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EDITORIAL 

Thanks to Peter Ashford 

My first taskas editor is to repeat grateful thanks to the latest Honourable life-member, Peter 
Ashford, who has (single-handed) carried the burden for so long. With over 10 years of editorial success 
behind. him, the B.J.R.P.'s which he has masterminded are a reminder of the debt we all owe to him. 
Perhaps the most appropriate and succinct expression of Pete's achievements is that which Ian 
T. Hamilton inserted in "The Philatelist" (April/May 1974): 

"In spite of the excellence of many of the periodicals mentioned in these pages, pride of place 
must go to the British Journal of Russian Philately.'' 

We look forward to future B.J.R.P. articles from Pete, as well as to the other publication activities 
which he has in mind, and trust that his new found leisure will enable him to continue to keep well to 
the fore. 

Future Journal Arrangements 
My second task is to affirm my intention of trying to maintain B.J.R.P. at the high standard which 

Pete and his predecessors (notably our great friend and mentor Dr. Alfred Wortman) have set. I have 
the advantage of being a member of a team of three (shades of earlier days when Pete and I worked with 
Bill Kethro !) and will take this opportunity to confirm the new arrangements-

-I am Editor, to be contacted on all matters concerning articles and the Journal contents. 
-Dr. Keith Crabtree is Production Manager, to be contacted on all matters concerning printing 

and distribution. 
-Mr. John Tovey is Journal Treasurer, to be contacted on all matters concerning Journal finance. 
We hope this arrangement will work smoothly, and we will be pleased to receive your comments 

and criticisms at any time. 

New Articles 
We need a continuous supply of contributions to keep our Journal alive. This is, of course 

obvious-but there are many members who are expert in at least some aspects of our hobby who hav; 
not yet contributed, but could (and we feel, should) contribute. 

We have a theory that every member must be able to supply at least one useful article. Many 
subjects (in spite of over 50 B.J.R.P.'s already issued.) still await description and analysis, so please help 
us all by providing something. We are willing to help in converting your notes into final articles if this 
would be of any assistance. It would be of help to the editors if typed articles could be submitted double 
spaced. and hand written ones well spaced. In both cases only one side of the paper should be used. 

Presentation of Russlan Characters 
Our admirable printers are not able to include cyrillic characters in the text, so we are adopting 

the convention employed by Tchilinghirian and Stephen in their outstanding 'Used Abroad' series. 
Page 10 of Number 1 is the source reference, and for convenience we have included. our version of this 

. convention on p.l of the central illustrations in this number of B.J.R.P. 
Will all contributors please adopt this system in the interests of standardisation, or provide .. the 

Cyrillic characters for editorial conversion. 

A Personal Footnote 
Unlike my predecessors, I am not the best of correspondents, and additionally do not have suffi

cient time available to be the energetic, activating, catalytic Editor which B.J.R.P. deserves. If at times 
I appclr to have become silent, please tc tolerant of my shortcomings: everything will be dealt with, and 
I will do all I can to keep B.J.R.P. moving forward! 

I. L. G. B. 
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SIMBIRSK: 1837 FLEURON MARK 

data from W. Frauenlob 

Mr. Frauenlob (of Bern) has supplied, via Boris Pritt, details of a cover bearing a fleuron type 
cancellation of Simbirsk (half-way from Moscow to the Ural Mountains and the Europe/Asia border). 

The cover has a military address, and the Simbirsk cancellation (see p. 1 of the central illustrat
ions) is dated 1837 /Dek :/11. The watermark of the paper is also shown in the central illustration. 

This fleuron cl.esign of cancellation was used in only a few Russian towns. Fohs and 
Adler (B.J.R.P. 33) listed pre-adhesive mails from Prigara and several major collections, but only list 
two fleuron types: Odessa 1826-1836 (Fig. 47) and Taganrog 1843-1846 (Fig. 53). The latter is also 
illustrated in the current B.J.R.P. in connection with the Conway and B_aillie article on mail from the 
Sea of Azov ports. Earlier an article by Rachmanov in the Collectors Club Philatelist, and a new article 
by Davidson had been published in Rossica No. 51 listing cancellations on Russia No. 1, and the Sim
birsk "floriated" mark is mentioned in the latter article (21 years later than Mr. Frauenlob's cover); 
both articles also mention similar floriated marks from Oboyan and Simbirsk as well as a slightly different 
design from Pernau (Pernov). As distinct from these circular marks they also list Tula and Tver as 
oval "floriated" typ~s. · 

Clearly the fleuron design was seldom used, and this new example presented by Mr. Frauenlob is 
a welcome addition to a very short list. (So far as I know, this Simbirsk mark is the only one to have 
the double outer circle.-Ed.). 

ODESSA TRANSIT MARKS ON MAIL FROM SEA OF AZOV PORTS 
TO THE WEST TO 1873 

B. Conway and I. L. G. BaiJlie 

Pre-adhesive and stampless covers from ports on the Sea of Azov, destined for Western Europe, 
show a range of despatch cancellations (see typical examples and map on p. 2 of central illustrations), 
but only sometimes carry an Odessa transit mark. We-have analysed the 50-odd items in our collections 
to seek any consistent pattern that might exist. 

This analysis is not particularly conclusive, but we wish to record our data in the hope that others 
will extend the data and offer explanations for the pattern which seems to be emerging. We do this 
in the belief that an important and. well-disciplined office, such as the Odessa Frontier P.O. where these 
Odessa transit marks were applied, would not be likely to apply or omit such marks only at the whim 
of the clerks or their superiors. 

We find that such covers as we possess fall into 4 distinct periods, the changes occurring in 1843/4, 
1846/7 and 1854/6. 

Period 1. 4/1825-5/1843: No Odessa transit marks. 
6 covers (4 from Taganrog; 2 from Mariupo]) but no Odessa marks at all. All destined for Italy 

and only the first two (1825 and 1833, both from Taganrog) show any transit marks both being via Brody 
(the former being by the Forwarding Agent Paserli-see B.J.R.P. 48, p. 6). 

Period 2. 7/1844_.._3/1846: Sometimes with Odessa transit marks. 
9 covers (1 from Taganrog; 8 from Mariupol) of which 4 show Odessa transit marks. All destined 

for Italy and all transit marked at Vienna. We can detect no reason for any variation of treatment at 
Odessa; the interval between the despatch and Odessa dates is always 5 days. 
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Period 3. 3/1847-12/1854: Again no Odessa transit marks. 
10 covers (2 from Taganrog; 7 from Mariupol; 1 from Kerch but, as for Period 1, no Odessa 

marks at all. All destined for Italy and all, as for Period 2, transit marked at Vienna. 

Period 4. 11/1856-8/1873: Frequent Odessa transit marks. 
28 covers (3 from Taganrog; 1 from Mariupol; 24 from Berdyansk) of which 23 show Odessa 

transit marks. Destinations varied, being 17 to France (all routed via Germany,) 8 to Italy (1 via Moscow 
and Germany, the rest via Vienna) and 3 to England (all via Germany). 

Of the 23 marked in Odessa, there is little that calls for comment except that 2 (from Berdyansk) 
reached Odessa by the Forwarding Agent Raffalovich (see B.J.R.P. 48 p. 10) and 1 (also from Berdyansk) 
was marked in Odessa and not in Berdyansk so might (although there is no proof) also have been taken 
to Odessa by a Forwarding Agent. · The interval between despatch and Odessa dates is often as short 
as 3 days, although one took 9 days and one 12 days. 

Of greater potential interest in this context are the 5 which did not receive Odessa marks:-
(a) Berdyansk 1857. Apart from a red pencil 'Porto 3' there are no Russian marks 

on this cover; the first located mark is a small German framed Myslowitz/Kandrzin 
rectangular T.P.O. mark plus Vand.ervelde 'Aus Russland' type Ry 1. The cover is 
from Bonnet & Co. and bears their oval mark on the front, but the 'Porto 3' seems 
to deny a Forwarding Agent involvement. The routing of this cover within Russia 
is, for Period 4, abnormally indeterminate. Can a reader offer an explanation? 

(b) Taganrog 1863 and 1865. These two covers (one of which is the only prepaid cover 
amongst all those reported herein) have dated circular Nowoselitz/Bessarabian marks, 
in blue and black respectively, and. the latter has a Taganrog despatch town mark 
and Porto mark. Both later received the German framed 'Bureau V' rectangular 
T.P.O. mark Vandervelde type Ry 9 based on Breslau. 

(c) Berdyansk and Mariupol 1868. These two covers entered Germany from a more 
northerly direction than the otners, the former having travelled via Moscow 5·Eksp. 
(12 days after despatch) and the latter receiving the German 'Bureau XI' T.P.O. mark 
Vandervelde type Ry 13 (P) based on Bromberg, not Breslau. The former, inciden
tally carries an incomplete framed P.45 mark-the mark postulated. but not seen by 
Liphscbutz and Godard (B.J.R.P. 39) or Vandervclde (The Philatelist, March 1967) 
when these framed P marks were first authoritatively explained and interpreted. 

Summary . 
We feel that the 4 periods (loosely dated from the material at our disposal) may have some true 

significance, and may of course in the light of additional evidence require subdividing further. To enable 
the analysis te> be improved, readers will, we hope, send in details of their own holdings, particularly 
for period 2 for which we have the greatest apparent discrepancy. 

There is one explanation which comes obviously to mind and is compatable with the 
above comments namely that the Odessa frontier P.O. mark appears when the mail reached Odessa by 
sea, but not otherwise. If sea routes existed at the times the Odessa frontier P.O. marks appear on the 
mail from the Sea of Azov ports, then this is feasibly an explanation, but information to confirm that 
this was so is lacking. We could only observe that a Taganrog to Kerch steamer mark was one of the 
early steamer marks to exist (see B.J.R.P. 41, p. 9), and that these ports handled considerable export 
trade even though the Sea of ~zov is shallow (8 fathoms-about 15 metres). 

(Note: It is my hope at some future date to provide an article on the Odessa cancellations of 19th 
Century; in anticipation of this I would note that the Odessa marks on the above covers are:-

1844-45 unframed small oval (month/day only) 
1846 framed small oval (month/day only) 
1856-57 framed rectangle (day/month/year in lower line) 
1859-66 diamond. (year above; month/day below) 
1866-73 circular (3··line date) with ornament below 

· The variations of Mariupol 2-line marks in the illustrations associated with this article show 
a greater range than the 2 types listed by F. J. Fobs in Rossica 64, p.50, and that a study of Mariupol 
marks would also be of interest. Any offers to provide one ?-Ed.) 
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REGISTERED MAIL 

Ian L. G. Baillie 

At the 127th meeting (25th May, 1974) there was a composite study of members' registered material 
(see B.J.R.P. 51 pp. 34/5), from which a fairly detailed picture of the development of the Russian regis
tration service (and of the separate insurance servic~see article by Dr. L. S. Snegireff in B.J.R.P. 9) 
emerged. · 

The purpose · of this present article is to record some registered and similar items in my 
collection in the hope that this will encourage readers to supply details of their own holdings ~o that 
more comprehensive data can be recorded in the future. The co-operation of all members is requested 
for this venture. 

This article is arbitrarily divided into 17 sections but it is likely that, should a broader based survey 
result from the contributions requested above, a more definitive breakdown will en;.erge in the future. 

1. 1825/1831. Four covers in this period: 
1825: Riga ( +Franco)/Memel Type RF.2A/'via Amsterd.am'/London F.P.O. 
1829: Riga ( +Franco)/Memel Type RF.2A/Arnhem Type N.1/London Ship Letter. 
1829: Riga ( +Franco)/Memel Type RF. 2B/'via Holland'/Arnhem Type N.1/Lond.on F.P.0. 
1831: St. Petersburg/P. Memel Type RF. 2/Poland (seal type)/'PP' (Berlin, presumably)/Forbach 

( +'4/AED')/Bordeaux . . 
Type refs. from V. Denis Vandervelde article in 'The Philatelist' which I intend to up-date 
for B.J.R.P. (see B.J.R.P. 51, p. 13, last para!). 

All carry manuscript inscriptions (each probably applied by the sender) apparently reading 
OHNE VERSIEGELTE EINLAGE or abbreviations thereof. Two interpretations have been suggested 
for this: 

(a) 'without contents of value' to inhibit opening whilst in transit through Germany to determine 
whether there were contents subject to a local tax on value, and thus the covers qualified as 
relevant to value of contents and therefore vaguely to.registration in a negative sense, or 

(b) 'without sealed enclosure' and therefore possibly relative to postal rates applicable (e.g. 
similar to the U.K. rate then based on the number of sheets); a precise interpretation is, how
ever, not yet available. 

2. 'Recomandirt' (with line over 'm'). Several examples of this handstamp in the saw-edged rectangular 
frame were shown at the 1974 meeting. I can add a cover from St. Petersburg (10 Oct. 1853) to 
Millenwald in Upper Bavaria which travelled via the Bromberg/Berlin T.P.O. ('Aus Russland' 
Vandervelde Type Ry.7A, the latest example known to me) and the Hof/Nurnberg T.P.0. (Bavarian 
type with semi-circle on top of rectangle); this (Fig.1 on p. 3 of central illustrations) is the earliest 
example I have seen. 

At the B.S.R.P. meeting there was some discussion on the location of this 'Recomandirt' mark
Russian (primarily due to the line over the 'm' and the analogy to Russian script) or German (primarily 
due to the Latin alphabet, being the German word, and being similar to several 'Aus Russland' marks). 

This question I believe I can now resolve, as I have seen in the collection of postal historian Ian 
Warn an 1865 cover emanating from Stettin, carrying this 'Recomandirt' mark in red this cover travelled 
West, not East, and therefore was never hand.led by the Russian P.O. at all. The line over the 'm' is 
presumably to indicate a doubled letter. 
3. St. Petersburg framed 'Zakaznoe.' Two covers sent from St. Petersburg by Breitfuss to London 

and bearing a distinctive framed 'Zakaznoe' mark (Fig. 2) were displayed at that 1974 B.S.R.P. 
meeting. I displayed two covers with this mark: 

(a) inscribed 'Einschreiben' by sender (Gebruder Griebsch); 3 x 8k. (one other stamp missing); 
St. Petersburg VII Eksp. 20 Aug. 1877; no Russian registration label, but 'Vom Ausland 
uber/Bahnpost 11/Eydtkuhnen-Dirschau/Eingeschrieben' in black and. red on pelure German 
label (no 'R' box) applied en route to Luttringhausen, Rheinpreussen. 

(b) inscribed 'Recommandirt' by sender (Russischebank fur Auswartigen Handel); 9 wax f.eals 
on back; but all of the bank, not of the Post Office; franked 87 x 7k. = 6R 9k.; St. Peters burg 
1 Eks. Prie. Inostr. Korr. 14 Mar. 188(?)-registration latels exactly as (a)-addressed t~ 
Almelo (in the Overyssel province of The Netherlands). 
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Simultaneous examination of th,es-e four coven, proved the postal rather than the possibly private 
status of this framed 'Zakaznoe' mark. 

4. Russian Registration Labels. My earliest label (Fig. 3) is '3' type St. Petersburg 9 Gorod. Otd. 
(cyrillic) from one local factory to another, franked 12k. on back. The cancellation is St. Peters
burg '7' numeral type (see B.J.R.P. 12) and there is a faint St. Petersburg 1881 mark on the front. 
It is possibly relevant that the St. Petersburg Town Post was thus using registration labels from very 
shortly after the introduction in 1880 of the numeral cancellations whereas Figs. 4 and 5 show two 
examples of beauiifully inscribed rubber marks used in 1884 and 1889 respectively in St. Peters
burg 5 Eksped. offii::e on registered mail going abroad. 

5. Avis de Reception. I can r..:,cord one Russian cover with Avis de Reception marks. Addressed 
on the left in French and on the right in Russian to B,;:dales, Sussex, England, under 'Recoroinandee 
a vis de reception' in the two languages; franked 30k. and sealed with a large wax seal with two 
initials under a coronet; marked '46' in top left corner; marked (probably after receipt) 'Posniakoff 
& Leh fr.' The desratch cancellation is Chita Z:!1:Jaik. Ob./10/Pocht.Tel.Kont. single circle type 
with 2.1.1898 fractional type date; framed 'A.R.' (Fig. 6). and dotted 'R' in circle (Fig. 7) in black, 
both also applied in Chita. Transit Moscow 27.1.1898; London red hooded circle 11.2.1898; 
blue crossed lines on front and '29' in"blue on back. Arrival HaywardsHeath 2.30 p.m. 11.2.1898. 
The Avis de Reception form has been removed, presumably correctly for return to sender. It is 
amusing to recall that this cover was offered as a "late 'A(us) R(ussland)' mark!" I can by analogy 
also record an Avis de Reception cover from Tsuruga (Japan), marked 'via Siberia,' with Petrograd 
censor marks Barry Figs. 9 and 11 (B.J.R.P. 20) and Casey/Evans Types Rl and S2 (a 4th recorded 
example (B.J.R.P. 42), resealed with British 'Opened by Censor 677' label, and arrived at Naarden 
(Netherlands) 30.11.1917. This cover was also, of course, registered-but has the entire Avis 
de Reception form still attached to the back, so the unfortunate sender was never informed (at 
least by the service for which he had paid) that his Jetter had actually arrived safely. 

6. The 15k. 'Pochtovaya Marka.' At this 1974 meeting, Dr. Wortman displayed (see Fig. 13 to his 
article in B.J.R.P. 46) one of these cards used, like mine (see Outstanding Cover No. 3, B.J.R.P. 
31), in Taganrog. Although not directly within the 'registration' topic, these cards deserve special 
mention and the recording of the results of study (see 'footnote' to the article by Dr. Ceresa on 
M.T.O. and Parcel Receipt cards later in this Journal.-Ed.). 

7. Mosi:ow Codes. In Moscow there seemed to be a separate code for registration labels from can
cellers. For e1ample: 

(a) 1908 red printed 'Moscou' registration label ('R' on right) with Russian 'LIT. A.' printed in 
black at foot below the No.; the letter received the Moscow 1 Ekspeditsiya mark, double 
circle type, with star at left and script 'b' (Cyrillic equivalent) at right. · To London, U.K. 

(b) 1913 similar label but with purple handstamp 'B' to left of 'No,' and '7' to left of 'R,' and 
without 'LIT. A'; the cover reo;:ived the Mos:::ow 7E. Pocht. Otdiel, mark, double circle type, 
with star at left and script 'a' at right. To Derby, U.K. 

8. 'R' oYer '3' Registration Labels. The earliest example in my collection is April 1911, Warsaw, an 
'R' label marked 'Varsovie 5' being applied over a '3' label (the despatch cancellation being Warsaw 
5); to Frome, Somerset, U.K. The super-position of 'R' labels over the internal '3' labels wa'> 
not universally employed. For example, I have a 1904 cover from Antoniny, Volhnynia (a small · 
place, evidently, as I can find it neither in the Harmsworth 1907 'Universal' Atlas nor in the Russian 
1912 railway timetable) which had a '3' label (Fig. lO)affixed at despatch which neither the Russian 
nor the English P.O's bothered to replace with an 'R' labeL Cover to London, U.K. 

9. Insured Covers. Further to Dr. Snegireff's B.J.R.P. 9 article, I can record 3 covers:-
. (a) 1907 St. Petersburg-3 seals (since removed)-2R.59k. !'ranking for 1430R. sent via Kharkoy 

·. (town and Vokzal marks) to 'Novaya Bavaria; Kharkov-Nikolaev Railway' which is 7 versts 
from Kharkov by railway. · There is an ink sum on the back which seems to require some 
interpretation which I cannot pro·1id.;:. 

2 24 
2r 35 

. . 2r · 59 
but there are two other features of e:iual interest-
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10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

-the St. Petersburg despatch mark (which is none too clear and may therefore not be traced 
exactly correctly-Fig. 9) is octagonal in red 

-the St. Petersburg label (Fig. 8) is cut close but with a blue frame which might be a cutting 
guide; the capital 'A' in the left panel is hand.stamped in ml whereas · the rest of the label 
is preprinted in blue. (Another label of this type is Fig. 10 of Dr. Ceresa's article on M.T.O. 
and Parcel Receipt forms.-Ed.). 

(b) 1908 Byelaya Tserkov-5 seals (similar to Snegireff Figs. 5 and 6)-30k. franking for '4R. 
9 shillings)' s•:mt to London, U.K. where it was marked 'money letter.' The registration 
mark (Fig. 11) is handstamped in red; this was not obscured by the normal 'London . F.S.' 
registration label which, however, overlapped the dark red English 'M-No.87/INSURED/ 
VALEUR DECLAREE)' label. 

(c) 1916 Slavuta, Volhnynia-5 seals (pattern as Snegireff Fig. 6, but impressed with a private 
seal, a coronet over two initials (not the same as on my Section 5 Avis de Reception cover) 
and therefore a 'closed' not an 'open' insured letter)-44k. franking corresponding to the 
sum on the back: 

30gr - 20 
24 

44k 
for 333R. ('35 sterling') sent via Petrograd (No. 1 small Eksped.itsiya bridge type) and London 
to Huddersfield., U.K. A perforated. Slavuta label with a blue frame has been completely 
obscured by a 'London I.S.' (not 'F.S.') registration label the English 'Insured label is now 
bright scarlet and no longer bears the code no. 

Pre-War Levant. Ropit/Konstantinopol (Tchilinghirian & Stephen 'Used Abroad' Vol. 1, Fig. 17) 
with dotted 'R' in circle (Fig. 13; a slightly earlier dated Odessa dotted 'R' in circle is shown as 
Fig. 14 for comparison), 6.7.1898; franked 20k. (Russian Levant 2 x !Ok.); via Odessa 44 Pochtov. 
Kont. (fractional date type) and Chippenham (squared circle type), Wiltshire (an unlikely transit 
mark if directly routed via Bath from London) to Frome, Somerset, U.K. 
First War Red Cross via Stockholm. Various registered items were shown-these are colourful 
travelling via St. Petersburg and receiving the Red Cross circular marks ( of which there are tw~ 
types) but the main current interest is in the superposition of 'R' labels should '3' labels have been 
used initially. · 
First War Red Cross via Denmark. I would specifically mention one cover in this Section: ex 
Charles Stibbe, from Pretoriya, Orenburg 21.4.16 with a black registration labc:l (Fig. 12) of normal 
pattern, only the 'R' being red; search has so far failed to locate Pretoriya (the suspicion is that it 
was basically a P.o.W. camp, but n~ither the Permanent Committee on, Gepgraphical Names
c/o the Royal Geographical Society, London-nor the Imperial War Museum could provide a 
positive location). Another cover in this Section, from Bakhchissarai in the Crimea, has a '3' 
type (Cyrillic) registration label top left and an 'R' type (German spelling) label lower right omitting 
the Gubierna. · 
Petrograd. Petrograd covers are always of interest-I would mention a 25.9.16 local registered 
cover with a blue seriffed capitals 'ZAKAZNOE.' (Cyrillic) hand-stamp; postal stationery 3 KOP 
on 5k. brown (Type Hof 1964 Cercle Philatelique catalogue but not listed therein with or without 
that surcharge) plus 5 x lk. and 1 x 7k. Charity issues to 15k. total, cancelled double circle with 
d 44 d at foot. The red registration label is imperf, '3' type inscribed 44 before 'Otd' at foot (Fig. 
15) agreeing with the canceller but script 'v' above (also in ink) which does not. 
A similar cover in my collection, 20.1.17 Petrograd franked with same postal stationery 3 KOP on 
5k. plus 20k. Arms type and 7k. Charity issue, totalling 30k., is cancelled double circle with d 38 d 
at foot; similar red registration label (Fig. 16) rubber stamped '38' for Otdiel and 'A' above, both 
(perhaps applied simultaneously) in black; to Moscow. 
A later cover, 11.2.22 Petrograd franked 10 x 10,000R. 'Industry' issue, cancc:lled double circle 
d 4 din blue, has a similar type of registration label (Fig. 17) without a space allocated for the Otdiel 
number, with '4' in ink, agreeing with the code number in the canceller; the cover also carries the 
Petrograd Eksped three black triangle mark (see 13,J.R.P. 35; 36; 37; 38; 39; 43-Ccresa Type 1, 
Fig. 3;44) and 1 Eskp. code 10 (segments above and below date,circular type) both also 11.2.22 
arrived Voorde (Holstein) 24.2.22. 
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14 . . Ukraine. Trachtenberg covers with Odessa tridents are registered and the registration slip is often 
still attached (f.g. Outstanding Cover No. 1 B.J.R.P. 31). Various commercial registered covers 
with trident franking follow the normal pattern-the inland registration rate has been stated to · 
be 25k. to 1.11.18 and. then 50k., but·not all co\!ers conform. Tsallobin philatelic covers are regis
tered from Tiraspol ('3' type label). 
An attractive though possibly semi-philatelic cover, created by turning inside out a cover 
to a German P.o. W. camp, was franked with a mixture of Kharkov 1 tridents and two Shagiv stamps, 
totalling 50k., despatched Sumy Khar. 2.11.18, inscribed 'Zalcaznoe' (Cyrillic), rubber-stamped 
'CYMb' (possibly the 'I' of the final 'bl' failed to print) with 'N 356' inserted crudely by hand below 
(Fig. 21) coJlectively serving the purpose of a registration label, and reached Bielgorod, Kursk 
(the destination) 7.11.18. It is of interest that, at a more recent B.S.R.P. mc.-eting, Dr. Wortman 
showed a somewhat similar cover franked with a different mixture of adhesives, leaving Sumy 
and arriving at Bielgorod. on the same dates as my cover, but was addressed to Sumy. 
Another mixed franking 50k. cover from Bielopolie Khar., 4.11.18, received a rough hand-made 
'3' type rubber stamp fu. black, and the town name in large capitals with Ukrainian spelling, also 
reached Bielgorod (different recipient) 7.11.18. 
Kharkov in this period used. somewhat unusual marks for registration; I can record a large rectan
gular '3' type hand-stamp in black (Fig. 18') for Kharkov Vokzal, used 17.4.19 (to Moscow 24.4.19-
a simple journey as Kharkov was under Bolshevik control at the time), and. another large rectangular 
hand-stamp (Fig. 19) in blue (no '3' or 'R') inscribed. 'Kharkov 3 Gor. P.-T. Kont' cancelled Kharkiv 
(Ukrainian spelling) 13.6.19 (to Moscow 16.6.19 - V Eksp) - for the reverse.of this cover (franked 
50k. total is 35k. Kerensky issue. plus 3 x 10 shagiv) se::: second. page of illustrations in B.J.R.P. 37. 
A rather delightfully untidy 16. 7 .19 cover with shagiv values , totalling 50k. from Odessa ( double 
circle Group 8 III a - see B.J.R.P. 33) has a normal Odessa '3' type red and black registration 
label with script 'f' in violet ink below a red hand.struck 'Zakaznie' or 'Zakaznoe with lines above 
and below, about which nothing seems to be known. Although Odessa was then in Deniken's 
hands, the cover reached Moscow (V Eksp} 29.7.19, uncensored .. 
Attention is also drawn in this brief gljmpse of the· Ukrainian range of registration marks to the 
special registration handstamps used in the 1920 Ukrainian .Field Post (soo _B_.J.R.P. 24 and 27). 

15. Wrangel. I would mention 2 covers as examples of the registration service in this inter-camp post: 
(a) Konstantinopol 5.4.21 to Gallipoli 6.4.21, with. the registration label still attached-the 

manuscript number on the cover agre,-es with the label number. 
(b) Bielgrad 9.4.21 to Konstantinopol.16.4.21, inscribed 'Zakaznoe N 321' but with no other 

registration evidence. 
16. Poland. A rather revolting cover with 3, 5/2½, 5/3, 5, 10, 15pf. Gen. Gov. Warsaw overprinted 

Poczta Polska and bars, cancelled Lodz 31.111.19, code +j + at foot of bridge type, and 'R' type 
registration label with letter 'b'; red pencil crossed lines, with preprinted address to K. R. Saurer, 
Lodz, Piotrkowska 6 and marked 'Polecony! Then a further row of 6 stamps, 20 (both colours), 
25/7½, 30, 40, 60 pf. was attached (over some of the original cancellations and over part of the 
label) and 'cancelled' with apparently the same cancellation, but with the cedilla-like mark below 
the 'D' of 'LODZ' omitted! I have the feeling that there must be more of these creations around, 
so would any owners please advise the ~ditor? 

17. Soviet Registered Material. . This subject was hardly given adequate attention during the May 1974 
B.S.R.P. meeting, due to lack of time; most displayers restricted their Soviet selection to outstanding 
items. To stimulate further contributions on these pages I give details of some of my more inter
esting Soviet registered covers below::_ 

(a) Byelaya-Tserkov 21.2.22 cover to Berlin; franked 10 x l0OOR. 'Industry' with 'R' type label 
(Fig. 22) in black ('R' in red) and name spelt in German-compare with the Fig. 11 1908 
hand.stamp from the same town. 

(b} Lugansk 30.8.22 cover to London, U.K., franked 4 x 10k. with blue framed label without 
'R' or '3' (Fig. 23). . 

(c) Odessa 7.10.22 franked 7 x l0R. plus 2 x lOk. Arms type, with + III a Group 8 double circle 
type (B.J.R.P. ~3) and '3' type registration label in red, altered in red ink to be 'R' type and 
Cyrillic letters changed to 'd' and 's' in town name; 'a' inserted before 'Otd' (note: aligns 
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with right hand code in canceller, perhaps fortuitously-see B.J.R.P. 33, page 19); also Odessa 
+ 8 v Group 4 double circle type, same date and Odessa-Eksped three. black triangle mark-
9.10.22 (B.J.R.P. 43-Ceresa Type III-Fig 7.-which Ceresa records only from 17.11.22); 
to Syra, Greece 22.10.22. 

(d) Odessa 14.11.22 franked 10 x lOR plus 8 x 25R (total 300R.), all October Revolution, 5th 
Anniversary issue. Similar to (c) above but + III b Group 8 and 'b' also added to regis
tration label when altered in grey ink from '3' to 'R' type; + 8 g Gr~up 4 Odessa; Odessa 
('E' missing) three black triangles Ceresa Type III 15.11.22; to London, U.K. 27.11.22 (when~ 
although the red hooded circle Registered mark was applied, and presumably also the crossed 
blue lines, no registration label nor registration number was applied, so the final leg of the 
journey may possibly have been by ordinary mail). 

(e) Dzygovka, Pod 20.12.22 cover to London, U.K., franked 30 x 10k. Arms type: black bilingual 
label without 'R' or '3' (Fig. 24) but with blue central crayon line possibly marked before 
label applied to cover. 

(f) Four covers in period 6.23 to 1.24 with rubber stamped framed registration marks Figs. 25-
28 :-

Ekaterinoslav (German spelling) in black, 'R' type; cover to Holzminden, Germany 
Cherkassy (German spelling) in violet, 'R' type; cover to London, U.K. 
Popelniya, Kiev in black, no 'R' or '3'; cover to London, U.K. 
Tiraspol in black, '3' type; cover to London, U.K. 

(g) Two covers which have different handstamps on reverse inscribed "Recu a Moscou avec 
Jes soupapes malcollees. Employe .......... ' and initialed. One is from Moscow Kazan 
Vokzal to Huddersfield, U.K. in 1926, and the other from Moscow 9 to Huddersfield, U.K. 
in 1936 (see B.J.R.P. 44, p. 13 for two other examples). 

(h) Kharkov 2.4.28 franked 2 x 14k. definitives, cancelled Kharkov/Kharkiv-Odessa Zh. D. 
(Cyrillic Russian & Ukrainian) with purple 'R' type registration handstamp (Fig. 20) inscribed 
'CHARKOFF'; philatelic tax stamp on reverse (overprint and surcharge on War Charity 
issue) cancelled in violet with inscription containing 'CHARKOW'-notable for the four 
spellings of the town name on the one cover; to London, U.K. 

(i) Leningrad 24.8.32: Airmail handstamp 'Air Post/Leningrad-Berlin' (Russian) with 'CCP' 
above and date below a biplane; violet 'R' type registration handstamp and red 'Vozdush
naya Pochta (Russian)/Par Avion' label. Inscribed 'Zakaznoe.' Red handstamp Recom
mandee' (possibly without final 'e') of unknown status, and Berlin luftpostant arrival marks 
of same and succeeding date. 

(j) Kharkov 21 Nagor. R. zel 21.5.37 on pair of 20k. definitives, with violet framed handstamp 
on reverse "VIENUTO IZ POCHTOVOGO Y ASHCHIKA" (Cyrillic) i.e. 'Taken out of 
Post Box ' and signed. A black registration label was then applied, with red 'R,' the enumer
ator number being amended in violet ink, and with large capital seriffed 'R' in 28mm circle 
in black. To London, U.K. 

Summary 

It is to be noted that registered covers up to around the First War period often carry a Russian 
registration number at the top left hand corner when no numbered registration mark is used, and that 
there was a regular pattern of development through primitive labels and rubber stamps via the dotted 
'R' in circle system to a fairly clear and well regularised '3' (internal mail) and 'R' (external mail) label 
system. In the upheavals following that War the supply of labels seems to have diminished (and in 
some places to have dried up altogether) so that various local types of handstamp were brought into 
use until more settled conditions allowed a full labelling system to be re-established. 

The elaboration and precision of this story will, it is hoped, emerge from future contributions 
on this fascinating aspect of Russian philately. 
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POSTAL STATIONERY: 10 kop: DOUBLE PRINT 

data from W. Frauenlob 

Mr. Frauenlob (of Bern) has supplied, via Boris Pritt details of a double print postal stationery 
item, which is shown on p. 4 of central illustrations. To our knowledge, this variety has not been 
recorded previously. As will be seen, neither print is particularly faint, and the displacement is marked. 

The despatch cancellation of the impressed. stamp(s) is '2' in framed dotted circle; (similar to 
Prigara Fig. XI, No. 4); on the reverse the cancellations are stated to be a Mosk. Tsentral. ..... double 
circle mark (about 31mm dia.), centrally dated 1872/25/Mar. and timed 9ch. at foot , and a St. Peters
burg double circle mark (about 26mm dia.), code 'III' at each side, centrally dated 26/Mar/1872 and timed 
11 chasa at foot. 

ST. PETERSBURG: CYRILLIC "MSK" AT FOOT 

data from Dr. A. H. Wortman, F.R.P.S.L. 

Dr. Wortman has supplied details of two strikes of St. Petersburg double circle mark code I 
at sides Cyrillic 'MSK' at foot, vertically dotted segments (seep. 4 of central illustrations):-

Fig. 1: 23.12.08.3 Moscow 3 (3 ?) Gov. Pocht. Tel. Okd. despatch on postcard, addressed to 
St. Petersburg, where the 'MSK' mark (see Rossica No. 69, p. 22 and illustration opposite 
p. 6) was applied 24.XII.08.12. 

Fig. 2: .Dumb cancellation, identified by Theodore Lavroff as being used in Odintsovo (which 
is 23 versts from Moscow on the main railway to Smolensk), carrying the 'MSK' mark 
9.X.14.10 on reverse 

and adds that Eric Peel has a third example, code 2 :-
-Voronezh station despatch on postcard; 'MSK' mark applied 14.XI.07. 

Dr. Wortman points out that 'M.SK' is an accepted abbreviation for Moscow, and expresses his belief 
that this mark was quite probably used, at the P.O. at the Nicholas Station in St. Petersburg, on mail 
arriving from Moscow. 

The rarity of the 'M.SK' is difficult to gauge. Whilst Dr. Wortman knows of no other example<>, 
in spite of the Rossica illustration which might have been expected to generate other reports, he suspects 
that it might not be as scarce as·this implies, and wonders whether it is not more a question of it being 
unrecognised. (Just to encourage the hopeful: I have searched my colJection and cannot find one!-Ed.) 

THE VARNISH LINES-A NEW LOOK 

George v. Shalimoff and Daniel W. Levandowsky 

Introduction 
The postal issues of Imperial Russia through to Soviet Russia in the period 1909-23 (with the 

exception of the Romanov tercentenary issue) hav,.:: in common on their face a nearly invisible network 
of lines called varnish lozenges by some and 'chalk lines' by others. Other than the name for the material 
making the lines, the question of whether the pattern is above or below the printing has generated most 
interest. It is the purpose of this article to proffer additional and novel information towards the -resol
ution of these two questions, with the aid of photo3raphy using ultraviolet light. 
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The diamond-shaped, lozenge, pattern formed by intersecting parallel lines is well known on the 
Imperial Russian issues commencing in 1909, and on the Levant issues as well. The Provisional Govern
ment and Soviet reprinting of these issues continued the use of the varnish lines. Thus the application 
was considered an integral part of the. production of stamps, even during the apparent chaotic times of 
World War 1 and the beginning of Soviet control. Although there were changes in colours, paper, 
glue and layout, and repair or replacement of cliches, the application of the varnish line pattern con
tinued unchanged. except for the direction on the 1919 printings of the lR, 3R. 50k and 7R stamps. 

The pattern can usually be observed if one looks at the surface with glancing light; the 
lines forming the lozenge pattern appear dull on the shiny surface of the stamps if there is a heavy appli
cation. Very light applications are more difficult to see this way. Another way is to immerse the stamps 
in a fluid. such as is used to detect watermarks; the paper becomes nearly transparent, leaving the ink 
and the lines of the lozenge pattern white in the fluid. Although the pattern under the fluid is now more 
visible than it would be in glancing light, it is still difficult to be certain whether the pattern is above 
or below the printing, even when using a stereo-vision microscope. 

Purpose, Application and Materials of th~ Lines 
When one seeks to learn the purpose of the network, the usual explanations are that the appli

cation prevents fraudulent re-use of stamps from which the cancellations had been removed or that, if 
a used stamp with the varnish application is cleaned., the varnish would be removed too and lead to 
detection by the postal authorities if re-use of the stamp were attempted. But since the varnish appli
cation is nearly invisible on most of the stamps, it is hard. to imagine how its removal would signal a 
fraudulent re-use unless the removal drastically altered the stamp. The best available description of 
the mechanism involved was given by A. M. Rosselevitch (Ref. 1) who explained that the chemicals 
usually used to remove cancels would react with the varnish, re.moving the. sta...'llp de3ign beneath the 
varnish toe;>, and. leaving the stamp covered with crossed white lines. 

The opinions that were voi~d about the varnish lines were not so much how they function but 
rather when they were applied. Was the lozenge pattern applied on top of the printed sheets, or on 
the paper first with the printing on top of the lozenge pattern? From the d.~scription above of the mech
anism, involved., it is not clear whether the varnish network should be above or below the printmg. It 
could just as well be beneath the printing ink unless there were probk:-m1 with printing on to:, of the 
varnish such as colour changes or drying. But this is unknown. 

Considerable discussion was generated some years ago in the Ro~sica Society Journal (Refs. 
2, 3, 4, 5) with the general conclusion that most felt the pattern to be on top of the printed stamps. Con.
clusions were based on examinations of sheets and pieces, printing and perforation freaks, paper folds, 
etc., which show some interruption in the normal sta.mp preparation process. 

Throughout this article the lines of the lozenge pattern are described as being made of 'varnish.' Others 
refer to the patterns of 'chalk lines' (Ref. 7) and it is still referred to that way in current Soviet phila
telic literature (e.g. Refs. 8, 9). The fact that two names are frequently used to descrite the same situation 
suggests that the manner and purpose of the application is not yet well understood. Although the origins 
of the expressions are not known to us, the physical phenomenon of absorption of ultraviolet light to be 

. described below is consistent with the material being a varnish-like compound. In fact, the term 'var
nish,' as used in American stamp catalogues, provided the incentive to attempt the ultraviolet light photo
graphy in the first place. Though others have also maintained that the pattern is correctly called 
'varnish1 (e.g. Ref. 1); the term 'chalk lines' continues to be used . . This latter term is incorrect; the 
term 'varnish' is more appropriate. · 

Ultraviolet Light Principles 
A new method has been devised by one of us to make these lozenge patterns visible (Ref. 6). This 

involves photography with ultraviolet light. Most philatelists are aware of the use of 'black' light or 
long and short-wave ultraviolet lamps to examine stamps, especially the modern 'tagged' varieties. 
In most cases, the ultraviolet light excites a glow, . a fluorescence or phosphorescence, of the 'tagged 
portion or ink of the stamps. Or the paper may glow. This glow on the purposely 'tagged' stamps 
is used by various postal authorities to assist in the sorting and cancelling of mail. But ultraviolet illum
ination is also a valuable research tool. 

When the Russian to Soviet stamps with the lozenge pattern are illuminated with an ultraviolet 
lamp a visible fluorescent glow of the varnish pattern can be observed if the application is very heavy. 
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It is a faint glow, somewhat yellowish orange, and not too prominent. With difficulty it can be photo
graphed, but neither a photograph nor direct observation of the stamp provides any hint whether the 

. varnish application is on top• of the printing or · below. 
· · Besides causing certain materials to fluoresce, ultraviolet light can also be absorbed by certain 

materials and this absorption can be photographed using special filters to exclude all visible light. Most 
organic materials will absorb ultraviolet light; varnish, in its true definition, is composed of natural or 
synthetic organic substances and should absorb ultraviolet light. Thus we have another means of 'seeing' 
the varnish patterns on the stamps of interest and perhaps of helping in <the deliberations about the varnish 
application. This process will be described with illustrations of some issues of the 1909-23 period, 
including an interesting pane of the 2k. value. 

The 3R.50k. and 7R. stamps of this period are the most difficult to photograph with ultraviolet 
light because the colours themselves strongly absorb ultraviolet light so the pattern is difficult to see 
in a print. One is then often forced to look for the pattern in the clear borders of the stamp. How
ever, all the remaining values of the series photograph quite well under ultraviolet light, including the 
1918 issue of the sword cutting the chain. 

Ultraviolet Fluorescence Evidence 
A 2k. pane, a portion shown in Fig. 1 on p. 5 of the central illustrations, was stored in a flexible 

plastic sleeve of the type us<;;)d to store covers. Several heavy albums were stacked on it, and stored 
this way for some time. When the pane was removed from the sleeve, by chance the varnish line pattern 
was observed in glancing light to be on the plastic sleeve. It appeared that some of the varnish trans
ferred from the pane to the plastic sleeve and the pattern appeared to be intact without any interJuption 
by· the printing. ·' 

Though the pattern is visible in glancing light and at best fragile on the sleeve, it is very d.iffi.cult 
to document. However, ultraviolet illumination of the sleeve showed a faint glow, fluorescence,, against 
a black background. It is extremely difficult to photograph such low level light intensities; however 
the pattern is visible as shown in Fig. 2, the same portion of the pane. Thc:·c are faint white line3 corres
ponding to the varrtish lines created by the fluorescence of the varnish. Whc:-cas earlier we described 
fluorescence photography as yielding marginal information, the fluorescence photography of the slc~ve 
here isolates the varnish so that it can be studied alone. It is hoped the reproduction for B.J.R.P. suffices 
to illustrate this delicate point. · 

We feel that this photo indicates that the varnish.is indeed on the sleeve, and must have co.me 
from the top surface of the pane. Although the visual observation shows the pattern better than in 
this photo, the lack of uniformity to the lines could be due to the lack of uniform transfer. The more 
varnish, the brighter the fluorescence, so that the variation in intensity is proportional to the amount 
of varnish present. The breaks in the. pattern due to the perforations in the horizontal d.irection are 
evident. · · The ink designs on these issues cover most of the stamps. If the ink were on top of the varnish, 
we feel it would not be possible to transfer the varnish intact to the degrc-e shown in our fluorescence 
photo. 

Ultraviolet Absorption Evidence 
Fig. 3 results from the photographic'process· using theabsorption of ultrayiolet light which emphas

ises the varnish and makes it readily visibie on the photo. The pane was illuminated with the ultraviolet 
light (remember, this is light outside the threshold of our vision) and with a special filter we allow only 
this light to reach the camera and film. We are therefore using only the reflected ultraviolet light · to 
take our photograph. Those areas that absorb ultraviolet light, such as the varnish, will not record 
on the film and will appear as dark areas on the positive print. Since all this occurs below our vision 
threshoid, the film must be developed to learn whether or not the expected effect has been obtained. 

The darkness of the lozenge pattern is proportional to the amount of ultraviolet light absorbed 
by the varnish, the heavier the varnish coating the darker the image, and vice versa. The printing inks 
also appear dark on the print because they, too, absorb the ultraviolet light to various degrees depending 
upon the colour and density of application. Fortunately, the paper reflects the ultraviolet light so we 
obtain more or less a normal photo except for the emphasis of the varnish. 

From Fig. 3 one gets the impression that the varnish is definitely laid on top of the design. The 
Jines run heavily and distinctly over even the most dense parts of the printed design. Though this evi
dence is tempting, it is not conclusive that the varnish is above the printing. 
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Fig. 4 is an ultraviolet absorption photo of the back of the pane; we see a faint lozenge pattern 
as a mirror image of the pattern in Fig. 3. This effect is most noticeable when the front of the pane has 
a heavy application of varnish. It is not noticed with light applications. We feel that this pattern visible 
-0n the back is due to penetration of the varnish to the back. The overall contrast of the pattern is reduced 
because there is also the added problem of some light absoprtion by the organic gum. 

But notice how slightly darker the pattern is around the selvedge edges than is the pattern in the 
-centre of the pane. This suggests that the printing ink interfered with the penetration of the varnish 
through the paper to . the back of the pane. There was no interference in the selvedge, so the varnish 
penetrated more readily and was consequently more visible on the back side. 

The Editor has suggested an alternative possible explanation: that it is the ultraviolet light that 
has penetrated the paper, has been absorbed and. thus recorded.. Perhaps so, since the paper is quite 
porous. Either way the difference in intensity of the pattern between the selvedge and centre is evidence 
we feel, for the varnish to be above the ink. · 

The ultraviolet absorption photo in Fig. 5 on p. 6 of the central ilJustrations shows a 12 times 
enlargement of the 35k. value of the 1909 series with a very heavy application of varnish. This photo 
offers our best evidence for the varnish to be above the design. If one looks carefully at the edges of 
the dark lines of the lozenge pattern, one sees darker ridges bordering the lines. These ridges are darker 
because there is more varnish there than in the width of the varnish lines. It appears that the varnish 
is applied. as in typography and that excess varnish is squeezed out to the edge of the applicator, causing 
a build-up or ridge of varnish. The more varnish there is, the·more the ultraviolet light will be absorbed 
and the ridges appear darker in the print. If the varnish were applied. first, and the stamp design 
printed on top, one might have expected these ridges to be squashed by the typographic plate of the 
stamp design. But the ridges are intact, suggesting that the varnish was applied after the printing. 

Varieties 
The power of the method is evident in Fig. 6 where only a trace of the varnish line pattern is 

seen in the borders of the stamp. In ordinary light as well as under a fluid, this stamp showed no trace 
whatever of the varnish line pattern, and one would have been tempted to conclude that this was a variety 
with omitted varnish lines. But the ultraviolet photo definitely confirms the faint trace of the pattern 
and this stamp is NOT a variety. 

Often the lines are referred to as being 'thick' or 'thin.' In reality, there is a broad range of line 
thickness as well as of the lines being fuzzy or sharp, heavy or light. 

Summary 
Ultraviolet light photographs of the single-and multi-coloured issues of the 1909-23 period 

appear dmilar to Fig. 3 and d.o not suggest that the varnish is under or sandwiched between the colour 
printings, but rather that it is on the top. This conclusion, that the varnish is on top of the design, is 
-consistent with the earlier papers and i~ reinforced with the new evidence of the ultraviolet photographs. 
The mechanism described by Rosselevitch appears to be entirely reasonable. The varnish applied to 
the top of the printed sheets apparently penetrates the ink to some extent without disturbing the ink 
so that subsequent removal of the varnish by some unknown chemicals would lift the design beneath 
the varnish as well, thus defacing the stamp. This ingenious method is a credit to the printing material 
formulators of the period. The fact that it was used nearly fourteen years by three different govern
ment administrations must indicate that it was successful and · wprthwhile. 

References 
1. A. M. Rosselevitch, Rossica Journal 59, 1960 page 44 
2. F. J. Fobs, Rossica Journal 57, 1959 page 21 
3. C. de Stackelberg, Rossica Journal, 58, 1960 page 64 
4. F. J. Fobs, Rossica Journal, 61, 1961 page 28 
5. C. de Stackelberg, Rossica Journal 61, 1961 page 29 
6. G. V. Shalimoff, Rossica Journal 86/88 
7. C. de Stackelberg, Rossica Journal 58, 1960 page 32 
8. V. Karlinski, Soviet Collectioneer 5, 1967 page 19 
9. Catalogue of the Postage Stamps of the U.S.S.R. 1918-1969 Moscow, 1970 

Page 14 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY :No. 52 



T.P.O. ROUTE No. 115/116-PRIGARA'S UNIDENTIFIED ROUTE 
I. L. G. Baillie and R. L. Joseph 

The oval railway route numbers were listed by Prigara, and. his list was given in,B.J.R.P. 3-this 
identified. the routes by termini from 1/2 to 305/306 except that Route No. 115/116 was unidentified. Tb@ 
only proposal subsequently offered for this unidentified route was that by the late Bill Kethro in B.J.R.P. 
4; he pointed out that the 1931 Soviet Post Office list (see Cronin in B.J.R.P. 10, p. 268-70 for the 1g31 
changes and. additions) contained the id.entities for the T.P.O.s from 1/2 to 365/366, and that 115/116 
is given as Sverdlovsk/Bagdanovich/Tiumen/Omsk. He remarked that this line terminated at Tiumen 
according to the Russian railway timetable of 1912, the Tiumen/Omsk section being shown as "pro
jected" in a 1912 map;·he expresses the opinion that the extension was "on paper" for many years and 
was only completed after 1918-the 1954 "History of Russian Railways" by J. N . Westwood unfortun
ately fails to give a date for this extension. 

There the matter seemed to r~st until a copy of the 115/ 1 I 6 cancellation was discovered. We are 
pleased to report that a copy has now come into the possession of one of us-it is on a P.o.W. carp., as 
a despatch cancellation, dated 26.9.15 and is inscribed OM.SK 116 EKATERINBURG with the code 
number 3 (clearly not the Cyrillic 'Z') at the foot (see tracing on p. 7 of central illustrations). The card 
received a Petrograd censor mark No. 311 in violet (Casey/Evans type P.16, period of use 8/1915 to 
J/1917.:._see B.J.R.P. 42), two German 'Gepruft' marks and a 10.2.16 single line date stamp (typical of 
the German P.o.W. camp receipt date stamps) which we presume to have been applied-at Wittenburg, 
its destination. The main problem posed by this card, of course, is the 1915 date, as Kethro believed 
that the direct line via Tiumen was not then open. 

· The diagram (also on p. 7 of central illustrations) shows the Prigara T.P:o. Routes in the area, 
and they operate over all the railway lines in that same area · given in the 1912 Russian railway timetable. 
We also have a separate 1912 map which shows no additional lines. It is therefore necessary to conclude 
that, were T.P.O. 115/11_6 to have operated between Ekaterinburg and Omsk at that time, it would have 
to hav<1 gone via Chelyabinsk on the Trans-Siberian railway even though there was no through train; 
but this seems most unlikely, as T.P.O. Routes 81/82 and 167/168 already provided this connection 
and no duplication by running T.P.O. 115/116 on this same journey would seem justified by the likely 
quantity of pre-war mail. · 

The 1914 Post and Telegraph map No. 58 of Asiatic Russia (copies still available from Peter 
Ashford.-"a good buy."-,Ed). compiled by the Chief Administration of the Post and Telegraph Depart
ment and published. in the "Atlas Asiatskoi Rossia" printed in St. Petersburg in 1914, however, shows 
the Tiumen/Omsk section as being under construction. It was evidently nearing completion at that 
•time, for the August 1914 Bradshaw Continental Railway Timetable quotes three trains a day in either 
direction for the whole Ekaterinburg/Bogdanovich/Tiumen/Ishim/Omsk on page 323D. We have seen 
no maps of this area dating from the war years, but the 1918 British Naval Intelligence map of Siberia 
(which is, incidentally, by far the best map of Siberia which, we have seen) shows the full line. 

It therefore seems to be dear that the Ekaterinburg (later renamed Sverdlovsk)/Tiumen/Omsk 
line was open in or immediately prior to August 1914 and that the T.P.O. Route No. 115/116 operated 
over that railway route by September 1915. Whether the 115/116 identity was used for the Ekaterin
burg/Tiumen sector at any time prior to the completion of the Tiumen/Omsk section we do not know, 
neither whether it was previously used elsewhere. It is certainly peculiar that Prigara could not quote 
a use for the 115/116 identity, but equally it would. be peculiar ifll5/116 had been reserved for a pro
jected, incomplete, railway when the high numbers at the end of the Prigara ist demonstrate 
that the normal practice was to issue new numbers from the end of the list as new T.P.O.s came into 
existence for new railway lines brought into the T.P.O. system, 

Thus, whilst we are pleased to be able to identify the 115/116 Route from 1914 or 1915 as being 
the same as the 1931 Soviet P.O. list Route, the earlier history (or the reason for the lack of earlier use) 
of the 115/116 identity is still a mystery. One could also wonder whether Route No. 169/170 from 
Perm to Tiumen became superfluous, Routes No. 81/82 and 115/116 covering the same termini. The 
increased mail in the area due to the creation of P.o.W. camps and to other war-time changes might 
lead one to believe· that Route No. 169/170 still flourished after Route No. 115/116 was operated over 
the Ekaterinburg/Tiumen/Omsk line, but perhaps a reader bas some evidence on that aspect? 

Finally, we wonder whether code "3" at the foot of the canceller mean<.1 "train 3." If so, the 
card was cancelled on the train that left Omsk at 3'.15 p.m. on 26.9.15 and was scheduled to arrive at 
Ekaterinburg at 7.35 a.m. on 27.9.15. 
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10 AND 20 kop. SURCHARGES ON 7 AND 14 kop ARMS TYPE 
AND ROMANOVS 

Eric G. Peel 

With reference to the article in B.J.R.P. 51 by Rev. L. L. Tann I would offer the following com
ments. The dates of issue given in the Gibbons catalogue should, I think, be reversed; my earliest dates 
of usage are:-

Romanov l0/7k 22.10.16 

} Gibbons date 1.1.17 
20/14k 15.12.16 

Arms type 10/7k 12.1.17 
} Gibbons date 10.9.16 

20/14k -.4.17 

These 4 stamps were used at face until the end of February 1920, but the Romanovs with late date are 
hard to find; my latest dates are -.11.18 (10/7k) and 22.5.19 (20/14k), 

From 1.3.20 the two Arms type surcharged stamps were revalued at 100 times face value, and 
thus franked at l0R. and 20R. respectively. They could be so used up to the end of March 1922, but 
rates rose so rapidly that they are rarely found in this period with dates after 1920; my latest dates are 
30.12.20 (10/7k) and -.5.21 (20/14k). Both values are scarce. 

From 1.4.22 the 10/7k value Arms type surcharged stamp was further revalued at 1,000,000 times 
face value, and thus franked at 100,000R. (old currency) or lOR. (1922 currency); the 20/14k value was 
not revalued. Again scarce, my latest date is 7.2.23 (10/7k). 

The Romanov surcharged stamps do not appear to have been revalued from 1.3.20 as l0R. and 
20R. stamps respectively, but both were undoubtedly so used and accepted for postal purposes. I have 
a copy of the 10/7k value with a clear postmark of Ekaterinburg (of all places!) 30. 7.20, and a pair marked 
Roshal Mosk. -.12.21 (the latter, however, is a common 'to order' mark and the pair was certainly 
not postally used). I have a pair of the 20/14k value postmarked Vavosh Vyat. 18.7.20. This usage is 
rare for either stamp; neither is known used in the second revaluation period from 1.4.22. 

The stationery poses a problem. "Higgins and Gage" lists the 10/7k and 20/14k, both surcharges 
on both Arms type and Romanov, each in two different sizes, but does not price the 10/7k Romanov 
nor the 20/14k Arms type. The Cercle Philatelique catalogue puts a question mark against both the 
items and I have not seen copies of either. It would be interesting to know whether any member has 
either item, if so in what size and whether unused or used. 

Finally, the plate numbers for the surcharged Arms type stamps: 

10/7k: 1/3 2/3 3/3 6/3 
l/5 2/5 3/5 
where the first number is the basic stamp plate (blue) and the second is the sur
charge plate (black) 

20/14k: I have a sheet of this value Plate 3 of the basic stamp but no plate number for 
the surcharge. 

(For tridents on these stamps see "Ukraine Plate Numbers" on pp. 22-25 ofB.J.R.P. 28.-Ed.). 
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THE POSTAL SAVINGS BANK AND CONTROL STAMPS (Part 1)
Continued 

Dr. R. J. Ceresa 

In the first part of this article (B.J.R.P. 50, page 11), reference was made to Postal Savings Cards; 
due to the help of Mr. Eric Parsons, two such cards have been located and are illustrated on pp. 7-9 
of the central illustrations. The first example of these cards, printed on good quality thin green card, 
is designated for the use of 5 kopek Savings Bank Stamps. There are spaces on the insides of two of the 
flaps for 20 stamps (see Fig. 1) allowing for 1 Ruble to be collected for transfer to the Savings Bank 
Book, as described and illustrated in B.J.R.P. 50. The instructions on the use of the card (on both 
sides of the third flap of the card-folded back and not shown in Fig. 1) indicate that no sum less than 
1 Ruble could be transferred with the card . 

. The second example (see Figs. 2 and 3) printed on thick buff manilla type card, is 'used' rather 
than 'mint.' It is designed for 10 kopek stamps with spaces only for five stamps, so that 50 kopeks 
only could be collected in this way. It is particularly interesting to note that Arms types and a Romanov 
stamp have been 'officially used' on the card in February 1917; the stamps have been cancelled with a 
lozenge obliterator. This accounts for the size of this type of obliterator which is found used J uring 
the inflation period to cancel large blocks of stamps fixed to letters. · 

' At least eight different obliterators had been identified used for cancelling Soviet stamps, --,. hich is 
not surprising since every post office with a Savings Bank Branch must have been issued with one. There
fore a very large number of varieties is likely to exist; they were probably manufactured in batches at 
the order of the district head post office for use by the sub-offices. So far, I have not come across Savings 
Bank stamps cancelled in this way (either loose, of which one would expect to find many on the basis 
that archival material or central office deposits must have fallen into the wrong hands and reached the 
philatelic trade, or on 'entires'-Mr. Robin Joseph's card is also 'mint') but they should exist. 

On presentation of the full card at the Andizhan Post Office, the post office counter date stamp 
was applied in the designated position and the name of the depositor and the account No. added in 
manuscript. Large format Savings Bank Stamps (or, at this late date, Control stamps) would then have 
been added to the 'Bank Book' to the value of the total cards presented for deposit. 

Both these Postal Savings cards quote an interest rate of 3.6% per year, which was an attractive 
rate at that time. 

MONEY TRANSFER AND PARCEL RECEIPT CARDS 

Dr. R. J. Ceresa 

Some confusion exists amongst members of both B.S.R.P. and Rossica as to the types and uses 
of these cards, and some wrong descriptions are_ to be found in our respective Journals. The Editor 
has asked me to try to summarise the salient features of these two classes of cards and to indicate how 
they were used. 

Money Transfer Cards 
The 'standard' card, and the on:! most frequently met with, has the heading "PEREVOD PO 

. POCHTYE" (Transfer By Post)-se~ Fig. 1 on p. 10 of central illustrations. These cards were used 
to transfer money from one individual to another through the postal system without the risk of sending 
cash by registered post and the procedure. was as follows:-

1. A: card was completed .by the sender at the post-office and handed over the counter with the 
appropriate amount of money. (These cards generally had to be requested at the post-office but the 
Tsar, at the Mariinskii Palace in Petrograd, had his own supply of preprinted forms, see Fig. 2; other large 
organisations may have had similar preprinted forms but none has yet been recorded). 
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2. A charge of 2 % of the amount sent was levied, and stamps to this value were applied to the 
right hand panel, and to the back of the card if more room was required. (Clerical errors sometimes 
resulted in only ½ % being charged). 

3. A nwnbered 'Control' Label was added, or a manuscript addition made, to the bottom of · 
the card. (Control labels used on these and other post-office documents were similar to registration 
labels or cachets but without the 'R', usually printed in blue or black on white paper; perforated or imperf. 
At other times, a rubber or metal stamp was used to apply an enumerator cachet. 

4. The stamps were then cancelled and the cancellor impressed both alongside the control label 
or marking, and at the top of the · 'cut-off' coupon, before despatch of the card. (The name and address 
of the recipient was filled in at the centre of the card under the amount transferred. and the name and 
address of the sender was written on the front of the 'cut-off' coupon. The reason for sending the money 
was probably added either after the sender's address or was added as a note to the back of the coupon). 

5. The card was sent to the post office nearest to the address of the recipient, where it was back
stamped on receipt prior to forwarding to the addressee. 

6. The recipient presented the card at the post-office and received payment. (Preswnably 
some sort of identification was required). The back of the card (and probably the back of the 'coupon') 
was date stamped with the counter cancellor and the coupon handed to the recipient. (It may have 
been practice for the coupon then to be sent back to the sender as indication of the money having been 
received, but this would have been an unofficial practice). 

7. Finally the card. would be hand.stamped "OPLACHEN" (Paid) and returned, preswnably 
to the sending post-office, to complete their records of the transaction and then, or directly, to central 
postal archives. . Generally the stamps were not punched or otherwise mutilated. . Sometimes one finds 
manuscript lists of numbers on the backs of these cards and these may relate to the serial numbers of 
notes used for payment (Fig. 3). An undated official post-office seal is also to be found on the back 
of many of the cards (about orie in three cards) and was probably applied when the card was returned 
to the sending post-office (Fig. 3). 

Sometimes the post-office sending the money ran out of cards and would modify a 'Telegraph· 
money transfer card by striking out the word. telegraph and omittit1g the telegraph charge or, if these 
forms had also run out, would modify a parcel receipt form as shown in Fig. 4 . 

. If for some reason payment could not be made, i.e. the card could not be delivered by post to 
the recipient, (when readdressed an additional backstamp would be added by the receiving office), it 
was backstamped again by the despatching office and returned to the sending office which added its 
receiving backstamp. The sender either received the card by post or was notified by some other post
office card or form that the money had not been paid. Thus on representing himself at the post-office 
he could obtain repayment and the card would be endorsed to this effect. In this case the coupon would 
not be detached and the card would be cancelled with a handstamp reading "VYPLACHEN" (Paid out). 
Examples of complete unpaid cards are not often seen, but complete 'Telegraph" card from Armavir 
to Tver is illustrated as Fig. 5. 

•Telegraph Money Transfer Cards' 
These are headed "PEREVOD NO TELEGRAFU" (Transfer by Telegraph)-see Fig. 5-but 

are otherwise similar to normal Money Transfer Order cards. A charge extra to the 2 % was made at 
the time_ of sending, and extra stamps added. This extra charge was presumably for the recipient to 
be notified by telegram when the card was received at his nearest post-office and was therefore based on 
the number of words as given in his name and address. · 

There was also a dual purpose card headed merely ''PEREVOD" (Transfer) with the method 
(by Post or by Telegraph) inserted by hand in the space below-see Fig. 6 on p. 11 of central illustrations. 
These cards are less common, but there are some recorded in Rossica (e.g. No. 65, opposite p.4; No. 76/77, 
pp. 98, 101, 102). 

Sometimes a normal Money Transfer Order card was adapted for Telegraphic use by a manu
script alteration, presumably when printed Telegraphic cards were not available. 

There was, however, a third type of Telegraphic card, headed "'SLUZHEBHYI PEREVOD" 
(Official Transfer), which was used to transfer money from one Post Office Savings Bank account to 
another. • I can record only one such card-Fig. 7-franked with thirty-two SR stamps for· a 160R rate 
transferring lOOOR. It is possible, since no Post Office Savings Bank Account Number has been filled 
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THE POS,.A.L 5A\/INGS BANK. 

- . .::I'----...__ -------r--- ---

C6eperaTeJibH~ KaP'fOllKII, 38DOJIH~SI DOIITOBblMH Map- . 

KaMH, npHHHM8JOTCSI BO BKJ18Jl&I BC°h~ rocy)J&PCTBeHHYMH 

c6eperaTeJlbHLIMH KaCCUIH, . _ ltOH OTKpYTY npH yqpelK,lleHfflXo 

f ocy.zuipmeeearo 6aHKa, K8SH&qeA~, dQtttoBO•Te.llerpacj>

HblX'b H TaMO>KeHHblX'I, yqpeQeBiSIX'&, np ynpaBJJeBiSIX'h H 

MHOfHX'b CTaHuiHX'h K8SeHHbtX1, >KeJl'BSHHXo JlOporo H npH 

Hi;KC>i>PhlXo BOnOCTHblX1> npaB.lleHim B1>.. CH6upH. 
~I" . 

Ha BKn8JU,I, BHeCeHHble B'b 1 ocyJUlpcTBeHHblH c6epera-

TMbHblH KaCCbl c6eperaTeJll,HWff KapTOllK&MH, uaqHcnHeTCSI, 

K8K'b Ha BKn8JU,I, BHOCHMble HanH11HblllH JleHbf8MH, 3'1.to npoueHTa 

(Ha 100 py6. 3 py6. 60 KOO. B1;, rOA'b). 

SEE 

MG.'3 
Oi'POSliE 



71.{E P05"TAL SAVINGS BAN~. (DR. R.:J".CER£.SA) 

H~ s-ry KapTOqKY HaKAeHeaiotc~ nOlffOBblH MapKH B'h 

10 KOD°keK'b. 
, , 

KapTOqKH, Ha KOTOphlSI HaKneeHO JleCSITHKOJrkeqHblX'b M8p0K'b 

pOBHO Ha so aeon., opHHHll&IOTCSI BO BKJ18Jlbl c6eperaTeJibHhlX'b 

KaCC'b, KaK'b H8JIHIIHhlSI Jlem,ru. 

Ha uproeu<y He JlOJDKllbl HaKJleHBaTbCSI DO'ITOBblSI M8pKH 

pasopeaHHlilfl, sana'IK8HHLHI HJIH HHhlM'b cnoco6oM'b HCDOp

. 'leHHblH. TaKiSI HCDOp'leHHbUI 118pKH c6eperate11LHblMH Ka C8MH . . 
He opHHIUlalOTCR • 

• G6EPErATEnbHA8 KAPTOYKA 
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fo on the card, that the sender, in this case, did. not have an account but wanted to pay into a number~ · 
account. Payment of 1020R may have been made over the counter (the full amount plus 2%) and two 
hundred and four 5R stamps may have originally been fixed to the card! There are no arrival markings 
on the card illustrated, and the coupon is intact. Likewise there are no indications of it having been 
returned, so this card must have been lost in transit. The card indicates, on the front of the coupon, 
that notification might have been made by telegraph; the manuscript notation to the left of the control 
·rabel, which appears to read 30/160, may mean that 3 % was charged for this service and that the 
telegraph charge was 130R. This card is printed in green on buff card whereas Telegraph Money Trans
fer Cards are usually printed in red on buff card. 

Parcel Receipt Cards 
Here again there are three basic types of card; standard, insured and cash-on-delivery. The 

standard card, the one most frequently met with , has the heading "SOPROVODITELNYI ADRES" 
(Accompanying address) followed by "K POSYLK YE" (for the parcel) and " BEZ TSYENY" (without 
value-i.e. not insured) on successive lines above the spaces for the name and address of the recipient. 
The general format is very similar to the money transfer cards, hence much of the confusion, but these 
cards are usually printed in black on pink or buff card or in red on buff card. Stamps to the value of 
the charge raised were attached to the right-hand side of the card and on the back where there was also 
an extension panel for extra stamps. The 'cut-off' coupon' on the left had a space for the name and 
address of the sender and notes on the contents were often added either on the front under the address 
or on the back of the coupon. The cards have the same space for a Control Label and spaces for post 
office cancellation both next to these and on the back of the coupon . . The major difference in com
parison with the money transfer cards is the presence of a space for entering the weight of the parcel and 
below this a table for entering the charges and the final total. Standard Cards have two or three entries 
printed in the charge panel, such as "VYESOV" (weight) and "OOSTA V" (delivery), but as a rule a 
single entry is made in the column to cover the charge both for weight and distance sent; charges for 
insurance and C.0.D. were not entered on this type of form. Quite often no details of the calculation 
are entered on the form, only the final total. A typical example is given in Fig. _8. 

The procedure for sending a parcel was as follows:-
1. The parcel was weighed and the charges calculated after the sender h'.id filled in the name and 

address of recipient and sender, etc. on the card supplied. 
2. Stamps to the total of the charge were added and cancelled, and strikes applied on the front 

and back of the card as for money transfer cards. 
The card was probably enclosed within a 'pocket' attached to the parcel but examples are 
seen which indicate that the card was folded and attached by a threaded string to the parcel, 
perhaps when . there was a shortage of pockets. 

J. The parcel was sent to the office nearest the addrefJS of the re.:ipient and the delays between 
dates of sending and arrival indicate the use of a s1ower parcel post rather than the normal 
letter mail. 

4. The card was removed from the parcel, ( but how was the latter later identified?), back stamped 
to show date of receipt and sent by ordinary· post to the addressee. (Sometimes the cards 
are readdressed. and additional transit strikes applied to the back of the card at intermediate 
offices). 

5. On presenting the card at the post office (with some other identification?) the recipient would 
exchange it for the parcel and would be given the cut-off coupon. Before receiving the parcel, 
the addressee was usually required to sign the back of the card to indicate receipt, and the 
card would be backstamped before despatch to the sending office. · 

6. On the return of the card to the sending office it would be backstamped again and presumably 
held at the office against any query of delivery. Eventually the card would be sent to the 
archives where presumably the stamps were mutilated by punching holes through them, 
pierced with a pencil, cut with scissors Qr other such maltreatment. In general, only com
plete cards from' parcels that were neither returned to the sender nor delivered have their 
stamps intact. Money Transfer Cards also have a receipt section on the back headed "SPU
ZHEBNYYA OTMYETKI" (forOfficial Use) but a control number is not usually added 
whilst it is invariably completed in the case of Parcel Receipts. 
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Insured cards omit the wording "BEZ TSYENY" (without value) and in its place is "TSY ANNOY 
NA" and a ruled tablet for inserting the insured value, see Fig. 9. (complete and not delivered). 

When the parcel had to be paid for on delivery across the post office counter, a special C.O.J). 
Parcel Receipt Card was used. These were similar to the Insured cards, printed in black on yellow or 
buff card, but with an added line under the insured value headed "NALOZHENNYI PLA TEZH" (Cash 
on Delivery) and with "ZA NAL. PL." and sometimes in addition "ZA ZAKAZ" (registration) added 
to the list of charges, as in Fig. 10. (For the label on the Fig. 10 form, see also Fig. 8 of the article on 
Registered Mail in this Journal-cover 9 (a) therein.-Ed.). 

The charges for insurance are not easily calculated from the available. examples but the C.O.D. 
charge is clearlj 2 % of the C.O.D. amount to be collected. Insured cards are less common than the 
standard cards, and C.O.D. cards are the scarcest. On the whole, parcel receipts are about twice as 
scarce as Money transfer cards. (Collectors of Ukraine covers may have come across C.O.D. covers 
with green labels, similar to registtation labels but inscribed "ZA NAL. PL." These covers have very 
high frankings equal to 2 % of the cash contents, presumably bonds or other securities which could be 
transmitted by letter rather than parcel post. · This usage has not been recorded outside of Poltava, 
Ekaterinoslav and other districts in the Ukraine. 

Summary 
The above data should enable the various types of card to be identified and their basic usage under

stood. There are many other aspects, however, where further collaborative comparative research and 
discussion is needed before the full story is available, such as:-

-additional manuscript marking, crayon numerals, etc. 
-distinct variants of the forms for use in the Ukraine (see Fig. 11 on p. 12 of central illustrations) 

and the Kuban, for which regional parcel receipt cards are known, but district money transfer 
cards ought to exist, possibly other regions also used district cards? 

-the P-T Okrugs supplying the cards and detail differences between them, such as the sequence 
of items for totalling, ·etc. 

-cards with imprinted stamps (see item 6 in Registered Mail article earlier in this Journal.-Ed). 
-compensation, and arrangements for return .in the event of non-delivery and correspondence 

to the Research Superintendent on these and related subjects is invited from all members. 

~ 

AN OUTSTANDING ITEM FROM AZERBAIJAN 

Dr. R. J. Ceresa 

As will be seen from my article earlier in this Number on M.T.O. and Parcel Receipt cards, the 
'partial entire' from the collection of our member D. W. Levandowsky described on p.13 of B.J.R.P. 51 
(and illustrated therein) should have been described as a Parcel Receipt Card, not as a Money Transfer 
Card. 

This fascinating and_ outstanding item does not appear to fit the usual system. There is no sign 
of the parcel not having been delivered, and therefore of having been returned to sender (the address 
has not been scored through, as was the normal practice in that event). 

Rates at time of despatch ruled even when they changed during transit, which must often have 
been the case. Errors in calculation (such as ½ % being calculated instead of 2 %) have not been recorded 
as being corrected at the recipient office. The message explaining the situation was presumably rather 
lengthy and overflowed the space provided so, when it was cut off, that portion of the card which listed 
the charges as well as some or part of the stamps were also removed. 

Another unexplained feature of this item is the manuscript marking on the back being partially 
under the kopek stamps initially applied (which incidentaUy would have been used at 100 times face 
value at this period). 
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THE WESTERN REGIONS OF THE U.S.S.R., 1939-1941 

Allan S. Waugh 

1. Introrluction 
This are::i., stretching from the Arctic Ocean to the Black Sc::i., was the scene of great political and 

social changes resulting from the 1914-18 war, the Civil struggles 1918-21, and the .1939-45 war. These 
changes are reflected in the territorial boundaries and, of course, in the Postal systems. Little appearing 
to have been writt:;n upon the subject, this is an attempt to assess the Philatelic impact d.uring the years 
1939 to 1941 when Soviet Russia regained most of what had been lost in 1920. Material is not plentiful, 
but is of absorbing interest, illustrating how the Soviet Postal Authorities handled the problems of postal 
communication in the different areas as they were taken over to become parts of the U.S.S.R. The story 
is far from complete apd some is only conjecture; let others come forwarcl. if they will, and fill the gaps. 
For a complete picture it will be necessary to take as our starting point th:; ye::i.r 1914. 

In 1914 the West of the Russian Empiro inclucl.ed the Grand Duchy of Finland; the Baltic coast
line down to the River Nieman ( excluding Memel) divided into the Gubiernas of Estland, Livonia, Kur
land, and Kovno; the heartland. of Poland, and in the south cxtend.ed via Volhynia and Podolia toBessar
abia to the River Pruth, and the Danube estuary. 

The 1914-18 war, th:; Revolution, the civil wars, and the effects of intervention (both by the allied 
and the central powers), left Finland and Poland. as independent states, while the Baltic provinces became 
republics economically linked to Western Europe. At the pc::i.ce-making a "cordon sanitaire" was 
created in Eastern Europe to ward off the spread of Bolshevism; this was to give rise to much bitterness 
and have far reaching effects during the next two decades. In 1919 the frontier betw~n Soviet Russia 
and Poland was defined as the so-called "Curzon Line" which left Byelorussia and th(! Ukraine intact. 
However the Polish war of 1920 resulted in large areas being ceded to Poland. by an exhausted Russia. 
Polish nationalists under General Zeligowsky also occupied Vilna (ancient capital of Lithuania) at this 
time; this was to generate an.imosty between these two countries, so much so that their frontier was 
•virtually closed from then on. In 1918 the Kingdom of Rumania occupied the former Russian gubierna 
of Bcssarabia on the collapse of the Russian forces and., besid.es, anncx-Jd. the are::i. including the former 
Austro-Hungarian province of Bukovina with its considerable Ukrainian populace in an enlarged 
Rumania. 

It is interesting to reflect that for many towns in these areas, such as the Western Ukraine for 
instance, no less than 8 changes of authority took place in the three yc:u s 1918-21. These included 
Tsarist, Soviet, Ukrainian Nationalist, German-Austrian, Local Soviet, Polish, and so on, as armies 
swung back and forward over the harrassed land; a similar fate was to be suffered twenty years later. 
Nevertheless, we have a perfect field for the Postal Historian; the complications of authority, postal 
rates, paper currency, etc., have no parallel . Readers may recall the details of East Galician mail, dis
cussed by Ron Knighton on pp. 102 et seq. in B.J.R.P. 6, as an example ofthis complexity. 

The frontier with Russia for the next two de::ades therefore ran down Western Karelia to within 
twenty miles of Leningrad, and then almost in a straight line, excluding the Baltic states and. severing 
the Western districts of Bydorussia and of the Ukraine before turning Eastwards to the Black Sea and 
excluding Bessarabia. 

2. 1939 Western Byelorussia and Western Ukraine 
On 24th August, 1939 the German-Soviet ]'re::i.ty of Non-aggre;;sion was signed in Moscow. A 

secret clause to this treaty determined the areas of occupation in Poland should Germany invade the 
latter nation. This event took place in the September, and accordingly Soviet forces occupied Western 
Byelorussia and Western Ukraine to the line of the Rivers Bug and San, which was virtually the old 
"Curzon Line" of 1919. In April 1940 a special commemorative set of 5 stamps designed by Dubassov 
and Pomansky was issued by the Soviet Postal authority for the liberation of these lands and showed 
scenes of Soviet troops welcomed by the · populace, 

For Western Byelorussia, we have an interestiJ)g account of the postal organisation in the newly 
liberated region published in "Soviet Philately," May 1970 issue, written by L. Kolosov. 'The postal 
department at Minsk provided Soviet postage stamps, stationery, and other postal material fo the value 
of 2,600,000 Roubles. The organisation of postal communication was quickly undertaken in the chief 
towns of the area, but it was found that, due to the absence of cancellers with Soviet symbols, it was 
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necessary to bring into temporary use the old Polish postmarks to indicate that postage had been paid 
by correspondents where no stamps were available, and to obliterate stamps where these had been applied. 
This procedure was observed at the following centres: Grodno, Volkovsk, Lida, Pinsk, Brest-Litovsk, 
Baranovichi, Luninets, and Novgrudok. Where there was an absence of stamps and the old Polish 
cancels were used, the postmarks were further endorsed in manuscript "Renumeration Prepaid, Soviet 
Postal Mark." In Grodno, which was liberated on 20th September, 1939, this system was in use for 
one month. The article illustrates some of these old Polish cancels, one used on an envelope with 15k 
Soviet stamp of April 1939 "Women's record-breaking Far Eastern Flight" series cancelled Luninets 
(but, of course, in Polish: Luninicc) 23 IX 39; another from the same locality used without postage stamps 
dated 30 XI 39, finally, one from Grodno date<l. 17.10.39, spelt as Brodno on the Polish cancel. 

It could reasonably be presumed that a similar state of affairs existed in the Western Ukraine. 
The author has an example from Rovno dated January 1940 and cancelling an 80k stamp of the Februar) 
1938 issue for the North Pole Expedition series; this indicates that these postmarks were in use for some 
time-. Examples on Soviet definitives of the 1938-39 period are more usually s:en than commemorative 
issues; Polish postmarks on Soviet stamps are well worth the trouble to find . By 1940-41 standard 
Soviet cancellors with star plus hammer and sickle motif had been fully introduced, even in small local
ities. The author's collection holds a specimen from Syanki in th.: Dragobych region on the frontiu 
railway between Lvov and Uzhgorod; this small settlement was actually on the Soviet-German demar
cation line of 1939, and perhaps symbolically, the cover with Soviet definitives is dated 22nd June, 1941. 

3. 1940 The Baltic States 
In the Autumn of 1939, mutual aid and trade pacts were signed between the three Baltic states 

and. the Soviet Union, under which the latter acquired military and naval bases. In the second half of 
June 1940 the three states were fully occupied by U.S.S.R. During July, as a result of changes in the 
respective governments, agreement was reached for each country to become a full union republic within 
the U.S.S.R. on 2nd August , 1940. 

Estonia 
The postmarks of this northernmost Baltic state, consisting of double ring cancels of uniform 

design with EESTl (Estonia) dt the base, two solid maltese crosses, and the post office at the top, con
tinued in use for many months after 2nd August, 1940. They were in us-:: as late as March 1941 and 
in many localities up to the time of the German invasion. A series of four stamps .had been issued under 
the authority of the Estonian Republic in the Summer of 1940 for the centenary of the use of Postage 
stamps. The design was a pigeon and. aircraft with the dates 1840-1940. Only this issue continued in 
use after the occupation, and well into 1941; examples can be found from quite small ofti.ce3, making an 
interesting sideline. Enough were available in fact to be used C.T.O .. when the first Bi-lingual postmark 
with Soviet star plus hammer and sickle motif was introduced at Tallinn-Sad am (harbour) on 1 st Novem
ber 1940. Postage stamps of the U.S.S.R. were gradually introduced into Estonia in the Autumn and 
Winter 1940-41, and many of the current commemoratives can be found cancelled by the above-mentioned 
Estonian postmarks. In the author's collection are 1938 Red Army, 1939 New York exhibition, 1940 
Liberation of Western Ukraine series, Timiryazev commemoratives, Agricultural Fair, etc. These pene
trated to the islands of Dago and Oesel and make an interesting collection. 

Postage stamps of the U.S.S.R. were only slowly introduced. into Estonia. A single series of 
four values of the old issuing authority plus all the old postmarks continued in use for many months, 
in many cases up to German invasion. New postmarks when introduced were Bi-lingual in both Estonian 
and Russian, and have continued in this form to this day. 

Latvia 
Of the three Baltic states, Latvia was the most left wing politically. Lettish Rifle Regiments 

took part in the events of 1917 and saw action on behalf of the Soviets in the Civil Wars that followed. 
Soviets were set up in Riga in 1917 and again after German occupation in 1919. The country was incor
porated into the HS.S.R. on August.2nd, 1940. The current Latvian definitives, small format, showing 
the arms of the three provinces Latgale, Kurzeme-Vidzeme, and Zemgale, valued in Santi and Lats, 
continued in use with the old cancels postmarking the stamps. Such stamps date-stamped after 2nd 
August 1940 were under Soviet auspices and this arrangement continued into early 1941. Alone of 
the Western regions, Latvia prepared and issued a speciall;y designed series of 13 values from 1 Sant to 
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5 Lats featuring the new Soviet arms of the Republic with rising sun, hammer and sickle, wreath of corn, 
and inscribed "Latvian Peoples Socialist Republic." A spe;:;ial Bi-lingual cancel with hammer and sickle 
motif inside the letters "CCCP" was prepared for Riga, and is found on cancelled-to-order specimens 
dated 20.12.40, the probable day of issue. This particular mark carries the letters A N; a similar mark 
with letter B was used. on ordinary mail. Harder to find, but of greater interest, are the same stamps 
used in other localities; these are found cancelled with the old Latvian postmarks. It is an interesting 
exercise to complete this issue postally used, some valuc3 being ram in this state. Soviet postage stamps 
.do not appear to have been used in Latvia prior to the German invasion. Latvia then continued with 
the original definitives, using the single ring postmarks with the town or office at the top and Latvijas 
(Latvia) at the base with the date between two parallel bars across the centre. A special series of Soviet 
arms stamps was issued, and a Soviet type cancel introduced for Riga. After the liberation in 1944, 
Soviet type Bi-lingual cancels, and Soviet postage stamps, came into use. The Riga cancel was much 
used on C.T.O. material in the post-war period. 

Lithuanfa 
The inter-war problems of Lithuania were complicated by the fact that th,::: ancient capital Vilna 

was occupied by the Poles in 1920, so that the republic had a "temporary" capital at Kaunas (formerly 
Kovno) for nearly twenty years. One of the consequences of the Soviet move into Eastern Poland in 
September 1939 was that Vilna was handed back to Lithuana, an act which gave much satisfaction to 
the latter nation. For the occasion, Lithuana issued. a special imperforate miniature sheet inscribed 
in Latin characters "City of Vilna capital of Lithuana restored," the threo stamps thereon were valued 
at 1.05 Litai, and the block sold for 2 Litai. Copies can be found with the dates1amp Vilna 23.8.40, 
after Lithuana became a Soviet Republic in the U.S.S.R. lhe incorporation took place as with the other 
Baltic states on 2nd August, 1940. The current definitive issue of Lithuana in national allegorical designs 
of small format can be found used well into 1941, cancelled with the small doubb ring postmarks of the 
.former regime. 

Seven values of thes-e definitives from 2 cents to 50 cents were overpintcd with the fotters "L. T.S.R." 
and the date "1940.7.21" in blu:: on some valuts and red on the others. Tb.is da.te is the occupation 
day prior to application being made to join the U.S.S.R. by the pro-Soviet local authority. Lithuanian 
stamps so overprinted continued in me with existing small double ring cancel8 up to 1941, alongside: 
Soviet postage stamps although unlike Estonia few of these appear to have be-en used. The author 
has a 1 Rouble of the 20th Red Army anniversary is-;ue of 1938 cancelled at Vilna 12.1.41 with a large 
double ring cancel inscribed in I ithuanian "Vilnios." Thi'> cancellor must have been prepared after the 
return of Vilna in September 1939; it is without the Soviet emblem. Cancels in thi~ style do not appear 
to have been superceded by regular Soviet type postmarks until after the final liberation in 1944. 

4: 1940. Bessarabia and Bukovina 
These two regions had been in Rumanian hands since 1918. Bukovina had been part of the old 

Austro-Hungarian Empire being the South-Western region of the Galicia province, but had. significant 
Ukrainian populations. On 28th June, 1940 both these regions were occupied by the U.S.S.R. By a 
decree of the Soviet Praesidium on 2nd August, Bessarabia was united with parts of the Soviet Union 
adjoining to form the Moldavian S.S.R.; Northern Bukovina with the Khotinsk, Akkerman, and Ismail 
districts of Bessarabia were included in the Ukrainian S.S.R. As the current Rumanian d.efinities carried 
the portrait of the ruling monarch, and. other issues were of a highly nationalistic natute, i.e. ideologically 
unsuited to the new owners, none has been found used in these areas after the occupation. Soviet postage 
stamps will presumably have been introduced, but philatelic material of this period is very rare; doubt
less there would be a period until the Soviet postal authorities organised a postal system similar to the 
Western Byelorussian experience. If any philatelist has Soviet stamps or, better still, covers with Latin 
type town names such as Chisenau, Tighina, Cernauti, postmarked after 2nd August, 1941, the author 
will be interested in details. 

5. Finland 
The war between Finland and the Soviet Union which began on November 30th, 1939 and ended 

on 12th March, 1940, left the U.S.S.R. with parts of Western Karelia over and above that which had 
been demanded. as a safeguard. to Leningrad the previous October. Unlike other areas, these regions 
had no significant Slav population; all the inhabited places, including the largest town of Viborg, were 
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completely evacuated by the Finns. The Soviet armies used their own Field Post service, largely of 
stampless covers and cards cancelled with unit numbers, as in the War of 1941-45. There does not seem 
to be any evidence of any special civil facilities. Neither has the author observed any philatelic material 
emanating from the short-lived Finnish Peoples Republic, which was organised on captured Finnish 
territory at Terijoki, under Otto Kriusinen in November 1939. Although this authority had. a full com
pliment of Ministers, it does not appear to have had time for the publicity possible by postage stamps 
before being wound up in March 1940. 

6. 1941-45 War and Final Settlement 
The German invasion of 22nd June, 1941 over-ran all the territory gained in the previous two 

years and when the tide fi.rially turned, further boundary changes resulted. 
In the far North, Petsamo and the surrounding area were transferred to the U.S.S.R. and reverted 

to the original name of Pechanga; this gave the U.S.S.R. a common frontier with Norway. Other 
boundary changes occurred in Western Karelia, the frontier now running to the west of Lake Ladoga 
almost in a straight line to the Gulf of Finland. Viborg and Sortavala became Russian, while many 
of the smaller localities were renamed by the Soviet authorities. The Baltic states reverted to full union 
republics as in 1941, Lithuania receiving the former German port of Memel which was renamed Klaipeda. 
The frontier with Poland underwent modification with the Suvalki area going to Poland. 

Former German East Prussia was divided between Poland and the U.S.S.R., the U.S.S.R. taking 
the smaller area around Kongisberg (which was renamed Kaliningrad after the then President of the 
U.S.S.R., Mikhail Kalinin). This triangular region between the River Niemen and a line from Vistytis 
to the Gulf of Danzig was made part of the R.S.F.S.R. The names of all the localities were changed
for instance Insterburg to Chernyakovsk, Tilsit to Sovetsk, Gumbinnen to Gusev, Friedland to Druzhba, 
Eylau to Bagrationovsk, and so on, a happy hunting ground for the postmark enthusiast. New post
marks were slow iii · making an appearance for these areas, as shown by the illustration in B.J.R.P. 48 
of a cover from the Harry Von Hoffman collection. This shows Soviet stamps cancelled with the old 
German postmark of Konigsberg as late as June 1946; no doubt this example could be duplicated for other 
towns. 

The area of Eastern Czechoslovakia, with a significant Ukrainian population and known as Car
patho-Ukraine, was joined to the Ukraine SSR in 1945. Bukovina and Bessarabia were once more 
incorporated into the Moldavian and Ukrainian SSR's, as in 1941, without further boundary changes 
with neighbouring Rumania. 

Material from these sensitive frontier areas is difficult to find, but it can be rewarding to collect 
the evidence in postmarks of the changes that took place (in particular the renaming of Finnish, German, 
Polish and Rumanian towns whose previous were unacceptable to the new owners). Finally it may 
intrigue some readers to record that the Napoleonic battlefield of Eylau (1807) is now named after the 
Emperor's Russian opponent General Bagration, while Insterburg is now renamed in honour of Marshal 
Chernyakovsky who was killed storming the town. Thus does the wheel of history move full circle. 

SOVIET VARIETIES 
H. Norwood 

In my article on Soviet varieties in B.J.R.P. 50, I allowed errors to pass in two places for which 
I apologise. . 

(a) "800th Anniversary of Moscow" issue, 10k. the sizes should read 1st printing 33 x 48mm and 
33.5 x 49mm; 2nd printing 33 x 48mm. · 

(b) Printing screens used in Soviet photogravure stamps: No. 1214 should have been included 
in the first list and not in the second. 

It should also have been stated that the lists included only commemorative stamps. Of the defin
itives, Nos. 847f and 847fa belong to the first list, and 561 to the second. 

Mr. A. S. Waugh has shown me a copy of a Norwegian publication which list Nos. 1154 and 1155 
of the types in my second list. 
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ART POSTAL S-TATIONERY POSTCARDS, 1971-1974 

H. Norwo:>d 

Over the past twenty years or so in the USSR. there has been an increasing use of postal 
stationery picture postcards bearing a very wide range of pictures. These are now of quite high quality 
and are sold at 1 kop. (or in a very few cases 2 kop.) above the cost of the stamp. These cards bear a 
facsimile of a definitive stamp in current use, usually in a different colour, and charged at the rate for 
internal mail (3 kop. for surface mail and 4 kop. for airmail). 

Such cards, however, leave little room for a message; on 12th April, 1971 the first of a new series 
of postal stationery cards was issued in which one side is blank, a picture or design occupies the left half 
of the address side and in the upper righthand corner is a pictorial stamp in a design not used for any 
adhesive. These cards are all commemorative; they are sometimes issued at the same time as a pictorial 
postal stationery envelope commemorating the same event, and are sometimes issued both mint and with 
a commemorative cancellation. Most are franked for internal airmail (4 kop.) and all are sold at 1 kop. 
above the postal rate. Up to July 1974 nineteen were issued and no more until May 1975. The cards 
are officially described as "one-sided art stamped postcards with new stamps" and are now sought after 
by Soviet collectors, some of the ·eadier issues already becoming scarce. 

In the list that follows, all cards are printed by offset-lithography on chalky paper and have the 
printers imprint and markings for the address and postcode in black unless otherwise described. 

It will be noted that Order Nos. are sometimes common to more than one card, which is under
standable, but in one instance (cards 12 and 13) the serial number is the same. This may have been a 
printing error. 

1. 12th April 1974. "lOth Anniversary of the first man in space" 
The illustration is a portrait in brown of Y. A. Gagarin from a drawing by A. Yar-Kravchenko. 
The stamp, designed by R. Strelnikov, shows the space-ship "Vostok" against a background 

symbolising the cosmos with a laurel leaf to the left; below is a ribbon inscribed "lOth anniversary of 
the first flight in space by a man." 

4k. purple , grey and blue. 49 x 20mm framed. 
The printers imprint and markings are in blue. 
Card No. A 03905 19/111-71. MTG. Order 2532. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative First Day cancellation of the Moscow Foreign Post Office in red and 

in black, and in black only of the Moscow Head. Post Office, Gagarin, Zvezdni Gorodok and Kaluga. 
Designed. by V. Kozlov. 

See p.12 of central illustrations for a cancelled example of this card. 

2. 8th August 1971. International Geochemical Congress, Moscow. 
The illustration, designed by Y. Aniskin, is a portrait of V. I. Vernadski in brown against a blue 

background with the words printed in red. "Geochemistry is the history of the chemical-elements of 
our planet" V. I. Vernadski. 

The stamp, designed by R. Strelnikov, shows a globe, an atomic model, symbols of chemical 
elements (Fe, W, Na, Ce) against a scroll with a symbolic design of a section of the earth'.s surface through 
a volcanic region; to the left of this is the Moscow Lomonosov University where the congress was held. 
There is also a commemorative text and the English letters IAGC. 

4k. Blue, red., olive and yellow. 52 x 20mm framed. 
Card No. A 09767 28/IV 1971. MPFG. Order 16757. 
50,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black of Moscow B-234 20-25.VII.71, also bearing 

the English letters IAGC. Designed by A. Medvedev. 

3. · 16th August 1971. 18th Limnological Congress 
Designed by A. Aksamit. 
The picture shows a lake over which ducks are flying with the sun as a background. Grey-black 

and yellow-green. 

BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY No. 52 Page 25 



Most of the stamp is taken up by a stylised representation of a lake, containing freshwater 
flora and fauna, surrounded by woodlands. To the left of this is the congress emblem containing the 
English letters SIL in the middle, surmounted by the sailing ship which crowns the spire of the Ad
miralty building in Leningrad, a symbol of the town where the congress was held. 

4k. Blue, olive and black. 52 x 21mm. 
The card. is marked 14/VI 1971. MPFG. Ord.er 16757. 
100,000 issued.. 
There is a commemorative cancellation used from 19th to 26th August 1971 of Leningrad Head 

Post Offi.ce in violet and in black. The violet hand.stamp was used on days when the congress was in 
session at a post office for outgoing mail in the Taurid.e Palace where the congress was held. Designed 
by A. Korneyev. 

4. 28th March 1972. Centenary of the First Russian Postcard 
Designed by R. Strelnikov. 
The illustration is a decorative inscription "100th Anniversary of the First Russian Postcard,. 

in red surrounded by an olive coloured ornamental design. The card itself is pale greenish-yellow; 
variety-very pale yellow card. 

The stamp shows crossed posthorns and thunderbolts. 
4k. Red, green, olive-brown and light .brown. 48.5 x 18.5mm. 
The card is marked 24/1 1972. MPFG. Order 17784. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black of Moscow K-365. 

5. 26th May 1972. 25th Anniversary and 6th Congress of the All-Union Society "Znaniye" 
Designed by R. Strelnikov. 
The illustration in red and green is a symbolic design representing electron orbitals, an osciHo

scope, industry and the monument to astronauts all overlapping. "VI Congress of the All-Union Society 
Znaniye." 

The stamp shows the Znaniye emblem of a torch over an open book inscribed "25th anniversary 
of the All-Union Society Znaniye" with designs symbolising science, industry and agriculture. 

4k. Green, pink, purple and grey. 50 x 19.5mm framed. 
Card No. A 03246 10/11 1972. MPFG. Order 17784. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black of Moscow K-73 20-22.VI.72. Designed by 

L. Partsia. 

6. 9th August 1972. European Sub-aquatic Racing Championships 
Designed by N. Shevtsov. 
The illustration is a mermaid with two tails within a double circle, all in red, the emblem of the 

World Confederation of Sub-aquatic Activities. Superimposed are stylised waves in blue and the whole 
contained in a blue rectangular frame with the title of the confederation along one side in Russian and 
along the other in blue. 

The stamp shows an underwater swimmer, and on the left of him the championship gold medal 
and laurel leaves with Moscow 1972 underneath. 

3k. Blue, red, gold and black. 49.5 x 19.5mm framed. 
Card No. L48718 24/11 1972. MPFG. Order 17784. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation of Moscow E-58 in black which was used in a post office 

opened for the championships on the days when they were taking place, 15th, 16th, 17th and 19th August. 
Designed by Y. Artsimenev. . 

7. 22nd September 1972. 30th Aon~versary of Air Squadron "Normandy-Nieman" 
Designed by Y. Aniskin. · · 
The illustration consists of the emblem of the squadron, a red shield bearing in gold two lions with, 

above, the words "Normandy-Nieman" in Russian characters and, below, a forked arrow in white. 
To the right is a red five-pointed star bearing a hammer and sickle. All this is against a background in 
blue-grey of an aerial combat watched by two men. 
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The stamp shows four "Yak-3" fighters flying in close formation with "Normandy-Nieman" in 
upper left and the dates 1942, 1945 in lower left. There are two varieties of the multicoloured stamp, 
(a) brown aircraft against clouds and. sky in which pink and purple predominate and "Normandy
Nieman" in white; (b) green aircraft against clouds and sky in which blue and grey tones predominate 
and "Normandy-Nieman" in blue. 

4k. 44 x 17.5mm framed. 
Card No. L49271 8/VI 1972. MPFG. Order 17784. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation of Moscow 1-157 26.XI.1972 in black which includes 

the emblem of the squadron but with the words "Normandie-Niemen" in French. It was used in a post 
office opened in the Soviet Army Central Building during the reunion of veterans of the "Normandy
Nieman" squadron. Designed by Y. Aniskin. 

8. 31 st January 1973. 50th Anniversary of Soviet Civil Airlines. Opening of Moscow-Nizhni-Novgorod 
(Gorki) Service 

Card with a varnished surface. Designed by A. Aksamit. 
The illustration is of an "AK-1" aircraft with a scroll underneath bearing a short red line between 

a star and a dot with "420km" below the line. 
The stamp shows one of the first Russian heavy aircraft, the triplane "Ilya Muromets," against 

a background with the date 1923, over the modern supersonic "TU-144" against a background with the 
date 1973. On the right is the Aeroflot emblem against a ·background of the Spaski Tower and other 
buildings. 

4k. Blue, red and greenish gold. 43 x 19.5mm. 
Card No. L50285 25/X 1972. MPFG. Order 12051. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black designed by L. Partsi of Moscow Head. Post 

Office 9.II.72, and. another also in black designed by A. Saltanov used in connection with the Philatelic 
Exhibition in Moscow to commemorate this Anniversary and dated 15-25.XII.1973 Moscow A-167. 

9. 22nd May 1973. 10th Anniversary of the First F'light by a Woman Cosmonaut. 
Designed by Y. Aniskin. 
The illustration shows the launching of a space rocket. 
The stamp bears the portrait of V. V. Nicholayeva-Tereshkova wearing a space-suit, the space

craft "Vostok-6" and a rocket at the moment of take-off. There ara also the name of the cosmonaut 
and the commemorative inscription. 

4k. Brown, red, dark blue, light blue, grey-blue and yellow. 44 x 18mm. Framed. 
Card No. L107185 26/11 1973. MPFG. Order 12351. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black dated 16-VI-73 and used at Moscow Head Post 

Office, Zvezdni Gorod.ok and Yaroslavl. Designed by Y. Artsimenev. 
10. 25th September 1973. World Peace Congress, Moscow 

Designed by Y. Levinovsky . . 
The illustration shows people on the march (the three foremost are in red and the others grey) 

and above them a large globe with the slogan "Peace-is the business of each and all", in a band across it. 
The stamp shows a · pair of hands holding an ovoid globe of the world crossed by the vertical 

stem of a stylised six-petaled flower. On the right is the inscription of the congress. 
4k. Red, blue, pale blue, grey and pink. 47 x 22.5mm. 
Card No. L94461 10/VIII 1973. MPFG. Order 12592. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black dated 25-31.X.73 usedat Moscow Head Post 

Office and at Moscow K-73. (Two hand-stampc were used at the latter post offi.ce showing minor vari-
ations). Designed by Y. Levinovsky. · 
11. 25th Septcmtcr 1973. 50th Anniversary of th~ First USSR Agricultural and Handicraft Exhibition 

Designed by A. Aksamit. · · . 
The iIIU3tration consists of a reproduction of the lk. stamp of 1923 issue:! to commemorate the 

opening of the exhibition (S. G. Type 86) enlarged to 37 x 56mm. · 
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The stamp shows V. Mukhina's sculpture of "Worker and Farm Girl" in white against a back
ground of the Moscow obelisk commemorating the conquest of space, and various buildings all in green 
and pale green. 

4k. 46.5 x 19mm. 
The printer's imprint and markings are in brown. 
Card No. L73975 18/VII 1973. MPFG. Order 12592. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black of Moscow 1-222 dated 19 VIII - 15 X 1973. 

Designed by R. Strelnikov. 

12. 25th September 1973. Birth Centenary of the Soviet Architect A. V. Shchusev. 
Designed by I. Kozlov. 
The_ illustration shows examples of architecture designed by Shchusev: Lenin's Mausoleum, the 

Komsomolskaya Station on Moscow's Metro, the Moscow Bridge, the Tashkent State Opera and Ballet 
Theatre; these are all in red, quartered around a white label bearing the words "lOOth Anniversary of 
the Birth of A. V. Shchusev." 

The stamp shows a portrait of Shchusev and Kazan Railway Station in Moscow which was built 
by him. 

4k. Green, brown and light brown. 45 x 19mm. Framed. 
Card No. L107790 13/VII 1973. MPFG. Order 12591. 
100,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black of Moscow K-9 12.Xl.73, used at a post office 

opened during a memorial meeting at the Trade Union House. Designed by Y. Kosorukov. 

13. 10th December 1973. G. Y. Bakhchivandzhi (1909-1943), Test-pilot for the first successful Soviet 
jet-plane, Bl-1. 

Printed by photogravure from woodcuts by A. Kalishnikov. The picture is a portrait of Bakh-
<:hivandzhi in black, light brown and. silver-grey. 

The stamp shows the jet-plane Bl-1. 
4k. Black, brownish-red and silver-grey. 42 x 17.5mm. 
All printing and markings are in brownish-red. 
Card No. L107790 13/VII 1973. MPFG. Order 12591. 
100,000 issued. 

14. 23rd April 1974. 30th Anniversary of the Liberation of Sevastopol from the Fascist Invaders. 
Designed by Y. Aniskin. 
The illustration is a fragment of the picture by P. Maltsev assisted by G. Marchenko and 

N. Prisekin "The Storming of the Sapun Hills 7th May 1944" showing soldiers with a red flag. From 
behind the picture on either side protrude the ribbons of the Order of Lenin and the Order of the Red 
Banner. The dates 1944 and 1974 are one on either side of the picture. 

The stamp has the Sevastopol coat of arms in the centre, a shield with a monument on the left 
and a gold star on the right. On the left of the shield is a firework display over the jetty at Sevastopol, 
and on the right are the ribbons and dates featured in the illustration and a commemorative inscription. 

4k. Red, blue, yellow and purple. 51 x 21.5mm. 
Card No. L64253 8/11-74. MTG. Order 2428. 
200,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black of the Sevastopol Head Post Office 9.V.1974. 

Designed by Y. Kosorukov. 

15. 12th May 1974. 50th Anniversary of the Caucasus Nature Reserve. 
Designed by V. Pimenov. 
The picture shows a mountainous landscape in the Nature Reserve with its name underneath, 

"'Nature Reserve. Khrebet Ayishkho. Bezimyanka Mountain." 
The stamp shows a bison in the Reserve, multi-coloured with a brown tablet on the right. 
4k. 39 x 19mm. 
Card No. L64319 18/11- 74. MTG. Order 2465. 
200,000 issued. 
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16. 6th June 1974. 175th Anniversary of the Birth of A. S. Pushkin 
Designed by N. Litvinov. 
The illustration is a framed portrait of Pushkin painted in 1827 by V. A. Tropinin. 
The stamp shows the statue of the poet sculptured by A. M. Opekushin which stands in Moscow. 

Behind the statue is a laurel wreath crossed by a goose-quill pen and above is inscribed "Alexand.r Pushkin 
1799-1873." 

4k. Lilac, blue, brown and black. 25 x 26mm. 
Card No. L64406 6/III 1974. MPFG. Order 13375 
200,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative First Day cancellation in black of Moscow Head Post Office. Designed 

by A. Saltanov. 

17. 19th July 1974. Centenary of the Universal Postal Union 
Designed by L. Sharov. 
The illustration shows a mail coach and. the launching of a cosmic communications rocket, a 

stylised globe and the date 1974 and the inscription "lOOth Anniversary of the Universal Postal Union." 
The stamp has a portion of the U.P. U. monument at Berne. On the left and right of it respect

. ively are initials of the UPU overprinted with the words Universal Postal Union in Russian and French 
respectively. 

4k. Ultramarine, light blue and pale grey-blue. 45 x 22mm. 
Card No. L64318 5/III-74. MTG. Order 2464. 
200,000 issued. 
There is a commemorative cancellation in black of Moscow Head Post Office 9.X.1974. 

18. 19th July 1974. 50th Anniversary of the Russian Society for the Preservation of Nature 
Designed by Y. Levinovksi. 
The picture symbolises "Man and. the World Around Him." Nature is represented by ash tree 

leaves, birds and squirrel in a tree, a seagull, fish in the sea, a bee on a flower. In the centre a man 
with outstretched arms and behind him a stylised factory, an aeroplane, a car ·and an atomic model. 

The stamp shows a pair of hands, palms upwards, towards a seagull against a background of 
sea with ash leaves on either side. 

4k. Blue, red, green, yellow and white. 43 x 20mm. 
Card No. L64082. 16/1 1974. MPFG. Order 13346. 
200,000 issued. 

19. 19th July 1974. 50th Anniversary of "Mosfilm" 
Designed by Y. Lerner and. A. Kovrizhkin. 
The central part of the design is the emblem of the film studio, the sculpture "Worker and Farm 

Girl" by V. I. Mukhina. On the left is "50 years" in a circle and on the right a piece of cine-film with 
a twig of laurel. 

The stamp shows a stylised cine camera with the words "50th Anniversary of Mosfilm." 
4k. Purple, silver, blue and black. 16.5 x 24mm. 
Card No. L64387. 4/III-74. MTG. Order 2494. 
200,000 issued. 
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RUSSIA GALORE 
A brief look at some recent auctions, sales, lots, &c. 

Rev. Leonard L. Tann 

In writing about sales and. auctions over the last year or so, I must undoubtedly give pride of place 
to the Kurt Adler sale in New York, August 1974. 1,377 lots of Russia, ranging from early-pre-stamp 
letters to the Soviet issues and varieties of the mid 1960s, presented a vast collection of philatelic gems 
rivalling any comparable sale in recent time. The entire sale fetched 332,093 U.S. dollars. Collectors 
may wish to get hold of a copy of the catalogue, if only to see the excellent illustrations, and to keep 
track of items in the future (Soo Note 1). · 

It is impossible to list more than a fragment of th•~ sale, but here are some of the choicest items, 
though in some cases, for reasons of space, the actual catalogue description is abbreviated. 

I. (cover) Earliest recorded. Russian cover, Mas•?yck to Paris, 11 th/22nd April 1766 ... . . . est 350-
500 . .. . . . realised 700 dollars. · 
14 other lots of early such covers followed, and another 121 lots of pre-stamp material. Then 
15 lots of No. ls on and off cover. 

145. 1858, 10k (1) large to huge margins on cover, neat '104' in square of dots and. faint red Warsaw 
pmk. Bialystock to Warsaw ...... est 225 dollars .. .... realised 525 dollars. 

146. 1858, 10k (1) on cover, large to huge margins, oval Tula pmk ...... est 225 dollars .. . ... realised 
725 dollars. 

210. 3k black and green, background of Vs on cover, with lk and.)0k on cover tied by bold boxed 
'Franco,' second strike as well, 1870 from Kishinev . . . . .. est 100-150 cl.ollars .. .. .. realised 
270 dollars. 
Many beautiful lots with nearly all known varieties represented covering 1865-1912 issues. 

275. lk-5r Romanov Jubilee, 45 items including unaccepted essays, die proofs and colour trials, &c . 
. . . . . . 1,000-2,000 dollars, realised 3,600 dollars. · 

276. Romanov issue, 5 blocks, all with part of 'Obrazetz' perforation .... . . e3t. 200 dollars . ..... re~-
ised 180 dollars. · 

279. Romanov 3k red, imperforate single, large margins and sheet margin at top . .. . .. est 125 dollars 
...... realised 280 dollars. 
Several imperfs. 7k, 10k and 2 and 3 roubles were offered too. 
Several valuable collections of cancellations were offered, including: 

328. 1902-17, mute cancellations, many very scarce such items, ...... est. 2,000-5,000 dollars ..... . 
realised 6,750 dollars. . 

334. Collection of 45 covers and cards, and 49 stamps with ship and. steamship pmks . . .... . est 200-
250 dollars .. .. .. realised 9,000 dollars (No-not a misprint-Ed.). 
Soviet issues covered a wide range of small collections, and major varieties. 

407. 1921-22 Provisional issues, collection with local ovpts. &c., inflationary items &c ...... est 
150-200 dollars .. . : . . realised 5,750 dollars · (No-again not a misprint-Ed.). 
The massive used abroad field contained many unique and wonderful items, such as: 

1020. Chinese Sinkiang. lk-7k on cover all tied by Urumchi Imperial PO pmks., seven strikes of pmk., 
registered June 22nd, 1906 to Switzerland, bearing also Chuguchak and Sergiopol transit marks, 
and Moudon arrival pmk ....... est 1,000-2,000 dollars ; .... , realised 5,250 dollars. (See 
B.R.J.P. 22, pp 698-9; Ed.). 

1105. 7k Nicholas 11-vert. pr. on native cover, with clear 'Ashikhe St. Kit. Vost. Zh. D., Nov. 7, 1913' 
to Vladivostok. . . .... est. 350-500 dollars ..... . realised 525 dollars. 

1160. Russo-Japanese War, outstanding co1lection of 65 covers and cards, showing cachets of regi-
ments, Field Hospitals, artillery brigades, &c . . ..... est. 2,000-5,000 dollars . ..... realised 
.. . ... 10,000 dollars. 

Other Items 
The South African Auction House, known to many of us, continues to offer items of Russian phil

ately, mainly first World War covers or Revolutionary period items, with the occasional Romanov proof. 
Cherrystone Stamp Centre Inc., New York (see Note 2) offered a large Russian coJlection in 

June 1975, including 4 Romanov proofs and one rejected essay of the Tsar. Each item was estimated 
at 100 dollars. 

page 30 BRITISH JOURNAL OF RUSSIA~ PHILATELY No. 52 



Price Trends 

There can be no doubt that there is an increasing interest in classic stamps and that Russia is 
developing a prestige in its own right. Price increases over the last ten years, for example, are greater 
than the inflation rate so that a real increase in value has taken place. It is worthwhile to keep an eye 
on the auctions, for this trend might well continue. 

Notes: 1. Catalogues may still be available from Robert A. Siegel, 120 East 56th Street, NY 
10022, New York, U.S.A. 

2. Cherrystone Stamp Centre Inc., 132 West 34th Street, NY 10001, New York, U.S.A. 

REVIEWS OF NEW PUBLICATIONS 

EESTI FILATELIST 1975 No. 16-17 

This 128 page, small format journal, a copy of which John Tovey has shown me is a magnificent 
collection of highly organised. articles. Space preclude& a comprehensive review, but I must mention 
especially "Estonian Forerunners" by Vambola Hurt, a 50 page listing in English of the terriotry which 
became the Republic of Estonia, giving all known periods of use of each static and mobile cancellor. 
Other articles in English concern Elva local 1941 "Esti Post" surcharge (Velto Mandvne) and forgeries 
-of Estonian issues (Peter Gleason). The remainder is largely in Estonian but the:re are sufficient notes 
in English for reference use on Tax marks, local mail box services, FPO's, Censor marks, etc. 

FRANCE-URSS PHILATELIE. Editor: G. RAMEAU 

Three further numbers of this Journal are now to hand which, in addition to the normal reviews 
-of new issues, cover the following subjects: ' 

No. 45 (85) Jan. 1975. Details of plate faults on 1891: 7R; 1904: 5, 7, 14, 70k, with appropriate 
acknowledgments to some BJRP sources. Also Azerbaijan 50R subtypes (6) plating (32 positions) 
and plate make-up, and 40, 60k, 1, 2, 5, 10, 25 and 50R numbers of stamps per sheet, total arrangements, 
etc. in tabular form. (10 and 20k included but merely conf4:ming the 400 stamps per sheet). 

No. 46 (86) April 1975. With details of Moscow "URSS-France" exhibition to be held. 7 Dec. 
1975. Also details of plate faults of 1909 issue (again BJRP acknowledgments). 

No. 47 (87) July 1975. With a report on "ARPHILA 75" in Paris where some BSRP members 
exhibited; Mr. Bojanowicz receiving a Gold medal with jury felicitations-he and Mr. Liphschutz also 
exhibited in the Court of Honour. The story of the 1909 plate faults is also continued (again BJRP 
acknowledgments), and. there is an article on the Odessa envelopes of the Red Cross Society. 

THE JOURNAL OF THE ROSS/CA SOCIETY OF RUSSIAN PHILATELY. No. 86/87. 1975. Edited 
.by Rimma Sk/arevski, 34 Wilfred Court, Towson, Md. 21204, U.S.A. 

It is a real pleasure to see a new issue of "Rossica" and to express a welcome to Rimma Sklarevski, 
who has gallantly taken over from Andrew Cronin, as Editor-in-Chief. The present volume is a thick 
one of 96 pages, well printed by photo-lithography, the type teing easily read, and the illustrations clearly 
produced. 

The contents ar.-; nicely balancec:l. between 'philatelic' and 'postal history' articles. G. V. Shalimoff 
brings a scientific mind to bear on the varnish lines ( or lozenges) which appear on the stamps of Russia 
between 1909-1923, and comes to some interesting conclusions (an article similar but not directly dupli
cating that in this B.J.R.P.-Ed.); C. de Stackeiberg writes interestingly on the perforations of Russian 
stamps, and brings up to date some very useful tables detailing perforations of all issues from 1858-1955 
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originally appearing in Rossica No. 10 (of 1932); President of the Rossica Society Gordon Torrey offers 
a most interesting article on the 1866 error ("5" for "3" background) which is all too short; P. J. Camp
bell writes about the Russian aircraft 'ANT-25' and its many flights to the Arctic; there is a reprint of 
an article by V. Mandvere from a German periodical, on "The German Occupation of Estonia 1941" 
which will interest Baltic devotees; and Edward H. Raymond writes an interesting historical article on 
a group of American doctors who assisted the Russian forces during the Crimean War, in the hope that 
a postal history item might be reported. J.- Lee Schneidman Writes on a number of forgeries and fakes 
produced during the Revolutionary P~riod; Sam Robbins reports on ."Stockholmia 1974"; Peter Gleason 
re-caps on the Dots Cancellations used in Estonia; Gordon Torrey adds some interesting notes on Tur
kestan and Azerbaijan "fantasies"; whilst a collector from Prague, Vojtech Maxa contributes some useful 
information about Russian "perfins." There is a survey of the important 1974 Auction Sales (Adler, 
Droar, and Small); Dr. Howard Weinert writes some interesting paragraphs on "The Sakhalin Dog
Sledge Mail"; and Book Reviews conclude a pleasant and useful number. 

P. T. A. 

JOURNAL OF CHINESE PHILATELY. Editor: Wing Cdr. P. I. Padget. No.119 Vol. 22 No. 6. Aug. 
1975. 

This number is taken up largely with a study of "To Pay" marks on mail to China, which seems 
to exclude mail from Russia (perhaps it was always fully prepaid, but see Rossica 83 for a survey of 
Russian postage due procedures which is relevant) and there is a useful note on a Troitzkossavsk cover 
explaining that it could be handled by Russian couriers to Kalgan following the 1858 Treaty ofTientsin. 

THE NEWS LETTER OF THE SOCIETY OF POSTAL HISTORIANS. Editor: V. Denis Vandervelde. 
POSTSCRIPT. Vol. XXVNos. 2 and 3 (whole Nos. 122 and 123); April/June 1915 and July/September 1915 

No. 2 of Postscript contains a useful summary of Austrian cancellations, based on a display by 
Bill Hamblin; also an article by Dr. A. H. Wortman on the name "St. Petersburg" and its early use in 
French and Cyrillic characters; also other interesting.matter not related to B.S.R.P. 

No. 3 contains a photo and description of a 1844 cover from Galatz to Odessa with a framed 
Reni disinfection mark and an unframed, 2 lined Reni datestamp. Two further covers are mentioned 
by the Editor as having also been recently discovered. 

••T.P.O." THE QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF THE T.P.O. AND SEA POST SOCIETY. Editor: V. 
Denis Vandervelde. Vol. 29, No. 2; Summer 1915 

In a survey of Paquebot cancellations of the world, Finland and the Baltic States arise in this 
number (the former, including the beautiful ship profiles being given 20 and the latter 80). There is also 
a note that a Persian handstamp of the inter war years, inscribed "No 2 Djoulfa-Isfahan" is likely to 
refer to Julfa, close to lsfahan, and not to Dzhulfa on the borders of Armenia. 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

Firstly we must congratulate our immediate past President, Miroslaus A. Bojanowicz, R.D.P., 
on winning the senior British philatelic award, the Medal of the Philatelic Congress of Great Britain. 
To explain the circumstances we can do no better than rely on the information given in Stamp Collecting.; 

"He is the third R.D.P. to achieve the double distinction, and only the second professional philate
list to receive this medal, which is awarded for 'services to philately in an amateur capacity'." 
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As Stamp Collecting rtimind.s us, Mr. Bojanowicz travels widely in philatelic affairs and has never 
lost an opportunity to further the cause of British Philately in the international field. He is the first British 
Vice-Chairman of the Association of International Philatelic Experts, and has built up the world's finest 
collection of Poland. 

Secondly we must again congratulate Mr. Bojanowicz for being nominated as the "Membre Corres
pondant Etranger" (Foreign correspondent) of the Academie de Philatelie de Belgique. 

Thirdly, our congratulations to Mr. Max A. Ayer for winning the grand award, first place in the 
foreign class, and the best exhibit by a member of the American Philatelic Society at the March 75 ALPEX 
Show marking the 40th anniversary of the Albuquerque (N.M.) Philatelic Society. This success was 
achieved by an entry of the postage stamps of Azerbaidjan, a subject on which Mr. Ayer wrote with 
enthusiasm in Linn's Stamp News in that same month. 

Fourthly, the following B.S.R.P. members are to be congratulated on receiving awards at the 1975 
International Exhibition in Madrid, ESPANA 1975: 

Mr. M. BOJANOWICZ, R.D.P.-Special prize for "Kingdom of Poland" in Court of Honour. 
Mr. M. BOJANOWICZ, R.o:P.-Gold medal with special prize for "Russia used in Kingdom 

of Poland." 

Mr. G. SOUTH, F.R.P.S.L.-Vermeil medal for "Finland." 
Mr. E. KOBYLANSKI-Bronze medal for "Ukraine." 

OBITUARIES 

- SERGE ROCKLING -

International Russian philately has had a very great loss-Serge Rockling has died in Paris on 
the 14th February, 1975. His name or at least that of the firm Romeko, is well known to all the collectors 
of Russian stamps. 

Born in Tiflis in December 1893, Serge Rockling studied law at the University ofDerpt (YURIEV) 
now named TARTU in Estonia. A lawyer in Tiflis during the Menshevik government in Georgia, he 
left that country for Paris where he settled in 1921. In 1922 he obtained his first licence as a stamp dealer. 
Very soon he became an authority on every aspect of the philately of Russia and of the countries stemming 
from the Russian Empire. . . 

He became an expert of international renown. His perfect knowledge of the complicated issues 
of the Caucasian republics was specially appreciated, and numbers of experts from different countries 
appealed to him in difficult cases and submitted to his judgment. Being well known in the Soviet Union, 
Soviet collectors passing through Paris often went to visit him. 

In 1927 he published the specialised catalogue of Russian Stamps; it was the first work ever to 
be published abroad on this matter. In 1956 he edited the spe:::ialised catalogue published together with 
the ''Cercle Philatelique France-U.R.S.S.," and I had the great pleasure to participate in that venture. 

I met him first in 1945. · I was a young philatelist at that time, and he guided my first steps. Very 
soon I became a friend of him and his wife, who was his faithful collaborator. I will ever consider Serge 
Rockling as my master in all that concerns Russian Philately. 

M. LIPHSCHUTZ, F.R.P.S.L., R.D.P. 

- R. ZALESKI -

We also with regret have to re:::ord the death of Mr. R. Zaleski, of Philadelphia, a member for 
some years. 
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- WILLIAM S, E. STEPHEN -

It is with the greatest regret we record the death at Aberlour, Banffshire, on 16th May, 1975, of 
a good friend, and long-time member of our Society, Bill Stephen. For some years, Bill had suffered 
from circulatory trouble:;, and his general health had 00<:n none too good. However, his sudden death 
at the age of 71 was unexpected, and came as a severe shock to his family and friends. The funeral 
service was held at the Parish Church, Aberlour, on 19th May. 

By dint of a wide and continuing correspondence with many philatelists, starting before 1950, 
Bill kept in close contact with many members of our Society, as well as with many others specialising in 
his other interests of Austria, Canada, Chile, Italy, New Zealand, and Greece. It was only a matter 
of time before Bill and the late Simon Tchilinghirian got together on their mutual interest of Russian 
issues Used Abroad. Tchilinghirian persuaded ·Bill Stephen to collaborate with him on a series of 
handbooks about the cancellations used by Russian P.O.s Abroad. This writer can assure readers that 
neither Tchilinghirian nor Bill Stephen saw initially what a huge volume of information, and what a 
tremendous amount of very hard work, awaited. them in the course of preparing the six parts of this 
comprehensive book, destined to be published betwren 1957 and 1960. "Stamps of the Russian Empire 
Used Abroad" is probably the finest work written on a facet of Russian philately, and more than deserves 
the high honour of the Crawford Medal awarded for it by the Royal Philatelic Society, London. Immedi
ately following this four years' hard work, came a further series of handbooks on Austrian Stamps Used 
Abroad to equally high standards. 

All through these years, Bill kept up a stream of correspondence, taking up queries, recording 
items, and discussing problems with literally dozens of collectors. Many must be grateful to him for 
the time and consideration he gave to their enquiries. He also found time to contribute to both our 

· own Journal, and to "Rossica." 
Bill's passing severs another link with that ene~·getic band of B.S.R.P. members of the 1950's 

who helped to place Russian philately really on the map in England. Although not so active philatelic
ally in recent years, Bill Stephen will be greatly missed in our circle. Our sympathy goes to daughter 
Nancy, son°in-law Alastair, and their . family. 

P. T. A. 

MEETING REPORTS 

Report of 129th meeting, continued from Journal No. 51. 

Mr. Norwood's Press Report and Other Matters. Mr. Norwood advised the meeting that the 
Society continued to receive coverage in the Philatelic Press. He had no further information to give 
regarding liaison with the Russian Philatelic Federation having heard nothing from them since last report'.' 
ing. He had received a number of periodicals and two books on recent Soviet issues, which he was 
passing to Mr. Joseph. 
Election of Officers and Committee: 

President: Mr. Bojanowicz having completed the customary three years relinquished this office, 
and nominated Mr. A. Droar, the present Vice-President and President-elect as his successor. 

Vice-President: Mr. Droar proposed Mr. Kellaway to this office, this was seconded and carried 
unanimously. · 

Committee and Other Officers: All offered themselves for re-election and were duly elected. 
Journal Editor: As reported under "Journal Report." 
Assistant Secretary and Programme Officer. Mr. Droar nominated Mr .. G. Stephenson for this 

new office in support of Mr. Lloyd. Mr. Stephenson would cover the London actitivies of the.Society. 
This proposal was seconded and carried unanimousty. 

Auditor: Mr. Kelion proposed the re-election of Mr. Howl to this post. All agreed. 
The B.S.R.P. Representative to the Rossica Society of America, Mr. Gordon Torrey. 
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Mr. Knighton gave a vote of thanks to Mr. Bojanowicz for his great help during threeyearsin 
office as our President, this was appreciatively supported by members present. 

Any Other Business. Mr. Knighton suggested that the Committee might examine the possibility 
of co~ducting a postal .auction. (The Committee already have before them a suggestion that auctions 
be held as part of the activity of each of the four meetings held annually). Mr. Droar agreed that the 
matter . would be considered by the Committee. 

The business of the meeting was concluded at 4.15 p.m., after which members displayed sheets 
from their collections of their own choice. 

Russia Nol used in Poland 
Soviet Issues 1920-1939 
Siberia 
Soviet pictorial cards 
Soviet Money Order forms 
Censor and Registered covers 

Mr. Bojanowicz 
Mr. Peel 
Mr. Conway 
Mr. Norwood 
Mr. Pritt 
Mr .. • Joseph 

(Note: The report in B.J.R.P. of circulated. rr:retings repo~ts as a matter of routine will now in 
the interests of economy be discontinued, so meml:ers desiring to maintain records are asked in future 
to retain their separate copies circulated. directly by Ron. Secretary.-Ed.). . 

NEWS MEMBERS 

130th Meeting: 12th April , 1975 

. A. WAGNER, 2026, 9th Avenue S, Birmingham, Alabama, 35205, U.S.A. 
(Interests: stamps and postal history of South Russia). 

131st Meeting: 31st May, 1975 

J. H. BAECHLER-TREVISAN, Hirschengraben 43, 6000-Luzern, Switzerland 
(Interests : C.A.P., Zemstvos, P.S., Airs, Cancels) reads Russian. 

GEORGE V. SHALIMOFF, 20 Westgate Drive, San Francisco, California. 94127 (U.S.A.) 
(Interests: Air, Imperials, R.S.F_. S.R., U .S.S.R.). . 

METROPOLITAN TORONTO CENTRAL LIBRARY, 214 College Street, Toronto, Canada 
(Interests : Journals only). 

Hon. Life Membership : Peter T. Ashford. 

DO YOU WISH TO BUY OR SELL OR BORROW? 

The Journal of B.S.R.P. goes to many collectors throughout the world who have specialist inter
ests in Russian material. 

It is therefore an effective means of advising them of your desires to buy, borrow, or sell material 
.related to these interests. 

Advertising space on · our ·pages · can be purchased at · very reasonable rates- for further details 
please apply to Mr. J. Tovey, whose address is on page 2 of B.J.R.P. 
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B.S.R.P. EXPERTISING COMMITTEE 

At the 130th meeting ofB.S.R.P. on 12th April, 1975, the following was minuted: 

"Mr. Droar advised the meeting than an Expert Committee had now been set up and its Rules 
and Procedures accepted by the Committee. Application Forms were presently being prepared. Mr. 
David Mushlin was the Expert Committee Secretary and the Rules will be found in detail at the end of 
this report." 

The rules at the end of that report are as follows: 
1. Available to both members and non-members of the Society, but due to V.A.T. restrictions 

(the Value Added Tax now operated in U.K.-Ed) on material coming from Abroad, includ~ 
ing the Channel Islands, material can be accepted only from within the U.K. 

2. Expertising Fee is £2.00 per item irrespective of value, payable in advance. 
3. Postage both ways, by Registered Mail only, is to be paid by the Applicant. 
4. The Expert Committee, while taking every care, cannot accept liability in the event of loss 

of material. It is entirely at the sender's risk. 
5. The &pert Committee cannot accept Jia,biUty for any opinion expressed, such opinion will 

be given in good faith without prejudice. 
6. The material sent in for expertisation must be presented in a reasonable manner with the 

Application Form. 
7. Two items only will be expertised gratis to any member of the B.S.R.P. per year (this does 

not include postage). 
8. Members of the Expert Committee are Ors. A. H. Wortman and R. Ceresa with Messrs. 

E. G. Peel, A. Pritt and M.A. Bojanowicz. 
9. Only three signatures need appear on the Certificate. 

Note: when submitting items for expertisation PLEASE:-

(1) Send with Application Form tp Mr. D. Mushlin, 35 Cricklewood Broadway, London, NW2. 
(2) Enclose a self-addressed envelope, stamped appropriately to cover postage and Regis-

tration Fee. 
(3) Forward cheque or P.O. for £2.00 per item payable to B.S.R.P. 
For any further details please write to Mr. D. Mushlin. 
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