether any of these were directed 
by forwarding agents in Russian ports, however, we may never know; I have still to record even the 
existence of an agent in a Russian port before the l 850's. 

Normally, therefore, we can only be reasonably sure of the operation of a forwarding agent when 
he endorsed the covers he handled, and in an identifiable manner. In this study, we distinguish three 
such methods:-

"m.s." -the earliest and most popular method; an endorsement in manuscript, usually in some 
such form as "forwarded by yr. obedt. servants xyz Ltd/' or some equivalent ("acheminee," "care of," 
"beforders," etc., etc.). · 

"h/s"-a handstamp, sometimes incorporating such a formula, but more often just a name and 
address, which must of course be different from that of both sender and addressee, if a true forwarding 
agent. Such handstamps are often supplemented in manuscript, e.g. by the date. 

"r/a"-re-addressing of the -cover (with or without supplementary m.s. or h/s). A cover would 
sometimes be posted or otherwise sent to an agent in a port or on a frontier, who would then redirect 
it; either by substituting the fiiial address for his own; or, more commonly, by deleting his own name, 
leaving only the final addressee's, already entered by the original sender, often in smaller lettering and 
below that of the agent. 

THE CORRESPONDENCE FORWARDED BY THE FORWARDING AGENTS 
Almost all the correspondence thus handled was commercial rather than private or tourist. Where 

only one letter is known with (say) a h/s bearing the name of a firm which is neither the sender's nor the 
addressee's, there is only a prima facie case for identifying this as a F.A.C. (Forwarding Agent's Cachet). 
It could be that of an associated firm, or a successor of either the sender or the addressee; it could even 
be the handstamp of another firm to which it was mis-sent. It follows that the ideal "proving" material 
is a long run of correspondence, handled by two or more different forwarding agents. Such a run, 
however, is very seldom encountered, alas, so that if one is known to any reader of this article, the author 
would welcome details. Perhaps the nearest to the ideal yet seen for Russian mail is the Schleimann 
correspondence, which will serve as aii . example of some of the difficulties of interpretation arising in 
this by-\\ ay of postal history. 

THE SCHUEMANN PAPERS 
A new light is thrown on the function of the forwarding agents· by the Schliemanil correspondence, 

a small part of which is now in the author's possessiorr. · . This comprises letters between Calcutta-and St. 
Petersburg, 1854 to 1864, written by (or to) that same Schliemann, later renowned for his disc6very of 
Troy, but at this time a contractor to the Russian Government. 

The earlier letters were put into the post at Calcutta and addressed to Schliemann in St. Peters
burg, care of Messrs. Huth & Co., London. Invariably, they carry a manuscript directional endorse
ment as well. Thus an entire of 18 August, 1854 was originally en<l.orsed "p. Bentinck Str" (i.e. the 
steamship of that name), "via Mauritius." On arrival in London, it was datestamped at the G .P.O. on 
2nd October, marked INDIA, and presumably delivered to Messrs. Huth, who struck their handstamp 
as forwarding agents, and deleted their name from the address, They also deleted the directional 
endorsements, and substituted "via Ostend." Such entires duly re::eived the red double-circle hand
stamp "AUS ENGLAND PER AACHEN" and a "3½ GROSCHEN" charge mark: there is no St. 
Petersburg mark of arrival. An entire of 8 August, 1855 was accorded the same treatment. 

By contrast, letters similarly addressed, but endorsed "via Marseilles" and despatched on 22 Jan. 
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1855 and 8 March, 1856 bear no transit marks at all except those struck in London, i.e. these letters will 
have been landed at Marseilles to travel overland through France to London; and subsequently in sealed 
bags across Europe, possibly made up by Messrs. Huth, whose mime has NOT been deleted from either 
of these covers. By 1862, such mail was no longer sent by way of Messrs. Huth, and was endorsed "via 
Bombay, Suez, and France." Proof of the route actually travelled is afforded by transit marks 
of Bombay, Marseilles and "AUS FRANKREICH PER AACHEN." 

Only three of these Schliemann letters from (rather than to) St. Petersburg are in the author's 
possession. The earliest, of late 1864, was endorsed "via Marseilles," and addressed to H. Schliemann, 
,care of Messrs. Schoen, Kilburn & Co., Calcutta. The first postal marking is "Lombard St. (London) 
Paid," and the cover is annotated on the reverse J. Hy. Schroder and Co., London, 10 Dec." Messrs. 
Schroder presumably being the Forwarding Agent who paid the l/8d. due on arrival in London (hence 
"Paid," at Lombard Street). This cover, like the two later ones, bears a red ship-letter c.d.s. "S.L./CAL
CUTTA." The second, sent on 8 Nov., 1865, was addressed similarly, but endorsed "via Vienna and 
Trieste." In fact, it must have travelled overland through Paris (it carries a blue PRUSSE/ERQUEL
INES marque d'entree of 23 Nove:nber), and was there redirected "via Marseilles," this being con
firmed by a Marseilles c.d.s. of 24 Nove:nber. Th~ third cover, similarly endorsed but without the 
re-direction, clearly followed the same route, with PRUSSE/ERQUELINES of 28 December, I 865, 
Marseilles c.d.s. of 29 December and S.L./CALCUTT A of 5 February, 1866. 

For the purposes of the present study, the activities of Messrs. Schoen and Kilburn in Calcutta, 
who may or may not have been acting as forwarding agents, can be ignored. On the other hand, the 
treatment of letters for St. Petersburg raises a strong presumption that the well known firm of Huth 
of London were acting similarly for senders of mail from Russia in the period 1854-56, as were Messrs. 
Schroder in 1864. 

CLASSIFYING · THE FOR WARDING AGENTS 
It is now clear that several score different agents handled Russian mail. In the list that follows, 

some semblance of order has been imposed by adopting three levels of classification. Agents are categor
ised: firstly, by the route out of Russia; secondly within each of the five routes identified, by location (i.e. 
where the F.A. was based); and thirdly, within location, chronologically, (i.e. agents will be listed in 
order of the years in which they are known to have operated, treating their method of endorsing covers 
as a sub-function of this). 

There would appear to be five routes, (or perhaps "modes" would be a better word, since one of 
the five comprises agents in Odessa and St. Petersburg who put outgoing letters into the Russian post 
at those ports). The others are: (a) The long land route westward through Germany; (b) The long land 
route southward through Central Asia; (c) Private conveyance by ship from North Russian ports to 
agents in Germany, the Netherlands, or Great Britain; and (d), Similar conveyance from South Russian 
ports to agents in the Adriatic, the Mediterranean, or the Levant. The listing will adopt this format 
closing with the activities of the handful of agents based in Russian ports. 

In this listing I include those examples where the letter was posted within Russia, but addressed 
to the care of a professional agent in a western port (most frequently Hamburg) to forward, e.g. to Eng
land. These marks can be ·distinguished in the listing by the fact that the originating town in Russia 
will appear without brackets, e.g. "St. Petersburg-Hamburg-London" in the listing will indicate that the 
Jetter was handled by all three offices. By contrast, "(SL Petersburg)-Hamburg-London" would 
mean that it was conveyed as far as Hamburg before being handled by a government post office. 

MODE I: THE LONG LAND ROUTE WESTWARDS 
The use of the Jong land route westwards, through Poland or East Prussia, was common practice 

throughout the whole period under review. Indeed this mode includes almost the earliest as well as the 
latest dates for any recorded forwarding agent handling Russian mail. 

Typically, North Russian mail would be forwarded from Memel or Berlin; South Russian mail 
from the Polish frontier. But the most important Polish centre for such activity, BRODY (in Galicia), 
was sometimes used by St. Petersburg merchants, also, in the period of its ascendancy, the first third of 
the nineteenth century. 
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Location of Forwarding 
Agent 

STRASBOURG 

BRODY 

BRODY 

BRODY 

BRODY 

BRODY 

BRODY 

BRODY 

BRODY 

HAMBURG 

MEMEL 

MEMEL 

MEMEL 

MEMEL 

BERLIN 

WARSAW 

CRACOW 

VIENNA 

Recorded 
Dates 

10 Apr. 1792 

Sept. 1804-
Dec. 1804 

Dec. 1807-
Oct. 1817 

July 1822 

June 1823 

Oct. 1824 

Aug. 1826 

Oct. 1828 
to 

June 1832 

Sept. 1822 
to 

Oct. 1833 
May, June 

1830 
Mar. 1808 

Mar. 1820 

June 1820 

Mar. 1834 

Jan. 1838 

Nov. 1838 

Nov. 1852 

July 1854 

CRACOW {Aug. 1855 
Oct. 1848 

WINDAU May 1869 
(VINDAU or 
VINDAVA) . 
EYDTKUHNEN Dec. 1905 
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Forwarding Agent and 
metlwd of identification 

M.S. endorsement "P. Addresse 
de V.T.O. Serviteur Gerard 

Route 
(Moscow)- Strasbourg

St. Quentin 
Walter, Strasbourg, 4 June, 1792" 
M.S. Hausner and Violland/ (Odessa) - Brody -

Brody Amsterdam 
h/s box 48 x 12 mm. (Odessa) - Brody -
HAUSNER & VIOLLAND/IN Amsterdam 
BRODY 
h/s P. Spiridon Docko, Brody 

unframed h/s 49 x 10 mm. 
"pr. Georg Pappajohann" 
m.s. Brody 14/10 Octo 6 1824 
pr. H. W. Kloeber 
m.s. par l'entremise de Jean 
Louis Michalek a Brody 
unframed h/s _ 45 x 9 mm. 
HAUSNER & VIOLLAND/IN 
BRODY 

m.s. Basilio G. Paserl_i, Brody 

Oval h/s, 22 x 13 mm. 
SILLEM & CO. 
m.s. P. Sembke & Co., Memel 

m.s. Memel, Klempow & Co. 

m.s. Ruppel & Co., Memel 

h/s 71 x 3 mm. straight line, 
Beforders durch KLEMPOW & 
CO. in MEMEL 
Oval h/s, 40 x 20 mm. 
HEINRICH . BRENDEL/IN 
BERLIN 
Oval h/s SAMANT / 
FRAENKEL/W.WARSZA WIE 
and m.s. on reverse 
Date/Fraenkel 
Obi. oval h/s ANTON 
HOFLZEL/KRAKAU (with m.s. 
date in centre) 
m.s. Asorta & Co. 

Obi. oval h/s FRANC 
ANT WOLFF/A CRACOVIE 

Blue dble oval GEBRUDER 
GUTSCHMIDT/WINDAU 

(St. P'burg) - Brody -
Trieste 
(Izmail*) 
Trieste 
(Odessa) 
France 
(Odessa) 
Paris 

Brody 

Brody 

Brody 

(Feodosia) - Brody 
Genoa 
(Odessa) - Brody 
Amsterdam 
(Odessa) 
Spain 
(Od,essa) 
Genoa 

Brody 

Brody 

(Riga) - P. Memel -
Hamburg - (r/a) London 
(St. P'burg) - Memel -
Beaune 
(Archangel) - Memel -
France 
(Moscow) - Memel -
Givet - Bordeaux 
(St. P'burg) - Memel -
France 

(Riga) - Berlin -
Hamburg - London 

(Odessa) - Warsaw 
Switzerland 

(Odessa) - Krakau 
(Austrian P.O.)- Paris 

(Odessa (disinfected) -
Vienna - Genoa 

{
(Odessa) - Krakau 
(Austrian P.O.) Forbach 

- Marseilles 
(Vin.dava) - Memel 
(Prussian P.O.) - Berlin 
'-'- · Forbach - · St. Malo 

Oval h/s HEINRICH (St. P'burg) -Eyd.tkuhnen 
JUNG/EYDTKUHNEN** Brussels 
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Notes: *IZMAIL was an Ottoman fortress-town until 1812, when it was ceded to Russia by 
the Treaty of Bucharest, together with the whole of Bessarabia. So far as is known, there was no Russian 
P.O. there in 1823, and the Danube Steam Navigation Co. (Austrian) P.O. did. not open until 1866. 
This letter, which was written up in "Rossica Journal" No. 74, page 71, was carried privately to the 
Austrian P.O. at Brody (Galicia) for transit overland to Trieste. 

**EYDTKUHNEN was a frontier post of some imr>ortance in the mid-19th century, but no 
forwarding agent has yet been recorded from there from that period. This cover, from the Credit 
Lyonnais in St. Petersburg, was sent during the Decembrist Revolution of 1905 by hand to the frontier. 
There Jung, the presumed forwa,rding agent, franked the envelope with a German 20 pf adhesive, applied 
his own hand.stamp and handed the cover into the (German) Eydtkuhnen post office. 

MODE II: THE LONG LAND ROUTES, SOUTH AND EASTWARDS 
A number of possible agents in Central Asia have been noted elsewhere, notably by Robson 

Lowe in the March 1971 "Philatelist." For the present, nothing can usefully be added to this. 

MODE III: PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE FROM NORTH RUSSIAN PORTS TO AGENTS 
OVERSEAS 

This mode is the commonest of all. More than half the 150 or so covers with evidence of for
warding which I have examined were first handled by a post office in ports of North Germany, Great 
Britain, or the Netherlands. Little can be deduced as to the mode of handling prior to that moment: 
perhaps travellers taking sea voyages took a number, though the vast majority originated in Russian 
ports, and could easily have been handed directly to a ship's captain or purser. Again it must be emphas
ised that the listing only refers to those letters subsequently endorsed by a forwarding agent: the great 
majority of letters which evaded the Russian P.O. seem to have been put into a foreign P.O.-not infre
quently Loiidon::__without any such endorsement. 

Ships out of Riga, up to the midcl.le of the 19th century, seem to have favoured Dutch ports, 
which are dealt with first in the listing. Hamburg was in regular use from 1821 until 1852; Lubeck 
seems to have st1,1-rted five years after Hamburg, but continued into the 1860's. British agents handled 
Russian mail less frequently, but at least four ports are known to have participated. 

Location of Forwarding Recorded 
Agent Dates 

AMSTERDAM June 1777 

AMSTERDAM 

ROTTERDAM 

ROTTERDAM 

ALTONA 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

Sept. 1823 

Aug. 1836 

March and 
April 1839 
Apr. 1822 

Aug. 1821 

May 1829 

June 1831 

Sept. 1837 } 
-Sept. 1838 

Forwarding Agent and method 
of identification 

m.s. "par addresse de Vernede 
& Co." 

m.s. "pr. Dupper & Schliefer" 

m.s. "acheminee par vos 
Devoues; oval h/s 34 x 16 mm. 
STAHL BERTEL 
Oval h/s 35 x 18 mm. 
Pluygers/ & Hauck 
m.s. Jui. Leinck in Altona 

m.s. Hamburg: Yourmo. obed't 
S.p. C. L. Bouchard.in 
r/a m.s. care of Messrs. 
Brentano, Bonara & Vebieta, 
Hamburg 
m.s. Martin, Stockfleth & Co. 

Oval h/s 38 x 22 mm. 
J. BERENBERG GOSSLER & 
CO.? 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 48 

Route 
(Riga) - Amsterdam 
'D'Hollande' 
Marseilles 
(Wiborg) - Amsterdam 
- Bordeaux 
(Riga) - Rotterdam 
Thionville -
Bordeaux 
(Riga) - Rotterdam 
Bordeaux 
(Riga) - L.P.B.4R 
Valenciennes -Bordeaux 
(Riga) - Hamburg 
London 
Riga "p. Steamboat" 
Memel - Hamburg 
London 
(Riga) - Hamburg 
London 
(St. P'burg) - Hamburg 
London 
(Archangel) - Hamburg 
-Kirkaldy 
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HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LIVERPOOL 

LONDON 

Page 8 

Aug. 1837 

Feb. 1841 

June 1838 

Mar. 1839 

June -
Sept. 1842 
Oct. 1843 

Oct. 1844 

Aug. 1845 

Oct. 1845 

Mar. 1847 

Mar. 1847 

July 1847 

Oct. 1850 

Dec. 1852 

June 1788 

Nov. 1826 

July 1829 

July 1848 

July 1850 

Sept. 1852 

Oct. 1853 

June 1859 

Sept. 1861 

Mar. 1825 

Apr. 1847 

m.s. P. Fried, Heeren & Co. 

Cursive h/s Friedrich Heeren 
& Co. 
m.s. Schroder Mahr & Co. 

m.s. E. H. & D. Coides 
(and R/a) (possibly "Corben" 
-see 1845, below) 
Double oval h/s 32 x 16 mm. 
JON A. RICHTER/HAMBURG 
Obie oval h/s 35 x 16 mm. 
CARL GRYTZELL/HAMBURG 
m.s. By Mr. Saloman Heine/ 
Hamburg; and R/a 

Obie oval h/s 32 x 12 mm. 
E. H. s. D. CORBEN 
m.s. Hamburg 17 Oct. 1845/ 
pr. Haller, Sohle & Co. 
m.s. Hamburg 18 Marz 47/ 
Albrecht & Dill 
Obie box h/s. 35 x 8 mm. 
J. R. · HAMFELDT 
m.s. Care of H. T. Kirstan 
Esq./Hamburg · 
Double oval h/s 20 x 27 mm. 
NOTTEBOHM & CO., 
HAMBURG. 
Green Double oval h/s. 
32 x 15 mm. PHILIPP 
STEGMEYER/HAMBURG 
m.s. Joh. Leinv. Rodde, Lubeck 

m.s. Lubeck 6 Nov. 1826/ 
H. D. Wildtfauck 
m.s. P. A. Mielck 

m.s. Lubeck le 16 Juillet 1848 
p. Cakmann, fils 
m.s. Gundlach W. Koch & Co. 

Double oval h/s 31 x 13 nim. 
WM. MINLOS/LUBECK (in 
blue-green) 

(St. P'burg) - Hamburg 
- Bordeaux 
(St.P'burg)- Hamburg -
Givet - Bordeaux 
(St. P'burg) - Hamburg 
- Bordeaux 
(St. P'burg) - Hamburg. 
London 

(St. P'burg) - Hamburg 
London 
(Abo) - Hamburg -
London 
Riga "by first steamer" -
Hamburg - Hull 
London 
(Riga) - Hamburg 
London 
(St. f'burg) - Hamburg 
London 
(Riga) - Hamburg -
France 
(Wiborg) - Hamburg -
London 
Kronstadt - Hamburg -
Hull 
(St. P'burg) -Hamburg* 
France 

(St. P'burg-Hamburg-* 
Paris-Bordeaux 

(Pern·au) - Lubeck -
Bordeaux 
(St. P'burg) - Lubeck** 

(Moscow) - Lubeck -
Bordeaux 
(St. P'burg) - Lubeck** 
- Paris 
(St. P'burg) - Tilsit -
(Lubeck) - Bordeaux 
(St. P'burg) - Lubeck** 
- Paris - Bordeaux 

Double oval h/s 29 x 15 mm. (St. P'burg) - Lubeck** 
JOACH: AUG. HASSE/LUBECK Paris - Bordeaux 
m.s. date in centre 
Oval h/s J.C. M. Rohde/Hotel (S't P'burg) - Lubeck** 
de )'Europe/Lubeck; in blue - Paris 
Double oval h/s F.O. Klingstrom/ (St. P'burg) - Lubeck** 
Lubeck, in blue - Paris 
Boxed h/s 49 x 13 mm. (St. P'burg) - (Liverpool) 
Forwarded by Y.0. Sts./ New York-Boston 
Maury & Latham & Co., Liverpool 
m.s. Forw. by your obed. (St. P'burg) - London/ 
serv./Jas. Campbell & Co. Paid - Lisbon 
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HARTLEPOOL 

LONDON 

LONDON 

LONDON 

HULL 

LONDON 

LONDON 

July 1848 

Sept. 1851 

Aug. 1854 

Aug. 1854-
Mar. 1856 
Sept. 1862 

Dec. 1864 

May 1866 

Obi. oval h/s 35 x 14 mm. 
CHRISTIANSEN SORTER & 
Co./HARTLEJ>OOL, in blue . 

(Memel) - (London): 
no postal markings 

Endorsed in m.s. "forwarded by St. P'burg - Aachen -
Donat & Co. London" and r/a. Ostend - London -(Lisbon) 
Oval h/s 42 x 15 mm., (St. P'burg) - London 
Ricketts Boutcher & Co. ; in blue 
Oval li/s of r/a. St. P'burg - London -
F. HUTH & Co. Calcutta (and vice versa) 
Oval h/s, 31 x 15 mm. (St. P'burg) - Hull -
J. A. Dunkerley & Co.; in blue London 
m.s. J. Hy. Schroeder & Co. (St. P'burg) - London -
London Calcutta 
Oval R/s 31 x 20 mm. "p. Scotia." St. P'burg. 
FORWARDED BY/BARING Bromberg T.P.0. -
BROS. & CO./LIVERPOOL; Liverpool - P.L.O. -
in green; and on face, some Boston (U.S.A.) 
name in m.s. crossed out 

(Notes: *Covers (from 1850) routed Hamburg were forwarded via the Thurn and Taxis office there 
••All covers routed Lubeck were forwarded via the Thurn and Taxis office there) 

MODE IV: PRIVATE CONVEYANCE FROM SOUTH RUSSIAN PORTS TO AGENTS 
OVERSEAS 

Mail from South Russia ports not handled by a Russian P.O. are seldom encountered-at least 
in Britain: it is conceivable that the bazaars of the Levant or India might tell a different story. An addi
tional difficulty for English collectors is the likelihood that agents in, for example, Smyrna, Constanti
nople or Alexandria might well end.orse mail in Greek. The following listing must therefore be regarded 
as skeletal, and in no way representative. 

Location of Forwarding Recorded 
Agent Dates 

TRIESTE Mar. 1833 

CONSTANTINOPLE July 1847 

CONSTANTINOPLE Jan. 1849 

CONSTANTINOPLE May 1863 

CONSTANTINOPLE June 1868 

BORDEAUX 

CORFU 

Jan. 1854 

May 1849 

Forwarding Agent and method 
of identification 

m.s. P. E. Padovani 

Obie circle h/s 27 mm. 
L. LEMANICH,/ 
CONSTANTINOPLE 
Obie oval h/s 
MATTHIEU FRERES & Co./ 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

m.s. "Consolides" and green 
dbl. oval, 42 x 17 mm. 
P. N. PETROCHINO/ 
CONSTANTINOPLE 
Oval h/s 48 x 24 mm. in blue; 
G. S. VALSAMACHY / 
Steamship Agent, Ship Broker, 
Const/pie 

Route 
(Taganrog) - Trieste -
Genoa 
(Od.essa) - Const'ple 
(French P.O.) - London 
- Boulogne - Livorno 
(Odessa) - Const'ple 
(French P.O.) - Malta 
(Lazaretto) - Livorno 
(Via da Mare) 
(Odessa) - Const'ple 
(French P.O.)- Messina 

(Odessa) - Const'ple -
.Malta 

Strt. line h/s BORD (ms date) (Odessa) - Bordeaux 
acheminee P. H. MUFFELMANN 
Dbl. oval S. DINA (Taganrog) - Corfu -
CANDONI.E/ Santa Maura 
SEREMETTI, CORFU 

MODE V: FORWARDING AGENTS BASED IN RUSSIAN PORTS 
Great care must be exercised in identifying Russian forwarding agents. Almost all mail prior 

to 1875 bears one or more cachets, but in the great majority of cases these prove on examination to be 
applied by the sender, or by a subsidiary which handled outgoing mail; or by R.P.O.i.T., the Russian 
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Company for Steam Shipping ancl. Trade. These latter are highly collectable, of course, but irrelevant 
to the present study. 

There remains a handful of agents, known to have operated in St. Petersburg only between 1855 
and 1863; and the great firm of RAFFALOVICH in Odessa, whose own mail invariably bore its various 
handstamps well into the 20th century, but which seems to have functioned as a forwarding agent for 
less than four years; nearly a dozen examples have been recorded. There are a number of other "poss
ibles: e.g. an oval h/s WECKSLER & ANDRETS/NOVOROSSISK struck in blue on a picture post
card, posted on board the steamer "Trevellara" in the Black Sea in Feb. 1907. But there is no reason 
to suppose that this is, indeed, the cachet of a forwarding agent, at such a late date. 

Location of Forwarding Recorded 
Agent Dates 

ST. PETERSBURG Feb. 1855 

ST. PETERSBURG 

ST. PETERSBURG 

ST. PETERSBURG 

ST. PETERSBURG 

ODESSA 

Jan. 1859 

Nov. 1862-
Oct. 1863 

June 1859-
May i860 

Nov-Dec. 
1860 

Mar. 1857-
Nov. 1860 

Forwarding Agent and method 
of Identification 

Double oval, 33 x 15 mm. 
J. BIROUSTE/ST. 
PETERSBOURG; in green 

Route 
(Kharkov) - St. P'Burg -
Paris - Bordeaux 

m.s. Acheminee par (Kharkov) -
John Kruger, St. Petersbourg St. P'burg - France 
Double oval, 31 x 17 mm. (Kharkov) -
JOHN KRUGER/ST. St. P'burg - France 
PETERSBURG: in blue; m.s. date 
Oval sticker 36 x 21 mm. (Moscow) -
SPEDITION ASSECURANZ/R. St. P'burg -
FORSTER/ST. PETERSBURG/ Paris 
INGASSO; in white 
Oval Sticker (ditto) 
in red 
h/s (cursive) 60 x 18 mm. 
Raffalovich & Co./ 
*Odessa 

(Moscow)-
St. P'burg - Paris 
(Taganrog) -

Odessa - -France 

(Berdiansk) -
Odessa - Genoa 

It is greatly to be hoped that readers will help me in supplementing this listing, via the Editor or 
directly. 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 
"Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad" by S. D. Tchilinghirian and W. S. E. Stephen. 

Part I: Constantinople, The Danubian Principalities, Bulgaria, and Roumelia. 
Part II: Black Sea, Aegean Ports, Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Crete, Ship Mail in the Levant. 
Part III: Persia, Khanates of Bukhara and Khiva, Sin-Kiang. 
Part IV: Ukyankhai, Mongolia, China Proper, The Lyao-Tung Leasehold. 
Part V: Manchuria, Chinese Eastern Railway. 
Part VI: Ship Mail to Korea and Japan, Russian-America, and Supplement. 
Each Part (96 pages) price £1.50 or 3.75 dollars (U.S.), plus postage, from W. S. E. Stephen, 

24 Allachy Terrace, Aberlour AB3 9QA, Banffshire, Scotland. 
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19th CENTURY CENSORSHIP 
Dr. A. H. Wortman 

Studies of Russian Censorship -so far published have been confined to the Military Censorship of 
the First World War. Covers censored during the Russo-Japanese War are also known but there is 
another group of censored items and these are of the 19th Century. They usually have a handstamped 
"D. Ts." but sometimes there is the name of a town in addition. Dated. postmarks on items known to 
the writer range from 1879 to 1894 all in different years and mostly separated from one another by an 
interval of a few years. They are quite scarce and collectors have been puzzled by this appar
ently sporadic censorship. Tll.e mystery however has now been solved. 

Let us consider the known items: 
1. The earliest is a letter from Sweden in 1879 (fig 1) franked by a 6 ore stamp and addressed 

to Moscow. It consists of a double letter sheet folded in three with one end tucked into the other 
as was usual, but without any seal. Inside there is a printed message in German notifying the 
addressee that a certain Felix Wolff had opened an agency in Gothenburg. This is therefore 
an unsealed printed. circular. There is a "D. Ts." stamped. in black on the front. 

Although not relevant to the censorship aspect the postal markings are of some interest. 
The adhesive stamp is cancelled "PK.XP. No. 6A UPP" which is the Swedish T.P.O. going in a 
northerly direction to meet the Southern line at Hallsberg and there is a transit mark "P.K.XP. 

No. 2" of the Stockholm - Malmo line. The letter probably then proceeded by way of the Malmo
Sassnitz ferry to Prussia and thence by rail to Moscow. The Moscow arrival mark is 18 April 
1879 I Eksped. in the same kind of black ink as the censor cachet. 

2. A cover of 1884 from the collection of Dr. M. Ungar was illustrated as an "Outstanding 
Cover" in B.J.R.P. No. 14/15. It is franked by a 3 kr. Austrian stamp cancelled Triest 16.7.84 
and is ad.dressed to Bogorodsk. There is in addition a 5k. Bogorodsk Zemstvo stamp cancelled 
BOGORODSKA YA UYEZD. ZEM. UPR. 1,0 IYUL 84, which is of course Olcl Style cl.ating 
for 22 July. Unlike the previous censor cachet the "D. Ts." is here enclosed in a circle. There 
are transit marks of Warsaw, a T.P.O. and Moscow on the reverse and the censor cachet may have 
been put on at either Warsaw or Moscow. 

3. This item is also addressed to Bogorodsk and it is a wrapper franked by a Gt. Britain 
Queen Victoria ½d. orange-vermillion cancelled by a London Newspaper Branch handstamp 
(fig. 2). There is a Moscow transit mark of 13 March 1889 and the "D. Ts." in the same black 
ink, a Bogorodsk Imperial Post transit mark of 14 March and also a lk. Bogorodsk Zemstvo 
stamp with the same type of cancellation as in the previous item dated 17 March 1889. This 
wrapper was in Sir John Wilson's collection; there is another similar censored example in exist
ence and at least one other without the censor mark. 

4. Next in chronological order comes a wrapper from the United States with a 1 cent blue 
impressed stamp cancelled Cleveland Ohio and it is addressed to Riga (fig. 3). On the reverse 
thereis a Riga arrival mark of 24 March 1890 and on the obverse a "D. Ts" with the name RIGA 
in small letters below. 

The writer has a loose 10k Russian Levant numeral type stamp with ·part of a censor cachet 
similar to the Riga one but with ODESSA below the "D. Ts." . 

5. In a display of Zemstvo material to the Royal Philatelic Society in March 1972 Capt. 
B. Rogers-Tillstone showed another censored combination Zemstvo cover (fig. 4). It is from 
Berlin franked by a 5 pf. stamp and addressed to a brewery proprietor in Great Danilovka in 
Kharkov Guberniya and there is a 5k. Kharkov Zemstvo stamp cancelled 28 June 1894. A 
feature of added interest here is that the Zemstvo stamp has been used twice; someone in the 
Zemstvo Post Office put a used stamp on the cover for postage due to be collected on delivery. 
The original cancellation is in a brighter shade of lilac ink and the date is in March or May. The 
cancellation tying the stamp to the cover is Kharkovskoi Uyez. Zemskoi Upravy 28 June, no 
year visible. 
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There is a large "D. Ts." struck in black on the obverse, the colour of the ink corresponding 
with the KIEV transit mark of 21 June on the reverse. There is also a Kharkov Imperial Post 
and Telegraph Office mark of 23 June. The cover is unsealed, the flap being tucked in. 

The one factor common to all these items is that they are franked by low denomination stamps 
and this is because they are printed circulars, wrappers or unsealed covers containing printed matter 
and therefore qualifying for a low postal rate. The reason for censorship is now obvious. All printed 
matter in Russia was subject to censorship and this included books, newspapers and even illustrated 
postcards. A guide book to St. Petersburg for example, Saint-Petersbourg et ses environs published by 
by the Societe de Librairie Francaise en Russie bears on the reverse of the title page "Passed by Censor" 
in Russian thus: DOZVOLENO TSENZUROIU S. PETERBURG 17 IUNYA 1892. We may thus 
be sure of the correct phrase for which "D. Ts." is an abbreviation. Harmless looking picture post
cards also have a similar printed inscription. All printed matter coming into the country was natural1y 
subject to censorship too. 

What happened if the item was disallowed? A scrap of paper (fig. 5) in the writer's collection 
bears a green label with the inscription in. Russian and French "Refused by Censor." The piece of 
paper on which it is stuck is tantalizingly small but enough is visible for us to conclude that it is part 
of the wrapper of a packet of books or pamphlets sent from Britain by registered post and returned as 
unacceptable by the Censor. The existence of a handstamp (fig. 6) issued to the Foreign Branch of the 
General Post Office in London in 1864 reading "Not allowed to circulate through the Post in Russia" 
shows that this was not an isolated occurrence. The illustration is from the impression in one of the 
Proof Books in the Records Department of the G.P.O. in Lon.don but no example on a wrapper or address 
label has been seen by any of the most experienced postal history collectors questioned by the writer. 
This must be due to the well-known high mortality rate of wrappers, the most likely items to bear such 
a cachet. 

It seemed however worthwhile to enquire into its background. The G.P.0. Records Depart
ment was most helpful and. the writer was able to find a copy of a letter from Rowland Hill to the Post
master General in 1864 as follows: 

I think it is desirable to repeat the Notice which was issued to the Public in June 1859 relative 
to the prohibition which exists to introducing into Russia political newspapers otherwise than by 
subscribing for them to one of the Russian Post Offices; and I submit for your Lordship's approval 
a draft notice on the subject. 
12 October 1864. Rowland Hill 

It must have been at this date that the special handstamp recorded in the Proof Book in the column 
headed I 864 was issued. 

There was no example of this Notice of I 864 in the files, there was however an example of the 
original Notice of 1859. It reads: 

"NEWSPAPERS FOR RUSSIA 
"The Postmaster General thinks. it right to make known to the Public that, according to inform

ation which has been. officially communicated to this Office, it is forbidden to introduce into Russia 
through the Post, political Newspapers in covers open at the ends or sides; and that the only means by 
which persons residing in Russia can obtain Newspapers from the United Kingdom is by subscribing 
for them at one of the Russian Post Offices. 

"It appears further that the admission into Russia of Newspapers not of a political character, 
is only permitted in those cases where they are addressed to the house of some established Bookseller. 

Printed. Prices Current, however, as well as printed Circulars, in covers open at the end or 
sides, are allowed to be addressed to any persons residing in Russia. 

"In all cases, where the above-mentioned printed papers are allowed to circulate by the Post, they 
are chi:irgeable in Russia with a Foreign rate of Postage, in addition to the rate charageable on their 
being posted in this country. 

By Command of the Postmaster General. 

GENERAL POST OFFICE. 
2nd July 1859. 
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Printed Prices Current and Printed Circulars then were the items which, if approved, were passed 
by the Censor in Russia and received the "D. · Ts:'' cachet, but we still have to explain why sue.ii items 
are so scarce. It may be that when a quantity of circulars all similar but to different addressees arrived 
in the Censor's office, he would examine one or two to see whether they were indeed all alike and then 
put his cachet on the top one or on one or two only. We have seen that at least one item to an addressee 
in a Zemstvo district has no censor cachet. Readers will be able to find others. There is for example 
aG.B. l¼dForeignPost Card addressed to Brahestad and which has a London cancellation .of 1878. 
It has a printed advertisement for a steamer propeller and transit marks of Pochtovii Vagon No. 4 and St. 
Petersburg. A United States 1 cent postal stationery envelope from San Francisco in 1893 marked "No 
writings" and a United States 1 cent adhesive stamp of 1890/4 on a wrapper are both addressed to other 
towns in Finland and there is no censor mark on any of them. They would not have been exempt from 
censorship because of being addressed to Finland rather than to Russia itself, if anything censorship 
would have been more strict. 

The first paragraph of the 1859 Notice mentions that subscriptions for Newspapers from the 
United Kingdom were received at Russian Post Offices. It is interesting that this was still one of the 
functions of main post offices and all postal and telegraph offices and branches as late as 1916. This 
is quoted in Kurt Adler's most valuable article giving .extracts from the Russian Postal Guide of 1916 
in Rossica Journal No. 76-77, 1969. · 

The last paragraph however, is rather intriguing. Has anyone ever seen an example of this For
eign rate postage due applied to an item passed by the censor? Since our earliest example is of 1879 
the practice must have ceased at some time during the twenty years following 1859. 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

"The Postage Stamps of Armenia" by S. D. Tchilinghirian and P. T. Ashford. 
Part I: The Framed Monograms (62 pages). · Price £0.38 or 1.00 dollar. 
Part II: The Unframed H.P. Monograms. (Regret out .of print and unavailable). 
Part III: The H. H. Monograms. (Regret out of print and unavailable). 
Part IV: The Pictorials (64 pages). Price £1.35 or 3.25 dollars. 
Part V: Check List (I 6 pages). Price £0.50 or 1.25 dollars. 

(postage extra on the above). 

"Imperial Russian Stamps Used in Transcaucasia" by P. T. Ashford. 
Part I: Postal History (56 pages). Price £1.00 or 3.00 dollars, post free. 

The above items are available from P. T. Ashford, 9 Pentre Close, Ashton, Chester, CH3 8BR. 
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'USED ABROAD' CHRONICLE-XVI 
M. Liphschutz R.D.P. and I. Maslowski 

. (1) SMYRNA 
The cancellation type 3 of Smyrna (a mute square of dots, fig. 149) was the subject of a cover 

illustrated on page 128 of "Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad"-Vol. II-by S. D. Tchiling
hirian and W. S. E. Stephen. No other example of this cancellation has been recorded in the 14 years 
since the publication of this volume. 

We think it is time to give our opinion on this matter. About 1955-56 the cover in question was 
offered at auction in Paris, and Mr. Liphschutz, who wanted to acquire the cover, thought, after thor
ough checking, that it was a genuine pre-philatelic cover from Smyrna, to which the 30k. stamp of 1858 
had been added, and that part of the cancellation overlapping the stamp had been painted on the cover. 
We think that the stamp had been cancelled originally with an ordinary Russian square of dots on which 
the figure denoting the post office had not been visibly imprinted. 

In a post office of the importance of Smyrna other examples of this "mute" cancellation should 
have been recorded over this long period of time, if, in fact, it had really existed. This is not the case. 

In a talk which he had about .1960, Mr. Liphschutz was told by Mr. S. D. Tchilinghirian that the 
cover had been included in Vol. II without actually being examined by the authors, who had only seen 
the photograph of it. 

We think it is our duty to express the opinion that type 3 of Smyrna never actually existed, and 
we would be happy if members would confirm or invalidate this opinion. 

(2) PERSIA 
(a) TABRIZ - SOVIET F.P.O. DURING WORLD WAR II-Soviet troops were stationed 

- in the province and city of Tabriz shortly after the U.S.S.R. was invaded by the German Army, whilst 
British troops were staying in the southern part of the country. It has now been established that a 
Soviet Field Post Office was functioning in Tabriz during this period. Our friend Prof. N. V. Luchnik 
(Obninsk) was among the troops stationed in Tabriz, and he has recently discovered in his personal 
papers, three military cards which were addressed to him by members of his family, in 1942. The address 
was "Field Post Office 1661," and one of the cards carries the arrival marking of this F.P.O., with the 
same number, dated 15.4.42 (see fig. 252, and photograph of the card, in the centre pages). Will mem
bers kindly look into their collections to see if they possess any other Soviet F.P.O. material with four 
figure numbers especially in the 1950's, as other Soviet F.P.O.'s may have functioned in Persia during 
this general period. 

(b) GUMBAD - I - KABUZ-Messrs. Liphschutz and Maslowski notify two new values with 
the elusive cancellation ofGumbad- I- Kabuz Type 1 (fig. 309), namely the 15k. and lR. of the Romanov 
set, both dated 1915. · 

(c) ASTERABAD-The same members unearthed two copies of the perforated lR. Arms with 
chalk lines, bearing strikes of what now seems definitely to be the Russian P.O. Asterabad. Reported 
in B.J.R.P. No. 28 (fig. 17), although still incomplete, the canceller shows three new letters of the town, 
and reads now .... ABAD, PERSIA. Both copies are dated November 1917. Incidentally, Fig. 17 
carries a mistake which should be rectified; the sub-type is not "ve" (in Russian "b") but "a." (For 
a further example of an incomplete strike, see fig. 253), . 
(3) BUKHARA 

(a) OLD BUKHARA-Mr. Liphschutz notifies a registered cover cancelled with a single 3k., 
a 7k., and four 10k. horizontally laid Arms type stamps, sent to Peshawar and cancelled with type 4, 
sub-type 3, never recorded before, dated 27.12.1894. This sub-type is larger in size than sub-type 4, 
and measures 27mm. in diameter against 24mm. (fig. 254). 

(b) CHARDJUY-Mr. Maslowski notifies a 5k. claret 1909 chalk lines, being a new value 
bearing a cancellation of Type 5. 

(c) SHAHR - I - SABZ-Mr. Maslowski also notifies a vertical strip of three copies of the 1909 
chalk lines 20k. (see B.J.R.P. No. 29, fig. 28). 

(4) KHANATE OF KHIVA 
KHIVA-A 5 Roubles Romanov bearing a strike of the cancellation reproduced in B.J.R.P. 

No. 30 (fig. 67) is also notified by Mr. Maslowski. The stamp has been punched with a hole, indicating 
that it was used on a money transfer. 
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(5) CHINA 
Mr. K. Berngard (Moscow), notifies the exact dates of issue of Russian stamps over

printed "KITAI," as established from official archives recently discovered in Leningrad. These dates 
are very different from the ones mentioned in all the existing catalogues. The first printing took place 
in March 1899. It consisted of 60,000 copies each of the horizontally taid stamps---'--'lk, 2k, 3k, 5k. and 
lOk., and 150,000 of the 7k. This stock was sent to the three Russian P.O's in China-Chefoo, Shanghai, 
and Hankow, where they were first placed on sale on 1st August, 1899. The next despatch consisted 
of 50,000 copies of lk., 2k., 5k., 7k., and lOk., and 100,000 copies of the 3k. These were sent from Chita 
on 23rd November, 1899 to the three preceding P.O's together with Peking, and Tien-Tsin. The 50k. 
and lR. values were not in circulation before the end of 1903. The precise date, it is hoped, will be 
established in the near future. 
(6) MANCHURIA 

(a) KHARBIN-HEAD FIELD POST OFFICE-Mr. W. Frauenlob (Berne) notifies a hitherto 
mentioned but until now not illustrated strike of cancellation Type 7 (see fig. 255) sub-type "g" on a 
registered cover dated 25.3.06 from Kharbin to La Chaux-de-Fonds, bearing two copies of 3k., and two 
of 7k. The cover also bears the usual registration label, KHARBIN - GLA V. PO LEV. POTCH. KON. 

In the next "Chronicle" we intend to include a complete check-list of all types of the Glavnaia 
Polevaia Potchtovaya Kontora, and also of the Glavnaia Tzentralnaya Polcvaia Potchtovaya Kontora. 
Will readers please notify Mr. Liphschutz (8 rue Louis Philippe, 92 Neuilly-Sur-Seine, France) of all 
the material in their possession ? 

(b) KHARBIN - PIER-Mr. K. Freyman (Cape Town) notifies anumberofblocksofRussian 
China stamps cancelled with sub-types "B" and "ZH" of this post office, among them a vertically laid 
3R. 50k. with sub-type "B" dated 15.3.1920, and 20 cents on 20k. (a block of 20) cancelled with sub
type "ZH" dated 22.12.20. Sub-type ''ZH" has not been notified so far. Both items seems to have 
been cancelled-to-order. 

(c) KHARBIN PIER (STATION)-Mr. V. Popov (Nyack, U.S.A.) has, on the other hand, 
notified a 1902 vertically laid lR. cancelled with Type 1 (fig. 611; Vol. 5 of Tchilinghirian and Stephen) 
of this datestamp, which should be added to the meager check-list of this elusive Post Office. This is 
the earliest recorded date of this particular cancellation. Mr. N. D. Fritzberg (Minneapolis, U.S.A.) 
notifies, on the other hand, other additions to this check list, namely a copy of the 1909 20k. and a copy 
of the lk. Romanov. 

(d) SHWANCHENPU-Mr. Fritzberg also notifies a superb strike of this rare cancellation 
(see fig. 637, Vol. 5 ofTchilinghirian and Stephen) on a loose copy of the 1917 imperf. 5R dated 3.2.1919. 

(e) KWANGCHENTZE (STATION)-Dr. A. H. Wortman (Enfield) notifies a hitherto 
unknown and unrecorded strike of this post office. It is a part strike of a double oval type, on a chalk
lined lk. (fig. 256). 

(f) HEAD POST OFFICE OF THE G.H.Q.; 'GLAVNAIA KVARTIRA'-The Russian 
G.H.Q. in Manchuria was situated at Lyaoyang until 22nd August, 1904. Then it was supposecl. to 
have moved to Mukden until the town fell on 10th March, 1905, when it moved to Kuokatien. No 
documents were, however, available until now, proving that it was at Mukden. 

Mr. Liphschutz has recently acquired two documents of this· period. Both are signed by Gen. 
Major Bogoyavlensky, from the H.Q. of the Russian Army. The first is dated 16th September, 1904, 
and bears the normal Mukden cancellation in Type 3 (fig. 646, Vol. 5 T/S), dated 19.9.1904. This seems 
to corroborate that the Russian G.H.Q.was in Mukden at that time (see photo of.interior of document 
in centre pages). 

The second, dated 30th November, 1904, bears the strike in sub-type "b" of the "Glavnaia K var
tira" (fig. 650, Vol. 5 T/S) dated 2.12.1904 (see photographs of this document, interior, front, and back 
in the centre pages). The document itself emanates from Chansiashutun, a place which we are so far 
unable to trace on a map. It is possible that the F.P.O. was located in a raili.vay" carriage and was 
following the movement of the Russian troops. It would be interesting to locate Chansiashutun. 

(g) LYAOYANG-This cancellation (fig. 649, Vol. 5, T/S) has beennotifiedpreviouslyinsub
type 'g' in blue. Mr. Liphschutz has now acquired a stampless cover with this cancellation in black. 

(h) RUSSIAN TELEGRAPH IN MANCHURIA-Dr. A. H. Wortman notifies a hitherto 
unrecorded part-strike of a cancellation, on a loose copy of the vertically laid 3k. (see fig. 257). It reads 
.... : ... OLEY. OTO on top and ........ EGR. at the bottom. Dr. Wortman suggests that the missing 
letters on top may read GL. POLEY. OTO. meaning Main Field Section. However, it seems more 
probable (in view of reduced space) that it is either a large 'P' of PO LEV. or a number. 
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(i) RUSSIAN RESERVE F.P.O/s IN MANCHURIA-It is believed that more than thirty 
Russian Reserve F.P.O.'s functioned in Manchuria during the 1904-05 War. (See page 404, Vol. 5, 
T/S). Mr. Maslowski notifies a cover from the 9th Reserve F.P.O., hitherto unrecorded. The letter 
bears a registration number with the same text as the cancellation (see fig. 258) and there is a strike, in 
red, on· the back of the cover from the 'Chancery of the Field H.Q. of the 1st Manchurian Army.' The 
letter is dated 4.7.05. If readers have a history of the movements of this 1st Army, it may be possible 
to establish the location of the 9th Reserve F.P.O. 

(j) JAPANESE MILITARY CANCELLATION ON RUSSIAN ENTIRE-Mr. Maslowski 
has acquired an entire bearing a 3k. (with thunderbolts) completely written in Japanese, and cancelled 
with the postmark of the 12th F.P.O. of the First Japanese Army (see illustration in centre pages). 

(7) CHINESE EASTERN RAILWAY 
(a) LINE 263-Mr. N. D. Fritzberg has unearthed a mine of examples of this rare cancellation 

on loose copies of the 1909-12 chalk lines set, and the 1913 Romanov set. He notifies the following 
stamps of the chalk lines set; 2k., 3k., 5k., 7k., and 10k. (light, and deep blue), and the lk., 2k., 3k., and 
10k. of the Romanov set. They are all dated between 1911 and 1915, with the following sub-types; 
"a," "b," "g," and "zh." 

(b) LINE 266-Dr. A. Kohane (Geneva), notifies a stampless letter with a hitherto unrecorded 
sub-type "a" of the double oval cancellation Type 2 (fig. 638, Vol. 5, T/S) Port Arthur-Kharbin (see 
fig. 259). The. letter which is dated 10.11.06,. is addressed to Pskov. 

THREE INTERESTING COVERS 
Harry von Hofmann 

~ 

It is a particular pleasure to illustrate in the centre pages, three covers from the collection of 
Mr. Harry von Hofmann, of Hamburg. Mr. von Hofmann is well-known as the editor of the valuable 
and informative journal "Philatelia Baltica," and as a leading specialist in the postal history of the Baltic 
countries, particularly of Latvia. A short description of the covers illustrated is given below. 

(1) TIENTSIN. Mr. von Hofmann points out that the cancellation 1 TIEN TSIN 1 POTCHTOV. 
KONTORA with split date, obliterating a 10k. Arms stamp, is, in fact type 4, specially commented upon 
by Tchilinghirian and Stephen in "Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad" p. 352, since the slugs 
for the. numerals.indicatJng the year became progressively damaged. The latest,date recor.ded ,showing 
the year in full is 30.XII.OO (Dr. A. H. Wortman collection), whilst a cover showing only the first two 
digits for the year is recorded for 9.11.01 (Kurt Adler collection). Hitherto the latest date of use of the 
canceller, with no indication of year, has been ascribed to 23.XII.01. Mr. von Hofmann's cover is 
much later being 8.VII.03, and this is supported by a Hamburg arrival cancellation (on reverse of the 
cover) dated 31.8.03. · 

·· (2) RUSSIAN VOLUNTEER FLEET. Mr. von Hofmann's second item is a 4k. 'KITAI' 
postal stationery card addressed to Stettin, bearing two very firie strikes of the double oval PARKHOD. 
OBTSCH. R.V.A.P., dated 26.5.07 with serial letter 'g,' which was unrecorded in the original Used 
Abroad books. The strikes look particularly clear and fine, and could indicate comparatively little 
use on the vessel in question. As will be seen from the relevant illustration, an arrival marking of 
STETTIN is dated 26.6.07. 

(3) KONIGSBERG 1946. What is particularly interesting about this U.S.S.R. postal station
ery card sent from Konigsberg to Berlin on 23.5.46 is that the stamps are cancelled by the old type 
German double circle datestamp KONIGSBERG evidently still in use, many years after the occupation 
of East Prussia by Soviet forces~ · 
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BYEZHETSK, CHUCHIN No. 4 
Dr. A. H. Wortman 

Chuchin records that there are ten types of this stamp, the 3k. black on green of 1881. It is 
type-set, the design being made up from printer's type and ornaments and the colour of the paper is a 
deep green. As is usual with type-set Zemstvo stamps there is a crop of varieties and each of the cliches 
may be identified with ease. 

The ten cliches repeated three times in a block of 30 and a single extra example of No. 1 provide 
the evidence for the following details. There is a Russian "Z" instead of a figure "3" in "3 KOP" in 
cliches 2, 6, 8 and 10 and the figure "3" in all four corners of No. 10 is from a smaller fount. Stops 
are faint or missing according to the strength of the impression but the stop after "BYEZH" in No. 4 
is absent in all three examples. 

The following explanatory notes will help identification from the illustration: 
1. The final "a" of "marka" is below the level of the oth<::r letters. 
2. Russian "Z" for "3" in "3 KOP." 

The uppermost of the two horizontal lines across the stamp is very thick. 
3. Upper horizontal line is shorter than the lower with a gap of 1 mm. from the ornamental 

frame on the left-hand side. 
Final "a" of "marka" is from a different fount and is more squat. 

4. Stop after "BYEZH" is missing. 
The lower horizontalline is heavier than the upper. In the S.E. corner there is no dividing 
line between the two circles. 

5. There is a 1 mm. gap between the final "a" of "marka" and the frame. 
6. There is a break in the upper-horizontal line. Russian "Z" for "3" in "3 KOP." 
7. Lower half of "M" of "Marka" is missing. 
8. Figure "3" in S.W. corner is either missing or represented by one or two dots. Russian 

"Z" for "3" in "3 KOP." 
9. The lower horizontal line is weak and part is missing at the left-hand side. 

10. There is a comma instead of a stop after "ZEM." Small figure "3's" in all corners. Russian 
"Z" for "3" in "3 KOP." 

CHERDYN, SCHMIDT No. 41 
Theo Lavroff 

Some of the Russian Rural stamps issued during the period of the 1914-18 war still leave scope 
for much investigation, as very little is known about them. This is rendered easier if pairs, strips, or 
blocks are brought to light, but they are not easy to find as probably the bulk of these issues perished 
during the years of revolution and civil war in Russia. 

By means of two large blocks with broad margins, which are in a collection formed by Mr. Charles 
Stibbe, it is now possible to complete the description of a stamp of Cherdyn, recently listed in the catal
ogue of C. Schmidt (Vol. 2, pp. 266, and 367) as No. 41, and supposed to have been issued in 1918. 

The stamps are of a greenish-blue shade, and were typographed in sheets of forty (10 x 4) on grey
ish-white flakey paper (thickness 0.07, with gum 0.08) and perforated 11 ½. 

A type-set block of four stamps, each stamp differing in the detail of its type-setting; has been 
used. This has been repeated five times horizontally in normal position, and twice vertically; but 
reversed, so that the two middle rows across the sheet-the second and third rows-are tete-beche. 
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The illustration (in the centre pages) shows a tete-beche block, and assists in determining the four 
different types, which can easily be distinguished by the different arrangement of the spiral ornaments 
forming the inner rectangular frame of the design. 

It will also be observed that the second stamp in the block-the top right and the bottom left 
in the illustration-has no stop after "ZEM, '.' while the other three stamps in each block all have stops. 

(This article by Mr. Theo Lavroff, an early member of our Society, is reprinted from the "The 
Philatelic Magazine" of 12th June, 1936. We are indebted to Mr. 0. W. Newport, present ej:litor of 
"P. M." for his kind permission to allow us to reprint the article). 

~ 

PRISONER-OF-WAR CAMPS IN JAPAN 1904-05 
John Lloyd 

It may not be generally known that a substantial number of prisoner-of-war camps were set up 
in Japan to accommodate Russian prisoners between May 1904 and September 1905: This information 
was supplied to me by a fellow member of the American Topical Association living in Nagoya, Japan, 
when I had enquiried about an unusual cover in my collection, apparently emanating from such a camp. 
The cover, which is illustrated in the centre pages, is .addressed by a Russian P.O.W. to Kazan, and 
bears, on the front, a two character handstamp in red reading RUSSIA, and a purple cachet PRISONER 
OF WAR MAIL (both handstamps in Japanese characters). There is also a manuscript note at bottom 
left, in Russian, indicating that the letter was sent from the camp at Nagoya.· On the reverse of the 
cover is a double circle arrival datestamp KAZAN "d" 5.10.05, a three-line handstamp in French, SER
VICE/DES/PRISONNIERS DE GUERRE (in violet ink), and a faint impression of an oval cachet 
(also in violet) being the Japanese P.O.W. Camp censor mark. · 

My correspondent has kindly provided me with the following information about Japanese P.0.W. 
camps operating in 1904-05, which may be of interest to readers should they hold similar covers. I am 
told that because illiteracy was so high among the Russian prisonen, schools were set up in most camps 
to teach them to read and write their own language, so as to enable them to send and receive letters. 

Prison Camps Date Gen/ Staff Field Company 
and Quarters Opened Officers Officers Officers 
MATSUYAMA May 1904 1 44 328 
MARUGAME July 15, 1904 
HIMEJI Aug. 8, 1904 
FUKUCHIY AMA Sep. 1904 
NAGOYA Nov. 1904 
SHIZUOKA Dec. 1904 
OSAKA Jan. 1905 
HAMAD ERA Jan. 1905 
NINOSHOMA Jan. 1905 
FUKUOKA Jan. 1905-
TOYOHASHI Mar. 6, 1905 
NARASHINO Mar. 26, 1905 . 
KANAZAWA Mar. 1905 
SENDAI Mar. 1905 
YAMAGUCHI Mar. 1905 
KUMAMOTO Mar. 1905 
FUSHIMI ? 

8 

? 

? 

2 
6 
? 

? 

4 
l 
I 
1 

100 
103 

? 
51 
? 

51 
40 

34 
36 
29 
45 
19 

N.C.O.s 
314 
35 

350 
51 

155 
3 
? 

3,199 
? 

435 
138 

1,790 
384 
198 
65 . 

311 
180 

Privates 
1,646 

315 
1,834 

949 
- 703 

107 
? 

18,923 
? 

2,442 
702 

10,001 
2,842 
1,839 

265 
1,541 
1,334 
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TAKASAKI Apr. · 1905 2 19 110 413 
SAKURA Apr. 1905 ? ? . ? ? ? 
OSATA Apr. 1905 1 4 12 79 
SABAE Apr. 1905 5 15 1 19 
TSURUGA Apr. 1905 84 407 
KOKURA 1905 22 125 875 
HIROSAKI Jui. 24, 1905 . ? '? ? ? ? 
AKITA Aug. 9, 1905 ? ? ? ? ? 
OTSU Sep. 23, 1905 50 678 
ZENTSUJI ? 112 887 
KURUME ? 238 2,085 
YAMAGATA ? ? ? ? ? ? 

~ 

ABOUT THE SO-CALLED COURIER FIELD POST 
M. Sekretar 

Every sovereign state manages on its own territory all social affairs, including the postal system, 
which is normally a state monopoly. However, as it may be in many instances, there are also except
ions. For instance, the· existence. of stamps from ''Levant," or the stamps of foreign governments in 
China is well known to stamp collectors. 

· It is well known, for instance, that Turkey allowed other governments to· maintain their own 
postal- facilities· alongside· the Turkish post offices· due to pressure of- international agreements. These 

. governments were Austria, Italy, France and others. · 
And here we have the stamps of the Courier Field Post (according to the text of the overprint)_ 
These are the stamps of a postal system, which also existed on foreign territory. It is sort of a 

"Levant." But not quite so. The "Levant" issue is based on international agreements, and the Courier 
Field Post is based on .... nothing. And what is more, is that, the Polish government officially was· 
not aware of the existence of the Courier Field Post, which, except for some postmarked covers and 
stamps, actually never existed. 

It did not exist, because its continued existence could not· be kept a secFet, and the Polish govern
ment would have considered such an existence a downgrading of its sovereign rights, and the establish
ment would have been closed. 

There was no reason to organise the Courier Field Post, or spread its activities or continue it, 
because the moment the stamps were overprinted and the postmarks prepared, one could have sent it 
in an envelope, and accept a desired number of letters of the Courier Field Post without even leaving 
Tarnow, not even as far as the railroad station. 

It is known that the government of the Ukrainian Republic, after it left Stanrslawow and arrived 
in Tarnow in the summer of 1920, found itself in a very difficult financial situation. The shortage of 
cash was especially painful, because Poland was not very generous with money. 

Therefore, postage stamps had to be sold (Trident overprints and the Shahy Issue), which were 
brought along from the Ukraine in 27 boxes. There were buyers in Poland (Warsaw and Krakow), 
but in order to achieve the goal, it was necessary to interest the philatelic trade centre-Vienna. There
fore, the Ministry of Posts remembered me. (I remained in Stanislawow and was on my way home, 
but had to return to Stanislawow while being detained by Major Pavlovsky). A courier was sent for 
me, and I was asked to proceed at once to Tarnow and contact privately connections in Vienna with 
the purpose of selling stamps. I made the connections, because I knew personally a stamp dealer 
Herman Fischer, Vienna VI, Loquaiplatz (who later financed the set of stamps, which were not allowed 
to be postally used). Fischer himself did not arrive, so about a week later the stamps were sold to Wind
holtz from Czeska Teshyna. The deal was barely concluded. and the stamps were not yet in the possess
ion of Windholtz, when a representative froin the firm of Fischer, Dr. Rotstein appeared in Tarnow. 
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Dr. Rotstein felt that he was a loser, he complained that he incurred great expenses and that 
he made the trip from Vienna all for nothing. Dr. Rotstein, who was originally from Kolomea, and 
who knew the softness of the Ukrainian heart and soul, knew what approach to use in order to reach 
his aim. The stamps were already sold, therefore Rotstein's approach was success (perhaps with the 
approval of Windholtz). So, his plan to surcharge the Shahy Issue with a "Courier Field Post" over
print was accepted and approved. 

In two or three days the stamps were overprinted, and a postmark engraved. Because of the 
rather uninteresting overprint, for instance on the dark background of the 10 Shaghiv (a possible error 
in printing, the author probably meant 20 Shaghiv) it was not verydear, the postmark on the other 
hand was very interesting, it was unusually large and with an engraved trident. The trident was engraved 
in order to fill the empty area on the left, and also in order to achieve a certain symmetric balance with 
the number 920. The postmark was made not from steel, but from bronze. Having the stamps and 
postmarks (two postmarks: one for the Central Office and one for the Field Office), a certain number of 
letters was "made," and Dr. Rotstein having in his possession what he wanted, returned to Vienna, 
and the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs counted some money for the stamps. 

The stamps of the Courier Field Post did 11ot bring much fame for Ukraine, and indeed did they 
bring much benefit to its initiators, is a difficult question to answer. · 

(This article by Mr. M. Sekretar of Prague, appeared in the "Ukrainian Philatelist" Nos. 3-4 of 
March-April, 1930, and a free translation into English has been made by Mr. Lubomyr M. Hugel, which 
Mr. C. W. Roberts has sent to us for publication. Mr. Roberts feels that this is a most interesting article 
but readers should be warned. that this is not likely to be the whole story. Mr. Roberts' own view is, 
that whilst it is probable that the origin of the issue was to raise money, he feels there was a postal ser
vice of a sort, which was also available to civilians. He feels that if the whole issue had gone to the 
stamp trade then the stamps would not be as scarce or difficult to find as they are, and always have been. 
The numbers known to exist are only a small proportion of the numbers stated to have been issued). 

TURKISH POST OFFICES IN BATUM 
Gordon H. Torrey 

It is sometimes forgotten that the Ottoman Turks once ruled over areas which are now Russian 
territory. The Crimea was Turkish until seized in its entirety by Catherine the Great in 1783, while 
Batum remained Turkish until the end of the Russo-Turkish War of 1877-1878. Batum was handed 
over to the Russians on September 6th, 1878, in accordance with the terms of the Treaty of Berlin 
although it had never been captured by the Russians. 

Philatelic material from Ottoman Batum is of extreme rarity, since much of the mail from this 
port was handled by the R.O.P.I.T. Postal Agency established there in the late 1850s. Even material 
from this Russian office is elusive. A Turkish Post Office was opened here in 1871, thus it operated 
only seven years. · 

While a number of loose stamps with the Turkish Batum cancellation are recorded, only one 
cover is known to the author and it reposes in his collection. It was postpaid with a pair of the two 
piastres of the Ottoman Postage Due issue of 1870 (S. G. D33 or Scott J33) and a single twenty paras 
of the 1874-1875 issue (S. G. 83 or Scott 39) of the 1874-1875 regular issue. Addressed to Constantin
ople, the only indication of date is the Stamboul receiving mark with the date June 16th, 1877, plus an 
oval Baghtche Capusi date stamp of the Leannos type used for the city post. 

During the disintegration of the Russian Empire following the 1917 Revolution Caucasian Russia 
became a battleground for contending nationalistic forces. Meanwhile, the Turks continued the war 
in an attempt to reconquer the Caucasian region. As a consequence the Transcausian Republic declared 
war on Turkey on April 15th, 1918. After the Republic broke into its component parts of Georgia, 
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Armenia, and Azerbaijan, the Germans and Turks contested for domination of Georgia, with Turkic 
Azerbaijan being allied with Turkey. Finally, on June 4th, 1918, Turkey and Georgia concluded a 
treaty which gave the Turks transit rights on the Georgian railway to Baku in Azerbaijan. Meanwhile, 
Turkish troops had occupied the area around Batum and in late June carried out a "plebiscite" for its 
union with Turkey. The outcome was overwhelmingly pro-Turkish, as could be expected with Turkish 
troops in occupation. 

During their occupation the Turks established a post office in Batum where Turkish stamps were 
sold and mail accepted. I have so far seen stamps of the Turkish issues of 1917-1918 with Batum can
cellations, most seeming of a philatelic nature. Also, I know of one cover (unphilatelic) which is illus
trated in the centre pages and is in the collection of Mr. Robert Stuchell of Yorktown Heights, N .Y. 
There were eight cancellations used by the Turkish P.O. at Batum in 1918, each denoted by the different 
number at the bottom. Mr. Stuchell's cover shows use of No. 4. 

Apart from Batum, I am aware of a Kars cancellation of 1868-75, a drawing of which appears 
in the centre pages. Kars also had a "seal" type dated 1301 (1885) but I cannot account for this from 
the date point of view. 

Following the Armistice of Mudros on 30th October, 1918, when Turkey surrendered to the 
Allies, Turkish forces were withdrawn from Batum, and British troops occupied the city. 

DOUBLE CIRCLE CANCELLATIONS WITH · DOTS INSTEAD OF BARS 
Prof. 0. Winterstein 

In the course of discussing a number of Transcai.Jcasian ·cancellations with our Editor, questions 
arose about the type of double-circle Imperial cancellation with dots instead of the more usual bars · 
either side of the date. Why should such an unusual pattern have been made? Was there any par
ticular significance denoted by their usage? Examples of this type of cancellation are not particularly 
scarce, and in the past they appear to have been accepted without further enquiry. If it does nothing 
else, this article will draw attention to these particular cancellations, and perhaps, later on, we can decide 
whether or not they had a special significance. 

A glance through my own collection revealed examples from the following post offices: 
Armavir, Dvinsk, Elets, Erivan, Kaluga, Kazan, Kharkov, Kishinev, Krementchug, Kutais, Livny, 
Minsk, Moscow, Omsk, Ponevezh, Rostov-on-Don, Samara, Suvalki, Tiflis, Vilna and Volochisk. In 
all, 21 different P.O.s, found on about (i() items. Obviously by no means an exhaustive list, since I 
know that the Editor has examples from Baku, and the Tchilinghirian-Stephen work shows an illus
tration on page 237 of the type used in Staraya Bukhara. 

. ' 

The use of these cancellations covers the period 1909-1926. They can be found cancelling the 
second issue with thunderbolts, vertically laid; on the perf. and imperf. chalk line issues (though my 
experience is that few imperf. Arms types with this cancellation are seen); and, of course, the Romanov 
issue. 

It is to be recorded that this specialcancellation has also been used in the early Soviet period, 
probably exceptionally. A cover from Georgievsk 12.3.23 shows ten stamps 40R/15k. perf. (S. G. 293), 
with the dotted arrival cancellation of Rostov-on-Don 14.6.23, though this does not touch the stamps. 
It is type 1 of Rostov. Further a loose stamp is recorded, lk. (perf. 12) (S. G. 430) bearing a cancell, 
ation of 12.7.26, and though incomplete the large broad letters probably relate to Kharkhov. The 
dots are in the arrangement : 

2 
2 

3 
. 3 . 

) l . 
(2) 
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Of the items I was able to record, these consisted, apart from loose stamps, parcel-order cards, 
money-order cards, covers, post cards, and a single picture post card. 

It is interesting to consider the position of the dots in individual cancellations. They are, of 
course, situated above, and below -the date which isi in one line. Frequently the arrangement of dots in 
both parts are equal and symmetric. The most common arrangement showed vertical lines of dots as 
follows: 

2 

2 

3 3 
(date) 
3 3 

2 

2 
Cancellations from Elets, Kaluga, Kazan, Kharkov, Kishinev, Kutais, Moscow, Rostov-on-Don. and 
Samara, all showed this arrangement. 

However, Minsk showed the pattern l 2 2 1 repeated below the date; and a second type 
from Moscow showed a 3 4 4 3 arrangement. In ten instances the positions were quite different, 
among them Vilna, and Volochisk which showed a 2 3 3 2 / 2 3 2 2 pattern. Rostov, and Vilna have 
two quite different examples of this type of <:ancellation, whilst in my limited numbe- of examples, 
Moscow and Tiflis have three. A rather odd pattern comes from Dvinsk, where there are five single 
dots above the date (1 1 I 1 1) but four below (111 I 1 I 1). Another exception is a large cancellation from 
Moscow showing, in all, 28 dots. Most amceHations of this general type, however; -show between 12 
and 20 dots. · ' ' · 

The diameters of the circles vary considerably. The biggest comes from Moscow (34; 22 mm.), 
followed by Kazan (32; 20 mm.), Rostov (31; 21 mm. and also 31 mm.; 20 mm.). The smallest I can 
record is from Minsk (29; 7.5 mm.), but this has the longest measurement between of 6 mm. The 
commonest size is 28/29 mm.; 20 min. which was found in eleven cases. Measurements between the 
circles vary from 4 to 4.5, 5, 5.5 mm. Kremenchug with 3 mm. only had the narrowest ring. 

The size of the post office name depends to a large extent on these differences; they are larger 
or smaller, thicker or thinner, according to the circumstances. 

It will be appreciated that sometimes one or more dots cannot be seen on a particular impression. 
The quality and intensity of the stroke is important, and naturally the datestamp could have suffered 
damage. 

Usually the dots are in the form of squares, occasionally rectangular, but this might depend upon 
an oblique direction of the stroke. Examples of this were found on impressions of the same cancellation 
from Moscow and Tiflis. Round dots are an exception, but an example was noted from Dvinsk. The 
size of dots are approx. 1 mm. square, though a smaller size was found for Elets, and. for Moscow. 

Nearly all the dots pierce the stamp, and even cards, but does not cause an actual hole. In fact, 
by looking at the reverse of the impression, the position of the dots can be found sometimes more easily. 

Often because an impression is incomplete, the serial letter cannot be identified.. In the Tchiling
hirian and Ashford work "The Postage Stamps of Armenia" there is an incomplete illustration (fig. 13; 
Page 6) of an Erivan cancellation of this type. It is confirmed that the serial script letter is "i,'' and 
the cancellation has 17 square dots in the pattern 212131211121311. The two ornaments are very like 
Maltese crosses. 

This particular Erivan "i" cancellation is not common, and the only examples I can record. are 
cancelled-to-order on four blocks of stamps. Mr. Tchlinghirian told me that this cancellation was used 
on some of the rare counter surcharges associated with the 5th H R, and other late issues. All co·mplete 
impressions of these "dots without bars" cancellations show two ornaments in the usual positions, 
mostly of the Maltese cross pattern, but also occasionally in rosettes of eight, or stars with six prongs. 

So, what is the significance of this particular type-of cancellation? At first, I felt that the damage 
caused by the piercing of the stamps was intentional, so that a second use could not be made of the stamp, 
and perhaps this. was the reason for the introduction of these datestamps. However, I feel that the answer 
probably lies in the fact that they were used at special counters, possibly for use on money orders, or 
parcels. Certainly the cancellations seem to emanate from large offices where separate counters could 
well have been in existence. The Tillis examples show "TSENTR" after the name indicating use at 
the main P.O. 

At Vilna, the wording VOKZAL of course indicates use at the main railway station. Three 
money order- cards and .a parcel card of this P .0. show usage of the cancellation with dots, and opposite 
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the normal cancellation is impressed, one without the word "Vokzal." The case of Suvalki is the same 
on 14 money order cards both types of cancellation-weH !i_ep_arated---are impressed. The same can be; 
said for Kishinev, Rostov-on-Don, and for Elets (though one usage from Elets did riot show tllis). 

Covers bearing the "dots without bars" cancellations do not seem easy to find; only two examples 
were recorded in this exercise (one from Kaluga 22.6.18 to Austria; the other showing Rostov-on-Don 
used as an arrival cancellation). 

If the cancellations were designed for use on special counters, why should we record ordinary 
postcards, etc., cancelled in this way? Probably the special counters were in the same hall, and people 
coming in, seeing the normal counter crowded, went to the parcels, or money-order counter to transact 
their business, if they were allowed to do so. 

Even though defacement of the stamps was perhaps not the primary object of the "dots without 
bars·• cancellations, nevertheless it must be agreed that the highest denominations of stamps would be 
used on the counter dealing with parcels and money-orders, and it could well have been a factor. Phil
atelists will be grateful that this type of cancellations was used in preference (in some cases) to ink or 
pencil obliteration, or perforation. What do other collectors think the reason for this special pattern 
might be? 

FURTHER NOTES ON THE HANDSTRUCK MARKINGS OF WARSAW 
E. C. Cull 

- I hope lmay be e;xcused, in view of the fact thatl gave a Display in the frames of Pqlish Covers 
up to 1900, before the R.P;S. in December 1971 (see:::'J'hed;ondon Philatelist for February and March, 
1972), if I take up two points. When referring to Type 1 it is said "these are the only three examples 
recorded, but since 1939 when the Postal Museum in Warsaw was destroyed by enemy action, only two 
are now known," I disagree with the inclusion of any material in a List such as this if it does not now 
exist. Secondly when it is said that "only two are now known," I must respectfully point out that Mr. 
Bojanowicz appears to have overlooked my collection, in spite of having proposed the vote of thanks 
when I gave a Display before the Polish Philatelic Society some years ago, and in which these early mark
ings were included! For those therefore who may be interested in the subject I append the following 
additional information from my collection. 
Type 1 

1781 Letter to Venice. Also undated letter to Venice. 
Type 2 

26th April, 1780 letter to Paris. 
Also undated to Venice. 
Also undated letter addr~ss obscure. 

Type 3 
16 January, 1790 letter to Paris. 
Also undated letter, address obscure. 

Type 4 
(Why no List ?) 
No. 43 in Black 18 May, 1807. 
No. 43 in Red 8 August, 1808. 

See Note under List for Type 6 
This straight-line mark Handbook Type 1 lA No. 398a is also quite unknown to me, I too have 

never seen an example. 
Types S and 6 (These are the Handbook Type 1B Nos. 298b, c and d.). 

Type 5 is illustrated as Framed, I have never seen this. 
No. 398b 29 x 4 mm. 

9 March 1818 
3 September 1818 

14 September 1818 
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Type 9 

No. 398d. 33 x 4 mm. 
1l September 1817 
18 May 1818 
24 May 1821 

10 December 1821 
6 May 1822 

30 May 1822 

Handbook Type 11 lC. Handbook Numb rs 398e, f, g, h, i, k. and t. 
,, ,, 111D. With Fleuron at base 3981. 

Handbook Diameters of Circle: 
398e 19.5 mm. 398 1. 24 mm. 
398f 20 mm. 
398g 18 mm. 
398h 18 mm. 
398i 23 mm. 
398k 25 mm. 
398t 22 mm. 

Chronological List 
Shortness .. of time and space prevents inclusion of Warsaw marks scattered amongst the Polish 

Kingdom section of my collection. The following are solely those in the separate Warsaw section. 

398e. 28/1/1830 
398e. 18/2/1830 
398e. 7/3/1831 
398e. 5/12/1831 
398t. 23/ 4/1832 
398f. 5/ S/1832 
398t. 18/ 6/1832 
398t. 14/8/1833 
398t. 16/ 9/1833 
398g. 9/ 6/1834 
398[ 27/8/1834 
398g. 31/12/1834 
398g. 10/8/1835 
398g. 6/ 2/1837 
3981. 13/ 9/1837 
398g. 18/11/1837 
398g. 20/11/1837 

398g. 26/3/1838 
398g. 21/6/1838 
398g. 6/ 2/1839 
3981. 18/ 2/1839 
398g. 17/7/1839 
398g. 4/4/1841 
398g. 5/ 8/1843 
398g. 21/10/1843 
398g. 24/11/1843 
398g. 14/8/1844 
398g. 31/8/1844 
398g. 9/ 9/1844 
398e. 10/11/1846 
398e. 17/1/1847 
398g. 25/7/1847 
398g. 5/10/1847 
3981. 22/10/1847 

398g. 2/5/1849 
398g. 23/6/1849 
398g. 17/7/1849 
398g. 13j 8/1849 
398i. 15/ 8/1849 
398g. 12/9/1849 
398g. 26/2/1850 
389i. 23/ 5/1850 
398g. 27/7/1850 
398g. 3/ 6/1856 
398f. 20/10/1857 
398g. 7/2/1858 
398k. 2/ 5/1858 
398h. 8/ 3/1859 
398h. 27/ 8/1859 
398h. 22/11/1859 
398k. 28/ 2/1860 

398h. 25/1/1861 
398g. 22/9/1861 
398h. 15/4/1863 
398h. 17/4/ 1863 
398k. 8/8/1863 
398h. 1/11/1863 
398h. 11/3/1864 
398h. 17/ 4/1864 
398h. 29/8/1866 
398i. 10/ 9/ 1866 
398h. 23/5/1867 
398h. 7 / 2/ 1868 
398h. 9/ 8/1869 
398h. 3/12/1869 

I hope this List will help in showing first and last dates of use of the various types as are con
tained in the Pre-stamp section of my Warsaw covers. It can also be seen how scarce some of the types 
are. The Handbook referred to is of course Vol. l of "Polskie Znaki Pocztowe" surely one of the finest 
"one-country" Handbooks ever produced. 

Space does not permit consideration of the other and later types. 

GEORGIA ; USE OF THE CONSTANTINOPLE SURCHARGES 

P. T. Ashford 

There are a number of issues of Georgia which can provoke immediate discussion, if not argu
ment. · In this sense the well-known · "Constantinople" surcharges have had their share of debate, 
but a new aspect of the matter, recently brought to my attention, makes me want to take the dossier 
down from the shelf, blow the dust off, give the papers an airing, and add the latest crumbs of evidence 
to the file, before restoring it to the accustomed place. 
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The story commenced, we are told, on 15th January, 1921, when the Georgian Consul-General 
in Constantinople decided to establish a postal service for private correspondence between the Consulate 
and Georgia. Letters were franked by the Consulate using the regular Georgian Menshevik issues 
(apparently specially senf from Tiflis) handstamped locally-in Georgian and French 'Constantinople,' 
and a new value in piastres. They were cancelled, when used, by a large double-ring datestamp reading 
CONSTANTINOPLE in Georgian characters. Letters were said to be taken to Georgia by "special 
couriers." On 21st January, 1921, the Georgian Consul-General felt moved to issue a certificate advising 
that the post had commenced five days previously, and giving the numbers of stamps surcharged (in 
most cases a question of a few hundred), and adding that the handstamps had since been destroyed. All 
the stamps surcharged were perforate, with the exception of ten sets of imperf. stamps. Several of the 
surcharged stamps were stuck on the certificate, and cancelled by the Constantinople datestamp, pre
sumably as examples. The text of the certificate is given in The Postage Stamps of Georgia by W. E. 
Hughes and P. T. Ashford (1951) a copy of which is in the Society's library. 

It is understood that the Allied Powers, and Turkey, intervened within eight days to suppress 
the post, which was evidently unauthorised, and even if it was a genuine attempt to conduct a courier 
post, its life was severely limited. Looking at the situation, it must be accepted that in January, 1921, 
there was probably a genuine need for a quick postal service to and from Georgia. Although Men
shevik Georgia was not· invaded until 11 th February, 1921; if seemed obvious to many that the country 
would be invaded by Bolshevik forces, and that the fall of the Mensheviks was purely a matter of time, 
despite the de jure recognition of Georgia by an Allied Conference in Paris on 27th January. Thus 
many individuals whose political or other affiliations were contrary to the Bolsheviks would be trying 
to finalise arrangements to leave the country, if they had not already done so. The only satisfactory 
method of getting out of the Caucasus was by ship from Batum to Constantinople, thus underlining the 
need for a two-way courier post service. 

From the philatelic point of view, there has always. been much opposition to the stamps. The 
Soviet Caucasus catalogue (F. G. Chuchin).says they were pure speculation, while the Kohl Handbuch 
doubted whether the Sfa.te Printing Works would send stamps from Tiflis to Constantinople without 
first applying the surcharges. Kohl points out that even if letters were sent to Georgia, it really does 
not prove that the post was "official," and feels that the Constantinople P.O. was set up at a time when 
the Menshevik Government was not even the "'de facto" government of Georgia. This latter point is 
incorrect, for there seems to be evidence that many Menshevik politicians did not heed the impending 
danger, day to day life being much the same right up until the invasion on 11th February. 

Maison Romeko's catalogue of 1927 lists the issue, with a footnote to the effect that indisputable 
proof of the official character of the post had been seen (Consul's certificate, authentic covers bearing 
Constantinople and Tiflis datestamps). West European and U.S. catalogues understamlably ignored 
the stamps, particularly at a time when bogus and fraudulent issues were prevalent. 

From the writer's point of view, I have always allied myself with the opposition, though carefully 
keeping a set of stamps in case new light might be thrown on them to improve their bona fides. I have 
no used copies of the surcharges, though in.Oecentber, 1959, the late S. D .. Tchilinghirian sent me a 
photograph of a cover in the collection of a Continental philatelist for my opinion. The cover was of 
foolscap size, bearing an imprint at top left reading 'NEAR EAST RELIEF, 25 Rue Taxim, Constantin
ople,' and addressed (typewritten) to M. M. Zdanevitch, Kirkpitchny 13, Tiflis, Georgie. The envelope 
bore two perforated stamps of the 'Constantinople' issue of lp. and 4p. values, cancelled by an indis
tinct "datestamp" reading (probably) 'Constantinople' in Georgian characters, and a date that appeared 
to be 31.1.21. What killed the cover completely for me was a Tiflis "arrival" cancellation of 11.2.21 
which was a well-known forgery, being used on faked covers of various "issues,. of Georgia, such as 
'de jure," 'Hammer and sickle' overprints, and covers of Armenia, known to have been manufactured 
in Constantinople. I assumed that references to 'authentic' covers were to such productions, and I 
felt that there was little doubt that the whole business was a fraud. 

Some weeks ago, Prof. Oskar Winterstein (Zollikon) sent me a photograph of a somewhat similar 
cover, which is in his collection, and this is reproduced in the centre pages. It is something of a revel
ation. Ostensibly, it is very similar in appearance, though smaller, bearing a 'Near East Relief' imprint 
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at top left, with merely 'Constantinople District, Constantinople' as an address. It bears a 5 
Piastre/SR. stamp, the surcharge being in red. The double-circle cancellation of Constantinople is 
rather faint on the front, but there is an additional strike on the reverse, which is clearer and shows the 
date 19.1.1921. The appearance of the datestamp is much more satisfactory than the previous faked(?) 
specimen. However, the most important piece of evidence is the Tiflis arrival datestamp of 8.2.21. It 
so happens that this is a perfectly genuine impression of a cancellation which continued to be employed 
at Tiflis well into the Soviet years. Both Prof. Winterstein and I find we have examples on the first 
issues of Soviet Georgia, the nuances of which are correct in all detail. This cover is therefore "gen
uine" in the sense that it arrived at Tiflis on 8.2.21, though whether the post from Constantinople was 
officially approved we do not know. The cover, it may be noted, is addressed to exactly the same person 
and address as on the fakecl. cover. Zdanevitch certainly had philatelic connections, and members of 
his family lived in Paris in 1922, as I have a number of cards addressed to them from Georgia during 
this period. 

In Rossica Journal No. 76-77 (page 68), R. Polchaninov mentioned that S. Serebrakian showed a 
Constantinople cover at the 1969 Interpex exhibition. Full details are, unfortunately, not given, but 
it evidently bore a Tiflis arrival datestamp of 7th Feb. 1921, with an annotation of 20k. postage due. 
It would be most interesting to see a photograph of this cover to decide in which category it falls. The 
'postage due' demand, if genuine; could infer that the Constantinople post was not-officially approved 
by the Georgian Post Office. 

To sum up, then, it now seems that some mail was indeed taken by courier from Constantinople, 
before the Consul-General issued his certificate and fed into the post at Tiflis for delivery. Whether 
such mail was approved. by the Georgian P.O., we do not know. Judging from Prof. Winterstein's 
cover there seems to have been no proper tariff, for the top value of 50 piastres was used on an ordinary 
unregistered small envelope. 

WILLIAM STEPHEN-' USED ABROAD' SPECIALIST 

Despite an intermittent correspondence of some 23 years, your Editor did not personally mee 
our good friend Bill Stephen until July, 1972, when the fates decreed that he should holiday in North 
East Scotland. Few members of B.S.R.P. have met Bill other than by correspondence, for he has not 

• journeyed south in many years, and having long since retired, is perhaps unlikely to do so in the future, 
Ian Baillie, Gordon Torrey, and some of our Scottish members are among those having visited Aber-
lour, and probably drained with Bill a "wee dram" of Scotland's "water of life." · 

Philatelically, Bill has been most interested in "Used Abroad" cancellations, though he has 
assembled a number of collections including New Zealand and Canada, apart from those special interests. 
His great workwas, of course, in the collaboration with S. D. Tchilinghirian of "Stamps of Imperial 
Russia Used Abroad" which appeared under the imprint of our Society between 1957 and 1960, and 
gained for the authors the well-deserved award of Crawford gold medals by the Royal Philatelic Society; 
and also in the publication (with Tchilinghirian) of the series of volumes on the "Stamps of Austria 
Used Abroad." It was a real pleasure to see some of Bill's fine Used Abroad material from Russia, 
Austria, and Italy, which he has patiently gathered together over a period of many years, usually through 
the medium of correspondence, or auction bids conducted by post, since though Banffshire and Strath
spey is an extremely beautiful place to live, even Bill would admit that for the active philatelist there are 
few outlets, and certainly no dealers or auction houses! After the death of Simon Tchilinghirian, which 
shook Bill as it did so many of us, much continuing correspondence on Used Abroad topics came Bill's 
way, and still does. He endeavours to help where possible, but finds this is more difficult as time goes 
on, many requests for help demanding more active research than Bill is now able to undertake. 

It was the Editor's intention to photograph Bill for the pages of our Journal, with perhaps some 
· local view as a background-the Telford bridge over the River Spey comes to mind-but Bill would have 
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none of it! The best we can do is a snap (see the centre pages) taken last year when an American col
lector William R. Liberman, keen on Greek and Greek Islands stamps called, and took the picture before 
Bill had time to protest! 

Bill has some most interesting material in his Russian collection, one item noted being a Russian 
No. I with a nice rectangular boxed BALTA cancellation in brown-black. I cannot recollect seeing this 
item noted in the various check lists prepared of cancellations on No. 1. 

Apart from stamps, our conversation included a number of discussions on the quality and palatab
ility of many local brands of Highland malt whisky, with what one might call practical illustrations, 
including a visit to one of the local distilleries in search of more authentic information. 

It was a pleasure and a delight to meet you, Bill, and our good wishes for the continuation of a 
long and happy retirement up there on Speyside ! 

VILNA "PAR'' MARKS OF 1853 
Ian L. G. Baillie 

Dr. Wortman in his excellent article in B.J.R.P. No. 41 of October 1967, gives a most useful 
account of the early Russian steamer cancellations. The earliest mark recorded there i_s 9th May, 1839, 
and Dr. Wortman then states that "there is now a gap of many years in our record because the next 
cancellation is struck on an 8k. of 1875." 

In Rossica Journal No. 69 of 1965 Dr. Wortman described the VILNA PAR mark and stated 
that he knew of five covers with thi1, elusive mark-'-the only-date he quotes is 13th January, 1854. He 
states there his reasons for believing that this mark is NOT a steamer mark (that the river at Viln~ is 
too small and is frozen in winter). Accepting that this mark does not fill the "gap of many years" it 
may nevertheless be of interest to record -details of two further VILNA PAR marks on covers in my 
collection:-

lst Cover: Inscribed "Russia Borylow Min. Gub. 23 January 1853" on .reverse, and "W.l" 
or "N.1" (which I suspect signifies "No. 1" of a duplicated pair of letters). There is 
a virtually indecipherable impression on a small wax seal. Postal marks are:-
R.I. "BORYLOV .... /23 JAN .... 1853" in 2 lines (greenish grey) 
R.2. "VILNA/PAR:" c.d.s. "1853/January/28" (black) 
R.3. "BERLIN/16.2" in 2 lines (black) 
F.4. "AUS RUSSLAND/FRANCO" in 2 lines (black). This is Vandervelde 

Type B.3 (which he records, in his serialised article on these marks in "The 
Philatelist" of May 1966/June 1967, for the period 1844/1851 only in black, 
and 1870 011ly in blue) 

F.5 ''P. D." (black) · 
R.6. "BERLIN/16.2.1/MINDEN" T.P.O. in 3 lines (black) 
F: 7 "PRUSSE/VALENCIENNES/3;17/FEVR/53" ·c.d.s. (orange red) 
R. 8 "PARIS/(60)/1; 7K./17/FEVR/53" c.d.s. (black) 

(F=Front; R=Reverse of cover) 

Rate marks are not complete, being "fr.10" in blue between R.1 and R.6 and "fr" in same ink over 
F.4 (which I belitwe associates F.4 with R.6 and thereby seemingly locates the Vandervelde Type B.3 
"Aus Russland" mark as being on the Berlin/Minden T.P.O. in Jan. 1854-an unexpected thought 
since all "Aus Russland" marks have been located hitherto to the West of Berlin only on the Coeln/ 
Verviers plus possibly the Minden/Dentz T.P.O.s) and "10" in magenta ink over the address which is:-~ 

"Franco Munsiur/Munsieur le Comte/de Slizien/rue G(?)rouchet No. 21 a Paris" 

2nd Cover Inscribed "70, rue dy Mathurius" and "29. Avgy 53" on reverse, also "1" (again 
presumably "No. l" of a pair). There is an almost complete impression of a typical 
heraldic achievement surrounded by the words "ADMINISTRACYA NOWO-. 
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ZIEWZIATKOWICKA," a fine oval design. Postal marks are:-
R.1. "LO.IEMb/29 AV .... "in 2 lines, and as tantalisingly indistinct as such marks 
. usually are (grey) 

R.2. "VILNA/PAR:" c.d.s. "1853/Avgy/28" (black); although this date is a day 
earlier than that inscribed on the cover by the sender-and that of R.1-it is 
quite clear and one can only presume that the date in the R2 cancelling stamp 
had not been updated, 

R.3. "BROMBERG/10.9IN/BERLIN" t.p.o. in 3 lines (black) 
F.4. "AUS RUSSLAND/FRANCO" framed, in 2 lines (black). This is Vander

velde Type Ry. 7a (which he records only for 1852-in April on the Bromberg/ 
Kreutz and in October on the Bromberg/Berlin T.P.O.s-until in 1872/73 
it reappeared on the Breslau/Berlin T.P.O.). 

F.5. "P.O." (purple brown) 
R.6. "BERLIN/11.9.4/MINDEN" T.P.O. in 3 lines (black) 
R.7. "COELN/11.9.4/VERVIERS" T.P.O. in 3 lines (blackish brown). This is 

Vandervelde Type CV.4 
F.8. "PRUSSE/VALENCIENNES/3;12/SEPT/53" c.d.s. (orange red) 
R.9. "PARIS/(60)/10;7E/12/SEPT/53" c.d.s. (grey) 
R.10 "PARIS/POSTE RESTANTE/7(?);12/SEPT/53" c.d.s. (grey) 

(F=Front; R=Reverse of cover) 

Rate marks are again not complete, with "8fr" in blue over R.7 and ".8" in magenta over the 
address, which is:-

"Monsieur le Comte Alfred/de Slizien/a Paris poste restante" 
with "franco" over, in a separate hand. 

There is therefore unfortunately nothing further on these two further covers to clear up the mystery 
of the significance of"PAR" in the Vilna mark. Words which start "PAR" other than "PARAKHOD" 
include "PARA VOZ" (locomotive), which is inappropriate as the railway operated from Vilna only 
from 1862, and words for "fellow," "bet," "wig," "superheater," "musical score," "party," ·•sail," 
"tarpaulin," etc., do not seem to be relevant; which leaves "PARK" (park), "PAROM" (ferryboat/ 
ferrybridge) and "PAROMSHCHIK" (ferryman) as the only possibilities other than "PAR" being 
an abbreviation for a place-name or (unlikely on account of the colon) initial letters. Can any readers 
sort out the correct interpretation, suggest where cover No. 2 was originally posted, and help to estab
lish the actual dates of use of this strange "VILNA PAR" mark? 

NEWS AND VIEWS 
The seventh British Philatelic Exhibition held at the Seymour Hall, London, between l st-4th 

November, 1972, was a successful one from the point of view of Russian philately. Dr. R. Ceresa-gained 
the high award of a silver-gilt, and a silver for his Russian Postmaster Provisionals exhibits; Mr. E. 
Kobylanski a silver, a bronze-silver, and a bronze for Ukraine and West Ukraine; P. S.S. F. Marsden 
a silver for Finland; and Rev. L. L. Tann a bronze for Russia. Perhaps the most unexpected awards 
came in the Literature Class where our Journal not only gained a silver medal, but was awarded the 
Francis Webb Memorial Trophy for Literature, and medal inscribed with the name of the Editor (don
ated by the Hong Kong Study Circle), Part One of Imperial Russian Stamps Used in Transcaucasia 
also won a silver medal in the Literature Class. A photograph of the medals is shown in the centre 
pages, and we hope in the next issue to illustrate the very fine silver rose bowl which the Editor is hokling 
on behalf of the Society until the next exhibition. 

Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz wishes to draw our attention to forthcoming International Exhibitions. 
The first of these is the Polska 73 Exhibition at Poznan, to be staged end-August to beginning September, 
1973, and for which our Vice-President, Mr. A. Droar is British Commissioner. Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz and. 
Mr. H. R. Holmes are two of the Judges. Following Poznan there is an exhibition in India in November, 
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where the Commissioner for G .B. will be Mr. Bojanowicz. There is also an exhibition proposed for Monaco 
and in Munich ("IBRA/MUNCHEN 73"), whilst Mr. Bojanowicz reminds members that each year the 
Polonius Society of Chicago. stages a fine exhibition, and he will be able to give information about the 
1974 exhibition later on this year. . .. , · . · 

During the course of a Continental holiday Boris Pritt writes that he visited Mr. Walter Frauenlob 
in Bern, and had the opportunity to see some of his stamps. Boris recollects in particular a 5 Rouble 
imperf. mint, but with inverted background, and mentions that Mr. Frauenlob has since obtained a 
similar stamp but perforate, and used. Mr. Frauenlob also has two nice covers from Tsarskoe Selo. 
One of them, a postal stationery 7k. envelope addressed to St. Petersburg in September, 1882, shows a 
similar type of Tsarskoe Selo Railway Station cancellation as Mr. Palmer's cover (see B.J.R.P. 47) but 
with the town name in seriffed capitals. The second cover, of 1897, bears a more usual Tsarskoe Selo 
6 Pocht. Tel. Kont cancellation. Mr. Frauenlob can also add. two copies of the lOR. perf. with a double 
circle cancellation of 11.12.20 reading TSARSKOE SELO No. 1 "a", very similar to datestamps we 
have seen of KRONSHTADT and ASKHABAD. One wonders if there isanyparticularsignificance 
in this pattern. 

Lt.-Col. Asdrubal Prado (Campinas, Brazil) says he has a cover sent to Greece on 7.3.1917 bearing 
a 10/7k. Romanov cancelled by a Field. Post datestamp reading POLEVAIA P.K. 150. He feels sure 
the location of this F.P.O. could be in the North Caucasus. Apart from the cancellation, the cover 
bears a large rectangular censor marking in red with O.B.O (?Odessa War Region), an Italian Bologna 
censor hand.stamp, and an arrival datestamp of Athens. Can anyone help to place the F.P.O. marking? 

We were very sorry to learn of the passing of Harry Myers (see the Obituaries in this issue), a 
"regular" at meetings of the Society to this writer's certain knowledge for twenty four years. Some 
while ago Harry sent a short note mentioning that he had been given a 1966 Soviet Cover cancelled 
••M. V. ALEXANDER PUSHKIN POSTED FROM HIGH SEAS." This had been sent by a passenger 
en route to Montreal, Canada, who was unexpectedly transferred to the Soviet vessel at Southampton 
on account of the seamen's strike then in progress. The actual date of the double-ring cancellation 
was 27.5.66. 

Dr. Alfred Wortman (Enfield) continues to enjoy a retirement that is anything but. In November 
he gave a further display to the Royal Philatelic Society, this time concentrating on "Thunderbolts." 
John Lloyd, Boris Pritt, Eric Peel, Hilary Norwood, and David Mushin were among the audience, and 
knowing Alfred, we imagine he opened people's eyes by pronouncing on two sizes for the 1883 series; 
the inclusion of thunderbolts on postal stationery long before they were seen on stamps; money transfers; 
two backgrounds of the vertical laids; and finally-the subject of his recent article in B.J.R.P.-the 
postal functions of telegraph offices. Seems as there is some potential material for our Journal here! 
Alfred was recently made President-Elect of the Postal History Society, taking office in 1974, in time for 
the U.P.U. Centenary. If that were not all, we see he is also on the Committee of the China Philatelic 
Society. Our best wishes!! 

Another busy philatelist is o~r Honorary Secretary John Lloyd. In QctQber he made his fourth 
visit to display at Braintree Philatelic Society, and has been threatened with a return visit for 1973. A 
fourth visit is also scheduled to Chesterfield P.S. on 20th February, when the display will be on "Soviet 
Polar Posts." In this connection the U.S. publication ••ice Cap News" have asked John to give them 
regular notes on Soviet polar items. An interesting item recently procured by our energetic Secretary 
was a postcard bearing a POSTAL WAGON 217 datestamp and also two impressions, ia violet, of a 
double circle cancellation reading ST. ILKA at top, and ZABAIK. ZHE. D. at bottom. This Ilka 
Stantsia (station) datestamp from the Transbaikal Railway, must be a most elusive item for Trans
Siberian Railway enthusiasts. 

In B.J.R.P. 35 (page 22) when discussing censor markings of W.W.I., Dr. Wortman mentioned, 
and illustrated, a single circle handstamp reading MILITARY CENSOR/KRASNOY ARSK. John 
Lloyd has a nice P.0.W. card, which is illustrated in the centre pages of this issue, showing a similar 
type, but serifless letters, and the figure 1 beneath the wording. The card, addressed to Darmstadt, 
Germany, shows incidentally, the word GUERRE spelt with only one R. 

Journal 39 illustrated an unusual cover of Batum bearing strikes of a hitherto unknown cancell
ation from MARADIDY. This was in the form of a double-circle rubber stamp reading MARADIDY 
POTCHTOVO TELEGR. OTDELENIE, with DAY A CORRESPONDENTSII ("For the corres
pondence") in the centre, without date. This cover recently came under the hammer again when offered 
by Roger Koerber Auctions of Southfield, Michigan., though the Editor was unsuccessful in his attempt 
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to acquire it. Not that that is particularly newsworthy, but on a recent visit to Mr. L. F. Mead (Devizes) 
(an old friend who was with the R.A.F. at Batum in 1919) a pair of 10k Tree types on piece bearing a 
faint but unusual cancellation in thin black ink were again the subject of much scrutiny, and the Editor 
was able to satisfy himself that they bore a cancellation similar to. Maradidy, but for BATUM. Jn 
fact, he could make out BATUM POTCH ...... and the commencement of the words DAYA in the 
centre. So this is a further hitherto unrecorded cancellation from the British Occupation of Batum, 
and despite coming from the main post office, must be very scarce. 

At the time of writing there is a proposition before the January 1973 meeting to consider the 
possibilities of an increase in the annual subscription of the Society from the present £2.10 to £3.00 
commencing in 1974. It has been held at two guineas for many years, but increases in costs, particularly 
in printing, have been the order of things this past twelve months. Of course, our journal has increased 
quite alarmingly in size, with No. 47 running to an all time high of 68 printed pages (and no advertise
ments!). Suggestions have been made to revert to a cheaper method of production, but even with asist
ance from members, the reduction in cost would be comparatively small. The Editor feels it would be a 
great pity to contemplate such a move, and trusts that it will not be necessary. 

OBITUARIES 
HENRY MYERS 

It is with deep regret that I inform members of the death of Mr. Henry Myers, of London. While 
I am certain that several members knew him longer than I did, I am sure he would appreciate my writing 
a few words about him for our Journal. I first met him at Stampex 1964, when I was a newcomer to the 
'Russian Field.' In spite of more than fifty years between us, the links between us grew closer within 
a very short time, and for most of the last eight years, scarcely a week has passed without our speaking 
on the telephone or exchanging letters with, or about, stam!)S and covers. 

His collection is rea11y amazing, containing very many scarce and choice .items from the Revolut
ionary era, as well as the Soviet period. In addition to Russia, he held a great interest in Germany, 
Israel, and G .B. 

It was my honour, as a friend, a co-religionist, and. a fellow B.S.R.P. member, to officiate at his 
funeral on 21st November, 1972. In my sermon I mentioned his wide philatelic interests, which were 
responsible in the first instance for bringing the two of us into close friendship. We have lost a close 
friend and comrade, one of those whose collection was outstanding, and whose contribution to the life 
of B.S.R.P. enriched our Society. He will be sadly missed. We honour his memory. 

(REV. L. L. T.). 

CAPT. B. J. ROGERS-TILLSTONE, R.N., R.D.P. 
We were very sorry to learn that Capt. B. J. Rogers-Tillstone, R.N., died at his home in Sussex, 

on 11 th January, 1973, at the age of 72. He had been in poor health for some month5 following a serious 
operation, and had reluctantly been obliged. to withdraw from giving the Society a talk and display on 
Zemstvos. at the March 1973 meeting. 

Zemstvo Posts had been Capt. Rogers-Tillstone's special interest relatively recently since he had. 
taken up collecting Russia. It was an honour for the Society to have as a member a signatory of the 
Roll of Distinguished Philatelists; a Pa5t President of the Royal Philatelic Society; and a Past Chair
man of the Executive of the Philatelic Congress of Gt. Britain. Prior to embarking on Zemstvos, his 
special interests had been of Great Britain, particularly on the surface printed issues, and associated 
essays and proofs. To his wife and family we offer our sincerest condolences. At his request there was 
no funeral service, and in keeping with his philosophy he bequeathed his body for medical research. 

ALBERT GOLD 
We are also sorry to record the death, on 1st December, 1972, of a long standing member from 

East Greenwich, Rhode IslaJid, U.S.A.., .Mr, Albert Gold. Mr. Gold. was a specialist dealer in foreign 
covers, with a particular interest in Russia. Apart from B.S.R.P., he was a member of Rossica, and. of 
Collectors' Club, New York. 

To his wife, Mrs. Mary E. Gold, we offer our deepest sympathy. 
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DR. ADO BLECHER 
It is with much regret we record . the death of Dr. Ado Blecher of Wuppertal-Barmen 

West Germany, which occurred on 21st March, 1972. Anenthusiasticmember,he thought very highly 
of our Journal. 

REVIEWS OF NEW PUBLICATIONS 

STANLEY GIBBONS "EUROPE 3" CATALOGUE (Q - Z). 596 pp. Limp bound. £2.65. 
Stanley Gibbons Ltd. 

This is the final volume of the successor to the previous Part II (Europe and Colonies), last issued 
in 1969 (as the 1970 edition). As would. be expected after such a long interval, there has been consider
able revision in both content and pricing. 

Members of this Society will be pleased to know that Mr. B. St. G. Drennan and Dr. A. H. Wort
man have played a considerable part in the revision of the content, the former in thP. provision of his
torical notes preceding the issues of a number of countries and the latter in providing revised listings of 
the 1909-18 issues of Russia. 

Russian Post Offices in the Levant now follow the main lists for Turkey and the previous S.G. 
243 to 311 (Russian Company of Navigation and Commerce) are no longer listed, on the grounds that 
these stamps "never served any postal purpose:" 

The Ukraine list has been re-arranged and West Ukraine has been separated from. Ukraine. The 
list for West Ukraine now includes the Roumanian Occupation of Kolomea. 

In Russia there have been many changes and, since this is the main interest of members of this 
Society, the more important ones will be considered in some detail. The main improvements are:-

1, revision of the Arms types on wove paper. }Jere the issues of 1909-12 are separated 
from the later issues of 1912-18. A very definite improvement. . . 

2. the workers' definitive types of 1929-57. These have been separated out into four 
sets: original issues 1929-31, same without watermark 1936-41, new designs 1«}39-43, 
change to litho 1945-57. There is also an improved listing of the small type definitives 
of 1948-57. These changes should make life much easier for many of us! 

3. the catalogue now distinguishes between the 12½ line and the 12 x 12½ comb perfor
ations. This adds a number of varieties from 1925 onwards. 

4. the Pioneers issue of 1936 (Nos. 721 to 726) has been rewritten to distinguish between 
the two perforations. It has long been known that some of these (e.g. 10k. perf. 11, 
mint) are very scarce indeed and this re-writing is much overdue. 
This chartge has also been .made for.Nos. 7l5 to 720. 

5. the Pushkin issue of ~937 (Nos. 728 to 733) has also been re-written, setting out the 
five perforation varieties and the two papers (ordinary and chalky). Again a most 
welcome improvement. 

6. many previously unlisted varieties have been added. An example of this is ·No. 964 
Type II, a very scarce stamp (described in our Journal inany years ago). 

As would be expected., there have been many changes in prices. As far as the Tsarist issues (Nos. 
l to 179) are concerned the changes are more apparent than real (e.g. S.G. 1 used from £50 to £55), 
barely keeping pace with the rapidly decreasing value of the pound. sterling. Other apparent increases 
are due to the change to a minimum price of 5p for a stamp. The 7 rouble (horizontally laid) and the 
3.50 rouble (vertically laid)-both quite scarce mint-appeat'·to be much undercatalogued. 

In the Soviet issues there have been some very real changes, such as the 3k. Lenin Mourning of 
1924 from £6 to £20 and the Stratosphere Disaster (Nos. 659 to 661) perf. 14 from £19.50 to £50. A 
particularly interesting period. is that covering the issues from 1949 to 1955. These issues have been very 
much undercatalogued in the past and it is good to see that the prices have now moved some way 
towards a recognition of the very real scarcity of the majority of them. Here the author's experience 
may be of some interest. Being short of two sets (mint) catalogued at about £1 each, he obtained 'want 
list' quotations from a number of dealers: The quotations ranged from £4.25 to £11.50 per set! The 
resultant shock led him to a 6-month investigation of prices in the U.K., U.S.A., and Russia for the 
issues from 1949.to 1955. The resulting conclusions were: . . 

( i) S. G:1970 prices for these issues were very much below market value 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 48 Page 31 



(ii) in mint condition some of the sets (e.g. Nos. 1647-8 and Nos. 1657-1664) are almost 
in the rarity class and at least as scarce as, say, the very good Anti-War set (673-677) 
of 1935. 

Even with the new Europe 3 prices, one would expect to pay three times S. G. for the two sets in (ii) 
above. Fortunate indeed. are those who have a complete mint collection of the 1949-55 issues! 

Looking to the future, the lists could be improved still further by distinguishing between perf. 
and imperf. (as has been done between p.11 and p:14, for example) in many of the Soviet issues. There 
is no evidence in Europe 3 that some (but not all!) of the imperf. sets are worth many times the corres
ponding perf. sets. 

To sum up, the new Europe 3 is an excellent catalogue and the editor and publishers are to be 
congratulated. In spite of the heavy costs of production (and the fear in the minds of some of us that 
rising costs, as has happened with the Sectionals, could 'kill' Europe 3) we must all hope for many future 
editions. 

W. G. K. 

PHILATELIA BALTICA. No. 52, May, 1972. Edited by Harry von Hofmann, 2 Hamburg 52, Postfach 

520566, West Germany. Journal of the "Latvian Study Circle" in the Association of German Philatelists. 
Annual subscription 16 D M (5.00 dollars U.S.). In German. 

No. 52 of this interesting publication is to hand. and is mainly cl.evoted to the reprint (in original 
form) of part of a 1767 publication by Gottlieb Friedrich Krebel listing the post roads, post stations, 
and distances, on the following routes: St. Peters burg - Moscow; St. Peters burg- Kronshtadt; St. Peters
burg - Viborg; Viborg- Swedish frontier; St. Petersburg- Narva; St. Petersburg- Riga; Narva - Revel; 
Riga - Pernau; Riga - Mitau; Mitau - Memel; Riga - Pskov - Novgorod; St. Petersburg - Pskov - Smol
ensk; St. Petersburg - Archangel; Moscow - Archangel; Moscow - Smolensk; Moscow - Kiev - Kaluga. 
As can be imagined. this is of the greatest use to students of pre-philatelic covers. 

JOURNAL OF THE ROSS/CA SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 82, and No 83, 1972 

Edited by Andrew Cronin, Box 806, Church Street Station, New York, NY. 10008, U.S.A. 

There are two issues of our U.S. contemporary to record. on this occasion, and our congratulat
ions to Editor Andy Cronin for keeping up the good work in such a splendid manner. 

No. 82 includes "Flown Mail from and. to the U.S.S.R." by Ray Hofmann which is a valuable 
listing, chronologically, of first flights, ancl. special flights covers in the author's collection. It covers 
the period 1922 to 1956 and is copiously illustrated, spanning some 19 pages of the Journal. Collectors 
of U.S.S.R. airmail items will want to read. this article. This is followed by "Outstanding Flights by 

. Soviet Airmen" by M. V. Vodopyanov, who is, incidentally, portrayed as one of the aviators on the 25k. 
value of the "Chelyuskin Rescue" set. Dr. R. J. Ceresa follows these aerophilatelic articles, by giving 
an analysis of American Relief Administration cards in his collection, and. Marcel Lamoureux also des
cribes an unusual card he holds. William T. Shinn Jnr. writes an add.end.um to a previous article by Mr. 
Cronin on the Ukrainian Zip-Code System, and there are further notes by D. B. Diamandiev, and the 
late Georg Eberle on Postmaster Provisionals. Other articles are concerned with "Rossica and Sovietica 
on Foreign Stamps"; "The 10½ x 12 Comb Perforation" (by A.. Cronin); comment!: on 1922-1923 !")ostal 
rates (by R. J. Ceresa); A 1923 Inflation cover (by Kurt Adler); the usual "Notes from Collectors" (includ
ing some nice ship items sent by John Lloyd); and Book Reviews (some interesting reports of U.S.S.R. 
publications are included). · · 

No. 83 commences with "News of the Society," and then gives the original of a Russian poem 
called "The Mail" by S. Ya Marshak (1887-1964), and its translation into English by Andy Cronin. Quite 
a pleasant little poem incidentally. Dr. R. J. Ceresa has further comments to make on American Relief 
Administration cards, and their postal rates, whilst Norman Epstein writes on forgeries of the Tambov
Tulinkova provisional of 1931, and the Slavyanskii Provisional Envelope of the same date. 

Kurt Adler and A. Cronin combine in an article on the Twenty-six Commissars from Baku, whilst 
D. B. Diamandiev writes a most interesting article of nine pages on "Postage Due Procedures in Russia 
and U.S.S.R." A refreshing article then follows on the postal history of Suvorov Atoll in the South 
Pacific, evidently named after the Russian-American Company's armed. ship 'Suvorov' which callecl. 
there on 17th September, 1814; the ship itself being named, of course, after General Suvorov, the famous 
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Russian General of_Catherine's times. R. Polchaninolf writes a most interesting article on the present 
whereabouts of Tiflis Town Post Stamps, raising some pertinent questions, which everyone keen on this 
fascinating issue will want to read. Rev. Leonard Tann writes about the lR. stamp 1910-1917, whilst 
Michael Rayhack gives some valuable notes on the South Russia Denikin stamps which were a pleasure 
to read, accompanied by some splendid. illustrations. Dr. C. de Stackelberg contributes a valuable 
article on the private mail stamp of the German-Baltic Committee of Petrograd 1918; whilst the Editorial 
Board write about "More Tarasoviana" (the famous W. Tarasov of Solombala, Archangel, whose stamp 
exchanges were so interesting to read about in an earlier "Rossica. "). Dr. G. Wember writes on Thematic 
topics; there is a translation of a 1918 article "The Mail by Air" by Pavils Kalnozols; more airmail notes 
by Ray Hofmann and P. J. Campbell; and "Notes from Collectors" including the unusual "Tiflis Extra 
Post" cover belonging to John Lloyd reproduced earlier in "Transcaucasia, Part One." Book Reviews 
complete an outstanding issue of Rossica, covering a multiplicity of collecting facets. Congratulations, 
Rossica!! 

"FILATELIYA S.S.S.R. 1972 (No. 6 June, No. 7 July, No. 8, Aug, No. 9, Sept., No. 10, Oct., No. 11, Nov., 
No. 12, Dec.). (In Russian). (Annual subscriptions may be booked for the equivalent of 4.20 dollars 
(U.S.) through Co/let's Holdings Ltd., Denington Estate, London Road, Wellingborough, Northants). 

In the seven issuc::s under review there is the usual . percentage of valuable articles on earlier 
Russian topics, though most of the space is taken up with items concerning modern issues, thematics, 
new issues, etc. No. 6, however, shines brightly with an article by V. Matevev and K. Berngard on the 
7k. Arms type and its differing types; and a reprint of a Kurt Adler and Andy Cronin article on Lenin 
definitives which originally appeared in Rossica. No. 7 offers a fine article on Russia Nos. 1-4 by B. 
Kaminskii on their circulation, varieties oLpaper, gum, ancl. of forgeries; and K. Alekseev and V. Lovat
chevskii contribute a further article on an early variety. K. Bemgard writes about 100 years of Russian 
postal stationery cards, and there are interesting notes by P. Nuromskii on an early catalogue of Soviet 
stamps published in Archangel in 1922 (?the indefatigable Tatasov again). No. 8 has a valuable article 
by N. Jakimovs on Riga pre-philatelic markings which we wish could have been more than two pages; 
Lithuanian airstamps and covers by K. Milvidas; No. 9 has an article by P. Mazur on the old "Soviet 
Philatelist," a report on the Paris-Moscow-Baku exhibition; and an interesting contribution, again by 
P. Mazur on Perforated Stamps (Perfins) both of Russia and elsewhere. No. 10 has useful notes on 
Belozersky Zemstvo stamps, and the arrangements for continuing the post in 1918 by Y. Rudnikov, and 
an article by E. Voikanskii on the rather well-known forgeries of Soviet Georgia definitives and famine 
relief issue. No. 11 has a short article on Varieties found on Soviet Tax Stamps by N. Livshitz and V. 
Chelishev, whilst the last issue (No. 12) for 1972, has some notes by M. Stepanenko on Soviet postal stat
ionery cards; a short article (unsigned) on St. Petersburg stamp booklets of 1909-13; and an article by 
P. Mazur on the use of the "Kerensky" stamps. 

FRANCE-U.R.S.S. PHILATELIE; LE TIMBRE SOVIETJQUE. No. 33 (New Series) 
Jan. 1972; No. 35 July, 1972. Official journal of the Cercle Philate/ique France-U.R.S.S., 8 rue de la 
Vrilliere, Paris 1er. (/11 French). 

No. 33 pays tribute to the late Ernst Krenke!, followed by the translation of an article by E. Voi
kanskii on the histor.y of the .post in Azerbaijan; new issues of U.S.S.R.; and a translation of the first 
portion of the article on Batum by P. T. Ashfordrecentlyreprintec:l.in B.J.R.P. No. 35 gives a report by 
M. Liphschutz on the Paris-Moscow-Baku exhibition, a further portion of the Batum article, and a most 
interesting piece of news from J. Vovin concerning the location of the dots cancellation 932 in the trun
cated triangle design which has beea identified as Stantsia KLUCHITSHI, Simbirsk government. 
Mr. Voikanskii's article on the post in Azerbaijan is continued, and there is a portion of an article by 
J. Plassard on a Frenchman (Etienne-Maurice Falconet) who lived in St. Petersburg in the mid-18th 
century. 

MEETING REPORTS 
The 119th meeting of the Society was held at the Shaftesbury Hotel, Monmouth Street, London, 

W.C.2 on Saturday, 13th May, 1972, at 2.30 p.m. In the absence of Mr. Bojanowicz, Mr. Droar was 
in the chair and there were also 13 members present. Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
Bojanowicz, Ashford, Handford, Kellaway, Baillie and Roberts. The minutes of the last meeting having 
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been made available to members, it was proposed and agreed that they be accepted as read. 
Hon. Secretary's Report. Mr. Lloyd confirmed that the Literary Trophy had been awarded to 

Dr. A. H. Wortman for his articles in Journals 45 and 46. Mr. Guy Rumeau, one of the Judges, com
menting that these articles brought to ineinbers a great deal of information and something new 
on Imperial Russia. 

The hon. secretary then told members it was now possible to confirm the dates for our meetings 
during the 1972-73 season by the last date of the current season. ~ The dates were as follows: 28thOctober, 
1972; 20th January, 1973; 17th March, 1973; 12th May, 1973. 

The 20th January would be reserved. for the A.G.M. and instead of the annual competition being 
held on this c:1.ate the Combined Members' Display would be held. _ The programmes to be arranged 
on the other three dates as soon as possible. 

The annual Competitions would, in future, be held on the date of the first meeting of the season, 
therefore, in September or October, 1973. The committee had decided in favour of this date instead 
of the date of the annual general meeting to allow for more time to study the entries and for easier appli
cation of new rules to be applied to future competitions. These would be made known to members 
some time after the forthcoming autumn meeting. 

Through their secretary Mr. J. Chudoba, the "Ro1>sika" committee and members send their kind
est regards ;lnd also congratulations to _ the Editor . on the .quality of o_ur Journal. 

Mr. Lioyd continued his report by saying how much interest in Russian Philately was on the 
increase, with a lot of correspondence being exchanged on the subject. Mr. J. Michelson, our member 
in Johannesburg has asked the secretary for a short history of B.S.R.P. for publication in the "South 
African Philatelist." He was endeavouring to promote Russian Philately in South Africa. 

The hon. secretary ended his report by asking that the following applicants for membership to 
B.S.R.P. be formally elected. 

MR. J. E. MARCOVITCH, 65-61, Saunders Street, Rego Park, N.Y. 11374, U.S.A. 
DR. P. G. GLEASON, 1160, Chili Avenue, Rochester, N.Y. 14624, U.S.A. 
MISS ELEVIA BUZZETTI, Via Pantelleria, 00141 Roma, Italy. 
Hon. Treasurer's Report. Mr. Joseph reported a very satisfactory financial position, with mem

bers' subscriptions coming along nicely. No problem regarding overdue subscriptions was anticipated 
this year. Journal No. 46 had been paid for, the cost being approx. £210. 

Exchange Packet Superintendent's Report. In his absence, the short report was read by the hon. 
secretary. In this Mr. Kellaway said that since the last meeting two packets, value £439 had been put 
into circulation. 

Research Superintendent's Report. Dr. Ceresa told members present that all new members have 
received details of research group activities. The Ukraine Study group has had meetings in London, 
and requires assistance of other B.S.R.P. members with Ukraine forgeries in quantity. A new listing of 
Civil War "provisionals" was in preparation. 

Journal. In his absence, Mr. Lloyd read a short report from Mr. Ashford. This was to say 
that work was proceeding on preparing the material and illustrations for the printer, for Journal No. 47. 
The Editor has more than enough material for this issue. 

Librarian's -Report. Mr. Joseph said that first of all, on behalf of the Society he would Hke to 
thank Mr. C. W. Roberts for this gift to the Library of two copies.of the notes of his display of Ukraine, 
to the Royal Society. Mr. Roberts has a few copies to spare, if any member wished to obtain a copy, a 
5p stamp to cover postage would be all that was necessary. 

Latest additions to the Library 
"T.P.O." magazines and Journals of Chinese Philately (via Mr. Ashford). 
The latest copies of "The London Philatelist." 
"The Guide to the Great Siberian Railway" by A. Dmitriev-Mamonov 1900 at a cost of £4.08, 

with grateful thanks to Mr. D. Mushlin for his help in obtaining this book. 
Higgins & Gage "Priced Catalogue of Postal Stationery of the, World." Sections E. F. L. aml. R, 

cost £5.10. 
"Les Diverses Emissions de la Legion Tcheque en Siberie" by R. Richet, cost £0.58. 
Other additions were a 1968 Cat. of Mongolian stamps. 
The new Library list and Journal ludex are being prepared and it is hoped they will be completed 

within the next three months. The estimated cost was in the region of £60. 
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The Literary Trophy. This award was to have been presented to Dr. Wortman at this meeting. 
Unfortunately Dr. Ceresa reports damage to the base of this trophy, discovered only on the morning of 
the meeting. It has been decided that repairs should be effected before the Cup was presented. 

Posnan 1973 International Philatelic Exhibition. The hon. secretary announced that our Vice
President, Mr. Droar, has been nominated the Commissioner for Great Britain to this exhibition. 

There being no other business the meeting was closed. 
Dr. R. Casey then displayed his collection of Russian Ship and Railway Covers, approx. 200 sheets. 

and members were treated. to the sight of many rarities. 
The meeting was formally closed with a vote of thanks by Mr. Droar. 
The 120th meeting of the Society was held at the Shaftesbury Hotel, Monmouth Street, London, 

W.C. 2 on Saturday, 28th October, 1972. 
In the absence of Mr. Bojanowicz, our President, who was abroad, Mr. A. Droar was in the chair, 

with fourteen other members present. Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. Bojanowicz, 
Handford. and Ashford, and Ors. Ceresa and Casey. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated to members, it was proposed and agreed 
that they be accepted as read Arising from these minutes, Mr. Lloyd made it known that the Literary 
Trophy had now been repaired and presented to Dr. Wortman. Our thanks to Mr. Mushlin for having 
so kindly dealt with this contretemps. 

With mention of new rules regarding the award of the Stibbe Rose Bowl, in the minutes of the 
last meeting, the hon. secretary wished to mention that he proposed to set these out at the end of the 
report. 

In his· report, the hon. secretar-y said• that applications for membership were reaching him every 
week or so. 

The programme for 1973, is now as follows: 20th January, 1973, Annual General Meeting and 
a combined display by members of the "Soviet Definitives." The meeting on 17th March should have 
been devotee.!. to a talk and display of "Russian Rural Stamps and Posts (Zemstvos) by Capt. B. J. Rogers
Tillstone. Unfortunately, illness after a serious operation has led him to ask to be excused with very 
much regret on his part. · The 12th May meeting was to be: A symposium led by Mr. Denis Vandervelde, 
on routes, transit and forwarding marks on Russian mail. All are invited to bring along material of 
this nature. 

The hon. secretary then asked that the following successful applicants for membership be for-
mally elected: 

G. S. KERYCZYNSKI, 7577, de Lorimier Ave, Montreal 329, Quebec, Canada. 
R. M. THOMPSON, 960, N.E. 91st Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97220, U.S.A. 
S. FURSSEDOWN, 79, Hoppers Road, Winchmore Hill, London, N.21. 
A . . ILLINSKY, 28, Rue Manoury, 92270, Bois-Colom~s, France. 
RIMMA SKLAREVSKI, 34, Wilfred Court, Towson, Md. 21204, U.S.A. 
R.H. STEVENS, 1, Martindale Road, Hounslow, Middx., TW4 7EW. 
R. N. CATER, 280, Tuddenham Road, Ipswich, Suffolk. 
GEO. SOUTH, o.B.E., 46, Devonshire Road, Sutton, Surrey. 
The Hon. Treasurer's Report. Mr: Joseph said the change . of Auditor had become necessary 

due to personal circumstances of Mr. Watson. A new Auditor had been agreed to, being Mr. Davies, 
known personally to Mr. Joseph. The 1971 accounts are now in for audit should be completed very 
shortly when Mr.· Davies returns from holiday. 

The present financial position is satisfactory; Bank balance stands at £500, but two Journals are 
yet to be paid for. 

V.A.T. The hon. treasurer told members "because our income is below £5,000 per year we are 
not a 'Taxable Person' and, therefore, do not have to charge V.A.T. to members.' However, V.A.T. 
may be payable on mounting bills, a further check has yet to be made." 

The Exchange Packet Superintendent's Report. Mr. Kellaway, in his report, told members that 
since May, five packets had gone into circulation, total value £1,360. Now that registration of parcels. 
is no longer possible, members are asked to forward packets by the new C. F. Post with a fee of 20p. 

The Journal. In Mr. Ashford's absence Mr. Lloyd read the Editor's report. He regretted very 
much the delay in publishing Journal 47, which should have appeared in July. However, we are assured 
that it will be the thickest Journal yet, featuring some excellent material. No. 48, for which the Editor 
has more than enough material, will go to the printers immediately No. 47 becomes available. 
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The editor is very pleased to report that our Journal was awarded the Col. Webb Memorial 
Trophy for Philatelic Literature, as well as a Silver Medal, in the British Philatelic Exhibition 1972 at 
Seymour Hall. The award was particularly gratifying since it is not restricted to Society Journals. 

It is also pleasing to mention that the Handbook on the Postal History of Transcaucasia won a 
Silver Medal in the Literature Class (equal to the highest award in the non-professional Class). 

Research Packet Superintendent's Report. In Dr. Ceresa's absence. Mr. Lloyd read his short 
report: .. . 

Three Research Circulars were in circulation:-
1. The Savings Bank issues of the R.S.F.S.R. (circulated to five members to date). 
2. Ukraine forgeries (circulated to two members). 
3. N. W. Army forgeries (still with first member). 

Two other Circulars are in preparation. 
4. Rouble surcharges of Kharkov (five handstamps la, 1 b, lla, 11 b, and 111, each of five cliches 

and identification of 15 different forgeries). 
5. Transcaucasia forgeries (excluding Z, framed Z and monogram surcharges). 
If anyone interested in receiving any of these research circulars, who has not already made known 

to Dr. Ceresa his interest, should contact him as soon as possible, to be included in the circulation list . 
.. Congratulations to Dr. Ceresa for his excellent entries at B.P.E . . this year, for which he was 

awarded a Silver Gilt medal arid a Silver medal, for the Kharkhov Rouble surcharges and the Postmaster 
Provisionals. 

The Librarian's Report. Mr. Joseph read his report and first of all wished to thank Mr. Ash
ford for this copy of "Transcaucasia", donated to the ,Library and also Societies _for their e;,ccvanges. 

He continued with a request to buy certain books for the Library after which he said that the 
final draft of the Library list is now being typed ready for duplicating. The Journal index is still in pro
gress and it is hoped to produce it before the end of the year or early in 1973. 

Mr. Droar thanked Mr. Joseph for his report, but due to shortage of time no discussion took place 
and no · proposals were adopted. 

After the business of the meeting, Mr. Droar gave a display of "Imperial Russian Postal His
tory." Members enjoyed looking at some wonderful and indeed rare material. In his vote of thanks 
to Mr. Droar, Dr. Wortman pointed out some of the choicest morsels, items of interest and rarity. All 
present agreed that it had _ been a most interesting display. 

· RULES FOR THE AW ARD OF THE STIBBE ROSE BOWL 
The entry shall consist of not more than twelve sheets. 
Every entry shall be accompanied by a written paper not exceeding 500 words describing the 

entry and explaining in detail the original research carried out. Such paper to be read by or on behalf of the 
exhibitor at the meeting. All papers shall be made available to the Editor of the Society's Journal for 
publication. 

After each paper has been read, comments from members present as to the accuracy of the state
ments and the originality of the research claimed shall be invited by the Chairman. 

Every member present, •including exhibitors, shall- vote by ballot for the award of the Rose Bowl 
and for the runner-up. · · · 
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