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EARLY ISSUES OF VELIZAVETGRAD (GOVT. KHERSON) 

Theodore Lavrotf 

INTRODUCTION 

It is remarkable how much help a student of Russian Zemstvo stamps may derive from a rudi
mentary knowledge of the various printing methods employed in the production of these stamps. 

Combined with some power of observation and logical inference, such a knowledge should enable 
the student to spot and adjust data even of long standing hitherto regarded as finally and irrevocably 
established. By this means it is also possible to discern a number of cases where copies, emanating 
from abnormal printings, presentation sheets, proofs and reprints found their way into catalogues and 
were listed as specimens of regular and, in the main, scarce issues. 

Some years ago I fostered the idea of publishing the outcome of some research work conducted 
on special and hitherto discarded lines. As time went on, however, the number of new revelations 
steadily grew and consequently delayed the contemplated publication. On the basis of results thus 
obtained it was possible to select reliable ways and means which when made public, would be of assist
ance to present and future research workers. 

I would have preferred to contribute a more complete treatise adequately illustrated, but in view 
of present-day economic restrictions and the difficulty of obtaining decent photographic reproductions, 
I have to confine myself to a less pretentious effort. 

For certain reasons, however, I deem it inadvisable to delay any further the publication of at 
least a small part of the results achieved, as otherwise only a few collector-friends here in England, with 
whom I had the privilege and pleasure of frequent contacts, would seem to be fragmentarily informed. 

By far the greater part of all the numerous Zemstvo issues was produced by lithography. Before 
outlining the basic phases of this method of printing let us recall to mind the principles of the litho
graphic process contemporary with the early issues of Zemstvo stamps by quoting once more an oft
quoted excerpt from page 28 of "Abridgments of the Specifications Relating to Printing, London 1859." 

The process depends on certain qualities possessed by limestone, the surface of which is grained 
or polished smooth. These properties are summed up thus: 

l. A drawing made upon it (or transferred to it) with greasy ink adheres so strongly 
as to require mechanical force to remove it. 

2. Those parts of the surface left of drawing receive, retain and absorb water. 
3. A roller or other instrument covered with greasy ink, being applied to the printing 

surface, when inked and wetted, the ink will attach itself only to the drawn parts and 
will be repelled from the wetted parts. 

It is worth while to follow closely the various stages of preliminary work involved in building up 
the printing plate of each individual issue. There are different ways of achieving similar results, but 
each series of accessory methods leaves its characteristic traces and the recognition of same is of the 
utmost importance to the student. 

It is also highly commendable to explain every new aspect by means of ocular demonstration 
of relevant samples. Any preconceived notions or ideas are thus permanently .effaced, the argument 
becomes more lucid and leaves a correct and lasting impression on the student's mind. 

To comply with the task set before us, let us. start with the study of lithographed sheets built up 
from single transfers and select the early circular-shaped issues of YELIZAVETGRAD (Govt. 
KHERSON) as the subject of our investigation. · 

These issues are of peculiar interest for our purpose since a good deal of confusion characterises 
the listing of their repeated printings in various catalogues. Indeed, no other material seems better 
suited to prove the usefulness of a more conscious approach to research work based on hitherto insuffi
ciently studied facts proper to lithographic printing. Sheets of such issues were simply described as 
"having no types" and consequently they were hardly, if ever, studied. A study of this nature seems 
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-even more complicated where two or more printings of the same design and similar colours are con
cerned. In such cases old-time collectors were content to restrict their observation to shades of colour 
-only and this, as everybody will agree, is always open to dispute. 

Prominent recorders of by-gone days, like Moens (pronounced Moons) to whom we owe the 
-early listing of Zemstvo issues, certainly could not extend their data beyond information furnished by 
their correspondents, i.e. the same old-time collectors. All later catalogues were partly based on Moens' 
'listing and so we find everywhere, without exception, the same mention of colour shades as the only 
means of discerning the different printings of the 10 kop. and 20 kop. values of the early issues of Yeliza
vetgrad. Our study establishes indisputable identification marks of the various printings · independent 
of any shades of colour. 

Preliminary work involved in preparation of the printing plates for the early issues of Yelizavetgrad 

The design of the stamp was drawn in special greasy ink on paper coated with a soluble mixture 
of gelatine. When damped, laid down on the stone and put through the press, the drawing was com
pletely taken off the paper and transferred to the stone, where it appeared in reverse (Germ. "im Spiegel
bild," i.e. "as reflected by a mirror"). From this "primary stone" (Germ. "Urstein," or "Hilfsstein" 
French, "matrice report") showing a lone subject only, enough pulls were taken to build up the intended 
number of stamps on the sheet. These pulls, done on likewise gelatine-coated paper ("transfer-paper"), 
were then trimmed to the exact size required and mounted in due alignment horizontally and vertically 
on a sheet of ordinary paper. The whole sheet of mounted pulls was again wetted and retransferred 
in toto to the final printing stone, where the drawings once again appeared in reverse as needed for the 
actual printing. Treatment with a weak solution of acid fixed the drawings, neutralised the soluble 
components of the ink and cleansed the whole surface of the printing stone free from drawings. Each 
stage of the procedure described left peculiar individual marks traceable on the final print, thus assisting 
the investigator in defining varieties and the chronological order of successive printings. 

Although all the pulls were taken from the same lone subject of the primary stone, everyone of 
them shows more or less conspicuous flaws which differentiate them, however slightly, from each other 
and renders it possible to locate the position of each individual transfer on the sheet itself (plating). 

The trimming of the pulls provides another means of identification, as this was done by hand and 
there are no two pulls trimmed exactly alike. The thin lines of the rectangular frame, enclosing the 
circular shaped design of the stamp, are sometimes found intact; more often they are cut away partly 
or completely on one or more sides and the design itself is more or less cut into in one or more places. 
All these features can be traced on the final printed sheet, which actually shows a number of varieties 
equal to the number of subjects 'on the sheet. 

The large printing stone represented a costly implement and, after completion of the quantity 
of sheets ordered, the printing plate had to be freshly ground, polished and put to use for other current 
work. Consequently, when need arose to produce another printing of the same design, recourse had 
to be made once again to the lone subject of the primary stone of the first printing, the only relic left 
over from the initial work, but absolutely serviceable when duly preserved. As a rule small broken 
bits were used for such primary stones. The printers could afford to leave them intact and to store 
them away. But however carefully preserved, such a primary stone, when put to use for a second time, 
was bound to show additional flaws or marks not traceable on sheets of the first printing. As the whole 
series of preliminary work had to be done afresh-the trimming and spacing also differed. Signs of 
deterioration of the primary stone itself and the increased number of constant flaws enable one to deter
mine the correct chronological order of successive printings. 

Although our study concerns chiefly the 10 kop. and 20 kop. values, it may be appropriate for 
the sake of completeness to include in our survey also the other few remaining circular shaped denomin
ations, the more as some additional new observation will ·thus be brought to general knowledge. 

This article was already in the hands of the printers when it became evident that our initial intention 
to reproduce complete sheets of stamps by means of line-blocks could not be carried out. 

Thus, being restricted to the use of half-tone blocks, we had to be satisfied with the reproduction of 
single copies only but duly enlarged for the purpose of demonstrating at least some of the identification 
marks. 
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Only four original drawings were prepared to serve the purpose of producing all the values of 
the circular shaped issues. They were of similar design but varied in size. 

To determine the exact number of repeated printings and their identification marks it seems. 
advisable to deal with each of the four designs separately. 

THE LARGE 5 KOP. DESIGN 

Schmidt Nr. 1, Chuchin Nr. 1. 
Carmine on mauve. 
First listing: "Stamp Collector's Magazine," 

1871. Vol. IX, page 97. 
"Le Timbre Poste," 
Nr. 103, July 1871. 

Description: 
The design shows two pillars connected by an arch. On each side of the archway a sheaf of 

corn with scythe and quill pen entwined. A book, standing on edge in front of the archway, bears the 
title "Statute of the Zemstvo Institutions." The whole design is surrounded by a wide solid circle with 
colourless lettering "Y elizavetgrad District/Zemstvo Postage Stamp." The inscription in the central 
double-lined circle reads "Stamp/Zemstvo Post." The coloured paper used is very sensitive to both 
light and moisture and this accounts for discoloured copies, which in the early days of recording were 
erroneously listed as paper varieties. 

In the autumn of 1871 the postage rate for a letter was raised from 5 kop. to 10 kop. and from 
then on two stamps had to be used to cover the increased postage. Scarcity of material does not permit 
of a more detailed study being made. 

Schmidt records only single copies, the earliest date of cancellation being the 14th July, 1870 .. 
However the material recently examined includes also two horizontal pairs, i.e.: 

A pair cancelled in M.S. with name of place and date of posting "VITYAZEVKA, 14th 
July, 1870," the stamp on the right partly skinned. 

A severed and rejoined pair, tied with an impression of an official seal. 
A single copy, cancelled in ink "24th May." 

The pair cancelled in ink shows a fragment of an adjoining stamp on the left, hence the conclusion that 
the horizontal rows of the printing plate were formed by at least three subjects. Contrast photographs. 
in natural size of samples of this issue could be of great help to advance further study. 

Whereas the primary stones of all the other circular shaped issues were put to use for repeated 
printings-the large 5 kop. design was applied only once. 

THE SMALL 5 KOP. DESIGN 

Design similar to the previous issue, but less elaborate and reduced in size measuring in diameter 
23!, resp. 24½ x 24½. 

The primary stone of this design was put to use ~t various periods to produce the following four 
issues: 

5 kop. green, 1st printing. 
5 kop. green, 2nd printing. 
2 kop. black, 1st printing. 
2 kop. black, 2nd printing. · 

And our survey will follow in the same ordet. 

1872. 5 kop. green, first printing 

Schmidt Nr. 2, Chuchin Nr. 2. 
First listing: "Le Timbre Poste," 

Nr. 115, July 1872. 

Schmidt's assumption that the lay-out of the sheets was probably 4 x 7 subjects, proved to be 
correct. Two large blocks of 4 x 4 each, one with margins on three sides, the other having no margins 
at all, permitted the reconstruction of a sheet by superimposing the fourth horizontal rows, which show 
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a prominent plate flaw on the sixteenth stamp, i.e., a colourless blot joined to the shielc!. All the 28 
varieties of the primary pulls could be defined on the basis of minor plate flaws. 

Gum and texture of paper vary considerably in this printing and the green colour shows a wide 
range of shades from deep green to light yellow-green. 

As already mentioned neither collectors nor students ever cared to plate odd copies pertaining 
to issues built up from single pulls, as they did not show any recurrence of "transfer-types." Plating 
of such varieties was considered to be much too tedious a job and without practical value. 

This attitude, however prevalent, is nevertheless somewhat pernicious since plating has repeatedly 
led to new discoveries of the most varied kind. And in our present case the results of such plating 
attempts once more confirm the importance of this integral part of research work. Apart from the two 
large blocks already mentioned, there were also 63 odd copies, including some pairs, all emanating from 
a late dealer's stock. Jt was easy, by plating, to locate the position of 40 copies, leaving 23 copies the 
position of which could not be identified. These 23 copies had peculiar features in common, which 
were present neither on specimens of the reconstructed sheet, nor on the plated 40 copies, thus proving 
that another later printing was in existence although hitherto not listed. 

187?. 5 kop. green, second printing 

Nr. la. Nowhere yet listed arid here described for the first time. 

As mentioned before only 23 copies became available which indicated the existence of another 
hitherto unrecorded printing pertaining to a later date. The reused primary stone of the first printing 
reveals already some signs of deterioration thus adding constant flaws, which make it easy to separate 
single copies of the two printings from each other. It will suffice to name a few identification marks : 

The blade of the scythe on the left is thin in the first printing, an additional line in the 
second printing makes it appear broken. 

Gradual thickening of the circular line surrounding the central inscription has an addi
tional abrupt swelling below letter "M" of "ZEMCK" in the second printing. 

Background of eagle clearly dotted in the first printing. In the second printing sceptre 
and orb of the eagle seem to rest on some kind of incomplete line. 

Collectors, who may not be in possession of specimens of the second printing, will find the same features 
repeated in the early printing of the next 2 kop. value. 

There were in all 7 horizontal pairs and 9 singles of the second printing of the 5 kop. green, all 
emanating from the same source and partly pertaining to the same sheet as it was possible ·to rejoin some 
severed items, the outcome of which eventually produced: 

One horizontal strip of four; two blocks of four each; two horizontal pairs; seven singles. 
But even this scanty material enables us to draw a few positive conclusions : 

At least four subjects formed the horizontal rows. 
Except for three copies, all the other twenty represented plate varieties and this leads to 

the assumption that the Jatter belong to the same sheet, which was, therefore, built 
up of at least five horizontal rows, or possibly even seven rows, similar to the earlier 
printing. 

The second printing appears to be contemporary with the first printing of the black 2 kop. 
value where all the above-mentioned flaws are repeated. 

1875. 2 kop. black, first printing 
Schmidt Nr. 3. Chuchin Nr. 3. 
First listing: "Le Timbre Poste," 

Nr. 156, December 1875. 

No special drawing was prepared for this issue as the primary stone of the small 5 kop. value was 
used, revealing the already described signs of deterioration at the time of the second printing of the 5 
kop. value in green. Twelve pulls were taken to construct a printing plate of 3 x 4=12 subjects. 

To convert the 5 kop. transfers into 2 kop. values, · the top figure "5" was erased and a partly 
blank space left; the figures on the tablets were removed and a new figure "2" substituted. The Russian 
word at the top of the left-hand pillar, meaning "five," was, however, left untouched. The alterations 
described were done on each pull separately and, therefore, twelve types resulted. Remaining traces of 
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the erased parts and the varying position of the newly inserted figure "2" are of assistance in plating 
single copies. 

1875. 2 kop. black, first printing 

Schmidt Nr. 8, Chuchin Nr. 8. 
First listing: "Le Timbre Poste." 

Nr. 170, February 1877. 

A new printing plate was prepared and here again the same primary stone of the small sized 5 
kop. value was applied, but at a later date, as an additional flaw can be observed, namely a small dot 
above the letter "P" of the word "MAPKA" in the centre. 

Once again all alterations were done in the same manner as for the previous issue, except for the 
top figure "5" which in this case was not erased but obliterated by a row of vertical bars, giving the appear
ance of a black patch. The sheets consisted of 3 x 4 subjects representing the twelve types. After this 
issue no further use was ever made of the 5 kop. primary stone. 

In consequence of certain circumstances which came to light during our study of the 10 kop. 
and 20 kop. values, it seems advisable to regard the issues numbered "2a" and "8" as still in need of 
additional investigation. 

THE 10 KOP. AND 20 KOP. DES[GNS 

PRELIMINARY 

Two new drawings were prepared, one for each of the two values. Both designs are similar 
to that of the green 5 kop. value but more crudely drawn and differing in every detail. The colourless 
lettering in the outer solid double circle is of a rather scratchy appearance and badly spaced. The 10 
kop. design shows the word "YELIZA VETG (R) AD" mis-spelled by omitting the letter "R." The 10 
kop. design measures 26 mm., the 20 kop. 25 mm. -, 

. It can be taken for granted that both original drawings of the two values were transferred to the 
saine primary stone, where they appeared either side by side or one beneath the other, thus facilitating 
further work and saving material. Consequently the pulls, taken from such a combined or twin-primary 
stone of se-tenant pairs, had to be separated and trimmed for mounting on two different sheets of paper, 
one for each value, before transferring them in bulk to the two separate printing plates. This was done 
simultaneously for both plates. By some mistake, when handling the sixth se-tenant pair, the operator 
interchanged the two severed parts of the twin-pull, placing the 10 kop. value on the 20 kop. sheet and 
vice versa. This explains the otherwise rather queer coincid~nce of the errnrs appearing on the sixth 
square in both cases, The mistake was not discovered until the printing of the blue 20 kop. sheets was 
already completed, whereas the printing of the red 10 kop. value had not yet started at that time. The 
printer was able to erase the 20 kop. design from the lO kop. plate before proceeding to further work 
and this originated the blank space on sheets of the 10 k. value, where only faint traces of the removed 
design may be detected. The blue 10 kop. error in the already completed 20 kop. sheets was removed 
by the simple process of cutting out the sixth square before delivery. 

Only two sheets are known to have dodged the operator's scissors in so far as they were laying 
the other way round, thus losing their seventh square, a regular 20 kop. stamp, but retaining their sixth 
square with the rare blue lO kop. error intact.· More information respecting this error will follow later. 

Collectors should not be confused neither by the wide range of shades nor by the varying intensity 
of the tint of the paper mentioned in some catalogues. Both features are of a quite unintentional nature 
due· solely to technical shortcomings. Correct appliance of the roller re;iuired skilled craftsmanship 
to avoid uneven inking. Consequently the varying intensity of colour shades, even on the same sheet, 
is mainly due to lack of experience. Old time catalogue list stamps on white paper as errors; Schmidt 
refers to the influence of light. Acutally, however, through insufficient "fixing" of the drawings on 
the printing plate, the soap (sodium and tallow) contained in the lithographic ink may be not entirely 
neutralised and therefore liable to dissolve partly when coming into contact with water applied to satur
ate the stone. This causes the appearance of a slight film of colour on the printed sheets, which usually 
becomes gradually fainter and vanishes altogether with the advance of work. Obviously the colour 
of such a film can only be a very light shade of the ink used. 
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All catalogues list several issues of the JO kop. and 20 kop. design. The valuation of the first 
or, let us say, the original printing of both values seems very moderate and such copies may be found 
in every average collection. But very few specimens are known of the later or repeated printings, all of 
which are classified as rarities. 

ORIGINAL PRINTING 

1875. 10 kop. red 
Schmidt Nr. 4, Chuchin Nrs. 4 and 5 
First listing: "Le Timbre Poste," No. 156, Dec. 1875. 

It is easy to discern copies pertaining to the original printing by an unfailing identification mark 
which so far escaped due attention and has not hitherto been mentioned. It is the absence of a coloured 
speck between the solid and thin outer circles below the letter "A" of "ZEMSKA YA," whereas this 
.flaw is invariably present in all copies of the repeated printings. Ample material, which became avail
able and included also a few sheets, made it possible to complete the study of this first printing in every 
<letail. Space does not permit a full description of all identification marks of everyone of the eleven 
subjects on the sheet, but perhaps the details given later may enable the collector to identify his copies 
and to work out his own descriptions. 

Trimming, alignment and printing testify to the rather unprofessional manner in which this work 
was conducted. A more careful trimming could have been achieved if the frame-line on the left hand 
side of the pulls would have been cut away whilst leaving sufficient space to avoid injury to the circle, 
whereas the right hand frame-line appearing tangential could not have been cut away without touching 
·the circle. It seems as if the squares of the sheet of paper, on which the pulls were assembled, were 
-either not wide enough or even the paper was not ruled into squares at all. In all probability the mount
ing was done by eyesight only and consquently patchwork resulted. It is quite impossible to cut out a 
.single copy without touching the adjacent one. Further, it is conceivable that the area of the printing 
plate or the small-sized bits of paper, which were used for the printing, might have compelled the printer 
to arrange the subjects on the plate as narrowly as possible. On the other hand, however, these defects 
provide exclusive facilities for the correct plating of every copy. 

Everyone of the eleven subjects on the sheet has the W-side of the circle intact, but only three of 
them retain a complete circle, i.e., those of the 3rd, 10th and 12th squares, whereas all the others are 
<:ut into from one, two or three sides, as shown hereunder: 

Square - - 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Circle complete t t t 
N. Top cut t 
E. Right cut t t t t t t 
S. Bot. cut + t t t + t 

or 
Circle. 

Complete - Squares 3, 10 12 
E cut 2, 11 
s cut 7, 9 
E&S cut ,, l, 4, 8 
N, E & S cut ,, 5 

to whichever schedule the collector may choose to plate his copies. 

1875. 20 kop. blue 
Schmidt Nr. 5 Chuchin Nr. 7. 
First listing "Le Timbre Poste," Nr. 156, Dec. 1875. 
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Copies of the original printing differ from those of the repeated printing by the absence of a smalI 
coloured speck between circle and left hand emblem, an identification mark which is always present in 
copies of the "repeated printings." ·. 
· As we know, the printing plate was prepared simultaneously with the one for the 10 kop. value 
and the same techincal deficiency is manifest here, i.e. , narrow spacing; Jack of precision in a lignment 
and injury to the circle by trimming. 

The sheets were laid out in four horizontal rows of three subjects each, displaying eleven varieties 
of the 20 kop. value and the erroneously inserted l O kop. value, which as already mentioned, was eventu
ally cut out by the printers before delivery. It is to this blue 10 kop. error, which in the course of our 
investigation produced a discovery of far-reaching importance, that we shall devote a special chapter 
after completion of our study of the "repeated. printings.' ' 

I. 
.E 
4. 
E 
7. 
E 
10. 
E 

2. 
E 
5. 
E 
8. 
C 
11. 
C 

3. 
C 
6. 

10k 
9 
C 
12. 
C 

Of eleven subjects of the 20 kop. value-:--five specimens show a complete outer circle (marked 
" C"), i.e., squares 3, 8, 9, 11 and 12, whereas tlie· remaining six are cut into from the East (marked "E") 
The illustration shows a complete sheet 3 x 4 minus the blue 10 kop. error and an additional reproduction 
of the third vertical row with the same error intact. Collectors should find it easy to· plate their copies 
correctly on the basis of minor flaws peculiar to each subject on the sheet. 

With all the garnered information fresh in mind, we are duly equipped to approach the most vital 
part of our study and to examine the repeated printings of the 10 kop. and the 20 kop. designs, for which 
purpose the primary twin-stones: of both designs were put intq use on several occasions. · Further, an 
additional new 5 kop. value made its appearance, for the production of which duly adjusted pulls of the 
same 20 kop. design were applied . . The information supplied by catalogues differs substantially in 
regard to the number of repeated printings and it seems appropriate to adhere to Schmidt's more com
plete data and to compare same with those of Moens and Chuchin. For convenience sake we will deal 
with the various specimens collectively under the heading "Repeated Printings," as they have much in 
common and in more than one respect. For the time being let us.first stress a few cfo1ractcristic points: 

The description in all catalogues refers to shades 'c,f colour as the sole and decisive means 
of identification, thus · confirming that · no special study was ever attempted and no 
other peculiarities ever established. . 

All specimens of this order are· scarce and, being known in small numbers only, command 
high catalogue valuations. . 

.. With the exception of the 20 kop. design converted into 5 kop. values, no other specimens 
of the repeated printings are known to exist.in pairs or blocks. 

THE REPEATED PRINTINGS 

Design of the 10 Kop. Value 

Schmidt lists two repeated printings, i.e.: 
187? Nr. 6 lilac-rose RRR (5 copies known). 
1876 Nr. 10 red-brown R (20 copies known). 

Chuchin enumerates three repeated printings: 
1875 Nr. 5a rose-red, priced 10 roubles. 
1875 Nr. 5b lilac-red, priced 10 roubles. 
1876/8 Nr._ 11 red-brown on thin paper, marked R. 

Moens refers to one repeated printing only: 
1876 Nr .. 5115 brick-red. 
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The identification mark previously mentioned (dot between letter "A" and thin outer circle on 
the left) though hitherto not recorded, enables us to discern without fail any copies pertaining to the 
repeated printings, independently of colour shades. The discrepancy in the number of repeated 
printings cited by the above catalogues and the small number of samples known, compel us to regard 
the scanty information proffered by all catalogues as not very convincing, especially as we have to bear 
in mind the wide range of shades displayed by stamps of the original printing, which in some instances 
are apt to mislead anybody relying solely on a colour test. 

So far our contribution to the task of establishing the possible number of repeated printings of 
the 10 kop. value must be limited to a description of the few specimens we have examined. There were 
in all seven copies with the "dot-mark," which permitted separation into two groups. i.e.: 

The earlier of the repeated printings on thin paper, listed
by Schmidt as 1876 Nr. 10 red-brown; 
by Chuchin as 1876/8 Nr. 11 red-brown; 
by Moens as 1876 Nr. 5115 brick-red. 

The later of the repeated printings on wide-meshed wove paper, listed
by Schmidt 187? Nr. 6 lilac-rose; 
by Chuchin 1875 Nr. 5a rose-red; 

Nr. 5b lilac-red. 
Five of our copies were on thin paper and only two on wide-meshed wove paper. 

We had to amend the chronological order referred to by Schmidt and Chuchin, as the two copies 
on wide-meshed paper revealed additional flaws and it may suffice to mention a slight coloured scratch 
between the letters "MCK" and the thin outer circle. These two copies, produced simultaneously by 
the same stone, greatly differed from each other as to shade, one being rose-red, the other of a lilac
rose hue. Obviously this feature induced Chuchin to list the two shades of Nr. 5a and 5b. 

Only further co-ordinated examination of available specimens in collaboration with the widest 
possible circle of collectors could provide better opportunities to tackle this question successfully and. 
perhaps, permit the reconstruction of some portion of a sheet. 

Design of the 20 Kop. Value 

Schmidt lists two repeated printings of the 20 kop. denomination: 
187? Nr. 7 grey-blue (7 copies known) RRR; 
1876 Nr. 11 light blue (7 copies known) RRR 

and two printings of a new 5 kop. value, produced by using pulls taken from the primary stone of the 
20 kop. design duly altered, i.e.: 

1876 Nr. 9, 5 kop. yellow-green (8 copies known) RRR; 
1878 Nr. 12, 5 kop. yellow-green (19 copies known) R; the latter on vertically laid paper. 

Neither Chuchin nor Moens mention any repeated printings of the 20 kop. value, but both 
catalogues list two issues of the converted 5 kop. stamp. 

1876. Schmidt Nr. 11. 20 kop. light blue 

These · specimens represent· the earlier of the two repeated printings as proved by the absence of 
additional flaws peculiar to the later printing of Schmidt Nr. 7 in grey-blue. We have already mentioned 
the identification mark of this printing (S.11), namely a coloured speck between circle and left-hand 
emblem. Only three copies became available for our study. The rather thin wove paper is similar 
to that of the 10 kop., Schmidt 10. A further mark is.a very faint coloured trace of a wrinkled fibril 
between solid and outer thin circle exactly below letter "K" of the word "ZEMSKA YA," · The letters 
beneath the numeral "20" are slightly retouched, hence the serifs of the abbreviated "KOP," are more 
pronounced. 

1872 Schmidt Nr. 7. 20 kop. grey-blue 

Copies of this later of the repeated printings can be easily recognised by additional flaws and some 
damage suffered by the primary stone, as well as by the loss of some of the fainter details of the design 
present in copies of the earlier printing. The most prominent mark is a heavy coloured scratch at the 
top of the circle above the letters "CK" of the colourless inscription. Apart from the "dot flaw" of 
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the previous printing there are more coloured specks to be seen, notably at the top of the handle of the 
scythe, between left sheaf and scythe, etc., etc. On the other· hand the hatching of the background of 
both numerals "20" is practically missing and so are the retouched serifs of the previous printing. All 
four copies examined were printed on the same wide meshed wove paper as used for the red 10 kop. 
of Schmidt Nr. 6. And here again it would be most helpful if collectors could be induced to supply 
any details concerning copies in their collections. 

1876. 5 kop. yellow-green 
Schmidt Nr. 9 (8 copies known) RRR 

1878. 5 kop. ditto, but on vertically laid paper 
Schmidt Nr. 12 (19 copies known). R. 

It was the primary stone of the 20 kop. value which provided the pulls needed to construct the 
printing plate for the 5 kop. values. The top inscription meaning " twenty" was erased and a blank 
space left. The figure "20" on both tablets was also removed and a new figure ' '5" inserted. The 
a lterations were done on each pull separately and therefore as many varietie, created as there were stamps 
on the sheet. 

We had no more than two copies for study but considerable help was provided by the photo
graphic reproduction of a complete sheet (Schmidt, vol. I, page 200) on the basis of which it became 
possible to determine almost every detail needed, except for the incomplete thin circles of the three bottom 
copies due to the small size of the paper used. For purposes of photographing the sheet was mounted 
on white paper to make it appear as though it po.ssessed . margins all round. This proves once more 
how little attention was paid to traces and shapes of trimming, which were considered to be mere casual 
frills or immaterial trivialities of no practical significance. It may also be that the sheet was partly 
rejoined. Therefore care has to be taken, when plating, not to be confused by possible differences in 
detail concerning the thin frame or the thin circle. It seems advisable to rely chiefly on details of the 
design such, for instance, as the position of the inserted figure " 5" or the remaining traces of the erased 
·' twenty" and "20." The sheets were laid out in the usual manner 3 x 4, but there is no reason to list 
two separate printings, since it was possible, on the basis of Schmidt's illustration, to plate our two copies, 
which proved to be type I 2 on thin paper and type 9 on vertically laid paper. Both kinds of paper were 
used simultaneously as both our copies showed the same tiny "fibril flaw" peculiar to the 20 kop. value 
of Schmidt Nr. 11. Hence the proof that the plate of the 5 kop. value (S.9 and 12) was built up at the 
same time as the plate of the 20 kop. value (Schmidt 11 ). 

THE BLUE 10 KOP. ERROR 
It remains now to concentrate our attention on the scarce blue lO kop. error, a recent study of 

which enables us to explain peculiar features of outstanding interest and importance, which hitherto 
were either completely overlooked or not understood even when noticed. 

As we already know there are only two sheets of the 20 kop. value in existence with the sixth 
square (representing the scarce blue 10 kop. error) intact. One of these sheets became available for our 
study together with five loose copies. A photo-reproduction of the other sh~t may be found in Schmidt's 
St. Petersburg edition. Of our five loose copies only two were identical in every respect with the sixth 
stamp on the sheet. The other three copies revealed peculiar flaws not to be found on copies of any of 
the previous printings of the 10 kop. value. In addition these three specimens differed between them
,elves in some details thus proving to be varieties of a separate printing. 

In our case it suffices to compare the bottom of the thin outer circle, which shows a break on 
stamps of the original blue printing, whereas the three loose copies, which differed from the original 
printing, have this part of the circle unbroken. On the other hand, however, the same three copies differ 
from each other by the condition of the E-side of the same circle, a<; follows : 

E-side, complete-copy numbered 24949 
small cut-copy numbered 24950 

,, wide cut-copy without number. 
Every collector who has followed our comments will be able to concur that such decisive features 

point to the fact that the three copies in question pertain to a separate printing hitherto unlisted. 
Hence the following description under the headline "Abnormal printing" appears to be the first one 
published and will assist the collector in distinguishing such abnormal copies from the original blue 
10 kop. error. 
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ABNORMAL PRINTING 

187?. 10 KOP. BLUE 

Copies of this printing were hitherto confused with the rare specimens of the original 10 kop. 
-error, although there is no difficulty in distinguishing them from each other: 

Original printing 
Absence of the "dot-marks," peculiar to everyone 

of the repeated printings. 
Bottom of thin circle cut by trimming. 

All copies identical, emanating exclusively from 
the 6th square of the originals. 

Abnormal printing. 
All "dot-marks" present. Additional scratch 

through W-side of circle and emblem plus 
cluster of coloured specks. 

Same complete. 
The E-side of all three copies examined 

differently trimmed. 

The strips, blocks or sheets of the abnormal print,ng, the lay-out of which is still unknown, was 
built up by means of fresh pulls taken from the already much deteriorated primary stone. As these 
abnormal printings were done in blue it is clear that they were intended to deputise for the scarce original 
error and therefore they must be classified as undoubted and typical fakes. 

Whoever possessed the primary stone and could therefore have been instrumental in creating 
or sponsoring faked rarities, certainly did not worry much as to the possibility of his enterprise bein·g 
found out. Obviously he considered it to· be ,immune to detection for the simple reason that in those 
bygone days catalogue description alone provided the collector's equipment. The study of printing 
methods was neglected as being a sheer' waste of time and of no practical use. But the faker's know
ledge was also badly at fault as otherwise he would not have produced these fakes in blocks or sheets 
but -from a single transfer carefully trimmed exactly like the genuine one. It was the prevailing ignore 
ance which allowed him to carry into effect his intention and with fair success too, since for scores of · 
years his enterprise was not even suspected. · · In the course of_ out investigation we even came across 
two certificates dated 1943 affirming the genuineness of two faked copies. 

The discovery of the blue 10 kop. fake renders it advisable once more to scrutinise an the data 
so far established 1n order to satisfy one's self concerning the true nature of the various "repeated print
ings'; of the 10 kop .. and 20 kop. values, as set o_ut in the following chapter. 

FINAL CONCLUSIONS 
To take in the whole situation at a glance a concise recapitulation may be of assistance. The 

combined primary stone of the 10 kop. and 20 kop. design was repeatedly used to produce the following 
printings: 

1875 Original 

1876 
187? 
187? 

First Reprint 
Second Reprint 
Third Reprint 

(Colour Fake) 

10 kop. 
S.4 

and ERROR 

S.10 
S.6 

20 kop. 
S.5 

S.11 
S.7 

· 5 kop. 

S.9 S.12 

"S" indicates the listing in Schmidt's catalogue. The number of copies known to Schmidt are shown 
in parentheses in the attached check-list. _ . 

This schedule covers the period from 1875 to 1879, a span of nearly five years, during which stamps 
of the circular shaped design were in use to be followed afterwards by another issue of a novel rectangular 
design. 

The first horizontal line in our schedule refers to the original printing including also the blue 10 
kop. error. Both regular values, S.4 and S.5 must have been in good supply, sufficient not only to cover 
all postal needs from 1875 to 1879, but also to meet collectors' and dealers' demands. Even to-day 
these stamps remain moderately priced and they may be found in practically every average collection. 
We had no difficulty in bringing together for our study ample material including even some complete 
sheets. · 

The ·second line of our schedule therefore seems rather puzzling. Why did it become necessary 
in the following year already (1876) to strengthen the large stock of stamps held by the Zemstvo Post, 
by means of an additional sheet or two of both values, for the printing of which it was found ooiwenient, 
regardless of cost involved, to go to the length of producing two new printing plates? 
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The third line of our schedule, however, forces us to conclude that after all there must have been 
some real motive justifying any expenditure and such extravagancies as printing only one or two sheets. 
from separate plates specially constructed for this purpose. 

It seems as if the fourth line of our schedule provides the only possible and straightforward solut
ion of this riddle. 1t was the chance of some gainful occupation and the profit motive which induced 
the creator of the faked blue error, previously presenting his masterpiece, to produce and to promote 
at the expense of philatelists some "rare shades" by means of a very limited number of a few reprints. 
for which the original primary stone, then already in private hands, was several times brought into use. 

Lack of imagination·caused the faker to produce in 1876 also a freak 5 k. value on two different 
sorts of paper, whereby, imitating the manner in which the black 2 kop. values were printed, he used 
duly altered pulls taken from the primary stone of the 20 kop. design. 

Thanks to the material accumulated for study purposes it has been possible to detect the activities. 
of the possessor of the primary stone and, by submitting the outcome of our investigation to the judg
ment of students and collectors, completely to unmask the hoax. To make everything sufficiently lucid 
we have had to develop our thesis by stages at some considerable length and to stress various points 
by reiteration, bearing in mind that we have to reckon also with readers who have never before had the 
opportunity of indulging in similar research work, especially as the latter concerns facts erroneously 
"established" some seventy years ago and never disputed since. 

It is not our aim to denounce outright all the reprints, freaks and fakes and to suggest their elim
ination from catalogues, but it would not be fair to withhold any information gained which might enable 
the student or collector to widen his horizon by acquaintance with every new aspect or discovery respect
ing the kind, origin and class of material he might have to deal with in purusance of his hobby or study. 

The "scarce shades" and freaks enjoy great popularity with collectors, owing to the small number 
of copies to be found and thanks to the fact that they were brought to the notice of collectors during 
the actual lifetime of the regular issues, which were then current. Periodicals and catalogues introduced 
them from the very start as elusive varieties or separate issues and this entitles us to assume that they 
had the strong backing of some of Moens' trusted correspondents in Russia. 

It is very likely that even now these irregular private reprints and fakes will continue to be favoured 
by collectors. There is good reason to expect that, having provided the means leading to an important 
discovery, these irregular printings may henceforth deservedly attract not less attention and interest 
than hitherto, although from a quite different point of view. 

The following suggestion should be regarded as an attempt to compile a novel check-list of the 
10 kop. and 20 kop. design including everyone of the various specimens studied, each item being correctly 
allocated and classified in due order of merit. 

CHECK-LIST 

I. REGULAR OFFICIAL ISSUE 
Only one regular issue of the 10 kop. and 20 kop. was ever made and employed for postal needs 

throughout the whole period from 1875 to 1879. 
The stamps were printed in sheets of 3 x 4. Those of the 10 kop. value comprised eleven transfer 

varieties, the sixth square on the sheet having been left blank. 
The sheets of the 20 kop. value were built up also from eleven single pulls and an erroneously 

inserted transfer of the 10 kop. design, which eventually was cut out before delivery. 
1875. S. 4, 10 kop. red (shades). 

ERROR: 10 kop. blue 
S. 5, 20 kop. blue (shades). 

II. IRREGULAR PRIVATE PRINTINGS FOR SPECULATIVE PURPOSES 

The primary twin-stone fell into private hands and was repeatedly employed to produce even· 
time an extremely small number of each of the various reprints, freaks and fakes, necessitating a specia"l 
separate printing plate for each of the specimens listed below. 

Colour shades are of no consequence at all. Also the less initiated collector will be able, on 
the basis of our description of flaws, to allocate unfailingly to its proper place even a mere photo
graphic reproduction in black and white. In the following list the number of copies which became 
known to Schmidt is cited in parantheses in each case: 
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A. Reprints of the 10 kop. and 20 kop. values 
Were produced twice. Known only in single copies, but were printed in strips or blocks as proved 

by the varying manner of trimming. 
1876. First · reprint: 

S. 10, 10 kop. red-brown (20) R. 
S. 11, 20 kop. light blue, shades (7) RRR. 

187?. Second reprint: 
S. 6, 10 kop, ros~red, lilac-red, shades (5) RRR. 
S. 7, 20 kop. grey-blue shades (7) RRR. 

B. The 5 kop. freaks 
Schmidt's St. Petersburg edition provides a reproduction of a complete sheet 3 x 4, which permits 

correct plating of single copies of all twelve .varieties. Although two separate kinds of paper were simul
taneously employed-they were made known and introduced to the philatelic world at two different 
periods. The pulls for the printing plate were taken from the 20 kop. primary stone at the time of the 

. "coloured fibral mark" and a new figure "5" inserted to replace the erased figure "20. •· 
1876. On wove paper: · 

S. 9, 5 kop. yellow-green (8) RRR. listed 1876. 
1876. On vertically laid paper: 

S. 12, 5 kop. yellow-green (19) R. listed I 878. 

C. The "10 kop. blue" fake 
Only single copies are known but they were printed in strips or blocks as proved by the different 

trimming of pulls taken from the already much deteriorated primary stone. 
187 ?. 10 kop. blue. 

Our thoughts go out in sincere gratitude to the memory of Carl Schmidt, the prominent student 
and compiler, whose great work will always provide a stimulant to further study and research in this 
most fascinating branch of philately. 

(This splendid article by an early member of our Society, the late Theodore Lavroff, was origin
ally published in "The Stamp Lover" (the journal of the National Philatelic Society) for Mar.-Apr. 
1949, May 1949, and June-July 1949, and we are most grateful to the Editor of "The Stamp Lover" 
for his kind permission to reprint it). 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

The Editor wishes to advise readers that Parts II, III, and IV of "The Postage Stamps of Armenia" 
by S. D. Tchilinghirian and P. T. Ashford, are now out of print and unavailable. Part I; The Framed 
Monograms (62 pages) is still available, price £0.38 or 1.00 dollar (plus postage); also Part V; Check 
List (16 pages), price £0.50 or 1.25 dollars (plus postage). . 

Copies of "Imperial Russian Stamps Used in Transcaucasia" by P. T. Ashford, Part I; Postal 
History (56 pages) is still available at_ present. Price £1.00 or 3.00 dollars, post free . Part II; (Tiflis, 
and Tiflis Town Post) should be available shortly. 

The above items are available from P. T. A~hford, 9 Pentre Close, Ashton, Chester, CH3 8BR 
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LETTERS FROM FRENCH SOLDIERS IN RUSSIA DURING THE WAROF1812 

M. Liphschutz (With notes by the Editor) 

The television film made by the British Broadcasting Corporation of Tolstoy's novel "War and 
Peace" which was first shown last year in no less than twenty parts, made a substantial impact on the 
British viewing public, and the advance, and disasterous retreat of Napoleon's "Grande Armee" was 
perhaps highlighted more than it had ever been before, as far as the ordinary man in the street was con
cerned. Despite much acting of a very high standard, and considerable effort to achieve authenticity 
of backgrounds, it was perhaps true that it did not quite gain the extravagant praise meted out to some 
earlier BBC productions. Probably this was due to the fact that the basic story was Russian (and not 
English), and that scenes associated with the battles of 1812 accounted for quite a proportion of the ten 
hours of viewing. Russians didn't like it because it was insufficently russified-a fair criticism possibly
though Tolstoy's narrative was followed to the smallest detail. Anthony Hopkins turned out a fine 
performance of Pierre, whilst Morag Hood (despite Russian criticism) mirrored the mercurial Natasha. 
The twenty episodes enabled the dramatist (Jack Pulman) to script on the ba,sis of Tolstoy's twenty 
chapters, without the necessity of the stringent cuts which any cinema adaptatfon would have to con
template. 

With "War and Peace" still fairly fresh in our minds, it seems an excellent opportunity to feature 
in the Journal some wonderful covers in the collection of Michel Liphschutz sent by French soldiers 
involved in the advance, and in the occupation of Moscow. Four of these covers were illustrated in 
Rossica Journal No. 64 of 1963, but to these Mr. Liphschutz has added a further three covers, and they 
are all now illustrated, and the contents of the more interesting letters reproduced. Mr. Liphschutz 
pointed out to "Rossica" readers that letters from French soldiers during the Napoleonic invasion of 
Russia were not really rare, but the great majority of these letters are dated before 20th August, 1812, 
in other words, before the battle of Smolensk. 

Beginning with September 1812, with the approach to Moscow, letters became more and more 
rare, and are extremely rare coming from Moscow itself. It is quite understandable that with the break
down of communications and the de~truction of nearly the entire army and its equipment, the bulk of 
any mail was lost. 

The seven covers are illustrated in the centre pages, and the contents of four of them, from Smol
ensk, and from Moscow are given below. Readers will certainly be interested in the impressions of 
French soldiers participating in the Battle of Borodino, and as spectators of the Fire of Moscow. 

Cover No. 4 From Moscow, Former Capital of Russia 17th Septe:nber, 1812 

"This is my second letter, my dear mother, which I am writing to you; in the first, of 25th August. 
I informed you of my promotion to a sub-lieutenant, a rank which His Majesty presented me on the 
field of honour at Smolensk, on 20th August. 

"This battle (i.e. Borodtno), more fierce than the previous one, occurred only on 7th of 
September; but started yet on the 5th in the evening; I was slightly touched by a shot on the evening of 
the 5th, but it was only a contusion which during the stretch of two or three hours interfereing with my 
breathing. But this was not serious and on the next day, the 6th of the same month, I rejoined my unit. 
This day was devoted to inspections of regrouping of positions of the Russian Army, the situation was, 
without doubt, in their favour; at this moment we were located 30 lieue from the capital i.e. Moscow. 

"General battle began on the morning of the 7th, but l knew nothing of its outcome, as at 8 am 
when our regiment with other units of division adivimced to occupy our positions, I was slightly wounded 
in the right thigh by a piece of shot, causing great difficulties to our unit, but be calm, my wound was 
not dangerou,s, it was more of a contusion; I can say that I am definitely recovered, although I still feel 
a little pain in this place; wound was superficial and did not affect muscles or nerves. You can be 
relaxed, at this moment as I write, I feel as well and as fresh as on the day of departure from our home. 

"Thus you · can see that l honestly hold . to my promise. I told you that I shall regularly let you 
know about myself, as soon as the battle ends. lf I hold back with the letter several days, this is because 
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I wanted to definitely recover, and you should have no worry on this account. I did not stop expressing 
in my soul my gratitude to the Supreme Being for His fatherly kindness, as I am very fortunate that I 
:got away so cheaply. I always depend on·Providence which always does things for the best 

"The battle was fierce; the entire field of battle was strewn with the bodies of Russian dead and 
wounded; by comparison with them, the number of French fallen was small; this I can state with assur
ance. There were at least six or eight Russians for every one killed Frenchman. You may say that 
.this is hardly believable, but I can assure you that I have observed this more than once and you may 
believe me. 

"After this battle, our forward units continued to battle; thus 33 regiments of our light cavalry 
followed the enemy to Moscow itself, which we entered on 16th of September. The Russian Emperor 
himself ordered the fire of this city. For this purpose he released all prisoners, and these blackguards 
burned down this immense city. However, it is told to the Russian people that the French burned the 
city; but this is merely crude politics of the Russian Emperor so as to give about us a monstrous image to 
the population, and to set them up against us. The city is being pillaged. I don't know how many 
days, and although it is still burning, robbery still goes on. 

"Some soldiers found silver and gold. Flour and wine cellars have been found and if all this 
had not been robbed, we would have had supplies to feed the army for a considerable time. 

"Even before our entrance into Moscow the need of provisions has been very considerable, so 
much that the Imperial Guard and our unit were forced to feed on horsemeat; our 31b. soldier's bread 
could have been sold for 12 francs. We find with great difficulty a little of potatoes for our sustinence. 
The time of cold nights has arrived which tired us out to a great degree. Sometimes, after great summer 
heat, followed very cold nights which did not give us a chance to sleep. Such sharp changes of temper
ature, and poor quality of food which we were forced to eat, caused many illnesses. 

"Our regiment was located since yesterday in quarters near the city. We feel well, especially 
after the supply problems which we were forced to experience. According to all signs we won't have 
to remain here long, then again our condition will worsen, as there is no sign of any treaty. Likewise, 
the fire of Moscow cannot speed up a peace treaty. We will endure, sometime it will be-accomplished, 
we have to hope for this. 

"I believe it is enough about this damned war with Russia! 
"As to my elevation in rank. I do not feel any changes, as officers and soldiers are in the same 

conditions. But at the given moment we, all officers of our battalion live together, and even have separate 
small rooms for two or three. 

"At the present moment we are enjoying abundance; we have foreign wine and liqueurs, as much 
as we desire, but I feel that this will be paid for dearly. This cannot continue for long in such a huge 
army as the French. ' 

"How are you living? What are you doing? Is the work progressing satisfactorily? ls my 
brother continuing to work? Do not forget to write me about this in your reply, which as always must 
be detailed. l am fulfilling my promise, given in my letter of 25th August, and informing you of my 
insignificant wounds and good health at the present time. 

"I end this letter and beg you to do as l do, i.e. upon receiving my letter, answer by return post, 
since we are situated far from each other and I thirst to receive news of you and my brother. I surmise 
that this letter should be in transit more than a month. I never thought that I'd be in such a far off 
land! 

"l beg you to give my regards to relatives and friends, collectively, and separately to Messrs. B. 
and J, and their families. I think that all of them will be touched by the generosity of His Majesty, with 
whom l had the honour to converse, and who gave me several questions about the service. 

"Goodbye mother, I wish you health. Labour please, I beg you again to write me immediately 
about all of you. 

Your Son 

Second Lieutenant, 2nd Company, 1st Battalion, 
7th Regiment, Light Infantry, 3rd Division, 
1st Corps, Grand Army of France." 
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Cover No. 5 From Moscow to Rouen 
21st September· 1812. 

"It is all up with Moscow now; the most beautiful town I have seen, the biggest, the richest, and 
the most magnificent, became the prey of the flames; there remains no more than a third of this town 
which was so flourishing a short time ago ...... I was struck with astonishment to find a hugh ampi-
theatre covered with magnificent palaces and innumerable churches in a completely new style, unknown 
to us; they are painted in many different colours, but predominantly gree:t . . . . . . Moscow was a whole 
world rather than a town, its perimeter being more than 12 leagues, and its normal population more 
than 500,000. U was the storehouse of all kinds of merchandise sent from Asia to Europe and vice
versa. The catastrophe which has just happened must surely cause a commercial upheaval and I do 
not believe this town will ever become again what it has been. 

"Fortunately you can attribute all these disasters to our enemies who have pushed barbarity to 
the point of burning this commercial centre of the continent themselves, in order to deprive us of the · 
resources it offered, and destroy part of the army which they hopd to surprise sleeping in a state of 
intoxication and delight .. · .. The. fire was started in several places at the same time. It was a dreadful 
sight and I can only make vain attempts at a description; I have never before seen in my life such a spec
tacle of horror, and I sincerely wish never to see the like again. 

"Several thousand good-for-nothings the Russians took from the prisons and to whom they 
granted the pillage of the town, caused all the trouble, as they were commanded. As many as are arrested 
are shot, and one must hope that the end of this tragedy will soon be seen. 

Cover No. 6 Moscow, 3rd October, 1812. 

"Dear Aunt, 

I already had the pleasure of writing to you from Vilna, with the aim of informing you of my 
promotion in rank. In the same letter I told y·ou of receiving your letter in which you asked me to send 
you the affidavit which I enclose with my letter, not having had a chance to se21d it to you sooner, because 
our rare stops rendered receipt of mail difficult, likewise because of serious illness, tormenting me two 
weeks, leaving me with only skin and bones (diarrhoea which nothing could stop). However, I feel 
considerably better and hope that in the near future I will regain all that I have lost. In spite of illne3s, 
[ did not leave the Corps for one minute and participated in its actions. In the Battle of Smolensk I 
met O. Flokur-you can imagine with what joy and pleasure we kissed; he was in a very good condition, 
something that 1 could not say for myself at that time, but we spent several hours . together in conver
sation of our family affairs, and he gave me certain medicine3 to he(p my re_;;overy. We could not reni.ain 
together any longer and we parted with bitter sorrow. Since then we did not meet again, as his Corps 
all of the time was in avanguard. 

It is now two weeks that we've been in this capital in which the fire destroyed ·a considerable 
part of the supplies upon which we have depended. ' As in other places which we passed, all inhabitants 
ran away abandoning their belongings, not having time to carry anything with them. This city was 
of unusual beauty, rich and of surprising dimensions, one can say it is an entire little world. It is, at 
any rate, twice as large as Paris. Such lost treasures, and so many families deserving pity. It is rare · 
to find blocks of houses which remain unscathed. even four or five homes. I believe we will spend here 
the greater part of winter; frosts allow-themselves to be felt in the strongest fashion, ever since we have 
been here. It must have been more pleasant for you to learn of my promotion and it was pleasant 
for me to inform you of it, accept my gratitude for this. In this instance I do not consider myself for
tunate, as my captain is a real bear, I would get away from him even to hell, at any moment; he is an 
exceptional boor. From the time I have known him I have not seen him once satisfied or laughing, but 
I perform my service as well as possible and I arm myself with patience. 

I do not know of any political news. There is a rumour that the Russian Emperor has been 
killed. The Russians themselves set fire to the city. 

Remember me to Mr. D., Mr. G., Mr. L., and all of those who have the courtesy of being inter-
ested in me. · · · 
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I send my greetings to all of my family. I kiss my sisters and brothers and you. 

Horse Grenadiers, 
Imperial Guard. 

From all my heart, 
P. 

Cover No. 7 From Smolensk to Paris4th October, 1812. 

We shall soon reach Moscow, Le Marechal Victor is already there, and we are awaiting orders due 
in two or three days. We are, at this very moment, on the scene of one of the greatest, most bloody 
battles ever witnessed .... Smolensk, a very beautiful and attractive town before the terrible thing that 
has happened, is no more than a dozen or so houses which have been by-passed and so preserved by a 
stroke of chance from an outbreak of fire which has not left a single stone on top of another. This is 
the height of the horrors of war. Bad enough, worse than plague or famine are the redoubts on the out
skirts of the town, and the avenues where the enemy set themselves up, where even now they are strewn 
with dead bodies, weapons, boxes of ammunition, etc. There were such a great many persons killed 
on both sides that ramparts were formed of the dead and wounded. In fact they say that the Emperor 
of Russia had made it known in the town and in his army, that Smolensk was the grave of the French ; 
effectively we lost more lives than can be counted, and Russia lost four times as many as we did. 

A number of Russian and French Generals ·were killed; that is to say more than 48 counting both 
sides. I cannot express any view on the number of soldiers killed, they say, 50,000, as many French 
as Russians ..... . 

VILLAGE CANCELLATIONS (1) 

Dr. A. H. Wortman 

Cancellations of the smallest localities are naturally scarce and therefore all the more attractive 
when found. They may be recognised quite easily because the word or abbreviation for "village" or 
its equivalent is included in the date-stamp. 

In the famous list of dots cancellations given by von Bochmann and later reproduced by Prigara 
there was a section of 103 numbers characterised by the inclusion of their numerals in a pattern of dots 
the outside shape of which was a hexagon with its horizontal angles pointed acutely. They were des
cribed as representing postal branches (sub-offices) in hamlets and villages. Among these are names such 
as DUBBELN and KTSLOVODSK familiar to us from later cancellations and also the well-known 
Zemstvo towns of VALDAI and OSTASHKOV. However small these places may have been in 1858 
when the dots numbers were allocated to them they were certainly large enough to be raised to the status 
of towns before the end of the century. Others in many cases remained villages. 

Another group was the postal stations. Their pattern of dots had the outside shape of a triangle 
with truncated angles. They were wrongly described as "railway stations" by von Bochmann, and 
Prigara, who should have known better, copied him, leading the present writer and his contemporaries 
quite astray in the early days of their collecting. The Soviet Catalogue of 1924 also reproduced von 
Bochmann's list with this error of description. As we now know, these were postal stations, served by 
a postal carrier on a horse, or in a troika, or on more important routes a mail coach. Most of the postal 
stations were in villages. 

There were also "posts," the Russian word being the same. These were military posts and many 
a town in Turkestan and Siberia, e.g. VLADIVOSTOK, started as a military post. 

A final group is made up of cancellations containing the word KHUTOR, a farm or farm-house 
(very few of these have been found), ZA VOD a works or factory, and VOLOST PRA VLENIE rural 
administration. Of the last two there is a large number although individually they are so scarce that 
one rarely comes across a second example. 

Page 18 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 49 



The Russian words for these small localities will be seen in fig. I (see centre pages). In Group 
1 a SELO is a village with a church, a POSELOK is a small village and so is a SELTSO. Presumably 
these last two likewise had a church. 

Cancellations containing the word SELO are among the earliest found. The three words SELO, 
POSE LOK and SEL TSO with a single exception are always given in full in cancellations seen. 

The following have been noted. Items kindly notified to me by Mr. E. G. Peel from his collection 
appear in the lists with his initials following them. · 

Group l sub-group i ARDATOV SELO in blue 1864 (fig. 2) 
KRASNOE SELO c.1870 and 1904 
LYSKOVA SELO 1883 (E. G. P.) 
TSARSKOE SELO 1902 
VELIKOE SELO 1902 (fig. 4) 
SELO IVANOVO 1872 arrival mark on cover 
SELO NYROB 1916 (E. G. P.) 

Figure 3 shows a Postage Due mark for KRASNOE SELO. It is struck on a Red Cross post
card addressed to Germany and franked by a 3k adhesive stamp when the postage should have been 4k. 
The cancellation KRASNOE SELO S.P.Bg. a 20.5.04 is in violet, there is the usual T; in a small circle 
put on as a notice to the arrival Post Office to collect postage due, but the oval DOPLA TIT KRASNOE 
SELO was put on as a separate .operation because itis· in .. black. , This type of mark was .normally used 
at Russian P.O.'s for the collection of postage due on incoming mail. 

A most interesting type reading "P.O. NA SELO-" followed by the name of the village, the date 
in the centre and with the guberniya below, has been seen only as a part cancellation on a loose stamp 
but this style of cancellation occurs also for hamlets and postal stations as we shall see later. In full 
the wording reads POCHTOVII OTDIELENIE NA SELO-or Postal Branch or Sub-office which we 
may render simply as "P.O," in the village of-. It is convenient to number this as sub-group ii and 
we shall keep to this number for the other groups dealt with later on, for ease of reference. 

Group I sub-group ii P.O. IN THE VILLAGE OF
NIZHEGOROD. GUB. on loose 14k. 

sub-group iii ALEKSANDROVSKI POSELOK (fig. 5) 
CHITA POSELOK (E. G; P.) 
ERMOLOVSKI CHERNOMORTA POS. (E. G . P.) 
KAINSK POSELOK 
LIUBINO POSELOK (E. G. P.) 
ZIMA POSELOK (E. G. P.) 

All the above are dated after 1914. ERMOLOVSKI is the one exception with the abbreviation. 
All the others are situated in Siberia except ALEXANDROVSKI which is in the Petrograd Guberniya. 

Sub-group iv SELTSO-POSELOK 
SEL TSO-KORELSKOE Tverskoi Gub. 1921 (fig. 6) 

In contrast to the above group, the word for a hamlet, MIESTECHKO, has only been found 
abbreviated to "M." 

Group 2 sub-group i GRUDKI M. in blue 1864. 

In this example the letters GRU are not visible, but it is thought that this must be GRUDKI, 
a hamlet rn the lvanovo region. 

Sub-group ii 
P.O. V' M. SY ANAKH (fig . . 7) 

27 DEK. 1876 . 
VLADIMIR GUB. 
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P.O. V' M. PESTIAKAKH 
26 NOYA 1876 

VLADIMIR. GUB. 
As above with date 
19 FEV. 1882 
P.S. V' M. KRYNKAKH (fig. •8) 

21 APR. 1886 
GRODNENSK. GUB. 

The last example is on a 7k stationery cover. · The letter following the "P" here is an "S.'" The 
lettering is sanserif and it might conceivably be a defective "O" but it does seem to be clearly an "S .. 
and the cancellation thus reads "Postal Station in the Hamlet of Krynki." It should be noted that 
while the exigencies of Russian grammar make the names of these hamlets end in 'oAKH' in the above 
mentioned examples, their correct names are SV ANI, PESTIAKI and KR YNKI respectively. 

Postal Stations form the largest group of all. From 1858 the adhesive stamp was cancelled by 
the appropriate dots numeral and the name of the station it represented was struck alongside with the 
date in two straight lines. They have been discussed by the present writer in articles in B.J.R.P., not
ably in Nos. 29, 30, and 38. New members may like to know that the names of some of the hitherto 
unindentified higher numbers have been given in these articles. The postal officials soon tired of the 
double operation involved in cancelling and abandoned the dots handstamps, so that in the early I 860's 
we find that covers begin to appear with only the two-line name and date stamp as a cancellation. This 
type is familiar to us as having been in use even before the issue of adhesive stamps, but for ordinary 
towns irrespective of size although some of these may have been no bigger than villages at the time. 

(To be continued) 

MORE VARIETIES 

Kaj Hellman; Prof. 0. Winterstein; B. Pritt 

It is a pleasure to record some further notes on varieties, supplied on this occasion by Mr. Kaj 
Hellman (Otaniemi, Finland); Professor 0. Winterstein (Zollikon, Switzerland); and Mr. Boris Pritt 
(Ruislip). 

Last year Mr. Hellman was puzzled by the variations in size of the numerals •20· on the 20k. Arms 
type stamps with horizontally laid paper. Normally the numerals are about 2.9 mm. high, whereas 
on some copies held they are as short as 2.55 mm. Mr. Hellman could not say much more about the 
stamps, except that the dates of use on two of his copies were 15.12.93, and 29.4.94, both used in St. 
Petersburg. He has a third example which also has a Petersburg cancellation though the date does not 
show. Naturally he wonders whether the printing was very dry, or whether different plates for the 
Arms and numerals had been brought into use, since the appearance of the coat-of-arms does seem very 
flat. Mr. Hellman has sent us several fine photographs and a drawing, which we reproduce in the centre 
pages. The photograph showing the two types of stamp is remarkable for its clarity and it is about the 
clearest photograph of an Arms type stamp we have ever seen. Let it be hoped that the clarity is trans
ferred to our illustration! 

Thinking it over, we are sure we have noticed this type of variety before when examining Arms 
types, and in our mind, have tempted to regard it as a "worn plate," but if that was the case, surely the 
numerals would be larger, and not smaller? Being unsure of our ground, we forwarded the photographs 
to Dr. A. H. Wortman who confirmed the disparity in the height of the numerals, and promptly looked 
at about fifty copies of the laid paper stamps, and also a sheet of the 20k. wove paper with varnish net
work, but without finding any similar examples. Can any of our readers help? 

Mr. Hellman also reports the acquisition of a 20k. (horiz. laid) with inverted background, very 
clear, and on cover! This variety does not appear to have been previously recorded, and our congratul-
ations to him on this find. · 
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Prof. Oskar Winterstein records a retouch to the background of an uncancelled Russia No. 1 
he has in his collection, and sends us some clear photographs which are also reproduced in the centre
pages. The retouch is situated between the crown, Tsar's mantle, and the North East figures "10." 
In one of the rows of short brown shading, five of the strokes are thicker, and therefore cause a deeper 
brown appearance, quite easily seen without the aid of a lens. This retouch appears to be unrecorded, 
and Prof. Winterstein has only the one example. 

Mr. Boris Pritt forwards an enlargement (see centre pages) of the lR. value of the Soviet "Small 
heads" issue. This shows a split in the frame, both at left, and right, where the value tablet joins the 
main design. The stamp is cancelled BOYANII, (VINNITSA DIST.), the date appearing to be 1926. 
Can any readers find other examples of this interesting variety? 

RUSSIAN TROOPS IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 
Dr. A. H. Wortman 

Mr. 0. W. Newport, the well-known authority on Channel Islands philately and Editor of The 
Philatelic Magazine has discovered an intriguing letter which reads as follows: 

Guernsey, April 24th, 1800 
Sir, 

I have to require you will advance the sum of One Hundred and Sixty six Pounds nine 
shillings and ,nine pence sterling to defray Contingent Expenses for the Russian Troops, incurred 
by the authority of Mr. Secretary Dundas &c., &c., &c. co·nveyed in the letter from William 
Hutchisson Esq. and dated 12th December, 1799-having signed two other requisitions of the 
same Tenor and Date. 
I have the honor to be 

Sir 
Your most obedient 

humble servant 
G. T. Walker 

Milty. Commissy. with 
the Russian Troops 

Lieut. General Sir Hew Dalrymple 
Lt. Governor of the Island of Guernsey 
The document seems to be the inner part of a letter as there is no address or postal marking on 

the outside. The writer is General George Townshend Walker. Mr. Newport says he has -no · other 
information except that Russian troops were stationed in Guernsey at that particular time because British 
law did not allow them to be quartered in the United Kingdom. Britain and Russia had a common 
interest in opposing Napoleon at this date. 

It is just possible but rather unlikely, that the Russians used any distin.ctive handstruck marking 
on their mail but if any letter should be discovered with even a mere MS inscription it would open a ne\\ 
chapter in "Russian Used Abroad." 

FIVE INTERESTING COVERS 
John Lloyd 

It is a pleasure to reproduce in the centre pages five covers recently acquired by our energetic 
Hon. Secretary John Lloyd. We feel the illustration of covers from members' collections is both inter
esting and valuable, and try to make this type of contribution a regular feature of our Journal. Mr. 
Lloyd's covers can be described as follows, but it would be interesting if readers could offer any addit
ional comments, which it would be a pleasure to publish in the next Journal. 
( l) THREE COVERS WITH R UIBINSK - PERM STEAMER CAN CELLA TI ONS . 
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The first three covers are from a correspondence addressed to Skopin, Ryazan Govt. in mid-1915, 
all having been posted on board steamers on the Volga. The particular cancellations on the first two 
covers read RUIBINSK - PERM PAROKH. (script letters "Z" and "V") i11 double circle ovals, dated 
31.7.15 and 3.8.15, whilst on the third cover the cancellation (impressed rather indistinctly) actually 
reads in the reverse direction PERM - RUIBINSK PAROKH (script letter "l") and is dated 12.8. I 5. 
In all probability, the clerk on board ship had used the wrong cancellation in the latter case, for all 
the covers are addressed to the same destination. The Ruibinsk - Perm steamer would travel down the 
Volga to Kazan, thence along the river Kama to Perm (in the Urals). Although the keen postal his
torian will regret that the covers are roughly torn at either the right or left of the envelope, this sort of 
letter-opening is, we venture to say, typically Russian, and contributes to the completely non-philatelic 
appearance of these items! 

(2) HEAD CENTRAL FIELD POST OFFICE IN MANCHURIA 
Mr. Lloyd's next item is a card bearing three lk. stamps and a single 7k. cancelled GLA VN. 

TSENTR. POLEY. POCHT. KONT. "Z" and dated 22.8.05. The cancellation appears unusual includ
ing as it does the abbreviation TSENTR. (CENTRAL). There is a KAZAN receiving datestamp on 
the address side. As far as our recollection goes when we were able to• examine this card, the view 
on the reverse showed an area near Mukdan, but whether this has any relevance to the location of the 
F.P.O., we are unable to say. · · 

{3) ODESSA - BATUM STEAMER 
The final item is a card with the 3k. Arms type stamp cancelled "l PARAKHOD 1 ODESSA -

BATUM" with the date "split" 5.Vlll.1905. Examples of these gentiral type of cancellations are per
haps not particularly scarce, but it does seem to be the case that the "No. I" cancellation of this par
ticular type is not often' seen bearing the direction Odessa - Batum. It would be interesting to learn 
from readers whether this is borne out by their own observations. 

MINIATURE SHEETS OF THE U.S.S.R. (1955 - 72) 
A. S. Waugh 

The 40th anniversary of the first Soviet commemorative block arrived in December 1972, and 
it is therefore timely that we continue our catalogue, the previous list of which was published in Journal 
No. 42 issued at the end of 1968. These concluded with the Stalin Birthday block of 1949, then followed 
a closed period coinciding with Stalin's death in 1953 and the political upheavals that followed. It 
was not until 1955 that the Soviet Postal authorities resumed the issue of commemorative miniature 
sheets. 

K. A. SAVITSKY 
In March 1955 a single 40k. postage stamp was issued for the 50th anniversary of the death of 

the famous Russian painter, K. A. Savitsky, 1844-1905. In the following October this came out as a 
miniature sheet of 4 x 40k. stamps. Size 15 x 10.5 ems. Comb. Perf. 12½ x 12. The design by E. Gun
dobin featured a portrait of Savitsky by N. Grandkovsky and a scene from Savitsky's painting "con
struction of a new iron road" (railway) 1874. Printed by photo lithography, the bordering text and 
dates were produced by typography. There are two types of text, one printed in black, and the other 
in red-brown ink. There are also various shades of the stamps and a rose tinted variety. 

ALL UNION AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION, MOSCOW 
A special issue of sixteen 40k. stamps was placed on sale in July, 1955 to illustrate the Pavilions 

of the various Republics of the Union exhibiting at the permanent exhibition. In the following December 
three blocks were issued, one for each of the Russian, Ukrainian, and Byelorussian Pavilions. These 
blocks each 4 x 40k., were 15.5 x 10.5 cm. in overall size, perforated Comb. 12½ x 12. The whole issue 
was designed by I. Levin, K. Kletstov, E. Andreev, and S. Bichkov. Printed in natural colour by four 
colour half tone process from the original colour photographs. The borders printed by typography 
which was also used for the inscriptions and the decorative flags of the Republics. There are no major 
varieties, but variations in the colours occur, as with the colour of the blue printed inscriptions. 
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A. G. VENETSIANOV 
1955 saw yet another block issued in October, the occasion being the 175th anniversary of the 

birth of the Russian painter, Venetsianov, 1780-1847. Previously in the July, a single one rouble stamp 
also commemorated the event, this was used in the miniature sheet being repeated four times. Designed 
by R. Zhitkov, a self portrait was reproduced plus one of the artist's famous paintings "Spring Labour." 
Printed by offset lithography, the reproduction of the · d~licate shades is particularly good. Size I 5 x 
10.5 cm. Comb perf. 12½ x 12. The inscription in brown is by typography and can be found in light 
and dark shades. There are no major varieties of this sheet-. 

BI-CENTENARY OF THE M. V. LOMONOSOV MOSCOW UNIVERSITY 
The 200th anniversary of Moscow University fell in 1955 when two stamps were issued in June 

to celebrate the occasion. It was not until February 1966 that two miniature sheets were placed on 
sale comprising the same designs. Each block was 15 x 11 ems. in dimension, Comb. Perf. 12½ x 12. 
The design by S. Pomansky was reproduced by offset lithography. Block one of 4 x 40k. featured a 
portrait of M. V. Lomonosov, the founder, and a view of the old Moscow University, architect M. 
Kazakov. Block two of 4 x I Rouble stamps fe1tured a view of the new Moscow University built on 
the Lenin Hills to the south of Moscow. Architects, L. Ru.dnev; S. Chemishiv, P. Abrosimov, and A. 
Kryakov. The inscription carried the dates 1755 and 1955, the text above the stamps "200 years of 
the Order of Lenin Moscow State University named after M. V. Lomonosov." There are no varieties. 
but the text can be found in light and dark brown. · 

THE SIXTH YOUTH FESTIVAL BLOCK 
1957 saw the organisation of a Youth and Student Festival in Moscow on an International scale, 

as part of the "new look" Soviet state after the Orthodoxy of Joseph Stalin. A special issue of seven 
stamps (five values also issued imperforate) helped to popularise and celebrate this occasion; they came 
out between March and July. A further four values with views of Moscow appeared in July, and fin• 
ally, as part of the events, there was organised a Youth Festival International Stamp Exhibition named 
"Sixth Festival-Moscow." A special 40k. stamp designed by E. Gunobin featured the All-Union 
State Library building in Moscow narried after Lenin, which was the venue for the Fe,tival Philatelic 
Exhibition. This stamp was produced both perforated and imperforate, and the complete design was 
incorporated twice in a special miniature sheet issued in the August. This block of 2 x 40k. imperf. 
stamps was designed by "Goznak" the state security printers, and features the emblem of the Youth 
Festival, flanked by the two reproductions of the Lenin Library stamp, amid flowing tracery. The 
inscription "International Philatelic Exhibition" and "Moscow 1957" being in two scrolls at top and 
base of the 14.5 x 10 c.m. sheet. The design by the collective artists of Goznak is of a pedestrian nature, 
and appears to have been hastily prepared, as it was printe::i by typography, in blue on a green tinted 
paper. 

Most interesting are the three varieties that have been noted of this sheet, all to be found in the 
lettering of the top inscription which is in Russian. 

Type 1. All letters in the inscription are clearly separated. 
Type 2. The second and third letters of the Russian word for "International" are joined, as 

also are the "Kand A" in "Philatalistcheskaya," and "Kand A" in "Vistavka" (exhibition). 
Type 3. Only the letters "Kand A" in Philately are joined, the rest being separated. 
Copies can be found further cancelled-to-order with a postmark incorporating the Festival 

emblem, and applied in black ink. 

40th ANNIVERSARY BLOCKS 
The year 1957 was the 40th anniversary of the Revolution, an event not to go without worthy 

philatelic commemoration. This took the form of no less than 22 postage stamps and two miniature· 
sheets. The blocks each 14.5 x JO cm. were issued in November. The collective artists of "Goznak". 
were responsible for the designs, e~ch sheet incorporating three previously issued postage stamps. Sheet 
one, printed by typography had as its theme the City of Leningrad, cradle of Revolution. Prominently 
featuring the armoured cruiser Aurora which fired the first shot at Petrograd in 1917 and a background 
of the city skyline from the Neva. The 3 x 40k. stamps reproduced previous issues. For the centre 
specimen, "Statue of Lenin at the Finland station" first issued in November 1953. The remaining 
flanking stamps, reprinted the 250th anniversary stamps first issued in May 1957, showing views of the 
city, the Nevsky Prospeckt, and the Naval Column. A red silk scroll formed the border and contained 
the words "40 years of Great October" and the relative dates. 
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Sheet Two was printed by offset lithography, and used a Moscow skyline as a motif, complete 
with searchlight beams. Three postage stamps were reproduced, 2 x 40k. and l x 60k., these had been 
issued as part of the 40th anniversary postage stamp series, issued between October and November, 
the designs being Lenin on a rostrum as the centre stamps, flanked by the Miner stamp on the left and 
the Combine Harvester on the right representing industry and agriculture. The whole framed by a red 
silk scroll similarly inscribed "40 years of Great October" and dates. Some colour varients have been 
noted in these sheets, and they can be found with a special "40th anniversary" CTO postmark in black. 

ARCHITECTS' BLOCK 
July 1958 saw the convening of the 5th Congress of the International Union of Architects in 

Moscow. This was commemorated by two stamps designed by P. Chernysev and these again were 
incorporated into a special miniature sheet issued in the following September. The block was produced 
by Autotint (colour typography) and designed by the same artist. Format l0.5 x 14.5 ems. and issued 
imperforate. The 40k. stamp had the figure "V" imposed on a silhouette of Moscow University, while 
the 60k. carried the letters " U.J.A." and the date imposed over a brick wall. The block also had a · 
Global symbol and suitable inscriptions . There are no known varieties. 

CENTENARY OF RUSSIAN STAMPS 
In August 1958 a special issue of 11 postage stamps showing various historical aspects of the 

Russian postal system from the 15th to the twentieth century was issued for the Centenary of ~he Russian 
postage stamp, first produced and issued in 1857. Ten of the designs were incorporated into two mini
ature sheets designed by V. Zavialov, who with V. · vo!kov was responsible for the stamps. Format 
15.5 x 10.5 ems. printed in multocolour offset lithography and issued Imperforate. 

Sheet I. Face value 1 R. !OK.; inscribed "Historical Posts" and "Centenary of Russian Posts," 
with the five historical stamps on a background showing a Postal Courier with Posthorn of the 16th 
Century. 

Sheet 2. Face value 3R. 60K. with similar inscriptions and the Spassky Tower of Moscow 
Kremlin, the reproduced postage stamps featured Civil War Posts and modern postal communications. 
It is of interest to record that a portrait of V. N. Podbelsky, the Commissar of Post and Telegraphs in 
1918 appears on the Civil War period stamp. There are no varieties and like most blocks can of course 
be found CTO. 

NORTH POLAR STATIONS 
In September 1958 a miniature sheet was issued honouring the Soviet Polar drift stations which 

had functioned in the Arctic Ocean to provide Meterological and Oceanological data. These were 
named North Pole followed by a number indicating the consecutive establishment in the Polar ice-bound 
sea, starting with Papinin's expedition in 1937. This block of 4 x I Rouble stamps was designed by 
V. Volkov. Dimension 15.5 x 11.5 ems. and perforated Comb. 12½ x 12. Printed by offset lithography. 
The stamps featured a scientist making an observation at a typical Polar station, while the block inscribed 
··Research Drift Station North Pole" showed the Arctic Aurora, the frozen wastes with an Tcebreaker, 
observed by a Polar Bear in the right hand corner. Some sheets can be found cancelled with a drift 
station postmark, usually in purple. · 

The most interesting feature of the block lies in the perforations of which there are no less than 
four varieties. These concern the central horizontal line of perforations, which can be found as follows .. 

Type I. The horizontal line FLUSH with the two vertical outside lines. 
Type 2. The horizontal line OVERLAPPING the two outside vertical lines by one perforation 

on either side. 
Type 3. The horizontal line with one extra perforation on the RIGHT hand vertical intersection 

-0nly. 
Type 4. As type 3 but, on the LEFT hand side only (that is the right hand side flush as in type I). 

NEW YORK EXHIBITION 
During 1959 a Soviet technical and cultural exhibition was mounted in New York, U.S.A. This 

brought two commemorative stamps value 20k. and 40k. designed by V. Klimaschin showing the Spassy 
Tower and Space Achievements Monument, Moscow, and the Coliseum Building in New York City, 
The 40k. stamp was incorporated in a small miniature sheet issued in July. Size 6 x 7.5 ems. Imperfor
ate and printed by offset lithography. The surrounding layout was made by V. Ermakov, which included 
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a laurel branch and inscription "Soviet Technical and Cultural Exhibition New York 1959". There 
are two types of this sheet, with gold laurel branch, and with bronze laurel branch; plus a variety with pale 
blue background. ·· · ·· · · · 

PLOUGHSHARES BLOCK 
In 1959 the Soviet Union presented a sculpture by E. V. Vychetich entitled "Beating swords into 

ploughshares" to the United Nations as a Peace gesture. A 40k. stamp honoured the event in March 
1960, designed by I. Levin, to be followed by a small miniature sheet in the October. Size 6.7 x I0.5cms., 
lmperforate, value 40k. printed by offset lithography. The design included the original stamp of the 
sculpture and a silhouette of Moscow Kremlin with a palm frond and printed in blue and gold plus an 
inscription from a quotation by the Soviet Premier N. S. Khruschev. There is a bronze variety of this 
block . 

.25th ANNIVERSARY POLAR SHEET 
May I ?62 saw the 25th Anniversary of Papanin's historic flight to the North Pole and the estab

lishment of the first Polar Drift Station. This event was suitably honoured by the reissue of the 1958 
Polar Block overprinted in red by typography with the words "25 years of the research working station 
C.P.I. (1937-1962)" while the 4 x I Rouble stamps were overprinted with the date "1962" also in red by 
typography. These sheets being the original 1958 printing can be found with all four perforation var
ietes, while the overprint exists in two versions thus making six different types of sheet. Regarding the 
type of overprint, the differences are as follows: 

Type A. The figure "2" in "25" lines up with the Russian ""R" in "Raboti" immediately below, 
while the "5" has a short top. 

Type B. The figure "2" in "25" is well to the left of the word below and the '"5" has a long top 
which rounds off the whole figure. These sheets appear to have been issued in comparatively small 
editions, hence they are harder to find than their contemporaries; the author has not seen them CTO. 

SPACE HEROES COSMIC BLOCK 
A special I R. block honouring Cosmonaut heroes was produced in 1962. This took the form 

of a stamp measuring 15 x 7 ems. printed four to a sheet, therefore one can suggest it is halfway between 
stamp and miniature sheet. The design by N. Kruglov and L. Pchelko, included the monument "Striving 
for Space" by Grigory Postnikov to the left and portraits of the four Heroes of the Soviet Union: Gagarin, 
Titov, Nikolaev, and Popovitch, to the right, the whole printed by photo lithography in blue, black, and 
grey, and inscribed "Glory to Patriotic Cosmonauts." First issued imperforate in limited ed_ition on 
November 24th, and perforated Line 12½ on November 27th. the perforated editions having a line of 
perforations under the portraits. Copies can be found CTO on the day of issue, there is a dark blue 
variety of this sheet. while the perforated version is known imperforate at the right, the copy in the 
author's possession going to the white margin normally missing in the issued sheets. 

SPARTAKIAD SPORTS SHEET 
The Third All-Union Spartakiad sports meeting was held in_ Moscow in 1963 and suitably recog

nised by an issue of tive sports stamps designed by L. Zavialov; these came out both perforated and iinperf. 
in June. Four of the designs, cycling, athletics, basketball, and football, were included in a special imper
forate block issued in the following December. Size 15.5 x 10.5 ems., designed by the artist A. Schmidt
stein, printed by offset lithography on a chalky surfaced paper, featuring a male and a female athlete, 
and inscribed "3rd Workers Spartakiad U.S.S.R." Face value 35K., there are no known varieties, and 
as usual with this material the sheets were available CTO. 

The next ten years saw the issue of no less than 49 miniature sheets making a total of some 84 
blocks issued for the 40 years 1932-1972, excluding varieties. We propose to publish a check list of those 
:appearing in the last decade. 

1964 

18th OLYMPIC GAMES, TOKYO 
One Rouble green and bronze, limited edition, 40,000 numbered copies. Design A. Aniskin. 

Issued July 31st. Imperforate, format 8.3 x 5.6 ems. l R. Red and Gold issued unnumbered in adequate 
printing, otherwise as the green sheet. 
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SPACE ACHIEVEMENTS 
6 x 10k stamps issued on August 20th. Design by the Lesegri art group. Comb. perf. 1 1 ½ x 12: 

Featured the Globe and all the space vehicles from Sputnik 1 to Vostok 6. Printed by Lithography 
on both white and yellow paper. A lacquered or varnished edition issued in October, in a limited 
number. 

VOSKHOD SPACESHIP 
50k. block issued on November 20th. Design by the Lesegri group. lmperf. printed by Litho

graphy, size 10 x 5. 7 ems. Portraits of three cosmonauts Fedkistov, Komarov, and Egorov. 
V.I. LENIN BLOCK 

2 x 10k. stamps, originally issued in 1962. Design I. Dubassov. Issued on November 6th. 
Comb. perf. 12 x 12½- Size 14.5 x 10.6 ems. Printed by typography, lithography, and embossed. 

1965 

COSMONAUTS DAY 
lR. issued on April 12th. Design by L. Sergeyev "Voshod 2" and portraits of P. I. Belyaev 

and A. A. Leonov. The stamp shows the latter cosmonauts' "stroll in space" on March 18th. Printed 
by Offset Lithography. Size 14.3 x 5.8 ems. Comb. Perf. 12 x 12½. 
RADIO DAY . 

Issued for the 70th anniversary of the discovery of Radio on Soviet Radio Day, May 7th, 1965. 
Designed by M. D. Grinburg value I R. This sheet featured six non-postal labels showing modern 
applications of radio technology. Size 14.5 x 10 ems., Comb. perf. 12, printed by Offset Lithography. 

BASKETBALL BLOCK 
Commemorating the 14th ~asketball championships held in Moscow and Tbilisi. I R. value 

designed by A. and L. Zavialov. lmperforate size 6.6 x 9.3 ems. printed by Lithography with flags 
of the participating nations, map and sportsmen. Issued on October 29th. 

48th ANNIVERSARY BLOCK 
Celebrating forty eight years of Revolution. 10k. value designed by Pyotr Vasiliev. Size 6.5 x 

9.5 ems. lmperforate, portrait of Lenin. Printed by a combined process of Lithography and Recess 
printing, the latter from a steel engraving by Lydia Mayorova. The sheet other than the stamp was the 
work of . A. Koytrev. 

1966 
23rd PARTY CONGRESS 

Issued on February 28th, imperforate block value 50k. size 11.8 x 8 ems. designed by Y. Lukjanov 
and V. Ermakov. Printed by combined Lithography and typography on chalky paper with an embossed 
bust of Lenin. 
WORLD SPORTS 

Issued on July 26th, 4 x l Ok. stamps perforated Comb. 11 ½, format 11 x 11 ems., printed by multi
colour lithography, design by Lydia Sharova, and devoted to World sports championships held in 1966. 

RUSTAVELI BLOCK 
Honouring the 800th anniversary of the Georgian poet and writer, Shota Rustaveli. Value 50k. 

imperforate size 9.8 x 6.8 ems. Design by E. Aniskin, printed by Lithography and Recess printing from 
a steel die engraved by T. Nikitiana. Issued on August 31st, inscribed in Russian and Georgian. The 
design on the sheet is "Avantil at the mountain stream" by S. Kabuladze. 

1967 
WORLD EXHIBITION MONTREAL 

Issued in January for "Expo 67" held in Montreal, Canada. Special block, size 12.5 x 7.5 ems. 
designed by the Lesegri art group, includes layout of the Expo Site and the 30k. stamp Comb. perf. 
12½ x 12. Printed by Photo Lithography with Silver ~etallic inks. 

10 YEARS SPUTNIK I 
Issued June 24th, 30k. perforated l3 x 12½ stamps on sheet size 10.5 x 13 ems. Design by A. 

Sokolov includes the Galaxy and orbits of the Earth and Sputnik I. Printed by Photogravure in Multi-
colour screen process on chalky paper. · 
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50th ANNIVERSARY PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 
Issued on October 1st for the "50th anniversary of Red October" 2nd National Stamp Exhibition 

held in Moscow, from 1st to 10th October. Design by the Lesegri Art Group; cruiser Aurora, Rocket. 
and 2 x 20k. imperforate stamps with stamps on stamp theme. Sheet size 9 x 7.5,cms., printing by photo
gravure. 

Souvenir cards and numbered sheets without ·postal value reproducing various stamps were pro
duced in connection with this exhibition, they can be found with the special exhibition cancels and . post-
marks. · 
50 HEROIC YEARS BLOCK 

Issued on November 5th as part of the Jubilee celebrations for the Revolution, 2 x 40k. Imper
forate stamps on a sheet size 9 x 14 ems. design by the Lesegri art group, printed· by Offset Lithography 
on chalky paper. Stamps feature "Lenin announcing Soviet Power" and "Building Soviet· Power'· 
from two famous paintings, marginal design includes portrait of Lenin and copies of "lzvestia" the official 
newspaper, announcing the first decrees of the Soviets on Peace, Bread, and Land. Special cancels 
are available on these sheets. · 

REVOLUTION JUBILEE BLOCK 
Issued in November this 1 Rouble block perforated 12½ also commemorated the Revolution of 

1917. Designed by A. V. Pletnov featuring modern space achievements, size 13 x 8 ems. Printed 
by two colour recess process and typography on paper watermarked "50 Years." 

1968 
SOVIET ARMED FORCES 

Issued in February for the Jubilee of the Red Army. One Rouble value Imperforate. Format 
7.2 x 10 ems., design by I. Martynov. and N. Cherkassov. Featuring the Order of Victory, The Guards 
Ribbon, and a reproduction of the 4k. postage stamp of the Jubilee series: U.S.S.R. Flag and modern 
arms. Printed in silver, red, and blue, by multicolour lithography. 
MEXICO OLYMPICS 

Issued on July 31st for the 19th Olympic Games held in Mexico City. Design E. Anikin, size 
9 x 6.6. ems. with 40k. stamp Comb. perf. 12½ x 12. Shows ancient Maya calendar and running ath-
letes. · 

KOMSOMONOL SHEET 
Issued on August 25th for the Jubilee of the Young Communist Organisation for Youth. lmper

forate, sheet size 10. l x 6 ems., value 50k. Designed by the Lesegri group showing the Order of Lenin 
and reproduction of a Civil War theme postage stamp originally issued as part of the 50th anniversary 
series. Lithographed on highly surfaced paper. Two numbered sheets of no postal value in Red and 
Green were produced in connection with the Jubilee stamp exhibition each reproducing the civil war 
theme stamp. 
ORBITA COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 

Issued on November 29th. 3 x 16k. stamps plus attached coupons forming a perforated miniature 
sheet for the Molnyia t space station and Relay communication network. Design by Y. Levinovsky, 
size 9.5 x 7.5 ems., comb. perforated 12, printed by Offset-Lithography on highly surfaced paper. 
1969 
SPACE LINK BLOCK 

Issued January 22nd, commemorating the Link Up in space of Soyuz 4 and 5 spaceships. Design 
by E. Aniskin, size 9.5 x 6.8 ems. lmperforate value 50k. features the four Cosmonauts involved and the 
Spaceships joined together. Sheet dated 16.1.1967 less than one week from event to issue; printed by 
Lithography. Variety, top of sheet printed on double thickness of paper. 
COSMONAUTS DAY 

Issued April 12th. Block size 9 x 6.5 ems. with comb. perf. stamp value 50k. Design by Y. 
Levinovsky "Soyuz 3 spaceship and Globe" with terrestial space station. · Litho-printed. 
MENDELYEV BLOCK 

Issued on June 20th for the Centenary of the Mendelyev Table of·Elements published in 1869. 
Design by V. Pimenov value 30k. The comb. perforated 12 x 12½ stamp with a portrait of the Russian 
scientist is Recess-printed from a steel die engraved byT. Nikitiana and the 7.6 x 10.3 ems. sheet with 
a facsimile of Mendelyev's original draft of 17.2.1869 is printed by Lithography. 
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9th SPARTAKIAD BLOCK 
Issued on August 9th for the 9th Trade Union Sports Spartakiad at Luzhniki Stadium 

Moscow. Design by Y. Kosorukov shows the sports badge and athletic themes. lmperforate value-
20k. size 7.0 x 9.5 ems. Lithographed on chalky paper. 
52nd ANNIVERSARY BLOCK 

Issued on November 6th for the Revolution Celebrations. Designed by V. Tiradatov, format 
10 x 6.2 ems. in red and gold. lmperforate, value 50k. featuring hammer and sickle motif and quotation~ 
from Lenin. 
JUBILEE OF FIRST REVOLUTIONARY POSTAGE STAMPS 

The stamp exhibition held in November for the Jubilee of the First Soviet Russian Revolutionary 
Postage Stamps ("chainbreakers") issued a small 6.8 x 9.5 ems. numbered sheet of no postal validity. 
reproducing the two 1918 35k. and 70k. stamps. 
T.U. 144 BLOCK 

Issued on December 25th. Value 50k. Imperforate, size 9 x 6.5 ems. Designed by A. Aksamit .. 
the Signs of the Zodiac in Gold with a Blue stamp of the Soviet Super-Jet Airliner in flight. 
SPACE PHOTOGRAPHY 

Issued December 26th, 2 x 50k. imperforate stamps designed by L. Komlev of the "Zond 6 and 7" 
space orbits and photographs of the Earth and Moon from space. Size 11.5 x 7.5 ems. Printed by 
Multicolour Gravure process, inscribed "Automatic Spacestations" with the dates of the Flight. 
1970 
EXPO '70 BLOCK 

Issued March 10th, a 50k. perforated sheet for "Expo 70" held at Osaka, Japan, designed by N. 
Shevtsov. The Soviet Pavilion and the Recess printed stamp "Lenin at the Kremlin Wall May Day 
1919" engraved by I. Kozlov. Sheet size 9.7 x 7 ems. 
NATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITION 

Issued March 14th for the Moscow exposition dedicated to the Lenin Centenary. Value 20k. 
designed by I. Martynov and N. Cherkassov, surfaced printed embossed and Imperforate, "portrait 
of Lenin." 
LENIN CENTENARY BLOCKS 

·issued April 12th for 100 years of the birth of V. I. Lenin. Ten miniature sheets each composed 
of eight postage stamps of uniform design enclosed in 16 coupons, the whole making a block 21 x 20 ems. 
perforated. Designed by I. Martynov and N. Cherkassov. 9 values printed wholly by photogravure. 
the tenth sheet by a combination of Gravure and Line Engraving, as follows:-

2k. Green and Gold. Lenin in 1891 from a photo by I. Sharygin; 2k. Grey and Gold. 
Lenin in 1890. Photo by Y. Mebius; 4k. Blue and Gold. Lenin in 1914. Photo by B. Vigilev; 4k. 
Lilac and Gold. Lenin in 1916. Photo by V. Plier; 6k. Red Brown and Gold. Lenin in 1918. Photo 
by L. Mapplebaum; 6k. Lilac and Gold. Lenin in 1918. Photo by P. Otsup; 10k. Violet and Brown. 
Lenin in 1918. Photo by V. Otsup; 10k. Sepia and Gold. Lenin in 1921. Unknown photograph; 
12k. Silver and Black. Bust of Lenin by Y. Kolesnikov; 12k. Gold and Red. Bas Relief of Lenin from 
drawing by N. Andreyev. 

The vignettes surrounding the stamps show places associated with Lenin, books he wrote, papers 
in which his articles were published, badges on which he appears, etc. The 12k. Gold and Red sheet 
has the Arms of the U.S.S.R. and the 15 constituent Republics. · Anon postal numbered imperforate 
sheet reproducing a 4k. stamp of Lenin issued in 1964 was issued in connection with the Centenary 
Philatelic Exhibition. 
CENTENARY DAY BLOCK 

· Issued on April 22nd (the actual centenary day) value 20k., a small 10.3 x 6.5 ems. perforated sheet 
designed by Martynov and Cherkassov. Inscribed simply "Lenin" on a Red and Gold background. 
the Silver and Gold stamp bears a bust of the founder of the Soviet state by Y. Kolesnikov. 
VICTORY DAY BLOCK 

Issued on May 8th, the 25th anniversary of the Victory in Europe. Value 30k. lmperforate. 
designed by I. Kozlov and N. Komlev "The Moscow Victory Parade 1945" in Red and Gold. Imposed 
30k. stamp features the Order of Victory and Moscow Kremlin. 
REVOLUTION ANNIVERSARY 

Issued on November 3rd for the 53rd anniversary of the 1917 Revolution. Value 30k. size 10.7 
8.2 ems. Design I. Dubassov, the perforated stamp shows Lenin on a rostrum. Embossed and Typo-
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graphed in Red and Gold. 
LUNA 16 MOON FLIGHT 

Issued on December 18th for the Luna 16 Space Flight and the Landing of the Luna Automatic 
Laboratory on the Moon 12th to 24th September, 1970. Designs by R. Strelnikov s~ze 10 x 7.6 ems. 
Printed by Photolithography in blue and violeL 3 x 20k. stamps, each stamp with a tab and size 2.2 x 
5.0 ems. 
MADONNA LITTA BLOCK 

Issued December 25th as part of the foreign masterpieces in the Leningrad Hermitage Art Galleries 
series. 50k. imperforate block 7.3 x 10.1 ems., The "Madonna Litta" painted by Leonardo Da Vinci. 
Design by G. Komlev and Riazanov. Printed by Photo-Lithography in multicolour by "Goznak" . 
and embossed on Gold. 

1971 
LUNAKHOD BLOCK 

·issued March 16th. A Moon exploration souvenir block designed by R. Strelnikov, size 9.1 x 
6.9 ems. Four stamps perforated 11½ l}rinted by Photolithography. The 1 x lOk., 1 x 16k., and 2 x 12k . 
stamps feature the Lunakhod 1 automatic Moon vehicle landing and in operation on the Lunar surface. 
COSMONAUT BLOCK 

. Issued on Cosmonaut's Day, April 12th, for 10 years of Man in Space. Designer Rima Strel
nikova. Four perforated 12½ x 12 stamps in block size 9.4 x ·7.7 ems. Printed by Photogravure, 10k. 
Vostok 1, 12k. Gagarin, 12k. First Space Walk, 16k. Salyut 1 Spaceship, sheet inscribed "First Man in 
the World in space." A non-postal numbered sheet value 15k. reproducing the original Gagarin 3k. 
stamp of 1951 was issued for the 10th anniversary exhibition. 
1971 NON-POSTAL SHEETS 

A Non-Postal numbered sheet value 15k. issued in connection with the Fifth Soviet Peoples' 
Games, Moscow, reproduced the 10k. value_ of the 1935 Spartacist Games series plus the 6k. and 4k. 
of the I 971 Games series. 

Two non-postal souvenir sheets were available at the Yaroslav philatelic exhibition commemor
ating 150 years of N. A. Nekrassov~ reproducing the 38k. and 60k. stamps issµed in 1946. 
HISTORICAL MONUMENTS 

Issued November 16th designed A. Kalashnikov size 6.7 x 8.8 c:ns., value 50k., perforated stamp 
11-} x 12 size 2.2 x 3.2 ems. Moscow Kremlin printed by Lithography embossed with various Kremlin 
Towers surrounding the stamp. 
J. KRAMSKOI BLOCK 

Issued November-14th for the Centenary of-the Travelling Art Exhibitions, paintings by Russian 
artists series. Design by Martynov and Cherkassov, "Self Portrait of J. Kramskoi," 1867." Size 9.4 x 
6.8 ems., perforated 50k. stamp. Litho printed and embossed in green and gold. 
TROPICAL FLOWERS 

Issued December 15th. Design N. Shevtsov, 4 x 10k. perforated block size 9.4 x 8.0 ems. Printed 
by Lithography, various exotic tropical flowers in natural colours. 
24TH PARTY CONGRESS . 

Issued .December 15th for the Communist Party <;:ongress, Moscow, design Levinovsky and 
Schmidtstein, group of workers, Red Flag, and text; value 20k. part perforated size 9.0 x 6.6. cins. Litho
graphed in Red and Green. 

1972 
WINTER OLYMPICS 

Issued 20th January for the Winter Olympic Ga,mes, Sapporo, Japan. Design Y. Aniskin; size 
6.6 x 9.2 ems. Lithographed, 50k. perforated stamp inscribed Sapporo '72 with Olympic motifs, blue, 
gold and red; Re-issued on March 20th with overprint in Black, "Soviet Sport Winners, 8 Gold, 5 
Silver, 3 Bronze Medals" by typography in 6 lines. 
YOUNG PIONEERS 

Issued 10th May for the Jubilee of the Young Pioneers' Youth Organisation." Design; I. 
Martynov', size 10.2 x 8.2 ems. · printed by Multicolour Lithography, 30k. ·perforated stamp "Pioneers 
in Red Square" surrounded by vignettes drawn by Pioneers, "Look there's the Earth" and "They were 
once Pioneers," etc. · · 

. VAN DYCK BLOCK 
Issued August 15th; design by I. Komlev, size 7.5 x 10 ems. 50k. perforated stamp "Self par-

" 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 49 Page 29 



trait" by Van Dyck, part of the foreign artists' paintings in the Leningrad Hermitage Art Gallery. Litho
graphed in full colour. 
MUNICH OLYMPICS 

Issued July 1st, design by Kozlov and Nikokhristo size 6.5 x 8.5 ems. 50k. perforated; weight
lifter and Olympic Rings. Perforated 11 ½ x 12 . Re-issued on 15th November with overprint in red 
by Lithography "Glory Soviet Olympicists, 50 Gold 27 Silver and 22 Bronze Medals." 

A non postal numbered block was issued for the Philatelic Exhibition in connection with the 20th 
Olympics, value 15k., Olympic Flame and reproduction of the 14k. stamp of Boxer, design I. Kozlov. 
COSMIC ERA SHEETS 

Issued 15th September for 15 years of the Cosmic era, designs by A. Leonov and A. Sokolov. 
Lithographed on surfaced paper, perforated 12½ x 12. Six sheets each of 6 values with pattern borders 
in various colours. Subjects; Sputnik 1, Luna Autostation, Man in Space, Rocket Launch, Touchdown 
on Venus, Lunakhod vehicle. 
U.S.S.R. JUBILEE 

Issued 28th October for 50 years of the formation of the U.S.S.R. Design J. Levinovsky and I. 
Schmidtstein. Size, 12.7 x 10.2 ems., embossed and perforated 30k. stamp; arms of the U.S.S.R., sheet 
has the flags of the 15 Republics of the U.S.S.R. 
BLUE SPACE BLOCK 

Issued December 7th, designed by I. Martynov, as part of the History of Soviet Painting series. 
Perforated 50k. stamp reproduces the painting "Into Blue Space" by A. A. Rylov, painted in 1918. The 
whole enclosed in a simulated wood frame border. Printed by Lithography in natural colour size 9.0 x 
7.0 ems. 
PLANETS BLOCK 

A special numbered lmperforate sheet in limited edition of 300,000 copies. Issued on 27th 
December, 2 x 50k. stamps in plain brown with Venus 8 Space Laboratory and Mars 3 Space probe. 
Sold only to philatelic organisations but valid for normal postage, printed by photogravure. Known 
with special "First Day" (in Russian and in French) cancellation-to-order. 

THE ROLE OF THE FORWARDING AGENT; ADDENDA 

V. Denis Vandervelde 

Thanks very largely to the enthusiasm and erudition of B.S.R.P. members at Congress and at 
the Shaftesbury Hotel meeting-which I enjoyed enormously-there is a great deal of additional inform
ation to supplement that published in B.J.R.P. 48. 

Firstly, that earliest (1792) overland cover (Moscow)-Strasbourg-St. Quentin. The sender 
endorsed it "fco Wefel," i.e. prepaid to the fortified river-port of Wesel, on the Rhine, 30 miles N.N.W, 
of Dusseldorf. But that was on 10th April, and the War of the First Coalition broke out on the 20th. 
with Russia invading Poland on 19th May. At some point then, this endorsement was erased, and the 
letter carried presumably privately, to Strasbourg. 

MODE 1: AMENDMENTS 
Location of Forwarding Recorded 

Agent Dates 
BRODY Oct. 1824 

MEMEL 

VIENNA(?) 

WINDAU 

June 1820-
Jan. 1821 
Nov. 1854 

May 1869 

MODE III-AMENDMENTS 
HAMBURG June 1820-

Aug. 1821 
HAMBURG Sept. 1836-

April 1839 

Forwarding Agent and 
method of identification 

m.s. Brody 14/10 Octobre 1824 
pr. H. W. Kloeber 
m.s. Ruppel & Co .. Memel 

m.s. Per mezzo. D. Asorta 
(no town name) 
Blue dbl. oval h/s, 
GEBRUEDER 
GUTSCHMIDT/WINDAU 

m.s. Hamburg; Your mo. obedt. 
Sut./C. L. Burchardin 
m.s. E. H. & D. Cordes, and r/a 

Route 
(Odessa) Brody -

Huningue - Epernay 
(Moscow) - Memel -
Givet - Bordeaux 
Odessa plus Odessa disin
fection - Vienna - Genoa 
Vindava - Memel -Berlin 
- Forbach - St. Malo 

(Riga) - Hamburg -
London 
(St. P/burg) - Hamburg -
London 
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HAMBURG 

LIVERPOOL 

LONDON 

LIVERPOOL 

ADDITIONS 
AMSTERDAM 

OSTEND 

ALTONA 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

HAMBURG 

LUBECK 

LUBECK 

LONDON 

Mar. 
Oct. 
June 
Mar. 

Sept. 
Mar. 

May 

April 
Mar. 
Jan. 
June 
Sept. 

July 

1842-
1845 
1823-
1825 

1851-
1859 

1866 

1850-
1852 
1844--
1844 
1822 

1834 

May 1838-
0ct. 1844 
Sept; 1847 

May 1845 

June 1848-
Aug. 1850 
Oct. 1848 

m.s. Hamburg (date) pr. 
Haller, Soble & Co. 
Boxed h/s, 49 x 13mm. 
Forwarded by Y. 0. Sts./ 
Maury Latham & Co. Liverpool 
Endorsed in m.s. "forwarded by 
Doxat & Co., London," and 
r/a 
Oval h/s, 31 x 20mm., 
FORWARDED BY BARING 
BROS. & Co./LIVERPOOL, in 
green and r/a. 

boxed h/s 39 x 7mm. in blue, 
WERLEMANN & LADO 
dbl. oval h/s, Charles Liebaert 
/a Ostende; and r/a 
m.s. Joh. Jui. Reineke in Altona 

(St. P/burg) - Hamburg -
London 
(St. P/burg) - (Liverpool ► 
- New York - Boston or 
Philadelphia 
St. P/burg - Aachen -
Ostend - London -
Lisbon 
St. P/burg - Bromberg_ 
T.P.O. - Liverpool L.P.Q_ 
BOSTON (U.S.A.) 

(Riga) - Amsterdam 
Bordeaux 
(St. P/burg) - Berlin 
Ostend - London 
(Riga)- Valenciennes -
Bordeaux 

m.s. Smith & Sons, Hamburgh (St. P/burg) "per Nicolay 

m.s. Lud. F. Volckers in 
Hamburg 
m.s. p. Bruckner & Albers, 
Hamburg 
Dbl. oval JAC. LUO. 
BRUHNS & SOHN/LUBECK 

- Hamburg - London 
(St. P/burg) - Hamburg 
- Bordeaux 
(St. P/burg) - Hamburg• 
- Bordeaux 
(Helsingfors) - Lubeck** 
- Hamburg City Post -
London 

m.s. p. Dampschiff p. C. F. (St. P/burg) - Lubeck** 
Gundlack W. Koch & Co.*** - Bordeaux 
m.s. forwarded. p. John Mollett (St. P/burg) -.(London) -
(addressed c/o Doxat & Co., (Lisbon) : (no postal mark-
London) ings) 

Notes: •••Tue letter of Aug. 1850 was not sent "p. dampschiff" to Lubeck, but by the overland 
route, as evideneed by a Tilsit (Prussian P.O.) handstamp) 

• and ** See explanations in original article. 
MODE IV: ADDITIONS 
CONSTANTINOPLE Mar. 1868 

CONSTANTINOPLE Feb. 1864 

CONSTANTINOPLE Feb. 1866 

AMENDMENT 

dbl. oval Schembri & Righin/ 
Spedizione Marittina/ 
Constantinopoli 
blue dbl. oval h/s, NICOLO P. 
MALANDRACHI/CONSTAN
TINOPOLI 
dlb. oval h/s, Antonino Geraci/ 
Constantinopoli 

(Odessa) - Const'ple 
French P.O. - Messina 

(Taganrog)-Lloyd Agency 
Const'ple* - Cephalonia 

(Odessa) - "Danube" 
(Fr. Steamer)-Messina -
Palermo 

CONSTANTINOPLE Oct. 1862- dbl. oval P. N. Petrocochino (Odessa) - Const'ple 
May 1863 - Constantinope French P.O. - Messina 

. (note spelling of name) 
Notes: *Presumably sent stampless to Const'ple, where the F.A. attached Austrian adhesives to 

the value of 15 soldi, and handed it to the Lloyd Agency office. 
MODE V: Insert between the first and second paras:-

Dr. Wortman has shown me a remarkable cover of May 1847, Kertch to Genoa, with both dis
infection cachet and postmark of Kertch, and the following endorsement in m.s.: "Recommendata alla 
S. Raffaele Chighizola, Console di S, M. Sarda in Kertcb." But whether the Sardinian Consul was. 
acting as a forwarding agent is very difficult to determine. 
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RUSSIAN STAMPS PERFORATED WITH INITIALS 

B. Pritt 
Stamps with perforated initials were first introduced, in England, when J. Sloper was granted 

permission to perforate postage stamps in 1868. Ten years earlier, in 1858, he had patented his per
forating machine, the first of its kind. Stamps perforated with initials have been used for security reasons 
in almost every country, both by Governments, and by private firms and individuals. Some Govern
ments still use stamps so perforated today. 

Perforated initials are found on Russian stamps dated between 1912 and 1920 ( ?). As far as I 
know, they were used right up into Soviet times. 

The B.J.R.P. for May 1954 contained an article ·bn stamps with perforated initials. The views 
expressed in the article may be true, but some stamps I have seen bear a datestamp different to the post 
office indicated by the initials. As we have, so far, only loose stamps, and no covers or pieces, it is very 
difficult to arrive at a conclusion as to whether or not the stamps were perforated before or after affixing. 

My own opinion is that the stamps were . perforated beforehand, with the exception of Figs. 2 
and 3, in the page of illustrations (see centre pages). In these cases, I think the perforations were used 
as an additional method of cancellation. 

Thanks to Mr. J. Lloyd, I have a block of Fiscal stamps which were cancelled after affixing to a 
document (Fig. 3). The pattern of perforations corresponds to Figs. 1 and 2, though of course the 
letters are different . The Perforated Initials ("Perfin") of Fig. 3 reads B.O.C. (in Russian) and stands 
for Vinnitsa Okruzhnoi Sud (Vinnitsa District Court). 

"Filatelyia S.S.S.R. "of September 1972 has an article on "Perfins" by P. Mazur. The author 
gives a list of different Perfins, which I reproduce:-

set. 

M. P. . I. R. KIEV 2 
X. K. G. R. KIEV P. 
V. P. A. K. MINSK P. 
P. 0. IR/A SMELA 

N. P/A 
N. P. 
V. K. 

(The items N. P./A and N. P. are, surprisingly, in Latin characters). 
From our own collections, we are able to illustrate a number of perfins (see centre pages). 
Fig. 1. Moscow post VI postmark Sedlets 18.11.13. 
Fig, 2. Fiscal stamps Warsaw Town administration. 
Fig. 3. Fiscal stamps perforated Vinnitsa. District Court. 
Fig. 4. M. P./1 postmark Moscow 1st Otdelenie 17.2.13. 
Fig. 5. M. P./5 postmark Moscow ·5th Post Tel. Otd. (no date). 
Fig. 6. M. P./V postmark Moscow V Expeditsia (no date). 
Fig. 7. M. P./VI postmark Riga 24.10.13. 
Fig. 8. M. P./69 postmark undecipherable. 
Fig. 9. M. P./X.O. postmark Moscow Khodiinskoe Post Tel. Otd. 5. 8.13. 
Fig. 10. M. P./61 · postmark 61st Town Post 28.3.13. 
Fig. ll. M. P./63 postmark Moscow 63rd Post Otd. (no date) . 

. Fig. 12. M. P./66 postmark Moscow 66 3.12.13. 
Fig. 13. A. K. postmark Poddembitsii 1.2.13. 
Fig. 14. A. 0. postmark ...... rotskoe 19.9.13 
Fig. 15. L. Ts. postmark Lodts 4.1.12. 
Fig. 16. V. P. postmark Vladivostok 22.10.15 
Fig. 17. L. 0. postmark Petrograd ?.11.15. 
Fig. 18. 0. P./K postmark Odessa (no date). 
Fig. 19. 0. P./K postmark Odessa ?. ?.17. 

(This stamp was folded before perforation). 
Fig. 20. T. K./1 postmark Tiflis 14.10.17. 
Fig. 2L T . . K./2 postmark undecipherable. 
Fig. 22. T. K./3 postmark Tiflis (as well as Kerch postmark). 
All the stamps seen are S. G. Nos. 77, 78, 95, 103, 104, 105, 106, and stamps from the Romanov 

Dr, A. H. Wortman has in his collection a stamp perforated as in Fig. 1 but with the postmark 
NOVII URGEN 'CH KHIVA 8.4'.13; also a Savings Bank stamp perforat~d M. P./65 bearing a post-
mark ....... . ANKOV, RIAZAN. 
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In the February 1973 number of "Filately S.S.S.R." two letters from readers are published under 
the title "Perforation on the Russian Pre-Revolutionary Stamps." A Leningrad collector, Mr. V. 
Alexandrow reports Perlin 0. P./K with an .Odessa postmark 10.4.13; perforation P. 0. exists with 
perfin 2 and 3, postmarked in Moscow and Perm districts, and a l0R. stamp (S. G. 91) with a cross in 
the middle of the circle, postmarked Voronezh 27.1.17. Also a Russian Levant stamp with perforation 
resembling the Russian letter "IA." 

A Moscow collector Mr. P. Girshm::m mentions that quite a few stamps with perforation M. P. 
have a heavy blue pencil marking. He has stamps perforated M. P. and a number, postmarked in Tash
kent, Starii Tashkent, Samarkand, and Karshi, Bukhara, and also a 2k. stamp perforated "V. E." (in 
Latin characters) postmarked Helsingfors 1911. 

My thanks go to Mr. E. G. Peel and to Dr. A. H. Wortman for their kindness in allowing me to 
phot ograph some of the stamps. I would be very pleased to hear from readers who might be able to 
supply further information. 

NEWS AND VIEWS 

Medals appear to be falling like raindrops on the heads of our members, judging from recent 
exhibition reports, some of the awards being of particular merit, and quite outstanding. The British 
Philatelic Exhibition, being held at the beginning of November 1973, as these notes are being written, 
has awarded a gold medal to Dr. Raymond Casey for "Russian Post Offices in the Far East," and if this 
in itself was not outstanding enough, our member's exhibit also gained the award of the Postal History 
Society, Mr. Hilary Norwood also .splendidly gained a Bronze-Silver medal, coupled with the first 
presentation of the Kay Horowicz Memoriaf Award, for ·a showing of the Municipal Posts and Local 
Issues of Polish Towns during the First World War; and last (but doubtless least) copies of B.J.R.P. 
Nos. 47 and 48 fetched a silver medal (for the second year running) again the highest award among 
journals. 

At "Polska 1973" -.yhere Mr. Alex Droar was British Commissioner, in Poznan, both Mr. M.A. 
Bojanowicz, R.D.P., and Mr. M. Liphschutz, R.D.P. exhibited in the Court of Honour, with "Poland 
No. l," and "Russian Essays and Covers" respectively. Mr. Liphschutz gained a Gold Medal for "Polish 
Cancellations on Russian Stamps and Poland No. l"; whilst Mr. Droar a vermeil for "Imperial Russia." 
Vermeils were also awarded to Pers Anders-Erixon for "Russia 1882-1922"; Harry von Hofmann for 
"Lettland-Vorlanfer"; and Mr. George South for "Finland 1636-1890." Silver medals went to Andrew 
·Cronin for his ten frames of Tannu Tuva (against heavy competition from S. M. Blekhman (Moscow) 
who gained a Gold); Harry von Hofmann for "Estonia"; E. Kobylanski for "Ukraine"; and John Lloyd 
for "Russian Pre-Adhesives." Dr. M. Skweir gained a bronze for "Ukraine"; whilst B.J.R.P. was 
awarded a Silver diploma. 

I.B.R.A.-Munchen 73, the International Exhibition held at Munich in May, 1973 was another 
occasion at which B.S.R.P. members did well. Unfortunately we have only reports in the British phila
telic press to go on, so we must apologise if any of our overseas' members gained awards which we cannot 
record. Mr. E. Kobylanski gained both a Silver and a Bronze for "Ukraine"; Mr. George South a Silver 
(with felicitations of the jury) for "Sungei Ujong"; and John Lloyd was awarded both a silver, and silver
bronze, for Russian exhibits. 

At Stampex 1973 held in London in February, Dr. R. J. Ceresa and Mr. E. Kobylanski gained 
silver-gilt awards. 

Mr. Denis Vandervelde's article in Journal 48 on "The role of the Forwarding Agent" certainly 
:grabbed the interest of readers, and ensured a good turn out of members for the Society meeting which 
followed publication of the Journal. So much so that many additions and amendments can be made 
to the original article, and these are published in this number. Altogether a highly successful oper
ation! 

Two readers comment on Mr. Ian Baillie's article on Vilna "Par" (B.J.R.P. 48, page 27). Dr. Ray
·mond Casey says that he had three covers bearing this mark, one of which he sent to a correspondent 
in Moscow for comment. He did not knew the answer either, but made the observation that the fact 
the river was frozen over in winter would not necessarily have prevented the use of a "Parakhod" Can
cellation as these were frequently applied on shore anyway. Dr. Casey refers to an 1889 publication 
"Russian Pictures" by T. Mitchell which states that Vilna was a big centre for the export of timber and 
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:grain by river and rail; and considers that as "Par." for "Parakhod" was quite normal on postmarks 
of the 19th century (viz. the Levant lines), he is inclined to accept the idea that "Vilna Par." is a ship 
mark, at least as a working hypothesis. Dr. Casey also mentions that a variant appeared in the 1860's; 
.. Vilna Par." but with a hand sign at the end; this shows that the word "Par." was not an abbreviation 
of "Partikulyanyi" (private) as has been suggested. Mr. John Lloyd is a keen supporter of "Parti
kulyanyi" nevertheless, and feels this is quite understandable when compared with other handstamps
for example "K P" for "Official Post," or "K. K. Mitava" for "Official Correspondence Mitava," in 
order to indicate· the non-official character of the letter. John believes it is a more common m:trking 
than "K. P" or "K. K.", and promises to give some further information, later on, of a "Vilna Par" entire 
in his collection, since at the time of writing it was being exhibited at Poznan. 

Mr. Alex Droar (Surbiton) writes to express regret that due to a misunderstanding, Mr. M. A. 
Bojanowicz's name had been inadvertently quoted as being the owner of the three covers in the article 
"The Handstruck Marks of Warsaw" in B.J.R.P. 47 (Type I, 28th Oct. 1760; Type II 4th Apr., 1779; 
Type III, 3rd Aug., 1795) when in fact they belong to the collection of Mr. S. J. Capes. Mr. Droar also 
acknowledges that material belonging to Mr. E. C. Cull would have been a valuable addition to the 
original article; this was noted on page 23 of B.J.R.P., 48. These errors and omissions which were not 
intentional, were much regretted. 

Our congratulations to Dr. Alfred H. Wortman (Enfield) who was elected President of The Postal 
History Society at its 29th Annual Conference on 27th October, 1973, held at Falmouth, Cornwall. 
We have previously mentioned Alfred's busy retirement, and are grateful to him in providing us with 
the first part of an interesting article on Village Cancellations which is included in this Journal. Con
gratulations also to Dr. Wortman in winning the Postal History Bowl (presented by the late J. F. Dawes) 
at the Middlesex Convention with an Imperial Russian entry. · 

. A pleasant "Country" meeting was held at the home of the Editor, on 19th May, 1973, 
and though attendance was disappointing, pleasant sessions produced much interesting material and 
discussion, especially relating to the Civil War period. Some photographs, taken · on this occasion, 
appear in the centre pages, and it was nice to see Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Knighton; Mr. and Mrs. Robin 
Joseph; Mr. and Mrs. Eric Poulter; and Mr. B. K. Soper, who all made the fairly lengthy journey to 
Chester. 

Boris Pritt (Ruislip) recently acquired two interesting P.O.W. cards, both of which have been 
·'disinfected." The first bears an Austrian datestamp of 15.IX.17 and is sent to Vienna from Epidemic 
Hospital No. 6, and whilst the sender refers to the fact that he is in Poland, the location of this hospital 
is not known. The second card is not datestamped, but judging from the handstamp has been sent from 
the Infection Ward of the K. and K. Fortress Hospital No. 2, the location of which is given as Podgorze, 
near Krakow. These interesting cards are illustrated in the centre pages. 

Derek Palmer (Santiago, Chile) sent us, before the momentuous events there earlier in the year, 
three photographs of items in his collection. The first is a 1933 Air Cover from Nikolaev to Berlin, 
and is attractive because of the variety of cachets and other handstamps it bears. Earlier air ·covers 
appear to be coming increasingly popular, and cannot be too common from Russia. The remaining 
two items are examples of "Philatelic Tax" stamps (Nos. US8, and US20 of the "Cercle-Philatelique 
France-U.R.S.S." catalogue). Illustrations of these items appear in the centre pages. 

Mr. Eric Poulter (Bramhall) writes about the Batum cover illustrated in B.J.R.P. 45. The letters 
in the address which look like "C H A," Eric feels are likely to be really "G H Q" written by a hand 
unused to Western European characters, and we are sure he is right. The Editor feels equally sure that 
"C. S. T." is shorthand for Constantinople, but Eric is not so keen about this. Eric has two queries; 
one is a rectangular handstamp 39 x 9 mm. occurring on a cover sent from Warsaw to St. Ludwig (now 
St. Louis), Alsace in February 1918. It reads ST. LUDWIG/ELSASE/P.K./GEPRUFT ....... . 
ls this a censor marking, or what is its meaning? Alsace specialists forward, please! The second query 
concerns the cover illustrated by Eric in B.J.R.P. 45, with the cachet "BRITISH COMMISSION/FOR 
THE/BALTIC PROVINCES" and G V R cypher. At right the "Commission" wording is presumably 
repeated in one of the Baltic languages "DIDZI . .... • . . . K. . . . . . . . BAL T[J ........ " Eric 
very keen to learn the full wording, and which language it is in. 

Two items in the September, 1973 issue of "Collectors' Club Philatelist" interested us. Firstly, 
Gordon Torrey (Washington)-B. S. R. P. member, and now President of Rossica Society-recently gave 
a display to the Collectors' Club of Ottoman Turkish Postal History. We mention this not only because 
of the honour of giving a display to the U.S. counterpart of the "Royal," but our wish to offer con-
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gratulations on account of the unusual nature of the display. For example, it commenced with an 
official letter from Bayazid in 1806, and included the fine cover of 1877 (the only one recorded) from the 
Turkish P.O. in Batum, which was illustrated in B.J.R.P. 48. The second reference in the "C C p·· 
which caught our eye was a review of a new handbook of 96 pages by John Bulat-"Illustrated Postage 
Stamp History of Western Ukrainian Republic 1918-1919." We hope one of our Ukrainian enthus
iasts who have a copy of this book will write some notes on it for B.J.R.P. 

An interesting letter from Prof. 0. Winterstein (Zollikon) recalls some notes in B.J.R.P. 36 (page 
41) where there is mentioned a postal stationery cover bearing a truncated triangle dots cancellation 
numberd 1444, from St. Glubokoe to Vilna, 28/29th October, 1875. As a follow-up, Prof. Winter
stein can report the acquisition of a stamp (S. G. 22, 20k. orange and blue) with a similar cancellation 
but numbered 1409; and a postal-stationery cut-out with a truncated triangle numbered 1016 (see illus
tration in ceiltre pages). Pursuing the subject of "Double-circle Cancellations with Dots instead of 
Bars" (B.J.R.P. 48, page 21), Prof. Winterstein reports two examples from GOMEL MOGIL. (script 
letter "g") showing the dots in a 3 3 4 3 arrangement. Whilst the seven dots at the base are regularly 
apportioned, those at the top are close together and inclined to the right, as though the arrangement 
should really have been 3 4 4 3. 

Norman Fritzberg (Minneapolis) has been finding some interesting items of late, including two 
covers, apparently addressed to himself, by a British officer, Lt. Col. T. H. Keyes, when he was with the 
British Military Mission to South Russia, in Ekaternodar. These covers, each franked by 12 copies of 
the 5k. Savings Bank stamps, and registered, were cancelled EKATERINODAR ?b 22.3.19. The 
registration labels bear consecutive numbers, so possibly Keyes was a philatelist (see centre pages for 
illustrations). Norman also acquired a number of other imposing S. Russia items including a money 
transfer card with a strip of 5 x lOR. Denikins cancelled NIZHNECHIRSKAYA, DON. "a" 18.6.20. 
The registration label reads, after the town and oblast names "DON KONTR. PAL." Can any readers 
enlighten us about the significance of this wording? Amongst some Soviet material, a single S. G. 551 
was found cancelled AVTOZAVOD AG. SY. N6. dated 5.11.32. Presumably Automobile Factory 
No. 6, but where?-in Moscow? Another item, a stampless cover from "Mejdounarodnaia Kniga
Antiquariat" of 18.10.35 bears a cachet in French-MOSCOU/BUREAUAE POSTE/TAXE PERQUE. 
Excusing this Russian French, it would seem to indicate that postage had been collected. 

A nice card from Mr. Walter Frauenlob (Bern) again visited by friends from England, sends his 
greetings to B.S.R.P. members. Boris and Lily Pritt who again called to see him, enjoyed talking stamps 
over Swiss milk chocolate (if you please!). Perhaps this is why succes<; in the philatelic fiek! has eluded 
us for so long-·.ve've always moppe::l up the wrong thing whe;i talking stamps! 

We learn that a member.of "U.P.V.," "Rossica," and now of B.S.R.P.-Mr. W. J. Diep~nbroek 
(Bussum, Holland) who is shortly retiring from busine3,," and (aput tending his garden and greenhouse) 

· preparing to concentrate on Russian philately, has recently acquired the mangificent collection of Ukraine 
forme:i by Dr. R. Seichter (Soltau). Apart from this tremendous coup, Mr. Diepenbroek has already 
a remarkable colle~tion of Zemstvo material,and-we wish him great success in the Russian field. As 
some readers will know, Dr. Seichter has not enjoyed good health for some tirrie, culminating in a serious 
operation, and we·trust he now feels much better. As Mr. Diepertbroek puts it, he hopes Dr. Seichter's 
health allows him to instruct his pupil for many years to come! 

It was nice to receive a short note from Dr. N. Luchnik (U.S.S.R.) and we wish him all the best 
for 1974. Nick received a silver-gilt at "Belgica" where he showed "Used Abroad." "Ship Mail" he 
displayed in Paris where he got a vermeil medal. Apologies for our incorrect descriptions in earlier 
journals. 

Turning from correspondence, we beg to draw the attention of members to the fact that our next 
issue, scheduled for mid-1974, will be our 50th edition. For our Journ~l-of which we are all modestly 
proud-this is quite a milestone, and we should like to commemorate the event by issuing a really out
standing number. To members, therefore, who are working on new subjects, we should appreciate· 
contributions for this forthcoming issue. It says much for Russian philately that new aspects are con
tinually arising, and it is especially pleasant to be able to report on new work in the pages of B.J.R.P. 
The Editor would be very happy to receive articles, preferably by March or April, 1974 if this could be 
arranged. 
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OBITUARY 

LT.-COL. G. H. C. NAPIER 
.•. 

We are sorry to record the death ofLt.-Col. G. H. C. Napier on 28th June, 1973. Although having 
joined our Society relatively recently, in 1972, he was well known in philatelic circles, particularly for 
his interest in the stamps and postal history of South Australia. However, he had more general inter
ests in a whole host of countries, Russia and Persia among them. 

· Apart from being a member of B.S.R.P., he was, to our certain knowledge, a member of the 
Society of Postal Historians, and of the Collectors' Club, New York, and doubtless of other eminent 
Societies, too. 

REVIEWS OF NEW PUBLICATIONS 

FILATELIYA S.S.S.R. 1973 (No. I Jan., No. 2 Feb., No. 3 Mar., No. 4, Apr., No. 5, May, No. 6, June, 
No. 7 July, No. 8 Aug., No. 9 Sept.). (In Russian). (Annual Subscription may be booked/or £2.20 through
Col/et's Holdings Ltd., Denington Estate, London Road, Wellingborough, Northants). 

As we know, this monthly stamp journal from Moscow is mainly concerned with Soviet new 
issues and thematic collecting, but most issµes contain at least one article on older stamps or postal 
history. In the nine issues under review, the following contributions are especially noteworthy: No. 1-
"Omsk Vistavka 1911" by Zh. Aronova; "In the Name of Truth" (Dates of issue of the Kerensky stamps) 
by P. Mazur; "For the Benefit of War Orphans" (1905 Charity stamps) by K. Berngard; No. 2-"Zem
stvo postal services and postage stamps ofBerdiansk Uyezd" by U. Rudnikov; "Post Services of Ancient 
Russia" by A. Vigilev; No. 3-"More Oil Varieties of Early Russian·stamps" by v; Lobachevskii; No. 4-
"More on Perfins" by P. Mazur; "Research into the Polish Postal charges and Postmarks of Western 
Ukraine and Western Byelorussia" by V. Lashkevich; No. 5-"Unknown Provisionals of 1919-1922". 
by Y. Dimanstein; "Moscow P.O. Perfins in Pre-revolutionary Russia" by P. Mazur; No. 6-First part 
of"Russian Stamped Envelopes 1845-1868'.: by V. Lobachevsk, and our ownM. A. Bojanowicz; "Russian 
Stamped Envelopes used in Poland" (translated from the English by K. Berngard); No. 7-a valuable 
and unusual article "The Beginning of Voronezh Postal Services" by A. Vigilev, which takes the story 
to about 1700; the second part of the V. Lobachevsky article on stamped envelopes; "Stamped Cards. 
issued by the Soviet Postal Services for Judicial correspondence" by V. Yakobs; "Specimen overprints 
on Russian Charity stamps" by Y. Rudnikov; and (if you please!) an article on early London Penny 
Posts (Dockwra) by E. Nesterova; No. 8-Some scarce blocks, and other items from the collection of 
K. Vasilyev (Tallinn) are described by V. MaiOl'.ov; N9. 9:-Some all too short notes by K. Berngard on the 
Balloon and Pigeon Post organised at the Polytechnical Exhibition of 1872; "Postal Documents of Early 
Antarctic Expeditions" by K Sashenkov; "Odessa· Red Cross Envelopes" by Pereval L. Kolosov. 

PHILATELIA BALTICA. No. 53, Feb. 1973; No. 54, May 1973. Edited by Harry von Hofmann, D 2 
Hamburg 52, Postfach 52 05 66, West Germany. Journal of the "Latvian Study Circle" in the Association 
of German Philatelists. Annual subscription 16 DM (7.00 dollars U.S.). In German. 

A most interesting faclusion in some issues oC.'Philatelia. 8a.ltica'' a.re the photographs of old 
Post Offices from the Baltic countries. These are dated 1907, and are evidently procured from the 
Central Baltic Library in Luneburg. No. 53 features the Post Office at Kandau (Kandava); and No. 
54, Doblen (Dobele). Issue No. 53 is almost entirely devoted to a Russo-German Postal agreement of 
1851, whilst No. 54 concerns itself ,with a later agreement of 1872; German Field Post of the Eastern 
Front; and other general topics of interest to the Baltic collector. 

FRANCE-U.R.S.S. PHILATELIE (Le Timbre Sovietique). No. 36, Oct. 1972; No. 37, Jan. 1973; No. 
38, April 1973; No. 39, July 1973. Edited by Guy Rwneau. Official journal of the Cercle Philatelique 
France-U.R.S.S., 8 rue de la Vrilliere, Paris ler. (In French). 

The latest numbers of our French contemporary provide us with some interesting material, as. 
always. In a report on "Be]gica 1972" by Michel Lipbschutz in No. 36, we elicit the interesting fact that 
Mr. W. E. Lea (London) showed, amongst other treasures, a pre-adhesive cover bearing a SAINT 
PETERSBOURG handstamp, the Jetter being dated 14 February, 1766, the earliest date recorded so 
far. Amongst other interesting items in the same issue is an instalment. of "The History of the Post in 
Azerbaijan" by E. S. Voikhansky (Baku) with some fresh details of certain obscure postal arrangements 
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operating in Transcaucasia in 1919; and a reprint (translated by G. Rum~::m) of the first part of P. T. 
Ashford's "Russian Posts of the 18th Century" which originally appeared in B.J.R.P. No. 37 continues 
with the same serial; a translation ofan article by B. A. K11minskii on "Russia Nos. 1-4," and a further 
part of the E. S. Voikhansky article on Azerbaijan. This is continued in No. 38 and No. 39, together 
with further instalments of the Ashford, and Kaminskii articles. Each issue includes domestic news of 

· the Cercle, and New Issues of U.S.S.R. and France. 

MEETING REPORTS 

The 121st and annual general meeting of the Society was held at the Shaftesbury Hotel, Monmouth 
Street, London, W.C.2 on Saturday, 20th January, 1973 at 2.30 p.m. Mr. M. A. Bojanowicz presided 
and there were fourteen members present. Apologies for absence were received from Dr. Casey and 
Messrs. Ashford, Waugh, Knighton, Kalmus, Handford, Cater and Cuell. The President then asked 
for members to stand in memory of four members deceasd since our previous meeting on 28th October, 
1972, being Mr. Harry Myers, London, Dr. Ado Blecher of West Germany, Mr. Albert Gold of the 
U.S.A. and Capt. B. J. Rogers-Til'3tone (R.N. (ret.) R.D.P. of Ditchling, Sussex. 

It was proposed that the minutes be accepted and signed; all agreed. · No matters were arising. 
The hon. secretary, Mr. Lloyd, then read his report: "The Society continues to maintain its popul

arity among philatelists both at home and abroad. Nineteen new members enrolled during 1972, five 
short of the previous best in 1971. 

"The Society has been very successful at National and International Exhibitions, its Journal 
winning at B.P.E. and at Belgica. The Webb Memorial Trophy being the most coveted. Our Journal 
was also very much admired at the Moscow-Paris-Bakou International Exhibition held in Paris in 1972 
where it also received an award. There is too long a list of B.S.R.P. members who won awards at a 
number of these Exhibitions-to these all due congratulations. 

"At the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain held at Llandudno this past year, B.S.R.P. was well 
represented by Messrs. Handford, Droar, Ashford and myself. This year Congress will be held in 
London from 30th April to 4th May inclusive. • 

The expenses of the Society continue to rise and was in the main the reason for not producing · 
the new membership booklet and rules of the Society. We may have to think of producing this in leaflet 
form instead of a booklet as in the past." 

The hon. secretary then asked that the following applicants for membership be formally elected: 
ROMAN PITIO, 31, Laurel Ave, Irvington, N.J. 07111, U.S.A. 
GLEN TUTTON, Perry Street Lodge, Scadbury Park, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6PP. 
JOHN L. KELION, 118, Albury Drive, Hatch End, Pinner, Middx. 
RON A. ZELONKA, 15b Stretton Ave, Cambridge, CB4 3ES. 
The hon. secretary's report was unanimously approved. 
The Hon. Treasurer's Report. Mr. Joseph told members that the audit of the 1971 accounts, 

unavoidably delayed, had now been completed and signed. They were handed to the secretary to be 
attached to the Minute Book. 

Mr. Joseph then presented his statement of accounts for 1972, subject to Audit. These showed that 
in 1972 the Society had an excess of expenditure over income of £81.26. The hon. treasurer t.hen went 
to say that if we budget for 1973 on the same basis our expenditure could expect to be greater. VAT 
will probably cost the Society £30 per year and in 1974 this could rise to £50-£60. With an expected 
increase in cost of the Journal production and a promise of increased postal charges, our position will 
not be at all favourable. With the expected increase in expenditure over income in 1973, which would be 
bearable, to continue publication of the Journal and cope with rising costs after 1973 we must increase 
our annual subscriptions. Mr. Joseph, therefore, proposed that the subscriptions be raised to £3 per 
annum from 1st January, 1974. Mr. Mushlin seconded this-all present agreed. 

A decision was taken by the committee in October 1972 to create an Exchange Packet Contingency 
Fund for the purpose of safeguarding contributors, due to Insurance Companies non-coverage of cir
culating packets and no parcel registration by the Post Office. The Packet Superintendent will continue 
to.charge for insurance as heretofore, but will credit such payments to this Fund. In addition, it is the 
intention to pay all or part of the profits made on the Packet into this Fund until such time that an ade
quate reserve has been built up-this will be reviewed each year. The reserve of funds will not be used 
in the normal expenses of the Society unless authorised by the Executive Committee. 
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Exchange Packet Superintendent's Report. This has been the most successful year yet, said Mr. 
Kellaway. There was a very good supply of material, making it possible to send our packets at regular 
.intervals. ·Total sales amounted to £1,800 and after paying all expenses, there was a profit of over £150. 

During the year, the Insurance Company decided to discontinue the insurance of Club packets 
.and the Post Office discontinued the registration of parcels. As a result of these changes, the Society 
now provides its own insurance cover and the rules have been changed to allow parcels to be sent by the 
new C.F. post. The loss of a packet would be a very serious matter for the Society and it is essential that 
either C.F. post or registration be used (if a packet weighs less than 1 ½lbs. then registration is not much 
more expensive than C.F. post and it provides £50 extra cover). 

A vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. Kellaway on his hard work in making possible such a 
successful year. Our President, Mr. Bojanowicz wished to proffer a very special "thank you" to Mr. 
Kellaway recorded to this success, which proved beyond any doubt the demand for our Society Packet. 

Mr. Kellaway was then authorised to invest the profit of the packet, in Premium Bonds if they 
could be held in the Society's name, or consider other means of investment suitable to his needs for a 
quick settlement if the loss of a packet required compensation. 

• Journal Editor's Report. In Mr. Ashford's absence, Mr. Lloyd read a report-"At the A.G.M. 
a year ago, the Editor undertook to produce Journal 46, which had been delayed from 1971 , and two other 
Journals during the course of 1972. This was not achieved but No. 46 was despatched in February, and 
No. 47 in November. Part of the MSS for No. 48 is at present· with the printer and the remainder should 
be in printer's hands within two weeks. Publication should be early in March. 

"Mr. Waugh had noved from Beckington to South Devon and could no longer send Journals 
to members. We were most grateful for all his help. All Journals are now despatched from Chester, 
franked with obsolete or other interesting issues wherever possible. 

"Journal 48 should again be a good issue and the Editor was making approaches to members in 
efforts to secure material for No. · 49. Our thanks to all contributors who have helped to make 1972 
Journals so successful." 

Mr. Bojanowicz proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Ashford for his work on publishing the Journals 
-all present , concurred. 

Research Superintendent's Report. Dr. Ceresa said that during 1972 five new letters had been 
circulated on Savings Bank Issues, Shagiv forgeries, N.W. Army forgeries, Kharkov surcharges, and 
Armenian forgeries. In all twelve members had participated, and the result of this co-operative research 
will be submitted to the Editor for inclusion in the Journal. 

Expertization: Approx. 250 N.W. Army surcharges have been expertised and about the same 
number of Armenian stamps had been submitted. Approx. 30 stamps of the Civil War period sent in 
included some interesting home perfs. to give the imperf. between of the 1923 period, one being the S. G. 
252. 

Members writing in steadily are members of both B.S.R.P. and Rossica Society and when the 
majority of contributing members are Rossica's, it is politic to publish the results in the Rossica Journal. 
More requests from B.S.R.P. members will redress the balance. The report was approved by members 
present. . 

Hon . . Librarian's Report. Mr. Joseph thanked members Ashford, Bulak, Norwood, Soper, 
Roberts and Tann for donations to the Library. The following books were purchased during the year: 
Baedekers Russia 1914; 1971 H.J.M.R. Catalogues; The Guide to the Great Siberian Rly, 1900; Higgins 
& Gage, Sec. E.F.L. & R.; Les Diverses Emissions de la Legion Tcheque en Siberie, and lastly The 
White Generals. There was an improvement on the number of members using the Library in 1972. 

Mr. Ashford had obtained a quote of £10 for 250 copies of a new Library List, it was proposed that 
this be accepted and the work put in hand. 

Due to the financial position, the production in quantity of the Journal Index is suspended for 
the time being. A few copies will be typed by the end of March or early April and made available to 
members, the borrower to pay postage both ways. 

The Librarian's Report was approved unanimously with a vote of thanks from members and 
special thanks and comment by the President. 

Press Secretary's Report. Mr. Norwood had little to report other than to say that he continued 
to send reports to 7 Philatelic Publications. The report was approved, with the thanks of members. 

Election of Officers. The President, Mr. Bojanowicz and Vice-President, Mr. A. Droar remain 
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as 1972 until January 1975. The officers and committees were re-elected en bloc and were as follows~ 
Hon. Secretary, J. Lloyd; Hon. Treasurer, R. L. Joseph; Packet Superintendent, W. G. Kellaway; 
Research Superintendent, Dr. R. Ceresa; Journal Editor, P. T. Ashford; Press Secretary, H. Norwood, 
Librarian, R. L. Joseph; and the B.S.R.P. representative in America, Mr. Andrew Cronin. Committee: 
Mr. A. S. Waugh, Dr. A. H. Wortman, Mr. E. G. Peel, Mr. D. Mushlin and Mr. B. Pritt. There was no 
nomination for Auditor, but Mr. Joseph suggested a professional colleague, Mr. Michael Howe. This 
was proposed and accepted by all present. 

There being no other business, members mounted the combined display of "Soviet Definitives." 

The 122nd meeting of the Society was held at the Shaftesbury Hotel, Monmouth Street, London, 
W.C.2 on Saturday, 17th March, 1973 at 2.30 p.m. 

Mr. Bojanowicz being absent Mr. A. Droar our Vice-President, was in the chair with fourteen 
other members also present. Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. R. Knighton, C. C. 
Handford, A. W. Cooper, P. T. Ashford, W. G. Kellaway, Dr. R. Casey and Mr. Kashko. 

It was proposed that the minutes be accepted and signed, and all agreed. There were no matters 
arising other than to confirm that all nominated delegates to the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain 
1973 have accepted the invitation to represent B.S.R.P. 

The Hon, Secretary had very little · to report since the A.G.M. The Awards from the Paris
Moscow-Baku Philatelic Exhibition were now in Mr. Lloyd's hands. These awards, a Diploma, Bronze 
Medal and a Special Prize from the Baku P.S. a copper plate with Caucasian motif went to B.J.R.P. on 
show at the Exhibition although not entered for competition . 

. The secretary then asked that the following applicants for membership be elected: 
D. W. GOODRIDGE, 40, Warwick Street, Iffiey Road, Oxford, OX4 lSX. 
S. A. POPE-BARTLETT, "Brambles," 2a, Timbers Close, Buckfastleigh, Devon, TQll 0DR. 
A. R. E. JACKSON, 12, Marlow Street, Westcott Street, Hull, Yorks, 
J. T. De VOSS, P.O. Box 800, State College, Pa. 16801, U.S.A. 
TOM FARION, 540, Ravelston Avenue East, Transcona, Manitoba, Canada R2C OKS. 

The treasurer reported that 1972 accounts were in for audit and that 1973 subscriptions were now 
coming in. Mr. Joseph wished to record a vote of thanks to Mr. B. Iwanoff for his donatio·n to the 
Society. 

A short note from Mr. Kellaway in his absence said that since the last meeting three packets, 
total value £480; had been sent out. · Four packets were being broken up. 
- In his absence Mr. Ashford, our Editor, sent along the following report: "Rough printers' proofs. 

have now been corrected for Journal No. 48, and despatch of Journals will be made shortly, as soon as 
printed. No. 48 will consist of 36 pages of manuscript, and an iriset of 20 pages of illustrations, making 
a total of 56 pages in all Outstanding is an article on "The Role of the Forwarding Agent" as applied 
to Russian philately, by Mr. V. Denis Vandervelde, who is giving the Society a display on this theme 
at the May meeting. The article will serve as a most timely introduction to the subject. Other con
tributions to the Journal are well up to the usual high standard. The Editor is slowly assembling mater
ial for Journal No. 49, which should be published late in the year." · 

Mr. Joseph, Librarian wished to record a vote of thanks to Dr. R. Ceresa and Mr. W. Frauenlob 
for the donation of books to the Library. The Library list is now ready and will be sent out to U.K. 
members with the next Journal. 

The programme for 1973-1974 was the subject of a short discussion, more details would be 
reported at the May meeting. 

The business of the meeting finished at 3 p.m. 
. In view of the very sad death of Capt. Rogers-Tillstone who was to have given the Society a talk 

and display of Zemstvos, Mr. E. G. Peel kindly agreed to give a talk and display of a selection from his 
collection cpvering a very wide field of Russian Postal History. 

Mr. Peel's was an unsusual display designed to show the scope of his collection in the Russian 
field. Stamps and covers of Imperial and · Soviet Russia, Levant, China, and Crete, Siberia, Ukraine, 
Kuban, Don, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Batum, Western and NW Armies, Poland, Finland, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Estonia, Memel, Mongolia, and Tuva, ; Other items showed T.P.O.s and ship mail, censor 
marks, and military posts of both World Wars, Used Abroad, Zemstvos, fiscals, proofs, essays, and 
specimens. Items of particular intere,t included:-

(a) covers from Kalgan, Chuguchak, Gensan, and Termez. 
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(b) two cards posted on Route 265 (Kharbin-Kwangchentze), one with the circular, and one with 
the oval mark. 

(c) two covers from Trebizond with FIELD RESER VE P.O. No. 159 marks. 
(d) cover from KIZYL bearing the first issue of TUVA ("Wheel of Fortune"). 
(e) a cover of 1918 bearing two examples of the Lebedin Zemstvo stamps issued under German 

military occupation, and examples of the Simbirsk "horse fee" Zemstvo fiscals. 
(f) a "Darlow" cover with the Tiflis roulette (lR. and 2 x 5k.). 
(g) a money order card franked 2 x 2R., and 2 x 3R. of the Blagoveshchensk issue and a dozen 

examples of the stamps of the Nikolaevsk-on-Amur issue. 
Mr. A. Droar (Vice-President) thanked Mr. Peel on behalf of members present for putting on 

such a wonderful show, and all concurred. 

The 123rd meeting of the Society was held at the Shaftesbury Hotel, Monmouth Street, London,. 
W.C.2 on Saturday, 12th May, 1973, at 2.30 p.m. 

The President, Mr. Bojanowicz, being absent (attending I.B.R.A. 73 International Exhibition), 
Mr. Droar was in the chair with fifteen members also present. Apologies for absence were received 
from Messrs. Bojanowicz, Handford, Ashford, Kelion, Drs. Ceresa, Crabtree and Casey. 

It was proposed that the minutes of the last meeting be accepted and signed, and all agreed. Arising 
from the Minutes, on the programme 1973-1974, the Hon. Secretary wished to confirm that our meet
ings would in future be held at the National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, London, SWlA, 2HE. The 
dates of these were as follows: 24th November, 1973; 2nd February, 30th March and 25th May, 1974. 
As agreed last year, the Society's annual competitions are to be held on the occasion of the first meeting 
of the season, which would be 24th November, 1973. 

Mr. Lloyd then said that there was little else of importance to report and asked that the following 
applicants for membership be formally elected: 

DR. H. L. WEINERT, 334 College ~ve, J\pt. F. Palo Alto, Calif. 90301, U.S.A. 
DR. A. P. HALLER, M.o., 101 South Prairie, lnglewood, Calif., U.S.A. 
G. STEPHENSON, 120, Waxwell Lane, Pinner, Middx. 
J. HODKINSON, 38, Wheatlands Park, Redcar, Teesside. 
The Hon. Treasurer in a short rei;ort said that the 1972 accounts had now been audited and handed 

to the Secretary the signed Statement of Accounts. As in previous years, these would not be circulated 
to members but if a member wished to see the statement, a copy would be sent on request, all present 
agreeing to this. 

In his letter of apology for absence Mr. Ashford said that Journal No. 48 was despatched during 
the last week of April and he hoped that the contents found general favour. Material for Journal 49 was 
being assembled and the aim is to publish towards the end of the year. 

Mr. Begley informed the hon. secretary recently, that useful contact could well be made in the 
near future with Soviet Philatelist Federation. A letter had been received from A. Yar Kravchenko. 
who replaces Mr. Ernst Krenke! as the Soviet Representative at F.T.P. It may be recalled that a sub
committee was elected in 1971 to deal with this and Mr. Norwood was the convener of these rr.eetings. 
Mr. Norwood told members that a meeting of the sub-committee would cot be called until Mr. Begley 
returned from the Soviet Union where he hoped to meet Soviet Philatelis's sometime in June. 

The business of the meeting finished at 3 p.m. 
Mr. Denis Vandervelde .then gave a. talk on "Forwarding Ag< nts handling Russian Mail." In 

his opening remarks he thanked Mr. Ashford, our Editor, for so ideally timing the publication of his 
article in our Journal No. 48, just a fortnight before he was due to give his talk. · He was ably supported 
by Mr. Ian Baillie with whom he had exchanged correspondence on "Forwarding Agents" and who had 
come up from Bristol after almost sev~n years absence from our London meetings, together with Dr_ 
Wortman's and Mr. Droar's contributions to the subject. The sum total was a most interesting and 
entertaining afternoon. Copious notes were being made during the discussion and bitter disgust was 
expressed by at least two members present who failed to "find" a single specimen of "forwarding Agents" 
among their 19th century postal history collections. 

In his concluding speech of thanks to Mr. Vandervelde for his talk, Mr. Droar said he was sure 
that all members present would agree that the afternoon had been a model example of how a philatelic 
study group could spend its time. All agreed and showed their appreciation in the usual manner. The 
meeting closed at 5 p.m. 
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