
'Ille 

iliISH JOUR 
Russian Phila~ 

No.11 1,1,q, 1111 

Publlehed by the 

Brl&leh 8oolety of Rueelan Phlla&ely 

London 





THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN 
PHILATELY 

THE JOURNAL OF THE BRITISH SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY 

(Founded 1936) 

Edited by P. T. Ashford No. 51, May, 1975 

9, Pentre Close, Ashton, Chester CH3 8BR. 

Page 

8 

11 

The Earlier Postal History of Cracow S. J. Capes 

Village Cancellations (2) Dr. A. H. Wortman 

The Budapest-Vienna-Cracow-Lemberg-Kiev Airmail 1918 

The 1916 Surcharge Leonard Tann 

E. S. Poulter 

An Outstanding Item from Azerbaijan D. W. Levandowsky 

The Role of the Forwarding Agent; Further Addenda V. Denis Vandervelde 

1- Aland Islands. Further Notes P. S. S. F. Marsden; Oleg A. Faberge; Kaj Hellmali 

:o Varieties of Soviet Miniature Sheets H. Norwood 

Russian Post in Bulgaria ; New Discoveries Dr. V. Sto_vanofl 

Two Problems. Kai Hellman 

Obituaries 

News and Views 

Reviews of New Publicatiom 

32 Meeting Reports 

All Rights Reserved 

Opinions expressed by Contributors are their own and not necessarily those of the Editor or the Society 



THE BRITISH SOCIETY 
OF RUSSIAN 

PHILATELY 

Hon. Secretary: 

J. LLOYD, 

A Society founded in 1936 
to study Philatelic 

and Postal Matters 
connected with Past and 

Present Russia 

Affiliated to the British Philatelic Association 

and to the 

Philatelic Congress of Great Britain 

President: A. DROAR 

Vice-President: W. G. KELLAWAY 

Hon. Treasurer and 
Hon. Librarian 

R. L. JOSEPH, 

Hon. Exch. Pkt. Supt.: 

"The Retreat, .. Queen's Road, 
West Bergholt, Colchester. 

53 Malham Road, 
Stourport-on-Severn, Worcs. 

W. G. KELLAWAY, 
Eboli Orchards, 

Little Eversden, Cambridge. 
CO63HE 

Hon. Research Supt.: 

DR. R. CERESA, 
Pepys Cottage, 13 High Street, 

Cottenham, Cambs. 

Hon. Editor: 

I. L. G. BAILLIE, 
The Grange, Thornbury Road, 
Thornbury, Bristol BS12 2JB 

DY13 8NT CB3 7HJ 

Hon. Press Secretary: 

H. NORWOOD, 
34 Garden Avenue, 

Bexley Heath, Kent DA 7 4LF 

Representative in North America: 

Dr. GORDON H. TORREY, 
5118 Duvall Drive, 

Washington, D.C., 20016, U.S.A. 

Committee Members: DR. A. H. WORTMAN; E. G. PEEL; A. S. WAUGH; A. PRITT and D. MusHLIN 

Annual Subscriptions: £3.00 - 8.00 dollars, Members in U.S. and Canada. 

Page 2 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 51 



SOME NOTES ON THE EARLIER POSTAL HISTORY OF CRACOW 

S. J. Capes 

These notes are compiled as a result of the collection and study of items dealing with the postal 
history of Cracow, particularly the period following the Congress of Vienna, which have been collected 
•over a period of some twenty five years. The notes are written in retrospect, my collection, now 
having passed to other hands. The majority of the photographs are all of items from my late collection. 

It is important to understand that the name for the c:ty was used in accordance with the language 
.and administration in power at the time .... Thus:-
'KRAKA U' (KRAKOV) Used during the period of Austrian administration-name, of course, 

'CRACORIE' 
•cRACORIA' 

taken from the Prussian form. . 
The original Polish form used during the period that Cracow formed the 
capital city. The capital was moved h.t~r to W.trnw for political reasons. 
Much used during the Napoleonic period. 
Also during the same period, and often used for private letters around the 

17th and 18th centuries. 
Partly for reasons of trade a quite efficient po3tal system was in operation, and a certain amount 

of private mail has been preserved, no doubt in the archives of the nobility. The ability to write letters 
would have been confined to trade, clergy, scholars or the nobility. One such letter is recorded dated 
21-3-1773, with a small single ring postal marking 17mm. diameter impressed in black reading 'CRACO
VIA' with crown at the top, and posthorn below (see fig. 2 in centre pages). Such examples are known 
in black and red and are very rare. Another cover, addressed to Grodno, of 15.7.1787 beus a small 
single circle postal marking of much the same size, showing a letter 'K' with crown above (see fig. 3). 
These two items are illustrated in Mikstein's beautiful Ikaros volume. 

Manuscript endorsements are also known; one such being on a cover addresst;d to Verona, Italy, 
:and dated 1803, prior to the Congress of Vienna, but has no Cracow postal mark. 

Jn my own collection I had an entire (see fig. 1) which shows an amusing aspect of postal arrange
ments. In this case, the letter is addressed to Lemberg, 'A son Excellence (sic) Mo:iseigneur le Compte 
Mniszech,' a member of the Royal Household. The enclosed letter is dated and marked 'Cracovie,' 
15th August 1791,' written in French, as were so many of that period, a:1d deals with a garden party, 
being despatched via the Austrian Office of Podgorze, a small town on the southern bank of the Vistula. 
This may have been made to avoid the censor or even, in view of the family nature of the contents, could 
have been an attempt by a member of the household staff to pocket the postal charges, which would 
have been lower via Podgorze. The letter was posted prior to the setting up of the postal arrangements 
which followed the Congress of Vienna. 

THE DUCHY OF WARSAW AND ITS POSTAL MARKINGS 
By the Treaty of Tilsit, 1807, Napoleon Bonaparte created the Duchy of Warsaw. This territory 

embraced the entire portion taken by Prussia in the Third Partition of Poland. After the defeat of 
Austria, the Treaty of Gehonbruun in 1809 added to the Duchy of Warsaw a large section known as 
Western Galicia, the adjoining Podgorze territory up to Wieliczka, and including Krakov. · 

Regarding this aspect of Cracow markings, I will quote from the article by V. Rachmanov, who 
made such a deep study of all aspects of Polish Postal History. He writes: 'After Napoleon's defeat 
{? withdrawal-Ed.) at Moscow in 1812 the Duchy of Warsaw was occupied by the Russian Army and 
was governed by the Provisional Supreme Council, composed of Poles and Russians, as established 
by the Czar. · This condition prevailed op to the Congress of Vienna in 1815.' 

Actual postmarks of the sending cities are not known. The name of the city was handwritten 
in ink, so it can be assumed that no postal marks of the Duchy of Warsaw existed during that period. 
Such a situation appears to be confirmed by the Postal Regulations for the Duchy approved in Dresden, 
.Sth April, 1809. . . . 

However, beginning in 1810, postal markings do occur, but not always, on the backs of letters 
from abroad, addressed to within the Duchy of Warsaw, impressed by post offices at the borders, indi
.cating the name of the city, the amount of foreign postage, and also the amount of domestic postage. 
These handstamps consist of horizontal sections bound by rectangular lines (see fig. 4). The upper 
section, shorter than the other two, included the name of the border station; the second section bore 
the letters P.Z.G.Sv. (Porto, Zagruzne, Grozny, Svebrem), meaning Foreign postage, Grosze, Silver, 
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and the bottom section bore the letters P.K.Z.Gr. (Porto, Krajowe; Ztobych; Grozy;-meaning Domestic 
postage, Ztol, Grosze. So far, only eight such backstamps are known to exist, all of them from border 
towns. One such backstamp, in black, is known for Krakow 1816, on the Warsaw, Krakov, Vienna 
route. 

The Congress of Vienna was established in 1815, following the defeat of Napoleon. Its effect 
on the area of Cracow was considerable as the area was classed as a free city (virtually a Republic) under 
the patronage of Austria, Prussia, and Russia. In effect these three powers were each allowed control 
of postal arrangements for mail intended for or via the area of each. Mail for Italy or to the south (see 
fig 5) for example, passing through the Austrian Office; that for or via the northern area and material 
intended for Nurnberg passed through the Austrian Office by special arrangement (fig. 6). 

Fig. 7 shows a cover addressed to Leipzig, the passage to which was via the Prussian 
Office, including earlier letters addressed to France. These also passed via the Prussian Office. Little 
such material has passed through my hands and from this I presume them to be very scarce, though I 
can instance two covers addressed to places in France, and one to Lone on (Huthe). 

In the early stages, letters via the Prussian Office to France are known to exist. Such an 
example is illustrated in the Goss Sale catalogue (Robson Low..: Ltd.) which shows a Prussian mark 
KRAKAU 21 IANR., and a double ring similarly dated, and is addressed to Cote D'Or, with French 
mark of entry, etc. Other similar examples are known. 

Early examples of mail from Russia are known to have been transmitted via Forwarding Agents 
from Odessa. The earliest example which has passed through my hands was dated October 
1848, addressed to London, backstamped 24th October, 1848. It passed through Krakau on 18th 
October with the F.A.C. for Krakau both dated and bearing the name of the Forwarding Agent, which 
was handwritten and typed as Franz Anton Wolff (fig. 8). This example from the slightly later period 
after Krakau repassed to Austrian administration. Other material from Russia passed through the 
Polish office which functioned from I 836 to 1846, when the Krakau extra-territorial post offices were 
all closed by arrangement and the city administration from then onwards was under the Control of 
Austria. An example of the Polish Office marks is shown in fig. 12. Nevertheless, certain extra marks 
indicate an alternative origin (see fig. 10). Here the mark is of Krakau- dated 28th August- addressed 
to Sandee, near Krakau. The cover is shown as being a Lautengabe marking-a money letter- one 
in which money is enclosed, and accordingly, as claimed by the sender, though not guaranteed by the 
firm carrying the money, or as claimed by the sender only. Almost certainly this was a letter bearing 
the cancel of the Mail Coach Service. Virtually a local letter, but unfortunately undated. 

Cracow by now being absorbed by Austria and having lost its free city status ( 1846) postal mark
ings were now arranged by Austria, needing Austrian stamps. A certain amount of mail 
passed unstamped, of course (fig. 11) the examples shown being of great interest as it shows the Krakau 
mark without adhesive; being addressed to Countess Potoka, rue Tranchet No. 18, this address is near 
Chopin's home. 

A number of early Austrian issues are shown used in fig. 13, including examples in the first five 
issues, all with Krakau cancels, thimble marks, etc. These, with dumb/mute cancels, all give the student 
of this fascinating period a good deal to work on. 

In I 846 when ceded to Austria, Krakau was attached to Galicia, and the postal service was hence
forth handled by the Post Directorate of Lemberg. 

I desire to make whatever acknowledgment is due to those whose writings, so various are they in 
style and talent, who have given me much pleasure during this attempt at a difficult period of postal 
history, and in particular the following:-

Bibliography 

Pieczacie Pocztowe Na Ziemiach Polski St. Mikstein (1762- 1800) '/karos' 1936 Biatystok 
Auction Catalogue of Goss Sale 1958 (Robson Lowe Ltd.). 
History of Poland (Cambridge Univ. Press). (Congress of Vienna, 1815). 
Spezialkatalog Octerveigh, 1850-1918. E. Mueller. (Mercury Stamp Co., 1952). 

Other works by E. Mueller-pre-adhesive works to which we owe so much regarding the postal 
history of this period. 
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VILLAGE CANCELLATIONS (2) 

Dr. A. H. Wortman 

(This article continues Dr. Wortman's notes from B.J.R.P. 49, page 20). 
Cancellations appear both with and without the "ST." for "station" and listed below are a few 

as examples of those see:i out of the possible 1,500 or so. Prigara says that numbers up to l, 700 were 
allotted in the Postal Station type but very few of the 1400's have been seen and none higher than 1500. 

Group 3 Sub-group i ORPIRI (Kutais) 
cover illustrated in B.J.R.P. No. 39 
ST. MIKHAILOV POGOST (Pskov) fig. 9 on lOk stationery 
cover. 
ST. SINY A VKA (Minsk) on 1878 cover. 
SUDAK (Tavrida) on 1879 cover. 
ST. DZHIZAK (near Samarkand) on loose 7k of 1879. 

This last example is a noteworthy one out of the large number to be found on loose stamps, many 
from Poland and the Baltic area. All of the above-mentioned are straight line types cancelling stamps. 
No doubt they all had dots numeral cancellors which were used at an earlier date but covers demon
strating this are very scarce. · 

Mikhailov Pogost was allotted number 360, Sinyavka 227 and Sudak 455. In the dots numerals 
listing No. 455 Sudak is given under the Guberniya heading of Simferopol in the district towns type, 
but in the straight line cancellation it appears as "Sudak Tavrida." Tavrida was the name for the Crimea 
in an earlier listing so it seems that the Sudak Tavrida cancellation ante-dated the allotment of the dots 
numerals and was kept in service for use with them. 

Sub-group ii P.O. NA ST. TAPS 
29 MAYA 1886 

ESTLYAND. GUB. (fig. 10) 

Sub-group iii PYRLITSKA YA P.S. 
28 AVG. 1885 

BESSARABSK. G. 

Single circle dated cancellations in this type are abundant and will be familiar to our readers so 
we quote only the one above as an example. They occur of course in all guberniyi. Not so common 
are those with the name of the station followed by the guberniya at the top and with POCHT. ST. or 
POCHT. ST AN. below in a single ring with the date as usual in the centre. We give as examples: 

Sub-group iv KL Y ASTitS BESSAR. 
with POCHT. ST. in 1897 (fig. 11) 

LISICHANSK. EKATER. G. 
with POCHT. STAN. in 1886 (fig. 12) 
KADYI KOSTR. :G. 
with POCHT. STAN. in 1891 

A postcard to Germany shows that by 28.5.1909 the status of KLYASTITS, now spelt 
KLYASTITSY, had been raised to that of a POCHTOVII OTDIEL. These Postal Divisions or Sub
offices as we may call them were the next step in rank between postal stations and post offices which 
were designated by the word KONTORA. 

An unusual example of a cancellation embodying the abbreviation "ST." reads KAINSK ST. 
TOMSK. G. (fig. 13). This occurs on a postcard of 1916 and is from the same KAINSK which was 
described as a POSELOK in Group 1 Sub-group iii. The cancellation in full on a lk. of the Charity 
series reads KAINSK POSELOK TOMSK. 4.8.15 and is handstamp "b" so there must have been a 
handstamp "a" as well. The village post office was apparently a busy little place needing two hand
stamps. There is a Kainsk Station on the Trans-Siberian Railway but this Railway Station has quite a 
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different cancellation. It is a single circle with KAINSK ST. at the top and the abbreviated words for 
Siberian Railway below. The village of Kainsk was actually situated 12 versts away from the railway 
station of the same name, at the junction of the rivers Kainka and Orn. It had a population of 6,000 
in 1900 mainly exiled Jews and their descendants. 

This word ST ANTSIY A then, or its abbrevi2.tions is thus ambiguous in Russian cancellations, 
being sometimes used for a railway station and at other times for a "station" or village away from a 
railway. . A confusing example is its use apparently in both senses on a stationery cover of 1873 from 
Svenigorod clearly addressed "NA KRIUKOVSKUIU STANTSIU NIKOLAEVSKOI ZHELIENZNOI 
DOROGA" (To Kriukov Station of the Nicholas Railway). An equally clear arrival handstamp struck 
in blue reads "KRIUKOV. POCHT. STAN. 7 APR. 1873 MOSK. GUB." So once more we have 
both the railway station and the postal station. 

Adding to the confusion, the abbreviation "ST." has been used in cancellations to represent 
"ST ARY A" (Old). The only one actually seen is ST. MAINA (fig. 14) in the Samara Guberniya but 
there are other towns, especially in the neighbourhood of the Volga, such as ST. KANGUSHI, ST. 
KOSTICH! and ST. UZELI whose cancellations might well appear in this form. 

A further double circle type was described by Mr. E. G. Peel in B.J.R.P. No. 33. It has abbrevi
ations for PODOROZHNA YA POCHT (Road Post). One reads ST. ERK UL with date and 
VOLMARSK. P.P. and the other ST. KEDENPE with date and PERNOV - REVELSK. POD. P. No 
others have been seen by the writer in the ten years since these two were described. It is worth noting 
here that the double circles did not come into general me until after 1902 although they had been used 
for Moscow and St. Petersburg before then. 

There is still another type of cancellation for postal stations and it shows the name, guberniya 
and date enclosed in a rectangular frame. All those seen are from Poland. 

Sub-group v ST. OZORKOV KALISH G. (fig. 15) 
ST. KLECHEVO KALISH G. 
ST. KOTSINY KELETS G. 
ST. MYSHKOV PETROK. G. 

The transliteration of the names given above is as they appear in their Russian form in the can
cellations, they are spelt differently in Polish. Many other Polish towns must have had cancellations 
rn this type but they are not common and so have not been seen. Prigara says they were in use from 
1871 to 1877 but the writer has an example of ST. OZORKOW used on cover in August, 1880. The 
rectangular frame includes the figures "187" followed by "G." for GODA (year) with space for move
able type to be inserted for the day, month and final figure for the year. This space was sometimes left 
blank. 

Finally STANITSY must be included in Group 3. A Stanitsa is a Cossack village or settlement. 
The word has not been seen in early cancellations but an example on a Parcel Card in 1920 (fig. 16) shows 
the word in full. 

Sub-group vi ATAMANSKAYA STANITSA AKM. d 
In the cancellation the Oblast is given as Akmolinsk but on the label it is Omsk. The two Oblasts 

or Regions were contiguous but some time before 1930 they were both absorbed into the Western Siberia 
Region. 

A variant of the Stanitsa type of cancellation reads ACHAIRSKOE AKM. a 23.11.20 ST ANI
CHNOE PRAVL. This occurs on a portion of a Money Transfer Card. Both Atamanskaya and 
A.chair were in the Akmolinsk Region so there are probably others to be found. We are not including 
the Achair cancellation in this Village listing preferring to include it in a later list of Pravlenie cancell-
ations in a -future article. . 

A fourth Group is that of the Posts. POST was the name given to a military post. Many of 
the military posts established in Siberia ljiter became villages and towns; Vladivostok started as a military 
post in 1858. It must be confessed however that the· only cancellations including the word "post" or 
its abbreviations seen so far are from Sakhalin Island and there only for Aleksandrovski Post. · If readers 
can quote any others and of course any other scarce cancellations in . the village groups the Editor wit! 
welcome descriptions ofthem for publication. Other "post" types should exist especially from remote 
places in Siberia. 
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Group 4 ALEKSANDROV. P. NA OSTR. SAKHALINIE 
l POCHT. TEL. KONT. l (fig. 17) 

ALEKSANDROVSKII POST. NA OSTR. SAKHALINIE 
l PTK. l 

The one illustrated is of 1889 and the second one of 1903 is shown in fig. 700 in "Stamps of the· 
Russian Empire Used Abroad" by Tchilinghirian and Stephen. In fig. 17 it will be seen that the post
mark is not actually on the impressed stamp of the stationery cover. This has the unusual cancellation 
of a double triangle, one inverted, and in the corners the letters of the word "Sakhalin." 

The word KHUTOR which means a farm or farmhouse, has appeared in cancellations. It 
seems unlikely that a farm would have its own post office in Imperial days but it is possible that a village 
grew around a farm. There is one place, ALEKSANDROVSKII KHUTOR in the Kaluga Guberniya 
which had cancellations from at least as far back as 1877. It was therefore thought worth while to make , 
a separate group of these cancellations. 

Group 5 ALEKSANDROVSKII KHUTOR with fleuron 
23 MAR. 1877 on loose 8k. 

ALEKSANDR. KHUTOR . .... . ..... . 
26 SEP. 1888 on loose 7k. 

ALEKSANDROVSKII KHUTOR KALUZH. 
16.3.19 on loose pair of 7r. (on vertically laid paper) 

MIKHAILOVSKII-KHUTOR CHER. a 
4.7. 13 on loose 15k Romanov (fig. 18) 

There is also a SYCHEVSKOE DAG. KHUTOR PRAY. of 22.2.17 which will be left to be 
dealt with under PRA VLENIE. 

Fig. 19 shows a curious aberrant type of what is believed to be a villag.~ postmark. We · 
are accustomed to seeing villages described in addresses on missives as "To ..... . . .in ....... . District 
in ...... Guberniya" and it would appear that this kind of description in an abbreviated form has been 
inserted into a handstamp. It occurs on a P.O.W. card addressed to Neuhammer in Germany in 1917. 
The original handstamp had the name in large thick letters and was probably KULlKOVO T AMB. 
The last word TAMB. appears to have been removed and narrower thinner letters inserted reading 
TAMB. G. USMAN U. for Tambov Guberniya, Usman District. No others like this have been seen. 

EDITORIAL NOTE 

During 1974 your Editor found he was getting seriously in arrears with his work for the Society 
on account of business pressures, so much so that he felt obliged to advise the Society's Committee that 
if a successor to the Editorial post could be found, he would be prepared to stand down. His old friend,. 
and journal associate, Mr. Ian L. G. Baillie (Thornbury, Bristol), together with two members in the 
Bristol area (Dr. K. Crabtree; and Mr. J. Tovey) have jointly agreed to take on the Journal, and its 
distribution, and this arrangement was ratified at the Society's meeting in February, 1975. Mr. Baillie 
will assume editorship for the Journal from No. 52 onwards, and Dr. Crabtree and Mr. Tovey 
will arrange for printing and distribution to be undertaken. Whilst the retiring editor regrets. 
the necessity of withdrawing from work he has always enjoyed (though he hopes to continue as a con
stant contributor), he is delighted that such a strong team is taking over, and is more than confident 
that our high standard will be maintained. 

P. T. A. 
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THE BUDAPEST-VIENNA-CRACOW-LEMBERG-KIEV AIRMAIL 1918 

E. S. Poulter 

The recent purchase of a 1918 Hungarian airmail cover prompted me to try and find out some more· 
about it. Each authority I consulted gave only a p·utial picture and this is an attempt to put all this 
information together, but even now there a few g,.ps. 

The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed on March 3, 1918 between Germany and Austria and the 
Bolshevist government, to end the war on the Eastern Front and large areas of Russia were transferred 
to the Central Powers. As a result, there was a considerable distance between Vienna and the Forward 
Headquarters of the Austrian army in Lemberg and presumably very advanced headquarters in Kiev, 
as the Ukraine, though nominally independent, was still occupied by Austrian and German troops. 
The Austrian government had been considering for some time the setting up of a military air post ser
vice and on March 19, 1918 this was inaugurated on a route Vienna, Cracow, Lemberg and Kiev. For 
the first fortnight, only military mail was carried, but by arrangement with postal authorities, from March 
31 civilian unregistered postcards and letters were carried as far as Lemberg. The first return flight 
from Lemberg was on April 2. At the end of June, the civilian air service was extended to Kiev, but 
little use was made of it and civilian mail is extremely rare. 

The postal charges were set out in a decree and were in three parts:-
1. The normal inland rate of 10h. for a postcard and 15h. for a letter. On September l 

the rates were raised to I 5h. and 20h. respectively. This charge had to be paid by 
definitive stamps. 

2. A conveyance charge, fee of Krone I. 
3. An airmail rate of Kr. 1.50 for each "leg," i.e. Vienna-Cracow Kr.1.50, and Vienna

Cracow-Lemberg Kr.3-00. 

These last two charges had to be paid for by special airmail stamps which the post office provided 
b~ surcharging and overprinting special printings in different colours of the then definitive issue. 

1st Printing, March 30, 1918. Light, grey paper, size 25 x 30mms. Line perf. 12½. Kr. 
2-50 also perf. 12½ x II½, and II½ . 

(a) Kr. 1-50/Kr. 2-00 mauve 86,000 
(b) Kr. 2-50/Kr. 3-00 ochre 85,900 
(c) Kr. 4-00 grey 84,900 

2nd Printing, June 24, 1918. Pure white paper, size 26 x 29 mms. Line perf. 121. 
(d) Kr. 1-50/Kr. 2-00 mauve I I0,9IO 
(e) Kr. 2-50/Kr. 3-00 ochre l08,506 

(ea) overprint inverted 100 (never issued) 
( f) Kr. 4-00 grey 95,028 

3rd Printing, September 1918. Granite paper, size 26 x 29 mms. Line perf. 121-
(g) Kr. 7-00/Kr. 1-00 reddish brown 53,000 

This value was intended for the Vienna-Kiev stages but was never issued as the service 
closed down on October 15, very shortly after the stamps were printed. The whole of these 
Kr. 7-00 stamps were destroyed in 1925 except for 500 which were either placed in the Postal 
Museum or given to highly placed officials. ft is known imperforate. All values are known 
without overprint and (e) is known with misplaced overprint. 

The surcharges and overprints were stereotyped separately by means of IOXfO plates. No
explanation is given for the different sizes as the plates used were those used for the 1916 definitive issue. 
The figures given are those quoted by A. Kosel to be the numbers used. This cannot apply 
to the Kr. 7-00 value which was never issued. Muller quotes numbers stated to be from official sources 
in which the number used is larger than the number issued. I am suspicious of Kosel's figures. Fairly 
large remainders were placed on sale at the Collectors' Counter in Vienna and a small number were 
overprinted by Czecho-Slovakia. 

On July 4, 1918, the service was extended to Budapest from Vienna. The postal rates were pub
lished in the official gazette of the Hungarian Post and Telegraph Service and were in four parts for the 
Budapest-Vienna "leg." 
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l. The normal inlar.d prepaid fee, 10 fillers for a pmtcard, 20 
fillers for a letter and 50 fillers for a registered letter. 

2. A conveyance fee of 1 korona. 
3. The normal "special delivery" fee of 60 fillers. 
4. The airmail fee of 1 korona 50 fillers for each 20 grams. 

The Austrian rate of 1 kr.50f. for each additional leg had also to be paid. The fees, numbers 
1, 2, and 3 had to be paid with definitive stamps, and number 4 by s~c;al airmail stamps. Hungary 
produced two airmail stamps by surcharg1ng and overprinting two current definitives:-lk 50f on 75f 
in red and 4k 50f on 2k in blue. One sheet of the I k 50f value was found with inverted overprint. 

A few imperforate copies appeared after World War II. Th o-;erprint read "Repulo Posta" 
meaning "Air Post." It is stated that 70,000 pairs were printed but this is not offi,,;ial. It should be 
noted that registered letters were allowed from Budapest but not from any other stop on the route, though 
registered letters from Budapest to Cracow and Lemberg are known. 

It was intended to extend the service to Odessa via Ujvidek (Hungary), Craiova and 
Braila (Romania), but this was never done. An article in "The Stamp Magazine" (November 14, 1958) 
states that the next place after Lemberg was Proskurov (Ukraine), some 140 miles from Kiev, with a 
.temporary branch to Odessa, but I can find no confirmation, and the article never even mentions Kiev. 

The Budapest-Vienna section was closed down because of lack of u,e after the initial philatelic 
mail, after only three weeks on either July 23 or 24-no e,ne knows which date. 

At first only the G.P.O.s in Vienna, Cracow, Lemberg, and later Budapest were allowed to receive 
mail. Later, again after the first flood of philate'.ic mail was over, 22 cities in Hungary and 12 in Austria 
could despatch and receive airmail. As all airmail was treated as "express" letters posted in the G.P.O. 
in Vienna were sent through the pneumatic post and after April 15 received the cancellation "Wien 
Telegraphenzentralstation," which dealt with the pneumatic post. When the service was extended to 
the other cities this practice seems to have stopped. After the extens ion, all the stamps were cancelled 
with the ordinary hands tamp of th-e city of dispatch except Kiev which used the · cancellation. "K.u.K. 
Etappen P.O. No. 258." No stamps were issued in Kiev and the normal F.P.O. cancel was used on 
any letters requiring postage. Covers from any city outside the four on route are scarce. At first the 
.clerks at the dispatching offices wrote serial numbers on the envelopes. Most of the covers were 
philatelic and were franked with the complete set of airmail stamps and correctly franked civilian 
.covers are scarce. 

Flown covers received on the front an airmail cancellation-really a cachet-of a large double 
ring mark applied by the office of dispatch:-

]. FLUGPOST WIEN I (KRAKAU I) 
2. FLUGPOST *POCTZA LOTNICZA KRAKAU 1 * KRAKOW 1 
3. FLUGPOST *POCTZA LOTNICZA LEMBERG 1* LWOW 1 

,and on the reverse the same mark of the receiving office. In the case of mail from Budapest for onward 
transmission, the mail was kept overnight in Vienna and backstamped with the "FLUGPOST WIEN l" 
mark. In all these marks the bridge across the centre has the date. From July 4 to 13 Budapest mail 
was cancelled with the normal Budapest 4 but on July 14 a special double ring bridge mark was used 

. reading at top REPULO POSTA, at bottom .BUDAPEST and under the bridge IND an abbreviation 
for INDITAS meaning "despatch." It was also used as a r~iving mark on mail from Vienna. 

The Vienna-Lemberg section was closed for civilian mail on October 15, 1918, and the military 
.airmail finally closed in November 1918. 

The two covers illustrated show the relevant cancels for Budapest, Vienna and Cracow. 
The non-postal details of this service make interesting reading. This service was one of the first

if not the first-regular civilian airmails in the world. The task of setting up and directing the service 
·was entrusted to Rittmeister (Captain) Field Pilot August Raft von Marvil, a young fighter pilot. The 
aeroplanes used were single engine unarmed service bi-planes of from 165 to 200 h.p. which could lift 
a useful load of about 200kg. There were 22 aeroplanes, 14 N.C.O. pilots and 16 observation officers, 
.also ground and maintenance staff with spare engines at each landing place; The planes operated at 
an average speed of 120 k.p.h. and each plane was employed on one particular "leg" only, going back 
.and forward over this section only. With no facilities for night flying, no navigational aids, and no 
weather forecasts, the planes had to be flown visually and each flight from Vienna to Kiev or reverse 
had to be completed within the hours of daylight. The mail from or to Budapest was held overnight 
in Vienna. As each plane came in sight, the pre-heated engine of the plane for the next "leg" was started 
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with the crew of two, pilot and observer, already on board. The crew wore leather jackets and thick 
goggles. The mail bags were quickly transferred and signed for by the pilot against a bill of carriage. 
The planes were not allowed to carry passengers, but occasionally a privileged person or press man was 
carried. 

There existed a manual, "Instructions for Airmail Pilots" which dealt with handling of maik 
but other than that, the service was run on military lines. In case of a forced landing the pilot was res: 
ponsible for seeing the mail was forwarded without delay and the pilots all held a special Post Office 
Certificate. 

The pilot and observer on the first flight from Budapest to Vienna on July 4, were Lieut. Emil 
Vargha and Capt. August Raft von Marvil, who was in overall charge of the whole service. They carried 
530 pieces of mail. Lieut. Vargha crashed and was killed on July 13. 

I have no figures for the amount of mail carried on the Austrian part of the service, but those 
from Budapest are as follows. In all, on the Budapest-Vienna "leg," 3,750 regular and 2,335 registered 
pieces were carrled. On the Budapest-Vienna-Cracow section only 383 regular and 20 registered pieces 

· were carried. Of these 383 regular pieces all but seven are dated July 10 or 11. Virtually all the letters 
· posted on these two dates were sent by Stefan Stiasny, one of the pilots, to himself at Cracow. 
He franked all the covers with both values of the Hungarian air set, presumably for philatelic purposes. 
All his covers were franked in addition with a combined postage fee of 85 fillers, instead of only 80 fillers. 
The reason for this extra five fillers is not known. 

I am indebted for this information from the following sources :-
"The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Air Mail" by Victor Gy. Berecz, published by the Society 

for Hungarian Philately (U.S.A.). 
"The Airmail Issue of 1918" by J. F. Giblin, published in "Austria," Number 9, March, 1%8. 
An article published in "The Philatelic Magazine" November 14, 1958. 
Messrs. Derrick Hillman, J. J. Latham, and B. Madeley, all of the "Magyar Philatelic Society 

. of Great Britain." 

PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

Part II of "Imperial Russian Stamps Used in Transcaucasia" by P. T. Ashford, is now available. 
78 large pages, it gives the most exhaustive account yet of the famous Tiflis Town Post stamp of 1857, 
and a commentary on all known Tiflis cancellations (with priced check list) on Imperial stamps. Pub
lications at present available are:-

"Imperial Russian Stamps Used in Transcaucasia" by P. T. Ashford. 
Part I. (Postal History). 56 pages. £1.00 (3 dollars) post free. 
Part II (Tiflis; Tiflis Town Post). 78 pages. £1.50 (4 dollars) post free. 

"The Postage Stamps of Armenia" by S. D. Tchilinghirian and P. T. Ashford. 
Only two parts remain available. 
Part I (The Framed Monograms). 62 pages. 0.50p (I .50 dollars) post free. 
Part V (Check List). 12 pages. 0.50p (1.50 dollars) post free. 

Obtainable from Mr. P. T. Ashford, 9, Pentre Close, Ashton, Chester, CH3 8BR. 
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THE 1916 SURCHARGE 

Leonard Tann 

Towards the end of 1916, the economic position of the Russian Empire was weak and unstable. 
The rouble, which before the war had stood at about 10 to the £1 (about 10 penc.:) had slipped, although 
the seeming stability of the throne and the unlikelihood of violent revolution had not brought it to any
where near the disastrous galloping inflation of 1919 and 1920. 

Seeking ways to raise money so:n~ho·.v, in additio1 hl war loans, fo r.:ign borrowing, etc. (bearing 
in mind the irony of the fact that just befo~e the War broke out, the Tsar had b~en persuaded to invest 
.sizeable sums in Germany!) the postal rate was raised from 7k. to IOk., and the registered rate from 14 
to 20k. 

Immediately, demand was switched from 7k. and 14k. stamps to IOk. and 20k., and as it seems 
that the decision was made and immediately carried out by decree, no additional stocks of the !Ok. and 
20k. values had be.:n printed or distributed to post offi~es in anticip:1tion of demand. Further, the 
Imperial Postal Authorit ies were left with existing stocks of 7k. and 14k. st1mps, both of the Arms series 
and of the Romano·, Ju bile.: series, which were now, for all int.:nts and purpos.:s, useless save as supple
mentary postage. Rather than waste them, and to meet im:reased de:nand due to the new rates, the 
decision was made to surcharg~ by overprinting. 

Overprinting is disliked by many countries and postal administrations (in Britain this is the case 
too) because 0·1erprinting carries its own dangers, not only in issue of varieties, but because it lends itself 
to forgery and fabrication. But the decision was made, and was put into effc;;t. 

The surcharge was simply desigaed to obliterate as effectively as po:;sible the old value, and to 
indicate clearly the new value. Three of the stamps were succ.::3sfully o·✓-!rprinted, me.:ting all those 
requirements; the 7k. and 14k. Romanov stamps, where a simple figure in bL1ck fitted neatly over the 
old value tablets, and stood out clearly; and the 7k. blue Arms stamp, where the overprint was placed 
over the scroll below the Arms blacking out the old value and indic1ting the new. The 14k. Arms value 
was not, it must be admitted, surcharged so su~::es,rully, as the dark blue of the frame did not really 
_prove to be a suitable background for an overprint. Still, it was done. 

September 10th, 1916 is generally given for fae date of issue of the surchirged series, and very 
many were use ·. within the following twelve to four!een months, thoug;1 :0·.v~r after the Bolshevik take
over in October 1917. The surcharged Arms values can be found Wifa cancellation well into 1919 
even 1920, though by that time at ten thousand or a hundred thousand times face value without further 
indication of surcharge. I hav"° a copy of 20k. on 14k. Arms with a faint c1nc~llation of Jan. 1920, 
.and three bearing dates of late 1919. Ro:nanov Jubilee stamps generally were out of favour b : late 
1917, though odd copies can be found used in 1918, and a few copies are known u,ed as late as 1920, 
but m:1inly in areas of White resistance to Bols:1evik rule. 

In addition to the stamps being surcharged in 1916, pOJtal stationery too was overprinted. At 
least it saved wasting the cards and envelopes, and saved hiving to affix stamps as supplementary postage. 
The envelopes bearing Arms style imprints were: surc!iarged in a manaer similar to the 7k. blue Arms 
stamps, and the 7k. and 14k. envelopes with imprinted Romanov stamps (Nichohs II and Catherine II) 
were surcharged identically to the same stamps. It must be pointed out that the imprinted and sur
charged stationery is scarcer than the stamp,, particularly the surch'irg.!d Romanov envelopes. 

Of course, it was inevitable that varieties occurred. The two value Arms stamps and the 7k. 
Romanov stamps all occur with inverted surcharge, though the 20/14k. Cath~rine II does not appear 
to have fallen victim to this variety. It must be stated that in used cJ:idition, the inverted varieties 
.are scarcer than mint. The new issue of the Stanley Gibbons c1talogue values the inverted surcharge 
I0/7k. Nicholas II in both mint and used condition at £10, while the inverted 20/14k. rose and blue 
Arms stamp is catalogued at £7. It is the experience of the present writ.:r that the variety on the Arms 
stamp is certainly seen less often than on the Nicholas II stamp, and thlt at the very least, Gibbons 
.should give,them level pegging. The inverted · 10/7k. blue Arms stamp is priced at £5. The c:ttalogue 
gives no price for used copies of the inverted 20/14k. Arms stamp. If U3ed copies exist, they are cer
tainly more desirable than mint copies. Used copies of the inverted 10/7k. Romanov are scarcer than 
mint too. One variety peculiar to the 7/lOk. Blue Arms stamp is the double surcharge. The first sur
-charge appears in the usual place, and is quit..:: normal, but the second print is known shifted downwards 
to fall across the bottom frame-line and the lower perforations, and even to be printed in a slant across 
the central Arms of the stamp. 
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Shifts occurred as well. The 10/7k. blue Arms has the surcharge falling just about anywhere 
on the stamp, and even misplaced sideways so that on single items the surcharge reads 'kon. 10.' Copies 
are known used and even in blocks and strips with severe shifts from normal. Both Romanov values 
suffered with severe shifts, up, down and sideways. Shifts are recorded moved downwards so strongly 
that the surcharge appeared at the top of the stamp below. This would mean that the very top two 
rows of the sheet would have vertical pairs, the top stamp having no surcharge, and the lower stamp sport
ing the surcharge dangling from the top perforations! Illustrated is a 20/14k. Catherine II showing 
such a shift. The catalogue of the Cercle Philatelique France-U.R.S.S. lists the 10/7k. Arms blue, pair, 
one without surcharge (No. 105b). If it was the result of a shift, then all values could theoretically have 
such a pair. Perhaps the item there listed indicates one die not inked and therefore leaving no impression. 
The 20/14k Arms blue and rose has only one known shift; a sideways misplacement to the left, reading 
'20k. k.' This variety has not been seen used. Otherwise all stamps with shifts are recorded used. 
Offset surcharges are also known. 

Here is a check list covering the surcharged items. 

*indicates known. ?indicates may exist. 
mint used 

10/7k. blue Arms 
surcharge inverted ...... * * 
surcharged misplaced .... * * 
surcharge offset ...... * ? 
pair, one lacking ovpt. * ? 
surcharge double .... * ? 

20/14k. blue and ros? Arms 
surcharge inverted .... * ? 
surcharge misplaced .... * ? 
surcharge offset ...... * * 

10/7k. Nicholas II ...... 
surcharge inverted ...... * * 
surcharge misplaced .... * * 
surcharge, offset * ? ...... 
pair, one lacking ovpt. ... ? ? 

20/14k. Catherine II 
surcharge misplaced .... * * 
surcharge offset ...... * ? 
pair, one lacking ovpt ..... ? ? 

surcharged postal stationery 
Arms type surcharged .... * 
Nicholas II .......... * 

l these are scarce. 
Catherine II .......... *f 

As a final note, the surcharge is found on all three printings of the Arms stamps, the 1909, 1910-11, 
and 1912-17. The variations in colour are more pronounced on the 14k. stamps, in particular the colour 
of the centre. It is generally agreed that after March 1917, printing of the 7k. and 14k. Arms stamps 
was abandoned as they served no purpose in themselves. Existing stocks continued to be overprinted 
though until October. The Bolsheviks apparently saw no point in continuing to overprint and issue 
these values, and preferred to use the available paper for printing 10k. and 20k. stamps. The overprinted 
stamps can be found with large margins bearing the chain-like watermark, thus issued under the Imperial 
Government. Surcharged issues emanating from the Duma peiiod show much narrower margins con
sistent with issues of the time. Any further details on these surcharged issues from readers will be very 
welcome. 
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AN OUTSTANDING ITEM FROM AZERBAIJAN 
D. W. Levandowsky 

We are privileged to illustrate (in the centre pages) an interesting and most desirable money trans
fer card from Soviet Azerbaijan, from the collection of Mr. D. W. Levandowsky (South Miami). Part 
of the card only, it was sent from POLEY POCHT. ,KONTORA No. 51 "D" (FIELD POST OFFICE 
No. 51) located somewhere in Azerbaijan on 7th May, 1920 to Sergievskii Posad (Moscow Govt.) where 
it arrived 17.7.20. The exact location of F.P.O. No. 51 we do not know, unless some erudite reader 
can glean a clue from any of the manuscript notes o:i c;ther side of the c:ird. It must have been a unit 
.ittached to the 11th Soviet Army, which entered the Mussawat Republic of Azerbaijan and linked up 
with the Baku Bolshevists in the coup of 27th April, 1920. A mixture of Mussawat and Arms type 
stamps appear to have been used on the card, at least 4 of the 5R (? plus one more); and 8 of the !OR. 
Mussawat stamps (which, of course, continued to be used during the Soviet period); as well as a pair 
of 15k. and a pair of !Ok. Arms types. More Arms type stamps seem to have been added at Sergievskii 
Posad (a pair of 20k., and a single !Ok.), perhaps because of differences in postal rates, or on account 
of the deteriorating rouble. 

Examples of Field Post Office Cancellations from Azerbaijan are very rare, and this is certainly 
the earliest we have seen following the Bolshevik coup. Probably postal communications could only 
just have been opened up following the change of government, and we congratulate Mr. Levandowsky 
on securing such an outstanding item for his Trancaucasian collection. 

Several other Military P.O. cancellations are known from Soviet Azerbaijan, all of them illustrated 
in the late E. S. Voikhanskii's book, "Postage Stamps of Azerbaijan" published in Baku, 1971. They 
are all of much later date; a cover bearing ten 5k. Savings Bank stamps cancelled 'POLEVA YA POCH
TOVA YA KONTORA No. 162" dated 23.1 I .22, and evidently sent to Odessa via Bibi-Eibat, and Baku; 
another cover bearing Arms types sent from Russia itself but bearing the san:e No. 162 cancellation 
(22.11.22) and another 'VOENNO-POCHTOV A YA STANTSIY A No. 160' of similar date, both evi
dently used as receipt marks; and a block of four 4k. perf. Arms typJs simply cancelled 'GOLOVNOI 
POCHTOVII POST/N.5' on 11.1.2? Mr. Levandowsky's item, and these from Mr. Voikhanskii's 
book open a little known and unresearched aspect of Azerbaijan philately, which could well be worth 
exploring. We are also grateful to Mr. Geo. V. Shalimoff (San Franc;sco) who has made such a fine 
job of photography for us. 

THE ROLE OF THE FORWARDING AGENT, FURTHER ADDENDA 
V. Denis Vandervelde 

The article published in B.J.R.P. 48 and the addenda included in B.J.R.P. 49 were largely limited 
to Agents expediting mail out of Russia, despite a passing reference to their activities in the opposite 
direction. Thanks to the enterprise of Italian B.S.R.P. member Giorg:o Migliavacca, a very substantial 
archive of letters addressed to Odessa has since come to light. They are of great interest for all sorts 
of reasons (not least for the light they throw on Russian disinfection of mail, a topic currently being 
researched-see "News and Views" in this journal); but chief amongst these is the great variety 
of endorsements and cachets by forwarding agents. Some of these are "professionals"; others are 
,clearly Consular or (alternatively) commercial trading houses, forwarding the mail of others as a favour. 

Most of those additions which follow attributed to inwards mail have been discovered by Mr. 
Migliavacca. At the same time, however, certain amendments and additions to the original listings 
have also been made, based on new acquisitions of my own, or on those of correspondents who , have 
been kind enough to furnish details. · 

The whole topic seems to have expanded almost beyond recognition, since I first noted half-a
-dozen e ·amples of forwarding "outside the mails" when researching the role of the Prussian and other 
foreign post offices in expediting Russian mails (for "The Philatelist" 1956and of which Mr. IanL. G. 
Baillie has promised an up-dated account for B.J.R.P.). We now know of some hundred and ten differ
ent agents engaged in this business, many of them using two or more distinct means of identifying 
their role. 
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For the statistically minded, nine of these firms operated within Russia proper: four in St. Peters
burg between 1855 and 1863; and one (Raffalovich and Co.) in Odessa, within the same period; and a 
further four in Kertch and Odessa, between 1843 and 1852, as recorded below. Twenty were located 
in Poland, Prussia, or elsewhere in Eastern Europe, so as to exi:edite mails by the long land route
seven of them in Brody (Galicia) alone. The most important group numerically were those in' North 
European ports-58 in all have so far been rc;::1J:-c!cd --including ten in the Low Countries, 34 in Ham
burg or Lubeck, and 14 in the British Isles. Finally, South European and Levantine port forwarders, 
of which we know at least 21 handled Russian mail-17 of them apparently based in Constantinople. 
These numbers, including the total of l 10, exclude the ag.~nt3 Oi>,!rating in Central Asia, of whom I have 
discovered nothing (perhaps because I would not recognise them if I met them). 

I am acutely aware of the extent to which the all-important historical background to this study 
has been neglected so far. I hope th:1t one day, I, (or preferably someone else, with at least a working 
knowledge of German or other relevant languages) will explore the workings of some of the commercial 
and other organisations engaged in this trade. Many were firms of great rer,ute; and archives-or at 
least contemporary references-may well be available. 

For example, I know that the Saloman Heine who handled Russian mail in Hamburg in 1844 
was not only a leading merchant and pillar of the Jewish Community, but also the favourite unc!e of 
the great poet Heinrich Heine, who was deeply in love with one of Sa!oman's daughters, but marrie(her 
sister. Heine family business and other records are almost certainly still extent; whether I shall ever 
have the time or opportunity to track them down is another m:1tter. 
MODE 1: The long land route westwards 

Location 
HAMBURG (Note 1) 3 Mar. 1784 

VIENNA 

THORN (Note 2) 
(Prussia) 

BRODY 

CRACOW (Note 3) 

BRODY (Note 5) 

:'liotes 

Dec. 1831 

Aug. 1862 

May 

Oct. 
- Apr. 

add Aug. 

1844 

1850 
1851 

1853 

Endorsement 
m.s. "p. addresse de Votre 

tres humble et Obt. Serviteur, 
Theodore Henry Goverts" 
m.s. F. H. Stametsch 

dbl. oval h/s F. G. GIHRKE/ 
THORN. (34 x 13 mm.) 

m.s. par Mansohn Fraerkel, 
Brody 

dble. oval h/s FRANC. 
ANT. WOLFF/A 

CRACOVIE (44 x 17 mm.) 

m.s. Spedita da Brody 
Ii 22 Agosto alle ore 61 
mattutine Hauser & Violland 

Route 
(Riga) Hamburg 

Valenciennes 

(Odessa) - Vienna 
Warzburg 

(Warsaw) - Thorn 
Valenc:ennes - Paris -
Bordeaux 
Naples - Brody -
(Odessa) 
(London) Krakau 
Austrian P.O. - Brody 
(or Czernowitz) 
(Odessa) 
(Lemberg)-
Rawaruska - (Oc'essa) 

I. While there is no positive proof that this cover did not travel by sea, it is confidently ascribed 
to the land route (of which it is therefore the earliest recorded example) in view of the historical back
ground. In March 1780, Russia had declared herself to be in a state of armed neutrality (chiefly to 
prevent British Men-of-War searching her ships for war material) and this was subsequently confirmed 
by France, Austria, Prussia, etc. Britain actually declared war on Holland in Nov. 1780 to preven
her joining the League of Armed Neutrality; and this position was not changed by the Peace of Versaillet 
(3 Sept., 1783); a treaty between Britain and Holland not being signed till May, 1784. In these cirs 
cumstances, it seems very unlikely that this letter would have been entrusted unnecessarily to a sea route. 
The forwarding agent, not previously recorded in any listing known to me, may well be an antecedent 
ofa firm listed in Kenneth Rowe's "The Forwarding Agents, II'' published by Harry Hayes, 1974: "Herm. 
Dr. Goverts," noted as endorsing mail in manuscript at Hamburg in 1795. 

2. Written at Warsaw on 26 Apr., 1862, but not forwarded until 19th Aug. 1862 (as confirmed 
by French handstamps). Reasons for delay not known. 

3. The cachet was already recorded on outwards mails, 1848-55, in B.J.R.P. 48. 
4. Of the Hamburg F.A.C.'s previously recorded, Sillem and Co. are now known to have been 

operating in July, 1829. 
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5. Mr. Migliavacca records the unframed handstamp of Hauser and Violland (B.J.R.P. 4S:) 
used in July, 1837. 
MODE III. Through North Russian ports and overseas agents. 
ANVERS June 1836 Coffin-shaped h/s 
(Antwerp) (53 x 20 mm.) . . .. par/ 

WINCKELMANN & 
LULOES/AGENTS/ 
ANVERS 

AMSTERDAM 
AMSTERDAM 

ROTTERDAM 

HAMBURG (Note I) 

HAMBURG (Note 2) 

LUBECK 

LONDON 

LONDON 

?LONDON 

LONDON (Note 3) 

Notes 

Dec. 
Jui. 

Jan. 

July 

Sept. 

July 

Feb. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Jan. 
Mar. 

1827 m.s. G. Fikenscher 
1831 m.s. Care Vogeley 

1852 dbl. oval N. T. 
SCHERMERS/Rotterdam 

1841 Jean Schubaik e fils 

1850 dlb. oval (33 x 15 mm.) 
ALBRECHT & DILL/ 
HAMBURG, with ms. date 

1835 m.s. G. 0. Notting & Fils, 
Lubeck 

1798 m.s. forwd. by y. mo. Servt. 
H. Mieh. 

1807 m.s. Ed Rodd, London 

1840 m.s. with Messrs. Robineau 
& Co's Complim'ts. 

1836- Oval h/s, FORWARDED 
1837 BY/LONDON/BARING 

BROS. (34 x 27 mm. in red 
ink) 

(Riga) - · Antwerp 
Valenciennes 
Bordeaux 

(Riga) - Amsterdam 
(Archangel) -
Amsterdam 
(Pernau) - Rotterdam 

(St. P/burg}--- Hamburg 
-. Givet - Le Havre -

Paris 
(Riga) Hamburg 
transit - Bordeaux 

St. P/burg "par pyro
scaphe Alexandre" 
Lubeck - Bordeaux 
(St. P/burg) - London 
- Providence R.I. 
(St. P/burg, probably 
sent under cover) 
London - Guernsey 
(Archangel) - London 
- Kirkaldy 
(St. P/burg) - (London) 
- New York - Boston 

I. The Hamburg f.a. endorsed this letter to travel via Le Havre; and backstamps prove that the 
authorities did indeed comply with this very eccentric routeing. 

2. Previously recorded in B.J.R.P. 48 as endorsing in manuscript in 1847. 
3. Dr. R. Casey's collection, recently shown to The Postal History Society, has revealed this 

usage, forecast in the original article. Messrs. Baring Bros. were well known as forwarders, at both 
their London and Liverpool offices, and the manuscript endorsement (known on other mail handled 
by them before they used a handstamp) may be expected to turn up eventually on Russian mail. 
General Notes on Mode III 

A. The agent recorded in B.J.R.P. 48 as "Jui. Leinck in Altona" (1822) is probably identical 
with the Joh. Jui. Reinke, known to have been operating in Altona later in the same year. With manu
script endorsements, it is often impossible to be positive as to names, especially when only a single example 
of the endorsement is available for study. 

B. The dates for Schroder Mahr's m.s. endorsement need to be extended back to July 1836; 
a cover of that date has been seen, endorsed, "J A. Schroders" in Hamburg. 
MODE IV. Through South Russia ports and overseas agents. 
CONSTANTINOPLE June 1844 m.s. aux soirs (or similar) 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

-July 1844 de Messrs. Hayes 

Jan 
La fontaine & Cie 

1844 dbl. oval h/s (32 x 18 mm.) 
HAYES/LA FONTAINE/ 
CONSTANTINOPLE 
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CONSTANTINOPLE 

?CONSTANTINOPLE 

?CONSTANTINOPLE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 
(Note 1) 

CONSTANTINOPLE 
(Note 2) 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

?CONSTANTINOPLE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 
(Note 3) 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

CONSTANTINOPLE 

GENOA 

Notes 

June 

Oct. 

Aug.
Sept. 
May. 
June 

Oct. 

May 

Oct. 

Dec. 

May 
-July 

Aug. 

Mar. 

· .1847 . boxed h/s (55 x 25 mm.) 
FORWARDED/BY/HAYES 
LA FONTAINE & CO/ 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

1843 m.s. Per Mezzo Magni 

1844 m.s. "forwarded Evangelos 
1844 Pahanolis" (in Greek script) 
1847 dbl. circ!e, 29 mm. diam. 
1847 L. LENGNICH/ 

CONSTANTINOPLE 
1848 m.s. par vos devoues 

Sg. Alleon & Co. 

1850 m.s. per mezzo P. Parrini, 
Cospoli 

1852 p. mezzo Sgo. Albini 

1849 m.s. Matthieu Freres & Co., 
Constantinopoli 
(& DORNY-;ee below) 

1851 m.s. per mezzo dei 
1853 Pedemonti e Dodero 

1872 dbl. oval h/s 
(33 X 20 mm.) 
?H. VAGLIANO/ 
CONSTANTINOPLE 

1854 Dbl. oval (32 x 20 mm.) 
GIUSEPPE DE NEGRI/ 
CN. BASTO/GENOV A 

1. Previously incorrectly identified as "Lemanich." 

· (Marseilles) -
(Constantinople) 
~ Odessa Lazaretto 

Constantinople Russian 
P.O. -Odessa Lazaretto 
Galatz Russian P.O. -
(Odessa) 
(Odessa) . -Co1stantin
ople Fr. P.O., - Malta 
Lazaretto - Livorno 
(Odessa) - Constantin
ople Fr. P.O. - Malta 
Lazaretto - Livorno 
(Messina) - Malta -
Constantinople French 
P.O. -(Odessa) 
(Constantinople) 
Odessa Lazaretto 
Malta - Constantinople 
Fr. P.O. - Odessa 
Lazaretto 
(Messina) -
Constantinople Fr. 
P.O. - Odessa 
(Taganrog) -
Constantinople Fr. 
P.O. - Athens 

Genoa - Krakau 
Austrian P.O. -
(Odessa) 

2. Despite poor legibility and absence of location, this is a near-certain attribution since a firm 
named Jacques Alleon et Cie is known to have been trading out of Constantinop'c in 1858. 

3. See Mode V, below, Note I . 

Readers have pointed out that the Bordeaux agent with a cachet reported as "Muffelmann" was 
almost certainly called "Musselmann," but used the "long s." 

MODE V. Agents operating within Russia 
ODESSA (Note I) Dec. 1849 Dbl. oval (33 x 15 mm.) 

DORNY & Co./ 

KERTCH 

KERTCH 

KER TCH (Note 2) 

:'iotes 

'? 

'? 

May 
-Jan. 

1843 

1845 

A ODESSA 
(& Matthieu Const/pie) 
m.s. Al. Sig. Consolo 

· Napoletano per impostarla 
(fot the Neopolitan Consul 
to post) 
m.s: Recommandato al 
Antonio Garibaldi 

1847 m.s, • p. ·mezzo 
1852 Raffaele Chichizola 

Malta - Constantinople 
Fr. P.O. - Odess1 
Lazaretto 

Kertch Lazaretto 
Odessa Lazaretto 

Kertch Lazaretto 
Taganrog 
Kertch -:- Genoa: and 
Const/pie -Odessa -
Kertch 

I. Entire is addressed to Matthieu Freres and Cie at Constantinople, for transmitting to Odessa. 
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but Messrs. Matthieu have not endorsed it. However, it is backstamped by DORNY (or possibly 
BORNY) of Odessa, and a manuscript endorsement suggests that they paid a charge of 50 Kopeks, per
haps for clearance from the Lazaretto. 

2. · Mr. Migliavacca has seen "a few dozen" covers from the same sender which show that Chichi
zola (not Chighizola, as suggested in B.J.R.P. 49) was primarily an information agent in Kertch for 
Italian traders in Odessa, Genoa, and Naples; -but who also acted as a forwarding agent, on occasion. 

ALAND ISLANDS: FURTHER NOTE•.S 

P. S. ·s. F. Marsden; Oleg A. Faberge; .Kaj Hellman 

Dr. Alfred Wortman's article on Aland Islands, which appeared in B.J.R.P. 50 invoked a great 
deal of comment, arid we have received lengthy notes adding to the information already given from 
Philip.Marsden (Wantage); Oleg Faberge (Helsinki); and Kaj Hellman (Espoo). These additional notes 
we are printing as received, and it is .acknowledged that inevitably some data is duplicated. We par
ticularly appreciate the additional notes supplied by Philip Marsden ; the fine drawings of Oleg Faberge 
which we are using in the centre pages; and a magnificent array of beautifully photographed items sent 
by Kaj Hellman. Space prohibits us using much of the latter to our regret. . We suspect (but 
dare not say so!) that Dr: Wortman's article sparked off an article Kaj Hellman will write for the February 
1975 number of "Suomen Postimerkki Lehti" wherein a feast of Aland Islands cancellations will be repro
duced. Dr. Wortman ~xpresses regret that he erred, in his article, in describing Getberg as being located 
in the Aland Islands. It is apparently in Kirkkonummi, on the Helsinki-Karja route, and fig. 6 (centre 
page 10) of B.J.R.P. 50 should be read accordingly. We are sorry we cannot include the Finnish/Swedish 
accents on town names in the following contributions 

Mr. Philip Marsden writes : · 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: 
The Aland Islands were a de facto part of the Archduchy of Finland after 1809 and until 1917 

and Finnish independence . . The 1920 de;:ision of the League of Nations was a recognition of this de facto 
state of affairs; an important consequence of the decision was that the islands had to be deriiil!tarized 
and in 1922 the Aland Islands were granted a considerable degree of autonomous government. The 
fiftieth anniversary of this event was celebrated in 1972 by the issue of a special stamp. · The islands 
have their own flag; an orange cross o·utlined in white on a blue ground, the flag is burgee shaped like 
the flag of Finland. 
THE POST PEASANTS 

Storby is the present-day name of the lo;:ation of the Eckero post office from which the mails were 
sent to Sweden. This place and Kastelholm w.!re the most important places in the Aaland Islands in 
1812. The latter place was important because of the castle situated at Kastelholm and the proximity 
of the Russian fortifications and garrison at Bomarsund. 

The post office at Eckero was built by the Czar as a prestige elitablishment and is an extremely 
handsome building, now used as a boarding .house . . It is so impressive as still to be out of keeping with 
all other buildings in the vicinity .of present-day Storby. Nearby, is the memorial Dr. Wortman men, 
tioned, and the local postal museum, also the original boathouse, which houses the .boat. The boat 
itself was provided with runners for use in the winter, the sails were used both on the water and on 
the i~e, when the wind was favourable. Otherwise the boat was rowed or drawn by men using ·a special 
harness. The method of use is iflustrated in the 1 !mk stamp of the 1938 set commemorating the third · 
centenary of the establishment of the postal service. The use of the boat itself fitted with · runners had 
the obvious advantage that it could be used on decaying ice or ice of uncertain security with some assur
ance that the mails and the postal officials would survive any mishaps. 

CANCELLATIONS 
Eckero Type I 

Type II 

Single .. line undated mark in cyrillic characters used from 1812-1846. 
This mark is extremely rare ; three known examples. 
The low boxed cancellation is ki:mwn to have beenused from 1847-1870. 
This is a very valuable cancellation both on prestamp covers and early 

BRITISH · JOURNAL· OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 51 Page 17 



Kastelholm 

Mariehamn 

Type Ill 

Type IV 

Type V 

Type I 

Type II 

Type Ill 

Type I 

stamps of Finland struck in black. Strikes in blue are known from 
1870. 
The small single circle cancellation. The earliest known date is 1864 
and is found up to the mid 1870's. It is also rare. 

The small double ring cancellation of 1873-93. 

The larger bridged double ring cancellation of 1888-1893. 

Single line cyrillic cancellation used from 1812-1846. 

The high boxed cancellation was introduced in 1856 and remained in 
use until 1889 towards the end of this period it was used in a secondary 
capacity. It is rare and may exist in two types. 

The small single circle cancellation which was in use from 1867-1878. A 
variant exists during the period 1870-1873 when a horizontal line occurs 
beneath the month figure. It is found in black and rarely in blue. 

An early version of a small single circle cancellation is known dated 
1867 with letters and numerals smaller than Type II. This cancellation 
is in a state which indicates that it had been in use many years earlier. 
Struck in black and greenish black. 

Type II The small single circle cancellation reportedly used from 1866 to 1887. 
It is found with and without a horizontal stroke below the month figure 
as well as with a stroke between day and month. It is usually struck in 
black and occasionally blue with dates in the 1870's. 

Type III The small double ring cancellation of 1873-93. 

Type IV The larger bridged double ring cancellation of 1888-1893. 

Other postal establishments (in alphabetical order) 
Brando (Aland) - The double ring bridged cancellation of 1888-1893. 
Degerby (Aland) - The large bridged double ring cancellation of 1888-1893. 
Geta The large bridged double ring cancellation of 1888-1893. 
Godby The double ring cancellation of 1873-1893. 
Hammarland The large bridged double circle cancellation of 1888-1893. 
Kumlinge The double circle cancellation of 1873-1893. 
Lemland The double circle cancellation of 1873-1893. 
Lumparland The large bridged double circle cancellation of 1888-1893. 
Saltvik The large bridged double circle cancellation of 1888-1893. 
Sund The large bridged double circle cancellation of 1888-1893. 
Wardo The double circle cancellation of 1873-1893. 

•(N.B.-Brando Aland must be distinguished from Brando in the province of Nyland on the Finnish 
mainland as must Degerby Aland from the place of the same name in Nyland). 
The above list of postmarks and cancellations (with the exception of regulation markings) is as far as I 
know complete to about I 893. 

It is worth noting that from 14th August, 1900 to 1917 or 1918 (but not after April, 1918) as in 
the rest of Finland only Russian stamps could be used on items posted to destinations abroad and to 
Russia and this accounts for the occurrence of cancellations from Aland on Russian stamps. 

Bibliography 
1. "The Earliest Finnish Postmark Stamps," by Karl-Erick Stenberg, Stockholm, 1962. 
2. "Finnland Frahe Ortsstempel" by Rolf Gummeson, Stockholm, 1964. 
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List of Postal Establistments in the Aland Islands as marked on the Postal Map dated 1962 

Bomarsund Haraldsby Saltvik 
Brusto Jomala Seglinge 
Brando Aland Jomala p.h. Sottunga 
Degerby Aland Jurmo Aland Storby 
Emkarby Kumlinge . Sund 
Enklinge Kokar Tengsoda 
Fisko Lappoby-Aland Tjudo 
Flaka Lemland Torsholma 
Geta Lemlands Granboda Tosarby 
Godby Lumparland Vai-do 
Gottby Marby Ava 
Golby Nafsby Eckero 
Hammarland Pals bole Mariehamn 

Mr. Oleg Faberge sends the following list of postmark types (see centre pages for illustrations):
'Type 1 Straight line Cyrillic (1812 - 1846) 

Fig. 1 "Eckero" 
Fig. 2 "Kastelholm" 

Type 2 Low box or high box with date 
Fig. 3 "Eckero" (low box) introd. about 1847 
Fig. 4 "Kastelholm" (high box) introd. about 1856 

Type 3 Small single circle 
Fig. 5 "Eckero" introd. about 1864 
Fig. 6 "Kastelholm" introd. about 1867 
Fig. 7 "Mariehamn" introd. about 1866 

'Type 4 Double circle - introd. during 1873-1888 
Fig. 8 "Eckero" 
Fig. 9 "Mariehamn" 

·Type 5 Double circle interrupted by date, with "Finland" ( introd. 1888-188~) 
Fig. 10 "Eckero" · 
Fig. 11 "Mariehamn" 
Fig. Ila "Degerby" 

'Type 6 Bi-lingual (or tri-lingual) introd. 1893 
Fig. 12 "Wardo" 

Some further notes: 
1. Type 1 belong, to the greatest rarities (especially Fig. I). 
2. Type 2 are rare to very rare. (My e:1rliest cancellation of Aland is Fig. 4 on a 10 kop 1860-

stamp on cover to Helsingfors). 
3. Type 3 are scarce during the early period, less so later. (My earliest are illustrated in Fig. 6 

on a 40 pen 1871 postal stationery envelope, and in Fig. 7 on a 20 pen 1871 postal stationery 
envelope). 

Mr. Kaj Hellman mentions that there are no Finnish names for the places in Aland. For example, 
GETA is only GETA. · The only exception is MARIEHAMN, .where the Finnish name is MAARIAN
HAMINA. 

Kaj gives the following places in Aland Islands which used the differing types of Finnish can
cellations. (Figure numbers in centre pages are also given). 

Single line (Russian) (Figs. l and 2) 

Small rectangular 

Large rectangular 
Single circle 

(Fig. 3) 

(Fig. 4) 
(Figs. 5, 6, 7) 
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ECKERO 
KASTELHOLM 
SKARPANS 
ECKERO 
SKARPANS 
KASTELHOLM 
ECKERO 
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Double circle (Figs. 8 and 9) 

"'Finland" bridge type (Figs. 10 and 11) 

Bi-lingual (or Tri-lingual) type (Fig. 12) 

KASTELHOLM 
MARIEHAMN 
ECKERD 
GODBY 
KUMLINGE · 
LEMLAND 
MARIEHAMN 
SUNDS 
WARDO 
BRANDO-ALAND 
DEGERBY 
ECKERD 
GETA 
GRANBODA 
HAM MARLAND 
LUMPARLAND 
MARIEHAMN 
SALTVIK 
SUND 
BRANDO-ALAND 
DEG ERBY-ALAND 
ECKERD 

· GETA 
GODBY 
HAMMARLAND 
KUMLINGE 
LEMLAND 
LUMPARLAND . 
MARIE HAMN 
NAFSBY · 
PALSBOLE 
SOTTUNGA 
SUND 
WARDO 

(Note: Mr. Hellman observes there may be some others of this type, but these are the only ones · 
he has seen. Dr. Wortman mentioned SALTVIK, and Mr. Hellman agrees this must exist). 

VARIETIES OF SOVIET MINIATURE SHEETS 

H. Norwood 
1944 Liberation of Leningrad (S. G. 1048a) 

(See also article by Mr. A. S. F. Waugh in B.J.R.P. 41) 
This sheet exists in three principal varieites which are most readily distinguished by the date at 

the top, 27/1-1944. · · 

Page 20 

Type I In the date the stroke between 27 and I is at approximately 45 degrees and 
there is no break after the dash. Length of date 26.8 mm. The text is in 
black and the bottom line of the text is 46 mm. White paper and white gum. 

Type II In · the date the stroke between 27 and 1 is at approximately 45 degrees and 
there is a 2 mm. gap between the dash and the 1 in 1945. Length of 
date 27.2 mm. The text is dark grey-black and the bottom line of the text is 
46 mm. Grey paper and yellow gum. 

Type III In the date the stroke between 27 and 1 is nearly vertical and there is no break 
after the date. Length of date ·26.l mm. The text is dark grey-black and 
the bottom line of the text is 45 t:nm. White paper and white gum. 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 51 



Of these, only the first is scarce, but there are four varieties of Type II, some of which also appear 
to be scarce. The varieties of Type II are distinguished by the relative position ofletters in the two lines 
of the lower inscription. Compare the positions of "yu" in "POLNOSTIYU" with "k" 
in "BLOKADY" beneath. 

(i) The vertical strokes in these letters are directly one above the other. 
(ii) The vertical stroke of "k" is to the left of the vertical stroke of "yu." 

(iii) The vertical stroke of "k" is slight to the right of the vertical stroke of "yu". 
(iv) The vertical stroke of "k" is beneath the "O" of "yu." 

Varieties with inverted text and with the text doubly printed were listed in the 1948 Soviet cata
logue, but there was no indication of the types in which this occurred. 

1945 Relief of Stalingrad (S. G. 1101a) 
This sheet is found on at least three different thicknesses of paper which may be described as 

thin, medium and thick. The gum may be yellow or white, and there are two distinct shades of the 
brown colour, a brown and a dark brown with minor variations of each. Varieties include 

(1) displacement of the red 
(2) double impression of the red 
(3) inverted text 

1947 25th Anniversary of Soviet Postal Service 
30k x 4 (S. G. 1222b) 

Varieties: (1) Text omitted 
(2) Text inverted 
60k. x 4 (S. G. 1222c) 

Variety: Text inverted 

1965 Spacellight of "Voskhod 2" (S. G. 3107) 
This exists on a \'ery white paper and also on an off-white greyish paper. 

1968 Satelite TV Transmissions (S. G. 3631) 
This was printed on a plain paper and also on varnished paper. The 1970 Soviet catalogue only 

lists the varnished variety and Gibbons Europe 3 does not mention the paper and so implies plain paper. 

1970 Lenin Birth Centenary Philatelic Exhibition (S. G. 3799) 
There were two printings of this miniature sheet: the first (Type I) was issued on 14th March 

on the opening day of the philatelic exhibition, and the second on 24th July. 
The principal differences are tabulated below. 

Background to the sheet 
Inscription on sheet 
Ribbon 
Colour of head 
Lines in the red background to the 

· head 
White inscription on the stamp 

Type I 

Mottled brownish-red 
Thick letters 
Bright red 
Gold 

Horizontal 
Thin, weak letters 

Type II 

Smooth dark red 
Thin letters 
A lighter red 
Bronze 
Inclined at 3 degrees upwards 

towards the right 
Letters are bold and clear 

1972 Winter Olympic Games, Sapporo (S. G. 4035 and 4047) 
On the sheet commemorating the winter games. (S. G. 4035) the letters SAPPORO '72 on the 

stamp vary in colour from dark grey to a light grey and the background of the sheet is in bright blue. 
The sheet with the overprint commemorating Soviet victories (S. G. 4047) exists with the overprint on 
the original sheet and also on a later printing (not so far seen without the overprint) in which the back
ground of the sheet is in a different blue tone, usually darker, but several shades exist. SAPPORO '72 
is always in light grey and the bottom line of lower left shading on the stamp·s has a. break of 3-3½ mm. 

1972 50th Anniversary of Pioneers' Organisation (S. G. 4059) 
The first printing of this sheet was issued on 10th May and the second five or six days later. 
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In the first printing the boys trousers and the girl's skirt in the 30 kop. stamp are bluish and in 
the second printing they are green. In addition, in the first printing the child's drawing of a moonscape 
in the upper left hand corner shows blue marks resembling birds in the sky; these are absent in the second 
printing. 

~ 
RUSSIAN POST IN BULGARIA: NEW DISCOVERIES 

Dr. V. Stoyanoff 
Our genial member Dr. Vassil Stoyanoff (Russe), though approaching his 81st birthday, is as 

keen as ever in collecting early postal history items from his native country of Bulgaria, and endeavours 
to record items for us whenever he sees something new from the Russian post in Bulgaria. 

Dr. Stoyanoff advises us that in addition to the well documented history in Part I of Tchilinghirian
Stephen ("Stamps of the Russian Empire Used Abroad") page 79, he can add that the cancellations 
introduced by the Russian Postal Administration were used in some of the P.O.s even up to 1883-1884. 
For example, he has the KOTEL cancellation (prev. recorded in "Used Abroad Chronicle" under fig. 
153) used on piece, cancelling a block of four East Roumelian stamps, in 1882. 

On page 78 of Part I ("Used Abroad") there are lists of P.O.s for (1) North Bulgaria, and (2) South 
Bulgaria. To list (I) should be added BERKOVTZA (see B.J.R.P. 34, fig. 138), and RAKHOV (dis
covered by D. N. Minchev, details published in the Bulgarian "Filatelen Pregled" in 1971. List (2) 
should be augmented by KARLOVO (see B.J.R.P. 34, fig. 139); and also AHEILO, NOVA ZAGORA, 
POPOVO, and HADJI ELES. 

In order that collectors may have a clearer idea of the epoch in which we are inter
ested, Dr. Stoyanoff points out some peculiarities about the towns in the Kingdom of Bulgaria and East 
Roumelia at that time. The city of Sofia, for instance, being on the west, near the boundary of Bulgaria, 
had only 4,000 inhabitants, but the fortress there housed a garrison of 15,000 soldiers. The barracks 
were very near the city, but the town itself being of an artisan and agricultural nature had only a small 
trade. This explains the lack of business enjoyed by the Austrian P.O. in Sofia, and the rarity of those 
cancellations. Dr. Stoyanoff suggests that th.! cJnn.!Jt in th! b:>:>'.c "A-Htrian P.O., Un1 Abro:d" 
Part VII, page 503, attributing this scarcity to illiteracy is incorrect. Sofia was chosen as the capital 
of the second Bulgarian Kingdom, instead of Tirnovo, because of its geographical position. Of course 
Sofia today is a large capital of nearly one million inhabitants and has a large commercial and indus
trial activity, unlike its situation in the mid-19th century. 

Filipopol or Plovdiv the capital of East Roumelia had a 19th-century population of 24,000 
(compared with a quarter of a million today). It had an incomparably larger commercial activity than 
Sofia and the Danube towns (WIDDIN, 24,000; LOM PALANKA, 5,000; SVISTOV, 12,000; RUST
SCHUK, 26, 800). RUSTSCHUK (now RUSSE) was at that time the city with the largest trade in 
Bulgaria. 

Returning to the additions to the lists on page 78 of Part I "Used Abroad," Dr. Stoyanoff makes 
the following comments : (I) NORTH BULGARIA. 

BERKOVZA/BERKOV ATZ. According to the writer Felix Kanitz this was the prettiest 
place which he had ever seen. Situated 90km. northwards from Sofia, it had 4,100 inhabitants. Its 
name is now BERKOVITZA, and above it lies the remains of a Roman fortress, as yet unstudied. The 
town is on the road from LOM to SOFIA, in the West Balkan mountains. The local population did 
much work in mountain crafts, and woodworking; cattle breeding; saddlery and leather work; and 
also highly developed silk worm farming. 

RAHOVA/RAHOVO. This is a port on the Danube with some 11,000 population in the mid-
19th century. It was important and well defended by the Turks. It was situated on the site of the 
Roman fortress Valeria, between LOM and NIKOPOL. Fishing was the main occupation, though 
the port concerned itself with importing and exportation of goods. 

(2) SOUTH BULGARIA (EASTERN ROUMELIA) 
KARLOVO. This town was situated below the Balkan Mountain and was some 60km. north 

from Plovdiv, in the valley of roses. It now boasts a population of 20,000 and is famous for its pro
duction of attar of roses, of lavender, and of peppermint and other essential volatile oils, Vine growing 
is also well developed. 

Page 22 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 51 



IHTIMAN. At the end of 1877 this town had about 3,000 inhabitants. It is situated near the
famous Trayanoor Pass scene of many ancient conflicts, on the road between Constantinople and Sofia. 
Woodworking was the main local occupation. 

Dr. Stoyanoff would also like to make the following comments relative to particular cancell
ations: 
VIDIN (Page 87; Part I) 

During 1877-78 Vidin was the third largest city in Bulgaria (after Rustchuk and Filippopoli) 
with a population of 24,000, one-fifth of which was Spanish Jews. The cancellation VIDIN/VIDDIN 
is shown in Rossica Journal 73 (1967, page 25). 
SILISTRA (Page 88; Part I) 

The c:mcellation is shown in Ro3sica Journal 73 (page 25). 
PLOVDIV/FILIPPOPOL (Page 90; Part I) 

Three cancellations are knowfl from this city:-
No. I. As shown in Part I (page 90). (Fig. 77). 
No. 2. As illustrated (with a cancellation of TCHIRPAN) in B.J.R.P. 33. Also 

Fig. 110 ("Used Abro::td" Chro.:ticle). 
No. 3. Illustrated in B.J.R.P. 46 (Fig. 236). Illustrated in the centre pages is a 

cover from Buca1est to Plovdiv showing the cancellation. 
TATAR PAZARDJIK (Page 91; Part I) 

The cancellation from this town was illustrated in B.J.R.P. 46 (Fig. 237), though the name should 
hav.: read T. PAZARDJIK. 
HASKOVO (Page 91; Part I) 

In the mid-19,h century the town had a population of about 12,000 (though today is over three 
times the size). In the past the major oc::upations were agricultural, and today the town is known prim
arily for it:, tobac::o products. The P.O. cancellation reads "POSH A KHASK YUI, the letter "YU" 
as for the German. Part I suggests th:1t a c:mcellation reading KHASKOVO exists, but Dr. Stoyanoff 
states this is unknown to him, or to anyone else in Bulgaria. 
CHIRPAN (Page 92; Part I) 

An illustrat:on of this cancellation was published in B.J.R.P. 34, from the reverse of a cover in 
Dr. Stoyanoff's collection. 
STARA ZAGORA (Page 92; Part I) 

This town was built on the ruins of the Roman city Augusta Trayana, and was later called Beroe, 
and afterwards Verrea. In the mid-19(h centu;y the population was approx. 15,000. It was burned 
down by the Turks in their retreat, and later taken by the combined Russian and Bulgarian armies in 
January 1878. After the fire the P.O. had no permanent premises for some time, and it is believed for 
that reason, examples are rather rare. 
KARNOBAT (Page 93; Part I) 

Illustrations of this cancellation (from Dr. Stoyanoff's collection) are shown in the centre pages. 
ORIENT EXPRESS RAILWAY (Page 94; Part I) 

By 1877-78, this railway, running between Constantinople and Sofia had only reached SARAN
BEY/SARANOVO, having been sanctioned by the Turkish Government on 7/20 June, 1873. The 
completed line Zaribr d-Belgrade opened on I st August, 1888. 
BURGAS (Page 94; Part I) 

In 1877-78 this town had only a population of 3,200 (although nowadays it numbers 150,000 
following the drying out of several lakes on the west which allowed the town to develop}. In the past 
it had quite a lively business, especially with ROPiT. 

The following P.O.'s are newly recorded: 
AHIEL (Later ANHIELO, and now POMORIE) 

Founded as far back as the Grecian period, this port has been known in history for the past 2,500 
vears. The h'irbour, which is excellent was built by the Venetians and Genoans. In 1877-78 the popu
iation was about 5,000 (though three times that number now). Fishing (and to-day fish-canning) is 
the main industry, though there is muc'1 vine growing in the area. There is a large sanatorium for the 
mud-curing of arthritic and other joint conditions. 
;'JOV A ZAGORA (In Turkish ENI ZAAKA) 

In 1877-78 there were 3,700 inhabitants, though the town was completely burnt down at this 
time. Since the P.O. function was irregular at this time, examples of cancellations are very rare. The 
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town is about 33 km. eastwards from Stara Zagora; the main industries being textiles, furniture, and 
metal treatment. 
HADJI ELES (HUELES) 

The town lies 60 km. east of Plovdiv, and in the past had only some 1,200 inhabitants. It is on 
the railway and was renamed Borisovgrad in 1895. Its name to-day is Pervomai ("First of May"). 
Because the P.O. was so small in 1877/78, cancellations are very rare. Farming and wood working are 
the main industries. 
POPOVO 

This village is some 50 km. south of Yambo!. In 1877-78 the population was a mere 1,300. It 
is now united with two neighbouring villages of Dabov aqp Kamen Vrah. The P.O. in 1877-78 had no 
permanent premises, and functioned only irregularly, thus cancellations are extremely rare. 

Dr. Stoyanoff feels sure there is still scope to record further post offices, and believes there must 
have been offices at VRATZA or DOBROUDZA, up to the Berlin Congress. TULCHA (a town in 
Dobroudza) then had about 24,000 population; and there was HAIDJI OGLOU PAZARDJIK (DOB
RICH}-now Tolbuhin-which had a population of 10,000; apart from the port of Baltchik; Kjustenza, 
etc. 

During the 1877-78 period the cancellations were often impressed in blue, bluish-green, or green 
ink. Reproductions in the centre pages are, perhaps, less distinct, on account of this. 

'TWO PROBLEMS 

Kaj Hellman 

~ .. ~ .. 
~ 

Kaj Hellman (Espoo, Finland) raises two problems concerning (a) the 1858 10k. stamp perforated 
12½ without watermark, and (b) the 1865 stamp perf. 14½ : 15 also without watermark. 

Concerning the 1858 (p. 12½) stamp Mr. Hellman points out that in every catalogue and hand
.book he has read, the date of issue is given as October, 1858. • Hugo Krotsch in his handbook says 28th 
-October but the Michel catalogue deviates slightly from the rule by quoting 1st November. Krotsch 
.apparently got the date 28.10.1858 from a circular letter, which states that the Ministry of Posts was 
forced to order paper which was thinner than that previously used, because earlier stamps tended not 
to adhere sufficiently to letters. 

Mr. Hellman is able to prove that this perf. 12½ stamp was already in use in September 1858, 
,since he has a cover (illustrated in the centre pages) sent from St. Petersburg to Saratov on 18th Septem
ber. The stamp itself is obliterated by the numeral "l" in circle of dots, of the earlier type with two 
vertical dots either side the numeral. On the cov~r is a boxed S. P. BURG handstamp, in red, with the 
-date 19 SEN. 1858. There is also the large Saratov arrival cancellation V' SARATOVI POLUCHENO 
.26 SEN. 1858. To cap this, the date of the letter itself is 18th September, 1858. The colour of the 
-stamp is very dark, close to the earlier 10k. (with watermark "l"). 

Mr. Hellman also has a further cover from St. Petersburg to Saratov, bearing the same cancell
.ations, but in this case the date is 7.11.1858, and the Saratov arrival cancellation 14.11.1858. The 
numeral dots cancellation is of the type not showing the two dots either side the numeral. 

For the 1865 issue, Mr. Hellman also has an early cover. The stamp is cancelled by the double 
circle S. PETERBURG in black dated 20 FEB. 1865. At the top left of the cover (see illustration in 
the centre pages) is the red S. PETERBURG/EKSP, also dated 20 FEB. 1865, and this date is shown in 
manuscript on the letter itself. Mr. Hellman's next St. Petersburg cancellation on this same issue is 
not until 2.8.1865. On the other hand, he has many St. Petersburg cancellations on the perf. 12½ stamp 
for April, May, and June!! He wonders if the stamp used in February was in any way a trial perfor
.ation? 

~ 
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OBITUARIES 

SIR JOHN WILSON, Bt., K.C.V.O. 
We are sorry to record the death, on 5th February, 1975, after a short illness, of Sir John Wilson,. 

second baronet, of Carbeth, Killearn, Scotland, aged 76. Sir John was an Honorary Member of our 
Society and an eminent specialist of Imperial Russia, Zemstvos, Finland, and Roumania. On 25th 
June, 1949, Sir John gave the Society a display he called "Early Russian Rarities," culled from his superb 
collection, commencing with the finest known copy of the Tillis Town Post stamp, followed by one of 
the finest collections of S. G. 1. in existence, and other superb items detailed in B.J.R.P. No. 4. Spread 
over three issues of "The London Philatelist" in Jan/Feb/March, 1941, is a superb monograph on "The 
19th Century Issues of Imperial Russia," which after 34 years, remains a superb contribution to lussian 
philatelic literature. 

Sir John Wilson's contribution to philately was enormous. As most readers will know, he became 
Keeper of the Royal Philatelic Collections in 1938, a post from which he retired in 1969. He was promin-· 
ently concerned with many international exhibitions, as Jury Chairman, and for over 50 years was an 
active member (and mostly Chairman) of the R. P. S. Expert Committee. He was the first recipient 
from abroad of the Collectors' Club Lichtenstein Medal, the first recipient of the R. P. S. medal for· 
services to that Society. He gained the 'Tapling' medal, and the 'Crawford' Medal; the latter for his. 
monumental work "The Royal Philatelic Collection" in 1953. 

He was Chairman of the Stamp Centenary Exhibition in 1940, and also of the London 1950 Inter
national Exhibition at Grosvenor House. Sir John became President of the Royal Philatelic Society 
in 1934 (when he was 35 years old) and served in this capacity for the following six years; he was recalled 
for a second period as President in 1949. 

W. LYCHMANENKO 
We are very sorry to learn of the passing of Mr. W. Lychmanenko, of Bradford, Yorkshire on 

17th December, 1974. Mr. Lychmanenko, a member of our Society for many years, was particularly 
interested in the stamps of Ukraine, his native country. He thought highly of the early handbooks 
on "The Trident Issues of the Ukraine" by the late C. W. Roberts and A. W. Greaves, and arranged 
to translate at least Part I into Ukrainian, which was published for the interest of Ukrainian emigres· 
in this country and U.S.A. 

H. SHENITZ 
We are also sorry to record the death of Mr. H. Shenitz, of Long Island City, New York, early 

in 1974, also a long standing member of B.S.R.P., and also-we believe-of the Rossica Society. 

NEWS AND VIEWS 
From a huge pile of interesting correspondence are a number of comments worthy of mention 

in our Journal. Mr. L. A. Kolot (Cheltenham) sends a photoprint of three used copies of S. G. 547, 
which are illustrated in the centre pages. Two stamps show clearly a "Deformed K" variety in the
word "KOP." Mr. Kolot believes this to be a major flaw, for the "K" is completely surrounded by 
colour where it cuts the "POCHT A SSSR" tablet. As this is a typographical printing, Mr. Kolot believes 
this cannot be caused by dirt or any of the more usual factors, and considers it to be a crudely repaired 
die. The two used copies he has (dates in 1930 and 1931) are both perf. 12 x 12½, and are of the same 
shade. Can any other readers report further copies, or add to the information? 

Mr. A. Kashko (Hayes) sends a most interesting list of items in his collection, which includes 
S. G. 144 (no overprint) cancelled TIENTSIN RUSSKAYA POCHTA "a' 4.1.16 and S. G. 150 with 
an imperforate margin, about 1 ½ inches deep at the bottom of the paper. From South Russia he has 
S. G. 42A (the tete-beche pair) and would be pleased to hear from anyone who could give an opinion 
on this item! 

Our contributor, Mr. V. Denis Vandervelde is getting especially interested in disinfected mail 
a,d sends along the following parai~aphs: 

"Readers may rec,11 that in B.J.R.P. 21 a b,.ief ac-:::>unt by Dr. Wortman was given of the disin
fection of mail in Russia, :-nd some of the c-::chets a5sociated with it. That most useful account was 
written without knowledge of the major work on disinfection by the late Dr. Karl Meyer, which included 
a relatively brief chapter on Russian pra-;tice. Each of these articles contained information not in the 
other, a'1d Dr. Meyer's book included a couple of inco~rect attributions. Since then quite a lot more 
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information and material has come to light, and the time seems ripe for a major reappraisal of Russian 
disinfection practice. 

"Disinfected mail is one of my own particular enthusiasms, and your Editor has been kind enough 
to welcome my offer to collate the work of Dr. Wortman and Dr. Meyer with material in my own collect
.ion and those of several very helpful correspondents. Some readers will already have been asked for 
help; and others, who join the Study Circle I am setting up to deal with problems of disinfection in all 
countries (and such associated topics as maritime bills of health, anti-vaccination propaganda, health 
regulations, etc) will shortly receive more details. But it is very desirable that all available sources of 
information are tapped, and I will welcome news of anything of disinfection interest in the hands of 
B.J.R.P. readers-not just cachets and seals on cover but any accounts of quarantine stations regula
ions on disinfection practice, or anything else which can fill out the information already held. All letters 
will be answered promptly. If sufficient response is forthcoming, an authoritative article could be pre
pared in time for publication in the next issue of B.J.R.P. Please write, with details and/or photostats 
if possible, to me at 25 Sinclair Grove, London, N.W.11 9JH." 

John R. Gentle (Charleston), in company with Mr. Wm. Ittel, is engaged on a three volume listing 
of vignettes, seals, locals, ft.seals and postage due stamps of Russia between 1875 and 1950. He asks 
help from readers to advise him of unlisted Revenues or Fiscals, if possible sending Xerox copies. Mr. 
Gentle's address is 1018 Bradford Avenue, Charleston S.C. 29412, U.S.A. 

From Mr. J. Michelson (Johannesburg) a keen collector of Latvia, comes welcome word that he 
gained a silver-gilt award for his "Forerunners of Latvia" at the recent S.A. National Exhibition. 'Mike' 
finds it difficult to acquire maps dealing with postal and railway routes through Europe, and wonders 
if any members can help him? (We have already advised Baedeker guides. Mike's address is P.O. 
Box 9314, Johannesburg 2000, South Africa). Apart from being Chairman of the Management Com
mittee of "The South African Philatelist," Mike recently helped to write a history of The Philatelic Feder
ation of Southern Africa 1928-1973 which became a separate supplement to the S.A. Philatelist for Sept. 
1974. This is indeed a fine brochure recording nearly 50 years of S. A. philately. 

On the subject of the !Ok. Kitai Vertically Laid, Mr. Michel Liphschutz writes to Dr. Wortman 
to say that he acquired the magnificent piece with seven examples at the Corinphila auction, and that 
he has a mint corner example No. 10 on the sheet in Type 2. He also reports that Mr. Igor Maslowski 
has a mint example whicl-. as been in his collection for a long time. Mr. H. C. Easton (Knutsford) has 
shown Dr. Wortman a further example, which he discovered in a dealer's tray. It is an undoubtedly 
genuine example of Type 1 lightly cancelled but with the "H" of HANKOW POSTE RUSSE and the 
handstamp letter "a" clearly visible. Mr. R. S. Blomfield (Knoxville) also writes direct to us to say 
that he too has a copy of this elusive stamp. He picked his copy up in an A. P. S. packet over 30 years 
ago, miscatalogued (of course!!-Ed.) and offered for two cents. Mr. Blomfield distinctly remembers 
that the vertically laid was then catalogued by Scott at ten dollars-it is now 130 dollars! This copy 
is used, light indigo shade, centred slightly to the upper left, but unfortunately the cancellation is illegible. 
It seems to be a single circle, and probably not Hankow. Mr. Blomfield is sure the overprint is not a 
forgery, and it meets all the tests given in Rossica 45. A mint block of four, and a single used (at Han
kow) were auctioned with the Kurt Adler collection (Aug. 14-15, 1974); and a single mint copy was 
sold in the Frederick T. Small collection (Dec. 10-11, 1974). Not including these latter auction items, 
the tally so far appears to be 29 specimens. 

Dr. A. H. Wortman sends us the two following paragraphs: 

Col. Prado's covers of 12.12.17 belong to a batch which a London dealer once had for sale priced 
singly and the Editorial comment gives the correct answer to his queries. The writer examined the 
fifty or sixty in the original lot and it was obvious that stamps had been put on the covers haphazardly 
and without regard to proper postage rates. He decided however to take one which bore a Jr. perf. 
with inverted background which had Registration label No. 496 and another with Registration label 
No. 466 which had a 70k and a 35k both imperf. and with one wide margin. Neither of these denomin
ations was common used and the intention was in any case to compare shades and width of network 
lines with other examples. 

Genuine commercial and private covers with November and December dates in 1917arenot 
common but they do exist. From missives in the writer's collection with cancellations of origin from 
March to December 1917 we may be sure that postage rates to destioations abroad were !Ok for a post
card, 20k for a letter and 40k for a registered letter during that period. 
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Rev. L. L. Tann (Sutton) advises us that four important lots of Romanov proofs were sold at the 
Stanley Gibbons A ction on 31st January, 1975. Proofs of the lk., 2k., 3k., 14k., 20k., and 25k. on 
thin glazed white card in colours different from the issued stamps fetched £l05 (as opposed to an esti
mate of £60); three proofs of the 15k. in differing styles made £50 (£30); 35k., three proofs, and 50k., 
two proofs fetched £100 (£50); whilst 70k., seven proofs made £140 (£70). Rev. Tann also reports he 
has a 70k. Arms type (1909-17 issue) with all the hall marks of a pre-war printing, but showing con
siderable damage to the left wing of the Imperial eagle. We had wished to illustrate this item, but unfor
tunately we could not get it sufficiently well photographed. 

Regrettably our proof reading is not as good as it used to be, and Mr. Oleg A. Faberge (Helsinki) 
far too politely advises us of two slips in B.J.R.P. 50 in his article on Zemstvo cancellations. On the 
first line of page 7, the word should be "date" and not "dots"; whilst Mr. Faberge's postal code to his 
address (last line of same page) should be "00250 Helsingfors" and not 08250. 

Norman Fritzberg (Minneapolis) writes a welcome letter from which we note he exhibited Men 
shevik Georgia (with Batum) at the recent Minneapolis Twinpex Exhibition, winning the E. M. Oleson 
Memorial Award (an engraved silver plate). Norman encloses a photoprint of a letter and cover written 
by the same British soldier (Fred Swindells) as the cover illustrated in B.J.R.P. 45 from Mr. Eric Poulter's 
collection. The letter is the sequel and is dated 18th July 1919 from Omsk. Evidently Omsk seemed 
very dirty after Ekaterinburg, and the writer hopes he will soon be on his way to Vladivostok. Let us 
hope he got back safely to Manchester after all his adventures. 

Some time ago in "News and Views" your Editor described (and illustrated) a rare cancellation 
recorded on stamps of Batum from MARADIDY. Later on he hazarded the guess that a similar can
cellation was used to cancel stamps from Batum itself, during the first few weeks of April 1919, until the 
regular BATUM "i" cancellation was pressed into use. Mr. L. F. Mead (Devizes) had two stamps of 
the first Tree type apparently faintly cancelled by such a handstamp. A reader from Devon now con
firms that such a cancellation indeed does exist, reading BATUM-POCHTOVO-TELEGRAF, KON
TORA between the double circles, and the three line DAY A/KORRESPON/DENSHI within the inner 
circle. (BATUM POSTAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE; FOR THE CORRESPONDENCE). This 
latest example is impressed on a plain envelope together with the "Postmaster's han(istamp" of six lines 
("Owing to lack of stamps .... .. postage has been paid in cash"). This combination is interesting, 
since it evidently dates from March 1919, and one wonders if such envelopes were "sold" ready franked 
for use- i.e. postal stationery. An interesting development from Batum. 

John Lloyd had some of our members. visit him . last summer from overseas, -including Mr. Sitm 
Robbins (Los Angeles) on his return journey from Moscow and Stockholm; Dr. Howard Weinert (Ruxton, 
Maryland); and Mr. V. Zambrini (Varese, Italy). Mr. Ellsworth L. Filby (Kansas City) visited Europe 
in 1974, and attended the meeting on 25th May. 

Mr. W. J. Diepenbrock (Bussum, Holland) is keenly endeavouring to place the celebrated German 
Society, U.P.V. (Ukraine-Philatelisten-Verband) back on the footing of earlier years, and following a 
meeting on September 14th, 1974 at the house of Dr. R. Seichter (Soltau), it was agreed that Dr. S.::ichter 
would continue as President, with Hans Werner as Vice-President, and W. J. Diqcnbroek as the new 
Hon. Secretary. Agreement was reached on a recruitment drive for new mc;nb..:rs; the extension of 
the Society Library; and the need for more and better co-operation with 'Der Russland-Sammler' 
(Munich); Rossica Society; and B.S.R.P. For interested readers, Mr. D:('penbroek's address is Ruys
daellaan 3, Bussum, Holland. 

The Stockholm International Exhibition wa5 held in Septemlx:r 1974, and the follow:ng awards 
were gained by members of our Society:-M. Liphschutz 'Zemstvo Posts' (Gold); Harry von Hofmann 
'Estonia' and 'Lithuania' (both Vermeil); Pers-Anders Erixon 'Russ,rr 1822-1922" (Vermeil); Dr. R. 
Casey 'Russian P.O's in Asia' (Vermeil); W. Frauenlob 'Russian 1858-J'J:9, Russian China and Levant' 
(Vermeil); Gunnar Hellstrom 'Mongolian Posts' (Silv<!r); E. Kol>ylanski 'Ukraine 1918-20' (Silver); 
Dr. H. Imhof 'St. Petersburg 1766-1914'; George South 'Colombia Air Mails 1919-30' (Silver); John 
Lloyd 'Russian Pre-Adhesive Postal Markings' (Silver); N. Konig 'Sov:et Unio;1 11)20-23' (S1lver-bronz.e); 
P. S. S. F_- Marsden 'Finland' (Bronze); also a sp,::.;ial subject class-Joim Lloyd 'Russia beyond the 
Arctic Circle' (Silver-bronze). We also know that Mr. C. Bulak (El Paso) visited Stockholm for the 
exhibition and was showing 'Express Wells Fargo and Co.-Postal Service in Mexico 1861-1909,' but 
regrettably we do not know the award he gained. 
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The British Philatelic Exhibition was held in London between 30th October-2nd November, 1974, 
and we noticed Mr. P. S.S. F. Marsden gained a Bronze-Silver for 'Finland'and Mr. H. Norwood a 
bronze for 'Poland'; Congratulations to all these exhibitors! 

On another page is an announcement that Mr. Ian L. G. Baillie is assuming the Editorship of 
the Journal as from the next issue, and we offer him our best wishes in undertaking this task (with the 

· help of Dr. K. Crabtree, and Mr. J. Tovey). Mr. Baillie's address is The Grange, Thornbury Road, 
Thornbury, Bristol BS12 2JB and all future communications in respect of the journal should be addressed 
to him. The retiring Editor is regretful at stepping down from a job he has always enjoyed doing, but 
acknowledges that the appearances of journals have been anything but regular of late mainly due to 
his lack of available time to devote to the work. However, he threatens to continue to be a constant 
contributor! 

REVIEWS OF NEW PUBLICATIONS 

"Imperial Russian Stamps Used in Transcaucasia" Part II Ti/lis; Tiflis Town Post. by P. T. Ashford. 78 
pages. British ,C'ociety of Russian Philately. Obtainable from the author at 9 Pentre Close, Ashton, 
Chester, CH3 8BR. Price £1.50 (4 dollars), postage free. 

All collectors in- our field will want to have this Part Two because there is a complete and up-to
date account of the Tiflis Town Post and its 1857 stamp. More than twenty pages are devoted to this, 
some recent new information from Russia is included and it is all presented in the lucid and orderly 
fashion we have come to expect from the author. 

Then all the known cancellations of Tiflis are listed with illustrations. Surprisingly we find that 
"no examples are recorded yet" for some of the handstamps and many readers will be eagerly searching 
thier collections to see if they can fill these blanks. In addition there are many illustrations of com
plete missives, mostly well reproduced but one or two of them have not come out as clearly as, no doubt, 
the author would have wished, owing to the method of production. However at the price, this is a great 
bargain. 

A. H. W . 

. Stanley Gibbons' Catalogue; Europe 3; Q - Z. 648 pages. Published by Stanley Gibbons' Publications 

. Ltd., 394 Strand, London W.C. 2. Price £3.50. 
This is the very welcome second edition of the third part of Europe 3. Again there has been 

. considerable revision of both content and pricing. 
There have been changes in all the countries listed in this volume but by far the greatest changes 

. have been made in Russia. This is reflected in the fact that almost the whole of the Editor's introduction 
· (page vii) is devoted to Russia. Members of this society will be interested to know that significant con
. tributions have been made by Messrs. Ashford, Drennan, Norwood and Wortman. 

Dr. Wortman's discoveries (Imperial section) have led to a completely revised list of the 1883-8 
. issues in terms of stamp size and perforation. 

Mr. B. St. G. Drennan has helped with the transliteration of Russian names and the 1941 pro
visional issue of Odessa (now included for the first time). 

Mr. H. Norw.:,od has concentrated on Soviet issues where he has added a large number 
of varieties. The two types of the 3R. value of the 1923-8 issues have, on his suggestion, been included 
and so we have an improved listing of these issues. 

Mr. P. T. Ashford has been responsible for changes in the lists of the issues for the Transcaucasian 
Ffderation. 

In connection with the new Soviet varieties added, Mr. Norwood is not very happy with the actual 
descriptions given. For example in Nos. 1692-3 it is the foreground (not background) colours that are 
concerned and in 1523-4 where the envelope flaps are omitted only in the lower left-hand corner. There 
is certainly much of interest for all Soviet collectors in these newly-listed varieties. 

There are, as one would expect, very many price changes. In most of these, the catalogue editor 
canjustly claim (p.v.) latest prices following market trends.' 

· Some outstanding changes are: S. G. 297 from £50 to £100; S. G. 319 from £25 to £50; S. G. 369 
from £40 to £130; S. G. 599 (previously 598) from £5 to £20; and the anti-war set (673-677) from £13 
to £28. 
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The prices for the 1949-54 issues are now in line with market prices leading to an increase of about · 
800% (!) in S. G. 1647-8 and many other large upward moves. 

On the other hand, there have been some decreases in more recent issues (e.g. S. G. 2332-3 down 
from 80p per pair mint to 50p the pair and the set 2414-2418 is down from 80p to 45p). 

Some welcome attention has been given to miniature sheets and the Philatelic Exhibition sheet 
of 1932 is now listed (at £250), the Lenin sheet of 1949 is now priced imperf. (£40) and the Stalin sheet 
(MS 1563a) has gone from £3.50 to £10. 

In conclusion, there is no doubt that the new Europe 3 is an excellent production (probably the 
best listing of Russia in the world today) and the editor and publishers deserve our congratulations. All 
must now look forward to the next edition! 

W. G. K. 

"If/ustrated Stamped Envelopes of the U.S.S.R. for 1972.'' Compiled by V. A. and N. V. Orlov, as a · 
catalogue in booklet form. Issued by The A/I-Union Society of Philatelists. Printed by "Svyaz," Mosco11· 
1974, 20,000 copies. 80 pages. Price 31 kop. (In Russian). 

This booklet brings up-to-date the information for stamped envelopes issued in previous yea1s, , 
the present issue listing up to No. 8639. As a supplement it has a very comprehensive indexing under 
various headings as an aid to topical collectors. A useful reference booklet for collectors of these envel
opes. 

B. P. 

"Sputnik Fi/atelista" ("A Philatelic Companion") compiled by M. P. Sokolov and L. N. Niselevich. Second · 
Issue, enlarged and improved. Printed by "Svyaz," Moscow 1974. 241 pages. Price 50 kop. Un 
Russian). 

This book is virtually a dictionary of philatelic terms. It contains many references, usually not 
found so easily. There is a list of philatelic terms in four languages as well as a list of countries issuing 
stamps bearing denominations relative to the Rouble; Pound; or Dollar. It is a good reference book 
either for the young or for more advanced collectors, and is well illustrated. Quite a lot of space is 
given to different types of stamp and postal stationery collecting. 

B. P. 

"France-U.R.S.S. Phi/atelie" (le Timbre Sovietique) (Bulletin of the Cercle Philatelique France-U.R.S.S.). 
J\io. 43, July I 974. No. 44, October 1974. Edited by Guy Rumeau. Published by the Cercle Philatelique 
France-U.R.S.S., 8 rue de la Vri/liere, Paris ler, France. Price 4.00F. (In French). 

The July issue of our French contemporary comprises an article by V. Fourman (Odessa) on the 
theme "Athletics" covering various U.S.S.R. stamps and postal stationery; a continuation of "The 
History of the Post in Azerbaijan" by the late E. S. Voikhanski (Baku); more on the life of Etienne
~aurice Falconet, the sculptor whose famous equestrian statue of Peter the Great was commissioned 
bv Catherine II, by J. Plassard; New issues of France, and U.S.S.R.; Varieties from members of B.S.R.P .. 
,~eprinted from our own Journal); as well as news of the Society. 

For Octoter Michel Liphschutz gives an aaccount of the International Exhibitions at Jerusalem, 
and Baste; there is the conclusion of the J. Plassard article on Falcone!; together with New Issues; and 
the usual news from the Cercle. 

··soumen Postimerkki Lehti" (Finnish Stamp Journal) January 1975. Edited by Kaj Hellman, Box 10167, 
00101 Helsinki IO, Finland. (In Finnish). 

We were very surprised to see that our good friend and member of B.S.R.P., Kaj Hellman, has 
taken over the editorship of this long established Finnish stamp journal, and our good wishes go to him 
in such an arduous undertaking. However, it is to be hoped he can find more supporting contributors 
than evinced by the January issue, many of the articles being from the editor's own pen (not an unknown 
situation, but a situation that becomes progressively more difficult to sustain). Articles that catch our 
eye include one on 'Finnish' Registration labels of the Imperial era bearing the P.O. names in Russian 
by Kaj Hellman; a short article with some interesting illustrations of Finnish covers bearing manuscript 
P.O. markings by Arvi Strom; and a part listing (presumably serialised) of the straight line Finnish village 
handstamps sometimes· to be found on stamps used in the 1950's-£0's, which must surely interest col
lectors of Modern Finland. Kaj Hellman contributes an interesting article on the 'bridge type' St. Peters
burg cancellations in use in the early years of this century; and if this were not enough, a short but fascin-
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ating piece on the Argentinian cancellations reading 'Colonia Finlandesa' (Finnish emigres having settled 
in Argentina). 

"Sovetskii Kollektsioner" ("Soviet Collector"). No. 10, 1972; No. 11, 1974 (for 1973). Published by 
'Svyaz,' Moscow. Price lR. Olk; and 76k. respectively. (Jn Russian). 

We have surely remarked before that the annual 'Soviet Collector' is the best Soviet phila elic 
publication for the advanced collector. Most serious collectors of the Russian field should endeavour 
to procure copies. Unfortunately (unlike "Filatelyia S.S.S.R.") 'Soviet Collector' is not available through 
the usual subscription agents and copies remain most difficult to acquire. This time we are fortunate 
to be able to review two issues, ostensibly those for 1972 and 1973 (though the 1973 issue actually 
appeared in 1974). 

Not the whole of each issue is devoted to stamps or postal history, but we will not concern our
selves with coins, bank notes, or postcards, interesting enough though these are. No. I O offers us articles 
on "Soviet Post at the North Pole" by E. Sashenkov, which provides some valuable listings and illus
trations of Soviet cancellations and cachets used at the North Pole stations. Anyone collecting this 
interesting facet of modern postal history must see this article. 

M. Zabochiln writes a valuable 25 page monograph on the development of Russian postal station
ery postcards to celebrate the centenary in 1972, and it would seem that his researches have gone back to 
articles in the "Post and Telegraph Journal" from early days. In other words, this article, too, might 
well repay close study. V. Yakobs writes a useful article on "special event" cancellations, and though 
there are too many of these everywhere today, we are glad to see him including notes on some of the 
"good old good ones" if we dare quote the late Louis Armstrong in these august pages. Zemstvo col
lectors, attention!! Yu. Rudnikov has contributed a 20-page article on the Zemstvo posts and 
stamps of Perm gubemiya, and includes what this reviewer must believe to be valuable information on 
both stamps and cancellations, as well as two useful maps of the development of the area-1875 and 
1910. 

M. lzraelit writes on the early history of Russian philately, which is an unexpected but yet very 
interesting topic. We promised not to mention articles on other subjects, but one by Grigorii Arzumanov 
on picture postcards down the ages of Baku arouses our interest, particularly when we see a number 
illustrated which we have (face down) in our collection. Then there are the contributions on coins 
and banknotes. 

After such a bumper number, one is tempted to think that No. 11 would be an anti-climax. Not 
a bit of it! Yu. Morgunov writes 12 pages on the stamps of North Vietnam which could easily include 
information not available in the West. Our friend Prof. N. Luchnik then writes a valuable monograph of 
31 pp. on 'Russian Railway Posts,' a complimentary article to one he wrote several years ago on "Steam
ship Mails." In perusing this valuable article, one realises that apart from Prof. Luchnik's effort there 
is not really another all-embracing article on the subject. Obviously a big subject, considerable efforts 
have been made to pack it with factual data, always delightful, and there is much here to be contem
plated and referred. Both Post Wagon, and Railway Station cancellations are dealt with. Prof. Luchnik 
has been most generous in his references to B.J.R.P. and to members of our Society. Ya Vovin's con
tribution is an unusual article on the many surcharged and overprinted stamps in the Russian field, with 
notes on forgeries of them. D. Kuznetsov writes to great effect on the very late issues of Cherdyn Zemstvo 
post, and we must believe there is some hitherto unpublished data in this eight paged article. Articles 
on postcards and numismatic topics conclude another glorious issue, and we salute the editors of 'Sovet 
skii Kollektsioner!' 

FILATELIYA S.S.S.R. (No. 6, June 1974; No. 7, July; No. 8, Aug. ; No. 9, Sept.; No. 10, Oct.; No. 11, 
Nov. ; No. 12, Dec.). (Jn Russian). (Annual subscriptions may be booked for £2.80 through Collet's 
Holdings Ltd., Denington Estate, London Road, Wellingborough, Northants) . 

This monthly U.S.S.R. philatelic magazine is concerned primarily with recording new issues, 
printing contributions on topical collecting with particular reference to Soviet stamps and special post
marks, and the publication of general articles on the hobby. However, under the heading "Quest and 
Research" come many items of special interest to specialist collectors in the West; and it is these articles 
which we should like to mention in the small amount of space at our disposal. (No. 6) A. Gdalin writes 
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a valuable article on the Pushkin Centenary stamps of 1937, with illustrations of three additional designs, . 
presumably by V. V. Zavialov, showing (3k.) the fairly well-known engraving of Pushkin as a boy by 
Heitman, (5k.) Puskin at a meeting of the Decembrists, (IOk) a reproduction of a picture showing the 
visit of Pushkin's friend Jvan Pushchin to Mikhailovskoye in 1825, and (we are guessing) probably reading 
Griboyedov's comedy 'Gore Ot Uma' ('The Misfortune of Being Clever'), which Pushkin did not seem 
to know, and (30k.) a scene of the duel between Pushkin and d'Anthes. fnteresting both to collectors 
of Soviet stamps, and to Pushkinites. A. Skrilev writes about varieties of the 3R. 'Large Head' of 1924/ 
1925. S. Blekhman and S. Kristi make an important listing of 3k. postal stationery cards from 1880 
onwards, for notifying particulars to the "Office of Addresses"-a facet of pre-revolutionary Russia 
of which we were quite unaware. (No. 7) A. Murashkin writes a short but engaging article on the early 
post office at Pskov, with even a picture of the building that was used by the Pskov P.O. in 1795. E. 
Moizhes contributes some notes on the 3k. definitive stamp in use between 1961-66, and its various print
ings, whilst our own M. A. Bojanowicz writes about the postmarks of Cracow. (No. 8) A. Vigilev gives 
some useful information on very early Russian postal history; D. Kuznetsov writes on the 1915 money 
stamps; A. Birzniek writes up the 1940 issue for Soviet Latvia, and K. Milvidas comments on the similar 
issue for Soviet Lithuania. V. Yakobs highlights a variety on the 1962 Commemorative for Sabir .. 
< No. 9) Yu. Rudnikov writes up two pages on the zemstvo issues of Novgorod, and S. Blekhman writes 
the first part of a two article series (continued in No. 10) on Soviet stamps with missing perforations. 
Whilst also in No. IO is a short article, also on Soviet varieties by V. Boldovskii. (No. 11) L. Kolosov 
writes a valuable article on Rural Administration cancellations of Imperial times, whilst the following 
issue (No. 12) includes some notes by P. Mazur on 'Postage Due' in the Soviet period up to 1929. 

To wind up these reviews, we should like to mention a number of periodicals that have specially 
interested us on this occasion. Firstly, the issue No. 168 of that wonderful little magazine "T.P.O." 
!The magazine of the T.P.O. and Seapost Society) that appeared for Nov.-Dec., 1974. We mention it 
this time particularly since it was the final issue under the editorial banner of Norman Hill. Norman 
has been editor for no less than 28 y.ears, and it is only age (72nd year), coupled with continued poor 
health that has forced on him the decision to retire. We recall with pleasure his contribution to our 
--North Russia" number many years ago, and the many little snippets on Russian T.P.O. and Ship can
.:ellations that have appeared in "T.P.O." in the past, copies of which are available in the B.R.S.P. 
Library. Best wishes for the future, Norman, and our pleasure that V. Denis Vandervelde is ensuring 
that this wonderful little magazine · continues. In "The American Philatelist" of October 1974, John 
Y. Sweet writes a four-page article on "The First Flights of Mongolian Airmail" describing first fights 
of 1926 and 1929, which should interest collectors of Mongolia. "Postscript" the news letter of the 
Society of Postal Historians (No. 119, Sept./Oct. 1974) contains an interesting acticle by Alex Droar 
on "Early Polish and Russian T.P.O.'s" being a description of his display to that Society on 20th May, 
1974. 

PHILATELIA BALTIC A. No. 57. June 1974; No. 58, Nov. 1974; No. 59, Jan. 1975; No. 60, March 1975. 
Edited by Harry von Hofmann, D2 Hamburg 52, Posifach 52 05 66. Journal of the "Latvian Study Circle'· 
uf the Association .of German Philmelists. Annual subscritpion DM 16,--. (7 dollars U.S.). (In 
German). 

The latest four issues of this fine little magazine are before us, which we warmly recommend 
to collectors of Latvia. No. 57 gives useful details of pre-printed cards sent in 1916 during the German 
occupation of the Baltic areas ("Ob. Ost") to the Jewish Aid Society in New York, and of later "Ob. 
Ost" mail between 1916 and 1918. Reproduction of several postal circulars from Riga in 1830 are also 
shown. No. 58 gives a special report on the I 974 Stockholm exhibition inasfar as exhibits of Latvia 
are concerned. We were interested to see-among many others-a listing of early covers in the col
lection of Mr. N. Jakimovs (Riga) including such exciting items as covers from Mi tau of 1771, 1773, 
J 776, 1777, and 1786; and to cap it all a Riga scroll type of the Swedish pattern of 1722, of which we 
only recall seeing drawings·and never even a ph tograph ! No. 59 prints a nice photograph of the Wolmair 
post-station of 1893 on the cover, and includes the 1937.List of Latvian P.O.s reproduced from Rossica 
Journal No. 85/1973, which is a valuable reference to collectors of 'modern' Latvia. No. 60 is a valu
able issue showing some splendid cards bearing cancellations of the Riga Exhibition of 1901; and illus
trations of essays by Gustavs Balodis for certain Latvian iss.ues. More reproductions of early postal 
circulars from Riga are also included. · 
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MEETING REPORTS 

Report on 125th Meeting and Annual General Meeting continued from Journal 50. 

Election of Officers and Committee. Mr. Bojanowicz, President, with Mr. Droar, the Vice-Presi
dent, remain in office for a further and last year. All remaining officers and committee members stand 
for re-election. It was proposed by Mr. Droar · that all officers and committee be re-elected en bloc, 
this was seconded by Mr. Cooper and agreed to unanimously by all present. Herewith the list: Hon . 
. Secretary-Mr. J. Lloyd; Hon. Treasurer and Librarian-Mr. R. L. Joseph; Journal Editor-Mr. P. T. 
Ashford; Packet Superintendent-Mr. Kellaway; Research Superintendent-Dr. R. Ceresa; Press 
Secretary-Mr. H. Norwood and the B.S.R.P. Representative in America-Mr. Andy Cronin. The 
committee members re-elected were-Mr. A. S. Waugh, Dr. A. H. Wortman, Mr. E. G. Peel, Mr. D. 
Mushlin and Mr. B. Pritt. Mr. Joseph to nominate the Auditor of his choice to be approved by the 
committee. 

There being no further business, members mounted selections from their collections for display. 
Mr. Peel showed Railway and Other T.P.O. markings; Mr. Bojanowicz, covers from his Poland col
lection; Mr. Joseph, Latvia; Mr. Norwood some of his Soviet Stamps and Miniature sheets; and the 
hon. secretary showed sheets from his theme 'North of the Arctic Circle.' 

Mr. Bojanowicz has confirmed that he will give his 'President's Display and Talk' on 30th March, 
1974. 

The 126th meeting of the Society was held at the National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, S.W.l 
on Saturday, 30th March, 1974, at 2.30 p.m. 

The President, Mr. Bojanowicz, was present with his display but asked that the Vice-President, 
Mr. Droar, take the chair. There were fifteen members also present and two visitors. Apologies for 
absence were received from Messrs. P. Ashford, D. Mushlin, J. Kelion, C. C. Handford, A. W. Cooper, 
H. P. Herbert and Dr. Casey. 

Mr. Droar then asked members to stand in memory of the late Cecil W. Roberts, an outstanding 
member of our Society for many years, who will be sadly missed by philatelists both at home and over
seas. Apart from his philatelic first love and very important studies of the Ukraine 'Tridents,' he was 
for many years the B.S.R.P. Research Superintendent. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated to members, it was proposed and agreed 
unanimously that they be.accepted as read and were signed by Mr. Droar. There was nothing "Arising 
from the Minutes" other than that Mr. Norwood continued his exchanges of correspondence with the 
Soviet Philatelic Federation regarding the proposed Anglo-Soviet Exhibition. At the committee meet
ing previous to this meeting a special sub-committee was elected to deal with any business relating to 
the proposed exhibition, if the need arQse, before our next meeting or during the summer months 
when no meetings are held. 

Mr. Lloyd had nothing of importance fo report as hon. secretary, though a great deal of corres
pondence continued to be dealt with, including many enquiries on prospective membership, and he 
asked that the following applicants be formally elected:-
TERLECKY, J. S., P.O. Box 17028, Philadelphia, Pa. 19105, U.S.A. Interests: C.A.P. 
WERNER, Andreas, 8-Munchen 19, Nymphenburgerstr. 152, W. Germany C.A.P. 
MIGLIAVACCA, G., Corso Cavour, 22, PAVIA, Italy ,, Pr.PH., I., C 

Mr. Kellaway, the Exchange Packet Superintendent, reported that since our last meeting three 
packets of total value £670 had been sent out. 

The treasurer, Mr. Joseph, reported that Mr. M. Howp had again agreed to audit his 
1973 accounts. This he expected to be done before the next meeting. 

In the absence of the Editor, Mr. Ashford, Mr. Lloyd read a short report :-"The delayed Journal 
49 was now in process of production, proofs having been corrected 2-3 weeks before. Unfortunately 
printing was still likely to take another 2-3 weeks, but the Editor was doing his best to reduce further 
delay, and copies would be mailed out immediately they were collected. The special issue being pre-
pared to celebrate our fiftieth number was shaping well, and the Editor was grateful to the many mem
bers who had agreed to submit articles. The Editor begs to receive these by the end of May, so that 
the issue could appear during the Summer months." 
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Mr. Joseph, Librarian, wished to thank Mr. John Bulat for his very kind gift of The Illustrated 
Postage Stamp History of the West Ukraine Republic 1918-1919. Also thanks to another donor for 
No. 15 of EESTI Filatelist and a Philatelic Dictionary in four languages "Estonian/French/German/ 
English." 

Any other Business. For some time now the Committee had felt that back numbers of the British 
Journal of Russian Philately now out of print, could well be sold to members if reproduced fairly econom
ically by Xerox or other suitable method of reproduction. To this end it had been proposed that ways 
and means with estimate of cost be submitted to the Committee for approval. The cost of these journals 
would then be circulated to members. Members wishing to complete their run of B.J.R.P. would be 
asked to make a substantial deposit. But first we would like to know approximately how many mem- • 
hers were interested in the proposal. 

Mr. Bojanowicz then asked that the Hon. Se::retary made sure that the Members' Awards won 
at International and National Exhibitions be submitted to the Editor for inclusion in the Society Journal. 
Mr. Lloyd said that this was normally done but that in the csae of the International Exhibitions a com
plete official list must be received if no member was to be forgotten. The British Philatelic Press only 
gave lists of the awards made to residents of the U.K. and was the reason for some of our overseas' 
members not being mentioned. Both Mr. Bojanowicz and Mr. Droar said that the official lists would 
be supplied for the exhibitions at Poznan and Indepex (Delhi). 

Before the meeting began, Mr. Bojanowicz presented Mr. Lloyd with his Silver Medal 
and Diploma awarded at the Poznan International Exhibition. Mr. Lloyd had been unable to attend 
the Presentation at the Polish Embassy. 

After the business of the meeting, our President, Mr. Bojanowicz gave a talk and display of his 
'·Grand Prix Jnternationale Exhibit" at Indipex 1973 and "Polish Cancellations with a Russian flavour" 
from his collection "Russia used in the Kingdom of Poland." This was, of course, part of a very famous 
collection and of great interest to all present. Dr. Wortman gave a vote of thanks and all present con
curred. 

The 127th meeting of the Society was held at the National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, S.W.1, . 
on Saturday, 25th May, 1974 at 2 p.m. 

Mr. Bojanowicz being absent Mr. Droar, the Vice-President, was in the chair. There were twenty
one members also present. Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. C. C. Handford, P. Ash
ford, A. M. Turner and John Kelion. Mr. Droar welcome Mr. Ellsworth Filby to the meeting, who 
once again was visiting Europe having journeyed from Kansas City, U.S.A. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated to members it was proposed and agreed 
unanimously that they be accepted as read and approved. Arising from the minutes, Mr. Joseph told 
members that he now had quotes for reprinting Journals. This would be discussed at a committee 
meeting to be held later in the month. Also arising from these minutes Mr. Lloyd said that he had 
not yet received the full list of award winners at lndepex 73, to-date he only had the awards to residents 
in the U.K. 

The secretary said he had very little to report other than to give out the dates of the meetings to · 
be held in the 1974-1975 season. These were as follows: all at the National Liberal Club, Whitehall 
Place, S.W.l, in Meston or River rooms. 12th October, 1974, The Annual Competitions; 1st February, 
1975, A.G.M. and Members' combined display; 29th March, 1975, Programme to be decided upon; 
24th May, 1975, Programme to be decided upon. 

Mr. Lloyd then asked that the following applicants for membership be elected: 
HUNTINGTON, E, 7 Dale Hey, Hooton, Wirral, Cheshire-P.H., P.S., R ., U.S., M.U., R.R.L 
BROWN, R. V., 145 Springthorpe Road, Pype Hayes, Birmingham B24 0SP-1., R.Am., R.,. 

U.S., T., F., B., R.R.L. 
Exchange Packet Superintendent's Report. Since the previous meeting three packets (value 

£701.00) have been put into circulation. Five packets have been broken up, total sales £262.00. 
Hon. Treasurer's Report. Mr. Joseph said that subscriptions were coming along very satis

factorily and the Hon. Auditor had now completed his audit of the 1973 accounts. If any member 
wished to see the statement of accounts, this can be forwarded on application to the Hon. Secretary or 
Treasurer. 

Journal. Due to the absence of Mr. Ashford, Mr. Lloyd read a short Editor's report. Journal 
No. 49 which was delayed because of the three-day working week earlier in the year, was finally collected. 
and _despatched to all members in April. 
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Work is no proceeding on No. 50 with the object of publication in July or August. The Editor 
was now anxious to receive promised contributions for this issue as soon as poss ible. 

After the business of the meeting Dr. Wortman gave a talk and display devoted to Money Letters 
and Registrations. These were most interesting subjects and Dr. Wortman was most ably supported 
by Mr. Ian Baillie and Dr. Casey. Dr. Ceresa showed items from the R.S.F.S.R. era. Mr. Droa1 
thanked all concerned for a most enjoyable afternoon. The meeting closed at 5 p.m. 

The 128th meeting of the Society was held at the National Liberal Club, Whitehall Place, London 
S.W.l on Saturday, 12th October, 1974, commencing at 2.30 p.m. 

Mr. Bojanowicz having apologised for his absence due to travelling overseas Mr. Droar the 
Vice-President was in the chair. There were 15 members present. Apologies w~re received from Messrs. 
A. Lowe, C. C. Handford, R. Knighton, M . J . Gilbert, A. S. Waugh, A. Turner, P. T. Ashford, and 
Dr. Casey. Mr. Lloyd had heard that Mr. W. Stephen of Aberlour, had had to go into hospital for a 
second operation, a letter wishing him a speedy recovery had been sent. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated to members, it was proposed and agreed 
· unanimously that they be accepted as read and approved. 

Arising from the minutes, Mr. Lloyd said that the list of award winners at Indipex had now been 
forwarded to the Editor as also the award winners at the Stockholm International Exhibition. 

The hon. secretary said he had little to report other than to say that the Society was still attracting 
new members. One point however remained to be dealt with, this being the programmes for the March 
and May, 1975 meetings. Mr. Lloyd asked for a member to volunteer, preferably a member based in 
London, to take over the duties of Programme Secretary. This was to keep in touch with the venue of 
the meetings and finding suitable philatelists to give talks and displays, be they members or non-members. 

The next meeting on 1st February is the Society's Annual General Meeting after which would 
be held a members' combined display of not more than twelve sheets selected from members' own col
lections, subject to be one's own choosing. At this point of the meeting Dr. Ceresa offered to give a 
talk and display on Ukraine with the other members participating (on the lines of the meeting held in 
May this year). This was agreed to and will be held after the business of the meeting on 24th May, 
1975. There remains the programme to be arranged for 29th March, 1975. 

To end his report Mr. Lloyd asked that the following applicants for membership be formally 
elected: 

ZARTARIAN, R. C., 2012, Broad Street, Hartford, CT 06114, U.S.A., Transcaucasia, R.R.L. 
ALEVIROS, G., P.O. Box 5159, Santa Monica, Cal. 90405, U.S.A., M., T.T., U.A., China. 
McKEE, D. W., 9, Brambles Lane, Cowes, Isle of Wight, P.S., I.R. 
RUPPEL, W., 3500-Kassel-B, Umbachsweg 2, W. Germany, Trader in U.S.S.R. 
Dr. Ceresa's new address is : Pepys Cottage, 13 High Street, Cottenham, Cambs. 

Exchange Packet Superintendent's Report. Since the previous meeting five packets have been 
put into circulation (value £800). Three packets have been broken up, sales £366. There have been 
several unfortunate delays this summer and one packet has been lost. It should be stressed that it is most 
important that packets are forwarded either by compensated post or registered post-from time to time 
members ignore this rule and just obtain a receipt of posting (which could, if the packet disappears 
cost the Society some £200. Often the extra few pence for registration is well worth while (the cover 
£150 instead of £100 for Compensated Post). 

Treasurer's Report. Mr. Joseph said there was no change in the healthy finances of the Society, 
that members' dues were still coming in, that final letters would be sent out, and handed to the hon. 
secretary a list of 'changes of addresses.' 

Journal. In Mr. Ashford's absence Mr. Lio.yd read a short report from the Editor. No. 50 
continues to be awaited from the printer (this had now been received and sent out). Originally, it was 
hoped that Journal No. 51 would be published in December, 1974 in order to put issues on the regular 
schedule of two per annum. Unfortunately it takes a full six months to prepare and publish however 
much we try, so that a further issue in December is now too optimistic. Nevertheless publication will 
be made soon as it can be, probably February-March, 1975. 
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Cost or printing and po :ta :.!s for No. 50 are not yet to hand, but acounts will most certainly 
relle:t the c~n,iderab!e inc:-cases in p; i:1ting co3ts ari1 pJ3ta.~: ra te, th:tt h1 v..! o;; irred in re;e1t months. 
It could be that w~ may have to reduce the number of pages of text and illustrations in future issues to 
effect reasonable economy. Any other Business. Mr. Droar asked the meeting for a Programme 
Secretary, whose duties were explained by Mr. Lloyd earlier during the meeting. Dr. Ceresa volunteered 
and accepted this office and duties as from the A.G.M. on 1st February, 1975. 

Reproductions of back numbers of the So:::ety Journals. This question had been discussed to 
great length by the Executive Committee before the general meeting. It was decided to go ahead with 
reproducing the Journal by the two-sided Xerox method, this method being adopted due to the high 
cost of normal printing, particularly as the number required would be small in terms of printers' prac
tices. 

Mr. Joseph, the Society's Librarian, is to be in charge of the of}0ration, will collect the fees and 
.send out the journals as they are produced. Mr. Lloyd, the hon. secretary, will continue to take the 
order for back-numbers of the Journal as a few original printed Journals a,e still available, the numbers 
not on hand will be forwarded to Mr. Joseph to deal with. Prices of the Xeroxed Journals will be as 
follows: No. I - 6, 75p, remaining Nos. will cost £1.00 with a few Iarg.~r numbers £1.25 (postage extra). 
Prepayment will be expected of all those requiring the Xeroxed reproductions. Journals for which the 
secretary has already received lists from members wm hear from Mr. Joseph in due course. 

After the business of the meeting, members laid out their entries in the Soc!ety's Annual Com
petitions. After much deliberation and a ballot by the members present, the results were as follows. 
The winner of the new trophy for Soviet Philately, the Henry Myers Silver Salver, presented by Rev. 
L. L. Tann, was won by Dr. Ceresa with a display of covers of 1920 to 1923 bearing Soviet Provisional 
issues. The runner-up was Mr. E. C. Peel with Control a!ld Saving, Bmk Stamps used on a variety 
,of covers. 

The Buchanan Cup for six sheets of General Interest was awarded to Mr. B. Pritt for a display 
.of rare covers bearing the cachets of Soviet Military Posts from 1941 to 1950. The runner-up was again 
Mr. Peel with a display of covers from Russian Posts in Shanghai from 1901 to 1910. 

The Bojanowicz Trophy for successes at National and International Exhibitions was awarded 
to Dr. R. Ceresa. 

The 129th and Annual General Meeting of th": Society was held ?.t th": N:ttional Liberal Club 
Whitehall Place, London, S.W.l on Saturday, 1st Fe ruary, 1975 commencing at 2.30 p.m. 

The President, Mr. Bojanowicz was in the ch1ir and 18 members also present. Apologies were 
received from Messrs. Handford, Ashford, Lloyd, Waugh, and Drs. Wortman and Ceresa. Before 
proceeding with the business of the meeting Mr. Bojanowicz asked those present to stand as a token 
of respect for three members whose deaths had been notified since our last meeting. The members were 
Messrs. Lynchmanenko, D. B. Polon and R. Zaleski. It was agreed that the minutes of the A.G.M. 
held on 2nd February, 1974 were a true record, were approved a!ld signed by Mr. Bojanowicz. T ere 
were not matters arising from these. In the absence ef Mr. Lloyd, our Hon. Secretary, business matters 
were dealt with by Mr. Droar. The undermentioned had applied for membenhip and the members 
present were invited to elect them formally:-

R. HINDLEY, Thorn Villa, Oxen.hope, W. Yorks, BD22 9JS, Z., I., U ., T., Civil War Iss. 
J. M. PARSON3, 3 Gainsborough Villas, Milborne Port, Sherborne, Dorset, I., U.S.S.R., M.U. 
R. G. WIGHTMAN, S::hontalstr., 20, 8004-Zurich, Switzerland, P.H., Memel (Klaipeda) and 

Russian Levant. 
NAHUM VASKEVITCH, 16 Sanderstead Avenue, London, N .W.2, C.A.P., U., M.U. 
D. LOCK, 8 Christchurch Avenue, Erith, Kent, DA8 3AP, C.A.P. 
E. QUIN, F.R.1.c.s., c/o P.O. Box 1, Ambleside, Cumbria, Z., Imperials on Cover. 
DAVID L. HAWKES, 24 Mead Crescent, Swaythling, Southampton, C.A.P. 
MARTIN CERINI, 37 Wyoming Drive, Huntington Station, N.Y. 11746, U.S.A., C.A.P., M.U. 

pref. used Cinderellas and Civil War States. 
JOHN GLYNN, 58 N.!villes Court, Dallis Hill Lane, London, N .W. 2, C.A.P., U., P., B., C. 

M.U. 
During the past year at least two transactions between members of the Society have not been 

entirely satisfactory to parties involved. After discussion it was agreed that such transactions of a 
private nature should be referred to the Committee of the Society for arbitration, that the Hon. Secretary 
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should not be expected to solve, personally, problems of this nature. Mr. Droar referred to the con
siderable amount of work which devolved on the Hon. Secretary and asked members to propose a vote
of thanks to Mr. Lloyd. He then introduced Mr. Gordon Steph~nson who had agreed to assist Mr. 
Lloyd as minute and programme Secretary in London. 

Hon. Treasurer's R'"port. Mr. Joseph presented the 1974 accounts. There was a nominal surplus· 
of £108 due primarily, to the fact that Journal 1'1 '). 51 had not been published during the year. The 
Society's assets amounted to £876 although of this sum, £456 was held in the E'<ch,mge Packet Con
tingency Fund as a safeguard against losses on the Exch:mge Packet. There was an encouraging increase 
in the Exchange Packet profit and despite a general increase in costs the Treasurer noted that admini
strative expenditure was only marginally higher than durir:g the previous year. General expenses had 
however been heavier at £568 than in 1973 £295 when only one journal had been produced. It was 
agreed that henceforth profits from the Exchange Packet need no longer be held in the Packet Con
tingency Fund as this had now reached adequate level. Due to the increasing high cost of the Journal 
it was proposed that members not up-to-date with subscriptions would no longer receive copies of the 
journal. Mr. Droar advised the meeting that the Committee had re::ommended that the Annual Sub
scription should be increased from £3 to £4 from January, 1976 to U.K. members and 10 dollars for 
U.S.A. and Canada. A vote of thanks was proposed to Mr. Joseph for his statement of accounts and 
at the same time also for his work as Librarian. 

Packzt Supcrintend•~nt's R<?port. Mr. Kellaway reported that 1974 h"id been, from a profit point 
of view, the best year yet. The profit amounted to £162. It had however, also been a diffi:::ult year 
due to delays and the loss of two packets. The claim for one of these had now been settled and the 
other was being investigated. These losses underline the need for members to adhere strictly to the rules 
calling for registration or compensation fee usage. It was agreed th"it Mr. Kellaway implement the 
rule that members not complying with the postage rules be removed from the packet circulation list . 
All present concurred with Mr. Droar's vote of thanks to Mr. Kellaway for his hard work . 

Journal Editor's R-:!port. In the absence of Mr. Ashford, the Editor, Mr. Droar read his report 
that many letters of appreciation had been received for the "Jubilee" No. 50 published in November of 
1974. Due to pressure of work Journal 51 had not yet been submitted to the printers, but it was hoped 
that this would be possible in the very near future. It may be remembered that Mr. Ashford had found 
it increasingly difficult to keep abreast with Journal commitments during the past year and had asked 
the Committee to find a member prepared to take over the editorship. Members were advised that 
Mr. Ian Baillie had agreed to consider this and it was now possible to confirm that he formally agreed 
to become the new Editor of the British Journal of Russian Philately with th-: help of Dr. Crabtree and 
Mr. John Tovey, both of Bristol. 

It was agreed unanimously by all present that the Hon . Secretary should convey to Mr. Peter 
Ashford the very sincere thanks of the Society for his long and unstinted service as Editor. 

Librarian's Report. Mr. Joseph reported a slightly higher usage of the Library during 1974 
compared with 1973. He wished to thank the following members for gifts to the Library:-Messrs. 
P. T. Ashford, M.A. Bojanowicz, John Bulat, Dr. R . Ceresa, W. Frauenlob, K . Freyman, J . R. Gentile,. 
Dr. P. Gleason, W. G. Kellaway, D . Leveandowsky, A. S. Waugh and J . Lloyd. The l:lon. Librarian 
had made additional purchases during the year. Mr. Joseph continued his report with the news that 
the reprinting of the Journal back numbers was proceeding well and he hoped to be in the position to 
dispatch the first orders soon. Following suggestions by a number of members it was agreed that the 
possibility of securing advertising support, as inserts, for the Journal should be pursued. Mr. Bojan
owicz agreed to assist in this and at the same time proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Joseph for under
taking the reprinting of the Journal back numbers. All present agreed. 

Research Superintendent's Report. Mr. Droar read Dr. Ceresa's report in his absence. During 
the year a research letter had completed its circuit and as a result the article on the Postal '"avings Bank 
stamps (Part 1) was published in the Journal. Further correspondence on this topic had resulted in 
the draft of Part 2 being updated and would be submitted for publication. The other area of significant 
research activity had been in the forgeries of the Ukraine "Tridents" on which there had been consider
able correspondence with younger members collecting this field. The assistance of Dr. Seichter and Mr. 
J. Bulat had been greatly appreciated.-Help from Mr. Freyman in S. Africa was also acknowledged 
as was the non B.S.R.P. members of the Rossica Society of America. A vote of thanks was passed by 
the meeting to Dr. Ceresa. 

(To he concluded in the next issue.) 
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